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B O A R D  OF A L D E R M E N ,  

JANUARY 19, 1857. 

The following comtnunication from the Commissioners of 

the Central Park, transmitting report of the En,' eineer- 

in-Chief of the Central Park, was received, laid on the 

table, and ordered to be printed. 

D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk.., 
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OFFICE OF COMMISSIONERS OF CENTRAL PARK, 

New York, Jan. 19,1857. . 

To the Honorable the Cornm,on Cozt.ncil: 

GENTLEMEN:-In accordance with the provisions of an 

ordinance of the Common Council, approved May 21st, 

1856, " for the regulation and government of the Central 

Park," the undersigned, Commissioners of said park, 

herewith transmit to your I-Ionorable Body, a full report 

from E. L. Viele, Esq., Engineer-in-Chief, of the operations 

now in progress for the laying out and improvenlent of 

that important public entcrprise. 

In  conformity with a resolution of the Board of Alder- 

men, the Commiesioners sent to that Board, December 10, 

1856, a communication, giving a detailed statement of all 

liabilities incurred up to December 31,1856, which state- 

ment may be found upon reference to their proceedings of 

that date. 

FERN AND0 WOOD, 
Mnyor. 

o f  f h ~  
-J 

JOSEPH S. TAYLOR, 
Street CommLssioner. 
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CENTRAL PARK, OFFICE OF ENGIXEER-IN-CHIEF: 

NEW YORE, January Is t ,  1857. 

To the HON. FERNANDO WOOD, nnd 
Jos .  S. TAYLOR, Esq., 

Co~nnvissioners of Centrnl Parlr: 

I have tho honor to submit herewith the first annual 

report of the operations, under my directions, connected 

with tlie laying out and improvcnient of the Central Park.  

The  circumstances under wllicll these operations have been 

' conducted, have rendered them simply preliminary, yet 

they are  no less important as forming a basis for imme- 

diate improvement, in the absence of which serious errors  

might be committed, and discovered, perhsps, too late to 

be remedied. 

I have prefaced the report  with a brief history of this  

great  public measure, from its conception to the present 

time, and have added, in a n  appendis, thc ~ a r i o u s  acts, 

ordinances, and judicial decisions by which the city has 

secured possession of the property, as matters of reference 

not  otherwise easily accetsible, and as  being of no li t t le 

interest in their connection with the subject of the report ,  

Very respectfully, 

Your obed't servant, 

EGBERT L. VIELE, 
Engineer-in- Chief. 



PUBLIC opinion has, within the last few years, been 
awakening to  a sense of the inlportance of open spaces, 
for air and exercise, as a necessary sanitary provision for 
the inhabitants of all large towns, and the extension of 
rational enjoyment is now regarded as a great preven- 
tive of crime and rice. Yet i t  was not, until recently, 
that  any official step was taken toward providing for the 
city of New York, that which every city of Europe 
regards as a publ~c neccssity. 

On the fifth day of April, 1861, Hon. Ambrose C. 
Kingsland, then hlayor of the city, transmitted to the 
Board of Alderinen a special rnessagc setting forth the 
limited extent of the places devoted to the public; their 
inadequacy to the wants of any class of the people, and 
the necessity, both in a moral and sanitary point of view 
of securing a more extended area for the purposes of 
public recreation. A P W ~  A. 

This message was referred to the Committee on Lands 
and Places, who reported that the subject had awakened 
a n  uncommon degree of interest, and that they heartily 
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concurred in  the ~ i e w s  of the Mayor. The  report indi- 
cated the ground known as "Jones' Woods," as suitablo 
for the required purposes; and recommended that appli- 
cation be made to the legislature for the passage of an 
act authorizing the appointment of Commissioners to take 

ropaadh B. that property for the use of the city. 

This report having been adopted, and concurred in by 
the other branch of the Common Council, application was, 
in  accordance therewith, rnade to the legislature a t  i ts  
extra session in 1E51, and the act known as the "Jones' 
Woods Park  Bill," mas passed by that body on the 11th 

AfPeadir 0. day of July, 1851. 

The passage of this act gave rise to a discussion regard- 
ing the relative advantages of other pieces of ground 
for this purpose, and the Board of Aldermen adopted, on 
the 5th of August, 1851, a resolution appointing a special 
comn~ittee to examine and report, vhether there was not, 
within the limits of the city, a piece of ground more suit- 
able for the purpose of a public park, than that designated 
in the act tticn recently passed by the legislature. l 'his 
comnittee made a lengthy and detailed report, setting 
forth the advantages of the piece of ground lying between 
the Fifth and Eighth avenues, Fifty-ninth and One hundred 
and sixth streets, for the purpose indicated, over that  
known as .Jones7 Woods. 
* 

A resolution to this effect waa passed by the Board, and 
being concurred in, application was made to the legislature 
for the passage of an act authoriziag the appointment of 
Co~l~rnissioncrs of Estimate and Assessment, for the pur- 
pose of taking the ground referred to for a public park. 
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Accordingly, the legislature passed, on the 23d of July, 
1853, an act for taking the ground now known as the 
Central Park. ~ m d i s  R 

And on the same day, another act in reference to the~pp~l -  m 
Jones' Wood Park, sitnilar to the one previously passed, 
but which had never gone into effect, as the Supreme 
Court refused to appoint Commissioners, on account of 
material errors in the bill. 

(This act of July 23d, 1853, referring to Jones' WoodsAppBlidpQ 
was subsequently repealed.) The Supreme Court, upon 
the application of the Counsel to the Corporation, ap- 
p o i ~ t e d  on ths  17th November, 1853, five Commissioners 
of Estimate and Assessment, to take the land for the~p~enablr  
Central Park. These Commissioners completed their 
labors on the second day of July, 1855, and their report 
was confirmed on the fifth day of February, 1856. On App"dhll 

the same day the Comptroller colnmunicated to the Com- 
mon Council the draft of an ordinance for the payment 
of damages awarded by the Comn~issioners. Append%x & 

During the period which elapsed between the appoint- 
ment of Commissioners, and the confirmation of their 
report, efforts were made to reduce the limits of the park. 
Petitions:were sent to the Comnlon Couucil to that effect 
by various individuals, whose motives were as  numerous 
as  the names appended to the petitions. 

A committee was appointed to examine the subject, 
which committee made a minority and majority report. 
No action,-however, was taken until the following year, 
both Boards to petition the legislature to cut off a certain 
when the subject was revived, and a resolution passedappendi. 
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portion of the park, by which a few property holders 
_would have been benefited, and the park, i n  reality, 
destroyed. The resolution was promptly ~ e t o e d  by the 

& p m ~ ~  M. Mayor, Eon.  Fernando Wood. 

This would seem to have put rtn end to all open opposi- 
tion, but a secret influence appears to have been steadily a t  
work, for reasons known only to a few, to retard the pro- 
gress of this great public improvement. To this inflnence 
may probably be ascribed the non-action of the lower 
house of the last legislature upon the very judicious bill 

N. which had passed ?he Senate. 

In  the absence of the necessary legislation, the Common 
Council adopted, on the 19th of !&lag, an ordinance creat- 
ing the Mayor and Street Commissioner, Commissioners 
of the Central Park, with power to employ the necessary 
persons to execiite the repeatedly expressed wishes of the 
people, and appropriating certain funds to carry out the 
provisions of the ordinance. 

This Board entered a t  once upon the discharge of their 
duties. Feeling the importance of the subject and the re- 

i 
I 

sponsibilities devolving upon them, they determined, be- 
fore adopticg any definite course of action, to seek the 
advice of certain well known citizens, whose public repu- 

i 
i tation, peculiar avocations and cultivated taste gave assur- 

ance that their opinions would possess thc forcc of a clear, 
unbiased judgment. Accordingly, in\-itations were ex- 

i 

I tended to Washington Ircing, George Bancroft: James E. 
Cooley, Chas. F. Rriggs, James Phalen, C. A. Dana and 
Stewart Brown to attend the mcctings of the Commissicrn- 
ers,  and form a .  consulting Board for the purpose of ,d ie  
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cussing a line of conduct to be pursued, and to determine 
upon the merits of such plans or propositions as might 
be laid before them, with the view of adopting a perma- 
nent. design for the improvement of the park. 

These gentlemen met on the 29th of May, 1856; organ- 
ized by electing Washington Irving as President of the 
Board, and settIetl thc preliminaries for carrying into 
effect tlie objects of the conlmission. Subsequently various 
plans were laid before them, and a variety of views and 
opinions submitted for their consideration. Tlleresult of 
these deliberations was tlie adoption of the general fea- 
tures ~f the plan which i t  is the object of tliis report to 
elucidate. 

This design for the improremcnt of the park conforms 
to the existing inequalities of the surface, and since i ts  
adoption, i t  lias been generally conceded that any plan 
not based upon the present topography of the g~ound  
would be inconsistent with correct ideas of natural beauty, 
and would involve an expenditure not commensurate with 
any results which rniglit be attained. A thorough study 
of the physical character of the ground, in  its minute de- 
tails, necessarily precedes the work of improvement, and 
as the pl~blic are to be the final judges of the merits or de- 
fects of the plan, they should possess a general knowledge 
of these details, in order to discuss the subject intelli- 
gently. 

With this view, a description of the topography, and or 
synopsis of the physical investigations, are given, as  af- 
fording the best illurtrations of the principles upon which 
the  contemplated improvements are founded. 
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The island of New York is about twelve miles long, 
and varies from one-half to two and one-half miles in 
width. I t  lies upon the upturned edge of the primitive 
range which extends through Westchester county and 
New England into Canada. The basis rock is gneiss 
except about onemile in length a t  the northern extremity, 
which is limestone. The middle and northern portions 
are rough and broken, from thc almost constailt out-crop. 
ping of the rock. The lower portion is everywhere cov- 
ered, and in some places to a great depth, with alluvial 
and diluvial deposits, and is comparatively level. The 
rock bcgias to make its appearance in the neighborhood 
of Thirtieth street, and extends from that point to Man- 
hattanville. The elevated portions vary from seventy to 

I 
one hundred and thirty feet above tide water, the valleys 
being oftell deep and the hills precipitous. There is a line 
of elcvation along the western side of the island, from 
which the ground descends to the Bodson and East rivers. 
On the eastern slope lies the ground selected for the pub- 
lic park, extending from Fifty-ninth street on the south, 
to One hundred and sixth street on the north, and from 
Fifth to Eighth avenues. The lower extremity is about 
five niilcs from the Battery, and the upper extremity the ' 
same distance from the northern end of the island. From 
the western side to the Hudson is three-quarters of a mile, 
and from the eastern side to the East river, nearly a mile. 
It is two miles and a half long, and half a mile wide, or  , 
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as  long as from the Battery to Union square, and as wide 
as from the Bowling Green to the City Hall, and contains 
seven hundred m d  seventy-six acres, including the present 
distributing reservoir, (occupying a position nearly cen- 
tral,) the ground taken for a new reservoir, and the Arse- 
nal grounds belonging to the state. I t  is as large as Hyde 
Pa rk  and Kensington Gardens combined, and seven tinles 
larger than the united area of all the other squares and 
public places iu  the city. 

In addition to the general slope, from west to east, 
there are five lateral depressions and corresponding 
ridges, dividing the park trausrersely. 'These ridges are 
not continuot~s, but are  very much broken, forming a se- 
ries of hills and valleys. The drainage of the lcsscr de- 
pressions flows into the deeper valleys, wliose drainage 
streams flow directly into the East river, or through con- 
duits to that river. Some of thcse streams have their 
origin in perennial springs, and are therefore permanent 
in their supply; while others, being sirnply channels for 
the surface water of a limited area, are  generally dry in 
midsummer. Sonle rise within, others without the limits, 
and several have a considerable fall in their course. I n  a 
fem.instances, obstructions to the natural drainage have 
caused the formation of swampy ground and stagnant 
ponds, which in their turn give rise to a rank, sickly veg- 
etation. The southern portion of the area is thc most 
broken and least elevated. The rocks are here more ex- 
posed to the surface, and there is less vegetation than in 
the northern part.. 

A more detailed description of the topography will be 
found in the annexed reports of progress of the gentle- 
men in charge of the several divisions. 

0 
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This glance a t  tlie topography of the park demonstrates 
the  fact that a thorough drainage of the entirc area must 
prccede any atterript a t  iniprovcment. I t  embraces the 
removal of water now standing in stagnant deposits, the 
facil i tati t~g the flow of water from permanent springs, the 
directing of a l l  surface water into proper channels, and 
such rarrlification of underground drains through every 
portion of the area, that thc sub soil rr~ay never be injured 
by tlie presence of an uudue amount of moisture. Without 
this, tlie ground, with all thc en~bellislimeiits that a r t  
could devisc, would remain what i t  is IIOIV-a pestilential 
spot, wlicre rank vcgctation and lniasmatic odors taint 
every breath of air. 

This subject of drainage, so important to the public 
health, seejns to have escapcd t?:e minds of thc  commis- 
sioners who laid out the city, or t t ~ c y  passed i t  over, un- 
der the impression that a complete system of sewerage 
would answer all sanitary purposes. But sewerage is  not 
necessarily drainage, and no matter how perfect the sys- 
tem, nor how well i t  i s  carried out, i t  may, a n d  in  this 
city docs fail, to carry off a lal-gearnount of water, which, 
by beiug suffcred to remain, has been, and always will be, 
a fruitful source of pestilence. 

The rectangular plan upon which the upper portion of 
the  city is laid out, has no reference either t o  the topo- 
graphy o r  geology of the ground, and the sewerage neces- 
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sariIy conforms to  this plan, while a proper drainage is 
dependent upon both geology and topography. Therefore 
the sewerage is inconsistent with drainage. A glance a t  
what arc  called " sunken lots," a s  they are  seen all  over 
the upper portion of the city, will s l~om a t  once that  the 
stagnant water bas no outlet. The design is to fill the lots 
up when they a r e  required for building purposes; but this 
will not get  rid of the water, which, falling on the surface 
of the ground perhaps a rnile off, percolates through the 
surface-soil until i t  meets with an  irnperrneable sub-strata, 
along wlliclr i t  descends, till i t  re<rches the lowest water 
lerel ,  where, if  uot drained off, i t  reniains, to ascend, by 
capillary attraction, irito the superincumbent earth, keep- 
Ing i t  always cold and rnoist, and making the locality un- 
healthy. The experience of the residents a t  the foot of 
Murray Hi l l  will uudoubtedly confirm this. 

The only ren~edy for the m i l  is to maintain the original 
water courses, wlicrever tlacy exist, as permanent drains, 
so built as to adrnit of the percolation of water through 
the interstices of the corering. The  drains thould be ex- 
cavated to a firm sulostrat~im, and every property owncr 
compelled to construct that  portion of each drain which 
may pass through his property. The drainage of the 
Central Park  will necessitate the construction of such 
drains along tlre whole slope between i t  and the Eas t  
river, and this section will, a s  a natural consequence, be- 
come the healthiest portion of the city. 
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The area of the Central Pa rk  is embraced in what is  
known as thc primary region, the rocks of which, possess- 
ing similar characteristics, render i t  an easy matter to 
develop its general geology. A close examination of its 
lccal details presents a variety of geological phenomena, 
the solution of which cannot fail to add lrtuch to our 
knowledge, both in a scientific and economical point of 
view. A correct understanding of these details is of 
great importarice in determining a systcin of thorough 
drainage and in the proper location of the roads. Be- 
sides, the disintegration and dccomposition of the minerals 
which compose the rock furnish the soils of their imme- 
diate localities; therefore, to know these constituents is 
to know, in a great measure, the soil. 

Erlough of the geology will be presented to show the 
variations in the strata, resulting from faults, upheavals 
and other causes, as well as  the no less marked variations 
in the mineral constituents. 

The rosks embraced within the area are- 

Firsc - Gnciss (~~ icaceous  Gneiss.) 
Seand-Mica slate. 
2 hi,d-Granite in numerous intrusive veins. 
Fourtn-Diluvial or drift deposits, including boulders. 
Fi,tfb-Soils deri-ced from the decomposition of the 

gneiss and associated rocks. 
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@Eilrair;a finb aica: 5l~ta. 
The strata of gneiss exhibit no uniformity with regard 

to their strike and dip. They show everywhere violent 
dislocations, owing to the intrusion of various veins of 
granite. In  some localitics they are in a vertical position 
or  nearly so, varjing from 80 degrees northwest to 80 
degrees southeast; in others they vary from 40 degrees 
to 60 degrees to the rlorthwest and to the southeast. The 
prevailing direction of the strike is north northeast. 

The present position of the gneiss has apparently bcen 
produced by two distinct causes; first, a general upheaval 
of the entire mass, subsequently the strata h a ~ e  been 
laterally displaced and contorted by numerous intrusive 
veins of granite. 

The following are a few o f  the localities where thc 
strata are exposed to examination, illustrtltirlg their super- 
position: 

Between Seventh and Eighth avenues, Fifty-ninth and 
Sixty-first strcets, the strike is froill north 10 degrees 
east, to north 25 degrees cast, and the dip from 75 to 85 
degrees northwest. 

Between Seventh and Eighth arenucs, Sixty-second and 
Sixty-third streets, the rock dips a t  the surface from 80 
degrees northwest to perpendicular curving, and being 
considerably contorted a t  a depth of a few feet below the 
surface. 

Betwcen Sixth and Seventh avenues, Sixty-first and 
Sixty-second streets, the strike is north 50 degrees east, 
the dip is from perpendicular to 80 degrees southeast. 
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Between Seventh and Eighth avenues, Sixty-fourth and 
Sixty-fifth streets, the strike is north 45 degrees east, the 
dip from perpendicular to 50 degrees southeast. 

On Seventh avenue, between Sixty-fifth and Six ty-~is th  
streets, the strike is north 35 degrees east, the dip 45 de- 
grees northwest. 

BincxaIa~iial r~aracter mX Qe @neiss. 
Geologists distinguish two kinds of gneiss-hornblen- 

dic or syenitic gneiss and micnceous gneiss proper; the 
former being characterized by laminze and crystalline par- 
ticies of hornblende, while, in  the latter, scales of mica 
form the stratifying material. So far as examined in the 
Central Park, all the gneiss occurring is micnceous 
gneiss, associated with comparatively narrow bands of 
mica slate. The different varieties of gneiss which are 
found here, differ chiefly in the quantity and manner of 
distribution of the mica. 

The following varieties have been noted: 

1st. Gray  Gneiss, usually of a finely granular structure, 
composed of white, grayish-white or yellowish-white 
colored feldspar, white and light gray colorcd quartz, 
black and silrery colored mica di-serninated in small 
scales unifornily throughout, parallel to the linc of strati- 
fication, and compact grains of red garnet. The gray 
gneiss alternates with other varieties of gneiss, and with 
mica slate. 

Interlaminated Gneiss.-The shape of the scales of miea 
gives character to this variety. A Inore or  less granular 
mixture of feldspar and quartz is enveloped by wave-like 
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shaped l aminz  of mica, thus forming a nurnber of lenticu- 
l a r  shaped small bodies. The  fcldspar of' this kind of 
gneiss is usually of a yellowish n ~ h i t e  color, while the 
grains of quartz a re  o f  da rk  gray and brocvnish liues. 
Small grains of magnetite and of red garnet ,  a r c  occa- 
sionally iutcrmixed with tlie above constituents; besides, 
these mere also found, as  occasional mineral$, tourinnline 
alld cpidotc of a yello\vish green color in thin coating6 
and sniall imperfect crystals. A th i rd  variety of gneiss 
results  from a kery regular and continnous a l tcr~la t ion of 

I 
gray  and i~itcrlaniinatccl gneiss, exhibiting a beautiful 
ribbon-like structure. The locality of this last  is between 
Sixth  and S e ~ e n t h  ayenut,$, histy-first aud Sixty tliird 

I streets,  and between Scventh and Eighth  avenues, Sixty- 
fourth and Sixty-sixth streets.  

1 ,'Mica Slate, occurs in  narrow layers and bands. I t  con- 
sists of nunlerous scales of silvery colored mica, large  
gra ins  of gray quartz,  and some li t t le hrownisli colored, 
decomposed ferrugiiious feldspar, mica and quartz, form- 
ing  always the predon~inant  constituents. Mica slate de- 
composes very rapidly, forming a l o a r n ~  soil. 

Vein-like naasses of Quartz i n  Gneiss.-In miany localities, 
the  gndiss contains more o r  less extensive Inasses of quartz 
of a lenticular shape, t l~ inning gradually out toward the  
northeast and southwest. 'I'hey are  generally parallel to  
the s t r ike  of the s t ra ta ,  only a few instances having been 
found where such was not the case. They consist of gray- 
ish white compact quartz of a dull lustre, being occasion- 
ally slightly intermixed with yellowish white compact 
feldspar. These lenticular lnasses of quartz, from half an 

2 
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inch to nearly two feet wide, may easily be taken for  in- 
trusive veins. Tiieir limited extent, their conformity wi th  
the  strilie of the s t ra ta ,  and tlle fact  of their  being occa- 
sionally displaced by veins of granite,  speak strongly in 
favor of tlie opinion tha t  they were already formed when 
the intrusion of the  grani te  tool< place, being cotempora- 
neous with the gneiss. 

6txititr. 
T h e  veins of grani te  pass through tlie gneiss in almost 

every direction. 'I'he greater  nurnber have a n  angle o f  
bearing between west ancl nor th ;  others a r e  in a direction 
varying froin nor th  10  dcgrcc.; east  to nor th  53 degrees 
east .  As  a general ru le  tlley pursue a very tortuous 
conrse, their  walls representing, no t  u n f r e q u e ~ ~ t l y ,  wave- 
l ike  and zig-zag shaped outlines. 

. M i n u  alogical composition of the Granite. 

T l ~ e  mineralogical cornposition of the grani te  does n o t  
vary  111uch a t  the different localities. Thc  gl-anite gene- 
ral ly consists of quartz,  feldspar ancl mica, and  contains 
occasionally magnetite, black tournlaline, scales of green 
chlorite aiid red  garnet .  

The  quartz ~ a r i e s  in color from l ight  g ray  to da rk  gray,  
and  is n b u a l l ~  of a bright vitreous lustre;  i t  occurs in gra ins  
of various size.;, aud  in small maeses f ~ o m  1 to 8 inches i n  
diameter. T h e  fe!dspar is usually orthoclase, of 'a  fleshy 
red color, and of a br ight  vitreous lustre,  on freshly frac- 
tured planes. I t  decomposes rapidly illto a soft, kaolin- 
l ike subbtarice, of a dull  white color. Some varieties of 
grani te  contain, in addition t o  orthoclase, another species 
of f e l d ~ p a r ,  viz: oligoclase. This i s  of a l ight  greeaish 
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color, of a bright vitreous lustre on planes of clearage, 
the la t ter  showing, at the same time, very distinctly, the 
numerous fine parallel striae, characteristic of that species. 

The  niica occurs in scales of a silvery white color, and 
of a bright lustre, princjp:rlly phlogopite. They ra ry  in 
size from one-sixteenth to five o r  six inches. I n  the proa 
cess of decompositiou they assurne a peculiar reddish 
brown color. Thesc scales a re  more nurnerous and of a 
larger  size in the riiiddle of the vein and on the line of 
contact with the gnei9s. I11 marly localities magnetite 
occurs of a black color and of a semi-metallic lustre im- 
bedded in greenish and flesh-colored feldspar; i t  occurs 
i n  grains and small masses, and favors the decomposition 
of the feldspar and mica, giving to them a brown~sh,  misty 
color. Tour~naline occurs in imperfect crystals imbedded 
in  ti flesh-colored orthoclastic feldspar. 

A very r a r e  rnineral was found on the l ine of contact 
between the granite and gneiss, in the neighborhood of 
Sixty-seventh street and Seventh avenue. I t  is chiefly- 
composed of phosphate of iron and manganese. 

It appears to be an altered form of tetraphyline, andp 
forms very sniall crystals and crystaline incrustrations, 
filling small, irregula1.-shaped geodes in a flesh-colored 
feldspar. Hcd garnet,  in slliall compact grains, imbedded 
i n  feldspar, and gray qaar tz  and scales of green chlorite, 
i n  feldspar, a re  occasiorlally found. 

8trzcclul-e of the Granite. 

The  granite veins vary from a very coarse granular 
structure t o  very fine. 11s a general rule, the larger veins 
a r e  coarser, while the srnaller veins a re  fine. The  grani te  
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has niidoul-jterlly been injected in the gneids, a t  a time when 
the gneiss was iu a \-cry plustic state, as is cleal.1~ illus- 
t r a ted  in the manncl. ill u l l ic l~ the g r ~ e i ~ s  llas b ,err bent 
and curved l)y thc grauitc yeins. 

grift or giinbiill acgcsit. 
These occupy a large lrortioil of the area, reetiug erery- 

where ullon the gneibs and associated roclis, both on the 
tops of l~ i l i s  and in the narrow intcrrening i-nlleys, vary- 
ing in thiclrrless from a few inches to thirty feet, and 
affording, a t  Lest a vcrp poor soil. The, material of the  
drift  consists of grarcl-sand, nrlcl loam, throughout which 
pebbles and boulders of dln'crent k i~ ids  of ~.oclis are  distrib- 
uted, al.iicli will be niore minutely dcsciibcd. 

GRAVEL-SAND A N D  LOAM. 

Gneiss, mica, slate and granite furnish the illaterial for 
the soil. W e  find, as constituents, grains and angular 
fragments of quartz, feldspar. aud numerous grains of 
silvery colored mica. 

Where a quartzoze and highly ferruginous gneiss oc- 
curs, i t  furnishes, by its decomposition, a ferruginous clay, 

\ 

with which numerous grains of quartz are  mixed up by 1 

the agency of water. 

PEl1BLES AND BOULDERS. 

Much rounded and water-worn, varying in size from a 
few iiiches to seven feet, and composed of diffsrcnt varie- 
ties of trap, gneiss, syenite, granite,  mica, slate, amphibo- 
l i te,  white, gray and red sand-stones, conglomerates, lime- 
stones and alate. 
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The principal rariety of trap, noted as occurring in 
the drift, is- 

Diorite, a distinctly granular mixture of greenish-white 
colored feldspar and blilcki~h and green hornblende; being 
similar in riiineralogical character to the diorite occurring 
a t  Bergen, S e w  Jersey, and usually much rounded. 

~ ~ ~ O ~ ~ . - ~ R B N I T E .  

Jiovt of the granite pebl~les are  similar to  the rock in 
place. The following varieties, howcvcr, appear to have 
been brought from a distance: 

(a.) Red Granite, in  snisI1 1.ouoded pebbles of a finely 
granular structore. 

(b.) White Granite, in 1)ehbles and boulders. consisting 
of greenish colored feldspar of a dull lustre, large grains 

I of light gray colored  quart^, and a fen* wales of ~nica.  
I 

( c . )  Gt anvlite, composed of flesh colored orthoclase and 
IJ grains of light gray quartz, similar to that occurring in  

I the Highlands of New Yoi-K. 

I, id.) Gray and grseq~ish gruy-colored Granite occurs in  
pebbles, partly rounded and partly angular-very rare.  

I* T/~ird.-  SYEPITITE. 

Composcd of gray and yellowish-white colored feld. 
spar (partly clecomposed,) pale green and highly ferrugi- 
nous hornblende, a fern grains of gray quartz, and occa- 
sional grains of magnetite. I n  cornposition i t  is similar 
to the syenite interposed between the gneiss and deposits 
of magnetite in the E-Iighlands of New York. 

I 



Fourth.-GNEISS. 

r\'uniel.ous rounded and partly angular pebbles and 
boulders of micaceous gneiss wljich a re  found. appear t o  
have originated from the rock in place. 

The  following varieties are  e ~ i d e n t l y  from a distance: 

(a , )  Hornblendic gneiss, similar to  that  occurring in 
the  Il ighlands of New York and New Jersey. 

(b . )  A bluish-gray-colored, obscurely stratified gneiss, 
of a T-ery finely granular texture,  c ~ m p o s e d  of small 
grains of smoky-colored quartz, bluish-gray feldspar and  
srnall grains of silvery-colored mica, containing small 
masses of atlularia-rcry rarc.  

FLJth. -QUARTZ. 

(a.) lTThite quartz, of a very br ight  vitreous lustre, 
- from several inches to several fect in diameter. 

, 
(b . )  Grayish-white quartz, of a dull lustre, in small, I 

rounded pebbles. 

(c.; Flesh-colored quartz, of a ~ritreous lustre. t 

Consisting of gray quariz and a few small grains of 
mica, probably from a bed of quartzite. 

Seventf~.--RE~ CONGLOMERATE. 

Similar to ?hat occurring in  Green P O I I ~  Mountains, 
Orange county, cornposed of angular pieces of flesh-col- 
ored feldspar, and of l ight gray and smoky-colored quartz.  
Some of the feldspar decomposes into a white, kaolin-like 
substance. 

1 
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Eighth.-SAND-STONES, 

Of various colors and textures. 

Composed of compact grains and imperfect crystals of 
red garnet, slightly intermixed with grains of gray-color- 
ed  quartz and dull, white feldspar. 

Tenth-IJIXESTOKE A N D  DOLOMITE. 

Of various shades and texture, from compact to gran- 
ular, and crystaline -imilar to the Trenton and Black 
River limestones of the Ne\v York system. 

E ~ ~ ~ C ~ ~ ~ . - A R G I L L A C E O U S ,  ARENACEOUS AND CALCAREOUS 
SLATES, 

Similar to those of the Hudson river group. 

Twelfth.-AMPHIBOLITE. 

Of a blackish-green color, highly ferruginous, in  peb- 
bles and bou!ders. 

All the materials of the drift appear to  have been 
t r a~~spo r t ed  and acted upon by two currents, one in the 
direction south 20 degrees to 40 degrees east, and the 
other in ncarly a southerly direction; the former being 
indicated by striae and grooves, the latter by the shape 
and bearing of the hills of drift. On the rocks i n  place, 
a r e  found numerous grooves, more o r  less parallel to each 
ather ,  in  a direction north 20 to 40 degrees west. They 
have been produced by bouldcrs moving over the surface 
of the rock. I n  some places the rock is smoothed and 
polished by the action of currents and drift. 
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Of the rocks which have bcen described, the gray gneiss 
is best adapted for purposes of construction, owing to its 
being hard, easily dressed, and but little affected by ex- 
posure to the atmosphere. 

The interlaminated gneiss is also a good building stone, 
but is more difficult to dress than the former. The coarse 
kinds of granite decompose too rapidly when exposed, 

I 
and the mica slate is totally unfit on account of its rapid 
disintegration. 

RECAPITUL.iTIoN OF MINERALS F O U S D .  

1. Quartz, of various shades of white and gray, as con- 
stituents of gneiss, mica, slate and granite. 

2. Feldspar, in two varieties. 

(a.) OrtkocEase, as constituents of gneiss, mica, slate and 
granite. 

(6 . )  Clligoclase, as an occasional constituent of granite. 

3. Adularia, in a boulder of gneiss. 

4. Mica, in scales of silvery white, brown and black 
colors, in gneiss, mica, slate and granite. 

5. Red Garnet, in compact grains, and in small rhombic 
dodecahedrons, in gneiss, mica, slate and granite. 

6. Nngnetite, in grains anti snlall masses in granite. 

7. Blaclz Tourmaline, in gneiss and granite. 

8. Chlorite, in guctss and granite. 

9. Phosphate of Iron und JIangant.se, an altered form of 
tetraphylinc in feldspar, on the line of contact between 
gneiss and a vein of granite. 

I 10. Labradorite 
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The botanical distribution of plants over the surface of 
the earth undergoes certain modifications connected with 
the dryness and moisture, a3 well as the mechanical and 
chetnical cornposition of the soil. Hence an intimate re- 
lation exists between the botany of any district of coun- 
try and i ts  geology and topography; and, therefore, inde- 
pendently of the climate, certain plants, whether placed 
by nature or a r t ,  will flourish, o r  decay, according as the 
temperature and cornposition of the soil, is favorable o r  
unfavorable to their growth. A botanical survey of the 
park has been made, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
nature of the existing vegetation. to learn how far i t  
could be made available in the projected improvements, 
as well as to Icnom its character, as an indication of what  
peculiar class of plants would prove most flourishing if 
transplanted to this ground, as also to discover what alter- 
ations the soil would require in order to admit of an in- 
creased variety. 

This forrns the basis of a botanical index which can 

z alvays be made complete by a careful register of the 
plants and trees introduced. The investigation has not 
extended through all the seasons, which, in their turn, de- 
velop their peculiar plants; and is, therefore, in some 
respects, incomplete; still, so far as the useful trees and 
shrubs are conaernetl, i t  is believed that none have been 
ovel-looked. 
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Although this investigation has added nothing ncm to  
botanical sciencc, get i t  is necessary that  the existing 
trees and plants should be described so as  to be identified, 
and their importance properly estimated. A familiar de- 
scription has been preferred to strictly botanical language, 
t o  conrcy all  that  is necessary with regard to the present 
regetati  In. The catalogue mill be added to during the 
ensuing season. 

F o r  present purposes, the  plants a re  arranged simply 
in alphabetical order, without reference to any particular 
classification. 

1s t .  ACER D A S Y C A R P U J I - S ' ~ ! Z ' ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ U ~ ~  ~l!fap!e. 

A trcc, thirty to fifty feet high, and often one to two 
feet in diameter, with wide, spreading branches. The 
wood white and soft, sap less sweet than tha t  of the Sugar 
Maple. Leaves in large petioles, lobed beyond the mid- 
dle, nearly smooth mllen old. Flo\vers, greenish, gellow- 
is11 or purplish, usually about five togetlier. This forms 
a beautiful shade trce. T h e  silrerg-white of the under 
surface of the leaves strongly contrasting with the bright 
green of the upper side, especially when they a re  agitated 
by the wind. Found in a l l  portions of the park. About 
niue thousand specimens. Thrives best in a deep, rich 
loam, o r  in  a gravelly loam, colltiguoas t o  moisture. 

2d. ALNUS SERRULATA-Common Alder. 

A shrub, six to twelve feet high, irregularly branched, 
and  usually growing in dense thickets. Leaves from two 
to  five inches long, prominently varied, smooth above; 
paler, and sprinkled with resinous dots underneath. 
About twelve thousand specimens. Grows in  swampy 
ground. Flowers in March o r  April. 
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3d. ANDROYEDA PAKICULATA-Privet Andromeda. 

A bhrub, four to eight feet high, much branched, and 
with a grayish bark. Leaves froin one acd  one half to  
two inches long, variable in breadth, nearly smooth 
above; pale, and more o r  less pubescent under~ieath.  
About two thousand five hundred specirneus. Grows in  
swamps and moist thickets. Flowers in June  and July. 

4th. A Z A L E A  V I S C O P A -  White Wild a oney-suckle, 

il shrub, four to seven feet high, with numerous epread- 
i n g  branches, and a grayish bark. Loaves one to two 
inches long. About six l~nndred  specimens. Grows i n  
moist places, and in moods. Flowers in June  and July, 
sometimes as la te  as August. 

5th. BETULA NIGRA-Red Birch. 

A tree forty to seventy feet high, and from oile to two 
feet in diameter, with long, slender and pendulous branches. 
Leaves about three inches long and two wide. Generally 
distributed. About one thousand specimens. Grows in  
low grounds. Flowers in  April. 

6th. BROUSSOXETIA-Paper Mulberry. 

Native of Japan. Found in  the neighborhood of resi- 
dences. Grows from forty to  fifty feet high. Leaves 
large and downy. TVill grow in very dry situations, 
where few other things v i l l .  About five hundred Epe- 
cimens. 

7th. C A R P I N U S  h n ~ ~ l z ~ c ~ ~ A - W a t e r  Beech. 

A tree,  fiftcen to tven ty  feet high; the bark smooth 
and  light gray. Leaves about three inches long, gene- 
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rally diatrihuteil. About five thousand specimens. Flow. 
ers  i n  April .  Wil l  g r o w  in a poor soil. I s  a r e r y  hand- 
some, small tree, the leaves changing in tlje au tun111 to va- 
rionsb ?lades of crimson, scarlet  and  orange,  and very 
often rctained on  the  p lant  dur ing the winter. 

8th. CASTANEA , \ ~ 1 ~ ~ 1 ~ , ~ ~ 1 - ( ' l h e s f ? z u t .  

-1 tall trce, 301netitnea qinty to eighty feet high,  a n d  
three to four fect in ~liarnctcr.  Lea r s s  six to eight inches 
long, and  about  two inctlps wide. Will  thrive in the most 
barren  soile, espccinlly tliosc of a rocky o r  gravelly 
nature.  Generally distributed. F i r e  hundred specimens. 
Flowers  in J u n c .  

A trce,  tn-erlty to thirty fect high. Leaves from five 
to  eight inchcs in diameter. F lowers  in Junc ,  and  a t  t ha t  
t ime very  ornamental .  Found in  the neighborhood of 
several residences. Introdnced from the Sonth. About  
fifty specimens. LVill g r o w  in any soil .  

d climbing plant ,  winds around shrubs ancl srnall trees, 
o r  along stone fences, tell to twenty feet loug. Leaves 
two  to three inches long. Flowers  early i n  June .  Found  
in  the t l~iclrets  in the  upper porti011 of the park .  

11 th. CELTIS O C C I D E X T ~ L I S - S U ~ ~ I ~  Berry. 

A snlall tree, from fifteen to  thil ty fcet high, and s ix  
o r  eight inches in  diameter,  with nurnerous slender 
spreading branches.  Leaves two to three inches l o n g  
and one to  tmo inchcs wide, d a r k  green. Flowers  in May. 
Found in a number of situations. 
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l f i t h  CLEM ATIS IKA- Virgin% Bower. 

Stem ciglit to fifteen irlches long, clirrlbing over shrubs 
and bushes. Found i n  thick, s l~ady  and moist places. 
Flowers i n  July  and Bugust About two hundred 
specimens. 

13th. (:LETBRA ALNIFOI,TA-SU~~P~ Pel~per-bush. 

b shrub, foul* to eight feet high, wit11 brovrriish bark 
and erect branches. Flome:.s a t  the end of July and 
August; white flower, rery fragrant. Generally distribut- 
ed. About one thousar~d fire hundred spccirncns. 

A small tree or shrub, fifteen to twenty fcet high. 
Lcarcs three to four i~iclles long, a i ~ d  two to three inches 
wide. Flowers in May and June. Large t r u ~ s e s  of white 
flowers, succeeded by vh i te  berries. Branches turn to  a 
fine red color in winter. Grows i n  moist placcs. Gene- 
rally distributed. About one thousand fire hundred 
specimens. 

One of the  most beautiful of our native, flowering small 
trees. The  flowers appearing in April, and presenting a 
brilliant appearance. Tkrrives best in moist ground. 
Grows, sometimes, to thirty feet i n  height. Generally 
distributed. About three thousand specimens. 

16th. CORYLUS AMERICANA-- Wild  Filbert. 

A shrub, four to six feet high. Leaves three to five 
inches long; s le~lder  branches. Flowers in April. Found 
generally distributed in thickets. About six thousand 
specimens. 
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17th. I)IOSPYRUS V I R C , I N I A N ~ ~ - - - P ~ T S ~ / ~ ~ O ? ~ .  

I n  good soil, this tree will frequently grow forty o r  
fifty feet high, and in its habits of growth is one of the 
most picturesque middle sized trees we have. When by 
itself i t  grows conically; i t  is interesting a t  all seasons, 
In spring, by its deep, shining green foliage; in summer, 
by the light green fruit; in the fall, by the rich orange of 
i t s  leaves, and the deep brown of i ts  fruit. I t  thrives 
best in a deep, rich loat~r. Found in one locality. About 
five hundred specimens. 

il beautiful tree, often fifty o r  sixt- feet high, and two 
feet o r  more in diameter. The trunk clothed with a thick, 
smooth gray bark. Leaves four or five inches long. 
Grows to perfection in a deep, rich loam. Plowers in  
May. Found in several localities. About two thousand 
specimens. 

A tall  tree, forty to sixty feet higl l ,a~ld one to two feet 
i n  diameter. Light, gray bark, generally furrowed with 
transverse cracks. One of our prettiest trees. I t s  l ight 
hue gives a beautifill effect when corubined with darker  
foliage. Requires a rich loan1 arid plenty of space to  
arrive a t  perfection. Floworsin April  and Jlay. Found 
but  a few specimens. about one hundred in all. 

A middle-sized tree. Leaves six to ten inches in length; 
not a native of this state, but often planted about houses, 
for ornament and hedges. Found in the neighborhood of 
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private residences. About onehundred specimens. Flow- 
ers  in July. 

21st. ~ ~ A ~ I A M E I , ~ ~  VIRGINIANA-- Witch Hazel. 

A shrub, six to  tmelve feet high. Leaves three to  six 
inches. When cultivated, becomes a handsome small 
tree. I t  seerns to t l i r i ~ e  well in any situation. Flowers 
at the end of October. Found generally distributed. 
About one t h o u ~ a n d  five hundred specimens. 

