


v nich should be and must he Inore liberally t~~.rauged for, if it is 
p 1rposed to meet the reclui~.c~ncntu in this irnporta~lt 1):rrticnlar. 
l f l e  building at present serves ;-1 rlrobt nsefi~l purpose, and fur- 
nishes all that could possibly he ~ecwr~cl  witlrin tile linritecl expen- 
diture to which the Cornmissio~icr;; hare been restricted. 

THE P O E F  b10011E. 

I n  the rrior~tll of Mwy last tllere was elected on tlie Park, under 
ql e auspices and at t1.e expeuuc: of tlie St. Patricli's Socaicty of 
dl s city, a substantial ~r~t.moriirl to tllc poet A!!oore, cor~sisting of 
a1 ela1)oratc pedestal of gr:ulite ~ L I I ~  i~ I I L I ~ ~  of 1)~011ze by the 
~ c i ~ l p t o r  Draddy, very Ilappily repre+cnti~lg tllc sixl!jc>ct at nrid-age 
of Iris #life. 
' On t 28~11 of the same moilt11, being the ce~ltmilial anniver- 
r 01 the poet, the aleinori;.l s:is o~ivt~ileil wit11 appropriate 
d:ertnlonies, in whicli ma!ly i,ro~lli~lent c.itizeu* p:irtic+il,a~c'<2. The  
bresentation was rnude to the I-'srli Colnrnihsiollers 1,y H(in. 
Tt~c~rnas Kinsella, President of St.  %'atrick's i4ocict,v, :&lid W:LS for- 
maily accepted, on hellalf of the Park Cornnlissioi~crs, by the Hon. 
$. 8. T. Strarlahnn. An oration was alho deliverecl by 92r. C. W. 

6prool;c of Eew lrorl<, and an original poem \vas lead by Mr. 
Andrew McLeau. The Lust and pedestal ocbcupies a site upon 
one of the turfed spaces witllin tile Ij'cdestrian Conconrse, and is 
&lost eligibly and appropri:~telr located. Pt is rentlily accessible 
fo visitors on foot and ill carriages, to whom tile "wmntcrt'eit 
~>reserrtment," in enduring bronze, of tlle atxthor ol the ' *  Songs 
of Ireland" and "Lalla 12oolill " will be an added atfraction to 
this cl~arrm~ing spot. 

r 7  l l l e  principal 1necl.ianica1 work dnring the last two years has 
11een confined 1ii:~irrly to tlie relx~irs wliicli, fro111 tirne to time 
11 ,ve been f ~ > n n d ,  necessary npou the l)l~ildi::gs, I)l.ic!ges, sultlrner 
ht uses, boat laridings, seats, fences, c%c. 'i'lle record of new 
a )rk, as will be spell, is necessarily a lirrlited one and tlie ex- 
p nditnre involved caolnparatively trifling. Thc new structures 
pi rticnlarly, have beer] provided in responbe to a clearly defined 
dc mand urhiclr has grown out of the rrlorc general nse of the 
P -1.li. 

As intimately connected wit11 the general ~vork of construotion, 
a review of which during the p;~st five years is contained in the 
p~eceding pugcs, llliiy be ellurncrated several of the more import- 
ar t features conteniplated in the design of tlie Park for which no 
a& propriatious have as pet been provided, The filct exists, and it 
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is perhaps unfortunate that it is so, that in these essential features 
the Park is still incomplete. If the unity and harmony of de- 
sign to which these works are essentially contributary were 
secured by their successful completion, the ultimate question of 
the future substantial enclosure of the I'ark, while now desirable 
and which some day will be necessary, n~ay  be further postponed. 

The details of tlie work to which reference is here made may 
be enumerated as follows : 

First-The completion of the large bridge connecting the; 
central drive across the inner arm of tlie lake near the yrvsent 
temporarj bridge at  the base of Lookout Hill. 'rllis strncture 
is intended to be an imposing arid subst-dntial one bnt not neces- 
sarily elaborate or expensive in design. I t  will be reqnired to; 
span a stl;earn and wail<, which combined are seventy feet in1 
width. r 

Second-Near this bridge, upon the high plateau to the right it \ 
is conternplated to erect a liotel and refectory s1zital)le to the 1 
future needs of tlie Parlr. The sight is n corn~nanding one, and i 
overlooking the lake and Park below and extending oier  the[ 
intervening country is the ocean itself. 1 

Third-Another structure has been contemplated, to be placed 
upon the site of the temporary bell tower, now removed, w l~ ic l~  i 
formerly stood at  the top of LooGout IIill, tlle most comrnsl~lding: 
point of the Park. As an ol~eervatory, the appropriateness of 
whicl~ is conceded, the fine lookout includes within its range 
three large cities and two noble rivers on one hand, and the 
series of old towns r e ~ l e t e  with historical interest and f'ormirlp a 
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delightfill suburban ontlook over a pleasing landscape, tile New 
York Bay, Sandy Hook and the gateway to tlre,Atlantic on the 
other. These naturally suggest and justicy sgme provision of this 
character. The building itself should be an attractive one, and 
might include among i t s  ntilities a repositoyy for meteorological 
apparatus and a systematic observntiorl of tlie natural phenomena 
arranged, tbr which a bnilcling, as yroposecl, would afford the 
necessary facilities. 

Foarth-A corisiderable area of the Park, cxtending from the 
site of the proposed building just described to the angle in the 
southerly boundary of the Park formed by the junction of the 
old Coney Island road and Fifteenth street amd the contiguous 



area, npon which but little work Elas been done, will require to be 
brought under a n~ore  extensive cultivation ; the roads and walks 
extended througli them, and the surfaces adjusted to conform to 
the adjacent completed portions of tile Park. 

On the principal portion of these gro~iuds are located a series 
of buildirigs whicll came into the possession of the Cornrrlissioners 
with the lLmd upon which they stand, aud frorn the commence- 
ment of operations in 1866 to the present time have been used 
for c~Eces, shops arid stables for the construction and mairitenance 
fo'rce. No o t l~er  expenditure has heen incurred on the Park for 
the purpose for which these b~lildirlgs were used except as may 
have grown out of the current necessities of the work. These 
buildit~gs are now in a di1:~pidated and al~riost uuinllabitalule con- 
dition ilnd in the adjl~stment, of the area above referred to will 
properly disappear. Accom~mcrdation will then have to be pro- 
vided for sirni1:ir piirposes elsewllere, and a sum sliBcient to erect 
a building for the perrnarient offices,. police station, shops and 
stables will become a necessary expentllture at an early day. 

Upon the larger of onr stnall parks, in which the rebidents of 
the neigliborliood are more particularly interested, there exists 
the need of additional prorision tbr the public convenience, such as 
on several occasions t l ~ e  Commissioners have ineffect~lally en- 
deavored to secure. Amon~g the most important of' these may be 
mentioned a building containing a waiting room for women and 
children, with closets, &c., ancl similar accommodations for males, 
together with an increased water supply. 

T H E  SMALL PARKS. 
WASHINGTON OR FORT GBEENE PARK. 

This Park covers an area of over thirty acres, comprising the 
most conspic~ious and important of the smaller parks within the 
city, and lies in the midst of a well-developed aud tlrickly-popu- 
lated lleighborllood. With a varied topography, the principal 
characteristic of' which is its elevated platean, rising considerably 
above the grade of the streets surrounding it, the Park cornmands 
rnany interesting views of the ciby,, the East River, the lower bay, 
and altogether combines very happily many of the most desirable 
features of a citv recrentio~~ ground. It is an historic localitv. 
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and the record ;f everits whicll have occurred in its neigllb&: 
hood arid upor) portions of the area as well, will be found in the 
arinals of our struggles for liberty. These details are especially 
familiar to our people, from the h c t  that the collection and col- 
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lation of' data, not ordinarily co~ltained in the history of the time, 
have been rlrade a matter of stndy and research by some of' our 
pron~ir~ent  citizens. 'l'lie account of the general design and im- 
lxoven~ent of this \rol.li may he follnd in our earlier reports. 
1 7  l h e  Golrrmissioners ~eco rd  the fact wich satisfaction, that tlre Park 
Ilus justified fi~lly the expe~~diture of the money appropriated for 
its development, and now afl'orcls a desirable, pieasant and health- 
ful reaort for all residents of t!!e neigli1)orltood to whom, as well 
as the smrounding proi)erty, the Park lras specially proved in 
rltany ways to Ije n great bellefit. 

'L'l~e details of constrnction bince the last report are  as fullovis : 
Tile completiol~ of the enc.losing lValls :ilong DeKalb avenue, 
froni Cuwi)erland street to tlre City IIospital grounds. Tile 
co~lsistcd of a lreavy 1.11bble lnusonry \vall, with granite coping, 
similar in debign to titat portion of the \\all ;)revionsly built, artd 
was satisfacto~ ily finisl~ed k)y contract \vitlr JIr. ,James Aslifield of 
tliis city, at A cob t  of $10,412.20. 

Tlie c:o:nplctior~ of ;he snrlhccs colltiguoiis to the w:~ll inside :, 
tlie Park, co~nl)r'sirl: the necessary Iilling, shaping, soilir~g, seed- 

I i n g  and plar~ting was tlone by t l ~ e  P>~rl i  force, as was also the D 

grading of the street sidewalks ant1 the completion of the tree 
pl:lnting or1 the same. 

Within thc past, sis years tlre sum of $9,101.15 has been set 
apart at v:srious times l)p the Board of $!stimate for the f~lr ther  
improvement of the te~.r:~cea, salntir~g Imttery, :~pproach, c%c., 
u~lric.11 for111 :L conopicaons feature in tire implsovernent at the 
northn-cstcrlj- angle of the i ' i t~k,  :it t l ~ e  jlunction of Canton 
street and Xyrtle avtlnne. Part of tll:s m:rs done in 111-evious 
years, by wliic.11 w:~h o~~tliried a l ~ d  tlefi~led tlre general character of 
the c ~ o ~ k .  A consi:lcrable area of \rallc snrFaces was covered with 
bituminons cn~lci.ete ~ i t h  good efikct and at a rrloderate cost, 
this class of materi:~) bci~lg \cry r1csiral)le fbr mallr surfaces 
where tile grades arc steel, arrcl clta~rgeable. Otlier repairs found 
to kc rtecessary fi.(,~n time to time were made, to differelit - 
br:inches of tlte work. 

On the niglrt of July 3, 1876, the centenary of the Indepen- 
dence of tile United Sti~tes was celebrated bj- an jinposing pro- 
cession, attentled with al)proirriate exercises at the site of the s 

torl~l) of tlre Mar tgrs of t l ~ c  I<evolutio~~. The ceremonies were par- 
ticipated i r ~  1,- leadinp ci t i z c ~ ~ s ,  and consisted of music, addresses, . . 
si11q111g :irtcl ot l~er  patriotic dell~oi~srrntions. Tlnring the progress 
of these exercises resc~lutions 1:~ndatory of tlic brave deeds of 





- 
the Martyrs were adopted, together with a proposition lookin? to 
the completiorl of the unfinished torlib and monument, wlllch 
wo~lld suitably commenrorate the patriotism, bravery and suiTer- 
ing of the Prison Ship Martyrs. 

In pursuance of the object of the passage of these resolutions, 
the Mayor, the Honorable Frederick A. Schroeder, appointed a 
Currlrnittee, corlsistirlg of' ttvent y-five citizens, T V ~ O  were anthor- 
ized to memorialize Congress in hehalf of tlre cbject, and to take 
s u d ~  otlrer action in coi!junction with the @onyrr.ssional repre- 
sentatives of the conrrty as tire? shoulcl deem necessary. 

It is occusiori for regret that a sum c3ould not be obtained . 
snffic.ient to insure tlie completion of this work. and for the con- 
struction of the Martyrs' merl~orial \~litlront further delav. 

A1lus:on was made in a prcvinus report to the Common Conncil 
of last year to an :rppmpriwtion of $4,(100 for flagging the ex- 
terior side~ralks a t  J'ort Greene. The work c+onsibted of hlne- 
stone flag, six feet in width, laid upon the walks around the ex- 
terior bo~mdury of tlie Park, and was satisf:wtorily done by Mr. 
P. Lynon of tlris city at the rats of 134 cents per square foot. . 

The steps, platforms, hatteyy walls, coy)ing, cYsc., wl~ich corn- 
prise the elerlnents of this wdk  were provilre(ll by contract 
at various periods. The work tvas brought to completion in  1878 
by tlre erc.ctior: of tlre battery w:dl on the upper plateau; the 
riecessary earthw~ork, fonndations, grading, secdirlg srld planting, 
&c., of the col~tjguons snrfaces were srtbseq~rently dolie by the 
Park fcrce. In 1 S75, six iron gates, fl:~~rBed by coping railirlgs 
of dpProl~riate design, were erected at the several entrantdcs to 
the Pn~.k, b j  the aitl of mlliclr the ordir~ances proscribing the use 
of the Park at night are rriore effectnally errforced. 

Telrryorary br~ildirrgs for the use of u7ume:l and childrei~, and 
for the keepers, were,severally provided, and the supply of drirrk- 
ing hydrants was increased to n small extent. in order to :iceom- 
rnotlate the cl~ildren who frecruent the Park in lar~re narnl)ers 

'7 . d ~ ~ r i n g  the fine we:~tller- tllrongllout the year. 

CITY PARK. 

'I'he material deteriori~tiori ill v a i ~ ~ e  and character, of the prop- 
erty which forms the rleiglrborhood sr~rrounding City Park, 
clearly indicates the tendency wliich 1i:rs prevailed during t l ~ e  
severd pnet yeam to  ubaritlorl it as  a desirable place of residence. 
Unimproved property continues to be idle arid its use for busi- 
ness purposes, esy~ecially f9r the manufacture and storage of bulky 



and coarse materials, is already foreshadowed. A considerable 
sum of money has been expended frorrl time to time upon the 
City Park with a view to maintain it in a condition whictt, in the 
judgment of the Commissioners, was warranted by the circum- 
stances. The ulan of the work mas remodelled. walks re-zraded 
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and surfaced accordingly, and the turf spac~s  resoiled and seeded ; 
old, dead and unsightly trees removed and replacccl by nu~nbers 
of young and thrifty stock of choice varieties ; t l ~ e  enclosing fence 
and gateways were repaired and every effort made to preserve 
the Park for legitimate purposes. The ordirlarlces of the Corn- 
rr~issjoners have been disregsrded, the city authorities even defied, 
and every species of propert-y aalnenable to destruction have, 
from time to tirne, been subjected to wanton and persistent abuse. 
The iron gates which at  night were closed and interposed as a 
bar to the imnrouer use of tile Park. so mnch cotrl~lained of iu 
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fbrlner years, have been broken or violently wrenched of the - 
hinges, in the necessar.y abssilce of  the police. This conditior~ 
of things has led the C~mrnissioners to col~sider the questian of 
appropriating this area to other and more nsef111 pnrposes, and to - 
reiterate their suggestion corltained in forrner reports of devoting 
the Park to tlie use ctf a public market. In support of this rec- 
omrnendation a still further and cogent reason ma 7 be found in 
the fact that Wesllington Park or Port Greene, it m~onld seem to - 
the Conlrnissioners, entirely sllpersedes the necaessity for the City 
Park for all essential uurnoses and advantages. I t  is more 
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desirably located, is ample in area, with greater justificatiorl and 
for possibilities of ernbellisllment, and is every way snfficient 
as a recreation g ~ o n n d  for tlie present and toilture needs of thkt 
portion of the clty. A careful cor~siderstion of this rrcomrnen- 
dation worxld lead our thinking citizens to agree with the Com- 
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m~ssior~ers in tile estimate of value to be placed upon a con- 
venient and commodious public ~narl.et upon the present site 
of City Park. This locarion is n-ell s~dted ihr tlie pnrposes ~nd i -  
cated, tlie facilities of' approach and corn~linuicatioo are such as t o  - 
add to its resources and render i t  in many desirable respects a 
successful competitor for a large sliare ot the 1)usiness which, fur 
want of iust such conveniences. is carried across the river to New 
York. N; other reason than tliwt the facilitiesdo notnoar exist pre- - 
vents Brooklyn, to-day, fkom being the market of much of the 
varied supply of farm prodacts of Long Island, which not only 
includes a considerable share of cereals, but llundreds of tl~ollsanda 
of dollars' worth of vegetables, milk, eggs, poultry, &c. With 



- direct railroad communication, to be easily arranged for with 
all parts of the island, and with NEW Yorli as well, i t  is possible, 
it1 the judgment of the Cc~t~missioners, to secure to Brooklyn a 
protitable and extendcd bnsineas in this important direction. 
Already the anthurities of New York are called upon to rneet 
a very perplexing question in corinection with the demand 
of tlre sellers of produce of all kinds, for s~titable srace for the 
display arid sale of their goods and supplies. I t  is doltbtful 
whether, within the wli ile limits of the city, there can be provi- 
ded such accoinmoddtior~ wl~ic~lr for convenience car] compare 
favorably with tllose\z.hicl~ City Pavli ]nay be i.easonably looked to, 
to afford. The propositiorr to appropriate i t  to sncl~ use has received 
much cor:sideration froni this Board and has met wit11 tlre appr,)val 
ot' rnarry of our most sagacious citizens. The conimonest precepts 
of municipal ecaonorng shonld lead us to regard such a use of pnh- 
lic property as a very appropriate one, tlie results of whicl-I can- 
not hi1 to open up new and fertile resources of business and rev- 
enue to tlie comrnnnity. 

