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BOUNDARIES ! 

The property hounded by the eastern curb line of St. Edwards Street, 
part of the southern curb line of Willoughby Street, part of the western 
and part of the southern property lines of Port Greene Park, the remain­
ing part of the western property line of Port Greene Park, a line extending 
southerly to the northern curb line of De Kalb Avenue, part of the northern 
curb line, of De Kalb Avenue, a line extending southerly to the eastern 
curb line of S. Elliott Place, part of the eastern curb line of S. Elliott 
Place, a line extending easterly to the southern property line of 71 S. 
Elliott Place, the southern property line of 71 S. Elliott Place, the 
western property line of 70 S. Portland Avenue, the western and southern 
property lines of 72 S. PBsfcland Avenue, a line extending easterly to the 
eastern curb line of S. Port&tad Avenue, part of the eastern curb line of S. 
Portland Avenue, part of the northern curb line of Lafayette Avenue, a line 
extending northerly to the eastern property line of 67-75 S. Portland Avenue/ 
91 Lafayette Avenue, the eastern property line of 67-75 S. Portland Avenue/ 
91 Lafayette Avenue, part of the southern property line of 65 S. Portland 
Avenue, the southerly property line of 64 S. Oxford Street, a line extending 
easterly to the eastern curb line of S. Oxford Street, part of the curb line 
of Si Oxford Street, a line extending southerly across Lafayette Avenue, part 
of tha eastern curb line of S. Oxford Street, a line extending easterly to 
the southern property line of 77-93 S. Oxford StreatA02-i08 Lafayette 
Avenue, the southern property line of 77-93 S. Oxford StreetA02-108 Lafayette 
Avenue, the western property lines of 302 through 320 Cumberland Street, 
part of the northern and the western property lines of 11 Greene Avenue, 
a line extending southerly to the northern curb line of Greene Avenue, part 
of the northern'curb line of Greene Avenue, part of the western curb line 
of Cumberland Street, a line extending easterly to the southern property line 
of 311 Cumberland Street, tha southern property lines of 311 Qanbarland Street 
and 370 Carlton Avenue, a line extending,easterly to the eastern curb line of 
Carlton Avenue, part of the eastern curb line of Carlton Avenue, a line ex­
tending easterly to the southern property line of 375 Carlton Avenue, part 
of the southern and part of the eastern property lines of 375 Carlton Avenue, 
tha remaining part of the southern property line of 375 Carlton Avenue, part 
of the southern and part of the western property lines.of 374 Adelphi Street, 
the western property lines of 376 and 378 Adelphi Street, the western and the 
southern property lines of 380 Adelphi Street, a line extendimg easterly to 
the eastern curb line of Adelphi Street, part of tha eastern curb line of 
Adelphi Street, a line extending southerly across Greene Avenue to part of 
the eastern curb line of Adelphi Street, a line extending easterly to the 
southernpproperty line of 375-383 Adelphi Street/54 Greene Avenue, the 
southern property lines of 375-383 Adelphi?Street/54 Greene ..Avenue through 
62 Greene Avenue, the western property line of 396 through 402 Clermont 
Avenue, part of the western and part of the southern property lines of 404 
Clermont Avenue, the remaining part of the western property line of 404 
Clermont Avenue, the western property line of 406 Clermont Avenue, part of 

% -j the western and part of the northern property lines of 408 Clermont Avenue, 



the remaining part of the western property line of 408 Clermont Avenue, the 
western property lines of 410 through 432 Clermont Avenue, the western and 
the southern property lines of 434 Clermont Avenue, a line extending easterly 
to the eastern curb line of Clermont Avenue, part of the eastern curb line 
of Clermont Avenue, a line extending easterly to the southern property line 
of 441 Clermont Avenue, the southern property lines of 441 Clermont Avenue 
and 434 Vanderbilt Avenue, a line extending easterly to the western curb 
line of Vanderbilt Avenue, a line extending northerly across Greene Avenue, 
the western curb line of Vanderbilt Avenue, a line extending northerly across 
Lafayette Avenue, the western curb line of Vanderbilt Avenue, a line extend­
ing northerly across De Kalb Avenue, part of the western curb line of Vander­
bilt Avenue, a line extending westerly to the northern property line of 247 
De Kalb Avenue, the northern property lines of 247 through 241 De Kalb Avenue, 
part of the eastern property line of 239 De Kalb Avenue, the eastern and part 
of the northern property lines of 259 Clermont Avenue, the eastern property 
^ lines of 257 through 215 Clermont Avenue, the eastern and part of the northern 
property linejs of 213 Clermont Avenue, the eastern property line of 211 
Clermont Avenue, then continuing along the eastern building line of 64-72 
Willoughby Avenue/201-209 Clermont Avenue, a line extending northerly to the 
southern curb line of Willoughby Avenue, part of the southern curb line 
of Willoughby Avenue, a line extending wssterly across Clermont Avenue, the 
southern curb line of Willoughby Avenue, a line extending westerlyAacross 
Adelphi Street, the southern curb line of Willoughby Avenue, a line extending 
westerly across Carlton Avenue, part of the southern curb line of Willoughby 
Avenue, a line extending northeasterly across Willoughby Avenue to the 
eastern property line of 1-10 Willoughby Avenue/176-?177 Washington Park 
through 174 Washington Park, part of the eastern and part of the northern 
property lines of 173 Washington Park, the remaining eastern property line 
of 173 Washington Park, the eastern property lines of 172 through 160 
Washington Park, part of the eastern and part of the southern property lines 
of 159 Washington Park, the remaining eastern property line of 159 Washington, 
Park, part of the eastern and part of the northern property lines of 158 
Washington Park, part of the eastern and part of the northern property lines I 
of 158 Washington Park, the remaining.eastern and the remaining northern prop­
erty lines of 158 Washington Park, a line extending westerly to the western 
curb line of Washington Park, part of the western curb line of Washington 
Park, the southern curb line of Myrtle Avenue, Brooklyn. 