A tree, thirty to sixty feet high, with a trunk frorn one 
to  two feet in diameter. Leaves a foot or more in  length. 
Thrives best in n cool, cleep and rich loam. Flowers in  
May. Found generally distributed. About two tho~iaand 
specimens. Besides this, the " Juglans cinerea," o r  white 
walnut, also found. 

2313. JUXIPERUS V I R G I N I A N A - R e d  Cedar .  

A well known and useful evergreen, often growing 
thirty or forty feet high. Grows ou dry hillsides, in  
rocky sterile ?oil. But a few specimens a re  found. 

24th. L a u ~ u s  BENZOIN- W i l d  AlLspice. 

A shrub six to ten feet high. Leaves three to five feet 
long. Grows i n  low, moist ground, on the borders of 
rivers. Flowers in April. Found in a few places. About 
two hundred and fifty specimens. 

A middle-sized tree; trunk rarely one foot in  diameter: 
the most interesting tree in the landscape. Toward 
slutun~il the leaves turn to a reddish brown. Thrives 
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well in a dry ,  sand! 1o:tln; poor iu a wet situation. 
Found ve1.y ge~ l~r : l l i>  clibt~.il)uted. About twenty thou- 
sand specilnens. 

Grows fro11 fifty t o  ~ i s t y  feet high, under favorable cir- 
c u m s t a i ~ c e ~ .  l'lrrlres in a deep, rich loam. Ii'ound gcne- 
ral!y clist~~ibuted.  L I I _ ) o ~ t  bix thou~a i id  specimens. 

From forty to eighty feet high; from olle to t l ~ r e e  feet 
i n  diameter.  Trullli pcrftctly straight,  a~icl of nearly 
uniforlll diatueter. Pi )wers in J u n e .  T h ~ ~ i ~ y c s  well in  a 
s t rong,  clayey or aiicaceous soil. Found in a number of 
localities. AILout fire hundred s1)ecimens. 

23th. ? ~ I Y I ~ I c . ~  C E R I F E R ~ \ - ~ O ~ - ~ ~ T T ~ .  

A shrub, three to eight feet high, much branchecl a t  the  
summit. Leares two to fouri~lches long, and from one half 
to  nearly an inch wide. Grows in dry soils, in thickets. 
Plowers  in May. About six thousand specimens. 

A very large  tree, often sixty o r  eighty feet high, and 
two to five feet, o r  more. i n  diameter, with thiclr spread- 
ing brancl~es.  F i l l  do well in any situation, but thrives 
best i n  moist soil. Found in  a number of localities. 
About three thonsnnd specimens. 

30th. POPULUS B a ~ ~ s n ~ f ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ - B a l s a r n  Poplar. 

A tree thirty to eighty feet high, and one to two feet in 
diameter. Leaves about three inc l~cs  long. Prefers a 
deep, moist and  rich soil. About fifty specimens found. 
Probably not a native. 
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A tree f o r t j  to sixty feet high, and from one to two feet 
in  diameter. Leaves three to six inches long. Grows in  
moist ground. About fifty specimens found. 

A tree twenty to thirty feet high, and from six to ten 
inches in diameter. Leaves abont two inches long, breadth 
usually greater than the length. Flowers in May and 
April. Prefers a moist soil. Ab,,ut one hundred speci- 
mens found. 

A. shrub or  small tree. Leaves two to four inches long. 
,Grows on rocky hillsides. Found everywhere in t h e  
bruel~wood, About two thousand specimens. 

34th. QUERCUS I ~ A C R O C A R P A - - ~ . L . ~ ' ~ " - C U ~ .  White Oak.  

Trunk forty to sixty feet high. Bark of the branches 
soniewhat corky in ridges. Leaves six to twelve inches 
o r  more in length. About fifteen hundred specimens. 

35th. QUERCUS n u ~ ~ ~ - R e d  Oak. 

Grows from fifty to eighty feet high, and from two to  
four feet i n  diameter. Leaves six to nine inches long and 
three rc five inches wide. Flowers in May. Grows well 
in  a poor soil. About two thousand specimens found. 

A pretty conical shaped tree, with leaves of a l ight 
green. The lower branclies often peodulous, sweeping 
t h e  ground, and forming a pleasant shade. 

3 
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37th. ROBIXIA PSEUDACAC~A-Common Locust t ree .  

A tree forty or fifty feet higb, occasionally reaches t h e  
height of ninety feet, not indigenous in any part  of the 
state, but  alrnost naturalized in many places. A very 
valuable tree on account of i t s  wood. Found in compact 
growth. About three thousand specin~cns. 

38th. B1,sus ~ n l ~ R r ~ ~ ~ a - - . / l m e r i c a ? ~  Elm. 

A large tree, soinetimes eighty o r  ~ n o r e  feet high and 
two to  four feet in diameter. Leaves three to fire inches 
long. Floaers  in April. Thrives only in light, rich loam. 
Generally distributed. About six tliousand spccitncns. 

39th. V ~ n u r t x u a ~  A C E R I F O ~ , I E ~ I - ~ ~ ~ , , ~ ~ ~ - ~ C ~ I I ~ ~  Arrt w wood. 

A shrub three to five feet higll, with ~niooth,  st;-aight 
and slender branches. Leaves three to fire incl~cs in  
diameter. Flowers in  June. Found very gencrally dis- 
tributed. About five t l~oi~eand specimens. 

40th. VIBURNUM P A U C I F L O I ~ U ~ . ~ - J ~ / ~ O Z ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  hush Cranberry. 

A shrub two to four fcct high, found in great  abundance. 

4 l s t .  VITIS LABRUSCA-FOX Grape. 

Stem  cry long, straggling over bushes o r  shrubs o r  
climbing the highest trees. Sornetilnes six o r  eight inches 
in  diameter. Common in ~vouds and swamps. Two 
thousand specimens found. 

A vine of rapid gram-th, climbing trees and other ob- 
jects, and spreading extensively-presentirg a very beau- 
tiful and striking appearance in the autumn from i t s  
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curious foliage. Flowers in July. About five hundred 
specimens found. 

The remainder of the plants that have been found are  
either injurious or so few in number as to render any re- 
ference to them in this connection unimportant. The 
total  number of species found is seventy, of ahicl i  there 
a re  in all about one hundred and fifty thousand specimens. 
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The a r t  of ornamenting and preparing ground fer pur- 
poses of pleasure, has undergone m a n  changes since it 
first became a study, and within tlie past century has been 
marked by a most rapid progression. Tlre earlier efforts 
mere characterized by a desiro to make nature assume a 
strictly artificial appearanca, giving to every scene an air 
of formality and spmnietry, a seeming attempt to apply the 
rules of arcllitecture to landscape, under thc impression, 
that the greatest effect was thereby produced. Later 
years have de~eloped a clearer conception of the true 
nature of taste, and has given rise to a modern style, 
which is based upon the maxim, that " the greatest a r t  is 
to conceal art." 

These two styles, '' the natural" and " the artificial," 
modified in different countries by national characteristics, 
and the pscularities of climate, have originated the -various 
schools of art ,  such as the Italian, the Dutch, the French, 
and the English, which h a ~ e  been followed, to a greater o r  
less extent by all those who hare had any pretension as  
professors in this particular field. I n  England, under the 
auspices of landed wealth and a liberal government, and 
through the studies of Kent, Repton and Loudon, improv- 
ing upon the efforts and profiting bi the errors of two 
centuries, i t  has reached a high degree of perfection; in  
Germany, by the energy and genius of Puckler hIuslrau, it 
has changed the neglected suburbs of ancient cities into 



V ~ e w  from Eel!evue Rock [ Zeniral Park] look~ng North 
interlor of  the Park 
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smiling gardens and beautiful pleasure grouiidtr; in Rus- 
eia, contending with a r igorou~ climate, i t  has converted 
once dreary landscapes into picturesque scenery, and in 
France, i t  has enabled her gay capital to encompass so 
much that is pleasurable in existence. 

Yet, to seek among the parks of Europe for a model for 
our own, would be a reflection upon our national taste, 
which finds so much food for stud~l in the ever-changing 
scenery for which this country is so remarkable. 

Besides, those parks, in many instances, are but appen- 
dages of grandeur to rank, where lavish expenditure, aided 
by all the appliances of art ,  give regal effect to scenes 
which the people enjoy a t  the discretion of their posses- 
snors. While our park, like the government, comes from 
the people, and to them, in a11 the phases of society, i t  
must necessarily be devoted. Hence, a t  the outset, we 
should seek to know the peculiar wants of all classes, and 
to e~ideavor to gratify them a t  every step, with a due re- 
gard to the principles of art, and an economical expendi- 
ture of money. 

As, has already been stated, the natural configuration of 
the surface is the basis of the intended improvements. 
The hills, the valleys and the streams, are nature's pen- 
c i l i ng~  on the surface of the earth, rivaling, in their pic. 
tnred grace, the most beautifol conccptions of the finite 
mind; to alter them, would be desecration; to erase them, 
folly I 

Upon a proper understanding of these features, and ar 
proper appreciation of their beauty, depends the unity of 
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the tlcsign. If this unity is lost sight of in the arrange- 
meut of the details, an assemblage of incongruities is a t  
once prodnced, painful to the eye, and indicative of the 
sbaence of correct taste in a r t ,  To  obtain that infor- 
mation which would enable us to lay down and main- 
tain this leading principle, has been the object of the 
preliminary surveys. T7T~th a view to secure accuracy and 
expedite the work, the area has bccn divided into four 
parts, each division into scctions, and cjch section into 
sub d i ~ i s i o n s  of sufficiently srnall extent, to insure the 
minute delillcation of the topography. Each angle of the 
smaller areas has been substa~ltially marked i n  the field, 
and the altitudes of tlicsc points determined for the found- 
ation of contour lines 811 of the data thus obtained, is 
being transferred to paper. 'I'lie maps of the different 
sections being on a very large scale, will form working 
drawings easily referable to  the marlred points in  the  
field. So that the wliolc suhject is, as i t  were, grasped a t  
once, and under complete control. 

But still more does this leading principle require to be 
maintained in the arrangerilent of the trees, shrubs and 
vines. Upon the harnlonious blending of all that is beau- 
tiful in light and shade, in color, size and shape, depends 
the perfection of the scheme. To  know the character and 
habits of trees,-the various tints of their foliage in the 
changing seasons,-to adapt all these to the character of 
the ground-so that the wildly picturesque shall not clash 
with the softly beautiful,--so that those trees, whose 
majestic growth and wide-spreading branches enable a 
single specimen to give character to a landscape, shall not 
have their grandeur destroyed by being placed in incon- 
gruous groups,-to produce, by a judicious arrangement 
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of  masses and single trees, and the introduction of a great 
number of different species of vegetation, such a variety in  
the details, that every turn may develop some new feature, 
while an air  of harmony pervades the whole, and no dis- 
cordant contrasts on'end the eye ; this is what therplan 
seeks to arrive a t ,  fulfilling, a t  the same time, certain 
popular conditiorrs, preriously alluded to, of which the 
following a re  solnc of the details: 

First.-A principal road or drive, which shall, in i ts  
entire extent, embrace every feature of importance within 
the limits, and every prominent view without. This 
drive to bc wide enough to admit of i ts  being used by a 
large number and variety of vehicles a t  the same time; 
to  be long enough for an afternoon's drive, and not so 
long as to necessita tc the passing over, of the same ground, 
twice. 

Second.--ilnother drive, secluded in  its character, to 
be used by such persons as dedire to be more retired. 

Third.-Certain roads devoted to equestrians, to the 
exclusion of ~ e h i c l e s .  

Fourth.-Certain walks devoted exclusively to pedes- 
trians. 

Fifth,--Certain transverse roads, a t  convenient dis- 
tances, to allow of an  easy transit across the park, for 
business and other purposes. 

Sixth.--A level space, prepared for, and allotted to 
mili tary exercises, of sufficicnt extent to admit of every 
description of field Inanauvre, either by regiment, battal- 
ion, brigade or division; infantry, cavalry o r  artillery. 

Seventh.--A cricket ground, for the encouragement of, 
and  an  indulgence in, athletic and manly sports. 
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Eighth.--Spaces devoted to botanical and horticulturnP 
purposes. 

Certain preliminary operations sllo111d necessarily pre- 
cede thcse detailed improvements, such as-- 

First.-A thorough drainage of the entire area. 

Second.--Rerno~-a1 of interior inclosures, (stone walls, 
&c.) 

Third.-Removal of stone and other material, deposited 
in  extending street,s and avenues. 

Fourth.-Remo~al of buildings. 

Fifth.-Cutting and removing brushwood and briars. 

Sixth.-Grubbing or clearing the ground of uscless 
roots and vegetation. 

Seventh.-Prepa~ing ground for nursery. 

Eighth.-Trenching ground far smard. 

Ninth.-Leveling and preparing ground for " T h e  
Parade." 

Tenth.--Leveling and preparing cricket ground. 

Eleventh.--Building temporary inclosure. 

Twelfth.-Excavating ponds. 

A11 these may go on a t  the sarnc time, and should' 
be begun a t  once. 

%be eizruit, 
T h e  construction of thc roads is the next step. Of 

these, " T h e  Circuit," o r  principal drive, i s  the main 
feature; this entcrs the park at the corner of Fifth avenue 
and Fifty-ninth street, with a road-way scventy feet i n  

. width, and a foot-path on either side, of fifteen feet, de- 
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scending immediately by an easy grade into a deep ralley. 
On the left is a lake, which terminates the stream running 
through this valley; on the right, a ledge of rocks. F o r  
a dihtanee of about one hundred and fifty feet, with a curve 
of two hundred feet radius, i t  follows the base of a rock, 
rising abruptly on tlie right, thence along the edge of a 
stream, coming in view of another sheet of water, with a 
cascade in the distance. The ground now rises, and from 
the road a considerable view is obtained of the interior. 

Passing the rear of the :~rscnal, the road again descends 
into a valley curving to the left, with a radius of three 
hundred feet, and crossing a small streani, by a rustic 
bridge. A short distance on i t  intersects the first trans- 
verse road, which extcnda along the lateral vallcy hetween 
Sixty third and Sixty-fourth streets. following, by a cir- 
cuitous routc, thc course of the valley. Prom this point 
a fine view is obtained through the valley; thence curving 
to the right, with a radius of eight hundred feet, ancl then 
to the left, with a radius of six hundred feet, i t  ascends 
thc high ground, to the left of a perpendicular ledge of 
roclrs; thence by o succession of curves i t  reaches s promi- 
nent elevation, from which an extensivc view is obtained 
to the aorth al~cl west. A t  the foot of the hill i s  a minia- 
ture lake, and in the distance the botanical garden. The 
road then descends by a curve to the left into the valley, 
Passing the botanical gardens on the right, i t  intersects 
the second transverse avenue a t  Seventy-fonrth street. 
Then bending to the right, oo a curve of eight hundred 
feet radiua, and again curving to tlie left, i t  intersects the 
third transverse road a t  Seventy-ninth street, and passes 
parallel to the Fifth avenue to the right of " The Parade," 
fifty acres in  extent, lying in front of the smaller reser- 



Doc. No. 5 . )  42 

voir, the sides of which a re  terraced and !aid out with 
walks for a view of the lnilitary inanceuvres. 

A t  the northern extremity of . 'The  Parade," ' .The 
Circuit" intersects a t  Eighty sistli street. the fourth tran- 
si t  arenne. Here,  in  the broad rallcy, lies the new reser- 
voir, laid out in irregular shape, one hundred acres i n  
extent, and denominated " The  Croton Lake." The  
southern side of the lake is a gradual slope. Tlle road 
passes to the right of i t  and rises gradually, interscctiug 
the fifth transverse a \  enue a t  Sincty-seventl~ street. Then 
following this avenue. i t  reaches a high point which over- 
looks the lalie, and n vcry large portion of the il:~rli, i~or th ,  
sonth a ~ i d  west, with tlie Harlem r i rcr ,  Ilighbridge, and 
Wes tche~ te r  county in the distance 

" 'Fhe Circuit" also joins here tlie Boston post ro:ld, 
~ ~ l i i c l l  leads out to t l ~ c  northcrn end of the pai.k, a r ~ d  
along mliich there a re  a nnrnber of fine views. All  

ems may t l irougl~ tlie upper portions of tlle park,  superb 1 i 
be  obtained from prominent poi i~ts  Vibta rock, Sun~ni i t  
rock, IIount Prospect, Bellevne rock and Xount  St.  Vin- 
cent, cn~bracc  views of the Hudsoil and East  r irers,  the 
entire city, Long Island, and Long Island Souud; I-Tarlcm 
river, TITestchester county, the Palisades, al l  of the public 
institutions on the islands in  the Eas t  river, in short, 
a conlpletc panorama of New YorB city and i t s  suburbs. 
Three  of these views accompany the report .  

Passing around the  Croton lalie, " The  Circuit" ap- 
proaches the locality of the Eighth avenue. Going south, 
between the smaller reservoir and the Eighth avenue, to 
the  right,  i s  the  highest elevation in tlie park,  one hun. 
d red  and thirty five feet, from which a view of the Hud- 



son, and numerous views of the interior are  obtained; 
also an extensive view of the city. 

The road now desccnds illto a deep valley, where i t  in- 
tersects the northerly end of one of the transverse roads. 
F.arther on i t  passes along the cricket ground, crossing i n  
i ts  course several streams, and passing along the borders 
of miniature lakes. After leaving the cricket ground, 
the road curves aronnd to the j u n c t u ~ e  of Eighth avenue, 
Broadway and Fifty-ninth street, where i t  debonches from 
the ground, being about f i ~ e  lrliles in length. An inspec- 
tioil of the plan can alone complete this glance a t  The 
Circuit." The Glen road, entering on Fifty-ninth street, 
between Sixth and Seventh avenues, i s  much more se- 
eluded, and, perhaps, Inore picturesque than this. A por- 
tion of these roads are  staked out and ready to be worked. 

The following is all estimate of the amount required for 
active operations, during the J ear ending S l s t  December, 
1857; i t  includes such work as a properly organized force 
may accomplislr in favorable weather: 

1. Excavation and construction of d ra ins . .  . . .  $20,000 
2. Removal of interior inclosures, (malls, kc.). 5,000 
3. Removal of stone and othcr material depo- 

sited in extending streets and avenues.. . 10,000 
4. Removal of buildings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,000 
5. Cutting and renioval of brushl+-ood and bri- 

ars  .................................. 5:000 
6. Clearing the entire ground of useless roots 

and vegetation.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10,000 
7. Preparing ground for nursery.. ........... 5,000 

Carried forward.. .................... $60,000 
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Brought forward. ..................... $60,000 
8. Manures.. ............................. 1 0  000 
9. Trenching ground for sward .............. 15,000 

10. Purchase of two hundred thousand nursery 
trees. ................................ 30,000 

11. Transplanting forest trees ................ 10,000 
12. Shrubs and vines.. ....................... 10,000 
13. Lcvcling and preparing ground for parade. 15,000 

. . .  14. Levelir~g and preparing cricket g round . .  5,000 
15. Excavating ponds..  ...................... 10,000 
16. Temporary inclosure.. .................... 15,000 
17. Construction of roads and bridges.. . . . . . . .  50,000 

Total .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $230,000 

AS soon as the ground can be prepared, i t  i s  intended 
t o  plant out the exterior line, wherever the presence of 
rocks does not prevent, with an irregular border sf nur- 
sery trees, some of which may be used as they a re  wanted, 
while others will be suffered to remain as  a permanent 
plantation. T o  facilitate the grouping, all  the lines of 
riem from different points have been laid down upon the 
plan. 

I n  the construction of the roads, improvement of the 
water-courses, and preparation of the ponds, certain points 
will be indicated, where, by transplanting full grown trees, 
immediate effect will be produced. The  young growth, 
which is now on tlic park, and which is all  that has been 
spared by the  rapacious occupants of the cabins which 
deface the ground, will, in a co~nparatively short time, 
add a material beauty to the park, especially i f  iinlnediate 
steps are  taken to inclose the area, and preserve the vege- 
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tation from further depredations. Delay in this matter is 
tho worst policy that can I)e adopted. 

Six ycars of legislation have already been spent in se- 
curing the ground. Less time than this will suffice to re- 
store, in solrle measure, i t s  original beauty; nature stands 
ready, with hcr reprodactive power, to rnake up for tho 
delay, and put to shame the wantonness of man. 

Let  the work of improvement be begun a t  once, and 
those who conceived this nieasure will see i t  completed. 
The hot days of midsummer will soon return, with the 
pestilence in  their train, and the overworked inhabitants 
mill seek in vain a spot where they can breat,he the pure 
a i r  of hcaven. The annual record of mortality will again 
nuniber i ts  tcn thousand victims, from children under five 
years of age, to most of whom air would hare  been life, 
but whose parents have not the means to seek for i t  beyond 
the limits of the city, while tardy legislation prevents 
their finding i t  here. Thus humanity adds her pleading 
voice to the many powerful reasons for no longer with- 
holding this great public boon and blessing. 
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TO EGBERT L. VIELE, Esq., 
E1:ai7zeer-in- - Chief : 

CENTRAI, PARK, FIRST DIVISION, 
FEW YORK, January,  1,1857. 

SIR:-In obedience to your orders, I herewith submit 
a report .  on that  portion of the Central  Pa rB  which has  
been allotted to  my charge, embracing a general recon- 
naisance of i ts  topographical features, togcther with an 
account of the field-work, which has hcen perforleed since 
the o rgan iz~ t ion  of Ihc party. 

The  first. o r  southern division of the Central  Pa rk ,  
comprises that  portion extending fro:n Fifty-ninth street  
northward to Sixty-ninth street, and included between 
the Fifth and E>ightli avenues The upper portion, ex- 
cepting the extreme enst, and comprising nearly one half 
of the whole, forms an  extensive plateau, from seventy t o  
t o  ninety feet above the niean level of high water, assumed 
as  a plane of reference. 

The  lower portion, on the contraray, presents an exceed- 
ingly diversified and abrupt appearance, i t s  elements 
scem a t  first sight too incongruolxs for classification; 
a closer examination, however, shows that  i t  is  divided 
in to  three ridges, o r  ranges, which, for convenience, a r e  
designated as the western, middle and eastern. They 
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a re  ~nost ly  high and rocky, separated from each other by 
intervening valleys of saryirrg width, the rangcs a r e  
nearly parallel in direction, stretching fro111 northwest 
to  southeast, and differing widely in their extent and 
general aspect. 

The western ridge conltnenccs a l i t t le cast of Seventh. 
avenue, at  which point i ts  lower extremity rises vertically ' 

from Fifty-ninth street  for twenty feet, prescilting a ledge 
two huudred fect in width and onc hundred fcet on the  
course of the range, mich sided forming a steep descent in 
every direction. Proeeccling northward, we find the ridge 
so level and depressed, as scarcely to deserve i ts  narne, pre- 
serving an average width of fire hundred fcct, but possess- 
ing no feature worthy of particnlar notice till we reach 
Sixty-second street. Here,  between the Serenth and 
Eighth arcnucs. a ledge of rock rises twenty fcet above 
the general level, with a siiort stccp dcscent on its western 
side, and a long easy slope to the east. At this point, the  
street  has dirided the ledgt., which reappears on the upper 
side with a midt11 of one hundred feet, and extending 
seventy-five feet before again dipping to the general level. 

T w o  remaining elevations c!ailil attention: one rises 
abruptly to a height of thirty feet in the northwestcrn 
angle of Sixty-second strect  and Seventh arcnue, form- 
ing, a t  i t s  sulnmit, a floor of rock fifty feet in diameter. 
The  other a t  Sixty-third street .  a l i t t le west of Seventh 
avenue, i s  a rocky knoll ten feet in height, with a base 
of forty feet. T h e  remainder of the ridge rises with a 
gentle ascent to i t s  upper extremity a t  Sixty-fourth street, 
where i t  i s  a b ~ v e  the grade of the Eighth avenue, some 
ten feet. 
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On the s ~uthern  side of this range, is a collection of 
water extending three hundred feet east frorn the retain. 
ing ~ v a l l  of Eighth at-enue, and five hundred feet south from 
tha t  sf  Sixty-second street; a culvert for i t s  passage ex- 
tends under and across the Eighth avenue, but  the water 
is at preseut stagnant. 

The western ridge is limited on t h e  nortli by a broad 
valley, some two hundred feet in width, whose v e l l  de- 
fined boundaries constitute the dividing line between the 
upper and lower portions of the division. Originating a t  
the Eighth arenuc, between Sixty-fourth and Sixty-sixth 
streets, i t  sweeps eastward, by an eas j  curve, rcacliing the 
Seventh arenue a t  Sixty-second street. A t  this point one 
branch extends along the avenue to Sixty first street, and 
then in a southeastern direction to  Fifty-i~iiith street, 
terminating a t  the summit of a gentle risc whicll connects 
i t  with the plain below. The main branch, on the other 
hand, follower a line nearly east, its sides a t  first narrow- 
ing, and again receding, till, a t  Sixth avenue and Sixty- 
second street, i t  becorncs the base of a depression stretch- 
ing up the arenue to Sixty-sixth street. Again curving 
gracefully to  the  south, i t  forms, in i ts  passage between 
the middle and eastern range, a miniature lake, some one 
hundred and fifty feet in diameter. T h e  aspect of the 
park a t  this place, is perhaps wilder than a t  any other 
spot. A t  Sixtieth street, the valley merges into an open 
plain, which covers the south-eastern portion of the divi- 
sion, the only exception being an elevation in the angle 
of Fifty-ninth street and Fifth arcnue, which, extending 
fifty feet in  width and twenty in height, reaches westward 
three hundred and fifty-feet, terminating abruptIy in a face 
of rock. 
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Next, is the middle range, which is included between 
Sixtieth and Sixty-second streets, and from four hundred 
feet east to four hundred feet west of Sixth avenue. On 
the northeast i t  is  bold, rocky and precipitous, and from 
forty to fifty feet in height. On the west also, i ts  sides 
are steep, though attaining a less altitude, while on the 
remaining portionu, the ascent is long and gradual; the 
summit is generally level; commanding from all points 
a widely extended view. In  the centre this ridge is 
itself almost divided by a depression, reaching, in a south- 
erIy direction, from Sixty-first street to  the place of its 
base. 

The eastern range occupies a belt two hundred feet in  
width, from Sixtieth to Sixty-third street, i6s centre being 
about midway between the Fifth and Sixth avenues; i t  
contains three marked elevations, the remaining portion 
being but slightly above the valleys which i t  separates. 
Of these clevstions thc most southerly is  forty feet in 
height, with sides nearly vertical on the west and north- 
west, and rapidly ascending a t  all other points; its sum- 
mit is fifty feet in diameter, and tolerably level. The next 
in importance, is a ledge of rock a t  Sixty-third street, 
twenty feet in height and one hundred feet in width, 
and about fifty feet in depth. The last, near Sixty- 
third street, but farther to the east, is a small knoll, ten 
feet in height, with a base of nearly fifty feet. 

Prom the eastern range to  Fifth avenue, the surface is 
level, with the exception of a rocky l~noll,  twenty-five 
feet in height and sixty in diameter, which occupies the 
south side of Sixty-third street a t  Fifth avenue, rising 

4 
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vertically from the east, north and west, and with mo- 
derate steepness from the south. At  Sixty-first street, 
twenty feet west of Fifth avenue, we find another lake of 
miniature proportions, whose outlet is through the valley 
in which i t  is located, winding its way to the plain a t  
Fifty-ninth street, where i t  soon loses its identity, in  
commingling with other streams. 

Extending on the north, and to the limits of the divi- 
sion, is the plateau before referred to, its southern ex- 
tremity stretching westward in the vicinity of Sixty- 
sixth street to the Sixth avenue; thence bearing down- 
ward ant! reaching Sixty-fifth street, halfway to the Fifth 
avenue. From this point, its westerc limit curves north- 
ward and westward, terminating a t  Sixty-ninth street, on 
the Sixth avenue. 

I t s  general character is that of a plain, slightly undu- 
lating; on the western side showing numerous outcrops of 
rock, while the middle and eastern portions appear cover- 
ed with a good soil, susceptible of a high state of cultiva- 
tion. It slopes gradually to the south, and a t  the extreme 
southeast, exposes, in the lons descent, numerous ledges 
af  rock, which, half hidden and half disclosed, impart a 
picturesque appearance to the scene. A t  the upper ex- 
tremity, the partial opening of Sixty-ninth street has formed 
a narrow body of water, extending most of the way from 
the Seventh avenue to the Eighth avenue, the portion on 
this division, being about thirty feet in width. One or  
two other small depressions also occur, none, however, of 
any magnitude. 

The only space yet remaining to be described, is that 
to the eastward of the plateau, I t s  upper portion is ele- 
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vated to nearly the same level with the plateau of which 
i t  appears a t  first sight to be rnerely a prolongation. At 
Sixty-ninth street, a little east of Sixth avenue, two small 
ledges of rocks appear, and a t  the western base of these 
is  discerned the head of a valley, which, a t  first broad 
and level, gradually contracts, till, crossing Sixty-seventh 
street, three hundred and twenty-five feet east of Sixth 
avenue, i t  becomes narrowed to a small stream, which 
forces i ts  way southward through high banks for one huu- 
dred feet; then being joined by another stream of like 
dimensions, i t  proceeds still southward, the long ascent 
on the west leading to the summit of the plateau, while 
eastward, the ground rises gradually to the Fifth avenue, 
which is crossed by the stream a t  Sixty-fourth street, a 
culvert under the arsenal grounds, providing for i ts  pas- 
sage. The other stream heads, also a t  Sixty-ninth street, 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues, the ground on either 
side being of the same elevated and level character which 
distinguishes the upper portion in general, till we reach 
Sixty-seventh street; here, on the east, a knoll of rock 
rises some thirty-feet in height with i ts  sidessloping steeply 
to,the sonth, and more gradually on the east and north. On 
the west is also a ridge, which, forming the division between 
the,two streams, extends only to their intersection, one hun- 
dred and fifty feet south of Sixty-seventh street, its average , 

width here is about twenty feet, and a t  its lower extrem- 
ity terminates abruptly in a vertical face of rock ten feet 
in height. On the northern side of Sixty-seventh street, 
this same ledge extends for three hundred feet, reaching 
i ts  culminating point a t  seventy-five feet, and here form- 
ing a floor of rock fifty feet wide and nearly two hundred 
in length. The difference between the greatest elevation 
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and lowest depression on the division is seventy-two feet, 
the lowest point appearing fifty feet north of Fifty-ninth 
street, and three hundred feet west of Fifth avenue, 
giving a height of twenty-three feet two inches above the 
plane of reference, and the highest showing ninety-five 
feet six inches, and occurring near Sixty-ninth street, a 
little east of the Eighth avenue. 

JJialb 8&~rlz, 
The party was organized on the 1'7th of June, consist- 

ing of the surveyor, with a first and second assistant. 
Taking ' the field a t  once, they proceeded to determine 
the exterior line of the division, and, notwithstanding 
the intense heat, they finished the work by the middle 
of July, having prepared three profiles, one of Fifty- 
ninth street, another of the Fifth avenue, and the last  
of the Eighth avenue, beside the necessary computations 
for excavation and embankment. A t  this time, an axe- 
man was added to the party, and they commenced the 
topographical survey, running transit lines fifty feet apart ,  
from Fifty-ninth street northward, and driving stakes 
every fifty feet on these lines, from Fifth to  Eighth ave- 
nue. Progress was necessarily slow, from the rugged 
character of the ground, it being rarely practicable to ob- 
tain a sight over six hundred feet a t  a single settidg of 
the instrument; considerable brush was also encountered, 
through which the lines could only be run by clearing a 
path through the brush with a bush-hook, and trouble was 
experienced with the poisonous ivy, which occurs abund- 
antly in the brush; one member of the party was so badly 
poisoned with it, as to be confined to his room for a 
fortnight. 



Notwithstanding these annoyances, the work has been 
steadily continued up to the p r e ~ e n t  time, varied by oc- 
casional leveling, staking out of roads, and tracing the 
streams of the park to their outlet, with reference to 
determining the requisite mode of drainage. 

The number of stakes thus placed is about two thou- 
sand; from the Fifth to Seventh avenue, the space from 
Fifty-ninth to Sixty-third street is  completed; between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues, i t  is completed from Fifty- 
ninth to Sixty-sixth streets. I n  addition, somc five hun- 
dred have been placed in the upper portion, between the 
Fifth and Seventh avenues. 

I n  conclusion, i t  is hut justice to say, that the satisfac- 
tory progress of the work, is due, in a great measure, to 
the gentlemen of the party, who have so ably seconded 
my efforts; through every discouragement, they have 
worked cheerfully and with unremitting perseverance. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

CHARLES K. GRAHAM, 
City Surceyor and Engineer, 

in charge of First Divison. 
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SECOND DIVISION, CENTRAL PARK, 
December 31,1856. 

EGBERT L. VIELE, EEQ., 
Engineer-in- Chief. 

SIR :-I hare  the honor to submit herewith a report of 
the progress made in the surveys of the division of the 
Central Park, placed, by your direction, under my imme- 
diate superintendence. 

This division is embraced between the Fifth and Eighth 
avenues, which are  i ts  eastern and western boundaries ; 
and extends from Sixty-ninth street on the south, to 
Seventy-ninth street on the north, comprising an area of 
nearly one hundred and seventy-four (174) acres ;-and 
from the picturesque alternations of hill, vale, streamlet, 
dell, and precipice, i t  presents a series of topographical 
characteristics, which a t  little cost will render this divis- 
ion of the P a r k  one of the most romantic spots on the 
island. 

A t  the intersection of Seventy-fourth street with the 
Fifth avenue, is a broad valley about forty feet above 
tide-water, and twenty feet below the established grade 
of the adjacent thoroughfares. This valley extends, in a 
sinuous course, to the Eiglith avenue, and is  traversed by 
a rivulet which drains the entire division. The side 
slopes on the northern esterior are  very gradual as far 
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a s  the line of the Sixth avenue ; while those on the south 
are steep and precipitous, and rise to a height of eighty 
feet above tide ; which elevation is reached a t  Seventy- 
second street, where the topograpl~y changes to a broad 
plateau, stretching southerly to Sixth-ninth street, and 
terminating on the west in a ridge, from the summit of 
which several interesting views are obtained. Following 
this ridge as far as  Seventy-second street, i t  curves sharp- 
ly  to thc north, and descends rapidly until i t  terminates 
in an acute angle of quartzoze rock, a t  the junction of 
Sixth avenue alld Seventy-third street. 

The first northern arm of the central valley, which is 
traversed by a branch of the main rivulet, commences 
about three hundred and fifty feet from the Fifth avenue, 
and preserves this distance until i t  reaches Seventy-ninth 
street. At  intervals, the course of the brook expands 
into small lakes. 

On the east of the valley, the ground rises toward 
Fifth avenue, and rolls from that point toward Seventy- 
ninth street, between which i t  is divided into orchards, 
gardens and pasture lands. On the west, i t  ascends rap- 
idly for about three hundred feet, and beyond that, for a 
width of five hundred feet, i t  forms an inclined plane to 
the north, the general unitbrmity of which is broken by 
~ccasionsl  mounds and outcroppings of rock. The por- 
tion east of the Sixth avenue is grazing land ; and in the 
vicinity of Seventy-eighth strcet a grove of cedars is 
found growing upon, and partially concealing, a clump of 
roclrs. From this point the view is charmingly pic- 
turesque ; i ts elevation is one hundred feet above tide. 
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That portion lying west of the Sixth avenue is covered 
with a fine growth of young locust, which only require 
a skillful hand to transform them into a grove of a highly 
ornamental character. 

Still following the central valley, i t  pursues a serpen- 
tine course around the ridges, terminating a t  Seventy- 
third street, to about three hundred feet from the Sixth 
avenue, where the valley expands to a width of three 
hundred feet. A t  this point i t  is intersected by another 
valley of uniform slope, extending south to Seventy-first 
street. 

About one hundred feet beyond this intersection, on 
the north, is a sheltered ravine, the sides of which are 
overhung by huge masses of rock, and interwoven with 
clusters of the wild grape and ivy. Here is also a small 
stream, which forms the outlet for a lake near the base of 
the reservoir, and has, throughout its winding course, nu- 
merous cascades and waterfalls which percolate through 
the interstices of the rock. The length of this ravine is  
about one thousand feet, and it varies in width from fifty 
to two hundred feet. 

'The ridge forming the eastern boundary presents few 
points of interest, except to the geologist ; while that on 
the west, eonimencing a t  Seventy-fourth street and the 
Seventh avenue, rises gradually to Seventy-fifth street ; 
beyond this the  sock assumes a varied character, and 
forms a series of spherical terraces. Reaching the summit 
of this elevation, equal to one hundred and thirty-four 
feet above tide, is a tablet, level in  ~urface, and covering 
an area of five thousand square feet. 
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From this the coup d'ceil is pleasing in the greatest 
degree ; and as the circuit of vision is wholly unobstruct- 
ed, i t  naturally suggests the location of a tower, or ob- 
servatory, on this point. 

At  S e ~ e n t h  avenue is intersected the principal valley 
running north and south ; its point of beginning is on 
Sixty-ninth street, near the Sixth avenue, st an elevation 
of sixty-seven feet above tidc-water. I t  descends with an 
easy grade to Seventieth street (being drained by a small 
stream which empties itself into the main rivulet, two 
hundred feet west of the Seventh avenue, a t  Seventy-third 
street, forming the only southern tributary), where i t  sud- 
denly expands to a width of three hundred feet, and forms 
an extensive plain, which unites with the central valley 
already described. The eastern slope of this valley is 
formed by a ridge eighty feet in height, which runs par- 
allel with, and distant one hundred feet east from the 
Seventh avenue. The western bollndary between Seven- 
tieth and Seventy first streets consists of a succession of 
rugged slopes; thence to Seventy-second street, where 
the valley is five hundred feet wide, the sides are a series 
of gentle undulations rising to the west ; from this point 
it curves round the base of a perpendicular, rock ninety 
feet above tide-water, to the junction of Seventy-third 
street and Eighth avenue, and then extends to Seventy- 
fifth street, where i t  is  broken by a spur, projecting from 
the Eighth avenue, and an isolated hillock, which rises 
near the line of the Seventh avenue. Beyond this, a t  
Seventy-sixth street, the plain loses itself in a cluster of 
llills lying parallel with each other, dividing the ground 
into three parts, and forming three magnificent passes, in 
which the scenery is of a shadowy and sylvan character. 



Doc. No. 5.) 58 

The central pass is the most attractive ; i t  is about 
seventy-five feet wide, three hundrcd feet long, and is 
hemmed in by high hills on either halid. The one on 
the west rises forty feet above the valley level, and pre- 
sents one of the most renial.liable geological features in 
the park. 

The eastern pass is lost in the rolling ground beyond 
Seventy-seventh street. 

The western one strikes off and runs along the Eighth 
avenue, uniting again with the central one a t  Seventy- 
seventh street, leading through a net work of dells to 
the northern limit of the division. 

A small pond is found on the line of the Eighth Bvenue, 
a t  Seventy-sixth street, formed by a stream which enters 
the park near Seventy-ninth street. This pond has an 
outlet a t  Seventy-sixth street, which passes under the av- 
enue, and returns again to the park a t  Seventy-fourth 
street, where i t  becomes the principal rivulet of the 
central valley. 

The southeasterly section, extending from Seventy- 
third street and Eighth avenue to Sixty-ninth street and 
Seventh avenue, is broken into a succession of hills, val- 
leys and table lands, prominent among which is a plateau, 
extending from Seventy-third street to Seventy-first street, 
with an average width of two hundred feet, and a grad- 
ual slope ioward the south. 

Between Seventy-first and Sixty-ninth streets the ground 
is exceedingly rugged, and uninteresting in description. 
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The field operations were co~limenced on the 14th of 
June-the party consistiilg of a chic£; a first and second 
assistant, and an  axe-man. 

From tha t  date  until the 12th of July, the  party was 
engaged in locating and determining the elevation of the 
exterior line: of the division, and also in  making the 
profiles, estimates, &c., &c., having experienced great 
difficulty on the easterly side, in  consequence of all  the 
monuments on the line of the Fifth avenue having been 
either removed or rendered unreliable. 

During the remainder of July and the month ofAugust, 
the party was occupied in running transit lines east and 
west, a t  intervals of fifty feet, commencing a t  the centre 
line of Sixty-ninth street, and going thence northerly, 
thereby cutting the division into a scries of squares. The 
progress was rendered slow by the intense heat, which 
limited the work to mclrning and evening hours. The  
party also suffered much from having, in many instances, 
been severely poisoned by the wild ivy which is found in 
great abundance on this division, and which presents a 
serious impediment in  running the lines, a s  it can only 
be removed by a bush-hook a t  great expense of time and 
labor. 

From the 1 s t  of September to the 10th of December, 
we corltinued to  run the east and west lines, and also 
traced the course of the stream, draining this division, to 
its termination a t  the East  river, and located various 
roads, k c .  
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U p  to  this date, we had run the transverse lines be- 
tween the Fifth and Sixth avenues, from Sixty-ninth to 
Seventy-ninth street, between the Sixth and Seventh av- 
enues, a s  far north as Seventy-fourth street; and between 
the Seventh and Eighth avenues, from Sixty-ninth to 
Seventy-seventh streets. 