CARBOLL PARK. 

No rlew work has bcen done upon this Park during the period 
covered by this report. 

C TOMPKINS PARK. 

No work has been done npon this Park since its corr~pletion 
except to 'the extent of erecting :L srnall building of brick and 
wood. containing water-closets and other converlienecs for tlle 
ptll>lic use, arid :I general repair of the enclo~ing fence, which was 
1*emodclled out of the old material and in lleigl~t. Dur- 
tlie centennial year a large flag-staff was erected by tlie Park Com- 
missioners in order to rnalte use of a large ilrneriean ensign which 
had bee11 presented to tlie (~ornmissionors by patriotic citizens 
residing in the neighborhood. 

In the fall of tile bame year, mr~ple trees were planted and 
boxed on the exterior siaewxllis of the Park. 

A s~nall triangular area, containing about one-tenth of an acre, 
located at the junction of Broadway, Throop avenue and Gwin- 
nett streets, ill the Eastern District, was improved by the Com- 
missioners with money ($4,000) specially appropriated P)y the 

i" 
Com~nori Council for tile purpose. The work corisisted of re- 
grading, sodding and planting the interior space, the erection of 
an ornamental iron fence and larnp posts and the planting and 
boxing of s l~ade trees on the exterior sidewalks. 



CITY HALL PARK. - 
Tlris area, thougli nominally 111itler tlle jurisdictio~l of the I'i~rk , 

Corn~rrissionel.s, hs~: fbr several Fexao:is uccrlpied t l ~  atte~ltiorl of 
tlie Cv~rrinoli Goiiilcil, urlder wliose dil.cc.tion the I3oard of City 
Worlis have carlied out il l  a ~lloditietl a~rcl not altogetller satisfaca- 
tory form, a series bf :~lterations, from \\rhicli it 111ust be conc.:ded. 
the ger~er;~l  ;,ttblic have derlvetl :~dvt-~lltaye. 

BIAINTENANCE AND 1 EIE I'UIILIC USE OF THE Pi\l<KS, kc. 

-1s subtnirrjirg tile object ~zlltl i ~ i  11 for ~vh ic l~  the parl<s werc 
establihlled, the sr~l~ject of 111ainterranc.e is the   no st impox-tt~nt q 

nliicli tlre Cou~iirib~ioners, niider tlic eyistiiig state of things, lias 
to  ~dollsi(l~r, a l i l i  tiley arc. corlstv;~ined at the outset, to dwell npvri 
t i > ( .  c~:lh:zr~.~i~melits 1111der ~~1iic .h ihey labor. l'lrey feel tliis 110t 
less hi(,nly hoiil the fact that tliey arc: snppobed to 1)osbess irH 

irrti111:~te ki~o~vletlgc of the rccynire~~reurs of the i111l)ortitllt \i'~l'Iis 
undcr tireil. care, : I I IL~  for wlli~li t l ~ y  are held refipousit)le. 

I t  will I),: gencri~lly coricedetl that no \vorl< of c ,~is tr~~ct iol i  ti)r 
permarielit public use (3;~ii  be brongl~t to R stage of c.on~yletion 
tlint \\ill irot need, froru that ~rro:lieut, :L n ise, colrtinnous cxperitli- - , 
t r~ re  for its tuaiiltellalrce i ~ i ~ d  prcservat;oll. T l r i o  i~pp:ies wit11 
double force to a worli so colilples in cllaiacter as our pi~rli, 
whose natural featnreb iiinst bc ~nai~itwi~led in their integrity, r.e- 
q ~ ~ i r i n g  the euercisc of c;weful iiihc~ii~l'natioli ancl tiistt: in the 
selection of the various litilities tilat, in tlre j1:dgilierlt of tile Corn- 
missioners, rnav be best ad:tpted to popular coilveriiellce and ~ ~ C R M  

nre. 
The growing popclarity of l'rospect Palsli wit11 all c.lasseb of 

citizeris, while affording the atruost satibf>:,lc:tioil to rlie Corn- 
missioners, lias er~txiled vorlsti~nt arid ir~crei~sillg resl)orsil)ilities. 
I t  rriust 1)e ol:vioua that \vltlt tlie ilicre;~sr>J use of tlre Park, ilrld 
col~seqneiitly, the lriole rapirl ~reariirg out of its nnllievous irli- 
pro\ elrlents, :tnd tlie recjnireilleut at sonre p)oiiits of erlli~rgetl 
converlienees to ineet ti public C~(~II I :LI I~ ,  there is great r~eetl that 

I the ap~xopr i~ t ion  f o ~  i l ~ a i ~ ~ t e ~ r a ~ i c c  slloaltl he illc.r22sed. Twhc tbr ' - 
I example a ro:dwaj~ over wliic11 one Irundred velricles pass In i A  

1 day, i t  requires colistantly a certain mionut of ex!)ense to pre- 
serve it. Increase tlrc nuinler to five Irundred, :lrrtl it is entire17 
plain that tlie cost of rnairitellancac, to lieep it in 1wuper order, will 
be greater for tlrt: saine length of time. Wlien this reusol~ing is 
applied to all the appoint~rierlts of the Parks that are b c i ~ ~ g  
subjected to an an~iually increasing use, the inferences are too 
plain to need extended notice. 





Central Park with entirely different topography, rnal~y im- 
provements not corresponding in usefulness to those in this 
city, and subjected to more restrictive regulations, has been the 
only available public pleasure resort, the management of which 
was likely to offer suggestions as to intelligent maintenance; and 
this has afforded but a 1irn:ted iield for nseful hints. Our I'ark 
is rnuch better calculated, i11 its resources for popular el~jogment, 
than Central Park, to give general satisfi~ction to our citizens, 
and the novel and varied imurovenients which lrave followed 
upon its public use h a ~ e  necessitated an extent and variety of ex- 
penditure not contemplated in t l ~ e  original scheme of mainten- 
ance. A t  tliih point, tlierefore, tlie Comnlissimers feel i t  in- 
cumbent upon tllenl to seek to impress the fact upon the rninds of , 
the people of Brooklyn, that while, for a given amount of money, 
i t  wo~ild be entirely just to expect a larger return in labor or 
material at this time as against a period of five or ten years ago, - 
during which both Tabor and material were abnormally Iiigh, i t  
must be borne in n~iiid that the provisions for n~iliritainirlg the 
parks, which were suficient five or ten years ago, are ,lot 
adequate now, for the following reasons : At the time when ar- 
rangements for a separate maintenance fund were first made, the 
Park roads, walks and structures, together with the meadows alld 
plantations, had just been oompleted and thrown open to public 
use, and were in such condition as to be best fitted for that use, 
which in itself was not nearlg so general as a t  the present time. 
Theretore, while the work of restoration and repair was conipara- 
tively small, the expenditure met all reasonable requirements, 
and satisfactorily maintained the finished portions of the work. 

Our drives and other thoroughfares have since been subjected 
to a constant use, and the very limited amount of labor and 
material which we have been enahled to provide for their main- 
tenance have not beer] sufficient to restore or keep them l ~ y  to 
the condition of their original construction, nor to preserve them 
in such a way as to make them conducive in the highest degree . to the pleasure arid comfort of those who use them. The  Com- 
missioners, with the liveliest interest in all that pertains to the 
welfare of their ow11 city, have regarded it as their highest duty 
to conserve those inearls which would be likely to encourage and - develop a taste for outdoor recreation and a habit of frequent 
resort to the parks. Inadequately supplied with means su%aient 
to accomplish all that might in times of greater business pros- 
perity be reasonably demanded for perfect maintenance, they 



have sought to rnake the rilost economic use of the resources - 
' placed at their disposal. The  Co~r~inissioners assume that a judi- 

cious administratiori of their fur~ctions will be best appreciated in 
utilizi~~g the means ar tlieir comma~~d in a manner best calculated 
to develop the use of the parks in their largest sense. Prospect 
Park alone not only requires a large arnount of care, whicll is 
not noted by the casual observer, but its visible features demand 
constant supervision, and are oftelltimes so exacting and perplexing 
as to justify and impose great responsibility. The uuderground 
work, such as the drainage and water supply, is of the first irn- 
portance, entitilir~g unceasing vigilance and unremitting care. 
A similar necessity arises with tlie buildings, bridges arid other 
structures, the roads arid walks, the broad acres of turf and 
plantations and the water areas. 

Perhaps no single element of park design invites sue11 direct 
and fiequent observation and criticism as the roads, and no 
features are more 1iliel.y to dernand more constant arid consider- 
able expenditure, as with each season the number of citizens 
increases who avail tliemsclves of the opportunity which the Park 
and connecting drives afford tbr pleasure driving. It  seerns but 
a short time since there was hut little of such driving in Brooklyn, 
and tlie large number, and varied (3liaracter of the eqnipages 
which now tl~rorig the Park in gay procession was scarcely to be , 
foreshadowed. I t  will not be many gears before the outstretch- 
ing city will have destroj-ed many of the rur:J charms of the 
suburban districts, and the inevitable ericroachrnents will so en- 
hance the value of the drives already secured to the people of p 
Brooklyn tliat they will be looked up011 as affordit~g advantages 
which cannot be dispensed with. I t  is quite evident to the Com- 
miesioners that a large part of the expenditure in the future rr~ust 
of necessity pertain to the restoration of the roads. i t  must be 
borne in rnirid that a systenl of roads designed almost exclusively 
for pleasure riding, entail not only responsible engineering, such 
as is given to the construction of any other properly ljuilt work, 
but requires, in addition, a rnore coiibtant supervision, and the . 
maintenance of .a compact and even surface, witliout which they 
cease to aEord that degree of comfort arid pleasure which is 
desirable and expected from them. The Comlrrissioners have not 
been able to expend in labor and material as much as ought to be - 
devoted to this branch of the work, arld until the surfaces can be 
substantially restored to a condition corresponding measurably 
to that of the original construction, they will continue to prove 



more or less unsatist'actorv and meet with adverse criticism. 
W e  have been reasonably siiccessful in rneeting the demands of 
the public; we have been fortunate in our resources, and in the 
advantages afforded by the observation of other works which 
have enabled us to iniprove upon plans and methods of con- 
struction, and in many instances to snbstitnte others which have 
resulted in great econorny in first cost ; but our operations and 
progress in the future, while they must properly be guided by the 
stline consideration of economv. must be measured in their extent 
and variety by the rnonep mT6icll Ahall be placed at our disposal 
for judicious tlisbarsernents, in tlieir accornplishrr~ent. 

No large comrnnnit*y capable of managing its municipal affairs 
can he LO blinded by narrow-sighted frugality as to disregard the 
clairrls of a great recreation ground as among the most powerful 
and economical influsnces for improving its moral and physical 
status. In a large city the majority of whose inhabitants remain 
within its limits throughout the year, and oulprthe few compara- 
tively more fortnnate than the rest, are able to seek enjoyment 
and repose in the country, the provision and mair~tenance of the 

, - parks in their amplest resources sho~lld be a conceded necessity. 
The money expended in the construction and required in the 
care of these must, in thc nature of things, be an outlay similar in 
its operation to that which prompts intelligent individuals to seek 
for themselves such measures of recreatio~~ arid mental and 
bodily relaxation as are likely to conserve the health and energies 
of the systern and enable them to best enjoy life. To tho~~gh t -  
lessly characterize it as an expensive luxury to he dispensed with 
mitllout sacrifice, or to say that its benefits are alone attainable 
by a privileged clase, is to ignore the Old World experience and 
the result of observz~tion ftnd study of our best thinkers. The 
parks are riot alone for the pleasnre of the masses of our popu- 
lation : but are calculated to enhance health and conifort. Con- 
~idered in tlieir sanitary aspects alone, they unquestionably rank 
among the greatest conservators of public welfare and therefore - public economy. Tliey offer, in the aggregate, attractions that are 
found elsewllere in piecemeal, and often in qne4tionable resorts; 
thev are divested of all meretricious associations or exuosnre to 
immoral or physical dangers. They are fiee and refreshing, 
while similar attractions in detail nresented elsewhere are exuen- 
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sive, or leave the visitor under a painful sense of obligatioi~ which 
oftentimes he is not in a position to discharge, and which if he 
does discharge he feels the worse for. 



Whether considered in their individual or collective uses, the * 

parks are great moral and intellectual educators and conduce to 
the peace and prosperity of every citizen. I t  is a significant fact 
to be noted that, on holidays or other occasions when thousands 
of people mingle there with each other, arrests for infractions of the 
peace are very rarely necessary. Our parks for these and many 
other reasons that might be urged, are in tllemselves sources of 
health and prosperity to the people, whose value cannot be prop- 
erly estimated without due weight being given to these features 
of the question. Their cost and maintenance in such a, com- 
parison sinks into insignificance. 

France and Germany have their public parks and gardens ; and 
the great city of London, with its dense population, commands 
over 6,000 acres of public grounds for general use. 

While the more recent embellislln~ents of these grounds may 
be open to criticism, pet aided by their wonderfully picturesque - 
road system. thronghont the rural districts of the kingdom, they 
acco~uplish more for the preservation of health of the people than 
they have ever been given credit for, in rendering habitable 
large sections of once ugly, gloorny portions of the older city. , 
The suggestions afforded by observation of the parks of the Old 
World are valuable to us so far as it is possible to make an eco- 
iiomical adaptation of them to the cosmopolitan population arid ens- 
toms of the new ; and of these suggestions, none is of more com- 
manding importance and interest than their system of roadways. 
whether regarded from an  esthetic or from a utilitarian point of 
view, their proper construction and maintenance are justly held 
to bc of primary necessity. 

I t  is not deemed r.ecessary to enter in detail upon the reasons 
why our park thorouglifttres and structures should be kept up to 
a corresponding grade of excellence. They need complete reno- 
vation, and delay in tllis important detail of work would in the 
judgment of the Park Con:n~issioners bc unwise economy. The 
thorough renewal of tlie Park surfaces would now after nearly 
twelve years continuous use necessitate special expenditure. 

The liberal provisions afforded by the constrnction of tlie Ocean 
Parkway, the increase cf patronage, and the greatqr freedom per- 
mitted in tlie speed of horses, have in some respects changed the 
character of the use of a portion of the Park drives. I n  the - 
original design, it was contemplated that the series of lanes which 
pass tlirougli the East Wood wo~ild divide travel and divert it, 
in part, from the main road, frorn Baltic Pass to the south, and 



- concentrate i t  again in the main drive beyond. The object in- 
tended was to invite the use of this wooded area as one of the 
attractive features in the circuit, bnt the American characteris- 
tic of taking the shortest road between two points has here 
ignored ~ s t h e t i c  cor~siderations and asserted itself, indicating 
what would seem to be a desirable improvement, viz., the widen- 
ing of this portion of the main drive for the greater convenience 
and safety of visitors. For  this reason, the greater width of a 
thoroughfare-drive at  this point becomes a necessity. 

I t  is very gmtif:ying to record the fact, that the number of eqnes- 
trian visitors is increasing each year, indicating a growing love 
for this healtliful and exhilarating exercise. The proper man- 
agetncnt of a bridle road involves expense and care, and the 
demands upon our attention in this particular are likely to in- 
crease with the niarlied popnlarity of the Park in the respect to 
which we have just alluded. Our walks, the treatment of w11ic:li 
has, for like reasons, corresponded to that of the roads, require 
a similar general repair. 