TESTIM3NY AT THE PUBLIC HEARING 

On September 20, 1977, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a 
public hearing an this area which, is now proposed as an Historic District 
(Item No. 7). The hearing had been duly advertised in accordance with the 
provisions of law. Fifty-five persons spoke in favor of the proposed 
designation. Six persons spoke in opposition to the proposed designation. 
The commission has received many letters and Correspondence in favor of the 
designation. 
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1-17 South Elliott Place, c.1868-1881 
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204-208 Adelphi Street; c. 1866 

""Photo credit: Andrew S. Dolkart, Landmarks Preservation Ccfimission 



THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

1-17 South Elliott Place, c.1868-1881. 

'•fill 5uL 
204-208 Melphi Street; c. 1066 

Photo credit: Andrew S. Dolkart, Landmarks Preservation Ccnmission 
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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION 

The Neighborhood 

Brooklyn, or Breuckelen as the Dutch called it, was first settled in 
the late lG30s and early 1640s by Walloon and Dutch farmers who settled 
along the shoreline just north of the Fort Greene area, and in 1645 the 
Dutch village, centered where the Brooklyn and Manhattan Bridges now stand, 
was incorporated. The village developed.very slowly and even by 1790, two 
years after the New York State Legislature incorporated Brooklyn as a town, 
the population was only 1,603. •*• 

The,opening of reliable ferry service between Brooklyn and New York 
caused the first'great spurt of development that changed Brooklyn from a 
quiet town into the third largest city in 19th-century America. The first 
regular ferry service began in 1814 when Robert Fulton's ship Nassau opened 
a route between New York and Brooklyn. 2 By the mid-1830s and 1840s fast, 
safe and reliable steamboats were regularly plying the waters between the 
two cities making it possible and convenient for a New York City business­
man to live in Brooklyn and work in Manhattan. 

The extensive residential development of Brooklyn began in the 1830s 
in the Brooklyn Heights area, which was located near the ferry slips. The 
rapid growth in the town's population led to the incorporation of Brooklyn 
as a city in 1834. As the 19th century progressed the residential area ex­
panded outward in an easterly and southerly direction from the Heights and 
by mid-century much of the area now,lying west of Flatbush Avenue (including 
the present-day neighborhoods of Brooklyn Heights, Cobble Hill and Boerum 
Hill) had been substantially built up. By the early 1850s major residential 
development was beginning to push farther eastward into the Fort Greene area. 

Fort Greene had been a quiet, rural section well into the 19th century. 
Records trace land ownership back to the 17th century when it was the 
property of Pieter Ceser, also known as Peter Caesar Alberti reputed to 
have been Brooklyn's first resident of Italian descent. 3 other 17th-
century landowners included Peter C. Albertus and Jan Damen. By the 19th 
century much of the land.within the Historic District had been divided into 
four farm tracts owned by the Ryerson, Post, Spader and Jackson families. 
Beginning in the middle years of the century these farms were subdivided 
and lots sold for development. The widow of Jacob Ryerson began to sell 
off the family land in the late 1840s. Jacob Ryerson was a descendent of 
one of the early Dutch families of Brooklyn, and Ryerson Street,northeast 
of the District, named for them. The first Ryersons to arrive in North 
America were Martin and Annetje Reyerszen who settled in the Wallabout area 
late in the 17th century. The family holdings spread south from the 
Wallabout and encompassed much of the present day Clinton Hill and Fort 
Greene neighborhoods. The Ryerson tract within the boundaries of the 
District included a strip of land that extended north-south through the 
district along Carlton Avenue and Adelphi Street. 