From the 10th of December to the present time, the 
party has been engaged in leveling and plotting the field 
work, determining the contour lines for every foot in 
height. 

I n  conclusion, I cannot omit the opportunity to express 
my entire satisfaction with the manner in  which the gen- 
t,lernen, composing n ~ y  party, have performed their several 
duties. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

JAMES C. S. SINCLAIR,  
Engifieer, Second Division, C. P. 
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NEW YORK, January 5,1856. 

EGBERT L. VIELE, EsQ., 
Engir~eer-in- Chief, Central Parlc : 

DEAR SIR:-In accordance with your instructions, I sub- 
mit a summary review of the operations that  have been 
carried on under my surveillance as Surveyor of the Third 
Division of the Central Park,  which, as you are  aware, is 
bounded on the south by the centre of Seventy-ninth 
street, on the north by Ninety-sixth street, on the west by 
the Eighth avenue, and on the east by the Fifth avenue 
I would embrace this occasion to render a brief descrip- 
tion of the topographical features of the surface of the 
ground embraced in said division. 

The lowest point, as  yet ascertained in this division, is 
situated on the central line of Seventy-ninth street, distant 
two hundred and seventy feet westerly from the westerly 
line of the Fifth avenue, and is sixty-six feet above high 
water. The highest point is situated between Eighty-third 
and Eighty-fourth streets, about one hundred feet easterly 
from the easterly line of Eighth avenue, and is one hnn- 
dred and thirty-four feet above high water. 

The grade of the surface of the ground of the westerly 
line or  side of the Fifth avenue. extending from the centre 
of said Seventy-ninth street to Eighty-sixth street, pre- 
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sents rather a n  even appearance. Between Seventy-ninth 
and Eightieth streets on the Fifth avenue, there occurs a 
gradual declension, extending about ttl-o hundred and 
fifty feet westerly from said avenuc; from this terminus 
the ground partakes of a gradual rise o r  elevation, ex- 
tending to a range line distaat about one hundred and 
fifty feet easterly of the Sixth avenue; from this last line 
occurs a steep ascent to the easterly mall of the Distribut- 
ing Reservoir. This portion of the ground is mainly 
composed of a hard species of rock. Eightieth street 
has been opened and graded, connecting the Fifth and 
Sixth avenuef, which forms an embanBmcnt o r  elevation 
of about eight feet above the surface of the ground on 
the nortlierly and southerly sides thereof. The width of 
which, on its upper surface is about twenty-five fcet, and 
a t  the basc about fifty feet. 

The surface of the ground on the Sixth avenue, extend- 
ing from Eightieth to Eighty-sixth streets, presents an 
even uniform appearance. Quitc a large en~banliment of 
stone has been erected on the easterly linc of said last- 
mentioned avenue, extending from said Eightieth street, 
to about the cnetre of the block between Eightieth and 
Eighty-first streets. Thc surface of the land on the 
eaeterly side of this embankment, is mostly wet and 
marshy; the average depth of which, below the surface of 
the avenue, being about twelve feet, and extending about 
two hundred and fifty feet along Eightieth street, easterly 
from said embankment. The grounds extending easterly 
from this soil present an even grade until within a short 
distance from the westerly line of the Fifth avenue, where 
a slight rise occurs. About midway between Eightieth 
and Eighty-first streets, the surface of the land partakes 
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of a rise extending northerly to within a short distance 
north of Eighty-first street, from which said last men- 
tioned terminus there appears to be an even surface 
extending to Eighty-sixth street. There also occurs a 
gradual declension of the surface of the land comniencing 
about two hundred feet easterly from the easterly line of 
the Sixth avenue, (extending from Eighty-first to Eighty- 
sixth street,) and terminating on a line distant about one 
hundred and fifty feet westerly from the westerly line of 
the Fifth avenue, where a yery slight rise occurs. The 
foregoing remarks comprise the general features of the 
surface of the land bounded by Seventy-ninth and Eighty- 
sixth streets, thc easterly wall of the Distributing Reser- 
voir, and the Fifth avenue. 

Eighty-sixth street has been opened and graded, cross- 
ing both the Fifth and Sixth avenues, and coinciding with 
the present grade of the Fifth avenue and tlie surface of 
the adjoining land on the northerly and southerly sides 
thereof, for a space o r  distance of one hundred and 
seventy-five feet; beyond this distance the gratle of such 
street averages a rise of some three o r  four feet above the 
surface of the ground on its northerly and southerly sides, 
until within a fern feet of the Sixth avenue, where the 
grade again coincides with the grade of said last  men- 
tioned avenue, as the same a t  present exists. This street 
is  the only one on my division that has been regularly 
opened and graded, connecting the Fifth and Eighth 
avenues. 

The surface of the ground between Eighty-sixth and 
Ninetieth streets, extending three hundred and fifty feet 
westerly from the Fifth avenue, presents a slight declen- 
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sion above Ninetieth street, and between said street and 
Ninety-first street, a slight declension also occurs, extend- 
iug about one hundred and seventy feet westerly from the 
westerly line of the Fifth avenue. A slight knoll o r  
mound of earth and rock i s  discernible, commencing 
about one hundred arid fifty feet westerly from the Fifth 
avenue, and one hundred feet northerly from Ninety-first 
street, and extending nort l~er ly  about one hundred feet, 
the average width of which i s  about fifty feet. Along 
Ninety-sixth street a gradual rise takes place, (over a 
broken and uneven surface of ground,) extending westerly 
to the Sixth avenue. The  surface of this portion of the 
division presents a rough and jagged appearance, being 
more or less rocky. The  base of this rough and  uneven 
ridge extends from the last  terminus diagonally across from 
the Seventh arenue and Ninety-second street to Ninetieth 
street and the Eighth avenue. A rise from this diagonal 
base line northerly and westerly occurs, extending t o  
Ninety.fourth street; from which las t  street a rough and 
uneven surface presents itself, extending beyond Ninety- 
sixth street. A small plane surface, however, exists in 
this eminence between hinety-first and Ninety-third 
streets, extending two hundred feet easterly from the 
easterly line of the Eighth avenue. The surface of this 
portion of the ground is mostly rock, or rock covered with 
a slight coating of earth. The surface of the ground 
between Eighty-eighth and Ninetieth streets, extending 
from the Eighth avenue eastmardly, until within a space 
distant thrce hundred and fifty feet westerly from the 
Fif th  avenue, presents an even appearance; a slight rise 
then takes place, extending eastwardly to said last  men- 
tioned avenue. The  :surface of the land from Eighty- 
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sightla to Eighty-sixth streets, between the Sixth and 
Eighth avenues, partakes of a gradual rise. The surface 
s f  the gronnd, lying between Eighty-fourth and Eighty- 
fifth streets and the Seventh and Eighth avenues, presents 
a gradual uniform grade. There is a slight declension, 
northerly, of the latter street, between said avenueq 
extending to Eighty-sixth street, the surface of which ie, 
with few exceptions, mostly composed of rock. Southerly 
from Eighty-fourth street, and between said avenues the 
surface takes a precipitate rise and is con~posed mostly of 
rock, on .the summit of which is the highest or greatesf; 
point of elevation in my division, the altitude being one 
hundred and thirty-four feet above high water, and is 
situated between Eighty-third and Eighty-fourth streets, 
and distant about one hundred feet easterly from the 
easterly line or side of the Eighth avenue; from the 
summit of this eminence, extending, as it does, easterly to 
the Seventh avenue, is very uneven, being the most rough 
and rocky portion of land included in my division. A 
short distance southerly from this elevated Iocation the 
surface assumes a broken and uneven declension extending 
to Eighty-first street. A rather even declension here 
takes place, extending to Eightieth street, beyond which 
the grade appears to be regular, as far as the boundary or  
limit of my division runs, with the exception of a cluster 
of rock, located on the centre of Seventy-ninth street, 
adjoining the reservoir, and near to the Seventh avenue, 
which projects several feet above the top of the walls 
of said reservoir. Trusting that the foregoing exposi- 
tion may give some faint idea of the nature and surface 
sf the ground as  embraced in my division, and as desired 

5 
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by SOU. I would take further occasion to state, that since 
my appointment as  surveyor on the third division of this 
important improvement, I have appointed my first and 
second assistants, and have proceeded agreeably to your 
request and v i e ~ s ,  in making the necessary preliminary 
surveys, assisted by the axe-men deputized to serve as  
such. The amount of work done by myself and assist- 
ants, since said appointment, has been prosecuted with 
care, and every measure taken that suggcsted itself to my 
views to facilitate the work. 

In  the first place, the westerly line or side of the Fifth 
avenue, extending from the centrc of Seventy-ninth street 
to Ninety-sixth street, (which said line forms the easterly 
boundary of my division,has been transited and measured 
agreeably to, and in conformity with, the streets, as they 
intersect the same, and all proper and necessary levels of 
the surface ol the ground on said line, taken as such and 
such measurement of height above high water. 

Secondly. The nccessary profile, showing the surface of 
he same, has been dra&hted, delineating the elevation of 

said surface, above high water, and the elevation and de- 
ression above and below the grade of said avenue, which 

said profile has been submitted. 

Thirdly. The easterly line or side of the Eighth ave- 
nue, extending from the centre of Seventy-ninth street to 
Ninety-sixth street, which said line forms the westerly 
boundary of my division, has likewise been transited and 
measured, agreeably to, and in conformity with, the 
streets, as they now intersect the same; and all proper 
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and necessary levels of the surface of the ground, on said 
line, have been taken as such and such measurement of 
elevation above high water. 

Fourthly. The necessary profile, showing the surface of 
the ground on said line, has been draughted, delineating 
the height of said surface above high water, and the ele- 
vation and depression above and below the grade of said 
avenue, which profile has been submitted. 

Fifthly. I have, with the co-operation of my assistants, 
measured and staked out the westerly line of the Fifth 
avenue, extending from the centre of Seventy-ninth street 
to Ninety-sixth street, in spaces distant fifty feet apart, 
commencing a t  the centre of said Seventy-ninth street, 
on said line. When stone walls, or other obstacles now 
on said line, have interfered with the driving of the neces- 
sary stake or stalres, the same I have caused to be driven 
or inserted in the ground on an offset inside of said line. 

Sixthly. I have likewise transited the easterly and cen- 
tre lines of the Sixth avenue, from the centre of Seventy- 
ninth street to Ninety-sixth street, and .measured and 
staked out the same, in spaces distant fifty feet apart 
commencing a t  the centre of Seventy-ninth street, OR said 
line. 

Seventhly. The necessary lines, extending from said 
centre line of the Sixth avenue to the westerly line of 
the Fifth 'avenue, between the centre of Seventy-ninth 
street and Ninety-sixth street, have been transited, which 
form the fifty feet squares; and in accordance with your 
plans. 1 have caused to be driven or inserted stakes a t  
~ u c h  points where said lines intersect; furthermore, the 
easterly line of the Seventh avenue, from Eighty-sixth to 
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Ninety-sixth street, and the easterly line of the Eighth 
avenue, from said Eighty-sixth street to Ninety-sixth 
street, have been transited, measured and staked in spaces 
distant fifty feet apart, commencing a t  Eighty-sixth street 
on said line. 

Eighthly. The necessary lines, extending from said east- 
erly line of the Seventh avenue to the centre line of the 
Sixth avenue, between Eighty-sixth and Ninety-third 
streets, have been transited; also, the proper lines, ex- 
tending from said easterly line of the Eighth avenue to  
the easterly line of the Seventh avenue, between said 
Eighty-sixth and Ninety third streets, thereby forming the 
necessary fifty foot squares, as  desired, or have caused to  
be driven or inserted, stakes a t  such points where the 
lines so intersect. 

JVinthly. The course of tlie running streams of water, 
on my division, have been traced from their origin to that 
portion of the ground under my superintendence where 
i t  leaves the same, and a proper and sufficient map or  
chart thereof, delineating its course, as also the low, 
marshy land in its vicinity, has been dranghted, and sub- 
mitted to you in accordance'with your desire. 

Lastly. All the stakes driven between the centre line of 
Seventy-ninth street and Eighty-sixth street, and extend- 
ing from the Fifth avenue to and including the centre 
line of the Sixth avenue, have been properly lettered and 
numbered. Levels have been taken of the surface of the 
ground, a t  all the stakes so lettered and numbered, as also 
intermediate levels, where the same were absolutely ne- 
cessary for the purpose of showing the elevation of the 
surface of the ground, a t  such points as above high water, 
as also the elevation and depression above and below the 



69 (Doc. No. 5. 

grades of said avenues, as now graded. To ascertain the 
topographical appearance of the surface of such portion 
of my division, which I have chosen to style the first sec- 
tion, extending as i t  does from the centre of Seventy- 
ninth street to Eighty-sixth street, and lying between the 
westerly line of the Fifth avenue and the easterly wall of 
the Distributing Reservoir. A map or chart of the same 
has been drawn, showing the position of this section, the 
locality of the stakes where driven, and the elevation of 
the surface of the ground a t  such localities, as also inter- 
mediate elevations, where necessary, above high water, 
have been delineatcd on said map, which has likewise been 
submitted. 

I n  conclusion, allow me to  state, that the work has 
been prosecuted with energy, on my part and that of my 
assistants, in order to facilitate this great improvement, 
For many weeks the work apparently progressed slowly, 
but this was mainly owing to the obstructions that were 
'met with in transiting the necessary lines. For  years 
past, this portion of the park has been much neglected by 
the original owners, whereby large groves of marshy and 
entangled brush and vines have been allowed to accurnu- 
late, rendering i t  absolutely necessary for us to cut our 
way through, for many hundred feet, in order to be ena- 
bled to drive or insert a stake a t  i ts proper position. Since 
such staking, the brush has been removed by parties em- 
ployed by the Croton Aqneduct Department, in order to 
facilitate the progress of their engineers, and does not 
now appear. I would likewise state,' that  a t  all such po- 
sitions or localities where stakes were necessary to be 
driven or inserted, but could not be, owing to a rocky 
surface a t  such points, crosses have been chiseled on the 
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body of such rock. Since the commencement of my du- 
ties, as surveyor of this division, the Croton Water  De- 
partment have caus2d a trench to be constructed, in order 
to carry off the waste water from the surface of the 
ground; and in this trench many points for iuserting 
stakes have necessarily happened, but which I hare not 
deemed i t  advisable to drive, as the same would become 
soon concealed from the view by the washings of the 
sides of such trench during and after a storm. The num- 
ber of stakes that have been thus far used, I should judge 
to be about two tholxsand eight hundred and fifty or two 
thousatld nine hundred. The early setting in of the 
frost has rendered i t  impossible for any further insertion 
of stakes; otherwise I should have been able to have re- 
ported the whole of my division, excepting that portion 
bounded by Seventy-ninth and Eighty-sixth streets, and 
the Seventh and Eighth avenues, as coriipletely staked. 
The foregoing exposition of work done and performed, 
covers a period commencing with my appointment as  sur- 
veyor on this division, up to the first day of January inst; 
and trusting that the same has met with your approba- 
tion, I remain, 

Yours, respectfully, 

NORMAN E W E N ,  
Surveyor, Third Division, C.  P. 
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FOURTH DIVISION, CENTRAL PARK, 
December, 1856. 

SIR:--I have the honor to submit, herewith, the follow- 
ing report of the progress made in the surveys of the 
division under my charge. 

The division extends from Ninety-sixth street on the 
south, to One hundred and sixth street on the uorth, and 
from the Fifth to the Eighth avenue, comprising an area 
of nearly one hundred and sixty-seven acres. 

The peculiar formation of this division renders i t  neces- 
sary, in order to give a topographical and connected de- 
scription, to commence at  its northern limit, and proceed 
southward; for though i t  presents many interesting 
features, they are so irregular that i t  contains neither 
ridge nor valley, which may be said to extend entirely 
dhrough the division, in any direction. 

On One hundred and sixth street, about two hundred 
and fifty feet west of the Sixth avenue, is McGowan's 
Pass, eleven feet six inches above tide, and thirty-eight 
feet below the grade of the street. 

This pass is about thirty feet wide and ei&t hundred 
fect long, and is bounded on either side by frowning hills. 
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I t  is traversed by a fine brook, which has its principal 
source in a stream passing under the Eighth avenue, and 
entering the park a t  One hundred and first street. The 
general course of the pass is southwesterly. 

The northwesterly corner s f  this division, which is 
bounded by the streamlet referred to, forming a quadrant, 
eonsists of a successio~l of slopes and table lands, rising 
one above the other, until they finally terminate in a 
plane, one hundred and thirty feet above tide; distant tw0 
hundred and fifty feet from the Eighth avenaze, and one ' 
hundred feet south of One hundred and sixth street. A s  
this plane is entirely devoid of trees, it affords a mag- 
nificent view of the s-irrounding country. 

The ground on the east of the pass rises uniformly to a 

height of ninety-three feet above tide, a t  One hundred 
and fifth street, about two hundred and fifty feet east of 
the Sixth avenue. This elevation is the present site of 
the institution known as '' Mount St. Vincent," which 
also incloses the original McGowan mansion. From this 
point the ground descends very rapidly to  the east and 
north, while in the south its descent is moregradual. I t s  
slope is broken, however, by a hill a t  the junction of Sistb 
avenue and One hundred and third street, the elevation oi 
which i s  ninety feet above tide. 

Between One hundred and second and One hundred and 
third streets. McGowan's Pass spreads into a broad val- 
ley, which strikes off to the avenue, a t  its junction with 
One hundred and first street. 

At  the termination of the pass, the ground on the south 
rises about twenty feet, and then strikes of f  in a gentle 
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valley, leading in a winding course to the junction of 
Ninety-sixth street and Fifth avenue, where its elevation 
is seventy-six feet above tide. I t  is also traversed by s 
stream, rising from springs in the vicinity of Ninety- 
eighth street and Sixth avenue, and is bounded on the 
east by a ridge, pursuing a serpentine course, between the 
Fifth and Sixth avenues, from One hundred and third to 
Ninety-sixth street, jutting out i n  a point on the line of 
One hundred and first street, where i t  is crowned by a 

. knoll, ninety feet above tide. This ridge, on the east, 
has a very rapid descent toward the Fifth avenue. 

On the west of this valley the ground forms a plane, 
rising to the south and west i n  a uniform manner, having 
a ridge extending from Ninety-eighth to Ninety-ninth 
street, midway between the Sixth and Seventh avenues, 
ninety-two feet above tide. 

The southwestern section, extending from Ninety-ninth 
street and Eighth avenue t o  Ninety-sixth street and Sixth 
avenue, forms the southern boundary of the valley, strik- 
ing west. I t  is rolling ground. composed of shallow vales 
and out-cropping ridges of rock. 

The line of the southern boundary is an undulating sur- 
face, which rises one hundred and eleven feet above tide, 
two hundred feet west of the Sixth avenue, and falls from 
this point both to the east and west. 

The remains of E'ort Fish, on Sixth avenue, between 
One hundred and fifth and One hundred and sixth streets, 
are the only vestiges of the fortifications of the last war 
on this division. The lines of Fort  ~ l h t o n  are a short 
distance north of the park limit. 
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Through the eastern section of this division extends an 
irregular road, called the Old Boston Road, its general 
course laying from one hundred and fifty to six hundred 
feet cast of the Sixth avenue. From One hr~ndred and 
fifth street i t  takes a circuitous and rapid descent to the 
Harlem flats. 

There are but few trees of any size on this division; 
most of the fine timber which crowned the hills having 
been plundered, and even a thrifty orchard having shared 
the same fate during last winter. A great portion of the 
surface, however, is thickly covered with undergrowth, 
where, among thickets of besetting thorns and briars, 
many valuable shrubs and young trees are struggling for 
life. 

With a desire to save these, I have avoided clearing 
a broad surface for our surveys, preferring to open narrow 
lines. This has caused more delay in clearing, as well as 
more arduous duty in our surveys; but the park mill thus 
retain treasures which i t  would require time and expense 
to replace. 

I n  conclusion, sir, permit me to add, that no portion of 
the park contains more features capable of improvement, 
or more points of beauty and interest than the division 
which I have thus endeavored to describe. 

Jfi~Xb Work, 
The field work of the surl-eys on this division was com- 

menced on the 12th of June, 1856, with a party consisting 
of a chief, first and second assistants, and an axc-man. 

Our operations were, a t  first, directed to the surveys 
necessary for establishing, accurately, the exterior lines 
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of the park along the Fifth and Eighth avenues, from 
Ninety-sixth to Onc hundred and sixth street, and along 
One hundred and sixth street, from Fifth to Eighth ave- 
nue, Considerable difficulty was experienced from the 
absence of some of the monuments, and the incorrect PO- 
erition of others, which compelled us to p r o l o ~ ~ g  our lines 
to points sorne distance beyond the limits of the park. 
The exterior lines being accurately determined, and cor- 
rect profiles thereof obtained, we were enabled to arrive 
a t  estimates of the cost of different modcs of inclosing 
the area. 

About the 1st  of August the measurement of the intc- 
rior surface into squares of fifty feet was conirnenced. 
The intersections were marked with substantial stakes, 
properly numbered, and driven deep into the earth. At 
each intersection, the elevation above tide, of the point, 
was taken, and the frequent bold masses of rock, and ab- 
rupt declivities rendered many intermediate levels ne- 
cessary. 

The tangled masses of undergrowth with which three 
fourths of this division is covered, (which i t  was necessary 
to clear in lines fifty feet apart,) together with the steep 
declivities of the portion north of One hundred and first 
street, rendered the work of measurement and le-veling 
difficult and tedious in proportion to the accuracy which 
was necessary. 

On the first of January about one half of the division 
had been thus cleared and measured, and the elevations 
of about one third of the intersections accurately obtain- 
ed. I n  other words, ,about thirteen miles of clearing and 
staking had been done, on which more than eight miles of 
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elevations have been taken, and completed ready for the 
draughtsman. 

I n  addition to these operations, the surveys of build- 
ings and important interior lines, the tracing of water- 
courses, from their sources to tide; the estimates of loose 
materials to be removed. and the replacement of stakes, 
a t  important points, wantonly o r  carelessly destroyed by 
frequenters of the park grounds, have demanded and re- 
ceived the constant industry and attention of my party. 

I t  may not be amiss to state that, for the purpose of 
expediting the work, the party was generally divided, SO 

that the staking of one portion of the ground did not de- 
lay the clearing of another portion. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. B. BACON, 
Engiaeer i n  charge of Division. 



A P P E N D I X .  

To the Honorable the Common Council : 

GENTLEHEN :-The rapid augmentation of our population, and the 
great increase in the value of property in the lower part of the city, 
iustify me in calling the attention of your Honorable Body, to the neces- 
sity of making some suitable provision for the wants of our citizens, who 
are thronging into the upper wards, which but a few years since were 
considered as entirely out of the city. I t  seems obvious to nie that the 
entire tongue of land south of the line drawn across the Park, is destined 
to be devoted, entirely and solely, to commercial purposes ; and the Park 
and Battery, which were formerly favorite places of resort for pleasure 
and recreation, for citizens, whose residences mere below that line, are 
now deserted. The tide of population is rapidly flowing to the northern 
section of the island, and it is here that provision should be made for the 
thousands whose dwellings will, ere long, fill up the vacant streets and 
avenues north of Union Park. 

The public places of New York are not in keeping with the character 
of our city ; nor do they in any wise subserve the purpose for which 
such places should be set apart. Each year will witness a certain in- 
crease in the value of real cstate, out of the city proper, and I do not 
know that any period will be more suitable than the present one, for the 
purchase and laying out of a park, on a scale which mill be worthy of 
the city. 

There are places on the island easily accessible, and possessing all the 
advantages of wood, hwn and water, which might, a t  a comparatively 
small expense, be converted into a park, which would be at  once the pride 
and ornament of the city. Such a park, well laid out, would become the 
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favorite resort of all classes. There are thousands who pass the day of 
rest among the idle and dissolute, in portcr-houses, or in places more ob- 
jectionable, who would rejoice in being enabled to breath the pure air in 
such a place, while the ride and drive through its avenues, free from the 
noise, dust and confusion inseparable fiom all thoroughfares, would hold 
out strong i~iducements for the affluent to make it a place of resort. 

There is no park on the island deserving the name, and while I cannot 
belierc that  any one can be found to advance an objection against the ex- 
pediency of having such a one in our midst, I think that the expenditure 
of a sum necessary to procure and lay out a park of sufficient magnitude 
to answer the purposes above noted, would be wcll and wisely appropri- 
ated, and would be returned to  us four fold, in the hcalth, happiness and 
comfort of those whose interest are specially intrusted to our keeping- 
the poorer classes. 

The establisl~ment of such a park would prove a lasting monument to 
the wisdom, sagacity and forethought of its founders, and would secure 
the gratitude of thousands yet unborn, for the blessings of pure air, and 
the opportu~~ity for innocent, healthful enjoyment. 

I commend this subject to your consideration, in thc conviction that  
its importance will insure your careful attention and prompt action. 

A. C. KINGSLAND,  Mmyor. 

This message was referred to  the Committce on Lands and Places, 
which committee reported as folIows. (See Appendix B, page 79.) 
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(B) 
The Committee on Lands and Places, to  whom was referred the a o  

companying message from his Honor the Mayor, on the subject of pro- 
viding a public park in the upper part of the city, respectfully report : 
That since the proposition of his Honor the Nayor was submitted to your 
Honorable Body, the subject has awakened, in the minds of our fellow 
citizens, an uncommon interest, and public opinion (seizing upon the idea 
with more than its accustomed avidity,) gives earnest of its desires and 
wishes with regard t o  the great project in question. Your Committee, 
having carefully considered the important subject committed to  them, d e  
sire to express their hearty concurrence with the views of his Honor the 
Mayor. The necessity of such a park as that alluded to  in the message 
referred to your Committee, has long been acknowledged by all classes of 
the community, and for years past the subject has been referred to  by the 
public press of the city, and the expediency of providing some suitable 
place for general resort strongly advocated. 

Your Committee do not feel called upon to add any reasons to  those SO 

forcibly set forth by the Mayor, for the conclusions a t  which they have 
arrived, nor are they prepared to advance any arguments stronger than 
those so ably pnt forth by the chief magistrate. 

Your Committee being unanimously of the opinion that a suitable park 
should a t  once be laid out, proceeded to  examine various portions of the 
island, with a view to  select a site which should combine all the requisites 
for a place of public resort, and they believe they have found such an 
one. 

The lands known as Jones' Wood, in the vicinity of Sixty-sixth and 
Seventy-fifth streets, and running from the Third avenue to the East 
river, p~esents  all the requisites for a public park. The spot is easy of 
access from the city, it is abundantly shaded with trees of various descrip- 
tions, has a large water front, and could, by the exercise of proper care 
and a cultivated taste, be made equal in attractions to  any park in this 
or the old countries of Europe. 

The land inclosed between Sixty-sixth and Seventy-fifth streets, and 
the Third avenue aud the East river, covers an area of about one hundred 
and fifty acres, and is principally owned by Messrs. Jones and Schermer- 
born ; with them, your Committee have had several interviews, and they 
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were in hopes that they might be enabled to  lay before your Honorable 
Body some definite proposal for its sale and purchase. For  reasons, how- 
ever, which i t  is not necessary to mention, your Committee have not suc- 
ceeded in this, and i t  is a source of regret to them. 

Your Committee, however, deeply impressed with a sense of the im- 
portance of the subject committed to them, and of the magnitude of the 
interests involved, did not feel that they should discharge their duty fully 
or faithfully, if they allowed any considerations of private or personal in- 
terests adversly to a project which will tend, if carried to a successful 
consummation, t o  the welfare, comfort and enjoyment of so many thou- 
sands of our fellow citizens, they are deeply impressed with the necessity 
of laying out a park which shall a t  once be a credit and an ornament to 
the city, and believing that immediate action should be had, they offer 
for adoption the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That i t  is highly desirable that a plot of land, lying between 
Sixty-sixth and Seventy-fifth streets, and Third avenue and the East 
river, and also, that portion of the Schermerhorn estate, lying acljacent to 
said plot, between Sixty-fourth and Sixty-sixth streets, and Third avenue 
and the East river, be procured for a public park, for the free use of all 
the citizens of the city of New York. 

Resolved, That the Counsel to the Corporation be directed to  make 
application to the legislature of this state, a t  its next special session, for 
the passage of an act for the appointment of commissioners to take the 
property mentioned in the preceding resolution, for public use, and that 
the Finance Committees of the two Boards, together with the ComptroHer 
and his Honor the Mayor, be authorized to purchase the same, a t  any 
time, before the actual appointment of said commissioners. 

Resolved, That the Counsel to the Corporation be also instructed to  
make application to the legislature, a t  its next special session, for autho- 
rity to fund the amount to be paid for said plot of land or public park, 
the sum of fifty thousand dollars annually, t o  be paid by tax alone, with 
the interest thereon, not to exceed five per cent, until the whole sum be 
paid. 

WM. A. DOOLEY, Commzttee 
J A M E S R . B A L L ,  o n h n d s  
J A C O B  I". OAKLEY, 1 and Places. 

This report was adopted by a vote of fourteen to four, and sent to the 
Board of Assistants for concurrence. 
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('7 
A N  ACT 

RELATIVE TO THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF  THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND 

COMYOXALTY OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, I N  THE MATTER OF TAKING 

POSSESSION OF AND LAYIRG OUT CERTAIN LAKDS FOR A PUBLIC PARK I N  

THE NINETEENTH WARD OF THE SAID CITY. 

Passed July 11, 1S51; thrcc fifths being present. 

The Pc'ople of the State of hTeiv York, represented in Senate and Assembly, 
do enact as follows: 

SEC. 1. It shall be lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty 
of the city of New York, whenever they shall judge proper, to  cause 
application to  be made to the Supreme Court, in the first judicial dis- 
trict, a t  a special term thereof, for the appointment of commissioners for 
the purpose of performing the duties hereinafter prescribed, and upon 
such application, i t  shall be lawful for the said Court to whoin such appli- 
cation shall be made, to nominate and appoint five discreet and di~in-  
terested persons, being citizens of the said city, Commissioners of Esti- 
mate, for the purpose of performing the duties hereinafter prescribed. 
Notice of such intended application shall be published for a t  least two 
weeks ir. the Corporation newspapers, which said commissioners, before 
they enter upon the duties of their appointment, shall severally take and 
subscribe an oath or affirmation, before some person authorized to ad- 
minister oaths, faithfully to perform the trust and duties required of them 
by this act; which oath or affirmation shall be filed in the clerk's office 
of the city and county of New York; and i t  shall be the duty of the 
said commissioners, as soon as  conveniently may be, after their appoint- 
ment, t o  make just and true estimates of the loss and damage to the 
respective owners, lessees, parties and persons respectively entitled unto, 
or interested in, the following lands, tenements and premises situate in the 
Nineteenth ward of the city of New York, that is to say; all that certain 
plot of ground situate and lying between the Third avenue and the East 
river and Sixty-sixt?h street and Seventy-fifth street, and also all that 
certain other plot of ground situate and lying between Avenue A and the 
East river and Sixty-fourth street and Sixty-sixth street, together with 
the tenements, hereditaments and premises, or the appurtenances, priui- 

6 
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leges or  advantages t'o the same belonging or in anywise appertaining, 
by, and in consequence of relinquishing the same to  the said, the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New Pork, and to report 
thereon to the said Supreme Court without unnecessary delay; and in  
the said report, shall be set forth the names of the respective owners, 
lessees, parties and persons entitled unto or interested in the lands, ten- 
ements, hereditaments and premises before-mentioned, or in the appurte 
nances, privileges or advantages to the same belonging, or in anywise ap- 
pertaining, and each and every part or parcel thereof, as far forth as the 
same shall be ascertained by them, and an apt  and sufficient designation 
or description of the said lots or parcels of land, tenements, hereditaments 
and premises, or the appurtenances, privileges or advantages to the same 
belonging or in anywise appertaining: but in each and every case and 
cases where the owners and parties interested in their respective estates 
and interests, are unknown or not fully known to the said commissioners, 
i t  shall be sufficient to estimate and set forth, and state in the said report 
in general terms, the respective sums to be allowed and paid to the owcers 
and proprietors generalIy, of such lands, tenements, hereditaments and 
premises, or the appurtenances, privileges and advantages to the same 
belonging, or in anywise appertaining, for the loss and damage to such 
owners, proprietors and parties interested, in respect to the whole estate 
and interest of whomsoever may be entitled unto or interested in the said 
lands, tenements, hereditaments respectively, or in the appurtenances, 
privileges or advantages to the same belonging or in anywise appertain- 
ing, by, and in consequence of relinquishing the same to the said, the 
Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty or the city of New Yorlr, without 
specifying the nwws or the estates or interests of such owners. proprietors 
and parties interested, or of any or either of them, and upon the coming 
in of the said report, signed by tlie said commissioners, or any three of 
them, the said court shall, by rule or order, after hearing any matter 
which shall be alleged against the same, either confirm the said report, or 
refer the sanie back to the said commissioners for revisal or correction, 
or to new commissioners to be appointed by the said court, to rcconsider 
the subject matter thereof, and the said commissioners to whom the said 
report shall be referred, shall return the said report corrected and revised, 
or a new report, to be made by them in the premises, t o  the said court 
without unnecessary delay, and the same being so returned,-shall be con- 
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firmed or again referred by the said court, in manner aforesaid, as right 
and justice shall require, and so from time to time, until a repart shall be 
made or returned in the premises which the said court shall confirm, and 
such report, when so confirmed by the said court, shall bc final and con- 
clusive, as well upou the said, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of 
the city of New York, as upon the owners, lessees, and persons and par- 
ties interested in or entitled unto the lands and premises hereinbefore 
described, and also upon all other persons whomsoever: and on such 
final confirmation of such report by the said court, the said, the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New York, shall become and 
be seized in fec simple absolute, of all the said lands, tenements, heredit- 
aments and premises before-mentioned, and of the appurtenances, priv- 
ileges and advantages to the same belonging, or in anywise appertaln- 
ing, in trust nevertheless, for the uses and purposes of a public park for- 
ever. 

J 2. In  all cases where any piece or parcel of land, or the appurtenances 
or improvements thereon, under lease or other contract, shall be taken 
by virtue of this act, all the covenants, agreements, contracts and engage- 
ments between landlord and tenant, or any other contracting parties 
touching the same, or any part thereof, shall, upon the confirmation of 
such report in the premises as shall be confirnled by the court aforesaid, 
respectively cease and determine, and be absolutely discharged. 

43. The said Commissioners of Estimate to be appointed under and by 
virtue of this act, after completing their said estimate, and a t  least thirty 
days before they make their report to the said court, shall deposit a true 
copy or transcript of such estimate in the Street Commissioner's office of 
the city of New York, for the inspection of whomsoever it shall concern 
and shall give notice by advertisement to be published in a t  least two of 
the public newspapers printed in the said city of New York, of the said 
deposit thereof in the said office, and of the day on which their report will 
be presented to the said court, and any person and persons whose rights 
may be affected thereby, and who may object to the same, or any 
part thereof, may, within twenty days after the first publication of 
the said noticc, state his, her, or their objections to the same, in 
writing, to the said commissioners, and the said commissioners, or such 
of them as shall make such estimate, in case any objections shall be 
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made to the same, and stated in writing as aforesaid, shalI reconsider the 
said estimate, or the part or parts thereof objected to ; and in case the 
same shall appear to them to  require correction, but not otherwise, they 
shall and may correct the same accordingly. 

8 4. The said, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of 
New YorIr shall,witliin four months after they shall have talcen possession 
of the beforementioned Iands, and on or before the first day of July, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-two, provided the said report shall be then 
confirmed, and if the same shall not be then confirmed, then, within four 
months after i t  shall be confirmed by the court, pay to the respective per- 
sons or parties mentioned, or referred to in the said report, in whose favor 
any sum or sums of money shall be estimated and reported by the said 
eommiesioners, the respective sum or sums so estimated a rd  reported ila * 

their favor respectively, and in case of neglect or default in the payment 
of the same within the time aforesaid, the respective person or persons. 
or party or parties, in whose favor the same shall be so reported, his, her 
or their executors, administrators or successors, a t  any time or times 
after application first made by him, her or thein to  the said, the Mayor, 
Aldermen' and Commonalty in Conlmon Council convened, for payment 
thereof, may sue for and recover the same with lawful interest from and 
after the said application therefor, with the costs of suit, in proper form 
of action against the said, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, in any 
court having cognizance thereof, and in which i t  shall be sufficient to com- 
plain generdly for so much money due to the plaintiff or plaintiffs there- 
in, by virtue of this act, for premises talren by virtue thereof; and i t  
shall be lawful for the plaintiff or plaintiffs to give any special matter in 
evidence under such generd complaint, and this act, and the report of 
the said commissioners, with proof of the right and title of the plaintiff 
or plaintiffs to the sum or sums demanded, shall be conclusive evidence in  
such suit or action. Provzded, That whenever the owners and propri- 
etors of any such lands, with the appurtenances and improvements 
thereon to be taken by virtue of this act, or the party or parties, person 
or persons in whose favor any such sum or sums, or compensation shall 
be  so reported, shall be under the age of twenty-one years, non compos 
mentis, feme covert, or absent from the city of New York, and also in all 
cases where the name or names of the owner or owners, party or persons 
entitled unto or inherested in the said lands with the appurtenances or 
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improvements thereon, shall not be set forth In said report, or where the 
said owners, parties or ~e r sons  respectively being named therein cannot, 
upon diligcnt inqniry, be iound, i t  shall be lawful for the said, tlle Mayor, 
Aldernie~~ and Commoitalty to  pay the snm or sums mentioned in said re- 
port, payable to  such owners, proprietors, parties or persons respectively 
into the said Supremc Court, to be secured, disposed of andimproved as the 
said court shall direct, and such payment shall be as valid aud effectual in 
all respects as if made to the said owners, proprietors, parties and persons 
respectively themselves, according t o  their just rights, if they had been 
known and had all been present, of full age, discreet (%) and co-npos men- 
tzs : And p~cvzded, also, That in every case where any such slim or 
sums, or cotnpe~sation so t o  be reported by the said commissioners in 
favor of any person or party whatsoever, whether named or not named in 
said report, shall bc paid to  any person or party whatsoever, when the 
same shall of right belong and ought to  have been paid to some other 
person or party, i t  shall be lawful for the said person or party to whom 
the same ought to have been paid, to  sue and recover the same with 
interest and costs of snit front the person or party to  whom the same 
shall have been paid, as so much money had and received to the use of 
the plaintiff or plaintiffs, by the person or party respectively to  whom the 
same shall have been so paid. 

3 5. In  case of the death, resignation or refusal to  act of the said com- 
missioners, or either of them, i t  shall bc lawfill for the court aforesaid, on 
the application of the said, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, as 
often as such event shall happen, to  appoint a discreet and disinterested 
person, being a citizen of the city of New Yorlc, in  the place and stead 
of such con~missioner so dying, resigning or refusing to  act. 

8 6. In  every case of the appointment of commissioners under this act, 
it shall be competent and lawful for any three of said commissioners, so 
t o  be appointed, to-perform the trust and duties of their appointment, and 
their acts shall be as valid and effectual as the acts of all the commis- 
sioners so to be appointed, if they had acted therein, would have been, 
and in every case the proceedings and decisions of a major part of such 
commissioners as shall be acting in the premises, shall be as valid and 

*So :on Session Inws.. 
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effectual as if the said commissioners appointed for such purpose had all 
concurred and joined therein. 

f 7 .  The said commissioners shall be each entitled to receive the sum of 
not more than four dollars for each day they shall respectively be actually 
employed in the duties of their appointment, besides all reasonable ex- 
penses for maps, surveys, clerk hire and other necessary expenses and 
disbursements, and which shall be taxed by one of the judges of said 
court, and the same shall be paid upon such taxation by the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New York. 

4 8. If a t  any time before commissioners are appointed by law for the 
purpose of taking the plot of ground situated between Sixty-fourth street 
and Seventy-fifth street and Third avenue and the East river, in the Nine- 
teenth Ward of the city of New York, the Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
monalty of the city of New York, shall agree with the owners of the 
same for the purchase thereof, or if said commissioners are appointed, 
then upon the confirmation of their report, i t  shall be lawful for the said, 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Con~monalty of the city of New York, t o  
raise the amount of the purchase money of said premises, or the 
amount directed by the report of the said commissioners to be paid 
by the said, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, for the said 
premises and the expenses connected therewith, by the creation of a 
public fund or stock, which shall bear an interest of not more than five 
per cent. per annum, and shall be redeemable by the payment of a sum 
of ten thousand dollars annually, and after deducting therefrom any 
premiums which may have been obtained upon the sale thereof as herein- 
after provided, one half of said sum shall be assessed by the said commis- 
sioners and collected annually by the Collectors of Assessments of said 
city, upon the property to be immediately benefited thereby, situate in 
the Seventeenth, Eighteenth, Twelfth, Nineteenth Wards, and the balance 
thereof by taxation upon the remaining wards of the city. 