There exists at this time a most pressing necessity for an ex- - tensive readjnstmerit and modificatior~ of our plantations, which, 
in the number and extent of choice varieties, comprises a collec- 
tion of evergreen and deciduous rr~aterial of distinguished charac- .. 
ter which only the most reckless disregard of the critical condition 
which the trees and shrnbs, every\vhere forming the essence and 
spirit of landscape attractions, have now reached, for want of 
ineans necessary to care for them, can account for the failure to 
heed.. the request arid warning of tlie Commissioners in this 
particular. 

Several partially completed portions-of the Park lack the force 
and character which a proper system of planting alone can supply. 
In  the finished areas, however, a large number of trees and shrubs 
have readied such a condition of nrowth as to rnake it necessarv 
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to remove rrlariy of them. This is necessa,ry, not only for the pur- 
pose of preserving the harmony in composition, but to secure a 
valuable stock of plants at a stage of development most desirable 
for use in connection with new work and which had been origi- 
nally planted with a view to secure an early effective display with 
the view ultimately of utilizing marly of them in the manner and 
for the purposes above suggesied. 

Our lakes arid water-courses, which form so desirable a part of 
well-balanced park design, entail upon us a due share of respon- 
sibility. The main lalie, which covers an ares of over 50 acres, 



offers unusual facilities for ice and water sports, and the untram- - 
melled use permitted has developed a taste for certain aquatic 
amusements which, it is believed, is peculiar to Brooklyn. 

The supply for a lake of such dimensions is derived from the 
following sources : 

First-The natural rainfall due to the area covered by the 
lake and water-courses ol" tlle Park. 

Second-The surface drainage of a large circurrijacent area 
flowing directly into the lake over turf, and other surfaces, and 
intercepted by snitable silt basins along the line, so that all dele- 
terious matter is arrested and removed from time to time. 

Third-The direct supply from the Park well. 

The depth of the lake arerages about 62 feet, and the tem- 
' 

perature of the water has never been known to reach a point + 

at wllich the poisonous gases, the basis of malarial troubles, are 
generated by decomposition of vegetable matter, whose growth is 
superinduced in sl~allow water of a higher temperature. 

The capacity of the well is such as to enable us to supply, at - 
frequent intervals, large v~lumes  of pure water at low temperature ; 
this, with the aid of natural agents, as evaporation for example, 
whicli, for a period of twenty-four hours, in surnmer, will eqnal 
nearly 500,000 gallons of water, the disturbance of the surface 
by t l ~ e  winds to which this area is pec:uliarly subject, the passage 
of boats and the movements of water-fowl, affords every reason 
to believe that at  no time since the completion of tlle Park has 
the lalie caused the propagatiorl or prevalence of malarial diseases. 
On the other hand, the very thorough system of ~tndergronnd 
drainage in operation on the Park has reiieved the large area to 
such an extent as to offer no material occasion for alarm in this 
particular. 

The Kings County Medical Society, several years since, 
through a committee of physicians appointed to consider the 
general su5ject of drainage in the nit.v and vicinity, specially * 

examined the drainage system of the Park,,and cited it in their 
reports as an example of the best restilts attending a well-devised 
plan of surface and sllbsoil drainage. 

Some anxiety has been expressed as to tlle appearance of por- 
tions of the lake in summer, where there has been an accumula- 
tion of vegetable matter, and much careless criticism has been 
made by people who are not acquairited with its real causes. 



- Any thoughtful observer of the varying condition of .water stored 
in reservoirs and artificial lakes, and also in natural waters, will 
relrlembcr to have seen the development of a similiar formation 
at tlie beginning of snmrner. when the waters contain a flavor 
and odorrikenej to a fishy taste and smell. A tllorongli investi- 
gation, attended with careful analysis, has disclosed the fact that 
this condition is brought about by a harmless chemical change in 
orvanic matter, chiefly a growth of a low species of vegetation. 
r b Jhns produces in a very natural way a class of aqnatic forms of 
life, themselves agents of purification. While to some extent 
their existence may eorrietimes I;e disagreeable to siglit and smell, 
tbere l ~ a s  been no proof aclducecl yet that the presence of such ! 

matter, not peculiar to our lakes at  this period, is productive of 
i r~ j~l ry  to health, more especially alone, do we believe this to he 
the case from the fact that our lake is singularly free froin any 
deleterious growths, and it is not made the receptacle of any of 

* 
the filth accumulated in anv uortions of the Park. wllicli is 
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specially cared for and disposed of in such a manlier as to pre- 
clude the possibility of danger or annoymce. . Our water service is quite as elaborate in its system a d  rami- 
fications as would be that required to supply a town of 20,000 
inl~abitants. Special reference to our water supply is rnade else- 
where in this report. 

PUBLIC USE OF THE PARKS. 

The homogeneous character of o11r people heretofore alluded 
to, and the absence of transient population ordinarily common to 
a large city, liere operate to secure to all classes of citizens free- 
dom from marly restrictions which, in other cities, i~ is found 
necessary to impose upon those who visit the parlts. The adapt- 
ability of a con~iderable portion of its area f'or the entertainment 
of masses of people, naturally suggested to the Commissioners 
the most liberal construction in t l ~ e  provisions established for 
governing the use of the Park, and i t  is with no small degree of 

* pride that they view the varied denlands for popnlar recreation to 
which the resources of the Park so happily respond: 

I t  is alniost within the rrlenlory of o t ~ r  youth that tlie Ameri- 
can people have developed a desire for field sports, bufliciently 
strong to be regarded as in any sense a popular demand. While 
there has been at  all times an abundant surplus in the ericrgies of 
the people, that, rightly directed, would find agr~eable arid 
healthful recreation in systematic pastimes and athletic enjoy- 



ments, furnished on land and water, it required the fixed destiny - 
of an tlnfoldir~g civilization to bring us to t l ~ a t  era. The denland 
for pleasures oi ' t l~is character is not confined to one sex, nor to 
the age of childllood or yontl~ al<~ne. I t  is not born of a caprice 
or a whim, but is the expression of a p3pnlar thougl~t. I ts  whole- 
some gratificatiol~ gives ddditional health, vigor arid grace to our 
young people, and terlds to svstenlatize tile social life of the corn- 

1 , munity. To meet this growing and laudable sentiment, the pnr- 
poses for whidi the Park was intended, have in a sense been 
modified and adapted to new exigencies. 

The  rules adopted by the Con~missioners, were prepared with a 
view of giving each individual, the largest personal liberty and 
enjoyment consistent with the proper preservation of the Park. 

Our beautiful turf and wooded areas, as well as our walks and 
roadways, have been offered for use to the public with the least 
wttriclioil, and a11 the better class of field sports have fo~irld 
r ~ i l d ~  growth in our parlts or other grounds upder our care, as in 

- 
no other in this country. The effect has beel! to multiply local 
orgariizwtiorls devoted to physical development and trairiing, 
rnake more universal tlie love of harmless outdoor amusements, . 
arid to improve the public health. I n  corresponding degree, the 
water surfaces of tlie Park have been availed of for rowing, sail- 
ing, yachting, or for the varied amusements of tlie winter season. 
I n  the judgn~ent of the Commissioners, the relative anlount of 
water, tlie open lawns, and tlie proportion of spaces for Inure se- 
questered enjoyments, wonld be, ont: day, of paramount interest to 
the people of- this city, and events have justified their action in the 
accepted designs and finish of the Park. Tlie people at large are 
making the most generous use of the grounds, and the lovers of 
inure specific pastimes, as boating. base ball, cricket, lacrosse, 
archery, croquet or skating, throng the Pdrk and its appendages 
on all occasions wl~en the weather is propitious for these respective 
pleasures. That the policy of t l ~ e  Comrnissiorlers has given a 
large irnpetus to these various enj:)yn~erits has already been 
alluded to, but its results cannot be too strongly co~llmended to , 
the attention of au intelligent public. Tlle Park has proved it- 
self a vast, healthful, vitafizing force to the people of this city, 
and its worth cannot be estimated pecnniarily; its uses stimulate 
the energies and quicken the pulses of thousands ; its pervasive - 
influence elevates tlie moral tone of the communit+y, and its 
great mission is only jnst entered upon. 





- The people of Brooklyn have been responsive in their popnlar 
appreciation of the I'alk in its general features, I)nt no person 
can measurc the nsef~~lness of a work wl~ose influence is of s11c11 
diversified nature, acts upon a half rrlillion of people arid proceeds 
upon incaIc111al)le progreosion. 

During the season of tho year appropriate to its rise?, our 
Parade ground has been in constant demand by large ~ ~ ~ n r ~ l ) e r s  of 
the adults arid youth of Brooklyn, its exc.eptiollal tzppropri:~te~~ess 
for their pleasures not only attracating mally local orpanizatio~~s, 
but atlllel~ic cblubs and associations of various kinds fko~ri New 
York City and other points i r ~  tlie State, as well. T11c '' National " 
gawe of base ball has seemed to receive new vigor as :I popular 
pastime, arid extended to every social circle of t l ~ e  cornmnnity. 
For several seasons past the glme of cricket has I)een a steady and 
growing a*nusernent at tllc Parade ground with one or more of . the oldest clubs in this co~lr~try,  and tlle skill that i, required in 
its practice has of late increased interest in it as a sport, and 
coriseync~itlg drawn a greater nulr~ber to engage in its ext31:cise. 

r 1  l h e  broad lawns of the Park have been a standing i1ivit:~tion 
to less boisterous alnuseorents than those jnst referred to, And 
their rises for croquet playing, promenades, and the innocent 
exercise of people of both sexes and all ages, have given: the Park 

, a farne that is almost national. On the lake, a fleet of rowhoitts 
has been maintained for the use of risltors, and it lias received a 
very general patronage from a large class of people who find 
peculiar el~terti~inrncr~t in this 1ii11d of exercise which atfords 
recreation, r:ot o~ily directly promotive of health rll i i l  strength, 
bat which is atter~ded wit11 none of the da~igcrs iriciclent to deeper 
and rnore exposed water. In the broader and more open portion 
of the lake, the sailing of miniature yachts llxs hecollie a perman- 
ent arnlisenierit of the summer and fall seasons. The constrnc- 
tion, appoiritments and mimic rnovelrlelits of these little vessels, 
attracting a general interest and attention approxill~atirig that 
wllicli has heretofore been accorded to watercraft of frill size. 

* The popnlar kiiowledgs young people acquire in regard to the 
constructiorl and manageu~ent of sinall boats, snperfically repard- 
ed, seems trivial, but it is really of permanent value. It is tlie 
best kind of object te:~cliing, serving a practical purpose for future 
use, and it is indelibly fised in the rnemory, by tlie delightful as- 
sociations that cluster about it. 



YACHT HOUSE. - 
No less than four miniature yacht clubs exist in this city, 

representing 150 of these little vessels, ancl the skill bestowed 
upon the perfecting of their rnoclels and every cletail of their 
outfit has clevelopecl an eiithusiasm seconcl only to that which 
prevails among the yachtsmen m-110 take active interest in the 
fashionable clubs whose annnd regattas cornmailcl such popular 
attention. The rapicl gro~vth of tlzese popular pleasures has 
pressed upon the attention of the Coinmissioners the need of 
accornniodations, suitable in character ancl inexpensive in con- 
struction, for their more perfect enjoyment. Upon the ball 
ground it would be an obvious coinenience to have erected 
a building, suitably and ecoiiol~lioally arranged, for players 
and others to deposit clothiilg or other articles, and a building 
similar in character near the lake, where boatmen could store 
their yachts ~vonlcl seen1 to be iin equally legitimate pro- 
vision. As an accessory to tlle proper eiljoynient of these * 

pastimes, now obtaining such popular favor, and growing in 
interest every year, there is a propriety in tlle erection of these 
simple structures at snla11 cost that seeins to be siniilar to the 
already completecl auxiliary accommodations for skaters and ' 

others. The building upon the ball grounds could be made 
to subserve a double purpose in affording adclitional accom- 8 

modations to our military organizations on their periodical 
visits. 

PARADE GBOUND. 

The Parade Ground, presenting almost unrivalled facilities 
for military manceuvres, continues to be a popalar field of prac- 
tice with the National Guard who esteem its acquisition for 
such purposes most fortunate and desirable. 

It has been our privilege on frequent occasions to offer the 
use of this ground to a number of tlle military organizations of 
New York, which, having no facilities for fielcl exercises in that 
city, have, in repeated instances, aclinowleclged the obligations * 

to this county uncler which they restecl. 
Among the most recent lawn amusements in this country is 

archery, ancl some eEort has been made by residents of this 
city to add it to our out-door recreations. During the past 
seasons an organization was perfected which made use of the 
ground assigiiecl to them by the Conimissioners for that pur- . 
pose, and later new organizations were formed. The accom- 
modation thus afforclecl was very satisfactory to those who 
availed themselves of it. The sport possesses many elements 
of popularity, including competitive skill, expertness in hand- 
ling the bow and arrow, and may be regarded as a most favor- 
able pastime. 



PICNICS. 
k 

A more old-fashioned, and always populai; use of the Park, at- 
tracting by far the largest number of visitors to a uniformity of 
entertainment, has been the annual picnics of churches, schools 
and other organizations, and the ulliversal use of our woods in 
the summer season for private and family piciiics. The reasons 
for this are very easily defined-there is a general harmony be- 
tween the infornlality of picliics participated in by the class of 
people referred to, representing the best citizenship, presetit 
and prospective, of the commuiiity, and the peaceful repose of 
Nature in the benutiful ~voods situated in the west border of the 
Park. 

Protection is here afforded in every 1)roper pleasure peculiar 
to such occasioiis ; children and adults feel tlie full enjoyment 
of contrast betweell heated homes of brick aiid the narrow con- 
fines of our city streets and the cool, invigorating ail" of the 
fields and woods of the Parli. There is no place in this vicinity 
combining so marly attractive elements, as a nucleus of enjoy- 
ment, as the piciiic grounds-a fact that is well attested by their 
general nsr every season from early in June until the first of 
October. Perhaps not one of these elements, is of more para- 
mount consideratioli to the public than that of absolute safety. 
Ail objectioii urged with much force agaiiist picnic excursions to 
more distant points, is the peril to which children are exposed 
to life and limb, by cars or steamboats, by drowning, or climbing, 
or other casualty ; of secondary consideration, some, indeed, 
mould give it the first importance, is the often compulsory coii- 
tact with uncougenial and ilrlproper associations or influences, 
sometimes seriously marring the day's pleasure. Another ques- 
tion, not so frequeiltly consiclered, but really of magnitude, is 
the weariness and fatigue nearly always resulting from an out- 
of-town excursion, and the entirely unrefreshed condition of the 
participator, certaiiily a very barren result when it is coilsidered 
that thousalids of people do iiot have half-a-dozen opportunities 
a year for such recreation. The expense of these excursions 
away from home varies of course with the individual, but in any 
event it is five or ten fold what it would be at the Park, such 
excursions are subjected to all the inconvenience of crowds, set 
times for departure and retuni, tlle uncertainties of the weather, 
and other circumstalices too numerous for enumeration. 

The picnic to the Park is divested of nearly all the objections 
above mentioned. Every facility is afforded for the proper use 
of the woods theinselves and numerous accessory sources of 
enjoyment are very near, equally safe and equally harmless. 



With proper police surveillance afforded, no anlyyance has * 

been permitted nor complained of, fresh water has been liberal- 
ly supplied, swings have been permanently maintained in the 
woods, and there has been an ample supply of tables and seats 
provided. 

During the past four or five seasons, as the Commissioners 
are gratified to announce, the formal applications for the use 
of these grounds have been graclnally increasina and during 
the past summer over 400 permits were issued. The organiza- 
tions, thus availing themselves of tlle use of these grounds, nurn- 
bered from 100 to 5,000 persons each and were largely com- 
posed of children and young people. 

It is for the accominodation of the largely increasing number 
of these excursionists to this attractive portioil of  the Park, 
that the building elsewhere alluded to was designed. 

For several seasons, the annual parade of the Sunday-scl~ool 
children, comprising a large proportion of that class of our . 
people, have assemhlecl on their parade-day in the Park. On 
one of these occasioils the assemblage of cliildreil numbered 
fifteen tllousancl, and every year since has varied from seveil to 
twelve thousand. The exercises ha1.e drawn thither a large 4 ' 
attendance of visitors which contributed to make the annirer- 
sarp one of the most imposing gatherings of the year. 

The Park carriage service, which was organized a number of 
years ago, contiiiues to meet m~ith puhlic approval. The carriages 
starting from the Plaza entrance at Flatbush and Ninth avenues, 
and the Willink entrance, near City line, run at frequent inter- 
\-als throughout the fair weather, aiid over a route that embraces 
the finest views of the Park, affording an agreeable ride a t  mod- 
erate cost. The rnhanced attractions of Coney Island, during 
the past season, hare materially diminislied the receipts of this 
service as well as the patronage of tlle restaurants on the Park. 
But these are embarrassments tllat time mill probably regulate. 