4 9. It shall be lawful for the said, the Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
monalty, to determine what shall be the nominal amount or value of 
each share of said stock, and of what number of shares the same shall 
consist, and they are hereby authorized to sell and dispose of such shares 
a t  public auction, or a t  private sale, or by subscription for such stock, 
and on such terms as they shall think proper ; said stock shall not be 
sold a t  less than its par value. 
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4 lo. The money to be raised by virtue of this act, shall be applied and 
expended for the purpose of purchasing the plot of ground hereinbefore 
described, or for the payment of the amounts directed to be paid in and 
by the report of the commissioners to be appointed for the taking of 
the same. 

4 11. In  order to redeem the stock hereby authorized, with the interest 
thereon, the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen of the city and county of 
New York, as the Supervisors thereof, are hereby authorized and em- 
powered to order and cause to be raised by tax on the estates, real and 
personal, subject to taxation according to law, within said city and 
county, and to be collected in addition to the ordinary taxes yearly, and 
every year until the whole amount of the stock be paid ; the interest 
annually accruing on said stock, and the sum of ten thousand dollars to 
be applied as aforesaid in the reduction of the principal thereof. 

, 4 12. All the acts, proceedings, of the commisioners hereby appointed 
shall be subject to the ratification or rejection of the Common Council of 
the city of New York, and none of the acts of said commissioners shall 
be conclusive until such action by the Common Council shall be had. 

tj 13. TMs act shall take effect immediately. 
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AN ACT 

TO ALTER TIIE MAP OF THE CITY OF NEW YORIC, BY LITIKG OUT THEREOS 

A PUBLIC PLACE, A K D  TO AUTIIORIZE THE TAIi lKG OF TIIE SAME. 

Pnssed July Blst, i853 ; threc fifths being prcscnt. 

The People cf the State of Ncw Yol-k,l-rpl-tsentcd rn Scnate ant1 Assembly, 
do enact as,follou~s. 

SEC. 1. A11 that piece or parcel of laud situate, lying and being in the 
Twelfth, Kinctccnth and Twenty-second \Tnrds of thc city of New Yorlr, 
boundcd southerly by Fifty-ninth strcct, ilortherly by One hundred and 
sixth strect, easterly by the Fifth arcnuc, ancl mcstcrly by thc Eighth 
avenuc, is liercby declared to  be a public place, in like manner as if the 
same had been laid out by the commissioners appointed in and by thc act  
of the legislature, entitled " an act to relatire to iniprovements touching 
the laying out of streets and roads in the city of New York and for other 
purposes," passed April 3d, 1807 ; and the map or plan of said city is 
hereby altered accordingly, 

2. The hhyor,  Aldermen and Con~monalty of the city of New Yorli 
are hereby authorized to talic the said piece of land for public use as and 
for a public squarc, pursuant to  thc act entitled " an act to reducesev- 
era1 laws rclating particularly to the city of ?rTe?v y ~ r l i  into one act," 
passed April 9th, 1813," and the several acts amendatory thereto, or such 
portions thereof as are 11ow io force, so far as the same arc applicable 
to  the laying out and taliing of public Fquares and places in the city of 
New Yorli, except as hereinafter provided ; and all such portions of the 
said act, and of the said several acts amendatory thereto, as are appli- 
cable to  the laying out and taking of public squares and places in said 
city, and as are now in force, shall apply to thc taliing and laying out of 
the piece of land above described as and for a public square, in the same 
manner, and to the same extent, as if the said piece of land had been orig- 
inally laid down as and for a public square upon the map or plan afore- 
said of said city, except as hereinafter provided. 



(Doc. No- 5 .  

& 3. Five persons shall bbc appointed Commissioners of Estimate and 
Assessment illstead of three, and in case of cleath, resignation, dizqudifi- 
cation, or refusal to act of them or either of them, i t  shall be lawful for 
the Supreme Conrt in tlie first judicial district, a t  a general term thereof, 
on the application of the said Mayor, Aldermen and Conlmonalty, and 
offic~rs, as sucl~  erelit sliall happen, to  appoint a discreet and disinter- 
csted person, being a citizcn of the city of New Yorli, in the place and 
stead of such con~n~issioner so dying, resigning, or refi~sing to act. 

2 4. In  every case of the appointment of comn~issioners under this act, 
i t  shall be competent and lawful for any threc of said coniniissioners so to 
be appointed, to perform the trust and duties of tlieir appointment, aud 
their acts sliali be 3s valid and effectual as the acts of all tlie commie- 
sioners so to bc appointed, if they had acted therein, would have been, 
and in every case tlie proceedillgs and decisions of such commissioners, 
being three in number, as shall be acting in the premises, shall be as lalid 
and effectual as if the said co~iimissioners appointed for such purpose had 
all concnrred and joined therein. 

& 5. Thc said commissioners may allow conipensation for any building 
or buildings upon the said land, which may have been bnilt, placed, or 
erected thereon, aCter the time of the filing of the original maps or plan 
of the said city. 

& 6. P a j n ~ e n t  of the damages am-arded by the said commissioners, shall 
be made and become due, and payable immediately upon the confirmation 
of the report of said commissioners in the premises. 

4 7. For the payii~ent of so much of the damages awarded by the Com- 
missioners of Estimate and Assessment, and the expenses, disbursements, 
and charges in the premises, as shall exceed tlie amounts or sums that 
may be assessed by the said commissioners upon the parties and persons, 
lands and tenements, deemed by then1 benefited by the opening of such 
public equare or place, i t  shall be lawful for the said Mayor, Aldermen 
and Commonalty, t o  raise the amount of such excess by loan, by the 
creation of a public fi~nd or stock, to be called " the  Central Park  Fund," 
which shall bear an interest not exceeding five per centum per annum, 
and shall be redeemable a period of time not exceeding forty-five 
years after the passage of this act, and for the payment of which the said 
piece of land so as aforesaid to  be taken, shall be irrevocably pledged. 
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8 8. I t  shall be lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty to 
determine what shall be the nominal amount or value of each share of 
said stock, and of what number of shares the same shall consist, and they 
are hereby authorized to sell and dispose of such shares a t  public auction, 
or a t  private sale, or by subscription for such stock, and on snch terms as 
they shall think proper ; said stock shall not be sold at  less than its par 
value. 

8 9. In  order to  pay the interest upon the stock hereby authorized, the 
Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen of the city and county of New York, 
as the Supervisors thereof, are hereby authorized and empowered to order 
and cause to be raised by tax on the estates, real and personal, aubject to 
taxation according to law within said city and county, and to be col- 
lected in addition to the ordinary taxes yearly, and every year, until the 
whole amount of the tax be paid, a sum of money sufficient to pay the 
interest annually accruing on said stock. 

8 10. The provisions of the act entitled " an act to regulate the hances 
of the city of hTew York, passed June Sth, 1812," which are not repug- 

* nant to, or incompatible with any provision in this act contained, shall 
apply to said stock. 

3 11. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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AN ACT 

RELATIVE TO THE PURCHASE AND LAYING OUT OF CERTAIN LANDS FOR A 

IC PARK I N  THE NINETEENTH WARD OF THE CITY OF NEW YORE, 

AND THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COM- 

MONALTY I N  RELATION THERETO. 

Passed .luly 21, 1853; three fifths being present. 

The people of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly 
do enact as follows. 

SEC. 1. I t  shall be the duty of the Corporation Counsel of the city of 
New York, to cause application to be made to the Supreme Court in 
the first judicial district, a t  a special term thereof, for the appointment 
of commissioners, for the purpose of performing the duties hereinafter 
prescribed. And upon such application, it shall be lawful for the said 
court, to whom such application shall be made, to nominate and appoint d 

five discreet and disinterested persons, being citizens of said city, Com- 
missioners of Estimate, for the purposes of performing the duties hereinafter 
prescribed. Notice of such intended application shall be published, for 
a t  least two weeks, in the Corporation newspapers, which said commis- 
sioners, before they enter upon the duties of their appointment, shall 
severally take and subscribe, on oath or affirmation, before some persons 
authorized to administer oaths, faithfully to perform the trust and duties 
required of them by this act; which oath or affirmation shall be filed in 
the clerk's office of the city and county of New York; and it  shall be the 
duty of the said commissioners, as soon as conveniently may be, after 
their appointment, to make just and true estimate of the loss and damage 
to the respective owners, lessees, parties and persons respectiveIy entitIed 
unto or interested in the following lands, tenements and premises situate 
in the Nineteenth Ward of the city of S e w  York, that is to say, all that 
certain plot of ground siluate and lying between the Third avenue and 
the East river, and Sixty-sixth street and Seventy-fifth street, together 
with the tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances, privileges or 
advantages to  the same belonging, or in anywise appertaining by, and 
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in consequence of relinquishing the same to  the said the Mayor, Aldcr- 
men and Commonalty of the city of New Yorlr, and to report thereon to  
the saicl S~ lp ren~e  Court, without uniiecessary delay; and in the said 
report shall be set fort11 tlie names of the respective owners, lessecs, par- 
ties and pcrso113 cutitlcd unto or interested in the lands, tenements, here- 
ditaments and premises beforementioned, or in tlie appurtenances, privi- 
leges or advantages to  the same belongii~g, or in anywise aplnertainlng, 
and each nod every part or parccl thereof, as far forth as the same shdl 
be ascertained by them, and an apt and suficient designation or descrip- 
tion of the said lcts or parcels of land, tenemctnts, hereditaments and 
premises, or the appurtenances, privileges or adanlitages t o  tlic same be- 
longillg or in anywise appertaining; but in each and every case and 
cases ~vhcre the owners and parties interested in their respective estates 
and interests, are unknown or not h l ly  B~lowll to the said con~inissioners, 
i t  shall be sufficient to cstiinatc and set forth and state in the said report, 
in gel~eral ternis, the respective suns  to be allowed and paid by the 
owners and proprietors generally, of snch lands, tenements, hereditaments 
and premises, or the appurtenancca, privileges and advantages to  the 
same belonging, or in anywise appertaining, for the loss and damage to 
such owners, proprietors and parties interested, in respect to the whole 
estate and interest. of whomsoever may be cntitlcd unto or interested in 
the saicl lands, tenements, hereditaments, respectively, or in the appur- 
tenances, privileges or advantages to the same belonging, or in anywise 
appertaining, by and in consequence of relinquishing the same to  the 
said Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of thc City of S e w  YorB, with- 
out specifying the names of the estates or interests of such owners, pro- 
prietors and parties interested, or any or either of them. And upon the 
coming in of the said report, signed by the said commissioners or any 
three of them, the srtid court shall, by rule or order, after hearing any 
matter which shall be alleged against the same, either confirm the said 
report, or refer the same back to the said commissioners for revisal and 
correction, or to new commissioners, t o  be appointed by the said Court, 
to reconsider the subject matter thereof; and the said commissioners, to  
whom the said report shall be referred, shall return the said re2ort cor- 
rected and revised, or a new report, to  be made by them in the premises, 
to  the said Court, without unnecessary delay; and the same being so 
returned, shall be confirmed or again referred to the said court, in man- 
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ncr aforesaid, as right and justice shall require, and so, from time to  time 
until a report shall be madc or returned in the premises which the said 
Court shall confirm; and such report, when so confirmed by thc said Court 
shall be final and conclusive, as well npon the said the Mayor, Aldermen 
aud Commonalty of the city of New York, as upon the onners, lessees, 
and persons and parties interested in or entitled unto thc lands and pre- 
mises hereinbefore described, and also upon d l  other persons whom- 
soever, and on such final confirmation of such report by thc said Court, 
the said the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of thc city of Ncw Pork  
shall become, and be seized in fee simple, absolute of all thc said lands, 
tenements, hereditaments and premises beforementioned, and of the 
appurtenances, privileges and advantages to the same beionging, or in 
anywise appertaining, in trust, nevcrtheless, for the uses and purposesof 
a public park for ever. 

4 2. I n  al! cases where any piece or parcel of land, or the appurte- 
nauces or improvements thercon, under lease or other contract, shall be 
taken by virtue of this act, all the covenants, agreements, contracts and 
engagements between landlord and tenant, or any other contracting 
parties touching the same, or any part thereof, shall, npon the con- 
firmation of such report in the premises as shall be confirrncd by the 
Court aforesaid, respectively cease and determine, and be absolutely 
discharged. 

4 3. The said Commissioners of Estimate, to be appointed under and 
by virtue of this act, after completing their said estimate, and a t  least 
thirty days before they make their report to the said Court, shall depoait 
a true copy or transcript of such estimate in the Street Conimissioner's 
office of the city of New York, for the inspection of whomsoever i t  shall 
concern, and shall give notice by advertisement, to be published in a t  
least two of the pnblic newspapers printed in the said city of New York 
of the said deposit thereof, in the said office, and of the day on which 
their report will be presented to the said Court, and any person and per- 
sons whose rights may be affected thereby, and who may object to the 
same or any part thereof, may, within twenty days after the first pub- 
lication of the said notice, state his, her or their objections to  the same, 
in writing, to  the said commissjoners, and the said commissioners, or 
such of them as shall make such estimate, in case any objections shall be 
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made to  the same, and stated in writing, as  aforesaid, shall reconsider 
the said estimate, or the part or parts thereof objected to, and in case 
the same shall appear t o  them to  require correction, but not otherwise, 
they shall and may correct the same accordingly. 

8 4. The said the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of 
New York, shall, after they shall have taken possession of said lands, 
provided the said report shall be then confirmed; and if the same shall 
not be then confirmed, then after i t  shall be confirmed by the Court, pay 
to  the respective persons or parties mentioned or referred to  in the said 
report, in whose favor any sum or sums of money shall be estimated and 
reported by the said commissioaers, the respective sum or sums so estimated 
and reported in their favor respectively, and in case of neglect or default in 
the payment of the same, the respective person or persons, or party or 
parties in whose favor the same shall be so reported, his, her or their 
executors, administrators or successors, a t  any time or times after appli- 
cation first made by him, her, or them, to  the said Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty, in Common Council convened, for payment thereof, may 
sue for and recover the same, with lawful interest, from and after the said 
application thereof, with the costs of suit, in proper form of action against 
the said the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, in any court having 
cognizance thereof, and in which i t  shall be sufficient to  complain gene- 
rally, for so much money due to thc plaintiff or plaintiffs therein, by  
virtue of this act, for premises talcen by virtue thercof; and i t  shall be  
lawful for the plaintiff or plaintiffs to  give any special matter in evidence 
under such gcneral complaint; and this act  and the report of the said 
commissioners, with proof of the right and title of the plaintiff or plain- 
tiffs, to the sum or sums demanded, shall be conclusive evidcnce in such 
suit or action; provided, that whenever the owners and proprietors of 
any such lands with the appurtenances and improvements thereon, to  be 
taken by virtue of this act, or the party or parties, person or persons, i n  
whose favor any such sum or sums, or compensation, shall be so reported, 
shall be under thc age of twenty-one years, insane, married women, or 
absent from the city of New York, and also in ail cases where the name 
or names of the owner or owners, party or persons entitled unto or inte- 
rested in the said land, witlithe appurtenances or improvements thereon, 
shall not be set forth in said report; or where the said owners, parties or 
persons respectively being named therein, cannot, upon diligent inquiry 
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be found, i t  shall be lawful for the said the Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
monalty, to  pay the sum or sums mentioned in said report, payable to  
such owners,proprietors, parties or persons respectively, into the Supreme 
Court, to  be  secured, disposed of, and improved as the said court shall 
direct ; and such payment shall be as valid and effectual, in all respects, 
as if made t o  the said owners, proprietors, parties and persons respectively 
themselves, according to  their just rights, if they had been known and 
had all been present, of full age, discreet, and of sound mind. 

And provided, also, that  in every case where any such sum or sums, or 
compensation, so t o  be reported by the said commissioners, in favor of 
any person or party whatever, whether named or not named in said re- 
port, shall be paid to any person or party whatsoever, when the same 
shall of right belong, or ought to have been paid to  some other person or 
party, i t  shall be lawful for the said person or party to whom the same 
ought to have been paid, t o  sue and recover the same, with interest and 
costs of suit, from the person or party to  whom the same shall have been 
paid, as so much money had and received to  the use of the said plain- 
tiff or plaintiffs, by  the person or party respectively to  whom the same 
shall have been so paid. 

8 -5. In  case of the death, resignation, or refusal to  act  of the said com- 
missioners, or either of them, i t  shall be lawful for the court aforesaid, on 
the application of the said Corporation Counsel, as often as such event 
shall happen, to  appoint a discreet and disinterested person, being a citi- 
zen of the city of New York, in the place and stead of such commissioner 
so dying, resigning or refusing to  act. 

8 6. I n  every case of the appointment of commissioners under this act, 
i t  shall be competent and lawful for any three of said commissioners, so 
to be appointed, t o  perform the trust and duties of their appointment, 
and their acts shall be as valid and effectual as the acts of all the commis- 
sioners so to  be appointed. 

8 7. The said commissioners shall be each entitled to  receive the sum 
of not more than four dollars for each day they shall respectively be actu- 
ally employed in the duties of their appointment, besides all reasonable 
expenses for maps, surveys, clerk hire, and other necessary expenses and 
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disbursements, and which shall be taxed by one of the judges of said 
court, and the same shall be paid upon such taxatiou by the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of S e w  Pork.  

3 8. I f  a t  any time before comlnissioners are appointed by law for the 
purpose of talcing the plot of ground situated between 8ixty-sixth street 
and Seventy-fifth street, aud Third avenue and the East river, in the 
Nineteenth Ward of the city of New Yorlr, the Mayor, Aldermen and 
.Commonalty of the city of New Yorlr shall agree with the owners of the 
same for the purchase thereof, or if said comnlissioners are appointed, 
then upon the confirmation of their report, i t  shall be lawful for the said 
the Mayor, Alderinen and Commonalty of the  city of New Torlr t o  raise 
the amount of the purchase money of said prelnises, or the amount di- 
rected by the report of t l ~ e  said commissioners to  be p ~ i d  by the said 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty for the said premises and the 
expense connected therewith, by the creation of a public fiind or stock, 
which shall bear an interest of not more than five per cent. per annum, 
and shall be redeemable by the payment of a sum of ten thousand dollars 
annually, and arter deducting therefrom any premiums which may have 
been obtained upon the sale thercof as hereinafter provided ; the balance 
thereof shall be raisrd by taxatian on the real and personal property of 
said city. 

3 9. I t  shall bc lawful for the said the Mayor, Aldermen aud Common- 
alty to determine what shall be the nominal amount or value of each share 
of said stock, and of what number of shares the same shall consist, and 
they are hereby authorized to sell and dispose of such shares a t  public 
auction, or under the direction of the Comptroller of said city ; such 
stock shall not be sold a t  less than its par value. 

g 10. The money to be raised by virtue of this act  shall be applied 
and expended for the purpose of purchasing the plot of ground herein- 
before described, or for the payment of the amounts directed to be paid 
in and by the report of the commissioners to  be appointed for the taking 
of the same. 

Q 11. I n  order to redeem the stock hereby anthorized, with the inter- 
est thereon, the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen of the city and county 
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of New Pork, as the Supervisors thereof, are hereby authorized and 
directed to order and cause to bs raised by tax on the estates, real and 
personal, subject to taxation according to law, within said city and 
county, and to be collected in addition to the ordinary taxes yearly, and 
every year until the whob amount of the stock be paid ; the interest an- 
nually accruing on said stock, and the sum of ten thousand dollars to be 
applied, as aforesaid, in the reduction of the principal thereof. 

. 8 12. The duty of inclosing, laying out, regulating and maintaining in 
proper order and condition, the said last-mentioned grounds, for a public 
park, shall be ~ e s t e d  in a board of five commissioners, and the Mayor shall 
nominate such commissioners to the Board of Aldermen of said city, on 
or before the first day of December, 1853, and all vacancies occurring 
from time to time, by reason of death, resignation or otherwise, shall be 
supplied in the same manner. 

$13. The commissioners appointed under the last section shall receive 
no compensation for their services, and shall not be directly or indirectly 
interested in any contract for labor, materials or superintendence con- 
nected with the improvement, regulation and custody of said lands, and 
shall render to  the Common Council, on the first day of January and 
July, of every year, a statement under oath, of all expenditures made by 
them under the provisions of this act. 

3 14. For the purpose of suitably inclosing said lands, the Mayor, 
Recorder and Aldermen of said city and county, as the Supervisors there- 
of, are authorized and directed to order and cause to be raised by tax on 
the estates, real and personal, a sum not exceeding fifty thousand dollars ; 
and for the laying out, regulating and protection of said grounds, a fur- 
ther sum of ten thousand dollars annually, to be raised in like manner. 

3 15. This act shall take effect immediately. 



Doc. No. 5.) 

AN ACT 

TO REPEAL AN ACT ENTITLED " AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE PURCHASE APD 

LAYING OUT OF CERTAIN LANDS FOR A PUBLIC PAKK I N  THE NINETEENTH 

WARD OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, AND THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE 

XAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COMMONALTY IN RELATION THERETO." 

Passed July 21st, 1853.-Passed April 11, 1854. 

The People of the State of New 1-ork, represented in Senate and A~~ernbly,  
do enact as follows: 

SEC. 1. The act entitled " an act relative to the purchase and laying 
out of certain lands for a public park in the Nineteenth Ward of the city 
of New Pork, and the powers and duties of the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty in relation thereto," passed July twenty-first, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-three, is hereby repealed. 

8 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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I N  THR YATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF THE MAYOR, BC., OF NEW YORK, 

RELATIVE TO OPENING, &C., A PUBLIC PLACE, BETWEEN FIFTY-NINTH AND 

ONE HUNDRED AXD SIXTH STREETS, AND FIFTH AND EIGHTH AVENUES.] 

By the Court.-MITCIIELL, J.-By the act of July 21, 1853, (ch. 616,) 
all that parcel of land, bounded by Fifty-ninth and One hundred and sixth 
streets, and by the Fifth and Eighth avenues, " is declared to be a 
public place, in like manner as if the same had been laid out by the Com- 
missioners," under the act of 1807, " and the map or plan of said city is 
thereby altered accordingly," and the acts passed after 1807, applicable 
to the taking of public squares and places, and still in form, are made to 
"apply to the taking and laying out of the piece of land above described, 
as and for a public square, in the same manner, and to the same extent, 
as if the said piece of land had been originally laid down as and for a 
public square, upon the map or plan aforesaid, except as thereinafter 
excepted." 

One exception is, that buildings erected after the filing of the maps 
under the act of 1807, may be paid for under this act. 

Within the limits thus described, is the upper reservoir for the Croton 
Aqueduct, extending from Seventy-ninth to Eighty-sixth street, and 
from the Sixth to the Seventh avenue, and which was several years since 
taken for that purpose, and is now absolutely essential to the supply of 
the city with water, by means of the Croton Aqueduct; also, the lands 
between Eighty-sixth and Ninety-sixth streets, and the Fifth and Seventh 
avenues, which are needed for an additional reservoir, and are allotted by 
an act passed only twenty-one days before this act, to be taken for the 
purpose of a new reservoir. The present reservoir was paid for entirely 
by the public, without any assessment on adjoining owners for ben- 
efit, and the new one is to be paid for in the same way, while the public 
square is to be paid for in part, by assessment on those benefited. 

The State Axsenal, owned by the State, also occupies one square, 
bounded by Sixty-fourth and Sixty-fifth streets, and Fifth and Sixth 
avenues. 
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The supply of the city, with pure and wholesome water, has been the 
object of the legislature for more than twenty years, and the Croton 
Aqueduct, with its reservoirs and appendages, has been the pride of the 
State, as well as of the city, as an exhibition of equal enterprise, boldness 
and skill, all succesufully applied to accomplish this object. 

The legislature could not, therefore, have intended to do any thing by 
this act, that could withdraw the control of any part of those great works 
from the department specially appointed to take charge of them, and 
transfer it to those who may have charge of the new park, and enable 
these last, a t  their will, to destroy the usefulness of those works. 

The State Arsenal is equally important to the public interests, and 
must also, from its character, be under the exclusive control of those to  
whom its care and management are intrusted. Even a modified control 
of either, could not be safely given to any department, except to that to 
which is committed the charge of those public works ; a divided author- 
ity might sacrifice that which is essential to the public safety and the 
daily comfort of the citizens, to an object intended as much for ornament 
and amusement as for health. 

It could -not, therefore, have been the intention of the legislature to 
have allowed either of those three parcels of laud to be taken for the park, 
and to be a part of it, although they are numerically included in the 
limits of the perk. The order, therefore, will appoint the commissioners 
as to the rest of the land, describing them so as not to include either of 
those parcels. 

It may be a question, how far i t  was intended that the streets and ave- 
nues alrcady opened, should remain open and exempt from the control of 
of those who may have the laying out of the park. That question may 
be settled by legislation before the commissioners will have made such 
progress in their assessments for benefits, as to be affected by the decision 
either way. 

The Committee of the Common Council, who recommended this park, evi- 
dently assumed that the present lines of streets and avenues mere to be 
abandoned, for they state, among the advantages of converting the land 
into a park, that the grading of the streets and avenues would be necessary 
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on many parts, and under the present plan of the city, would be very ex- 
pensive, and that this expense would be saved by the park, where serpen- 
tine roads would be among the beauties of the plan. They also assume 
that some of the costs of taking the land would be repaid by selling the 
lands forming the border of the pack, for various purposes, which they 
suppose would be ornamental, and consistent with their scheme. I F  
such be the intention, those powers should be expressly granted before 
the commissioners make their estimates. 

The Corporation have named five commissioners: ; they are stated to 
be the same persons who were named in the bill before it was finally pass 
ed, and who were approved of by the legislature, but whose names were 
omitted in the act as it passed, as the constitution directs the appoint- 
ment to be by the cou~t .  The gentlemen named are all of high standing, 
and all unexceptionable, but many of the parties interested have naturally 
preferred to have persons of their own choice appointed, and have claimed 
that they have a right to have one or more chosen from the list furnished 
by them. 

The act of 1813, (178) gave to the court alone, the power to "nom- 
inate and appoint three discreet and disinterested persons, being citizens 
of the United States, Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment." The 
act of 1839, section 2, changed this lam, and authorized the Corporation ' to nominate three persons, one of whom should be appointed by the 
court, and authorized any person interested in the property to be affected, 
to present to the court one or more persons, whose names should form a 
list, out of which, if a majority in interest agreed on one person, " that 
person should be appointed," but if the majority did not agree, " them 
the court should appoint one person out of the names on such list ; after 
which the court should appoint the third person out of the names so pre- 
sented by the Common Council and by the parties interested. The per- 
sons proposed were all subject to challenge for interest, &c. Then 37, 
article 1, of the constitution of 1845, declares that compensation, in such 
cases, should " be ascertained by a jury, or by not less than three com- 
missioners, appointed by a Court of Record, as shall be prescribed by 
law." 

This act is, that " five persons shall be appointed Commissioners of 
Estimate and Assessment, instead of three" (Act, 1853, ch. 616.) 
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The terms "nominate and appoint," are used in the acts of 1813 and 
of 1839. In  the first, the court both nominated and appointed. In  the 

last, the court had no power of nomination, but still retained the power 
of appointing. Under the last act, the power of appointing was exercised 
in the peculiar manner then "prescribed by law." This power, there- 
fore, as i t  mas esercised when the constitution was adopted, and had 
been for eight years before, was consistent with the nomination being in 
other persons than the court, and yet the appointment being in the 
court. 

In this, i t  was like the case of referees, who w r e  appointed by an order 
of the court, but on the nomination of the parties, or by drawing from 
the jury-box. Although there may be objections to the law of 1839, as 
that by it, a few active interested parties get one or more of their own 
friends on the commission, while the more quiet parties, although more 
largely interested, have no voice in the appointment, yet those objections, 
(it is believed,) had not appeared so formidable, as to  arrest the attention 
of the convention, or induce them to  alter this law. A t  a11 events, if 
there be any doubt whether that law is repealed by the constitution, i t  is  
deemed better t o  comply with it, that  the regularity of the appointment 
may not be called in question. 

The law of 1839 will be fully complied with, if one commissioner is  
selected from those named by the Corporation, then one from those inter- 
ested, and one from the two lists furnished by the Corporation and those 
interested ; the other two may be chosen also from those two lists, and 
probably from any other source, although i t  may be most consistent with 
the spirit of the act of 1839, to select one of the last two from those 
named by the Corporation, and the other from those named by the par- 
ties interested. 

This would give the nomination of three to the Corporation, and of 
two to such of the parties interested, as chose to nominate; the Cor- 
poration represent the city, which has an interest, and in this case, a 
very large one, in the proceeding, and also, in some degree, the absent 
parties. 

The Commissioners appointed, are William Kent, Michael Ulshoeffer. 
Luther Bradish, Warren Brady and Jeremiah Towle. 

WM. MITCHELL. 
November l'ith, 1853, 
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( 1 )  

I N  THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF THE MAYOR, kc., OF THE CITY OF 

NEW YORE, RELATIVE TO THE OPENING AND LAYING OUT OF  A PUBLIC 

PLACE, BETWEEN FIFTY-NINTH AND ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH STREETS 

AND THE FIFTH AND EIGHTH AVENUES, I N  THE CITY OF NEW PORK. 

By the COU~~-HARRIS, J.-Evera citizen holds his property subject 
to the wants of the government. This is an invariable condition of so- 
ciety. If money is required, it is taken by taxation ; if property, by the 
right of eminent domain. Such power is a necessary incident of sov- 
ereignty. Its exercise, especially in a country like ours, whose growth and 
expansion is a constant surprise even to ourselves, is often indispensable. 
The public interests could not be sufficiently advanced without it. Indi- 
viduals are not to be permitted to interpose their will or caprice, or even 
their own selfinterest, to thwart useful improvements, or prevent the de- 
velopment of great public advantages. 

Whether or not the public exigency requires that money shall be raised 
by a tax, or property shall be taken for public use, is a question referred 
to the sovereign will of the state, as expressed by legislative authority. 
I t  is enough that the publzc good demands it. Of this question the legis- 
lature are the exclusive judges. It is no more the province of the judi- 
cial power to determine whether private property is required for public 
use, than it is to inquire whether the public exigency requires that money 
should be raised by a tax. . 

Nor can I concur in the position maintained upon the argument of 
this case, that this power can only be rightfully exercised in casw of ab- 
solute necessity. A strict application of such a principle wcluld com- 
pletely annihilate the power. It would not be easy to state a case in 
which it would be absolutely necessary to take private property for public 
use. But the term when applied to this subject has no such restricted 
meaning. I& in the judgment of the legislature, the public convenience 
requires that the property of individuals should be taken from them and 
devoted to the public use, this constitutes a sufficient legal necessity to 
authorize the exercise of this power. 
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The mode in which this power is to be exercised, is snfficientIy parded 
to protect the citizen against injustice. He is protected in the enjoy- 
ment of his property, unless the public needs it. For this protection he 
pays an equivalent in taxes. If the public need his property, he must 
surrender it, but then only upon being paid a fair equivalent in money. 
By his taxes he pays no more than his just share for the bench of 
government. When he gives up his property he co~tributea so much 
more, and is entitled to adequate compensation. H e  sells his property 
to the public, involuntary it is true, but for a price fixed by fair appraisal- 

I t  is in %his way, that from the very beginning of moult government, pro- 
perty has been obtained for public improvements, such as turnpike roads, 
canals, railroads, and other kindred objects. In many cases the epplica- 
tion has had its origin in private enterprise and for private gain. But ik 
has always been deemed enough to justify the exercise of the power that 
the enterprise would resnlt in p b l z c  uttli6y. 

By an act d the legislature relating to this ssubjeet, passed in July, 
1853, it was declared that the tract of land mentioned in the title of this 
proceeding should be " a  public place," in the same manner as if the same 
had been laid out by the commissioners appointed in 1807, for the PUP- 
pose of laying out streets, &c., in the city of New York. and the Corpo- 
ration of New Pork were authorized to take the land for publzc use, as  
and for a public square. The act provided for the appointment of five 
Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, and made the existing laws 
relative to the Iaying out and taking public squares and places in the 
eity of New Yorlr applicable to  the proceeding. 

Of the wisdom or expediency of the measure, it is not my province on 
this occasion to speak. It is enough that the legislature have declared 
that it  was required by the public interest, and for the public conveni- 
ei:ce. But I may, perhaps, allow myself here to say that if the appre- 
hensions of the most distrustful should be realized, the enterprise cannot 
prove very disastrous, or even unprofitable. The most incredulous will, 
not doubt, that should the generation who, half a century hence, will 
possess this American metropolis, then, perhaps, the metropolis of the 
world, think it  expedient, to withdraw this tract of land from the uses t o  
which it is now devoted, it might then be made to produce a revenue ex- 
eeeding, by many times, the amount of the present expenditure. 
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Commissioners were appointed, pursuant to the act, in November, 
1853. To the eminent fitness of this commission, and the fidelity with 
which i t  has discharged its important trust, all the parties who have ap- 
peared upon this hearing, have borne their unqualified and emphatic 
testimony. Nearly two years were occupied by the commissioners in 
preparing their appraisal and assessments On the 4th of October last7 
the result was submitted to the public, and opportunity was given to pre- 
sent objections. Parties dissatisfied with the decisions of the commis- 
sioners were heard before them, and, so far as objections were presented, 
the decisions of the commissioners were reviewed, and upon such review 
such corrections made as were deemed just by the commissioners. The 
result is now presented to this Conrt in the report of the commissioners. 
The only question now to be determined is, whether the report shall 
be confirmed, or whether i t  centains such errors as require that it 
should be referred back to thc same, or other commissioners. for recon- 
sideration. This is the extent of the power vested in the Court upon 
this proceeding. I am to consider, therefore, the reasons urged against 
the confirmation of the report. These grounds of objection may generally 
be divided into two classes : first, those presented by the owners of pro- 
perty taken for the improvement ; and secondly, those presented by the 
owners of property assessed for benefit t o  be derived from the improve- 
ment. E%ch will require a separate consideration. 

The number of city lots taken for the improvement is about 7,500, for 
which the commissioners have awarded upward of five millions of dol- 
lars. Of the owners of these lots, but about one in forty have appeared 
to  object to the award. The very fact that thirty-nine out of every forty 
owners of the large tract of land embraced in this proceeding have not 
deemed i t  for their interest to object to the report, certainly furnishes 
very satisfactory evidence that the commissioners have, with eminent suc- 
cess, addressed themselves to  the accomplishment of the great task they 
had assumed, of ascertaining the true value of so vazt an amount of prop- 
erty. The difficulty of their work was evidently very much increased by 
the fact, that  the lots to be appraised by them were, for the ~nosl  part, 
wholly unproductive. 

Their value was rather prospective and conjectural, rather than present 
and real. It is in respect to such property,more than any other, that the 
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opinions, even of discreet men will be found to  take the widest range. It 
is no matter of surprise, therefore, that, of so many owners, here and 
there one should be found who honestly and sincerely feels that he has 
suffered injustice a t  the hands of the commissioners. I am, myself, not 
without some apprehension that, in a few instances, an inadeqnate price 
has in fact been allowed. 

Among the most earnest of those who oppose the confirmation of the 
report are some who, in December, 1852, purchased, a t  a public sale by 
the Corporation of New York, a portion of the same lots now taken for 
this improvement. I am entirely satisfied that the prices bid upon that 
sale were generally far above auy reasonable appraisal of the lots. The 
sale amounted to  nearly half a million of dollars. Of the purchasers, 
nearly half abandoned their bids before paying any thing. Others paid 
their t ~ n  per cent. upon the sale, but never consummated their purchase, 
preferring rather to forfeit what they had paid than to pay the balance 
of the purchase money for the land. 

It was also stated upon the hearing, that a large amouut of the pur- 
chase money had been remitted to the purchasers by the Corporation. 
The appraisal of these lots by the commissioners is, I think, about fifty 
per cent. below the prices bid a t  the Corporation sale. I n  some instances, 
the award is less than the amount now due to  the Corporation upon the 
bonds and mortgages executed to secure a part only of the purchase 
money. To such purchasers, the decision of the commissioners may well 
seem severe and unjust. It was with some degree of plausibility that they 
insisted, that having paid these prices to the Corporation, now, when the 
Corporation, against their consent, is about to  retake the property, it 
should not be heard to deny that i t  is worth what i t  received upon its 
sale. 

But i t  is obvious that the commissioi~ers could adopt no such rule of 
discrimination. It was their single duty to fix what they believed to be 
the present real value of each lot, taken without regard to the amonnt i t  
might have cost its owner, or the source from which he derived his title. 
What  may be the equitable relations between these purchasers and the 
Corporation when the lots shall be taken, I need not now consider. 

It may well be that, in some instances, the commissioners may have erred 
in their judgment as to the value of property taken for this great im- 
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provement. It would, indeed, be surprising if they had not. But I am 
not a t  liberty to deny the motion to confirm their report upon the mere 
apprehension that they may have thus erred. They have had an oppor- 
tunity of viewing the premises. They may have obtained the opinions of 
judicious and well-informed men on the subject,and, during the two years 
they have had the subject before them, may have collected information 
from many sources which has enlightened their judgment and enabled 
them, a t  least, to make a just estimate of 'the value of each of the numer- 
ous lots embraced in their report. To allow their judgment thus deliber- 
ately and intelligently formed to be overcome by the opinions of interested 
parties, or even the opinions of disinterested witnesses, the value of whose 
opinions the court has no means of testing, would be a manifest perver- 
sion of the object of the legislature in providing for this review of the 
proceedings of the commissioners. If, in the discharge of their duty, the 
commissioners have proceeded in the manner prescribed by law, and have 
violated no legal principle in making their awards, the court must be 
satisfied, almost to a demonstratioa, that they have materially erred upon 
questions of value before it will be justified in sending the report back 
for reconsideration. I am not convinced that any such error has been 
committed. 

I t  remains for me now to consider the objections which have been 
urged against the report by those whose property has been assessed for 
benefit. By the act relative to public squares and places in the city of 
New Pork, passed April 11, 1815, which, by the act of 1853, was made 
applicable to this proceeding, the commissioners were required, after hav- 
ing made their award of damages to the owners of property to  be taken, 
to proceed to make a just and equitab!e assessment of the value of the 
becefit and advantage of the contemplated improvement upon the owners 
of other lands lying without the limits of the improvement to the extent 
of such benefit. It was objected upon the hearing that, in making these 
assessments, the commissioners could go beyond the lands fronting upon 
the proposed public square or place, and those lying within half the dis- 
tance of the next street or avenue ; but in the fourth section of the act of 
1815, i t  expressly declared that, upon the opening of a public square or 
place, the comn~issioners shall not be confined in their estimate and assess- 
ment of benefits to any limit or limits whatsoever. 
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By the seventh section of an act  in relation to the collection of assess- 
ments, &c., passed May 14th, 1840, i t  is declared that Commissioners for 
making Estimates and Assessments for any improvement authorized by 
law, shall in no case assess any house, lots, improved or unimproved land. 
more than one half the valui thereof, as valued by the assessors of the 
ward in which the same shall be situate. The comn~issioners proceeded 
under this restriction in making their assessments. It is alleged, and no 
doubt with truth, that the lands in the immediate neighborhood of the 
proposed square, and which are confessedly to  be most benefited by the 
improvement, being vacant and unproductive, had been valued by the 
different ward assessors a t  prices far below their value, and in some wards 
a t  prices relatively below the prices in other wards. 

The consequence of this restriction upon the power of the commissioners 
has been, in many instances, to relieve the owners of lots most benefited 
by the improvement from the payment of an assessment equal to the ex- 
tent of such benefit, and thus reduce the aggregate amount of the assess- 
ments. The whole amount assessed upon the owners of property for 
benefit is about one million six hundred and fifty thousand dollars. I 
believe that but for the restriction imposed upon the commissioners by 
the act of 1840, a mnch larger amount of assessment might have been 
imposed without the least injustice. Of this, however, no one but the 
Corporation of New York, which is required to make up the deficiency, 
has the right to  complain. Many of this class of persons who appeared 
to object t o  the confirmation of the report insisted not so much that  their 
own assessments were excessive, as that, when compared with others, 
they were relatively too high. But this obviously does not furnish a 
good ground of objection. If the objector pays no more than theamount of 
benefit hereceives, i t  does not lie with him to insist that another pays less. 

By the act  of 1853, the Corporation of New York is authorized, after 
applying the amount of the assessments for benefits to the payment of 
the damages awarded by the commissioners, and the expenses of the 
proceeding, to  raise the deficiency by creating a public stoclr, to  be 
called, " The Central Pa rk  Fund," redeemable in forty-five years after 
the passage of the act, and bearing an interest of five per cent. I t  is 
also declared that for the payment of the stock thus to  be issued, the 
land to be taken shall be  irrevocably pledged. It was insisted that this 
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pledge of the land, involving the right to withdraw i t  from the public use, 
for which i t  is taken, is inconsistent with i ts  perpetual dedication to  
the purposes of a public square, for the benefit of which done the owners 
of adjacent lands have been assessed. This, thong11 not much pressed 
upon the argument, has seemed to  me to be by far the most grave objec- 
tion whlch has been presented against the validity of the proceeding. 
It is, perhaps, unnecessary to  consider i t  here. The only power vested 
in the Court is to  confirm the report, or send it back for revisal. If thers 
be this radical defect in the proceeding, no possible advantage could re- 
sult from a refusal to  confirm the report. But  I do not think the objec- 
tion can be sustained. The land has been talien from its owners for 
public use. It is to  be devoted t o  the object for which i t  is taken. The 
faith of the city, perhaps of the state, is pledged that the loan shall be 
paid. It is only upon the violation of this faith that the parties assessed 
can be deprived of thc benefits conte~nplated. Practically, they do re- 
ceive such benefits. The value of their lauds is increased by the im- 
provement, and thus they receivc an equivalent for the assessment they 
are required to pay. It may be that, in the language of the counsel who 
presented this objection, " the assessment of land for benefit implies a 
covenant for the continuance of the benefit." But if so, the possibility 
that  the benefit may bc discontinued does not render the assessment in- 
valid. A t  the most, i t  could only furnish the basis of a claim for com- 
pensation, if the contingency should happen. 