The adaptability of the Park lake to skating, ice-boat sailing, 
&c., suggests oil each recurring season that ample provisions 
should be made for the fullest enjoyment of these pleasures. 

Equestrian exercise has already taken a forernost position 
among the pleasures and attractions of the Park. I n  fair 
weather, at all seasons of the year, both ladies and gentleizzen 
avail themselves of our bridle-paths and public thoroughfares 
in large uumbers. The healthful pleasure of horseback exer- 
cise, has received an additional impulse of popularity from 
training-schools in this city, and from the particiyation in it 
of some of our most worthy citizens. It is a recognized accom- 





- plishment, graceful and elevating in character, and naturally 
growing in public favor. The Park roadwa s and equestrian d' routes extending to delightful suburbs, affor desirable attrac- 
tions to those 1571io seek this mode of recreation. 

If the thoughtful visitor to the Park, will take the trouble to 
familiarize himself, even in slight measure, with all its accesor- 
ies for pleasure and personal enjoyment, he will be surprised at 
the aggregate and the variety and quality of tastes which seem 
so easily catered to, but which it would be impossible to gratify 
but for tlie orderly and systematic supervisioii maintained in 
conjunction with the good-will and self-respect of tlie great 
majority of visitors. The influences of the resort are all peace- 
ful, healthful, and harmless. There are harmonious and tem- 
perate pleasures for all ages and conditions of life. 

While i t  is not to be expected that Brooklyn can afford to ex- 
pend the same amount per acre, in rnaiiitaining the Park, as is - lavislied upon similar Public Institutions in the Metropolis, 
it is only reasonable for us to ask for such means as would be 
desirable under careful business management, to preserve all 
parts of the Park in the best condition for use, and to adminis- 

. ter affairs in connection with them wit11 such intelligence and 
reasonable liberality, as to afford to a11 classes of our citizens 
each in tlie direction to be best enjoyed by them, the ultimate 
advantages which works of this character so varied in their 
resources may provide. 

KEEPER FORCE. 

During the past year, the Keeper Force has been serviceable 
in the work of supervising tlie several parks and other territory 
under the jurisdiction of tlie Park Commissioners. 

The ordin:~nces have been enforced generally with little fric- 
tion, ancl good orcler has prevailed ; the proportion of those who 
visit the parks, kc., with bad intent being small, i t  is believed, 
and -- - opportunity - of carrying out any evil purposes is rarely 
atforded. 

The force is much smaller in numbers and consequent effi- 
ciency tl1a11 i t  was several years since, and the responsibilties 
of adjusting it to the needs of the parks, &c., necessarily greater. 

WATER SERVICE. 

During the whole period in which our water service has been 
in operation, we have satisfactorily realized the advantages 
which were expected to be derived from its establishment on 
the Park. We have had a large and almost unrestricted supply, 



nearly equal to the large and varied requirements of the Park, A 

its fountains, drinking hydrants, buildings, closets, lake and 
roads, the Ocean Parkway anel Concourse, for sprinkliiig pur- 
poses, aiid for the supply of the horse trough and drinking foun- 
tains uncler our care at the Islancl. 

I n  ailclitioli to tllese our resources were such, during the past 
t.wo seasons, as to meet an equally iriiportant de~iiaiid ill the 
furnishing of water to tlie principal hotels, at  tlle Islanrl, hy 
~vllich ineniis the coilvenieilce ancl pleasure of thousands of 
visitors were largely cosltrihutecl to. 

The facilities thus afforclecl l l ;~~-e  l)een, ~vitliout doubt, iuost 
tinicly, and one important pnrpow serrvecl by tlie Conimis- 
sioners i11 this particular, lias heeii to guarcl the management 
of the most pronliiieiit enterl~rises on tlie Island against ally 
criticism or complaint mhicll tlle want of an abuiidailt supply of 
pure water n~onld have uizquestionahlp given rise to. 

Tlle Park water supply in its present coldition, so far as , 
the v;trious hotels, kc., are C O ~ I C P ~ ~ I P ~ ,  is but a cornparati~ely 
teniporary exprclient, RIIC~ i l i c r ~ a s ~  in the size of the supply pipe 
will be necessary to enable the Coinmissioiiers to deliver an 
amount of water that willbe required within a year or two. . 
Ultimately, it is beliered, the more extended resources of the 
city supply will be made available for tlie use of the Islalid aiid 
tlle i n t e r ~ r n i i i ~  to~~-ils, nnil the Park~viq line, in addition to its 
use as prinii~rily designed, l)rincipally for the maiateiiaiice of 
the Ocean Pavk~vity i~ncl Coiicoa~*se, may serve an additional 
useful purpose ees a service pipe for tlle property along the 
Parkway. 



The followiag statczment shows the work performed by the P u ~ k  
pumpi'ng-engine and the dated yield of the well, f o r t h  period 
exfending from June 5, 1871, to Dece-~~ber 3 1,  1879. 

" I 
1, 1878. . . . . . . . . . . .  37,911,752 

6 c  May 1,1878 to October1 
1, 1878. . ( 59,nii,t.:16 

'( October 1, 1878 to May 
1, 1879. ........... 27,357,000 

" May 1,1879 to October. . . . . . . . . . .  62 
1, 1879. . . . . . . . . . .  . I  59,660,436 ( 

" October 1, 1879 to De- 
. . . . . . . . . .  cember 31, 1879.. .. 18;377,39Z 18,377,3921. 19 

- -- -- . -- -- .-- - - -- - .- .- .. - - 
- - -- - . -- - - 

D A T E .  

-- - - - 1 -- -- 
.. . . . . . . .  Totals.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 885,407,072 21,442,396 1 PO? 

' 
* Used from July, 1868, to September, 1871. 

-- 

From J u n e  5,1871 toseptern- 
ber 10, 1871 . . . . . . .  

" September 10, 1871 to 
May 1, 1872 ....... 

" May 1, 1872 to October . , 1, 1872.. . . . . . . .  
'. October 1,1872 to May 

21,525,504 

46,877,644 

103,080,824 

~ 

I 
21,525,504; 15,081,176* 

I 

149,968,468; 41,888 

1, 1873.. . . . . . .  50,156,304 
" May 1, 1873 to October 

1, 1873 ............ 61,381,496. 

5 

25 

" October 1, 1873 toMay 
1, 1874. . . . . . . . . .  

" May 1, 1874 to  Octo- 
ber 1, 1874 . . . . . . . .  

" October 1, 1874 to May 
1, 1875.. .......... 

" May 1,1875 to October 
1, 1875. ............ 

" October 1, 1875 to May 
1, 1876.. . . . . . .  

79 

25 

23 

49,212,372 i 66,821,348 

47,124,176 

65,367,984 j 
38,817,416 ' 

" May 1, 1876 to October 
. . . . . . . . .  1, 1876. . I  

" O c t ~ b e r  1, 1876 to May 
1, 1877.. .......... 

111 537,800' 2,934 404 

116,033,720/ 1,119,008 

87,078,288 1,384,548 37 
48,360,872 

,28,279,108 j 1 

112,492,160 

" May 1,1877 to October' 93,710,936 72,656 60 
1 ,  1877 1 65,431,828 1 

" October 1.1877 t o  Nav, 1 

1,461,592 



Y I E L D .  1 Gallons. 

Average yieln per year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Maximum 

BIinimum.. .......................... 

. . .  Yield of Park Well i n  1878. 
Used by hotels at  Coney Island ... 

" for spr inkl~ng Ocean Parkway. 
" Prospect Park . . . . .  

From June to October of ench year, the well has been operated twenty-four 
hours per day ; during the year 1878, the englne was stopped only fonr claps 
d u r ~ n g  the sumnler months, and during 1879 only two days. 1'1rvl~ins to 1878 
no  water vab used below theX~ng 's  highway on the Parkway. The m a n  to Corey - 
Ibland was laid in 1877, and was opened for use early i n  1878. 

87,675,638 

87,675,638 

' Gallons. 

Yield of Park Well in 1879.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Used by  hotels at  Coney Island. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

" for sprinkling Ocean Parkway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" " Prosl~ect Park . .  ........................ 

SPECIAL WORKS. 

. . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . .  

......... 

Of the special works which have been from time to tirne 
placed uncler charge of the Brooklyn Park Commissioners, and 
which ha&, in ~vhole or in part been carried to substantial 
completion, the .most important was the Ocean Parkway and the 
Concourse at Coney Island, to which reference is specially made 
in a portion of the following pages. These special works are 
enumerated as follows : 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
7,766,250 

10,909,379 
69,000,000 
--- 

11,001,748 
11,100,000 
64,015,688 

Ninth avenue and Fifteenth street. 
Washington avenue. 
Ocean avenue. 
Coney Island avenue. 

87,017,436 

87,017,436 - 

I n  all cases, the contemplated improvements pertained to 
streets and avenues bordering upon or contiguous to the Pwk, 
the work being provided for by special enactments of the Legis- 
lature. I n  view of the relations that these thoroughfares were + 

to bear to the Park, it was quite proper that the Park Commis- 
sioners should largely determine the character of the work to 
be done, as well as to regulate and establish the necessary 
grades. Where practicable the work was done by contract. 





NINTH AVENUE AND FIFTEENTH STREET. 

Both of these thoroughfares were widelled during the early 
yeitrs of the Park work, and some modification of the grades 
were made by the Commissioners and approved by the Common 
Couilcil, in order to adjust the gri~des of certain streets abut- 
ting upon tlle Park bounda~y. Upon these works the Com- 
,rliissioners expeiicied the s ~ i n  of $29,086.10. T l ~ e  inclebtedness 
thus incurred is provided to be paid by the act of tlle Legis- . lature, chapter 546 of the Laws of 1875, out of moneys to be 
raised for completing the iiiiprovemeiit, as well as the ai~iount 
already espended by the Conlniissioiiers. Uiitil recently, 
neither of these streets were used to any considerable extent, 
except by two lines of r;til~oi~d, which have seemed to afford all 
the accon~modation demi~nded by the 1~nblic. 

The Coinmissioners ha1 e alwihys regarded the property lying 
along the western border of the Park as valuable, and 21s forming 
part of a very attractive portiou of the city, in view of its prox- 
imity to the P;trk, the favorable character of its topography, 
, a d  for its general eligibility. This in common with otlicr neigh- 
borhoocls, has felt the effect of the busiiiess depression ~vllich - has so long prevailed, aild there has been, naturally, little dis- 
position on the part of capitalists ancl others to improve any 
coi~siderable portion of it. Having this in view, the Commis- 
sioners, under whdse care a portion of Niilth avenue and 
Fifteenth street Tvas placed by Ihe Legislature, deemed i t  un- 
wise to enter upon ally scheme of improvement which must, in 
the nature of things, be prenlatnre in its effect, and if carried 
out upon a scale wl~ich would meet the approral of tlze authori- 
ties and of the Conimissioners themselves, woulcl have entailed 
~ p o n  the property during this long series of years a l~eaqy 
burden. This view wiis adhered to against the urgeilt opposi- 
tion of sorrle of the owners who have since frankly admitted the 
wisdom of the course adopted by the Park Commissioners. 

Whenever it shall be deemed a favorable time to improve 
these streets it ought to be done in a substantial and satis- 
factory manner. The pavement should consist of one or the 
other of the most improved stone blocks, either of New Jersey 
trap-rock or of granite. 

I n  advance of laying dowi~ the superstructure, the necessary 
sewers should be constructed and the water and gas pipe put 
down, so that proper time for settlement of the earth in the 
trenches may be allowed for and the finishing work thoroughly 
done. What is here said applies more particularly to Ninth 



avenue oil the Park sicle, but is quite true in a large measure - 
of Fifteenth street, which is clestined to become an important 
line of communication between the south~vestern portion of 
the city and the surburban towns. 

\VASHINC;TON AVENUE. 

The act providillg for the improvement of this avenue for a 
length of 7,100 feet, contemplatecl its increase in wicltll to eighty 
feet, necessitating the aclclition of w strip ten feet in width along 
the westerly line of the street. The necessary legal proceeding4 
were enterecl upon for the taking of the wclditional land required, 
and upon the approval of the report of the Commissio~lers 
appointecl by the Supreme Court, plans for the gracling and 
paving were prepared ancl the work snbsecyuently let in two 
sections. 

The first section extended from Atlantic avenue to the city 
line, a distance of 5,0521Lb feet, and upon wlrich the specifics- . 
tions contemplated the p;~rtial regrading of tlic street, made 
necessary by the change in its wiclth, ancl also to repave, recurb 
and gutter the whole street. 

The Commissioners designed from the outset to expend as . 
little money as possible upon the work, desiriilg to reinit to the 
future, when tlle character of the street would be more clearly 
defined, the cluestion of a more substanti;~l and cost1;y improre- 
ment. For this reason, the contractor was yernlittecl to make 
use of all the material on the line of the street, including curb 
ancl gntter, paving stones and flagging that might he foullcl 
available, in view of the temporary character of the contempla- 
ted improvement. Uncler these conditions this section of the 
avenue was let to and the work promptly perforn~ecl by Mr. 
Thomas McCaim, of this city, for the sum of $2.20 per lineal foot. 

The second section, 2,048 feet in length, mas nlade up of 
that portion of the avenue lying within the town of Flatbush, 
and was let to Mr. B. It. Sturges, and the work satisfactorily 
performed within the prescribed time for the sun1 of $5.25 per 

I lineal foot. This latter contract included the furnishing of a 
considerable amount of extraneous material for filling, together - 

I with new curb and gutter wild paving stoi~e for the entire road- 
WR V 

"J - 
Washington avenue runs through an important section of the 

city and affords a direct line of cominunicatioli to the Park and - 
to the town of Flatbush. 

There are no indications of any improvemeilts such as would 
have warranted any large expenditure beyoncl providing, as the 
Commissioners have already done, a practicable and convenient 
thoroughfare. 



OCEAN AVENUE. 

During the latter part of 1875 the opening and improvement 
of this avenue was agreed upon between the Park Commission- 
ers and the authorities of the town of Fli~tbush, and after the 
necessary legal proceedings had been successfully accomplished, 
the work was proceeded with under contriict with Mr. William 
P. Stnrges. This avenue forms the lower portion of the south- 
easterly boundary of the Park, and extends from the Willink 
entrance, at Flatbush avenue ailcl Franklin avenue, in the town 
of Flatbush on the south. 

The plan of the improvement provided for a street 100 feet 
in width, divided as follows : A 50 feet roadway, a sidewalk on 
the westerly side of 30 feet, aiid on tlle easterly side of 20 feet 
in width. The length of the avenue was 3,013 feet. A blue stone 
curb and g u t t ~ r  clefines a ~ l d  l in~its  the roadway on each side 
and parallel with the curb, and extendiiig 10 feet in width. 
Toward the centre of the road is laid i~ strip of cobhle-stone 
paving, with a view to facilitate drainage and protect the road 
on each side from the action of storms, kc. The remaining 
space, of 30 feet, fomn~ing the central or msin portion of the 
roadway, is made up of filling of gravel of the neighborhood, 
carefully selected, from which large stones have been removed, 
and the whole substantially rolled to a good surface. At a later 
periocl two rows of thrifty maple trees were planted and boxed 
on the sicle~valk of  this avenue, adjoining the Park. 

The opening and construetioil of this avenue completes the 
system of ~ x t e r i o ~  roadways contemplated in the original 
scheme of the P i ~ k  Improvement, but which in this instance had 
been deferred and p~actically abandoned by the Commission- 
ers, in consequence of the opposition of the property owners, 
the indiffrrellce to the recommendations of the Commissioners 
evinced by the authorities of the city, a114 to some extent, the 
excessive value placed upon the land proposed to be taken. 
Subsequeiltly, however, the co-operation of the authorities of 
the town of Flatbush was secured, a i d  the project was satis- 
factorily carried out to completion. 

CONEY ISLAND AVENUE. 

This avenue forms the lower southeasterly boundary of the 
* 

Park, from the city line a t  Fifteenth street and Eleventh avenue 
to the entrance of tlle Park a t  the junction of Franklin avenue 
and the old Coney Island road. 

Having been petitio~led to do so, the Park Commissioners, 
representing the eity, joined the property owners along the line 



of the avenue in an improvement of a subordinate character, 
which, while involving the expenditure of a comparatively small 
amount of money ($2,411), has provided a convenient roadway, 
and was in all respects satisfactory to the parties interested. 

The work was let uncler coiltract to Mr. Thoinas Glevry for 
the sum of $3.84 per lineal foot, sac1 coiisisted of the necessary 
grading, together with a strip of cobble-stone paveineilt ancl 
curb and gutter on tlie westerly side of the road. 

The iilterveiling space a t  the northerly eilcl of this improve- 
ment, across the circle at Fifteenth street and Eleveilth avenue, 
was irnprovecl a t  the espeilse of the Coniinissioilers by special 
coiltract with the coiltractor of Coney Islancl :~r~enue. 

EAST SIDE LANDS. 

For several years past public attention has been more or less 
directed to the lar5e area of property beloaging to the city, . 
under the coiltrol of the Commissioners, kilowil as tlle east side 
lands, ailcl forming part of the Park, as originally taken for 
that purpose. 

This area lies on the easterly sicle of Flntbush avenue, and - 
exclusive of tlle Beservoir (wllich occupies ail ;%re;& of 11; acres), 
contains 121 acres, aiicl is bo~ulcled bp Fla tbush and Van- 
clcrbilt avenues, TTarren street ancl T4Tasllington avenue, ter- 
ininatiiig at tlle south at the clivicliilg line hetween the city and 
the town of Flatbush. The rarious cliscussions, both on the 
part of tlie public and the Con~missioners, ailcl the several legal 
processes which have led to the abandoliilleilt of these lands for 
Parlc purposes, have been made known from time to tinie i11 
the previous reports of the Commissioners, aiid in the daily 
papers, aiicl are n~ensurably familiar to our citizens. 

The scheme considered alld matured by the Comn~issioners, 
nild sanctioned by the highest legal authority of the State for 
the sale of these lands, has, like most important coiltemporary 
enterprises elkwhere, been arrestecl and 11elcl in abeyance for 
reasons pateilt to tile thillking men of the conlmunity, pending 
the remarkable period of bnsiness clepression and stagnation - 
through wllicl~ the country, it is now believed, is happily 
emerging. 

During tlie progress of work upon the Park in the early 
years of its construction, no chaiige was effectecl in the pre- * 

vailing features of the east sicle property. The first consider- 
able work coilsistecl in opening the Eastern Parkway, from the 
plaza to Washiilgtoil avenue, in~-olving tlle removal of 231,000 
cubic yards of material above the established grade. Following 



upon the conln~eilcement of this work in 1871, and its completion 
in 1873, further quantities of material were removed from time to 
time from points where the same was in excess, and was used 
to fill up the low grounds within the boundaries of the east side 
lands, which work was done at prices that were known to be to 
the ;tclvantage of the city. At a later date the various and per- 
sistent oppositions to the proposed sale of a portion of these 
lands were nleawrably overcome by the Commissioners, and 
with the approval of the public generally, steps were at once 
taken looking to the carrying out of their plan of sale ; accu- 
rate snrvep of the area was ordered, which included the location 
and extension of the city streets and avenues through it, together 
with a careful stucly of grades to be established with a view to 
the most favorable developinellt of the property. It must be 
borne in mind that  ail^ svstenl of exteilsion through it of the 
city streets to prove of practical utility, must of necessity connect 
with, and their grades must coliform to, those arbitrarily estab- 
lishrcl loy the city authority upon the streets and avenues sur- 
rounding the Park. 

The projection of Sackett street, otherwise known as the 
Eastern Parkway entailed at once the necessity for this co-op- 
eration of interest. The grading involved at the outset 
the extension of the easterly slope of the Reservoir as an 
ei~giileering necessity, and after a conference of the engi- 
neers, respectively, of tlle Park Comn~issioiiers and the Water 
Board, as to the amount of adclitional property required, pro- 
ceedings were instituted hy joint co-operation of the Park Com- 
missioners and Water Board to obtain 1egisl:ttive authority for 
the transfer of the lancl required. This authority having been 
secured, a con~mission agreed upon by the city authorities 
and the Park Commissioners, coilcristing of Messrs. Thomas 
Sullivan, Jollil French and Silas Ludlum, was appointed to 
value the propertj to be taken, and their report was approved 
without modification. At this point of the proceedings it was 
discovered that by an imperfection in the law, no provisioi~ had 
been made for the transfer of the nloney resultiilg from the sale 
of the land from one department to the other, notwitl~standing 
the .fact that the law originally placed the absolute control of 
a11 inonej s resulting fron~ the sale of any of the Park lands in 
the Commissioners who were further authorizkd to pay there- 
from all expenses incurrccl in coililection with the said lands, 
out of the first moneys wl~ich should be received from their 
sale or any portion thereof. 



The failure to recognize this right in this special act, however, 
made it necessary to transfer the rnoiiey in question to the 
custody of the Sinking Fund Commissioners, but the Park 
Commissioners sought aiid obtainecl relief horn tlle following 
Legislature wit11 tlle coilseiit ancl co-ol~eration of the city 
authorities, and subsequeiit1~- obtainecl the full xmount of money 
in question. I11 connection mith the surrey ttllndecl to, with a 
view to a reasonable developnient of the resources of the area, 
Uiderhill avenue, Butler street and Park place were opened, 
grader1 and pared by sl3ecia1 contract and the preparations 
made at once for a sale of a 13ortioi1 of tlle 1~rop~rty .  Maps 
were printed slloming tlle 1iuml)er ancl locatioil of the lots 
aggregating over 1,000 in all, in the several portions of the prop- 
erty wllich i t  was proposecl to sell. The fnrtlier prelimiilaries 
of a sale by public auctioil mcre arrnngcvl for iu 1874, and the 
sale itself was aypoiiited to tilke place in Deceinber of the same 
yertr, in cl(~fere1i~e to what appeared to he an expressed public - 
opiuion, h11t at a meeting of the Common Council, held on the 
16th of Norember, 1874, the follox ing rcsoll~tions were passed, 
tlie effect of nhich, nTixs to sus1)end inclefi~lit~ly the proposed 

" IVhei-eas, because of financial ~ccyuirenie~lts tlie Boarcl of 
Park Commissioners claimed to be c:tlIecl upoil to sell at public 
auction the property l~elonging to tllr city kiiowii as the east 
side lancls ; :~ili( 

"Whereas, it is the opiilioii of those most conipeteilt to judge 
that a sale of said property in tlle l~reserlt depressed condition 
of the market for real estate will in serious loss to the 
city, as also prove very inju'i~us to the interests of the citizens 
holding real estate for a market, partical;~rly in the vicinity of 
the proposed sale ; therefore 

" Resolziet?, Thitt tile Parli Conlmissioners l)e and they hereby 
are e,zrilestly requcstcd to l)ostl)oi~e the sale to n period of time 
wllich shall indicate soirle possi1)ility of obtaining nearer the 
value of the property than is no\\- lx-omisecl, ailcl the Maj-or and 
Con~ptroller be and they are herebj- autl~o~izerl to confei* with 
tlie Board of l'arli Conimissioilers, and tender to tlien~ such 
financial as inay be legal :~nd proper, that their legal 
demands and the interest of the city in tlle property be fiilly 
protected by securing a postpouen~rnt of the sale to a niore 
promising opportuility. " 

A small portion of the area nearest the plaza has been graded 
in part, the renioval of the material llaviilg been done at a very 



small cost. I n  one or two instances contractors, requiring filling 
for their own purposes elsewhere, have been permitted to take 
it from the east side lands without cost to the Park Commis- 
sioners. No other moneys Lave been expended beyond such as 
was absolutely necessary from time to time in the care and 
supervision of this area. 

It is hardly necessary to say, perhaps, that the Commission- 
ers realized, and have al~valys clone so, the desirability of 
promptly disposing of the considerable portion of tliis property 
at fair prices, and hale rilacle every reasonable effort to do so, 
that the city may be beilefitecl thereby and in~pro~ernents of a 
character suitable to tlle neighborhood encouraged and fos- 

. tered. 
Had the Comrnissioners bee11 ellabled by the aid of intelligent 

public sentiment to overcome the captious and personid opposi- 
tions to tlreir scllen~e in regi~rcl to this area at an earlier day, it 
is only reasonable to infer that a satisfactory side would have 
been successfully accomplisheel preaious to 1873, the result of 
which, it is confidently believed, would have demonstrated the 
practicability and wisdom of tlie policy advocated by the Park 
Con~missioners. 

There is an inclebtedness amounting to $34,655.51, which has 
been incnrred by the Park Cornmissioners from time to time for 
authorized expenditures, the payment of which is provided for 
by law. The Commissioners have now in contemplation, the sale 
of a portion of these lailils at such favorable time during the 
comiilg year, as their judgrrient shall approve. The proceeds of 
this sale, together nit11 the rnoneys derived and to be derived 
ancl justly clue from the assessinent of tlle property surrounding 
the Parli, which h i~s  beer1 legally acljudgecl to have beell bene- 
fited thereby, will, it is believed, in a very material degree serve 
to reduce the amonnt o f  indebtedness incurred in the original 
construction of the Park, ancl recluce the Park debt, so called, \ 

to an amo~rnt a t  which tltere can be little complaint as com- 
pared with the benefits resulting from so n~arkecl and consider- 
able a public irnprovemeilt. 

The grading and paving of Underhill aveime, to the Eastern 
Parkway involvecl the necessity of lowering and relaying the 
force mitin whicll conne6ts tlle pumping eiigine at Warren street 
with the high service reservoir on Prospect Hill. This main* 
had been placed within a few feet of the natural surface, doubt- 
less as a measure of economy, in view of the fact that while a 
system of grades had been established by the city for the con- 
tinuation of the other streets through the east side area, it was 
believed notwithstanding the alteration of the grade of Flatbush 



avenue, that the necessity for the larger espencliture required - 
to place the pipe below the grades of the street, to which the 
ordinances recyuirecl thein to be n1tiiim:rtely regulated, were so 
remote as to justify, as an engineering expeclient, the placing of 
the pipe as above clescribecl. The Park Coininissioners holcl 
that the expenses iiivolvecl in lorn-eriug and rela)-iag this pipe so 
as to coi~fornl to a system of gracles estahlishrcl by the city, and 
over wliicl~ the Park Commissioners exercisecl no control, and 
to which the grade of the Parkway itself mas required in effect 
to conform, was properly chargeable upon the city, and the 
whole work should have been done by and at the expense of the 
B o ~ ~ r d  of City Works. A difference of opinion as to which De- 
partment should bear the expense of this work has led to a 
~)~stponement  of any colmsideratioii of the question of its settle- 
inc.nt. The Coinn~issioners, havii~g been under the necessity 
o f  completing the street openings upoil which iniprovements 
under contract were in progress, assuimlecl the burden of this - 
expenditure n~lder protest, alicl the work, ~vlmicll was clearly a 
general public benefit and of no imn1ecli;~tc concern to tlie Park 
or the east sicle lands, was satisfactorily completeel. The Park 
Conlnmissioners are prepared at it111 time to enter upon an acl- . 
justnient of the alnollilt iiivolvecl in this expenditure, which 
they feel they were, by tlle exigencies of the case, forced to 
assume unjustly. 

EASTERN PAIZKTVAY. 

This important work was comnienced in 1871 and completed 
in 1874. The description of the plan, together with details of 
construction, are to be founcl in previous reports of this com- 
mission. In  the earlier historj- of the work, through defects in 
the lam or ambiguity in its iimterprett- tio on as to the manner of 
raising nmoney for its constrnction, the ~vork sugercd from a 
considerable delay, the bmdeu of mhiclm fell bugely upon the 
contractor, Mr. Thoinas McCani~, 1~7110 was forced to assume 
large financial responsibilities for a considerable period with- 
out aicl from tlle city. The moclificatioii of tlie law and the . 
correction of the defects alluded to weye accomplished by the 
aicl of the Legislature, slid no trouble was encountered in t l ~ e  
further progress of the work. 

The design, involving a large outlay of rnoney, contemplated 
EL central drive and a traffic road on each side, together with 
attendant promenade and ordinary sidewalks. The line of the 
improvement was projected through a territory marked in its 
topography, and material changes of the surface iiivolved the 



removal of large quantities of material, which, however, was 
made of substantial use for filling, upon acljacent 1)roperty below 
the established grade. The very exteilsive area of property in- 
tended to be beriefited by the constructioii of this roacl, was 

I owned in large parcels by a few gentlemen who were principally 
instrumental in procuring the eilactrneiit of the law which 
placed this work, without solicitatioil or desire on their part, 
under the charge of the Park Commissioners, and tliey other- 
wise cleared the way for :LII early completion of the work which 
it was agreed shoulcl be prosecnteci at the expense of the 
property benefited. Had the reasonable espectatioiis with 
regard to the effect of this in~proveinent upon the property, 
been realized, there call be little doubt as to the successful dis- 

' 

position of the adjacent property thus benefited, but it will be 
remembered that the business clepression, elsewhere alluded 
to, followed closely upon the completion of this work, aiicl its - effect upon the sales of real estate was immediate, ancl from 
which this, as well as other desirable property, suffered such 
serious effects. Busiiiess in this class of spechlation and 
investmeilt was everywhere affected iu like manner, and no - foresight was able to avert its disastrous consequences. 

Neither the city nor the Park Cornmissioners are in any way 
responsible for the change to which all property mill be required 
to adapt itself, alid while tlle era of bold real estate enterprises, 
lavish and sometiuieb wasteful expenditures, has properly 
passed away, there is still all ample field for the exercise of 
legitimate undertakings, among which the iinproven~erlt and 
sale of property map be properly classed. 

I t  by no means follows, however, that this property will not 
ultimately bring sl~bstaiitial reward to its owners ; on the con- 
trary, the Comnrissioners believe that it will derive greater id -  
vantages proportionately from the improvements already made, 
exceptional in -character, than would have been likely to follow 
the otherwise slow ancl characterless developmerlt of so isolated 
and apparently unattractive a territory. 

At present the Eastern Parkway is a well-used thoroughfi~re, 
and affords a co~ivenie~lt line of communication with the 
business portion of the city for a large and important section of 
the community. I n  coiijunction with Bedford avenue, which is 
one of the rnost conspicuous and direct lines of travel with the 
Eastern District, the Parkway affords a substantiitl, pleaseilt 
and conlmodious exit for busii~ess traffic and pleasure riding; 
the facility afforded for reaching the Park and the principal 
roadways to Coney Island forms no inconsiderable claim among 
the advantages to be derived from it. 

6 



As with other works 1111der the cliarge of the Commissioners, 
the prorisioi~s for its care ailel preserri~tion are not such as a 
work of this character and magnitude require, ilor is it in the 
interest of the property or the city to continue to permit the 
excessive deterioration to which i t  is necessarily subjected, in 
consequence of the limited appropriations placed at the dispo- 
sal of the Commissioners. 

THE OCEAN P.4RHWBT BED CONEY ISLAND. 

The initiation of this work ant1 its relations to the Park, 
together with an account of its constrt~ction so far as the Xing's 
Highway, a distance of three and one-quarter miles froin the 
easterly entrance of the Park, have beell  cry fully described in 
previous reports. The project of constrnctiilg a broacl highway 
frorn Brooklyil to Cone? Islancl hacl been discussecl and ap- 
p r o ~ e d  by the Park Coinn~issioners as early ils 1867, and it re- 
ceived the sanction of the LegislA~~re sho~t ly  after. Plans 
were prepared ailcl the necessary legal stells werr taken to ac- 
quire possession of tlie land, and the work was completed to 
King's Highway in the autumn of 1873. 

The Comnlissioners foulid tliernselres surrounded with many 
en~harrassineilts, i11 thus early forecasting the 1)ossibility and 
desirability, if not the lieeel of suburban drives, which, begin- 
ning at the Park ancl terminating at the ocean, would present a 
thoroughfare of rare attrtwtions. While tlie first section of the 
roacl was being constructed, property owners and inally conser- 
vative, right-minded citizens as well, exlxessecl graITr doubts as 
to there being ill17 jl~stification for it, they questioilecl tlie utility 
of the work and urged, if persisted in with earnestness, that i t  
must be finisl~ecl wit11 the nzost ecni1omic;~l expenditure. These 
influences to some extent deterrliinecl the generi~l quality arlcl 
character of the inlprorelllent. So fitful and uncerti~in was the 
travel ailcl t m 6 c  with the couiity towns, nnd so little were the 
suburban district and ocean views v;xluecl for their attractions, 
by tlie larger part of the community, that the construction of 
this road was opposed as unnecessary. At a later period public 
opinion had taken clefiiiite shape in its favor, but the local oppo- 
sition and prejudice were such that it required the exercise of 
great caution ancl judgment on the part of the Con~missioners, 
to secure the just recognitioil and success of the work then 
completed. 