1i few objections of a Inore gencral character deserve to  be briefly 
noticed. Damages are awarded to the Corporation itself, for lots included 
within the limits of tlle equilrc, to the amount of about six hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars. I t  is said that by an ordinance of thc Conlmon 
Council, passed in 1844, all the property of the Corporation, including 
these lots, was sacredly pledged for the payment of the funded debt of 
the city, and that the Corporation have no right now to  divert the lots 
from this object and devote them to the purpose proposed. It may well 
be that the creditors of thc Corporation have a right to have the amount 
awarded as the price of these lots in some way secured for their benefit, 
but whether they have or not, i t  is a sufficient answer to  this objection 
t o  say, that i t  is a question which in no way concerns those who oppose 
the confirmation of this report. 
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The same answer applies, too, to the objection, that the public prop- 
erty, such as the Arsenal, the Croton Reservoir and Hamilton square. 
have not been assessed. It is probable that these lands were not assessed 
for the reason that, on account of the purposes to which they were de- 
voted, they would not be benefited by the contemplated improvement. 
But whether this be so or not, i t  does not lie with others who have been 
assessed to object that for any reason these have been omitted. 

It is also objected, that the commissioners had no right, in making their 
award, to  declare that the amount due the Corporation, for unpaid taxes 
and assessments, should be deducted from the amount of the award for 
the same lots. This may be so. But this declaration in the report is en- 
tirely harmless. The amount-of the awards by the cornmiasioners, by the 
terms of the act  of 1853, will become a debt against the Corporation, due 
and payable immediately upon the confirmation of the report. If those 
entitled to  receive these awards are themselves indebted to the Corpora- 
tion for taxes or assessments, i t  did not require the authority of the com- 
missioners to set off one debt against the other. 

A n  objection is now taken, for the first time, to the validity of the 
appointment of the commissioners. The order for their appointment was 
made by Mr. Justice Mitchell, and i t  is now said that he is a relative to one 
of the parties assessed for benefit. The objection is untenable. Judge 
Mitchell might not now sit t o  hear this motion for confirmation. The 
parties assessed for benefit are now parties to the proceeding. But when 
he entertained thc motion for the appointment of commissioners they 
were not, and, of course, he was not legally disqualified. 'L'he fact that 
the relative has been brought within the range of assessment, is alone 
sufficient to show that the objection is altogether technical. 

Again, i t  objected that Nr.  Brady, one of the commissioners, is a bro- 
ther to  two of the owners of lots taken for the improvement, to whom 
damages have been awarded. This might have furnished a proper ground 
of objection to  be addressed to  the discretionary power of the court, upon 
the appointment of the commissioners, but in no way affects the validity 
of the report. The law declares that no judge of any court shall sit in 
any cause in which a relative within the ninth Pegree is a party. This 

relates entirely to  courts of justice, and not t o  a special stat- 
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utory proceeding like this. Those who made this objection, frankly ad- 
mitted that i t  derived no support from the amount of the awards. 

1 have thus noticed the principal grounds which have been urged 
against the confirmation of this report. I have, also, since the argument, 
carefully examined all the objections and affidavits filed with the commis 
sioners by those who now resist the confirmation. There are a few cases 
of individual hardship which have my sympathy, and for arhich I would 
gladly provide some relief. But my examination has resulted in the full 
conviction, that no lega! errors ha-ve been committed in the proceeding, 
and that the report is, in the whole, pre-eminently judicious and equitable. 
I have no hesitation, therefore, in directing that an order be entered for 
its confirmation. 
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FINANCE DEPARTYEST, 
February 5th, 1856. 

To the Common Counczl. 

The Comptroller has the honor to  inform the Common Council, that 
the Sopreme Court has this day confirmed the report of the Commissioners 
of Estimate and Assessment, for the taking of lands lrnown as " the Cen- 
tral Park." The amount awarded to the owners of the lands, and for 
expenses, is the sum of five millions one hundred and sixty-nine thousand 
three hundred and sixty-nine dollars and ninety cents, of which the sum 
of one million six hundred and fifty-seven thousand five hundred and 
ninety dollars, is payable by the owners of adjacent lands, who are as- 
sessed for benefit. By the act  of 1853, chapter 616, (Davies' Laws, p. 
1153,) payment of the awards must be made by the city immediately 
upon the confirmation of the report. For  the payment of so much of 
the awards as cxceed the assessment, the Corporation is authorized and 
directed to  issue a public fund or stoclc, a t  five per cent., payable a t  the 
end of forty-five Scars, from the date of the act. The assessments, al- 
though payable, may not be immediz~tely received a t  the public treasury, 
and for the payment of so much of the awards as are equal to the assess- 
ments, the Corporation is authorized by the 190th section of the act  of 
1813, (Davies' Laws, p. 543,) t o  issue a public stock, a t  a rate of interest 
uot exceeding seven per cent. per annurn. 

The Comptroller has the houor to srtbmit an ordinance for the 
purpose of carrying into eEect the directions of the statute, and tlle 
order of the Supreme Court. I I e  proposes to issue a five per 
ccnt. stock, for the sum of two millions dgh t  hundred and sixty.seven 
thousand dollars, payable in forty-two years, for which the lands of the 
park are pledged, and a six per cent. stocli for the sum of one million 
six hundred thousand dollars, payable in three years, to which the assess- 
ments, as thcy are collected, mill be applied, and for which they are spt- 
cifically pledged. Thesc stocks, i t  is corfidcntly believed, are such as for 
security, have rarely been offered for thc compstition of capitalists, and 
should command a premium in the market. 

The accompanying ordinance has been drawn by Mr. Dillon, the late 
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Counsel to the Corporation, and is approved by the Comptroller, who, in 
view of the fact, that the awards are payable immediately, urges upon 
the Common Council its prompt consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 
A. C. FLAGG, 

Comptroller. 

AN ORDINANCE 

TO CREATE FUNDS FOR THE PAYYENT OF  THE PUBLIC PLACE ENTITLED 

" THE CENTRAL PARK." 

The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New York, in Com- 
mon Council convened, do ordain as follows: 

g 1. So much of that piece or parcel of laud, bounded southerly by 
Fifty-ninth street, easterly by the Fifth avenne, northerly by one hun- 
dred and sixth street, and westerly by the Eighth avenue, as is specially 
described or referred to in the order for the confirmation of the proceed- 
ings of the Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment for taking the 
same, made by the Supreme Court, and dated the fifth day of February, 
in the year 1856, shall hereafter be known and entitled as "the Central 
Park." 

g 2. A public stock or fund to be called " the Centi-a1 Park  Fund," 
shall be created for a loan of two millions eight hundred and sixty-seven 
thousand dollars, which shall bear an interest of five per centum per an- 
num, payable half yearly, and shall be redeemable on the first d & ~  of' 
July, in the year one thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight. 

g 3. The nominal amount or value of each share of the said stock, shall 
be one hundred dollars, and the same shall consist of twenty-eight thou- 
sand and sixty-seven shares, or portions thereof, may be of the nominal 
amount or value of five hundred, or of one thousand dollars, and the 
number thereof shall be reduced accordingly. 

g 4. The said loan shall be receivable a t  any time within sixty days 
from the passage of this ordinance. 

8 
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& 5. The Comptroller is hereby authorized and directed to advertise for 
proposals, to be received a t  any time within thirty days from the pas- 
sage of this ordinance, and not to be opened until that day, for the said 
loan, or for any portion thereof, not less than the par value of one share 
of the said stock. 

5 6. The said Comptroller shall determine on and after the expiration 
of said thirty days, which and what proportions of said proposals shall 
be accepted, and shall issue certificates for the number of shares necessary 
t? make up the said sum of two millions eight hundred and sixty-seven 
thousand dollars, to the person or persons, company or companies, whose 
proposals shall have been accepted ; and such certificates shall be, as 
nearly as may be, in the form of the certificates issued for "the Water 
Stock of the city of New York." 

4 7. The said Comptroller shall receive the moneys payable for, or upon 
said loan, and shall pay the same into the city treasury, and keep a sepa- 
rate and distinct account of the same, and of all sums paid on account 
thereof. 

4 8. The said moneys so to be received, shall be applied by the said 
Comptroller, in payment of the awards for the lands aforesaid, as con- 
firmed by the order aforesaid, of the Supreme Court. 

9. F c r  the payment of the balance of said awards, not exceeding the 
sum of one million six hundred thousand dollars, being the amount as- 
sessed for benefit, and by the order, aforesaid, of the Supreme Court, a 
public stock or fund shall be created, which shall bear an interest not 
exceeding six per cent. per annum, payable half yearly, and shall be re- 
deemable, not exceeding three years from the issuing thereof, and shall 
be called "the Central Park  Assessment Fund." 

g 10. The nominal amount or value of each share of the said stock, 
shall be one hundred dollars, or portions thereof, may be of the nomi- 
nal amount or value of five hundred dollars, or of one thousand dollars. 

g 11. The Comptroller is authorized and directed to issue to any per- 
son or persons, company or companies, upon receiving the par value 
thereof, so much of the said stock as may be necessary to  pay the bal- 
ance of the awards aforesaid. For  the payment of said stock, the assess- 
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rnents for benefit aforesaid, and all moneys payable on account thereof, 
are hereby specifically pledged. A separate and distinct account shall 
be kept by the said Comptroller of all stock thus issued ; of all moneys 
received therefor, and of all moneys received on account of the assess- 
ments aforesaid. 

$ 12. The said moneys so to be received shall be applied by the said 
Comptroller in payment of the balance aforesaid of the awards afore- 
said. 

13. The Col!ector of Assessments is hereby appointed and directed 
to proceed forthwith to the collection of the assessments. 
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The minority of tlie Committee on Lands and Places, t o  whom were 
referred various petitions, numerously signed, desiring the Common 
Council, on behalf of the petitioners, to memoralize the legislature for a 
reduction of the dimensions of the Central Park, would repectfully report: 
That a thorough examination, and careful study of the merits of the 
whole subject, as to the necessity of a park, the expenses to accrue from 
the opening, regulating and laying out of the same, as well as the extent 
thereof, as embraced in the act of the legislature, passed July 21,1353, 
must be thoroughly considered and weighed by a member of a Commit- 
tee, to whom so important a matter is intrusted, before a clear, definite 
and just judgment can be arrived at, which might influence the Common 
Council of this city to memoralize the legislature of the state, either for 
a diminution or increase of so vast a presumed improvement. And a 
minority of your Committee, more particularly, is inclined to shrink from 
the important trust and responsibility imposed on him, were it not a 
firm, decisive conviction on his part that a most valuable improvement 
can be suggested, vastly for the interests of the city; and the greater 
pleasure of the citizens in general, whether the more humble, or the 
wealthy. 

That i t  has, of late, been very generally concecied that a large central 
park was a necessary component of the great metropolis of the United 
States-a city naturally blessed with so many of the conconlitants and 
advantages that make i t  the first in the Union, and prospectively the 
greatest in the world, most unquestionably calls for one extensive park, 
varied in beauties, and where tlie smile of nature may not be interrupted 
with the monotonous appearance of the city dwellings and dingy walls, 
inclosing cramped up thousands of the human race. 

There is scarcely to be found a citizen who would deny the city the 
loudly called for " lungs ;" nor has there been for many years back, those 
who would frankly come forward, and freely and candidly s b t e  they ob- 
jected to a park of large dimensions ; insomuch that the legislature of 
the state acknowledged the receipt, by June, 1853, of eighteen thousand 

.authentic signatures for a park ; but when the subject of location and 
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extent was broached, many were the objectors, because many were 
directly and individually interested. 

I t  seems, therefore, that the honest expression of the people was un- 
qualifiedly in favor of a park-one of large capacity-to be laid out in 
serpentine roads or drives, and presenting striking features of nature or 
of art a t  every changing step ; the abrupt and craggy elevations, varied 
continually by ravines and lightsome valleys-the whispering then gurg- 
gling stream, winding its way, until, with fitful leap, it dashes over the 
gentle waterfall-the slowly ascending hill-the clear and pellucid 
waters of the reservoir forming an inland lake of no inconsiderable size- 
the quiet and repose to be found on every side, contrastinq so pleasingly 
with the sharp, incessant rattle over the pavements of our city-all tend 
most beautihlly to show the necessity of some great central pleasure 
ground. 

As to the expenses to accrue from the opening, regulating and laying 
out of the park. 

The property proposed to be taken for this great health-dispensing 
park, is, in many places, but very poorly adapted to building purposes, 
being so far below the established grade that the assessments thereon 
would be double the first or present cost of the lots themselves. With 
this point in view, the undersigned m~wt refer directly to the proposition 
of the majority Committee, to diminish the size of the park by cutting 
off all below Seventy-second street, or that portion lying between Fifty- 
ninth and Seventy-second streets. This portion of the Central Park, 
especially, is almost useless for the construction of buildings, the surface 
being very undulating and rocky, and Far below the established grade. 
The undersigned would instance the Sixth avenue, from Sixtieth to 
Seventy-second street, where heavy mason work would be essentiaI to 
support an embankment averaging from twenty to forty feet in height, 
requiring, between some blocks, no less than twelve thousand cubic yards 
of embankment, and leaving the lots on either side utterly useless for any 
ordinary improvement, unless filled up in like manner, a t  an immense 
cost to the owners. 

While calculating the expense of a central park, which the city will, 
to a limited extent, be burthened with for many years, the undersigned in 
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considering the mode of diminishing the same, wonld deem it by far 
advisable for the city to appropriate such sections as wonld, in every 
sense, be fully advantageous for a park, and yet comparatively useless 
for building purposes. I t  is evident, therefore, that that section which 
the majority of the Committee propose to cut off from the park, is the 
most rugged, and the more difficult to grade, than any other section of 
the proposed space designated to be taken for the park ; and yet, for 
park purposes, the very undulating surface would add beauty to the 
scenery and require no more actual outlay of expense to the city than 
would be required to put in order the more level sections, especially 
when we consider the low cost a t  which these lots may be purchased by 
the city. 

The proposition of the majority of the Committee, in the opinion of 
the undersigned, will diminish the size of the park so materially, as t o  
render the same comparatively of no advantage to the city, and of little 
interest or inducement to the citizens to go forth and enjoy its benefits. 
More particularly wonld it  be rendered small indeed, when we remember 
that one hundred and fifty acres, or eighteen hundred building lots, are 
to be deducted for reservoirs. The city demands a park, and not merely 
an acre or two a t  either end of the reservoirs. 

The undersigned, in conformity with the desire expressed in the peti- 
tions referred to this Committee, is in favor of diminishing the size of 
the park, and thereby materially lessening the expense of the same to 
the city ; but is convinced that said diminution should be by detracting 
from the sides, and not from the length thereof. The following dimen- 
sions are accordingly proposed : 

Bounded southerly by Rifty-ninth street, northerly by One hundred 
and Sixth street, easterly by a line beginning at  a point on the northerly 
line of Fifty-ninth street, distant four hundred feet westerly from the 
westerly line of Fifth avenue, and running thence northerly, and parallel 
with the Fifth avenue to the northerly line of Eighty-sixth street ; thence 
easterly, to the westerly line of Fifth avenue ; and northerly, along the 
westerly line of Fifth avenue to One hundred and sixth street. Bounded 
westerly by a line beginning a t  a point on the northerly line of Fifty- 
ninth street, distant four hundred feet easterly from the easterly line of 



(Doc. No. 5 .  

Eighthavenue, and running thence northerly, and parallel with the Eighth 
avenue, to One hundred and sixth street. 

By such a diminution the expense of the park will be reduced very 
considerably ; the four hundred feet thus left on either side of the park 
can be very judiciously used by property owners, for magnificent 
structures, and will so enhance the value of said propertv, that its increase 
will defray, by assessment, much of the burthen of the cost of the pro- 
posed park ; this, assuredly, is a matter of very important consider- 
ation. 

I t  is useless to raise the cry, that by surrounding the park with mag- 
nificent dwellings, we thereby array the wealthy against the poorer 
classes ; that beautiful drives, so inviting to the carriage of the wealthy, 
inspires ought else than pleasing thoughts to the more humble, they de- 
light in viewing magnificent and imposing structures, and in being em- 
ployed in their construction. We should, therefore, noL only present but 
encourage the affluent to expend their surplus funds in the erection of 
villas, and giving employment to the poor, and induce the opulent to 
surround the park, that will be the pride of the city, with their superb 
edifices. 

Next to the expense of the vast proposition under consideration, and 
of which the undersigned will state further, ere the close of this report, a 

few words and statistics as to the extent of the park, might very proper - 
ly be given here. 

The island contains a little over twenty-two square miles of land, in its 
superficial area, and is a t  present about one third built upon. I t  is cal- 
culated by gentlemen of eminent ability, and is a subject admissible of 
calculation, that in a period of thirty years, the entire island will be 
completely built up, and will then contain a population, varying, not 
far from two and tb half millions; and that the progress of the city, 
although increasing a t  a remarkably rapid rate at present, nererthelcss 
will continue that progress annually in an increased ratio. 

The undersigned would respectfully submit the following statistics as 
reliable : 
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Fz~st.  The Central Park, as laid down by the act of the legislature, 
July 21st, 1853, contains.. ............................. .776 acres. 

Of which the proposed reservoir contains. .............. .I12 " 

" " present " a ................ 38 " 

1 6  ( (  arsenal contains.. 14 '- ........................ 
'< t i  in streets and avenues there are. ........... . l90 " 
' I  " estimated to belong to the city, exclusive of 

........................ reservoir, k c . .  34 " 

Second. The Central Park, as proposed, subsequent to diminution, 
by the undersigned, will contain.. ....................... 582 acres. 

Of which the proposed reservoir contains.. ............. .112 
' I  ' I  present ............... 38 " 

ti L C  arsenal contains. 7 ........................ 
L L  " in streets and avenues are.. .144 ............. 
" " estimated to belong to the city, exclusive of 

reservoir, &c..  .......................... 23 I' 

Thzrd. The undersigned would submit as a miscellaneous table for 
information or reference. 

Area of park, subsequent to diminution.. ............ .5K miles. 
Length " ti ( I  ............. .2  1-3 " 
Breadth '< " (59th st.) " ............... 1-3 " 
Leaving on either side of park to East and North rivers, .. about .......................................... 2-3 

Amount of property contained in Central Park, as passed by the 
legislature, either possessed or to be purchased for reservoir, kc., by the 
city, is estimated at  three hundred and eighty-eight acres, the city must, 
therefore, purchase for said park an equal amount. 

The undersigned proposes to diminish the park, irrespective of streets, 
an amount of 37 blocks, or.. ........................... .148 acres, 

And also for streets there must be deducted. ............. 46 'c 

The city possesses, or is compelled to purchase for reservoirs, 
arsenal, &c., in proposed diminished park.. ............. .324 " 

The city will have to purchase only.. .................... .258 - 
Which makes a total of.. ............................. -776 
and which is the precise property taken for the Central Park by the 
legislature of July, 1853. 
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The two avenues which will remain untouched and unopened, (the 
Sixth and Seventh avenues,) by diminishing the park from the sides, 
contain a superficial area of sixty-two acres, and a fraction more. 

By  the third table i t  will be seen, the city will be obliged to purchase 
two hundred and fifty-eight acres, or four thousand one hundred and 
twenty-eight lots, in addition to that (for reservoirs, arsenal, streets and 
avenues, and about twenty-three acres,) already possessed by the city to 
carry the park proposed by the undersigned into effect, allowing the 
enormous average of one thousand two hundred and fifty dollars per lot 
(as per majority report,) i t  will cost the city five millions thirty-five 
thousand dsll.trs. The above average of the value of lots, in the locality 
of the park, is truly exorbitant. The undersigned will not attempt to 
divide the blocks in this section of the city into smaller lots than twenty- 
five by one hundred feet, as the nlajority of the Committee have done, 
and thus endeavor to make i t  appear, that the extent and expense of the 
park will be extravagant ; nor quote Regent's Park,  London, as con- 
taining less than it really does, nor omit to state, that London has six 
parks, via : St. James' Park,  Hyde Park, Green Park, Regent's Park, Vic- 
toria and Greenwich Parks, covering one thousand four hundred and forty- 
two acres, besides nine extensive gardens and numerous commons. 

The utility of the park is readily seen, for sanitary and pleasure 
purposes; one hundred and twelve acres are needed for additional re- 
servoirs; and the lower part of the park will not be too high for the 
permanent public building for the municipal government, were such a 
contingent ever deemed expedient. 

Your minority of the Committee would therefore submit the following 
resolution for adoption : 

Resolved, That the Counsel to the Corporation be and he is hereby 
directed to prepare a suitable memorial, and forward the same to the 
legislature forthwith, duly authenticated, requesting the legislature to 
amend the act entitled " A n  act to alter the map of the City of Kew 
York, by laying out thereon a public place, and to authorize the taking 
up of the same," passed July Zlst, 1853 ; that  the description of land to 
be taken, as described in the first section of that act, shall read as fol- 
lows, via : '' All that piece or parcel of land situate, lying and being in 
the city of New York, bounded, southerly, by Fifty-ninth street ; north- 
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erly, by One hundred and sixth street ; easterly, by a line begincing a t  
a point on the northerly line of Fifty-ninth street, distant fonr hundred 
feet; westerly, from the westerly line of Fifth avenue, and running 
thence northerly, and parallel with Fifth avenue, to the northerly line of 
Eighty-sixth street ; and thence, easterly, to the westerly line of Fifth ave- 
nue ; and thence, northerly, along the westerly line of Fifth avenue to One 
hundred and sixth street ; bounded, westerly, by a line beginning a t  a 
point on the northerly line of Fifty-ninth street, distant fonr hundred 
feet, easterly, from the easterly line of Eighth avenue, and running 
thence, northerly, and parallel with the Eighth avenue to One hundred 
and sixth street. 

Also, That said act be fiirther amended, so as to authorize and em- 
power the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of this city to take the 
necessary ground, open and grade, dc., an avenue, one hundred feet wide, 
on each side of, and next to, said park, in like manner as if such avenues 
had been laid out by the Commissioners appointed in and by the act of 
the legislature, entitled "An act relative to improvements touching the 
laying out of streets and roads in the city of New York, and for other 
purposes," passed April 3d, 1807 ; and that the map of said city be 
altered accordingly. 

Also, that said act be further amended, by adding thereto a provision 
and declaration, that nothing therein contained shall deprive or be deemed 
or taken to deprive, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of this city, 
of any right, power or authority which they had prior to the passage 
thereof, to take, open and control any or all of the streets and avenues 
within the bounds aforesaid, as laid out by  the commissioners aforesaid. 

D. D. CONOVER, 
Minority of Committee on Lands and Places. 

NEW YORK, &larch 2'ith, 1854, 

To the Common Counczl of the czty of New York: 

The undersigned, tax-payers of the city of New York, respectfully 
represent to the Common Council, that the dimensions of the proposed 
new Central Park  are unnecessarily large, and are capable of being 
materially diminished, without interfering with the purposes for which 
said park is to  be laid out. 
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That the boundaries of said park, excluding therefrom the grounds de- 
voted to public purposes, will inclose an area of about seven hundred and 
fifty acres, constituting one eighth of the present vacant and unproductive 
ground on the island of New York, and being of an aggregate value of 
many millions of dollars ; that  this enormous sum of money must be paid 
tor by the owners of property, supposed to be benefited by the intended 
park, and by the tax-payers of the city of New York ; that the rates of 
taxation in the city have increased during late years, to an alarming ex- 
tent, and that, unless something is done toward their reduction, the per- 
manent prosperity of this great city will be seriously endangered ; that  
the laying out of the Central Park  of the size established by law, will add 
largely to tho taxes of the city ; and that the Common Council ought to 
take the proper steps to secure the passage of an amendment to the law 
by which said park was directed to be established, restricting its size to 
some more reasonable limits. 

That, as the Commissioners of Estimates and Assessments for said park 
have already been appointed, and are about entering upon their duties, 
your petitioners respectfully represent that i t  is important that the action 
of the Common Council (if they concur with your petitioners in this 
matter,) should be immediate. 

Your petitioners, therefore, respectfully request the Common Council 
t o  memorialize the legislature for an amendment to the law, by which the 
Central Park  was established, curtailing its dimensions in such a manner 
as the Common Council may deem advisable, with a proper regard, as 
well for the interests of the tax-payers of this city as for the purposes for 
which said park has been created. 

And your memorialists, kc. 

The above ,petition, signed by a large number of citizens, having been 
referred to the Committee on Lands and Places, the Committee reported 
as follows : 

The Committee on Lands and Places, to whom was referred sundry 
petitions, praying for action on the part of the Common Council, to secure 
a reduction of the dimensions of the Central Park,  respectfully report : 

Your Committee, having given unusual publicity in respect to their 
meetings upon the subject aforesaid, have had the satisfaction of hearing 
he views and wishes of a large number of our fellow-citizens thereupon. 
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With three or four exceptions, such views and wishes were in accordance 
with the prayer of said petitions. The reasons assigned, and arguments 
used, in favor of the park. as designed by the act of the legislature, pass- 
ed July 21, 1853, were in substance as follows : 

F ~ s t .  The future greatness of this city, in point of trade, commerce, 
manufactures and population. 

Second. The present, but more palticularly the future wants of the 
dwellers upon this island. 

Thtrd. The necessity of now providing for those wants. 

I n  respect to the anticipated greatness of this city, i t  was assumed, that 
i t  will have no limits, other than those imposed by its natural and present 
political boundaries-and that such greatness will be a necessary conse- 
quence of the commerce which will line its shores. 

I n  respect to the future wants of those who shall dwell here, i t  was 
urged, on behalf of the more humble and less affluent, that they should 
have such a park for resort, when not engaged a t  their daily toil, where 
they could be in the midst of luxurious vegetation, surrounded a t  the 
same time by artificial lakes, water-falls, fountains and statuary. 

It was said this should be not only as a sanitary measure, but to inspire 
and cultivate a taste for the works alike of nature and art  ; and on behalf 
of the more affluent, i t  was said to be necessary to afford beautiful and 
attractive drives, along serpentine avenues and paths, over hills, through 
dales, around crags and precipices, and over lawns, amidst groves, fiowers, 
and all the adornments of art. 

And in respect to the necessity of now providing for and securing so 
large a park, i t  was urged, that London, Paris and other European cities, 
had found i t  necessary to provide like open spaces for resort, and, (to use 
the common expression) "for breatliug places," a t  vast cost, beyond 
what would have been necessary, had sgch necessity been sooner under- 
stood and anticipated. 

It was urged, that New P o r k  has no park, no driving course, where 
the gentleman of wealth and pleasure, or the invalid, can take a quiet ride 
off the pavements ; no place where all classes, who chose so to do, can 
assemble by tens of thousands, on gala and other days, and that our 
squares are of little or no account. 
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It was $so urged, that the habits and experience of London and Paris, 
prove that New York must provide such a drive, or the men of wealth 
and leisure will not come or remain here ; and that the expense of such 
provisions had better be now incurred, whatever i t  may he, and whatever 
i t  may add to  the indebtedness of the city, and to the annual rates of 
taxation. 

Your Committee understood the friends and advocates of the park, as 
designed to admit its first cost, would be from one thousand to one thou- 
sand five hundred dollars, for each lot averaged within the area; that 
but little could be done to i t  short of one million of dollars further expen- ' 

diture, and to  bring i t  gradually into such condition as they desire, would 
cost a t  least fifty thousand dollars per annum. 

On the other side, the petitioners, and many others, wcre willing to 
concede the future greatness of the city,  or, in other words, that all and 
every part of the island, not otherwise appropriatcd, will, a t  no distant 
day, be needed and used for the same, commerce, kc., upon which alone 
such future greatness depends ; that  in view of the contracted width of 
the island, and restricted territorial area, as compared with the extended 
water front, to take so much ground from business purposes, wou!d neccs- 
sarily trench, in an equal, if not greater proportion, upon the necessities 
of trade, commerce, &c., and thus prevent that anticipated greatness, and 
the city's growth come to  a stand ; that  there is nothing in the physical 
character or position of the island, or in the laws of trade to grevent such 
a result ; nor would i t  be au auomally in the history of the growth and 
decline of cities. 

And in regard to the wants of a71r fellow-citizens, whether present or 
future, i t  was urged that snch a park was not needed or desired, for either 
health, comfort or pleasure ; that, from the form and situation of thc 
island, nature had done far more in that respect than nature and a r t  com- 
bined had or could accomplish for either of the other cities named ; that 
our rivers and the inviting opposite shores. so easily and cheaply reached, 
where nature may be seen, studied and enjoyed in her proper garb, afford 
places for recreation far more attractive than any such park can do ; 
that  the habits and practices of a large portion of our people prove this ; 
and as to those of them who do not resort there, i t  is because our wide 
streets and avenues, and the neat plewant squares so easily found, render 
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it more agreeable, as well as less fatiguing and expensive, to resort to 
them for " breathing places." 

And that they would still do so, in preference to visiting the Central 
P a r k ;  that the pictured attractions of the park were altogether ideal, 
such as never had been realized in any country, and never could be, un- 
less in those where the toil and lives of the many are sacrificed to the lux- 
urious indulgences of the few ; and that the drives spoken of, (if posssible 
to be realized) would be of no moment, in comparison with the cost 
thereof, to the masses who could never participate in that enjoyment, and 
that such cost would be more than double the estimates as above ; and 
for these, and other like reasons, urged that so large a park should not 
be had. 

It should be borne in mind, that the park, as designed, extends from 
Fifty-ninth street to One hundred and sixth street, longitudinally, and 
from the Fifth to the Eighth avenue ; being in length twelve tl~onsand 
four hundred and twenty-seven and a half feet, or a little more than two 
and one third miles, and in breadth two thousand seven hundred and 
twenty feet, or more than half a mile ; that the act referred to, closes all 
the streets and avenues within the limits as above, and the area embraced 
amounts to more than seven hundred and seventy-six acres, which is 
equal to thirteen thousand five hundred and twenty-one building lots of 
full size, twenty-five feet by one hundred feet, or sixteen thousand nine 
hundred and one building lots of twenty feet by one hundred feet, whilst 
the largest of the London parks contains but four hundred and three 
acres. The Central Park,  in size, equals seventy-four of Tompkins 
square, or eighty-one of Reservoir square. 

It is a grave question to determine, whether so much of the limited area 
of the island can be withdrawn from business purposes without seriously 
impeding, if not actually, staying the growth and wealth of the city. I t s  
effects will be two-fold ; first, to enhance, sooner or later, the other lots to 
a price beyond what they would otherwise bear, and beyond the means 
of the humbler classes ; and thus either impoverish and depress, or drive 
them from the island for habitations ; and second, for the lack of neces- 
sary facilities to commerce, trade and manufactures, upon which alone 
the anticipated greatness depends, the city will be brought to a pre- 
mature stand-still, and its glories, so vividly pictured, never realized. 
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The cost of the lots above, a t  the lowest estimate as above, leaving out 
all used or intended for reservoirs, would be upward of seven millions of 
dollars, and judging from the prices paid the Corporation for some of the 
same lots, and from prices which other of the lots are now bringing, your 
Colnrnittee are of the opinion the park would, for the ground alone, cost 
not less than fifteen millions of dollars. 

In  the present financial condition of the city, i t  is proper to  consider 
not only such first cost, but also the necessary expense for putting the 
grounds into the proper condition of a place of resort, and the annual 
expense of improving, protecting and guarding the same, and those who 
shall, from choice, or necessity, pass through them. 

But  your Committee will not dwell upon that, they consider their duty 
in this respect, to consist in inquiring and reporting whether such a park 
is desirable for use, ornament or luxury. 

In  respect to use and ornament, they are fully convinced i t  is neither 
needed or desired by the greater portion of our fellow-citizens ; that as a 
sanitary measure, there is no occasion for i t  ; and that squares, such as 
we now have, are in evsry respect more useful, more convenient and orna- 
mental, and much preferred by a11 classes. 

As respects luxury, though well in moderation, your Committee see no 
force in the argument ; that  because royalty in England and France has 
secured parks where itself and the nobility can display dazzling equi- 
pages to the admiration and awe of the outside multitudes, therefore we 
should have a like place fgr people of pleasure. 

The very spirit of our institutions is against thus ministering to the 
indulgence or vanity of the few a t  the cost of the many. 

Your Committee express these views, because the only reason pressed 
in favor of the park was, that i t  would afford an elegant and inviting 
drive for the wealthy, a class by the way, who ever have facilities for 
pleasure, and who have no particular claim on the public for such, a t  the 
public's expense. 

Equal and exact justice in this and all other matters sl~auld be sought. 

Your Committee, after carefully considering the matter in all its bear- 
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ings, have come to the conclusion expressed in the following resolutions, 
which they recommend for adoption, viz : 

Resolved, That the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty memorialize 
the legislature, now convened, so to amend the act entitled " A n  act to 
alter the map of the city of New York, by laying out thereon a public 
place, and to authorize the taking of the same," passed July 21,1853, 
that the description of the land to be taken, as described in the first sec- 
tion of said act, shall read as follows. and not otherwise, that is t o  say : 
" All that piece or parcel of land, situate, lying and being in the city of 
New York, bounded southerly by Seventy-second street; northerly by 
One hundred and sixth street ; easterly by a line beginning a t  a point on 
the northerly line of Seventy-second street, distant four hundred feet 
westerly from the westerly line of the Fifth avenue, and running thence 
northerly and parallel with the said westerly line of the Fifth avenue to 
the southerly line of One hundred and sixth street, aud westerly by a 
line beginning a t  a point on the northerly line of Seventy-second street, 
distant four hundred feet easterly from the easterly line of the Eighth 
avenue, and running thence northerly and parallel with the said easterly 
line of the Eighth avenue to the southerly line of One hundred and sixth 
street." 

Also, that said act be further amended, so as to authorize and empower 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Comrnonalty of this city to take the necessary 
ground, open and grade, &c., an avenue, one hundred feet wide on each 
side of, next to said park, in like manner as if such avenues had been laid 
out by the commissioners appointed in and by the act of the legislature, 
entitled " A n  act relative to improvements touching the laying out of 
streets and roads in the city of New York, and for other purposes," 
passed April 3,1807, and that the map of said city be altered accordingly. 

Also, that said act be further amended, by adding thereto a provision 
and declaration, that nothing therein contained shall deprive, or be deem- 
ed or taken to deprive, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of this 
city, of any right, power or authority which they had, prior to the pass- 
age thereof, to take, open and control any or all of the streets and ave- 
nues within the bounds aforesaid, as laid out by the commissioners afore- 
said. 
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Resolved, That the Couns'el for the Corporation be, and he hereby is 
instructed to  prepare a suitable memorial, in conformity with the above ; 
and that, when so prepared, the Mayor be, and he hereby is requested to 
send the same, duly authenticated, to  the senators and assemblymen from 
this city, with a request that they use their best efforts to  procure early 
and favorable action thereupon. 

F. E. MATHER, 
GEO. W. VARIAN, 
S. M. HUSTED,  
M. C. DOKOHO, 

MARCH, 13.1854. 
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MAYOR'S OFFICE, NEW YORP, 
March 23.1855. \ 

To the Honorable the Board of Councilmen : 

GENTLEMEN :-The Board of Councilmen passed, April 3d, 1853, a res- 
olution, memorializing the legislature to curtail the dimensions of the pro- 
posed Central Park. This resolution was introduced by a lengthy report, 
from the then Committee on Lands and Places, the statements and argu- 
ments of which, no doubt, influenced its passage. The subject remained 
without further action, during the wholc of the term of the late Common 
Council ; and until the 15th of March, instant, when the Board of Alder- 
men, without awaiting your decision on the same subject, now under de- 
liberation, passed the proposition of the Councilmen of last year. 

This resolution has been laid before mc for my approval, which, after 
deliberation, and a careful examination of the facts and arguments set 
forth in the report, 1 find i t  impossible to give, consistent with my own 
convictions of dt~ty. 

Though i t  proposes, only to take from the Central Park a portion of 
the area agreed upon, still, i t  will be in effect, a blow a t  the whole. 

Any proposition having for its aim an interferenee with the work as 
nriginally devised. and which will encourage delay, and retard the pro- 
eeedings of the commission, already too long protracted, will, in my 
opinion, jeopard the success of the most intelligent, philanthropic and 
patriotic public enterprise, which has been undertakcn by the people of 
this city, since the introdncticn of the waters of the Croton river. 

I had supposed, that the necessity for defending the Central Park  had 
ceased ; that the opposition, before raiscd, had subsided, and that time 
and reflection had enabled all to appreciate its advantages, not only to 
the present, but to all succeeding generations. In  my secoud message to 
the Common Council, of January 11th last, in alluding to the subject, I 
say, " there can be no doubt as to the necessity of some such park, con 
veniently located o n  this island." 
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"In my opinion, future generations who are to pay the expense 
will have good reasons for reflecting upon us, if we permitted the entire 
island to  be taken possession of by population, without some spot like 
this devoted to rural beauty, healthful recreation and pure atmos- 
phere." 

These views have been confirmed by subsequent observation. The op- 
portunities which the duties of my office give for a survey of this great 
city, its vast financial, commercial and manufacturing advantages, the 
inherent seeds i t  contains of a growth far beyond the comprehension of 
the most visionary enthusiast, all force upon me the necessity of some 
such reservation. 

W e  will be derelict, if by any narrow or selfish feeling of present sav- 
ing, we deprive the teeming millions j e t  to  inhabit and toil upon this 
island, of one place not given up t o  mammon, where they can, even if but 
one day in the year, observe and worship nature, untarnished by canflict 
with art. To  admit the necessity of a great park, acd to  assert th%t this 
will be too large, is, in my opinion, an exceedingly limited view of the 
question, and entirely unworthy of even the present position of this 
metropolis, to  say nothing of a destiny now opening so brilliantly be- 
fore us. 

Ifit us not follow our Dutch ancestors in their views of municipal pru- 
dence, who considered cow-pzaths as proper sites for streets and avenues. 
inasmuch as they saved the necessary expenses of surreys, kc. To  have 
suggcsted to the original Enickerbockers, thc propriety of laying out 
and regulating wide and evcnly graded streets, commensorate to the 
wants of the city, as i t  now is, would have been met by the wise fathers 
of that day with arguments derived from the same principles and views 
as are now used with reference to this subject, by its opponents. 

Let New York follow up the noble spirit asserted so boldly in the in- 
troduction of the Croton water. The aforethought, and comprehensive 
policy embodied in that masterly proposition, is now universally respect- 
ed and admired, as will be, a t  no distant day, that  to open Central Park. 
Being imbued with these sentiments, I can never give my consent to any 
measure, which will throw an obstacle in its way, much less to abolish or 
curtail it. 
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But, admitting the park too large, and that i t  should be diminished, 
this resolution proposes to do it in an  improper manner, inasmuch as it 
asks, that  the only portion of i t  that can be accessible to  the foot passen- 
ger now, shall be lopped off; and, in fact, remove i t  nearly a mile further 
off from the present densely populated part of the city. 

This resolution asks, that instead of Fifty-ninth street, Seventy-second 
street shall be the lower boundary. or, in other words, that the park shall 
be removed thirteen blocks further into the interior, and, a t  present, 
almost uninhabited part of the island. If there is to be a curtailment, let 
i t  be rather from the other end. Instead of lopping off the lower and 
most accessible part, tak i t  from the upper portion. 

Besides these objections, there are others entitled to weight. Many 
lots, comprehended within the part to  be cut off, were purchascd of the 
Corporation, under its sales, a t  auction, anterior to the passage of the act 
for this park, These have been relinquished to the city, the purchase 
money repaid to  the buyers by order of the Common Conncil. 

And again,owners of lots within the area proposed to be taken, would, 
in my opinion, have just claim against the city, for any damages that 
they may have suffered, in consequence of closing them to  all opportuni- 
ties for improvements, enjoyment or favorable sales, by the existing act, 
t o  take possession of their lots for public purposes. The damages arising 
from the passage of this resolution, may amount to nearly as much as the 
expense to  the city of the land to be taken by it. 

Inasmach as the action of the Board of Aldermen was based upon the 
report referred to, without any report of their own Committec, i t  may 
not be improper for me to correct some of its errors of facts, I am the 
more induced to  do this, as i t  is evident that the public have been misled 
by thiq report. I t  states that the area of the park, excluding the State 
Arsenal and the reservoir, will be 750 acres ; that  the number of 
building lots comprehended, will be 13,521, and that the total,cost can- 
not be less than fifteen millions of dollars. 

These statements are erroneous, as will be shown by the following ex- 
tracts from my message, before referred to, which contains reliable and 
authentic data and information upon these points. 
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"It will be remembered that this park is to be bounded south by 
Fifty-ninth street ; north, by One hundred and sixth street ; east, by 
the Fifth avenue, and west, by the Eighth avenue, and will comprehend 
an area of seven hundred and seventy-six acres, sa?. ............. 776 
From which deduct State Arsenal, say.. ................... 14 

" '6 Croton Reservoir. .................... 38 
" ...................... I L  Proposed ( d  112 

6. .................. Streets and Avenues. .I90 
" belonging to the city.. ................. 34 388 

Leaving to be paid for-acres. ........................ 388 

Which, by estimating a t  sixteen lots per acre, makes six thousand two 
hundred and eight lots to be paid for by the city, and by assessments 
upon contiguous property. The important question of the valuation of 
these lots has not as yet been positively fixed by the Commissioners. 
The subject is now before them, and I advise all who are interested to 
appear a t  their oflice. 

Another question of much public interest, in connection with this 
matter, is the territorial limit to which the Commissioners shall extend 
their assessments upon property of individuals, and what proportion of 
the whole cost shall be made a lax upon the city. 

"These questions are entirely under the control of the Commissioners. 
I am informed, unofficially, that the disposition of the Board is to extend 
the area of assessment three blocks east and west, and a greater distance 
north and south, and to make two thirds of the whole cost payable by 
the city. 

" If  this be the determination, it can be easily ascertained about what 
sum the park will cost. Estimating the average value of the land a t  
five hundred dollars per I o t a  liberal estimate--the whole cost would be 
three millions one hundred and four thousand dollars ; deduct one third 
to be paid by individuals whose property is supposed to  be benefited, i t  
will leave two millions sixty-nine thousand dollars to be paid for by  the 
city." 

Much surprise is manifested a t  the apparent delay of the Commission- 
ers. I am without any official information as to  their proceedings. The 
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wholescope of their duties appears to me to  be very simple, and easily 
accomplished. I 'do not see any reason why they should consume SO 

long a time. As far as my inquiry has extended, I have been unable to 
discover, in any quarter, information of what has been done, or is being 
done by them, beyond what is contained in this extract from my mes- 
sage of January 11. 

The Counsel to the Corporation has volunteered his services to the 
Board, without compensation, and has, with commendable liberality, fur- 
nished gratuitously, much valuable information, tending to  facilitate the 
work, and give the people speedy possession of its promised advantages. 

Had all interested evinced as much enthusiasm in its favor, I am quite 
certain many hundred workmen and laborers would now be employed 
toward its completion. 

For these reasons, herein briefly and imperfectly set forth, I cannot 
sign this resolution ; i t  appears to me to have been passed under a mis- 
apprehension of the facts. 

With  respect for the opinion of others who differ from me, and with 
a repugnance to the position of apparent hostility to  the action of the 
Common Council, which my duty forces upon me, I beg leave to return 
the resolution to decrease the size of Central Park, without my ap- 
proval. 

Very respectfully, 

FERNANDO WOOD, Mayor. 
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A N  ORDINANCE 

FOR THE REGULATION AND GOVERNMENT OF  CEnTRAL PARK. 

Be it ordained by the Mayor, Alderm~n and Commonalty of the city of 
New Yo&, in Common Council convened, as follows. 

4 1. The Central Park, until further action of the Common O'ouncil, 
or the legislature, shall be under the control and management of a Board 
of Commissioners, to consist of the Mayor and the Street Commissioner. 
who shall be termed the " Commissioners of the Central Yark." 

8 2. The said Board shall have full power to govern, manage and 
direct the said park ; to consnlt, examine and determine upon the plan for 
the improvement thereof, to lay out and regulate the grounds ; to pass 
and make rules for the regulation and government thereof; to appoirt 
such gardeners, engineers, surveyors, clerks and laborers as may be 
necessary; to prescribe and define their respective duties, and the 
amount of their compensation to be fixed by the Common Council. 

3 3. The said Board shall, semi-annually, and in the months of Janu- 
ary and July in each year, and at  any time when requested by either 
Board of the Common Council,. make to the Common Council a full1 
report of their proceedings, and a detailed statement of their receipts and 
expenditures on account of said park. 

4 4. I t  shall be lawful for the Comptroller and the Collector of the 
City Revenue, by, and with the permission of the said Board, to let an?. 
buildings and the grounds attached thereto, now bcing within said park, 
until the same same shall be required for the laying out and regnlatio~h 
thereof, when the said buildings shall be removed, except such as may be 
used for the purposes of the park ; but the proceeds thereof shall be placed 
to the credit of the fund a t  the disposal of the Commissioners, for the im- 
provements herein referred to. 
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$ 5. It shall be lawful for the said Board of Commissioners, to sell any 
buildings, improveinei~ts and other materials, now being within said 
park, which, in their judgment, shall not be required for the purposes of 
the park, or the public use. 

2 6. The proceeds of buildings, improvements or materials sold, and 
the rent of buildings and lands let, as hercinbefore authorized, are hereby 
appropriated for the purposes of this ordinance, to be disbursed by the 
Comptroller upon the recluisition offaid Commissioners. 

Adopted by the Board of Councilmeo, May 12,1556. 
Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, May 19, 1856. 
Approved by the Nayor, May 21,1856. 

D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 
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D O C U M E N T  N o .  8 3  

BOARD OF ALDERMEN, JANUARY 2, 1852. 

The Special Committee on Public Parks, beg leave respectfully to re- 
port, that  they were appointed under the following resolution of the 
Board of Aldermen, of August 5th, 1851, and that to them was also r e  
ferred, on the ayes and noes, the following subseqnent resolution of Au- 
gust 7th, 1851 : 

" Whereas, The legislature, a t  its recent extra session, passed an act, 
authorizing the Nayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of this city to pur- 
chase or take, through commissioners to be appointed for that purpose, 
the ground lying between the Third avenue and East river, and Sixty- 
sixth and Seventy-fifth streets ; and also that lying between Avenue A 
and the East river, and Sixty-fourth and Sixty-sixth streets, to remain, 
and be used hereafter as a public park." 

And whereas, Public opinion seems to demand that the City Govern- 
ment, in carrying into effect the object contemplated by the ~ c t  referred 
to, should adopt the most liberal and enlightened measures, in order to 
make the proposed pleasure ground, in its locality, conveniently acces- 
sible to  all-in its dimensions, equal to the present and prospective wants 
of a great and rapidly increasing city-and, in its future establish- 
ment, corresponding to the wealth and greatness of this commercial 
metropolis ; therefore, 
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" Resolved, That i t  be referred to a Special Committee of this Board, 
to examine and report npon the advantages and disadvantages of the 
ground designated in the act of the legislature ; and also, whether there 
be not a better locality for such park, with comparison of size, capacity 
for rural embellishment, general topographical features, and probable cost 
of each ; and, also, whether i t  be not advisable to include within the 
limits of such purchase, ground for the new reservoir ; and, generally, 
a11 such facts and iuferences as may enable the Common Council to pro- 
ceed understandingly in a matter involving so large an expenditure of the 
public money, and so important in its influence npon the present and 
future growth and prosperity of the city. 

.'Board of Aldermen, August 5th, 1851. Adopted, and Aldermen 
Dodge, Dooley and Britton appointed such Committee. 

" (Signed) J. M. WILSON, 
Deputy Clerk. 

" Resolved, That thc Counsel of the Corporation be, and he is hereby 
directed to  take the necessary legal measures for the appointment of 
Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, for the laying out of a public 
park, in pursuanee of an act relative to the powers and duties of the 
Nayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New York, in the mat- 
ter of taking possession of and laying out certain lands for a public park 
in the Nineteenth Ward of said city, passed July l l t h ,  1851, forthwith. 

" Board of Aldermen, August 7th, 1851, referred t o  Special Committee 
on a new park, on ayes and noes. 

" (Signed) J. M. WILSON, 
Deputy Clerk." 

I n  compliance with the directions of the resolution appointing said 
Committee, they have endeavored to make themselves fully acquainted 
with all the facts which have any bearing upon the matter committed to 
them, and they are fully impressed with the importance t o  the present 

and future inhabitants of the city, that they should present such a care- 
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ful and comprehensive view of the whole subject, as may enable your 
Honorable Body to judge whethrr the opinions your Committee have 
formed are correct, and whether their suggestions should be adopted. 

' The city of New York is now, and probably will ever be, the metrop- 
olis of America ; it is already one of the first cities of the world in point 
of population, wealth, commercial inlportance and beauty ; and its 
geographical position, and other circumstances are such, as must con- 
tinually increase its importance in all these respects. This island city, 
steadily increasing at  a ratio of ten per cent. per annum in population, 
must soon be closely inhabited throughout its entire extent. 

I t  has ever been considered, in all large cities, an important duty for 
those intrusted with authority, to provide for the health of present and 
future citizens, and their recreation, by setting apart, for public grounds, 
even at  'considerable expense, certain spacious tracts, which may be laid 
out into extensivc walks and drives, and from tinie to time beautified by 
the tasteful turning to account of the resources of the natural scenery and 
decorations of art. Accordingly, the most beautiful and useful features 
of the cities of the Old World are the extensive and ornamented grounje, 
to which large portions of the population daily (and more particularly 
on the public holidays.) resort for their healthful recreation. Our 
beautiful city is entirely unprovided with any thing of this kind, on a 
wale a t  all commensurate with its wants or its grandeur in other respects 
and i t  is a remarkable fact, tkat i t  is the only large city on this continent 
which is thus destitute of these openings which are very appropriately 
termed the '' Lungs of Cities." 

Your Committee is directed " to examine, and report upon the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of the ground designated in the act of the 
legislature ; and also, whether there be not a better locality for such 
park, with comparison of size, capacity for rural embellishments, general 
topographical features, and probable cost of each ; and also, whether i t  
be not advisable to include, within the limits of such purchase, ground for 
the new reservoir." 

In  the examination of these different points, your Committee find, in 
the second branch of their inquiry, a second proposition distinctly refer- 
red to, as probably presenting superior advantages of locality, kc.,  and 
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identifying i t  as the plot of ground, including within its limits the site of 
the proposed new reservoir. 

Your Committee, therefore, consider that two distinct propositions are 
before them, and wlll proceed t o  make the required comparisons as faith- 
fully and as briefly as their determination to do full justice to  s s  import- 
ant  a matter will permit. 

The firstrproposition is, for the city to purchase a piece of woodland 
known as  "Jones' on the extreme eastern shore of this island, 
"The t o t d  area of this proposed park, bounded b~ Sixty-fourth street 
from the East river to Avenue A ; by Avenue A, from Sixty-fourth t o  
Sixth-sixth street ; by Sixty-sixth street, from Avenue A to the Third 
avenue ; by the Third avenue, from Sixty sixth to Seventy-fifth street ; 
from the Third avenue t o  the East river; and by the East river, from 
Severity-fifth street to Sixty-fourth street, is 6,944,860 square feet, or 
159 432-1000 acres." 

The Common Council propose to exclude fro111 the above an irregular 
projection of six acres, between Sixty-fourth aud Sixty-sixth streets, and 
Avenue A and the river. This will reduce the area to  153 432-1000 acres. 

The second proposition is, for the city to  purchase a certain tract of 
land, situated in the geographical centre of this island, and bounded by 
the Fifth and Eighth avenues, on the east and west, and by Sixtieth and 
One hundred and sixth streets,on the south and north limits, containing a 
superficial area of 759% acres. 

Both these plots are well adapted to  the uses proposed, and are the 
only plots of any considerable extent convenient for the purpose, that are 
a t  all available. But, as i t  is not proposed for the city to  purchase and 
improve both these plots, your Committee have prepared a careful? and 
they believe, a just conlparison of the advantages of each, in discwing 
which, for the sake of convenience, the first will be spoken of as "Jones' 
Park," and the second as " Central Park." 

The comparative advantages of each of these sites, will be shown in 
respect to the following considerations, viz : 

PAGE. 

1 EXTENT ................................... 141 
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EXTENT. 

When a city proposes to itself an improvement of this ltind, involving a 
very considerable expense, i t  is important that the ground secured should 
be su€Eciently spacious for the purposes, not only of the present gener- 
ation, but of a very numerous posterity. 

The superficial area proposed to  be inclosed in Jones' Park, is 153 432- 
1000 acres. It isnearly square, and about, half a mile in extent on each side. 

- If we deduct the space to  be occupied by streets and avenues, there re- 
mains about 105 acres to be purchased. 

The superficial arca proposed to be inclosed in Central Park, is 759% 
acres. It is in form an elongated parallelogram, about two and a quarter 
miles long, and about half a mile wide. It embraces the present Receiv- 
ing Reservoir of 33 acres-the grounds of the State Arseral and of the 
St. Vincent Academy, about 24 acr&and ground now owned by the 
Corporation, 135 acres-in all, 566% acres, including streets and avenues, 
deducting for which 190% acres, leaves an area of 376% acres to be 
purchased. 

Central Park will therefore have a superficial area four and three 
quarter times as great as Jones' Park. 

This city, increasing in population a t  the rate of ten per cent. per an- 
num, must, before the end of the present half century, number several 
millions, a small proportion of which will throng a place so limited as 
Jones' Park, but be very amply accommodated in Central Park, of nearly 
five times the extent. 

Central Park would probably be one of the largwt parlrs in the world, 
but not too large for the use of a city destined, in all human probability, 
to  equal, and perhaps to exCeed in population every other. It must be 
nottd that the city government has already appropriated about one fifth 
of this tract for purposes of reservoirs, which, being artificial lakes, con- 
tribute perhaps as much as any other feature to the beauty and value. of 
public grounds. 

The most beautiful feature of a large park, and a most important advan- 
tage over a small one, is, tha t  the large park is capable, from its extent, of 
being laid out into a very great length of serpentine road, which a judi- 
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ciuus engineer can so contrive as not only to produce startling effects oi' 
the distant 1andscapc.and also to bring the peculiar natural and artificial 
beauties of the place into the best points of view, but, at the same time, 
t o  turn and wind this road through the place, so as to allow a very long 
drive through constantly varying scenery. A serpentine road of more 
than twenty-five miles in extent can be wound through the spacious 
grounds of Central Park, as  your Committee is informed by competent 
engineers. This important consideration does not, however, apply to 
Jones' Park, which is, in inself, too limited to  allow of any great length of 
drive under any circumstances. The Second avenue is now being 
opened, arld must. for several reasons, be carried through Jones' Woods. 
This will divide the grounds into two small and unequal portions, and so 
cut them up as to prevent the introduction of serpentine roads to any 
considerable length. 

Another important considcration depending upon the extent of a park, 
is the fact that ornamental grounds attract upon their borders ornamental 
structures in the way of public buildings for institutions of learning, 
academies of the fine arts, buildings devoted to geology, botany, astron- 
omy and other sciences, n~onuments of natural greatness and patriot- 
ism, kc. 

This is found to be the casc in London, where,in ddi t ion  to  the public 
institutions, rows of elegant private houses, thc residences of wealthy 
citizens, have added to  the architectural beauties of the borders of St. 
James', Regents' and Hycic Parks. This principle will apply here more 
particularly, where fine sites for public and private buildings are in 
demand. 

This lattcr consideration is of more importance, when we consider that 
Central Park is of sufficient size to  permit the selling off for the above 
purposes of portions of its border. These sites being desirable, will 
command large prices, and reduce the expense of the original cost, and 
furnish, from time to time, by sales or by leases, a sufficient sum to pay, 
i f  desirable, a portion of the expenses of the keeping and decoration of 
the park. The great extent of boundary of Central Park favors this 
view of the matter, presenting, as i t  does, five miles and a half for such 
improvements-while Jones' Park presents a comparatively small border 
of a mile and a half, deducting the river front, and is not in a part of the 
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city where such improvements would seek sites : whereas, Central Park 
is in Ulat part of the city where such institutions would be favorably 
located, and on its borders are already to be found the State Arsenal, 
Mount St. Vincent (young ladies') Academy, &c. The importance of 
this consideratien is further discussed under the head of COST. 

The situation of Jones' Park is such, that it would be a special benetit 
only to the property in its immediate neighborhood on three sides, of 
about half amile each. Should such property, so benefited, be assessed, 
as  provided in the act of the legislature for taking such park, in proper- 
tion, say one third of the whole purchase money,the quantity of such 
property specially benefited and specially assessed being very limited, 
the ainount of assessment would be very onerous upon all that small 
neighborhood, and probably more than the property could bear ; there- 
fore, the difference between what should be assessed and what could be  
borne would have to be added to the amount paid from the city treasury, 
which would be equivalent t o  a tax upon the whole city, to improve the 
value of the property of a few individuals, by making a park in a one- 
sidcd, outrof-the-yay locality, where i t  would not be generally accessible. 

Apply the same considerations to Central Park, and i t  appears that, 
owing to its greater extent and central position, the quantity of property 
that would be benefited and enhanced in value by the making of the park 
is so great, that  an assessment to pay one third, one half, or even the 
whele of the purchase money, would scarcely be felt. The special benefit 
would be sensible to property around the Central Park for a great dis- 
tance in all directions, and owners of property would probably come for- 
ward themselves and cheerfully subscribe a large portion of the purchase 
money and not feel it, if such a proceeding could be permitted in a case 
where the beatfit woul:! be pnera l  to  the whole city. 

This view of the subject, which your Committee is assured is correct, 
shows most conclusively that considerations of justice, as well as of 
economy, decide against the &aition ot Jones' Park as strongly as they 
uphold the location of Central Park. This consideration will be found 
iloticed under its proper head of COST. 

In  view of all these considerations, your Commirtee find that the pro- 
position of Central Park is greatly to be preferred. as not only the most 
extensive, but because Jones' P u ~ k  is not sufficiently extensive for present 
and future purposes. 
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CONVENIENCE OF 1,OCALITY. 

The city limits embrace the entire island of New York;  its popuIa- 
tion will undoubtedly, before many years, cover the whole extent of its 
surface. 

In  providing a parlr, the convenience of those who will live here, after 
ourselves, must be considered. For a place of public resort, the most 
central locality is most unquestionably to be preferred, other considera- 
tions being equal. 

Jones' Park and Central Park are in position nearly central with 
respect to  the northern and southern points of the island, but Jones' Park 
is on the extreme eastern shore, and to the eastward of the Third avenue 
which is tlie farthest east of all the thoroughfares in the city. It is about 
a mile distant from the great tho~oughfares of Broadway and Eighth 
avenue. 

Central Park, on the contrary, is centrally situated between the two 
rivers, and between the four great thoroughfares of the island, vie : Third 
and Fourth avenues on the eastern side, and Broadway and Eighth ave- 
nue on the western side. Between Central Park and both rivers there 
will he about three quarters of a mile on each side. 

People from the northern portion of the island would, to reach the 
northern boundary of Jones' Park, be obliged to travel more than a mile 
further south, and a mile further east, than would be necessary, to arrive 
within the limits of Central Park. 

Again, Central Park is but half a mile wide, and is situated about mid- 
way bctween the east and west shores of the island, having about three 
quarters of a mile on each side of i t  for ordinary city purposes, leaving 
sufficient space for a large population on eazh side, which the advantage 
of the proximity of the park would attract, and induce them to build u p  
that part of the city, probably as densely as  any other part. 

I n  view of the above considerations, your Committee think the location 
of Jones' Park is out of the way, and very inconvenient, while, for con- 
venience of locality, the site of Central Park is shown t o  be all that can 
be desired. 
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AVAILABILITY. 

Under this head will be found comparisons of " capability for rural 
embellishments," and of " general topographical features.". 

The plot of land proposed for Jones' Park is 153% acres. The 
Second avenue must be extended through this plot, otherwise all inter- 
course between the part of the city north and south of it must be by way 
of the Third avenue, a very roundabout course. If this avenue is not 
opened, the public is deprived of an important thoroughfare ; if i t  is 
opened, it injures the park by preventing an extension of serpentine r o d  
with any advantage. The opening of that avenue also takes from the 
park fives acre, thus reducing its extent to 148% acres. 

This plot of ground is nearly square in form, and about half a mile on 
each side ; i t  borders on the East river, on its eastern side, which forms 
a bold shore, and from which can be had a very pretty view of the river ; 
of Blackwell's Island and the opposite shore. 

Its surface is gently undulating, and does not present any variety of 
scenery within itself, nor any landscape view, except that above-men- 
tioned. 

It is covered with a very thick and heavy growth of forest trees, most 
of them exceedingly lofty, except on the western border and part of the 
southern side, where there are some good shade trees. 

The plot of ground proposed to be included in Central Park embraces 
the land between Sixtieth street on the south, One hundred and sixth 
street on the north, Fifth avenue on the east, and Eighth avenue on the 
west. I t  contains a superficial area of 75934 acres, embracing the 
present Receiving Reservoir, of 33 acres, and the grounds of the State . 
Arsenal, and also of St. Vincent's Academy, of 24 acres ; the proposed 
new reservoir to cover an area of 98 acres. The surface is exceedingly 
diversified; all the lands within its limits are among the most uneven 
and rocky on the island. In  some places the elevations rise from 100 to 
140 feet above tide-water, in others being only a few feet above the 
same. 

The topographical map accompanying this document shows very nu- 
merous abrupt and rocky elevations, intersected constantly by ravines 
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and gentle valleys, through which run several small streams of liviug 
watps. As a general rule, and with the exception of the northern ex- 
tremity, this plot of ground forms a basin with a very uneven bottom, 
lying between the Eighth and Fifth avenues. From the Eighth avenue 
there is a natural sloping grade to the North river ; and from the Fifth 
avenue, a general corresponding slope to the East river. The northern 
portion attains an elevation of 140 feet, commanding an extensive view 
of all the surrounding country. 

Notwithstanding its great extent and central position, there are very 
few improvements, such as private dwelling-houses, for the reason that 
i t  is not desirable to own the lots on which assessments for grading the 
streets will be very heavy, and sufficient to effect a forfeiture of the 
property. The value of existing improvements will be found under the 
head of COST. 

Central Park will include grounds almost entirely useless for building 
purposes, owing to the very uneven and rocky surface, and also to its lying 
so far below the proper grade of the streets as to render the grading very 
costly ; for instance, to extend Sixth avenue from Sixty-fifth street to 
Seventy-third street, i t  would be necessary to build an embankment, 
principally of masonry, (with culverts to discharge the water) from 20 to 
40 feet in height. This would leave the lots on either side utterly value- 
less for any purpose of ordinary -improvement, unless i t  should be built 
up in the same way, or filled in to nearly the same level. The expense 
of grading the streets through these grounds will be found under the head 
of COST. From i t  will appear that the grading alone will cost more than 
twice the 'present value of the lands. 

This expense of grading, in the event of the land being appropriated to 
a park, will be wholly saved, as the very circumstances, which render the 
grading so expensive are an advantage for the purposes of a park. It 
must also be considered that the lands can be purchased at  a very low 
value for the causes above stated, and will be not only valuable for park 
purposes, but more valuable for those purposes than good smooth build- 
ing land. 

There is no section on our island, of equal size, so well adapted by na- 
ture, or so susceptible of improvement and adornment, for purposes of a 
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large park, as the one now under consideration ; and none so diversified 
in surface, abounding so much in hill and dale, and intersectedby so 
many natural streams. The elevations, in some parts, rising to 140 feet 
above tide-water, and the valleys, in some parts, being 40 feet below the 
grade of the surrounding streets. 

These valleys contain running streams and numerous springs, and at  a 
small cost can be converted, where desirable, into artificial lakes, and sup- 
plied with water to any extent, from the never-failing source of the Groton 
Aqueduct, which will also supply fountains in any part of the grounds 
with a profusion of water, which will render fountains a distinguishing 
feature, and one in which this park will have a superiority over all other 
parks. owing to the unequaled supply of water from the greatest aque- 
duct of ancient or modern times. 

The great, and at  many points abrupt, difference of level of the sur- 
face, and the projecting points of rock, render these grounds peculiarly 
adapted to the construction of the most beautiful and varied roads-now 
winding around the base of a projecting rocky hill, now traversing the 
bottom of a valley, now climbing a gentle hill-again descending to the 
low lands, passing along the margin of a beautiful quiet lake ; leaving 
this, and ascending above Eighty-sixth street, the road will pass along 
what will be one of the geatest of modern works of art--the proposed 
new reservoir, a picturesque, irregularly shaped artificial lake, containing 
nearly 100 acres of water, in one placid sheet. Continuing to rise, 
gradually winding around elevations through gentle valleys, the serpen- 
tine road will reach the top of Harlem Heights at  about One hundred and 
fifth street, having attained the highest land om the island south of Fort 
Washington, and from which a magnificent view is presented to the be- 
holder in every direction. 

From this point may be seen nearly all the present city lying to the 
south, and the bay beyond it ; the intervening district rapidly improving 
to the southern margin of the park, and when it  is finished,-the park 
itself extending from its southern border two miles to the feet of the b e  
holder, intersected by beantiful artificial lakes of various sizes ; by small 
streams, crossed by numerous marble or rustic bridges; by beautiful 
groves of trees of every variety, indigenous aud exotic; by serperrtina 
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roads winding through velvet lawns decorated with sparkling fountains, 
and the whole surrounded by architectural works of every order and 
variety. 

Looking to the west, will be seen the noble Hudson. extending from 
the bay (which can be seen as far as the Narrows) up to the Palisades in 
the distance, and the mountains in the interior of the State of New Jersey, 
in the extreme west. 

Looking in a northerly direction, can be seen, across the Harlem river, 
the High Bridge, a magnificent structure, which brings the Croton 
water to this island, and the other bridges, which connect New York 
with the county of Westchester, which presents to our view its fertile 
farms, beautiful gardens, and tasteful villas and thriving villages. 

The eastern view embraces a considerable portion of the state of Con- 
necticut and of the Sound, separating i t  from Long Island, also the East 
river, studded with islands, running from Hellgate to Governor's Island, 
and separating this city from the shore of Long Island, which shows us 
Flushing, Astoria, Ravenswood, Greenport, Bushwick, Williamsburgh, 
Brooklyn, kc. Having completed the view, of which only some of the 
most striking points are here noted, we return to the road, which takes 
us to the lower end of the park by a different, but not less varied route, 
having traveled a distance of not less than twenty-five miles. 

The above is a very imperfect and inadequate description of the kind of 
park which may be constructed on the ground selected for Central Park,  or 
in other words, its availability. The availability of Jones' Park  has also 
been considered ; i t  possesses very few of the advantages of Central 
Park, and where i t  possesses these advantages, i t  is to a very limited 
extent. 

The fact of Jones' Park  .bordering on the river for half a mile, and 
having a fine water view, is certainly a very great advantage ; but your 
Committee think that is more than counterbalanced by the lake scenery 
incidental to, and which forms so important a feature in Central Park,  
which must have a water shore of a t  least one and a halfmiles of reservoir 
margin. Besides, i t  must be recollected that the very same view that 
occurs from the bank of Jones' Park, is also had from the high grounds 
of Central Park, which command a greatly additional water view. 
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The great feature of Jones' Park, however, is its magnificent forest, 
which almost entircly covers it, which is peculiar t o  itself, and a supposed 
advantage not possessed in any degree by Central Park. These forest 
trees, i t  is stated, can be thinned out into a grove, and the whole laid out 
in roads, and be immediately available as a park, while the trees to orna- 
ment Central Park  would require many years to  grow. 

This question of time will be considered under its proper head, and 
with respect to the advantages of the existing forest, they appear to be 
somewhat overrated. 

Your Committee is of opinion that, so far from Jones' Woods being 
immediately or very soon available for a park, it will take many years 
before i t  can be made so, and nearly as long as i t  will take to grow or 
transplant trees upon the ground of Central Park, which is by no means 
entirely destitute of trees a t  present. 

In  the first place, the thinning out of the trees of Jones' Park  must 
be gradually and carefully executed, to prevent the falling timber from 
destroying those trees which are intended to be preserved. They now 
stand so thick that probably eight out of every ten must be cut down ; 
to remove them properly will require much time and expense. 

Secondly.-When the excess of trees is removed, i t  will be found that 
lower branches are wanting to nearly all the trees, to the height of from 
forty to sixty feet. These lower limbs will immediately commence grow- 
ing, as is desirable for shade. This new demand for nourishment nearer 
the root of the tree, cuts off the supply of sap which sustained its 
top, and the tree:top must be cut off to prevent it from dying of. This 
will leave a not very beautiful or desirable grove of long poles and trunks, 
from thirty to forty feet in height, and without shade for some years. 

During the same time Central Park, which has already some beautiful 
trees, can be furnished, by transplanting, with all the desirable additional 
trees, except those which should be raised from nursery saplings, which 
will attain, in from eight to twelve years, a very vigorous growth, suffi- 
cient to give as much shade, where shade is desirable, as in nearly the 
same time could be given by the new growth branches of the Jones' Park  
trees. 
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Central Park will be furnished, of course, with a very choice assort- 
ment, and great variety, of new trees, much more ornamental, and cash 
ing a more agreeable shade than the natural forest trees. I t  must also 
be remembered that very large trees can be transplanted, at the proper 
seasons of the year, and, if properly taken up and replanted, never fail t o  
thrive in the new ground successfully. 

I t  is the opinion of those who have laid out new parks and ornamental 
grounds, that a natural forest is no advantage whatever, and all new 
parks should be furnished by growing or transplanting such trees as are 
required in different parts of the grounds, which may generally be culti- 
vated in almost any shape required, by proper care, and cutting the 
branches. Besides, a proper variety of park scenery requires that cer- 
tain large portions should be improved as sloping lawns, or mounds for 
statuary and monuments, and points of view for distant landscapes-all 
of which allow of no trees whatever. 

The consideration of the health of the public, requires that the low 
ground and unhealthy ponds, situated in the district to be included in 
Central Park, should be rendered innocuous by some improvement ; 
whereas, Jones' Park being high ground, and open to the river, is per- 
fectly healthy as it  is. 

I t  must be noted, as an objection to making Jones' Park, that half a 
mile of valuable river front will thereby be forever abstracted from com- 
mercial uses. The rapid growth of this city, and its commercial character 
being its distinctive feature, i t  would seem to forbid the diminution of 
the river front, which will eventually, and probably very soon, be in de- 
mand along this part of the city. 

\ I t  is also to be noted that, should it  be desirable to open certain streets 
across Central Park for the public convenience, the city government will 
always have the right to do so, and it  will not injure the park in the 
least, nor is there any objection, topographically, to opening Seventy- 
second, Seventy-ninth, (Eighty-sixth is open,) and Ninety-sixth streets, 
those being all 100 feet wide, which will divide the park into five equal 
parts. 

Prom the above, it  appears that on every consideration of availability 
Central Park is superior to Jones' Park. 
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PROBABLE COST. 

The cost of a public work is a matter of the first consideration ; but, 
on reflection, it will be conceded that few public works can be of more 
importance, at the same cost, than public parks, and that, when a public 
park is wanted, it is cheap at any reasonable price, money being well ex- 
pended on a place devoted to the general health, exercise, innocent recre- 
ation, and to the elevation of the mind by the cultivation of a fondness 
for the beauties of nature, and appreciation of the appliances of art. 

To appropriate land from the midst of any city's limits, must alwayo 
be a somewhat expensive proceeding. I t  is more especially so in the 
city of New Pork, as all the lots have a market value, based upon their 
presumed future availability for business, or for dwelling purposes. 

The comparative value of the lots to be taken to form Jones' Park 
and Central Park, respectively, is given in the tables annexed, by which 
i t  appears that the lots forming Jones' Park being useful for building 
and horticultural purposes, and having valuable timber on them, are 
worth very much more, respectively, than the lots to form Central Park, 
which, owing to their rocky and ui:even surface, and being so far out of 
grade as explained more fully on page 146, are generally of very little 
value, if any, for any other than park purposes. 

Owing to these causes, and because these low grounds, intersected by 
pools, are unhealthy for residences, they are so little improved, and those 
improvements of so little value, that it is estimated that $10,000 Or 
$15,000 will pay for such improvements. 

The estimated value of the lots to form Jones' Park, according to table 
No. 2, annexed, is $700,575, without the expense of grading the streeta. 
Should the streets be graded, the cost of grading streets and avenues is 
estimated at  about $212,000. 

These estimates have been prepared with great care by persons familiar 
with the subject, and perfectly competent to make them correctly. It 
cannot be supposed that the estimated value in this table may be too 
low, as all the details of estimates have been submitted to others, whose 
position requires them to be fully conversant with these values, and 
they have pronounced them high enough. No per centage of allowance 
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for too low an estimate is therefore calculated, believing i t  to be now es- 
timated a t  its extreme value. 

The estimated sa!ue of the lots to  be taken to form Central Park, in- 
cluding the ground to form the reservoir, according to  table No. 1, 
annexed, is $1,407,325, and without the reservoir, $1,172,325. This is 
without the expense of grading the streets. 

Should these streets be graded, the cost of grading streets and avenues 
is estimated at $616,478. 

I t  must here be noted that the Bifth and Eighth avenues are partly 
graded, and those parts excluded from this estimate ; also, that there is  
no grading estimated for the ground proposed for the reservoir. 

The value of the lots included in Central Park has been variously 
estimated by competent persons familiar with the value of real estate, 
a t  from $760,000 to  $1,152,000. W c  hare taken the highest estimate, 
as fully set forth in table No. 1, in all its details. 

This estimate of value is based upon the supposition that the streets 
and avenus are graded and regulated. 

The expense of regulating the streets and avenues, as per table, is 
$616,478, which should be assessed upon such property. This cannot, 
however, be done, because the law provides, that no lot shall be assessed 
for regulating and grading, more than one half of its assessed value upon 
the tax-books ; and the balance of the assessment upon that lot must be 
paid from the city treasury. 

The assessed value to  form said park is $446,000. B y  the law above 
quoted, only one half or $223,000 can be assessed upon the land, an8 thc 
balance, or 8393,478 must be paid from the city treasury. 

The details of the estimates of many of the lots in this table will show, 
that in very many cases the city will have to pay nearly the whole ex- 
pense of regulating and grading these lots. 

16 must here he observed, that on adding the above $393,478, which 
the city must thus pay, to the lowest estimate of $760,000, gives 
$1,163,478, not varying much from the amount of the highest estimate of 
$1,172,000, as per table No. 1, thereby showing its general correctncm, 
and also that i t  gives the full value of the lots. 
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The value of the lots included in Jones' Park has been variously 
estimated, by competent persons, familiar with the value of real estate, a t  
from $480,000 to $700,000. We have talcen the highest estimate, as set 
forth in table No. 2 in detail. 

The estimate of value is  also based upon the supposition that the 
streets and avenues are graded. 

The expense of regulating and grading the streets and avenues, as  per 
table No. 2, is $212.000. This should be assessed upon such property, 
which cannot be done for the reason just before stated. 

The assessed value of the lots to form Jones' Park ie, $165,765, one 
half of which only, or 882,882, can be assessed for regulating and 
grading, and the balance, $129,118, must be paid from the city treasury. 

It will be seen, that on adding this $129,118 to the lowest estimate of 
$480,000, we have $609,118, varying from the estimate as per table No. 
2, amounting to $700,000 ; showing that  the assessed value of the lots 
of Jones' Park is comparatively higher than of Central Park. It also 
shows, that the value of the Jones' Park lots has been over estimated in 
said table,' and that $700,000 is an extremely high valuation, and, no 
doubt, from $80,000 to  $100,000 more than the property is worth, being 
about $400 for each lot on an average. 

The Central Park lots, though estimated in the tables a t  a high figure 
of value are, many of them, not worth their proportion of the expenses 
of grading, among which are very many, which would be utterly worth- 
less, but for the operation of the present unjust law, which makes them 
valuable a t  the expense of the city. 

I n  this connection, your Committee would call the special attention of 
your Honorable Body to the operation of this act, which is believed to  
be unknown to  the great body of our fellow-citize;ns, though i t  is the cause 
of a great annual augmentation of their taxes. If  its operation, or even . 
its existence, were generally known, your Committee helieve that its im- 
mediate repeal would be demanded by the entire community, with the 
exception of some persons who, having understood the operation of it, 
have realized large amounts, a t  the expense of the tax payers generally, 
and who have made their calculations t o  realize, in tenfold greater pro- 
portion, by the regulating and grading of new streets. 
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The operation of this law is as follows : 

A n  immense proportion of the surface of the central and upper part 
of the island of New York, is of the most uneven character. It 
abounds in immenee ledges of rock, many of which project from the 
main level, in masses of many acres in extent. Interspersed among 
these tracts of rocks are occasionally deep ravines, and frequently val- 
leys of considerable extent, varying in depth, lying mostly many feet 
below the projected grade of the streets. These ravines and deeper 
valleys having bottoms of rock, are generally the deposit of water, which 
stagnates, and are quite as impractieable for improvements of any de- 
scription as the rocks. 

Until the passage of the act to which your attention is now directed, 
these lots had no value of any importance, nor have they now, except to 
the few who operate in them, because they understand the operation ot 
this law, and because i t  is not generally understood. This operation con- 
sists in enabling the speculator to buy worthless lots, a t  a mere nominal 
value, and have them improved into very valuable lots, a t  the expense 
of the city, by providing, that no more than one half the assessed value 
of any lot shall be taxed upon i t  for the regulating and grading of the 
street i t  is on. 

It happens, that the expense of regulating and grading is, in a very 
great many cases, greater than half the assessed value of the lots, and in 
many cases, forty, sixty and one hundred times greater, so that the 
more from the grade of the street, or the more rocky or low such lots 
may be, the less valuable i t  is, and the less i t  can pay toward the ex- 
pense of grading and regulating, which brings i t  immediately into mar- 
ket, a t  a nearly equal value with the lots in the neighborhood, which 
may have paid their proportion of regulating and grading. 

I n  this connection, i t  is also proper to call the attention of your Hon. 
Body, and of citizens generally, to a proceeding which has grown into a 
custom, (by the unfaithfulness of public officers,) more oppressive, because 
i t  ihvolves greater annual amounts than the above. Your Comlnittee 
refers to the practice of the assessors, who have been for years in the 
habit of assessing the up-town unimproved property a t  rates of from 
one third to  one half of its real known value. 
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This assessing of values, so much too low, besides the manifest in- 
justice of partial taxation, operates most unfairly in the matter of regu- 
lating streets. Since, by the law above quoted, there can be charged 
upon these lots only one half of their assessed value for regulating and 
grading streets ; and the amount of assessed value is generally less than 
one half the real value : i t  occurs that the amount so charged is really 
less than one fourth of what the property could bear, and is so trifling as 
to cause the city to pay almost the entire expense of regulating and 
grading, and especially whenever the street is run through a deep cutting 
or a high embankment, when the expense is the greatest, and where the 
value of the lot is the least. 

For these considerations, your Committee respectfully recommend and 
urge a repeal of the present law, or such a modification of it  as will re- 
quire all property to be assessed at  its real value, in cases where streetx 
and avenues are to be regulated and graded. 

The difference in the cost and extent of the ground for the two 
parks is- 

$1,407,325 for 659% acres for Central Park. 
700,575 for 153% acres for Jones' Park. 

Difference, $706,750 for 606% acres more for Central Park, which 
includes the present reservoir and the arsenal, and St. Vincent grounds, 
which need not be purchased, containing 57 acres, and also about 135 

acres more acres, now belonging to the city ; which is, in fact, 414y  
than Jones' Park, for $706,750, which is about the cost of Jones' 
Park. 

It is therefore to be borne in mind, that in purchasing Jones' Park, 
we pay for all the land included within the limits of the park ; whereas, 
in the acquisition of Central Park, me inclose an area of 759% acres 
for park purposes, and have only to pay for 566% acres, including 
ground for the new reservoir, which the city will purchase in any event. 
This happens, because 57 acres to be inclosed belong to the State 
Arsenal, and to Xount St. Vincent Academy and to the present re- 
ceiving reservoir, which will all be allowed to remain, and will be im- 
proved in ornamental connection with the park, and because the city 
already owns 135 acres, scattered in various parts within the proposed 



inclosure; 27 acres of which is on ground to be covered by the new 
reservoir. 

By reference to page 141, under the head of EXTENT, i t  is shown, that n 
larger portion of the purchase money could be paid by assessment on the 
surrounding property, if i t  should be thought expedient. for the pur- 
chase of Central Park than for the purchase of Jones' Park,  which will 
reduce the amount of purchase money to be taxed upon property gene- 
rally. 

In  case of such purchase, by tax upon property generally, by issue of 
stock or otherwise, the amount to be paid for Central Pa rk  will also be 
reduced, or returned to the city treasury, by the amounts received from 
time to  time, for sales of sites upon the borders of the park, which can 
be  spared, with advantage, for ornamental buildings, devoted to public 
purposes, kc., as explained on page 141, under the head of EXTENT. 