As ail instance in point i t  may be stated thilt the plan of the 
improvement was materially rnoclifiecl ancl oheapeaed in defer- 
ence to the desires of the property owners, who insisted that 



- the distance from the Park to their property over the contem- 
plated route was so great as to practically debar them from 
participation in any accruiiig benefits. Another obstacle to the 
extension of the road was niet in the Prospect Park Fair 
Grounds Association, through whose property the proposed 
route lay. To meet these opposing elements the Commission- 
ers found it desirable to determine upon a temporary completion 
to this point, until time should justify the wisdom of their 
further plans. 011 opeiiirlg this Drive, its use by the public be- 
came general, aiid its value and desirability were at once 
acknowledged. The msult farther scoured mas the withdrawal 
of local opposition, the co-operation of those who had been 
arrayed against it, and the securii~g of legislation necessary to 
the extensioil of the road to the ocean, in the years 1874-5. 
Title to the 1i~lld was acquired, and the work was extended upon 
the same eeneri~l plan as that already completed. The lower 
portioii of this work, comprising a distance of two aiid one- 
quarter miles, was put urlcler contract to Rlessrs. Curtin &- 
O'Brieii, the lowest bidders, of this city, at a cost of $5.95 per 
lineal foot, wllicll price comprehended the entire filling, grading, 
paving, surfacing, aiid plaiiting of trees essential to a cornpletion . 
of the improvement. The work was finished in the month of 
November, 1876, and was : ~ t  oxice throw11 open to the public, by 
whom it was quickly appreciated and utilized as a delightful, 
convenient and substanti;tl thoroughfare to the ocean. 

The construction of this second sectioii of this work, the 
results of which have contributed so much toward attracting 
atteiitior~ to the great availability of Coney Island as a popular 
seaside resort, followed immediately on the confirmation of the 
report of the Coi~i~nissioilers of Estimate aiid Assessment, 
approved by the Suprenie Court. The general plan of the 
work corresponded with that of the first sectioii and comprised 
a central roadway of 70 Seet in width, and bordering upoil 
it on eitlrcv side a promeiiade or broad'walk 30 feet in width. 
An additional roadway 25 feet wide for business purposes 
was placed on the side of the main sidewalk, and a walk . 15 feet in width was additionallly provided for next to the 
building line. This line, by legal restriction, is confilled to 
within and beyond 30 feet of the extreiiie limit of the iniprove- 
ment, which is 210 feet wide. The mode of construction is very - simple, the matevial of tlle grading was principally found upoii 
the line of the work, and consisted of light loam and gravel 
peculiar to this portioii of the island. With proper preparation 
and care it makes an admirable road for pleasure driving. 
The bed of the principal roadway to the depth of 12 inches, is 



composed of selectee1 gral-el from wllich all stones of large size . 
were esclucled. The surface mas carefully shaped and rolled 
uiltil a proper bond mas securecl. The side roads, after being 
properly graded, were coverecl with six inches of gravel. The 
sidewalks, inclucling the proinellade or central walks, were 
graded a i d  covered with six iiiches of soil, upon which grass- 
seecl was sown with a view of securing i L  toug11 sod ; six rows of 
trees, consisting of elms and inaples of approved varieties for 
the principal portions of the roacl, and tlie golden wilZozo. for 
that portion more directly affected by the salt air, mere plailted 
the whole length of the roadway. Nothing of an exceptional 
character in construction was encountered in tlle progress of 
the work escept in connectioll witli the crossii~gs of two 
marshes, originally formed by the action of the sea, one 1,600 
feet  ad the other 1,200 feet long, the latter clivicl~d by Coiley 
Islnncl creek, an arm or inlet of the sea, the ~xisteace of 
wllich creek gives distinction to Coney Islalid as au island. 

011 Coiiey Isl:~ncl, with the exception of a small piece of up- 
- 

land, which, ~vit l~out doubt, was originally the end of the maill 
peninsulzt, the roadway passed over the white sand formatioil 
pecu l i :~~  to this portion of the coast. The entire length of 
the inzprovenient, from the King's High~vay (a roadway built by 

- 
the Englisll in tbe 16th century), and extending across the land 
fronz Grnveseacl Bay to the ilortlierly line of the Concourse 
Drive, is 11,814 feet ; while that of the upper portion, finished in 
1873, is 16,833 fcct -1nalzing a total length fro~n the southwesterly 
e~ltrance of the Park at tlie junction of the olcl Coney Island 
road and Franlilin avenue, in the town of Flatbnsh to the Con- 
course, of 2S,Ci!17 feet, ~ ~ l l i c h  is ( 5 s ~ )  miles ~~~~~~~~. 

Tlie ~ ~ o r l r  involved the moving of nearly 22,600 cubic yards of 
material, a b o ~ ~ t  10,000 square yarcls of rough cobblestone 
paving, and tlle planting of 3,000 trees, together with such otlier 
details of work as are incidental to roacl building of this char- 
acter. Messrs. O ' E r i c ~  & Curtin, the contractors, also con- 
structecl a bridge which carries t l ~ e  roadway over Coney Island 
creek, at a cost of about $3,000. No material, trouble was ex- 
perienced i11 crossing the marshes referred to beyond that of . 
providing for sligllt unifornl settlement incidental to the shrink- 
age of such material, which settlement is likely to leave some 
drpression in tllc surface to he repairecl by some additional 
filliilg from time to time. This bridge is 40 feet wide, and two - 
spans, of 20 feet each, carry o.ier tlie central clriveway, and two 
siclewallzs, 10 feet in width, inakiilg a total length of 90 feet. 
The e l ~ ~ a t i o n  of the floor of the bridge is five feet above mean 
high tide, each bent collsists of spruce piles placed five feet 



. from the centres, twelve inches in diameter a t  the head, and 
driven to the ultimate resistance. The piles were capped by 
white pine timber twelve inches square, morticed to the piles 
and secured by locnst pins. Floor beams, 4x12 inches, of 
~vliite pine, were placed two feet between centres, upoil which a 
flooring of three-inch yello~v pine plank was laid. . A handrail 
on each side of the roadway separates it from the sidewalk. 
The end bents were sheeted to the botton~ of the creek wit11 
three-inch yellow pine plank, against wliicll the filling a t  the end 
of the bridge rested. On the prelinlinary survey, the formatioil 
of the mud ancl vegetable growth, of which the marsh is com- 
posed, was found to be very irregular in depth, in some 
instances reaching 14 feet, and with a mean depth of 6 feet, 
material settlements were ~pprel~ended and occurred at several 
points during the constructioli ; but over the priucipal portion 
of this part of the work the settlemelit was but sliglltly in excess 
of that wliich attends ordinary filling for the same depth. This 
was due to two criuses, the caliief one being that the grade of the 
road at this point was arranged to meet the necessities only of 
the rniniinum fill of 4 feet, which It was assumed, the tough 
nlarsh sod would be able to bear or float upoil its surface. The 
work was begun in the latter part of April, and was substan- 
tially completed and open to public use in November of the 
same year. It has become the principal line of con~n~unication 
for tlie large and growing number of those who seek pleasure 
and anlusemcnt out doors, who ride in carriages to the sea- 
shore. 

An act passed by the Legislature of 1876 aiid 1877 anthorized 
tlle Commissioners to ap1)ropriate tl1e premium resulting from 
the sale of county bo~lds, which llad been withheld by 
the County Treasurer, to the extent of $17,070.99, for the fixr- 
ther purpose of extending the water supply along the line of 
the Oceal~ Parkway to Coney Island. The necessary plans and 
specifications having been agreed upon, the contract, after 
proper competition, was awarded to Messrs. O'Brien & Curtiii, 
the lowest bidders, at 53 cents per lineal foot ; the contract in- . volved the laying of a fonr-iiic~h cast iron pipe from the end of 
the pipe laid in 1873, to the Co~~course a t  Coney Island, with 
extensions east and west to the extreme limit of tlre county 
property. I t  also inclutlrd the ft~rnishing of a Beton Coignet 

- water-trough for horses, with suitable connections, two or- 
nainental drillking hy(1r;tnts located a t  tbe shelters, together 
wit11 the necessary hpilrnnts, stop-cocks, kc., along tlie line of 
the Parkway aiid tlle Concourse. 



The extreme length of the line was 19,950 lineal feet. To test . 
an invention which was recommended by engineers and others, 
a line, 600 feet in length, of six-inch mood and asphalt pipe was 
laid down, as an experiment, by the Aspllaitecl Tube Works of 
New York city. The iiiveiltioii coiisisted of a series of layers 
of wood veneers wound ro~xiicl a central core, with a course of 
aspllalt running between each layer. By experinleiits made at 
the shops of the company at H;zrlem, N. Y., a piece of pipe, com- 
posed of fi~le layers of wood, hacl under several trials, exhibited 
successfully, a pressure of five hunclred pouiids to the square 
inch. Tlle pipe was laid clo~va and was made use of during the 
fall of 1877, as a connecting link betweell the old six-inch cast- 
iron pipe and the four-inch cast-iron exteasiozl. It shortly gave 
indications of failure, many lengths soon breaking, one after 
another, thus interfering ~vitli the continuous delivery of water 
to the island. The interest ancl faith i11 the serviceableness of 
the pipe, was such on the part of the proprietors, that they - 
asked ancl obtaiilecl permissioii to substitute a pipe of greater 
strength, ~ i z . ,  of eight l:~yers of ~encer .  Tlie norli mas done 
pronlptly ancl the water tanlecl 011 tile line October 3, 1877. 
For a tilile no es~iclence of ~veakness \mas exhibitecl on the wooden - 
pipe until the e;xrly fall, w-llen the ~ i l ' e  nlti~liately failed. The 
experiment mas abancloned, and the pipe replacetl hy cast iron. 
Tlie evperiment was an interestiiig one, l ~ u t  t l ~ e  failare niay be 
attributed mainly to the water rain on tlie line of pipe due to the 
frequent opening and closing of the hydrai~ts, t11q limited iium- 
ber of wllicli was not snfficient to relieve the pressure of these 
blows, and to tlie fact, probably, that it was difficult to secure 
uniforinity of strellgtll aiid perfectness of material in all tlle 
pipe. The veneers used were of maple, carefully selected, free 
frorv~ knots or other defects, and cut ~vith uniform nicety by 
machinery from the roluid of the tiare. The shaping of the 
pipe was also effected by niacl~inerj, the asphalt was of the 
best quality, and great care was talien b.j t l ~ e  parties interested 
to insure success. Samples of t l ~ e  veneers wcre tested by tensile 
strains of 100 pounds to tlle square illell, th~zs far giring evidence 
of strength in tlie stmct~xre of tlle pipe. For light pressures . 
there can be no doubt that this pil)e is deserving of careful 
consiclerntion and trial, if the cost of snpl)l,ying it can be Iwought 
within the limit of succc~ssft~l competition with other water 
pipe. 

As a fitting tern~ination to this iinprovc.nient, the Commis- 
sioners, in behalf of Kiiigs county, o1)tain~c~ possessioii of about 
seventy acres of that portion of tlie Islancl, at the end of the Ocean 
Parkway, with a frontage of 2,750 feet, extending along and in- 



- eluding the niost desirable portion of the beach, with an average 
depth of 1,000 feet from high water mark. The Parkway extell- 
sion irltersects this property 1,250 feet east of its westerly 
boundary, the extreme easterly boundary being 1,500 feet from 
the same point. TVithiii this area a series of hills, or dunes, 

. for~ned by tlie erratic accurn~llations of sand, were found, some 
of them being froin 5 to 12 feet above high tide. A line or 
range of these hills, geilerally distant about 450 feet from the 
beach, as before iloted, was selected for the site of a so-called 
13each Concourse, or Ocean Promenade, for visitors in carriages 
and on foot. 

The plan of the work oonteniplated the constructiorl of an 
embankment of si~nd of suficient width to afford a base for an 
ample roadway for clriving, and acc~inrrlodation for pedes- 
trians as well. The cletibils of constructiorl mag be briefly 
described as follows : The cross section of tlse embankment 

. necessitated a width of about 135 feet in the aggregate. The 
sand was deposited on tlie line selected, to a height of 5:~ feet 
above high wder  iiiark on the front line, aiid (i feet on the rear, 
and iiivolved the removal of about 30,000 cubic yards of sand, 

- which was obtained entirely froni the area owned by tlie county. 
Tlle inateriid mas carefully gr~tclecl and faced by a slope toward 
the ocean of 3 to 1. Upon this slope, aiicl upon the upper sur- 
face of the entire length of the Concourse for a, width of 100 
feet, a covering of bituminous concrete pavement was laid. The 
material on the slopes was carried domii to low water mark. 
It is af uiliforni tlriokiiess (3 inches) and was comy)osed of equal 
quantities of selccted gravel ;mcl beach sand carefully dried in 
heated cylinders and mixed in clue proportion mritli refined coal 
tar and i~~ph; t l t ,  carefully prepared by the contractors, the 
Abbot Psverrlent Corrspa1l-j- of Brooklyn. 

All the work of prepxrdion was carefully done, the whole 
satisfactorily completed aild accepted early in September, 1876. 
This work was designed riot only to serve the purposes of a 
pleasant promenade drive, but also for use as a breakwater and 
a, substaiitial barrier to the encroachrnents of the sea, which, - unopposed, had often threatened the destruction of a portion of 
the Island and previously jeopardized the buildings and struc- 
tures already erected, ancl had often occasioned consiclerable 
damage to tlie work of enterprising lessees. 

In  1876 two open shelters constructed of wood, upon a pile 
foundation, were placed upon the Concourse at the junction 
of the Parkway, for the con~renience of visitors. These structures 
were built by contract with Mr. Van Riper of Brooklyn, were 

I 

open on all sides, and with convenient entrances on the front 



and rear. An overhailgiiig roof afiorcls protection from storm + 

and the heat of the sun. They cover eacli an area of 75 feet 
by 25, and, being amply provided with seats and tables, are 
much used throughout the season by ~is i tors  to the Island. 

In the summer of 1878 an arrai~gement was made with the 
Kings county Giislight Cornpaiiy to light the Coiicoursr with 
gas. Pipes mere laid clo~~-11 and a st~fficient i i u n ~ b e ~  of posts aiid 
lainps were put up to secure the necessary illuiliillatioii of the 
walks i~nd clrire during tlie season of 1878 nntl 1879. 

The follomiiig is a sketcl~ of ~vl l i~t  is kiio~vii of the earlier 
physical features, configuration and history of Coney Island, 
and may prove not ~minteresting. I n  the original patent grant- 
ed to Guisbert Op-Dyck for Coiiey Island, it is called Cunily 
Island, and by tlie DutcJl, Coiieyilen Eylanclt, from the ilame, it 
is coiijectured, of an ii~cliviclual who had possessed a part of it. 
Pine Island, the11 called Oonyiie Hook, ~vas  at that tinie sepa- 
r<~::-':l froiil the former by a creek, which llas since disappeared. . 

The entire Island, with the exception of a small borcler of np- 
1:tiicl i~lld marsh, is composecl of pnre white saiicl which, satu- 
rated at tlie level of high tide, presents the clistiiictive cliarac- 
teristics of the sea-beach, so familiar to our people. Above the - 
level of high water, ecceiitric f ~ ~ l ~ i i ~ t i o l l s  of sltiicl, prcseiitii~g 
aliliost every illlaginable forni to be assuined by such material, 
whose 1oc;~tioii aiicl perinaiiency vary 'wit11 ererg changing wind 
ancl storni, were fonncl. At various points these forniations 
clusterecl about the hardy ancl scant vegetation, priiicipally 
beach grass, red cedar aiid native laurel, peculiar to the Island. 