Setting aside the greater economy of the purchase of Central Pa rk  
the nunlerous considerations of greater convenience of locality, general 
accessibility, better cappacity for embellishment, supe~ior topographical 
availability, and public health, as have been shown, would induce your 
Committee to recommend the purchase of this park in preference t o  
Jones' Park.  

Your Committee having fully set forth all "the advantages and disad- 
vantages of the ground (known as Jones' Woods,) designated in the act of 
the legislature," referred to in the resolution committed to them, and 
having also examined and reported as to "whether there be not a better 
locality for a park, equal to the present and prospective wants of a great 
and rapidly increasing city, and susceptible of future embellishments, 
corresponding to the wealth arid greatness of this commercial metropolis ;" 
and having, as they think, fully justified their opinion, that  the grounds 
proposed for Central Park should be purchased in preference to Jones' 
M-oods, or to any other locality on the island, by a close and rigid com- 
parison of the advantages of extent, capacity for r u r d  embellishments, 
general topographical features, economy, &c., together with a great va- 
riety of facts and inferences bearing upon the subject, beg leave to  say, 
tha t  an additional reason for recommending the location of Central Pa rk  
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is, that i t  iacludes within its limits the site already proposed by the 
Croton Water Department for the now reservoir. 

Your Committee finally beg leave to  call the attention of your Hon- 
orable Body to the tables hereto annexed, showing, Table 1st-The cost 
of grading streets and avenues on the site of Central Park,  and the 
present value of the lots. Table 2d-Present value of lots and cost of 
grading streets and avenues on the site of Jones' Park ; and also to the 
map accompanying this report, showing the relative position, size, topo- 
graphy, &c., of Central Park  and Jones' Park,  all of which have been 
prepared under the direction of your Committee, and are herewith pre- 
sented as necessary to a full understanding of the matters discussed. 

In  conclusion, i t  is a matter of congratulation to your Committee t o  
know, and this report has shown, that it is within the power of our 
citizens, within a very few years, to possess, a t  a comparatively tritling 
expense, a public park of considerable extent, sufficient for the possible 
requirements of the present and future population of a rapidly growing 
city ; a park superior in available resources and not surpassed in con- 
venience of position or availability for tasteful embellishments ; a park 
which our citizens can, with honest pride, favorably compare with the 
most celebrated public grounds of the chief cities of Europe; not ex- 
cepting Hyde Park  of London, the Champs Elysees of Paris, the Prater 
of Vienna, the Cascine of Florence, the Corso of Rome, the Prado of 
Madrid, or even, on the American Continent, with the spacious Plazas 
of Havana, or the lovely Botanical Gardens of Rio de Janeiro. Indeed, 
your Committee confidently claim that i t  is within our powcr to combine 
the peculiar features and excellencies of each of thesc magnificent works 
in our own park, and even to  excel them all by the availability of Cen- 
tral Park  for artificial lakes, streams, cascades and fountains, by reason 
of its peculiar formation of surface, and the never-failing and unequaled 
supply of water from the largest aqueduct in the world. 

It is scarcely necessary for your Committee to state, that these latter 
remarks will not apply to Jones' Park,  but refer solely to the supposi- 
tion that the idea of Central Park  will be adopted, i t  being so far su- 
perior in every respect to Jones' Park. 

Your Committee therefore report the following resolution : 
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Resolved, That the Counsel to the Corporation be, and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to memorialize the next legislature for the pae- 
sage of " an ac t"  to authorize the taking of lands in the central part of 
this city, for the use and purpose of a public park, as set forth in this 
report ; said act  to provide for the appointment of Commissioners of 
Estimate, to  be appointed by the Supreme Court. 

All of which is rcspeetfully submitted. 

DANIEL DODGE, Speciai 
JOS. BRITTON, Commdtn  
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' 'F-IIBDE NO- 3L . 
Tabb showing the Excavation and Em .bani%ment required to grade the Streets and Avenues embraced i72 the Proposed Qentral Park; 

also. an Estinzate of the present value ?f the Lots . 

$4000' Brought forward . / . . 
3800' 64th street t th  a 7th 
3600: .......... 7th & 8th .. 
3600, 65th streeL 5th a 6th 
3600 .......... 7th 8th .. 
3400 66th street 5th k 6th 
3200 .......... 6th t 7th 
3000' ......... r th & 8th 
2800' 67th street 6th a 6th 

............. ...... 7th a 8 t h  I /.....I ..... 
street/ nth & 6thl 800 130 5780 4850 

................ 6th & 7thl ............. 17780 17780 ............ ............ .......... ........ 1600' 7th & 8thj 1330 62'0 4890 ................. 1600' i l s t  street 5th a 6th 2000 4000 1380 ............ .......... ............. 1600~ 6th a 7th 13780 13780 ............ .......... ............. 1604 7th a 8th 9000 9300 
16001 72d street . 5th a 6th 7200 ..... 11660 4260 ............ ................. .......... 1600 6th a 7th 5000 5000 3890 
1600~ .......... 7th & 8th 1330 1330 22740 20080 ............ 
1600 73d street . 5th a 6th 420 800 25130 23910 ............ 
1600 .......... t th & 7th ............. 12440 12440 ...........- 
1600 .......... 7th a 8th 1660 3 0 1 5 W  10340 ............ 
6000 74th street 5th a 6th ............. 21460 21460 .J .......... 
60001 .......... 6th a 7th1 ............. 10660 10660 ............ 

................. ..... ......... 3000 6th a 7th 1760 1330 
5600 .......... 7th a 8th ........ 800 24000 24000 ............ 
4800 77th street 5th a 6th 2750 ..... 8000 5250 ............ 
4800 .......... +th a 7th 1530 2800 2330 ................. 
4400 .......... rth 8th ....... 670 11330 10660 ............ ................. 2200 78th street 5th a 6th 7660 2550 6400 
2200 .......... 6th & 7th 1500 1500 6000 3000 ............ 
2200 .......... 7th & 8th ............. 13380 13380 ............ 
4800 79th street 5th & 6th 7720 11660 ando ............ 

.... 3200 .......... 7th a 8th 730 600 14660 1.3330 ........ .... 3400 82d street . 5th a 6th 1320 ..... 6770 5350 ........ 
3600 .......... 7th a 8th 1780 ..... 5330 3550 ............ 
4000 83d street . 5th & 6th 1940 ..... 4430 2490 ............ 
8000 .......... 7th a 8th 1330 12000 3440 ................. 

84th street 5th a 6th 2000 12400 10400 ....... ..... ............ ................. .......... 2400 7th a 8th 2000 2000 3550 
2400 85th street 5th a 6th 2000 ..... 12400 10400 ............ ................. .......... 2000 7th a 8th 2000 2000 3550 
2000 86th street 5th & 6th ................................... ................................... 2000 .......... 6th a 5th .......... ................................. 2000 i th  r 8th 
2000 87th street 5th a 6th ............. 1340013400 ............ ............. .......... ............ 1603 1600 1 6th & 7th 940 910 ... ..... ...... .......... 

.4 19401.14 . . . I  1 1600 88th street 7th a 8th ............. 12400 1 2 4 ~  ............ 
6000 89th street 7th a 8th ............ 10600 10600 ............ 

2000 .......... 6th 7th 1500 1500 6000 3000 ............ 
MOO .......... 7th 8th 930 900 1660 ......... I ....... 
4430 99th street 5th 6 6th 490 490 10890 9910 ............. 
2200 i204 I .......... ...... ..lit 7th & 8th 7t4 2110 64 1 ..... 4 3774 830 ................. 491 ...I ... I .... 

IOOthstr't . 5th a 6th .......... 6th a 7th .......... 7th 8th 
lOlst str't . 5th 6th .......... 6th 7th .......... 7th a 8th . 
102d street 5th a 6th .......... 6th a 7th .......... 7th a 8th . 
103dstreet 5th a 6th . .......... 6th a 7th .......... 7th a 8th 
104thstr1t . 6th a 7th 

Lancls Inclnclecl in the proposed New Res 

24001 
2400 5th avenue 87 a 88 .............................................. 8 ...... ...... .............................................. .......... 2400 88 a 89 8 ...... .............................................. .......... 2400 88 a 90 8 ...... ....................................... .... .......... 2200 90 a 91 .. 8 
2200 .......... 91 a 92 .............................................. 8 ...... 
22y)o .......... 92 a 93 .............................................. 8 ...... ...... .............................................. .......... 2400 93 a 94 8 ...... .............................................. ......... 2200 94 a 95 8 ...... .................................. . . . .  .......... 2200 95 a 96 z .  8 
2200 Bthavcnue 87 a 88 .............................................. 16 ...... 350 5600 ...... .............................................. .......... 2400 88 a 89 16 200 3200 

...... .............................................. .......... 2400 89 a 90 1 16 175 2800 
2600 .......... 90 a 91 .............................................. 16 ...... 175 2800 
1800 .......... 91 & 92 ............................................. 6 ...... 7 5  2800 1 3000 .......... 92 a 93 ............................................. 16 ...... 175 2800 
3200 .......... 93 & 94 .............................................. 
8400 .......... 94 a 95 .............................................. 
36001 .......... 95 & 96 .............................................. .............................................. 3600 ithsvenoe 87 a 88 .............................................. .......... 3600 88 8 89 
2800 .......... 89 a 90 .............................................. 
2400 .......... 90 & 91 ............................................. .............................................. .......... 2400 91 & 92 
2200 .......... 92 a 93 .................... i ......................... 
2200 .......... 93 a 94 ............................................. 
2200 .......... 94 a 95 .............................................. .......... .............................................. 2000 95 6 96 .............................................. 20001 87th street 5th a 6th' 
20001 .......... 6th a 7th ............................................. .............................................. 2200 88th street 5th a 6th 
22001 .......... 6th a 7th .............................................. 
2200 89th street 5th a 6th .............................................. 
20001 .......... 6th a 7th .............................................. 
2000 90th street 5th a 6th .............................................. 
2004 .......... Fth & 7th .............................................. 
2000 9lst street . 5th a 6th ............................................. 
2000 .......... 6th a 7th ............................................. 
2000 92d street . 5th a 6th .............................................. 
2000 .......... Fth a 7th .............................................. 
4800 93d street. . 5th a 6th ....I.. ........................ ................ 
4800 .......... 6th a 7th .............................................. .............................................. 9600 94th street 5th & 6th 
9f30@ .......... 6th a 7th .............................................. 
9600 95th street 5th a 6th .............................................. 

.......... .............................................. 9600 6th a 7th .............................................. 9600 96th street 5th a 6th 
6th a 7th .......... .............................................. 

There is included in the above Table of Valuat'on of Proposed Reservoir. three hundred and twenty lots. or about twenty-seven acres. 
hich is more thnn one-fourth of the whole plot to be embraced in said Eescrvoir . 



Xhowing the ezcavation ~ n d  embankment required to gmde the streets and avenues embraced in the proposed Jones' Park; 
also, an estimate of the present vdue of the Lots. 

Regulation of Streets and Avenues. 
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- 
BY ANDREW J. DOWNING. 

- 
The leading topic of town gossip and newspaper paragraphs, just now, 

in Mew York, is the new park proposed by Mayor Kingsland. Deluded 
New York has, until lately, contented itself with the little door-yards 
of space-mere grass-plots of verdure-which form the squares of the 
cit.y, in the mistaken idea that  they are parks. The fourth city in the 
world, (with e growth that will soon make i t  the second,) the commer- 
cial metropolis of a continent spacious enough t o  border both oceans, 
has not hitherto been able t o  afford sufficient laud to give its citizens 
(the majority of whom live there the whole year round) any breathing 
space for pure air, any recreation ground for healthful exercise, any 
pleasant roads for riding or driving, or any enjoyment of that lovely and 
refreshing natural beauty from which they have, in leaving the country, 
reluctantly expatriated themselves for so many years-perhaps for ever. 
Some few thousands, more fortunate than the rest, are abIe to escape, for 
a couple of months, into the country, to find repose for body and soul, 
in its leafy groves and pleasant pastures, or to inhale new life on the 
refreshing sea-shore. But in the mean time the city is always full. I t s  
steady population of five hundred thousand souls is always there ; always 
on the increase. Every ship brings a live cargo from over-peopled 
Europe, to fill up its over-crowded lodging houses ; every steamer b r ing  
hundreds of strangers to  fill its thronged thoroughfares. Crowded 
hotels, crowded streets, hot summers, business pursued till i t  becomes a 

game of excitement, pleasure followed till its votaries are exhausted ; 
where is the quiet reverse side of this picture of town life, intensified 
almost to  distraction ? 

Mayor Kingsland spreads i t  out to the vision of the dwellers in this 
arid desert of business and dissipation-a green oasis for the refreshment 
of the city's soul and body. H e  tells the citizens of that feverish metro- 
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polis, as every intelligent man will tell them, who knows the cities of the 
old world, that New lrork. and American cities generally, are volun- 
tarily and ignorantly living in a state of complete forgetfulness of na, , 
ture, and her innocent recreations. That, because i t  is needful in 
civilized life for men t o  live in cities-yes, and unfortunately too, for 
children to be born and educated without a daily sight of the blessed 
horizon-it is not, therefore, ncedful for them to be so miserly as to live 
utterly divorced from all pleasant and healthful intercourse with gardens 
and green fields. H e  informs them that cool, umbrageous groves have 
not forsworn thenlselves within town limits, and that half a million of 
people have a right to  ask for the " greatest happiness" of parks and 
pleasure-grounds, as well as for paving stones and gaslights. 

Now that public opinion has fairly settled that a park is necessary, the 
parsimonious declare that the plot of one hundred and sixty acres, pro- 
posed by Mayor Kingsland, is extravagantly large. Short-sighted econo- 
mists! If  the future growth of the city were confined to the boundaries 
their narrow vision would fix, i t  would soon cease to be the commercial 
emporium of the country. If they were the purveyors of the young 
giant, hewould soon present tlie sorry spectacle of a robust youth, mag- 
nificently developed, but whose extrenlities had outgrown every garment 
t h l t  they had provided to cover his nakedness. 

These timid tax payers, and men nervous in thcir private pockets of 
the municipal expenditures, should take a lessor. from some of their 
number to  whose admirable foresight wc owe the unity of materials dis- 
played in the New York City IIaIl. Every one familiar with New 
York, has wondered or smiled a t  the apparent perversity of taste which 
gave us a building-in the most conspicuous part of the city, aud devoted 
t o  the highest n~unicipal uses, three sides of which are pure white marble, 
and the fourth, coarse, brown stone. But few of those who see that in- 
congruity, know that i t  was dictated by the narrow-sighted frugality of 
the Common Council, who were its building committee, and who deter- 
mined that  i t  would be useless to  waste marble on the rear of the City 
Iiall, "sinccr that side would only be seen by persons living in the 
suburbs." 

Thanking Mayor Kingsland, most heartily for his proposed new park, 
the only objection we make to i t  is, that i t  is too small. One hundred 
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and sixty acres of park for a city that will soon contain three quarters 
of a million of people! I t  is only a c'hild's play-ground. Why, London 
has over six thousand acres, either within its own limits, or in the ac- 
cessible suburbs, open to the enjoyment of its population-and six 
thousand acres composed too, either of the grandest and most lovely park 
scenery, like Kensington and Richmond, or of luxuriant gardens, filled 
with rare plants, hot-houses and hardy shrubs and trees, like the National 
Garden at  Kew. Paris has its garden of the Tuileries, whose alleys are 
lined with orange trees, two hundred years old ; whose parterres are gay 
with the brightest flowers ; whose cool groves of horse-chestnuts, stretch- 
ing out to the Elysian Fields, are in the very midst of the city. Yes, 
and on its outskirts are Versailles, (three thousand acres of imperial groves 
and gardens there also,) and Fountainbleau, and St. Cloud, with all the ' 
rural, scenic and palatial beauty that the opulence of the most profuse of 
French monarchs could create, all open to the people of Paris. Vienna 
has its great Prater, to make which, would swallow up most of the 
" unimproved" part of New Pork city. Munich has a superb pleasure- 
ground of five hundred acres, which makes the Arcadia of her citizens. 
Even the smaller towns are provided with public grounds to an extent 
that would beggar the imagination of our short-sighted economists, who 
would deny " a greenery" to New Pork ; Frankfort, for example, is 
skirted by the most beautiful gardens, formed upon the platform which 
made the old ramparts of the city-gardens filled with the loveliest 
plants and shrubs, tastefully grouped along walks over two miles in 
extent. 

Looking at  the present government of the city as about to provide, 
in the people's park, a breathing zone, and healthful place for exercise for 
a city of half a million of souls, we trust they will not be content with 
the limited number of acres already proposed. Five hundred acres is the 
smallest area that should be reserved for the future wants of such a city, 
now, while it  may be obtained. Five hundred acres may be selected 
between Thirty-ninth street and the Harlem river, including a varied 
surface of land, a good deal of which is yet waste area, so that the whole 
may be purchased at  something like a million of dollars. In that area 
there would be space enough to have broad reaches of park and 
pleasure-grounds, with a real feeling of the breadth and beauty of green 

11 
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fields, the perfume and freshness of nature. I n  its midst would be located 
the great distributing reservoirs of the Croton Aqueduct, formed into 
lovely lakes of limpid ra ter ,  covering many acres, and heightening the 
charm of the sylvan accessories by the finest natural contrast. I n  such 
a park, the citizens who would take excursions in carriages or on horse- 
back, could have the substantial delights of conntry roads and country 
scenery, and forget, for a time, the rattle of the pavements and the glare 
of brick walls. Pedestrians would find quiet and secluded walks when 
they wished to be solitary, and broad alleys, filled with thousands of hap- 
py faces, when they would be gay. The thoughtful denizen of the town 
would go out there in the morning, t o  hold converse with the whispering 
trees, and the weary tradesmen, in the evening, to enjoy an hour of 
happiness by mingling in the open space with " all the wrld." 

The many beautiful utilities that would gradually grow out of a great 
park like this, in a great city like New York, suggest themselves imme 
diately and forcibly. Where would be found so fitting a position for 
noble works of art, the statues, monuments, and bnildings commemo- 
rative a t  once of the great men of the nation, of the history of the age 
and country, and the genius of our highest artists ? I n  the broad area 
of such a verdant zone would gradually grow-up, as the wealth of the 
city increases, winter gardens of glass, like the Crystal Palace, where 
the whole people could luxuriate in groves of the palms and spice trees 
of the tropics, a t  the same moment that sleighing parties glided swiftly 
and noiselessly over the snow-covered surface of the countfry-like avenues 
of the wintry park without. Zoological gardens, like those of London 
and Paris, would gradually be formed by private subscription or public 
funds, where thousands of old and young would find daily pleasure in 
studying natural history, illustrated by all the wildest and strangest ani- 
mals of the globe, almost as much a t  home in their paddocks and jungles, 
as if in their native forests ; and horticultural and industrial societies 
would hold their annual shows there, and great expositions of the arts 
would take place in spacious buildings within the park, far more fittingly 
than in the noise and din of the crowded streets of the city. 

W e  have said nothing of the social influence of such a great park in 
New York. But this is really the most interesting phase of the whole 
matter. It is a fact, not a little remarkable, that, ultra democratic as are 
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the political tendencies of America, its most intelligent social tendencies are 
almost wholly in a contrary direction. And among the topics discussed 
by the advocates and opponents of the new park, none seem so poorly 
understood as the social aspect of the thing. It is indeed both curious 
and amusing to  see the stand taken on the one hand by the million, that 
the park is made for the " upper ten," who ride in fine carriages ; and, 
on the other hand, by the wealthy and refined, that a park in this coun- 
try, will be "usurped by rowdies and low people." Shame upon our 
republican compatriots, who so little understand the elevating influences 
of the beautiful in nature and in art, when enjoyed in common by thou- 
sands and hundreds of thousands of all classes without distinction! 
They can never have seen, how, all over France and Germany the whole 
population of the cities pass their afternoons and evenings together, in 
the beautiful parks and gardens. How they enjoy together the same 
music, breathe the same atmosphere of art, enjoy the same scenery, and 
grow into social freedom by the very influences of easy intercourse, space 
and beauty that surround them. I n  Germany, especially, they have 
never seen how the highest and lowest partake alike of the common en- 
joyment-the prince seated beneath the trees on a rush-bottomed chair, 
before a little wooden tzble, supping his coffee or his ice, with the same 
freedom from state and pretension as the simplest subject. Drnwing-room 
conventionalities are too narrow for a mile or two of spacious garden 
landscape, and one can be happy with ten thousand in the social freedom 
of a community of genial influences, without the unutterable pang of not 
having been introduced to the company present. 

These social doubters, who thus intrench themselves in the sole citadel 
of exclusiveness in republican America, mistake our people and their 
destiny. If  we would but have listened to  them, our magnificent river 
and lake steamers, those real places of the million, would have no velvet 
couches, no splendid mirrors, no luxurious carpets. Such costly and 
rare appliances of civilization, they would have told us, could only be 
rightly used by the privileged families of wealth, and would be trampled 
upon and utterly ruined by the democracy of the country, who travel 
one hundred miles for half a dollar. And yet these, our floating palaces 
and our monster hotels, with their purple and fine linen, are they not 
respected by the majority who use them, as truly as other palaces by their 
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rightful sovereigns? Alas ! for the faithlessness of the few, who possess, 
regarding the capacity for culture of the many, who are wanting. Even 
upon the lower platform of liberty and education, that the masses stand 
in Europe, we see the elevating influences of a wide popular enjoyment ; 
of galleries of art ; public libraries, parks and gardens, which have raised 
the people in social 'civilization and social culture to a far higher level 
than we have yet attained in republican America. And yet, this broad 
ground of ,popular refinement must be taken in republican America, for 
i t  belongs of right more truly here than elsewhere. It is republican 
in its very idea and tendency. I t  takes up popular education where the 
common school and ballot-kox leave it, and raises up the working-man 
to the same level of enjoyment with the man of leisure and accomplish- 
ment. The higher social and artistic elements of every man's nature 
lie dormant within him, and every laborer is a possible gentleman, not 
.by the possession of money or fine clothes--but through the refining 
influence of intellectual and moral culture. Open wide therefore, the 
doors of your libraries and picture galleries, all ye true republicans! 
Build halls where knowledge shall be freely diffused among men, and not 
shut up within the narrow walls of narrower institutions. Plant spa- 
cious parks in your cities, and unloose their gates as wide as the gates of 
morning to the whole people. As tLere are no dark places at  noon day, so 
education and culture-the true sunshine of the sod-will banish the 
plague spots of democracy ; and the dread of the ignorant exclusive who 
has no faith in the refinement of a republic, will stand abashed in the 
next century, before a whole people whose system of voluntary educac 
tion embraces (combined with perfect individual freedom,) not only com- 
mon schools of rudimentary knowledge, but common enjoyments of all 
classes in the higher realms of art, ietters, science, social recreations and 
elrjoyments. Were our legislatures but wise enough to understand to- 
day, the destinies of the New World, the gentility of Sir Philip Sidney, 
made universal, would be not half so much a miracle 6fty years hence in 
America, as the idea of a whole na t i~n  of laboring men reading and 
writing, was, in his day, in England. 



TWO R E P O R T S  TO T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E .  

CENTRAL PARK REPORT. 

REPORT OF THE MINORITY OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE BILL REL- 

ATIVE TO A PUBLIC PARK I N  NEW PORK. 

The undersigned, a minority of the Select Committee, (consisting of 
Messrs. Beekman, Cooley, and Bartlett,) appointed to take into consid- 
eration the bill entitled, "An act relative to the purchase, possession, 
and laying out of certain lands for a public park in the Nineteenth Ward 
of the city of New York, and the powers and duties of the Nayor, A]- 
dermen, and Commonalty relative thereto," with power to report com- 
plete, beg leave respectfully to make the following 

REPORT : 

The Committee have given the subject matter referred to them that 
serious attention which its great importance seemed to demand-having 
held numerous sittings for the purpose of hearing the witnesses that have 
been presented by the friends of the bill, and by those opposed to its be- 
coming a law. 

The testimony before the Committee was, to a considerable extent, 
conflicting and contradictory, and some of the witnesses were evidently in- 
terested, pecuniarily, and largely so, in the scheme contemplated in the 
bill for converting the plot of ground known as "Jones' Wood," into a 
public park. 

Indeed, it appears to the undersigned due, no less to the cause of jus- 
tice than to the great interests of the city of New York, as well as to 
the hundreds of thousands of its teeming and rapidly increasing popula- 
tion, and the millions who may hereafter congregate in that stirring city, 
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which is destined, perhaps, to become the great commercial centre of the 
world, as i t  is now, pre-eminently, that of this vast continent ; and i t  is 
due, moreover, to the importance of the measure contemplated in the 
bill, which is to affect, for meal or woe, the social condition, comfort, 
convenience, health, taste, and pleasurable enjoyment of myriads of hu- 
man beings, to state, that the parties most active and urgent for the pas- 
sage of the bill, are, themselves, confessedly, interested pecu~liarily, and 
will be largely benefited in point of property, should i t  become a law. 

While the undersigned impugns no one's motives in the advocacy of 
whatever course may be taken 6 t h  respect to this, or any other measure, 
before this honorable body, he, nevertheless, deems i t  a duty incumbent 
on him to state these incontrovertible facts, which no one, i t  is presumed, 
will undertake to gainsay or deny. 

Those parties who have manifested so muc11 anxiety to  push this bill 
through the legislature a t  this session, are all interested in lauded estates 
near "Jones' Wood,': which, should this bill, contrary to the wishes, as is  
believed by the undersigned, of a large majority of the property holders 
of New York, be passed into a law, will be greatly augmented in value. 

While this circumstance would not be entitled to the slighest consid- 
eration, were the Jones' Wood" site conceded to be the most eligible 
for the important purposes and improvements designed in the bill, 
it becomes exceedingly grave and interesting when i t  is known that a far 
better and more ceutral site exists, and that this described in the bill is 
advocated by few, except those whose private interests are likely to be so 
largely advanced by an improvemeut, which, if made a t  all, must be done 
a t  the public expense. 

The evidence before the Committee took a wide range, including the 
comparative advantages of the two sites had in view by the citizens of 
New York for a public park, to wit : "Jones' Wood," bounded by Sixty- 
fourth street, from the East rjver to Avenue A ; by Avenue A ,  from Sixty- 
fourth to Sixty-sixth street ; by Sixty-sixth street, from Avenue A to 
the Third avenue ; by the Third avenue, from Sixty-sixth to Seventy- 
fifth street, and by Seventy fifth street, from the Third avenue to the 
East river; and by the East river from Seventy-fifth street to Sixty- 
fourth etreet, containing about 159 acres, and situated on the extreme 
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eastern verge of the city, and about six miles from the City Hall ; and 
also a tract of land situated near the geographical centre of Manhattan 
island, bounded by the Fif1,h and Eighth avenues on the east and west, 
and by Sixtieth and One hundred and sixth streets, on the north and 
south, containing about 760 acres, a plot of ground not only welladapted 
for park purposes and landscape adornment, but in size somewhat com- 
mensurate with the inevitable requirements of so vast a population as is 
doubtless destined, a t  no very distant day, t o  crowd that great commer- 
cial emporium ; a site, too, which is not only asked for by many thousand 
petitioners, but from the following preamble and resolutions, passed by 
the two Boards of Aldermen and Assistants, and approved by the Mayor 
of the city of New York, on the 11th inst., appears to have the unani- 
mous voice of the city government i t  its favor. 

Whereas, By a resolution of the Common Council, adopted in January, 1852, 
the state legislature were requested to take no further action in relation to the 
opening of the proposed Jones' Wood Park, by which request the subject has 
been allowed to rest until the present session of the legislature. I t  now appears, 
however, that certain interested parties are attempting to renew the subject, with- 
out, and independent of, any action of the Common Council, in favor of the same; 
and whereas, as far as ascertained, the proposed Central Park has met the general 
approbation of our citizens, and the project being more feasible than that of Jones' 
Wood Park, on the ground that, if carried into effect, i t  will embrace within its 
limits the present and contemplated reservoirs, and also be central to the island, 
where, if a park is wanted a t  all, would be a proper location for one, therefore, 

Resolved, Tha t  application be made to the legislature, a t  its present sesaion, 
for a law authorizing the opening of a park, the boundaries of which shall be 
southerly by Sixty-third street, northerly by One hundredth street, easterly by the 
Fifth avenue, and westerly by the Eighth avenue; and further, 

Resolvecl, Tha t  the Clerk of the Common Council be, and is hereby directed tn 
forward copies of the foregoing preamble and resolutions to the members of the 
legislature a t  Albany. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, June 9,1853. 

Adopted by the Board of Assistants, June 10,1858. 

Approved by the Mayor, June, 11,1853. 

D. T. VALENTINE, 
Clerk C .  C., City of New Ymk. 
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But for the cordial support of his Honor the Mayor, in whom the citi- 
zens of New York have the fullest confidence, and who is connected 
with, and advocating all, the great reform measures contemplated in the 
administration of the government of that city, this recommendation of 
the Common Council should, as has been suggested by the majority of 
the Committee, be received with many grains of ailowance. But, com- 
ing up to the legislature, sanctioned as i t  is by that approval, the under- 
signed thinks i t  entitled to much weight and consideration. 

To the undersigned, i t  appears to be no more than justice requires t o  
say, in answer to the implied charge of the majority of the Committee, 
that a part of the signatures of the remonstrants against the passage of 
the " Jones' Wood " Park bill, were not genuine, or that they were im- 
properly obtained, that i t  is possible that some of those signatures were en- 
tered a t  the request of bona fide citizens, who could not, or did not, for 
some good reason, redly write their own names. It is quite impossible 
for the undersigned to determine how this is; and he thinks i t  may be no 
less difficult, perhaps, for the majority, who seem to doubt these, to as- 
certain with any great degree of certainty, whether every signature ob- 
tained on the petition for the " Jones' Wood " Park bill, be really genu- 
ine or not;  nor does the undersigned deem i t  a very imporlant inquiry; 
he will content himself with merely stating to the Senate that there were 
a very large number of petitions before the Committee, asking for the 
passage of the Jones' Wood " Park, but, in his opinion, a much larger re- 
monstrating against it. H e  has, however, not taken the trouble to count 
the names on either side ; nor does he deem that a t  all important in com- 
ing to a full understanding as to the wants of the citizens of New York, 
or with respect to the comparative merits of the two competing sites for 
conversion into a pnblic park ; for both have merits, and much may he 
said on both sides of the question without doing any injustice to either. 
The evidence which has been given before the Committee, as to the com- 
parative eligibility of the two sites of ground for the contemplated park, 
may be considered under two heads. 

First, as respects their situation in reference to the question of public 
convenience, and the influence of the position as regards the ventilation, 
and the consequent healthful operation of grounds so appropriated, upon 
the atmosphere of the city ; and 
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Secondly, the character of the two sites, simply as regards their respect- 
ive fitness for their conversion into park-like and ornamental public 
grounds. 

On the one hand, evidence has been presented to the Committee to 
show that there is upon the ground called Jones' Wood," a dense mass 
of forest trees of large size, which, it  has been alleged, are of a valuable 
character for ornament in a park, and well adapted to afford the requisite 
shade and seclusion, and this feature appears to be the only one of any 
weight which has been suggested to the Committee, as showing the fit- 
ness of that site when put in competition with the site of the Central 
Park ; for, so far as the weight of testimony produced goes, it appears 
to admit of no doubt that, in other respects, the advantages possessed 
by the central site are infinitely greater than those which are claimed in 
favor of "Jones' Wood," which is situated on one side of Manhattan 
Island, and on that side, moreover, on which the largest amount of land 
tisaEc is located. 

On the other hand, evidence has been produced before the Committee, 
in reference to the central site, from which it appears that the contem- 
plated ground is bounded, as has been already stated, by the Fifth and 
Eighth avenues on the east and west, and by Sixtieth and Qne hundred 
and sixth streets on the north and south, as is irdicated on the map ac- 
companying this report. 

The space of ground is now open, having upon i t  the Croton Water 
Reservoirs and Arsenal, and being within the two lines of traffic on either 
side, by which the city is approached from the north, and which conse- 
quently, do not interfere with it. 

The position of this ground has been adverted to  in most of the evi- 
dence given before the Committee, as affording a more advantageous po- 
sition for the ventilation of the city, and, when planted with more trees, 
as likely to contribute to those atmospheric changes which are known to 
be materially influenced by the vital action of vegetation, and which 
circumstance, when some years hence, the surrounding ground is covered 
by the extension of the city, will be of much greater consequence than it  
is a t  the present time ; for i t  should be remembered that a t  present the 
locality of both the sites in question, as well as a large extent of ground 



Doc, No. 5.) 170 

in the vicinity, is now so completely open and uncovered that there exists 
no apparent necess~ty to increase the ventilation, and therefore, on this 
branch of the subject, we must consider ourselves as legislating rather for 
the wants of the future than of the present. 

I n  reference to  the second point to which the evidence has been di- 
rected-namely, the eligibility of the two sites-the position of " Jones' 
Wood " has been stated to possess a water boundary by the river, and a 
growth of forest trees, which, by thinning, could be immediately con- 
verted into park plantations, an advantage, which further appeared by 
the evidence before the Committee, the central site does not possess to 
the same extent ; and the undersigned was a t  once forcibly struck with 
the circumstance; but, subsequently, testimony was produced to  show, 
upon principles which appeared to his mind correct and conclusive, that 
to convert "Jones' Wood " into park scenery by such a demolition of 
the forest trees as would be necessary in order to obtain the breadth of 
green sward, and the broad expanse of glade and lawn, which would be 
no less essential for the park-like character, than i t  would be for the con- 
venient accommodation of the crowds of citizens for whose use we are 
asked to  provide it, would undoubtedly endanger the future safety of a 
large part of the trees which would be left standing ; inasmuch as i t  
seems that when trees have grown to  age in dose proximity, the condi- 
tion of their bark and roots is  different from that which is the natural 
state of the same species when grown in open space ; and that if the full 
influence of sun and air is admitted suddenly to them by the destruction 
of surrounding trees, frequently the extremes of atmospheric changes to 
which they thereby become subjected, is too great, and that gradual de- 
cay and death result to them. 

I n  further proof of this, the undersigned begs to lay before the Selaate 
the following extract from the excellent work called " The Planter's 
Guide ; or Practical Essay on the best method of giving immediate effect 
t o  wood by the removal of large trees and underwood, by Sir Henry 
Stewart, Bart., LL.D., F.R.S.E., etc.," 8vo. pp. 146,147. 

" Perhaps there is no planter who, in the beginning, has not Bllen into 
this mistake, before he had sufficient time to  attend to the effects of hea,t 
and cold on the growth of wood. Allured by the fine forms of trees, by 
the tallness of their stems, the beauty of their bark, and their general 
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appearance of health and strength, we naturally form the wish to trans- 
fer them to the lawn or open park ; but we should reflect, that how much 
soever they may please the eye, there are no properties so unfit as these, 
for this Ckgree of exposure, as they are generated solely by warmth and 
shelter. A s  well might we bring forth the native of the burning 
plains of Asia or Africa, and in the light attire of those tropical cli- 
mates, expect him to endure a British winter. Either the facts respect- 
ing exposed and sheltered wood, as above stated, are incorrect and un- 
founded, or nature must be supposed to act in contradiction to herself, 
if she sanctioned such incongruities. Yet, ninety-nine times in a hundred 
the success of an art  which, if rightly understood, would be interesting 
to many, is fairly marred by this erroneous practice. Nor are these the 
errors of youth or inexperience. Two of our best informed writers, 
Baucher and Marshall, regard the art  as mainly applicable to the thinning 
of nurseries or plantations, and recommended i t  accordingly for that pur- 
pose. 

" Trees, being transferred to a climate colder by several degrees than that 
in which they were trained, and with the peculiar conditions and proper- 
ties adapted to the latter, internally decline. * * a 

The leaves, from the deprivation of shelter, cannot freely elaborate the 
sap ; and the proper juice, on the other hand, is chilled in its descgnt, 
from the want of leaves, and branches, and bark sufficient to protect the 
sap vessels. Meanwhile, the trees are vexed by the winds from every 
quarter; they want side boughs to nourish and balance them properly. 
Gradually they become stunted and hide-bound ; the few branches they 
have decay and drop off, and a t  last they are rooted out." 

In further ,illustration of the correctness of this position, the under- 
signed begs leave to add the following, from a very sensible and well- 
written article on the "Treatment of Woods," published in the "Horti- 
culturist and Journal of Rural A r t  and Rural Taste," for February, 1853, 
by William H. Scott, of Adrian, Michigan. Mr. Scott says :- 

'' The experiments of Iiundreds, in attempts to develop the sylvan beau- 
ties of wild wood, have failed from sudden and indiscriminate thinning. 
I have seen the fruits of i t  on my own ground. A narrow belt of forest, 
composed of oak, linden, hickory, and elm, was left a few years ago, on 
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the front of a sloping field. Noble old oaks some of them were, while 
standing in the thick forest. I hoped that exposure to  the light would 
force them to  throw out branches from their naked bodies, and that some 
of these days a pretty grove would be the result, as many more sound 
trees, of a younger growth, were left as body-guards to shield their stems. 
These younger have done their duty well, but the old ones struggled on 
from year to  year, and refused to be comforted by the youthful family 
around them. Some of them have thrown out a few weakly branches, 
but as many more look ag if beginning to decay. I shall, after all, look to 
the second growth for my permanent and most beautiful shades." 

I beg leave to introduce the following letter, handed to me from an  ex- 
perienced gardener, who came to this city for the purpose of being heard 
upon this subject, but was obliged to leave town before the Committee 
could conveniently take his testimony. 

NEWAEK, N. J., June 13, 1853. 
W. A. SCHERMERHORN, E8q.: 

Dear Sir:-In reply to yours of the 11th instant, I answer, that I have been 
largely engaged in the sultivation of fruit end ferest trees for the last fifteen 
years. 

I am acquainted with the grounds commonly called Jones' Woods. A part of 
those grounds, on the borders where the trees stand separately, and all well formed 
and with plenty of side branches, might soon and easily be converted into a fine 
park. But the largest portion of it, which is densely covered with wood, wou 
in my opinion, require a long time, and be attended with many difficulties in giv- 
ing it the necessary features of a park. The roots of trees which stand in a thick 
wood, run along near the surface of the ground for the most part. In thinning 
out such trees, those left are liable to blown over when deprived of the support of 
those which stand around them, and frequently decay from the exposure of their 
trunks to the light. Even if they do live, they never make fine park trees, having 
long, naked stems, without branches, affording but litte shade. I think that a 
young plaatation of trees, embracing all the hardy varieties, would, in a few years 
be much more beautiful and attractive than thicr. In confirmation of this I might 
mention many examples which have come under my own observation. 

The late Wm. Gibbons, Esq., of New Jersey, built a house in a, native wood, 
very similar to the Jones' Wood, some twenty years since. He designed thinning 
out the the superfluous trees, leaving only the best single specimens or groups. 
But he found, in removing those which he did not want, he lost many whioh he 
wished to preserve. On a large portion of his ground he discontinued the thinning 
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process entirely. It was impossible to make a flue lawn, or make other varieties 
of trees grow well under the shade of the native trees. 

Some eleven years sinco Mr. F. S. Lathrop commenced improving and planting 
a piece of ground adjoining that of Mr. Gibbons, with a fine assortment of de- 
eiduous and evergreen trees. I t  is the remark of every one who passes the two 
placer, that the premises and trees of Mr. Lathrop are already by far the most 
beautiful. Many of his trees are now over forty feet high, and of 6ne form. 

The Hon. Mahlon Dickerson, of New Jersey, built his house, some thirty years 
hence, on grounds, a part of which was covered with a thick grove of native trees, 
and the remainder entirely bare of trees. The naked part he planted with a fine 
and extensive variety of trees, and this part is now incomparably more beautiful 

' 

than the native growth, as great a difference as there is between a refined and 
polished gentleman and a wild savage. A great many examples of this kind may 
be found in every part of our country. 

f think you will find my views confirmed by referring to Downing's Horticultur- 
ist, pages 345,346,347,348, and 427; also, the February number of the Horticul- 
turist for the present year, page 70; also, Sir Henry Stuart's Planters' Guide, 
pages 146 and 147. You will also find much on this subject in the late num- 
bers of Hovey's Magazine, published at  Boston, Massachusetts, and a vast deal 
in the voluminous works of London, particularly his magazine, vol. 10, page 482. 
1 am familiar with the ground which i t  is proposed to convert into what is called 
the "Central Park." In my judgment, i t  is more suitable for a public park than 
Jones' Wood, from its more central position, larger size, and diversified surface. 
Every variety of hardy tree and shrub might be grown successfully upon this 
ground, as some portions are quite elevated and dry, while others are low and 
moist, thus affording to each variety of tree a place and soil most suitable for its 
vigorous growth. The most interesting and extensive arboretum in the country 
should be made there. The formation of the ground is such, that with judicious 
planting and laying out, the whole might be made most beautiful and picturesque. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
SAMUEL J. GUSTIN 

I t  would be easy to multiply testimony in confirmation of the fact 
that trees grown to mature age and size in dense proximity, when sud- 
denly exposed to the action of light, air, sun, and winds, uncovered and 
unsustained by the natural support, by thinning the surrounding forests, 
lose their accustomed vigor, and fullness of foliage, and gradually decay 
and die. 