The presence of a comparatively rich soil on portions of the 
Island is doybtless due to the upheavals and accretions of rich 
deposits of mud from the bed of the ocean. To this has been 
added the decomposed vegetation which at an earlier period 
resulted from a more considerable x-egeti~ble growth than now 
exists. This, as JT-ell as the soil of the coiltiguous ~lizt.in land, bears 
to-claj sornr of the characteristics of the soil of tlie prairie, to 
which it assimilates solnewhat in its forniation aiid, like some 
portions of tlie prairie wliicll have heen burliecl over at certain 
periods, it owes its appearance to a like cause. A portioii of - 
the Canarsee Indians (which tribe claimed at  one tinie the whole 
of the laiids now iilclucled withill the limits of Kiiigs couiity) 
left interesting relics on the main land, ilear the southerly part 
of tlie Island, in tlie shape of imnieiise piles of shells. They = 

were very foiid of shell-fish, and these shell banks, formed evi- 
dently with sonie plan, have been found elsewhere on Long 
Island. Many years since, in initiating the work of con~t~ruction 



of the shell road on the lower end of the village of Gravesend, 
a road well known to the old residents of Brooklyn, these sllell 
banks were cliscovered and the shells were used in surfacing this 
road, for which they answered an admirable purpose. 

Two well defined lines of hills extending the full length of the 
Islaild and running pi~rallel ~vitli the ocean, the line ol whose 
domain has remained substantially unchanged for niiLny years, 
are now fast disappearing before the iml3rovernent of roadways 
and buildings, and works effected in the neighborhood. 

The old records of the toyn of Gravesend mention the fact 
that what is now known as Co1ir.y Island formerly consisted of 
three smaller islitnds, the easterly one being known as Sedge 
Bank Island ; another ;LS Gaisbert's or Will Johnson's Island, 
and the third as Piiley Island. Will Johnson's 1sl;tnd was an 
area which ilow forrns the celltrnl or rnain part of t l ~ e  Islitnd, 
from the line of the old Coney Island road, westerley to Van - Sicklen's hotel, and Piney Islaild b y  west of a line from Van 
Sicklen's hotel to Feltman's hotel, at  which poiiit at an earlier 
day the st~rface was sufficiently depressecl to form an inld, i~11d . 
was locally known as l'iney inlet. It is recorded thiit certain 

- accounts of money was received by t41e town of Bravesend for 
permits or licenses to cut cedar trees, which at that period, it is 
said, attained n growth s~~fficiei~tly large in that neighborliood 
to be used in the constrnc~tion of srrlall sailing vessels. I t  is 
further sl~owii permits were gr;~nted for pasturiilg cattle, 
thus indicating a sufficiei~t of vegetation to induce 
farmers to drive their cattle thither in the spring, where they 

I 

were permitted to remain during the sunirner aiicl early fall. 
The fishermen who at that time, pursued that exclusive c4ccu- 

patio11 in this vicinity in greater numbers than now, united to 
defray the necessary expense of opening an inlet froin a poiiit 
near tlle site of Van Sicklen's hotel to Gra~esr~iid Biiy, in o ~ d e r  
to avoid the longer ;~nd more boisterous passage along the 
coast, from Piney inlet to the point. The effect of this enter- 
prise was to s h o ~ ~ l  Piney inlet and finally close it up altogether. 
I ts  general course collld until cluite uecently, be traced by its 

* 
well defined line alld clepressed surface. A part of the inlet 
separating G u i ~ b e ~ t ' s  Tslaltd fro111 t l ~ e  Sedge Bank still exists, 
and is known as Sandy Creek. Its outlet, however, has been en- 
tirely closed up by the colnparatively recent formation of sand 
hills near Engeman's hotel. 

Of the mmy accounts which have been given of the wonderful 
changes that have taken place on the Island and its coast, 
the following extracts will be read with interest : " The more " 
< < extensive and extraordinary marine encroachments have been " 
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" and are now in continual operation upoil the south shore of" 
"the Island, the materials of which it is generally constructed" 
" being incapable of opposing any consiclerable barrier to the " 
"violence of minds ancl ~vares, especially d ~ l ~ i n g  the existence " 
"of heavy storms, elriving with incollceivable force and aug-" 
"mented energy against the soft and yielding substance of"  
"the headland and beaches. Its eEect and ritrages are per- " 
" ceptible to the most coinmoil ohserration froin one end of the " 
" Isli~nd to the other ; yet yrobablp in no one place so pal- " 
" pable :~s about Gravesend, and 13articularly in tlle neigl~bor- " 
" llooci of Coney Island. Mr. John Van Dyck recollects wlleil" 
"the beach at Coney Island mas conlposed of high and exten-" 
" sive sand hills, where it is no\\ a flat ancl level beach, some- " 
" tiines coverecl by the tides ; a id  he has cut grass upon a part " 
" of the beach which is no~v a fli~t iiad level beach, sometimes " 
" covered by the tides; and he has cut grass upon a part of" 
" the beach wl~icll is now at a considerable disteilcc ill the sea. " 
" At other pli~ct?~ where the n ater was of sufficieiit depth to " 
"float vessels of 50 tons, it is now solid ground. In  1839, over" 
"forty years ago, 5%. Court Lalie, of the same Illace, agecl 79, " 
" states that his graiiclfather, abont 110 years ago, .cut a quantity " 
" of cedar posts upon a part of Coney Island \r lllcll is now two " 
" niiles froin the ocean ; a i d  that he 11as lliiiiself cut fire~vood" 
" at a place now a mile and ;I half froin the shore. There was " 
" also a house upon Pine Islancl owned hy one Brown, the site " 
" of which is no\v a great way 21t seiL ; and that Pltuilib Islaild " 
"was once coverecl by fine timber, where there is none now, " 
" the greatest part of t l ~ e  land having I\~asllecl away." 

Several olcl maps, more or less coi~~prehensire of Coiley 
Island, are extant ; tlle result of careful surveys, by relialde sur- 
veyors. One of these was made by John Terl~une, who was born 
in 1766 and clied in 1842. He was a resiclent of Gravesend, and 
for many pears representecl that town as a Supervisor. 

Somewhere about 1806-10, a may of Gravesend, including 
Coney Island, was nlacle by hini for a town survey for the State. 
On this map, the first range of sand-hills p:~rallel with tlle - 
shore, were located much nearel the beach line thail is shown 
by later surveys. Another inill) is lcilo~i~il as tlle Jeremiah TVil- , 

liamsorl map, heliered to have been made previous to the 
Terhuiie map, sorne~vhere about 1765-70. Upon this is shown 
the so-ci~lled n~eaclow lots of the Nortll, Micldle and Ledge bank 
division, this division having been indicated for &lid in the 
interest of the thirty-nine original freeholders of the town. 



They were, it is believed, the first recognized owners of this 
portion of the Islancl, and some of their heirs and assigns have 
recently claimed portions of the Island on the basis of this 
recorded right. 011 this nlap is inz~cle the following singular 
;tad unique n~emoranduni : " This beach has, within the memory 
of living men, washed away nlore than a mile in one night." 
Other old surveys, the maps of ~ v l ~ i c h  show parts of Coney 
Island and Gravesend, were macle by Herman Lifford and 
Roger Strong. There are one or two other maps of interest, 
without date or other me;Lns of authentic identification. 

A more recent survey and inap was macle by the United States 
Coast Survey in 1835, another in 1855, and in 1875 the Engjneer of 
the P:trk Commission conlpleted a survey with the view to e care- 
ful comparisorlm~ith those which preceded it, slid which has served 
as the hasis for the s~lbsec~uellt operatiolls of the Comn~issioners 
ailcl otl le~s ill the vicinity. The older inhabitants of Gravesend 
claim to hale observed with great care, the :tlterations of the 
contour of the beach ai~cl c o u f i g ~ ~ ~ d i o n  of the Islaild generally, 
from time to time. These observations have continued tllrougl~ 
several years and seem to justify the opinion that iill almost 
orderly syst~ii1 of conipei~satiiig c h ~ ~ i g e s  is contiiiually taking 
placo in the shore line. These, are more or less directly 
due to meteorological pheno~i~ena of the spring and fall 
seasons. The preval~ilt winds and characteristic storms of 
these seasons preseilt distinct and well defined phases common 
to this latitude, only varying in a ma]-ked degree when storms 
of a somewhat eccentric cl iari~cte~ of long-continued a i d  un- 
usual severity, act in coiljmltion with tlle high tides. According 
to our own observations these changes possess a marlied ilicli- 
vidualitp. A restoration by storms of some portions of the 
Islaild that have beell altered or obliterated by previous storms 
is not u~iconi~lion, and it is equally true that portions of the , 
Island which have been enlarged at olie time by storm and tide 
lose their i~cc~etioils fi-oi11 the same cause at another. Recent 
surveys indicate that Coney Island has gained length by the 
accumulatioll of sand, thrm~gh several seasons. These changes 
are observecl, if  not more intelligently, certaintly by a greater 
number of people than forn1er1.y~ and they are oftener tlle sub- 
ject of newspaper notice. Comparisolls of the two latest sur- 
veys show that additions have been made to the easterly end 
and consiclevable losses 11;~ve occiirred a t  the lower or extreme 
westerly end. The principal line of sand hills rt~rliiing ill a 
generally easterly ancl westerly direction, is about 1,600 feet 
from the beach. A similar but less conspicuous sand formation 



maliing a secondary chain of elevations about 450 feet from the - 
beach ; both of these are now almost obliterated by recent im- 
provements. Howeve~ important these cl~anges may have been 
111 the past, there has operated cluring late years a force, or 

I series of forces, ~ v l ~ i c l ~  have with little apparent material alter- 
ation, counterbalancecl the loss and gain of surface, so that 
whtitever nzore of extent, variety of features and picturesquelless 
the Island affordecl to the sturcly Dutch burgher and his 
f:rmily, 200 peiirs ago, the modern visitor may be coagratulatecl 
upon enjoying with more certainty those extensive attrac- 
tions with wl~icll the Coney Island of to-clay, abounds. 

Wllile the safety of Coney Islancl l ~ a s  been greatly ensured by the 
interposition of coiisicleral~le embankments of filling, strengthen- 
ed mith structures of pile ancl heavy timber along the hotel 
water fi-onts, it is by no means improbable, that a phenomenal 
storrn nlay O C C L I ~  a11cl do great damage to portions of the Island. 
At certain times of the year, there is a ~ r e ~ ~ a l e ~ ~ c e  of ~~ioleil t  . 
\vinds and storms from the northeast and the aorth~vest respect- 
irelp. From ~~-incls from the former direction veering towarc1 the 
south, the most clestruction is to be loolied for, and the greatest 
care slloulcl be taken to guarcl against their effects. A north- - 
enst to sont11e:~st storm often brings in n 11eavy sea, which, 
rolling obliquely along the shore, aicled by powerful ticlal 
currents, wit11 such force as to warrant the greatest alarm. 

The severe storm of Jann:~ry, 1578, may he instanced as an 
example. One of these storms raging mith great force, the 
wiricls ancl tides in coiljunction, and long continued, would be 
liable to obliterate the most importi~nt improvements on the 
Island in a few liours. 

\/ Storlns from the northwest, while also prevalent, rarely 
bring in ;111 oceul~ smell, ~vllile the wares they raise fall up011 
the shore in a line nearly perpendicalar to the trencl of the ' 
coast. The projection of piers into the ocean a t  points alollg 
the face of the Island map n1tim:~tely destroy the surf, form 
bars, and so materially impair the attractions of bathing. 

The parks, the si11)urban improrements, such as the Ocean 
Parkway, tlle Concourse and other works at Coney Island, were - 
projeqtecl by the Comiilissioners ~vith reference to the demands 
of the future. They foresaw to a large extent what would follow, 
and their plans, whicli then lookecl so forinidable, are already 
recogmized as not exceeding the demand for them. They were - 
plans not for a season but for conzing yeaFs, and this is an ele- 
ment in all the nuclertaking! of the Commissioners to the con- . 
sideration of which, our citizens hare not always given proper 



weight. The Cominissioners have been compelled oftentimes 
for want of proper appropriations, to pursue a very mistaken 
econoiny in their judgment, in restricting some of their work 
to a basis that would so011 require repairs and not much later, 
to he built anew. 

T l ~ e  Coney Island of to-day, with its unequal improvements 
and its latent possibilities for becoming one of the most popu- 
lar seaside resorts in the world, is notably one of those clevelop- 
ments which the Cominissioners with reason, claim to have 
outlinecl and foreshadowed as the natural sequence to the 
scbemes now so intimately connected with the Island itself. 
Although large investments have been made tliere, carrying with 
them magnific~nt projects c:~lculated to secure poloalar approval, 
tliere is ill~lcli that is temporary, crude and unsightly. A few 
nominid allcl some real owners and lessees, indi~idual a i d  cor- 
porative, representing the interests of a few more people, are 
competing with each other and with those who may yet enter 
upon unoccupied ground, for the pecuniary profits that inay 
result from their various enterprises. As an outgrowth of this, 
there itre alrezdy tliree or four clistinct clustevs of buildings, each 
representing a variety of entertainmeilt for the public, and if 
the existing conditio~i of things continues m~ithout interruptioi~ 
or restriction, it will be but a very short time before the entire 
Island will beconie a u:mt and anomalous seasick conglomera- 
tion of hotels, p:~vilions and meretricious exhibitions, and shows, 
presenting ;I straggling, inco~lgruous and most andesirable ap- 
pearance, and, in large measure, disappointing if not destro~ing 
the public expectations. Tlrere are no watering places in Great 
Britain, or on the continent, which can afford such healthful 
enjoyment, with such conve~~icnce of access to such numbers of 
people, and it sta~ids almost without a rival in our own country. 
I t  is of peculiar allcl inlnlediate importance to Brooklyn, with 
her vapidly growing suburbs, which within the coining ce~itury 
may embrace this resort withill her limits, that Coney Isla~ld 
should be placed uncler a wise supervision in ortler that the 
people may enjoy equally and cheaply its present and future 
itttractions. 

I t  is desirable for economic and many other reasons that 
proper supervision sllo~xld be secured at the earliest inonlent. 
Long leases i ~ ~ l c i  absolute owneuship, with the in~provements 
that will naturally follo~v, will n, fern years hence, if tlris matter 
is delayed, seriously ernbi~rrass the prosecution of plans for a 
much wider enjoyment ancl resource. that could 11ow be accom- 
plished with econorrly and to general satisfaction. 



The problem continually presents itself how to provide the - 
greatest amount of ratioaal pleasure to the greatest number of 
people. I n  the exercise of their duties the possibilities and 
suggestions of Coney Island as a present and future resort for 
rest and recreation of our teeming population, have constantly 
engaged the attention of the Coi~~~nissioners. Our people 
should consider tliemsel~.es fortunate in controlling so impor- 
tant an interest, for instance in so fine a beach as comprises the 
Concourse at  tlle Island, ancl it 1-emains for them to demancl 
intelligeilt and large-mindecl legislation, comniensurate with 
the iinportance of a mutter so rit:~l to tlleir relfare. The 
interests centred at  tlie Island are so conflicting and tlie 
policy governing their control so narrow ailcl short-sighted, 
that wit11 tlle exception of few ~~loneyed corporations owning 
large areas of land, the clevelopment of which is closely allied 
to enterprises involving a large expenditure of inoiley for other 
purposes, it is easy to predict their future, unless proper influ- . 
ences are usecl to llarmonize their rllanagenieilt, so far its it may 
be in~l~ortant  to the lsublic interest to clo it. Intelligent and 
clisinterestecl observation can only leacl to this conclusion upoa 
one point, viz.: that the ellief chal-in i~ild attractireness of Coney - 
Island can only be preserved by mlrestructed access to its 
clelightful beach, ancl a riew of its sliore, ~vitllout tlle interpo- 
sition of incongruous ancl offensive associations such as the 
huckster, tlle catercr to low anlusemeilts, gitinbliilg pi~rapher- 
nalia and other nnsightl!- nncl obtrusive enterprises whicll 
pander to the tastes of oi~ly a few lsrople an(l are exceedingly 
objectionable to tlle majority of risitors. 80111~ of these petty 
speculators minister to clepraved tastes and offer clleap allure- 
mellts of a flashy and questionable cli~racter to inclucc unthiiik- 
ing people to speild tlleir money, while otllers o f  the better sort 
are compelled by tlie existing and often unrestricted condition 
of things to thrust tllemselves into competition in order to be 
where the crowd congregate. This, on portions of the beach, 
has grown froin a sligllt annoyailce to become a positive 
nuisance, for tlle present toleri~tion of 11-1licall no one in partic- 
ular is to blame, because there is no absolute law to prevent it, '? 

or, if  there be, no autllority to give it force. I n  similar manner, 
other abuses have gained a footlloltl ~vliich, with every recur- 
ring season, are now gro~~ring tenfolcl stronger by royal right 
of possession. The aggregate of this class of cvils ilecessarily - 
deprives tlle people at large of a vast amount of that satisfac- 
tion and pleasure in their visits to the seaside to which they 
are justly entitled. 