Upon this subject, however, the evidence before the Committee was 
aomewhat conflicting, and considerable difference of opinion appeared to 
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prevail as to the extent to which this evil was to be apprehended. But 
the effect produced upon the mind of the undersigned has been, decidedly: 
that the thinning in question would be attended with much risk to the 
efficacy of the undertaking; for he observed that those witnesses who 
expressed an opinion in favor of the thinning process, were careful to  
guard their testimony, by confining it  to the practicability of the cutting 
of paths and roads through the wood, without adverting to the more ex- 
tensive, but equally requisite operation, of throwing open wide reaches of 
park. 

The evidence given upon the eligibility of the central site, went to 
show that some parts of the ground were rough and undrained, but admit 
of ready drainage ; and that considerable other parts are well adapted to 
conversion into park scenery a t  once, and could be devoted to the public 
use without much delay. And further, that the undulating, irregular 
surface, and the command of water on the spot for the formation of foun- 
tains and other artificial ornamental purposes, afford great facilities there, 
whic11"Jones' Wood' has not; and that in skillful hands, the grounds admit 
numerous adaptations for ornamental or scientific purposes, (as the erec- 
tion of observatories, or museums, or the formation of a botanic garden, 
and various other objects,) for which "Jones' Wood" would be too small, 
and, by reason of its proximity to the river, ill adapted. 

Upon a full consideration of the evidence which has been presented to 
the Committee, and from a partial acquaintance with both plots of 
ground, from personal observation, the undersigned has formed the 
opinion, that the site of the Central Park is unquestionably that which 
presents by far the greatest advantages for the public use and conve- 
nience. And as the undersigned has had the misfortune to disagree in 
his opinion from that arrived at  by the Senators (RTessrs. Beekman and 
Bartlett,) with whom he bas been associated on the Committee, he thinks 
it  right to state briefly some reasons which have influenced his judgment 
in reference to the subject. The park is asked of the legislature, on the 
ground of its necessity for the health of the city, and for the convenience 
and enjoyment of the citizens. 

In the first place, we must include both provision for ventilation of 
that which we expect will become a densely populated neighborhood, 
and the convenience of its position for ready access by the greatest num- 
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ber of the inhabitants for the purposes of air and exercise. ID both 
these respects, i t  appears t o  the undersigned, that  the central location, 
simply from its position being approachable on either side by the Fifth 
and Eighth avenues, affords advantages which no change of circum- 
stances can ever impart t o  "Jones' Wood." While its situation can 
never interfere with the rapidly augmenting traffic of the city, which has 
already been adverted to, and is, in the opinion of the undersigned, a cir- 
cumstance of no little weight and importance in favor of that  locality. 

It has appeared to  the undersigned that in comparing the eligibility of 
the two sites, the relative size of them should alone determine the ques- 
tion. To  provide a park for a city now numbering 600,000 or 700,000 
inhabitants, and which is rapidly increasing, and likely to  increase for 
generations to  come, of a hundred and sixty acres only, is t o  disregard 
entirely, the wants even of our own times. But  when it is remembered 
that  we are now asked to provide for a population, which no thinking 
man can suppose will be bounded, otherwise, in a few years, than by the 
utmost limits of the island itself, it very clearly appears to  the under- 
signed, that the large site of 760 acres is far less than European expe- 
rience shows to all who are conversant with the subject, is the relative 
and reasonable requirement of so vast a comm~~nity. 

The late lamented A. J. Downing, the greatest and most accomplished 
landscape gardener we have ever had in this country, writing in the 
"Horticulturist" for August, 1851, (p. 346,) of the project of a public 
park in the city of New York, says :- 

" Five Wundred acres is the smallest area that  should be reserved for 
the future wants of such a city; now, while i t  may be obtained, five hun- 
dred acres may be selected between Thirty-ninth street and the Harlem 
river, including a varied surface of land, a good deal of which is yet 
waste area, so that  the whole may be purchased for something like a mil- 
lion of dollars. I n  that area there would be space enough t o  have broad 
reaches of park and pleasure grounds, with a real feeling of the breadth 
and beauty of green fields, the perfumes and freshness of nature. In its 
midst would be located the great distributing reservoirs of the Croton 
aqueduct, formed into lovely lakes of limpid water, covering many acres, 
and heightening the charm of the sylvan accessories, by the finest natu- 
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ral contrast. In  such a park, the citizens who would take excursions in 
carriages, or on horseback, could have the substantial delights of country 
roads and country scenery, and forget for a time the rattle of the pave- 
ments and the glare of brick walls. Pedestrians would find quiet and 
secluded walks when they wished to be solitary, and broad alleys filled 
with thousands of happy faces, when they would be gay. The thought- 
ful denizen of the town would go out there in the morning to hold con- 
verse with the whispering trees, and the wearied tradesmen in the even- 
ing, to enjoy an hour of happiness, by mingling in the open space with 
all the world. 

" The many beauties and utilities which would gradually grow out of a 

great park like this, in a great city like New York, suggest themselves 
immediately and forcibly. Where would be found so fitting a position 
for noble works of art, the statues, monuments, and buildings commemo- 
rative a t  once of the great men of the nation ; of the 'history of the age 
and country, and the genius of our highest artists? I n  the broad area 
of such a verdant zone wonld gradually grow up, as the wealth of the 
city increases, winter gardens of glass, like the great Crystal Palace, 
where the whole people could luxuriate in groves of the palms and spice 
trees of the tropics, a t  the same moment that sleighing parties glided 
swiftly and noiselessly over the snow-covered surface of the countrylike 
avenues of the wintry park without. Zoological gardens, like those in 
London and Paris, would gradually be formed, by private subscription or 
public fund, where thousands of old and young would find daily pleasure 
in studying natural history, illustrated by all the wildest and strangest 
animals of the globe, almost as much a t  home in their paddocks and 
jungles, as if in their native forests; and horticulturists and industrial 
societies would hold their annual shows there, and great expositions of 
the arts would take place in spacious buildings within the park, far more 
fittingly than in the noise and din ofthe crowded streets of the city." 

Even the central site of seven hundred and sixty acres, in contrast 
with the park conveniences connected with the great cities of Europe, 
appears to be entirely inadequate to the growing requirements of New 
York, which has already attained a population equaling a fourth of that 
of London ; .tnd that city has between seven and eight thousand acres 
of park plantations within its own precincts, or in the immediate vicinity 
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of the town, which are always accessible, and open a t  all times to  the 
enjoyment of the population. Many of the private parlts of the nobility 
of England have from one to two thousand acres, within a single incio- 
sure, with broad roads and well dressed paths reaching in all the direc- 
tions, dotted with great spreading trees, all planted and maturely grown. 
Even Dublin has her great green park of two or three thousand acres ; while 
Paris literally reposes in landscape, park and public garden scenery of 
indescribable beauty, extent, and richness. 

The great garden of the Tuileries, dressed out with statuary, fountains, 
and groves, and broad alleys and ample walks, fragrant and beautified 
with bright flowers, is the daily delight and admiration of all Paris;  
while a t  a little distance from it, as you pass through the great fountain- 
embellished square, or place Louis XIV., you enter the woody Elysian 
fields, stretching quite out to the great triumphal arch of Napoleon ; and 
still beyond this you may drive for many miles through the immense Bois 
de Boulogne-a vast and well preserved plantation of full grown trees, 
intersected with broad, smooth carriage roads and graveled walks. Nor 
is this scarcely a beginning, for a short drive farther on the outskirts of 
Paris, you may luxuriate every day in the year in the freedom of three 
thousand acres of imperial grove and flower gardens a t  Versailles, lively 
and beautified with gushing fountains, and loaded with the rich spoils of 
art, and surrounded with astonishing architectural grandeur and mag- 
nificence ! 

Nor is this all ; you have yet to wander through the great royal hunt- 
ing park and pleasure grounds a t  Fontainbleau ; and then you may re- 
turn and sit down in admiration beneath the leafy groves of St. Cloud, 

' 

and regale yourself with the fragrance of those flower-clad and beauteous 
grounds, full of joyous faces and bounding hearts ; nor need you stop 
here, for you have yet other ample fields of pleasure grounds for explora- 
tion, where the swelling tide of populous Paris flows out daily to breathe 
the pure air of heaven-a reason, perhaps, why the people of that gay 
city are the merriest and most joyous of any in the world. 

Xor is the lovely metropolis of Austria, the gay and beautiful city of 
Vienna, less rich in landscape adornment, or less amply provided with 
park plantations and public garden conveniences and embellishment, than 

12 
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light, volatile, pleasure-consecrated Paris. There, for miles, you may 
drive or walk around her lofty and well preserved ramparts, beneath the 
rich foliage of well trained groves, studding the green glacis, spreading 
out its ample borders, and encircling, as with a zone of beauty, the love- 
liest city in Europe ; while, beyond this green breathing belt of refresh- 
ing fields, glowing with myriads of happy beings, charmed with delight- 
ful music, which is always there, you have another and a more modern 
town of surrounding suburbs, larger than the city itself, and encircling 
entirely both the green glacis and the ancient town ; and you have only 
to pass beyond these suburbs, and you are in the great world-famed Pra-  
ter of Vienna, spreading out in broad amplitude over an area larger than 
the entire city limits of New York, laved by the surging current of the 
Danube, beautified with leafy trees and blooming flowers, with great 
broad carriage  drive^, and long reaches of well dressed green sward, in- 
tersected with enchanting walks, filled with bounding deer, and happy 
people, driving, chatting, walking, sipping their coffee, smoking their 
anique pipes, perhaps dancing; while music r i n g  and keeps time to the 
joyous, laughing crowds that there daily congregate and drink in the 
healthful and animating influences of that delightful spot. Nor is this 
all, for a short drive mill bring you to the pleasure grounds of Schoenbrunn 
palace, ample and beautiful as lavish wealth and art can achieve ; and 
near to these you may enter the zoological gardens of Schoenbrunn, 
with their rare plants and spicy groves ; with their wild animals and 
pretty birds. And, moreover, you have the Volksgarten, teeming with 
beauty, and ringing with sweet music; and yet other large pleasure 
grounds, where, on fete days, the moving population of the town, spread 
o11t like an unnumbered host, and mingle in the joyous surrounding 
8cene. 

And what is true in respect to park scenery in Paris and Vienna, is 
also true with regard to Florence, Rome, Milan, Dresden, Leipsic, Frank- 
fort, Amsterdam, the Hague, indeed, of nearly every large city in Europe ; 
they are all amply provided with great green sward ventilators, and 
breathing plots of beautified pleasure fields. But these, i t  must be re- 
membered, are all in Europe, where they have a police force sufficiently 
strong t o  keep these great and desirable accessories to city life and com- 
fort in good order-to guard them from annoying vagrants and dissipated 
horse-jockies, gamblers, pick-pockets, ruffians, and blackguarding ma- 
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rauders-consequently, they are daily frequented' by all classes of com- 
munity-by the prince and the peasant-by the monarch and his subject 
-by people of all nations, kindreds and tongues-high and low, rich 
and poor-and none are there insulted, crowded, jostled, or annoyed ; 
there is room enough, pleasure enough, and fresh, green shade, and life- 
prolonging pure air enough, and mirth and music enough, and more than 
enough, for all; and all who congregate there seemed to have learned, by 
the general respect that each pays to the rights of others, to respect 
themselves. But how would it  be in ~ e w  York, were you suddenly to 
open to its thronging masses a large public park, with its present system 
of police ? Would it be a safe resort for unprotected ladies-for children 
and young persons-for the sick and infirm, and the aged citizens of New 
York? Could they sit down with their little family groups beneath the 
cooling shade, withont danger of being insulted, run over, knocked down, 
perhaps robbed, and may be murdered? 1 think not. Experience has 
already tested this sadly a t  Hoboken, on Staten Island, and a t  many 
other places of general resort in the open grounds in the city and vicinity. 
Even here, in this comparatively quiet town, outrages of this kind occur, ' 
as for example the following, cut from a daily paper, will show :- 

D A R I N ~  ~ U T R A Q E . - O ~  Saturday evening, about 8 o'clook, as Mr. S ta rk~ ,  son* 
of Nathan Starks, Esq., of this city, was walking up Broadway, in company with 
a young lady, and when a short distance above Hall's ice house, he was set upon 
by sc gang of rowdies, knocked down, and beaten in a most shameful manner, and. 
a t  the same time an attempt was made to drag the lady away. Mr. Starks de- 
fended himself as well as i t  was possible for any one man to do, thus brutally as- 
saulted by five rnffians at  once. The screams of the lady attracted a number of 
citizens, and her assailants fled. The affair oocurred just above the line that di- 
vides the city from Watervliet, and no policemen were near to arrest the aasanlt 
or the offenders. 

But, inasmuch as we are asked to provide this park accommodation, 
rather for those who will come after us, than for the present generation 
-for a population that, in a quarter of a century, will exceed a million 
and a half-when a more stringent and effective police system must, of 
necessity, be introduced ; when the government of the city must be suffi- 
ciently felt to be respected by the people ; when no ruffian resistance to 
the execution of wholesome laws will, for an instant, be tolerated ; when 
rowdyisms and rebellion will be fearlessly put down ; when order will be 
preserved, and marauders punished; when drunken political vagrants 
will not dare to assail with midnight bludgeons, unoffending citizens who, 
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may be peaceably assembled for the transaction of hpor t an t  business; 
when, for detestable deeds, degraded, drunken ruffians will cease to be re- 
warded by high oofcial functionarfes of the general government; when 
the voice of the people, fairly expressed, must be the guiding power of 
political action, or democracy mnst bow beneath the tyrannieal tread of 
dishonor and anarchy ; when no banded club of anprincipled, debased, 
cowardly loafers, recrewt to all the high moral obligations dne to citi- 
zens protected by our laws, niay not put those laws at defiance, and a t  
noon-day, bask in the sunshine of political favor; when the good mae 
and his goods may be safe, and the bad promptly punished and put out. 
of the pale of society, as objects of detestation and pity, instead of re- 
ward ; in short, when snficient order and regolarity shall be introduced 
and sustained to secure the just rights and personal safety of all the vast 
population of the city ; the ucdersigned is decidedly of the opinion tha t  
a park site should be speedily selected, and that now is, perhaps, a more 
favorable period for its selection than will be likely again soon to  occur. 

]In making such selection, the undersigned has no hesitation in declar- 
ing his preference, in all respects in favor of the central and larger site, 
and that, moreover, the balance of testimony before the Committee was 
decidedIy in favor of that location. The present open character of the 
upper part of the city, affords time for the formation and future growth 
of plantations now to be made, and the great doubt, to say the least of 
it, that  appears to exist, about the practicability of so thinning and cutting 
.'Jones' Wood," as to render the trees left, permanently usefnl, as well as 
the still more important fact of the plot of ground being entirely too 
small for the purposes of a public park, and its loeation unfavorable, i t  i s  
clearly evident to the undersigned that the central site should be adopted, 
and the weight of evidence before the Committee heavily preponderates 
in favor of the same conclusion. It is in the central part of the island, and 
holds out a fair prospect of its conversion, within such a time as the real 
interests of the community require it, into a park which, in itself, will 
bear some proportion to the requirements of the city, which will form 
one of its greatest ornaments, and which will be creditable to  the legis- 
lature under whose action i t  has originated. 

The undersigned knows not how more appropriately to conclude this 
hasty and imperfect report, than by adding the following extract from an 
able md very elaborate report of the Special Committee on Parks, ap- 
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pointed by the Board of Aldermen, as appears by the following preamble 
and resolution, adopted August 5, 1851 :- 

IVhereas, The legtslature, a t  its reeent extra session, passadan a&, authorizing 
$he Mayor, Aldermen and Gommonalty of this city to  pwrchase, or take, through 
aornmissioners to be appointed for that purpose, the ground lying between the 
Third avenue and East river, and Sixty-sixth and Seventy-fifth streets; and also 
$hat lying between Avenue A and the East river, and Sixty-fourth and Sixty-sixth 
streets, to remain, and be used hereafter as a p h l i c  park. 

And whereas, Public opinion seems to demand that the city government, in car- 
rying into effect the objeeh contemplated by the act referred to, should adopt the 
most liberal and enlightened measures, in order to  make the propasea pleasure 
grounds in its locality, conveniently accessible to all-in its dimension, equal te  
the present and prospectke wants of a great and rapidly-increasing city-and, in 
i ts  future establishment, corresponding to the wealth and greatness of the com- 
mercial metropolis; therefore, 

Resolved, That  i t  be referred to a special committee of this Board to  examine 
and report upon the advantages and disadvantages of the ground designated in the 
act  of the legislature; and, also, whether there be not a better locality for suck 
park, with cemparison of dze, capacity for rural embellishment, general topo- 
graphical features, and probable cost of each; and, also, whether i t  be nob advisa- 
ble to inelude within tlae limits of such purchase, ground for the new reservoir; 
and! generally, all such facts and inferences as may ensble the Common Council 

' 

to  proeeed understandingly in a matter involving so large an expenditure of the 
public money, and so important in its influence ugon the present and future growth 
and prosperity of the city. 

Roard of Aldermen, August, 5, lR51. 

Adopted, m d  Aldermen Dodge, Dooley, and Britton, appointed such committee 

(Signed,) J. W. WILSON, Deputy Clerk. 

Speaking of the Central Park site, the Committee say: 

There is no section of our idand, of equal sine, so well adapted by nature, or scs 
susceptible of improve%ent and adornment for the porposes of a large park. a s  the 
ane  now under consideration, and none so diversified in surface, abounding so much 
in  billand dale, and intersected by so many natural streams. The  elevations in 
some parts rising to one hundred and forty feet above tide water, and the valleys, 
in some parts, being forty feet below the grade of surrounding streets. The val- 
Beys contain rnnniuk streams and numerous springs, and a t  a small cost can be 
converted, where desirable, into artificial lakes, and supplied with water to any ex- 
dsnt from the ntwer-failing source of tlae Croton aqueduct, which will also supply 
foantains in any part of the grounds with a profusion of water, which will render 
fountains a distinguishing feature, and one in which this park will have rt supe- 
riority over all other parks, owing to the unequaled supply of water from the great- 
est aqueduct *of ancient or modern times. The greet,  and a t  many points of ab- 
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rupt difference of level of the  surface, and the  projecbing points of rocR, render 
these grounds peculiarly adapted to the construetion of the most beautiful and  
varied roads; now winding around the base of a projecting, rocky hill, now tra- 
versing the bottom of a valley, now climbing a gentle hill, again descending to t h e  
Pow Itmds, passing along the margin of a beautiful, quiet lake; leaving this, and 
ascending above Eighty-sixth street, the road will pass along what will be one of 
the greatest of modern works of art-the proposed new reservoir, a pictoresqne, 
irregularly-shaped, artificial lake, containing nearly one hundred acres of water in 
ene placid sheet-continuing to rise, gradually winding arownd elevations, through 
gentle valleys, the serpentine road will reach the top of Harlem heights, s t  about 
One hundred and fifth street, baving attained the higbest land on the island south 
of Fort Washington, and from which a magnificent view is presented to the be- 
holder in every direction. Prom this point may be seen all the present oity living 
to the south, and the bay beyond it, the intervening districts'rapidly improving to 
the southern margin of the park, and, when i t  is finished, the park itself, extend- 
ing from the southern border two miles, to the feet of the beholder, intersected by 
beautiful artificial lakes of various sires; by small streams, erossed by numerous 
marble or rustic bridgee; by beautiful groves of trees of every variety, indigenow 
and exotic; by serpentine roads winding through velvet lawns aecorated with spark- 
ling fountains, and the whole surrounded by architectural works of every order 
and variety. Looking to  the west will be seen the noble Hudson, extending from 
the bay (which can be seen a s  far as the Narrows) up to the Palisades in the a s -  
tance, and the mountains in the interior of the state of New Jersey, in tho extreme 
west. Looking in a northerly direction can be seen, across the Harlem river, t he  
High Bridge, a magnificent structure, which brings the Croton water to this 
island, and the other bridges, which connect New York with the county of West- 
chcster, which presents to our view its fertile farms, beautiful gardens, and taste- 
Eul villas, and thriving villages. 

The eastern view embraces a oonsiderable portion of the State of Connecticut, 
and of the Sound, separating i t  from Long Island, also the East river, studded with ' 
islands, running from Hellgate to Governor's Island, and separating this oity from 
the shore of Long laland, whiah shows us Flushing, Astoria, Rsvenswood, Green- 
port, Bushwick, Williamsbnrg, Brooklyn, &c. Having completed the view, of 
which only some of the most striking points are here noted, we return to the road, 
which takes u s  t o  the lower end of the park by a different, but  not less varied 
route, having traveled a distance of not less than twenty-five miles. 

I n  estimating the comparative cost of the central site and Jones' 
Wood, I present the following :- 

The ditlkrence in the cost and exten$ of the ground for the two parks 

For Ccntral Park.. ................................ .$1,407,325 for 7593 acres. 
For Jones' Park. ..................................... 700,565 " 153h " 

Difference, $706,750 fw 606% acres more for Central Park, which in- 
.dudes the present reser~oir  and the arsenal, and St. Vincent's grounds, 
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which need not be purchased, containing 57 acres, and also about 135 
acres, now belonging to the city, which is, in fact, 414% acres more than 
Jones' Park, for $706,750, which is about the cost of Jones' Park. 

Tt is, therefore, to be borne in mind, that in purchasing Jones' Park, 
we pay for all the land included within the limits of the park ; whereas, 
in the acquisition of Central Park, we inclose an area of 759% acres for 
park purposes, and have only to pay for 566% acres, including grond 
for the new reservoir, which the city will purchase in any event. This 
happens because 57 acres, to be inclosed, belong to \he State Arsenal, 
and to Mount St. Vincent Academy, and to the present receiving reser- 
voir, whichwill be allowed to remain, and will be improved in ornamental 
connection with the park, and because the city already owns 135 acres, 
scattered in various parts within the proposed inclosure ; 27 acres of 
which is on the ground to be covered by the new reservoir. 

Setting aside the greater economy of the purchase of Central ,Park, 
the numerous considerations of greater convenience of locality, general 
accessibility, bctter capacity for embellishment, superior topographical 
availability, and public health, as have been shown, would induce your 
Committee to recommend the purchase of this park in preference to  
Jones' Park. 

The undersigned has examined the bill introduced yesterday by the 
honorable senator from the Sixth, (Mr..Morgan,) authorizing the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New Pork, under a commis- 
sioner to be duly appointed for that purpose, to take possession of the 
lands known and described as the central site, with a view to its conver- 
sion into a public park, and he approves of the same, and recommenda 
its passage. 

JAMES E. COOLEY. 
ALBANY, June 22, 1853. 
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THE TOKES' PARK REPORT. 

REPORT OP THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE BILL RELATIVE TO A PUBLIC 

PARK IN  NEW YORK. 

The Select Committee, (the senator from the first district dissenting,) 
to whom was referred, with power to report con~plete, the bill from the 
Assembly, entitled, 'I An act relative to the purchase, possession and 
laying out certain lands for a public park in the Nineteenth ward of the 
city of New York, and the powers and duties of the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Commonalty ielative thereto," 

REPORT : 

That from the numerous petitions submitted to them by the Senate, it is 
apparent that the residents of New York city are very generally agreed 
3~ to the necessity of some large public park in the upper wards. Since 
the bill, which passed the Assembly on the 2d of April last, was referred 
to your Committee, up to the sate of this report, about ten thousand 
petitioners, over their own proper signatures, have memorialized the le- 
gislature, praying that the lands lying between Sixty-sixth street and 
Seventy-fifth street, and Third avenue and the East river, popularly known 
as Jones' Wood, be laid out as a public park. During the same time 
nearly nine thousand remonstrants have prayed that Jones' Wood be not 
taken for such purpose, because i t  is not sufficiently cen.tral. Of these 
names, however, over one thousand one hundred are in the same hand- 
writing, and'without address, and are, therefore, doubtful. Fifty-three 
of these remonstrants have, at the same time, prayed for the purchase of 
land lying between sixtieth and One hundred and sixth streets, and Fifth 
and Eighth avenues. 

Twelve other remonstrants against Jones' Wood Park, pray for the 
purchase of a central plot, from about Sixty-seventh to One hundredth 
street. 

The Corporation of New York have also presented resolutions, setting 
forth that the proposed Central Park has met the generalapprobation of 
their citizens,Yhat Jones' Wood Park has been urged by certain inte- 
rested parties, without any action of the Common Council in favor of 
the same, and that application be made to the legislature a t  its present 
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session for a law authorizing the opening of a park, the boundaries of 
which shall be southerly by Sixty-third street, northerly by Qne hun- 
dredth street, easterly by the Fifth avenue, and westerly by the Eighth 
avenue. 

It will be snEcient to call the attention of the Senate to the fact that 
the Common Council of Kew York, already infamous for its corruption 
and venality, in railroads, Russ pavements, and contracts, has been repu- 
diated by its constituency a t  a recent election, by ? vote of ten to one ; 
thirty-three thousand to  three thousand. Any recommendation from 
such a source may fairly be suspected, and your Committee do uot attach 
to  i t  the slightest importance. 

Of the nine thousand remonstrants, six hundred and seventy-three 
regard the present time as unpropitious for such a matter of mere luxury, 
and do not ask for any park. They say that Jones' Wood is more val- 
uable than land in the centre of the island ; three hundred and fifty-nine 
candidly rest their objections upon the fact that Jones' Wood is too 
remote from their property. 

* 
Another remonstrance, emphatically declaring that there is not one 

good reason for making a park a t  the place in question, signed by a sin- 
gle remonstrant, is remarkable from the fact that the signer was the 
counsel for the owners of the land when the law of 1851, laying out 
Jones' Park  was decided to  be invalid by Judge Edmonds. 

A number of petitions, headed in English and in German, "for a 
Central Park," were also refqrred to your Committee on the 15th June. 
&Zany pages of the signatures are in the same hand-writing, and without 
the residences of the pretended signers, not less than two hundred and 
fifteen names having been counted in one petition which could not have 
been genuine. 

In  another appear five hundred and twenty-nine such names. A third 
petition contains three hundred and seventy-four. Another petition, in 

English, signed by six hundred and seventy-nine residents of New York, 
prays for a Central Park  in preference to Jones' Wood. 

A remonstrance against Jones' Wood Park,  is signed by several prom- 
inent citizens of New York, who pray that a Central Park may be laid 
out; and that the expense of i t  be borne as a common charge. 
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Another memorial asks for the Central Park, provided its cost shall 
not exceed fifteen hundred thousand dollars. 

The petitioners for either park equal those for the other so nearly, that 
your Committee can only report with certainty that over eighteen thou- 
sand citizens of New Pork  pray for some large public park. 

Your Committee, thoroughly impressed with the necessity of public 
grounds to the health and well being of a metropolis, would recommend 
the establishment of both the Jones' and the Central Park, if bills for 
both were before them. Upon the first of these measures they are now 
called upon to decide, and they have not neglected to avail themselves of 
such information as was within their reach. 

They have examined witnesses as to the capability of the Jones' Wood 
Park for park purposes ; as to the value of the native forest trees, when 
opened up to  the light by paths and road ways ; as to the value of the 
land, as compared with that proposed to be taken for a Central Park  ; 
as to the advantage of a river front, and also upon the tapography of the * 
central site, and its adaptation to public uses. 

Professor Torrey, the well known state botanist and geologist, testified 
that he had beer. a student of botany from a boy ; that  he had known 
Jones' Woods all his life, and visited them often while pursuing his re- 
searches ; that the ground was two and a half or three miles from Union . 
Square ; that  the surface was varied, undulating, having a rocky shore, 
with a great depth of water. Dr. Torrey said that a large part of the 
ground is well wooded, and knew no reason why trees should suffer by 
opening paths. It has not been the case in Greenwood. H e  did not 
apprehend any danger to the trees from thinning out, and described them 
as tulip trees, oak, birch, hickory, JZc. H e  deems the water front a great 
advantage, on account of the view and air, and said that he prefers the 
east side of the island to the centre for a park, chiefly on account of the 
water, snd the noble trees. Dr. Torrey thinks a park would be of great 
advantage to the public health, and says that the high and central parts 
of the island are more sickly than the east side, and the draining of Jones' 
Wood is better than of the central lands. Dr. Torrey described the 
parks in London, which he said were frequented by all clauses-spoke of 
the deep interest he felt in this measure as a sanitary one, because Jones' 
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Wood could be at once converted into public grounds without waiting 
for planted trees to grow. 

William Curr, a gardener, of thirty five years' experience in and about 
New York, who had assisted in laying gut Greenwood, Trinity, and other 
cemeteries, Union. Washington, Madison, and Stuyvesant squares, %ti- 
fied that all the city grounds were originally quite bare. He had found no 
difficulty, however, in thinning out trees in cemeteries. Greenwood had not 
suffered ; he knew, Jones' Wood well ; described its surface as undulating, 
the trees as large a2d finer than at Greenwood. Nature, he said, has 
made it a park, and if purchased, one year would render i t  available to 
the public. A landscape gardener, he said, would prefer ground covcred 
with trees to produce effect, on account of time saved. Mr. Curr deci- 
dedly preferred Jones' Wood to the Central Park. 

Mr. Rufus Prime stated that he was well acquainted with Jones' 
Wood, having lived in that vicinity all his life. He said that land there 
was less valuable than in the middle of the island, as he knew from sales 
during the last six months-the value of lots being $500 each-he much , 
preferred Jones' Wood, which, in his judgment, combines all the requisites 
for a park ; he knew of no purchases or speculations made with reference 
to Jones' Wood, was not himself interested; thinks a park absolutely 
necessary in New York, and that Jones' Wood will give prompt enjoy- 
bent  in return for the outlay. 

Mr. Thomas Hogg, being examined, stated that he had been well ac- 
quainted with .Jones' Wood for many years, and that it can be made a 
park of a t  a cheaper rate than any other part of the island ; the trees 
are well grown, the land is good, and there is a fine water front ; he had 
practiced horticulture for fifty years in Great Britain and this country, 
was certain that drives, if laid out, would not cause the death of the 
trees; has only to refer to Greenwood, and Dr. Hosack's place at Hyde 
Park ; he thouiht it would require a very large snm to render the Cen- 
tral Park available ; there is a great deal of swamp ;-for the present gen- 
eration Jones' Wood is of most advantage. 

Mr. Benjamin Munn, a'landscape gardener, had examined both sites, 
and preferred the central one ; thinks thinning the trees in Jones' Wood 
might be dangerous, and would prefer the Central Park for the general 
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health. H e  had never visited Greenwood, nor had any experience in 
thinning out natural woods in this country, nor had he laid out any parks 
in Europe or America. 

Mr. James Hogg, i nurseryman of twenty years' experience, stated 
that he was well acquainted with Jones' Wood, and described the trees 
as oak, tulip tree, liquid amber, white birch, kc.  H e  was familiar with 
the Central Park  site also; prefer Jones' Wood, because already covered 
with trees, and available. H e  instanced Mr. William Kelly's, Dr. HO- 
sack's, and Greenwood, as places where the natural trees, thinned out, had 
thriven well. Mr. Hogg considered a park a matter of necessity, and 
quoted the city inspector's report to show that sixty-two per cent. of all 
deaths occur under ten years of age. H e  stated that if both sites were 
bare of trees, the central would cost most; that the central is admitted 
to be unhealthy ; that the cost of laying out Jones' Wood would be about 
$200 an acre, without fence. A s  to the comparative cost of the two 
sites, he stated that the assessed value of Jones' Wood for the present 
year was $539,600, or an average per block of $14,988, and that the av- 
erage five blocks from Sixtieth to Sixty-seventh streets, and Fifth to  
Eighth avenues, was 31,720. Hr.  Hogg produced a memorandum of a 
corporation sale in December, 1852, a t  which the average per block, for 
land from Seventy-second to  Seventy-eighth street, and Fifth and 
Seventh avenues ; the site of the proposed Central Park  was $67,876, 
and also stated that twenty-two lots of ground on Second and Third ave- 
nues and Seventy-third street-the most valuable part of Jones' Woods 
-sold for an average per lot of $575, or per block, $36,700. 

Full notes of the testimony taken, accompany this report, to which 
appendix your Committee would refer for more minute details. 

Mr. Samuel J. Gustin, a gardener and nurseryman of New Jersey, 
appeared before the chairman of the Select Committee, and stated that 
his experience taught him to prefer planted groves t o  natural forest for 
ornamental purposes. H e  instanced two gentlemen's seats in New J e r  
sey, one of which retained the original trees, the other had been planted 
thirty years, the latter was now the most thrifty. Mr. Gustin thinks thc 
Central Park  preferable to the other, because i t  will afford more scope 
for the gardener's art, for skillful and extensive planting and artisticeffect 
where every thing is to be created by the landscape gardener. 
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After carefully weighing the subject referred to them, your Committee 
were disposed t o  recommend t o  the Senate the bill as i t  came from the 
Assembly, without amendment, as proper to  become a law. They find 
that an act  was passed in July, 1851, which the present one is designed 
merely to revive and amend; that  the land i t  proposes to  convert to  the 
public use is eminently adapted to all the wants of health and pleasure; 
that it will cost only half as much per acre, as the central site; that its 
noble forest trees will afford immediate enjoyment to  the pent-up citizens 
of New York, an  enjoyment which they have prayed for, and are willing 
t o  pay for. The Committee, by  no means, desire to interpose a single 
objection to a larger and more central park, which ought to  be estab- 
lished a t  an early day, and which they heartily recommend as a provision 
for the future. They think, however, that the present has some claims, 
and that the panting and crowded families of the less wealthy, whose 
children fill the bills of mortality, are entitled to ask, what has posterity 
done for us ? Why should they be taxed now to plant groves, which 
seventy years hence may shelter those who come after them, when heltlth 
and pure air, wafted from the breezy river, through simple shades. arc 
within their present grasp ? 

In  the words of Mr. William Curr, @. the chief advantages of Jones' 
Woods is, that the trees are already planted, and its being available to 
the present generation a t  a small expense." 

So  earnest is the oppo~ition to this measure on the part of some of the 
owners of the land to be taken, that  your Committee would hesitate to 
urge it, from considerations of deference to those who see no such public 
necessity in a park, as would reconcile them to the loss of their land, if 
taken for a street, a railroad or reservoir ; when to this is added a weight 
of petition in favor of another locality as strong as that which prays for 
Jones' Woods, i t  seems, perhaps, wisest to  refer to  the new city govern- 
ment of New York the choice of sites. 

Your Committee, impressed with the great deficiency of New York in 
public grounds, would recommend the purchase of both ; or, perhaps, the 
securing of one, without delay, and the other a t  the option of the eity. 

From a recent work on the parks, gardens, &c., of London and its 
suburbs, by Edward Kemp, 1851, i t  appears that the well known St. 
James Park, contains but 87 acres, and the Green Park, adjoining, and 
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separated only by a street, (the Mall) is  an open area of 56 acres. Both 
together, they cover but 143 acres; less than Jones' Woods, which occu- 
pies 156 acres. 

" London," says Kemp, " like most other large and populous towns, 
has gradually spread itself so completely over the open spaces which 
formerly surrounded it, that  i t  is now, as respects the number of its 
inhabitants, by no means liberally supplied with breathing places, or the 
means of open air recreation. And this incroachment on its suburbs has 
been effected with such comparative slowness, and so silently, that i t  is 
only by the occurrence of modern epidemics, producing that attention to 
sanitary matters which forms such a prominent feature of the present 
age, that the necessity for good public parks has been duly recognized, 
and the insufficiency of those already existing, properly felt. Attention 
having, however, been awakened to the matter, the evil has already been 
in part remedied, and further provision for meeting the public wants is 
in process of being made. There are also many open commons in the 
vicinity of the metropolis which, as we shall afterward show, answer all 
the purposes of parks." 

Let us see how many acres of parlts and commons are now open to the 
Londoner. Lying within London itself, there are- 

St. James' Park . .  ......................... 87 acres. 
Green Park  ............................... 56 " 

. Hyde Park. .  ............................ .349 " 
Regent's.. ............................... 450 i6 

Grecnwich.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  '< 
Victoria.. ............................... 300 - 

Total. ........................... .I442 " 
and a t  Lan~beth. on the other side of the Thames, Battersea Parli. 200 
acres. N o  mention is made of the squares" which resemble the Wash- 
ington or Union squares of New York, and are deemed too small For 
notice. Then ten miles from London, are Richmond Hill and park, 2,253 
acres; Windsor Park, divided into Little Park, 500 acres; Great Park, 
1,800 acres-2,300 ; and within one hour's ride by railroad. Close by 
the city, and stretching, says Kemp, in a kind of chain, none of them 
being more than a mile apart, beginning with Kensington Common, a 
famous cricket ground, quite in London, are Clapham Common, Wads 
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worth Common, Tooting Common, Streatham Common, Mitcham Com- 
mon, Wimbleton Common alone containing about one thousand acres, 
Pultney Heath, Barnes' Common, Hempstead Heath-comprising among 
them all several thousands of acres. Then there are many public gar- 
dens, where, as in Kensington Gardens, beneath one immense and almost 
continuous mass of shade, the public may freely enjoy the most luxurious 
summer rambles. They are admitted to  

Kensington Gardens, which a t  present cover nearly thrce hundred 
acres. 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, seventy-five acres. 
Kew pleasure grounds, one hundred and thirty acres. 
Horticultural Society's Garden, Chiswick. 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Regent's Park,  eighteen acres. 
Chelsea Botanic Gardens. 
Temple Gardens, London. 
Hampton Court Gardens. 
Beulah Spa, Norwood, seven miles from London. 

No t  including the numerous commons, more than seven thousand 
acres of park and garden open to the London public. The commons 
offer not less than four or five thoosand aqres more to the unrestricted 
use and abuse,lif i t  be possible, of the towns-people. How does this 
ample provision of breathing places for a population of 2,300,000, com- 
pare with New York?  London gives to  every 100,000, five hundred 
acres of public pleasure ground. New York, with over 600,000 inhab 
itants, has hardly one hundred acres, reckoning the Battery, City Hall 
Park,  a11 the squares, and Mount Morris, to eke out the aggregate-sir- 
teen acres to the hundred thousand of population. 

By sad want of forethought, akin to that simplicity, which constructed 
the rear of the City Hall toward Chambers street, of brown stone, be- 
cause that side being toward the country where i t  would never be seen, 
white marble would have been wasted, the noble Harlem Commons have 
been sold, block after block, until now hardly a fraction remains. The 
rivers, i t  was supposed, were lungs enough. The ferry boats, wonld 
carry people to the Elysian fields, to the waste, unoccupied lands on the 
heights of Brooklyn, or possibly they might, for all ages, find solitude to 
ramble, unchecked by the vicinity of dwellings, over the hills of Staten 
Island. The tide of population has, however, risen over all the shores 
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around the American metropolis. Our health-seeking citizen is repelled 
by red bricks and garden palings a t  Hoboken, a t  Jersey City, a t  Quar- 
antine, a t  Stapleton, or a t  New Brighton, while Broolrlyn, (herself a 

IAivcrpool) has no ~ ~ a c a n t  land for the recreation of her own people. We 
must, therefore, give now to  Xew Yorlr a great park. Her growth, her 
wealth, her future demand it, and the present will probably be the last 
opportunity to give what she demands. 

The right of eminent domain, it has been held, is not a power to  be 
delegated. Such, however, has not been the doctrine of the state of 
New Pork.  The general railroad law, for instance, delegates this sov- 
reignty to any association who may form under its provisions, and permits 
persons not designated, to take lands not named or described. 3-or is 
the public necessity made a condition ; for, as in the case of the Mohawk 
Valley Railroad, a line may be surveyecl and recorded, and the land of 
the private owner seized upon, becausc the profits of a conlpany may 
make i t  their interest to changc their route for the convenience of a part 
of their business. 

Your Committee, therefore, feel that they are advising no new or haz- 
ardous exercise of sovereignty on the part of the state, in recommending, 
should the Senate not pass the Assembly bill establishing Jones' Wood 
us a park, the conferring upon the city corporation of New Yorlr, to  be 
elected a t  the next clection in xovember next, full po>vcJr to determine, 
by commissioners, whzt lands they shall take, and by another set of com- 
missioners, to  value and pay for the lands so chosen for a public park. 
'I'he measure sent up by the Assembly is not a new one. An  act similar 

to this hill became a law, in July, 1861, but on account of some consti- 
totional objections, Judge Edmonds declined to appoint commissioners of 
award and assessment to carry it into cffeet. Good lawyers have held 

opposite opinions, and i t  was apparently with a view to give vitality to 
au existing statute, that the Assembly haTe puzsscd the present bill. 

Willing to  leave to  those most interested, the choice between the con- 
flicting sites for public parks in the city of New Pork ,  which have been 
brought before the Icgislaturc, the Committee beg leave to  submit some 
amendments, mith which, in discharge of the duty imposed upon them by 
the Senate, they report the bill complete, and recommend its passage. 

JAMES W. BEEEMAN, 
HEKRY E. BARTLETT. 

,\LRANY, June 21,1853. 