- Three distinct suggestions impress themselves forcibly upon 
the Conlmission as essenti;d, if not vital, to the continued 
and permanent success of Coney Island as ;L popular seaside 
resort. These are : 

First-To secure the bei~ch against destruction or occupation 
by greedy owners :~nd lessees, thus insuring to the people its 
free a i d  unrestrictecl, use. 

Second-To provide a convenient pronlenade and roadway 
for vehicdes, the number of wllicli will always be sufiicient to 
justify the amplest accornniodation in this regard. 

Third-A systern of police surveillance under regulations that ' 

may be made wholesome and effective. 

Fourtll-To secure proper s;~nitary regulations and to dc~4se 
such plans for the disl?osition of refuse of all kinds as ~vill re- 
move the possibility of serious t-~nnoy;~nce or danger to visitors 
and residents. 

The preservation of the beach i~nd its free use by the public, 
- for healthful recreation is obviously a ~oiisicle~ation of the first 

importance. The obstructions that now encumber portioi~s of 
it, the peripatetic \renders ancl the vehicles now driven along 
with shouts of warning to pedestrians, should all be retired 
under regulations i~ncl provisions that would be alike gratif,ying 
to the public and just, to tlle extent of giving each his equal 
right ancl privilege ancl protection in the sarrie. With a prom- 
enade under proper restrictions, and for conveyances of all kinds, 
the public ~?rolxlcl at  once find its pleasure and comfort greatly 
enhanced. The beach at present is a farorite resort for little 
children accompanied by pi~rcrits or servants ; there is necessity 
for constant caution i~lld care to guard them from vehicles and 
rude pedestrians that are passing from one point to another on 
the beach, not specially because it is tlle beach, but because 
the only alternative, the driving or walking through the soft, 
dry sand, a little back from the beach, even when no booths are 

'. encountered, is intensely mearison~e to both man and beast. 
With a roadway ancl a sidewalk of the form and general 
character such as has already been described to the Board of 
Supervisors by the Commissioners, to be constructed on the 
line of Surf avenue, the enjoyment and usefulness of the Island 
would be i~iaterially increased. It would be valuable not only 
to the great visiting public but to a11 who cater to it ~vith what- 
ever is brought to the Island in wagons-meats, provisions, 
vegetables, &c. A roadway of this description should aflord 



access to all important l?oiilts on the Islaad, ancl would of itself 
" 

be a boncl of common interest to :L local conlrnunity wllicb 11zay 
one day be t~vent~folcl ~vllat it is now, ailcl for whose welfare a 
liberal and ilitelligeilt provisiorl sllould be made. 

The want of systelnatic :111cl sufficient police supervision at the 
Island is alreacly a serious oae, and if not provicled for in the 
near future will clo a negative injury to this resort which it will 
he long in recovering from. One point on the Islancl has been 
a place of pmniiscnons resort for thirty years pi~st. At a Liter 
period the beach 1)eg;~n to he ~isitecl at :tnother point, but it 
T V ~ S  not until quite recently that this resort begall to be divested 
of the ill repute mhicll it llitcl acquired in tlle earlier years of 
its llistory as a place of recre. 'i t '  1011. 

It is 11om so fiir recleemecl in this respect that assanlts and 
roi\ tlyism are comparatively infreclnent, public gambling o111y 
occ~~sioni~l iiilcl robbery or larcelly of rare occurrence. This 
result is partly clue to the 6reat 1?1.edornii1nnce of u illore law 0 

abiding class of ~is i tors  than jormerly, ~ a r t l y  to the ernploy- 
nlent of private policemen at some of tlw leading hotels, and 
partly dne to the presence of police officials from this city. 

There is ileitller system, cliscipliile nor rnord results of - 
kind from wcli service. A long beach where t l i o ~ ~ i ~ l l c l ~  gather by 
d i~y  and by nigllt, a large area of which is unligllted i~nd ~v l~ ich  
is unguarded b? p;ttrolnlea, i~ffords opportunity for a great deal 
o f  impropriety i~nd crirlle, the occnwence of w11i(.l1 will, niiless 
checliecl, give :za eril character to this resort and drive from it 
tlle class of people wllose coatinned presence ancl coilfidence is 
a ~~uarantee of its respectal)le character. 

?his is a matter touclrii~g the interests not oaly of tlle gen- 
eral pnblic, but of tllone mllo have large inrestiilents there. An 
evil reputation is soinetiilles as i~ls~cluons i11 its growth as a 
wasting disease, and equally fatill. Tlie renledy is a uiliformed 
m c l  sufficient police service for the entire Isla~ld clurii~g t l ~ e  
sulrlnier season, both by clay ;~ncl by night, acleptetl to its 
changing exigencies, assigned to duty where people gtther in 
largest numbers, or ~vhere, in the judgment of an intelligent 
executive, they may be most required in the preservation of - 
order and good morals. 

Of co-equal importai~ce with this, if not of greater interest, is 
early attention to the sailiti~ry recyuiren~ents of tlle Island, a 
code of regnlations and it rigitl enforce~l~e~~t  of them. Hundreds, - 
perhaps thousaiicls go to Co11e.y Isli~nd 13rirrlarily and almost 
entirely for their health, mere recreation being a secondary 
consideration. 





If the good effect of the sea breezes and pure air is sought 
for, the results should correspond with these expectations, and 
visitors should in some satisfactory degree realize the benefits 
which they inay reasonably hope for, by time1.y visits t,o the 
1sladd. 

To disturb the mincl of the public with cloubts upon this 
fiubject, and to give rise to possible apprehensions which - 
practically inay largely be imagillary, will ilevertheless plain1 
operate to a large extent to the disadvantage of those who loo I 
to the visitors for the patronage upon which their support de- 
pends. Viewed from a lligher stand point, this is the least 
irnportailt consicleration, hut it plainly indicates the direction 
in which owners ancl lessees of hotels may best subserve their 
own by ~zniting the interests of the people by guarding against 
any annoyailces or clanger which may be avoided by the timely 
use of sucll, means as will probably dispose of the sewage, &c., 
and render apprellensioil and complaint nnilecessary if not im- 
possible. To c l i ~ r e ~ r c l  this plain dictate of business foresight, 
will be to turn every visitor into a detractor and the reputation 
of the Island, if this neglect sllould become flagrant, would 

. suffer very severely in consecyuence. 
r i  I he  Coininissioners llaving been led to consider this problem, 

do not regard it as one necessarily difficult of solution, nor as 
involving large l~ecuiliary outlay, and they have already consid- 
ered the propriety of securing such aid from the county authori- 
ties as would enable the111 to initiate on a, part of the Island 
most favorable lor such purposes, a scllerne which, if it  proves 
practicable, the results may be further enlarged upon and per- 
fected by tlle co-operation of those most distinctly interested. 

So mucll may be swicl in regard to the four leading wants of 
the Island; but something may be added of a general nature 
which seems pertinent to the subject. I t  may be said of the 
existing policy at the Islaud, or the want of it, that it is of a 
character too restrictive for people of moderate means. To a 
large majority of Islaild visitors wllo are neither very poor nor 
very rich, there is the alternative of paying more dearly for the 
gratification of their appetites and tastes than they can afford 
to, or of patronizing places which, however respectable, possess 
distasteful associations and belongings that, if accepted, it is " 
with a mental protest and a sense of dissatisfaction. - All that affords pleasure to the masses at Coney Island, 
whether it be sustenance or amusement, should be equally acces- 
sible and under equally favorable conditions. 

A point that should not be underestimated in considering 
t'he improvement of Coney Island, is the importance of securing 



at  the earliest moment, the necessary legal authority to give * 

such shape and character to its interests, so far as they are of 
public concern, as will preserve for the common benefit of all, 
the best uses of this watering place, which at no distant period 
may become a charming summer se~zsicle city, with lighted 
streets and hundreds of cottages, its inore public places thronged 
as now, by thousands of tl-ansient visitors, attractecl iiot only 
by the sea itself, but by many other facilities of enjoyment, 
not the least of mhidl will be that they are safe, healthful, 
econonlical nncl thoroughly satisfying. 

It mould be as impossible as it is unnecessary perhaps to 
forecast the future of Coney Island ancl its approaclles. 

It seems safe to believe that at no remote period a substan- 
tially built drive will be completecl around the margin of Graves- 
end Ba!-, through Bay Riclge aiicl Fort Hamilton, kc., affording a 
most delightfully picturesque series of land and \!titer views. 
The scenery contiguous to Gravesend Bay, the Narrows, and the - 
Upper Bay comprises suburbs of the most delightful character. 

The prominent seaside resorts to ~vliich the residents of New 
York, Brook1~-11, Jersey City ancl other cities in this vicinity 
pay tribute, are Nemport, part of the illassachussetts coast ancl . 
Cape May.  the^ are reached only by the sacrifice of time, 
more or less iiiconveilieiice by reason of their distance, and a 
consiclerable outlay of money. The sanie criticisms possess an 
approximate force when made as to Fire Islancl, Long Branch 
and some other niinor resorts. 

Coney Island possessing all the aclvantages for which other 
places of the kind are sought, chief of which are a fine beach 
and surf, and ample facilities for safe bathing, is even now 
almost a suburb, in its nearnkss to the largest and most 
densely populated area in this country, with capabilities of 
becoming to two million of people a veritable people's resort, 
to which access by water, in itself afforcling an attraction highly 
prized by thousands, is most coarenient, while the extensive 
railroad facilities connecting with all parts of New York and 
Brooklyn render little to be desired in this particular. 

All of which is respecfully submitted. . 
J. S. T. STRANAHAN, 

President. 
F. G. QUEVEDO, 

JNO. Y. CULYER, Sec~etnr y. 
Chief Engineer and Superintendent. 



.Statement of Beceipts and Expenditures on account o f  the several 
Parks of the City of B~ook lyn  during the Year 1874 . 

Paid salaries engineers. &c ..... ............. 
a <  surveyors. draughtsmen and assistants .......... .I laborers. keepers. horses and carts ............... 

materials of construction. tools and instruments . . 
...... " stationery. printing. and drawing materials 

" office expenses. rents. and repairs ............... 
........................ . trees. plants. and shrubs 

'. insurmce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. legal expenses .................................. 
..................... .. mature and other fertilizers 

..................................... " horse feed 
............................... " patent pavements 

PROSPECT PARK . 

Balance. January 1.1875 ....................... 

RECEIPTS . 

Balance to credit, January 1, 1874 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Received for water sold $223 10 

........... rents of buildings on the Park 1 7, 142 00 
royalty on C'srrousel ..... '. ............... 310 53 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . ' surveys, maps, &c 5, 794 35 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  hire of steam roller 1,  600 00 

' grass and old material . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ! 640 41 
# '  boat license ............................. ' 500 00 

wagons m d  harness . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1,  500 W 
......................... stone, Xsc., sold 1 265 00 

" Surveyor's instruments .. ? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' 7 50 
milk .. : ................................. 1 1,1,5 6 36 

' trees and shrubs ........................ 80 55 
carriage license .......................... 1 46 26 

.......... Received from Franklin avenue improvement 6, 244 92 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Park pound ' 100 85 

.......................................... Total 

$106, 786 66 

25, 611 83 
.... 

Total . , ................. : $132, 398 49 
.. 



WASHIXGTON PARK. 
-- 
p- 

-- - - - 

RECEIPTS. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Received from City of Brooklyn / 525.000 00 

CITY PARK. 
-- - - - . ---.a- - .- - - ~ ~ -  

RECEIPTS. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i Balance to credit, Jannary 1, 1874 -~ 83,772 . -- 52 
-- - 

EXPENDITURES. 

EXPEKDITURES. 

. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I ' $ 2 . 5 5 1 4 7  Balance, Janiiary 1, 1874. 1 . .  .g: ;. Paid surveyors and assifitants .... ....... '119 I f  
" drainage pipe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  152 32 
g c  materials of construction nod tools . . . .  . I  767 81 
" Scrimshn~v and stone pa~ements . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,551 59 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Expended on pavements and uralks 
', ,<  labor.. . . . .  .:. ..; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

$5,049 65 

'. laborers, mechanics, horses and carts . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . .  " horse feed.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " trees nncl boxes .,. 
" printing and advertising.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  :. .... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " retaining wall 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Balance, January 1, 1875.. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Total.. 

-- - 

3,026 49 
50 00 

1!)8 00 
51 00 

10,412 20 
-- -- 

19,188 57 
-- - 

$21,743 04 
3,256 96 

625,000 00 

- - 



ZINDPL PARK. 
-- 

RECEIPTS. I I 
...... Received from City of Brooklyn 

Paid surveyors and assistants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Yaicl for iron railing and lamp posts ............. 

........ " wages, laborers, horses and carts 
" stone coping, k c . .  ..................... 
" stationery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" materials of construction, tools, &c . . . . .  
" trees and shrubs ....................... 
" water pipe and  h y d m n t ~ .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I -- 
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . I  

MAINTENANCE ACCOUNT. 

Received for the niaintenance of all the  City Parks for 
the year 1874 $125,000 00 

Received for the maintenance of Franklin avenue. 2,406 80 

Balance ................................................. 26,036 29 
1 9 1 3 7 9 4 0 6  

Deficiency i n  maintenance of former years. ............ 
Expended in  maiuttnance of 1874.. .................. 

$26,734 66 
126,708 23 

$153 443 09 -- 

$153,443 09 



/ Roads . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $12,811; 76 
. . . . . . . . .  Walks . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 445 7 0  1747 71 $1,621 26 $30 15 

Structures 
I 

. . . . . . . . . .  27 02 
25 651 1 1 Plnniations . . . . . . .  . :  :/ 12:;: 457 67 110 19 56 9% $557 54, 

Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5.881 811 1 
Drainage . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' 52 3X 
Ice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4,280 53 
Tools. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13 28 . 
Keepers . . . . . . . . . .  37,170 57 
General . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18,062 95 
Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,069 00 

- _ _ _ _ _  
Totals . . . . . . . . . .  



PARADE GROUND. 

Balance to credit, January 1, 1874 . . . . . . . . . . . .  /. .......... 
Amount received from County Treasurer.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I 
EXPEND~TURES. i 

$1,133 18 
2,500 00 

$3,693 18 

Paid keepers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" mechanics, laborers, horses and carts.. .......... 
" materials of construction and supplies.. ......... 

$185 88 
784 59 
83 60 

" trees and shrubs.. ....... : . . . . . ................ 55 25 
1,109 32 

Balance, January 1, 1875.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $2,583 86 



B e c e z p k  and ExpelzcZitures during the Y e a r  1875. 

PROSPECT PARK. 
- -- - - - -- - -- - - -- -- - 

RECEIPTS. I - - 1  
.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Balance to credit, January 1, 1875. .  1 . .  -- I2n3i44 -- 22 

~. 

MAINTENANCE. 
.-PA- 

A - 

j _  I 

Paid salaries, engineers, surveyors and clerks . . . . . . . . .  
' mechanics, laborers, keepers, horses and carts. . . .  

............ " materials of construction, tools, $c. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " treesand shrubs 

printing, stationery and drawing materials.. ..... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Received from City. 
" rent of buildings on Park. . . . . . . . . . .  
" royalty on camera-obscnra. ............ 
‘ sale of cattle .... ............... 

......................... 
' tools ................................. 
" royalty on Carousal .................. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Received for milk.. 
' boat license.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
' carriage license .................... 
" watersold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" grass and old material . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 " from Park pound ......................... 

$3,523 03 
17,787 84 
14,584 12 

984 20 
403 22 

Balance. Jannary 1, 18'75.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . .  Paid supplies, materials of construction and tools. 

'' salaries, engineers, surveyors and draughtsman . . 
. . . . . . . . .  '' laborers, keepers, horses and carts.. 

" printing.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" office expenses and rent of office. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" legal expenses. ................................. 
-' horse feed .................................. 
" mus1c ................... ................ 

.............. " stationery, drawing materials, & c . .  

Total. .................................... 

I -- 
$37,282 41 



67 

TVASHINGTON PARK. 

Balance to credit, January 1, 1875 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rsceivcd from City of Broolilyn.. 

t 

. Paid salaries engineers, surveyors : t . i d  as~is tants . .  
materiirls of constmotion, tool:, 'kc. . . . . . . . . . .  

" l i~l~orers,  keepers, i l le~h~ni(:s ,  liorses : ~ n d  carts 

TOhIl'HINS PARK. 

Balance to credit, January 1, 1875.. . . . . . . . . . . .  

..... si~laries erlgineers, sllrveyors a1ld :Lssistilnts. 
. . . . . . . . . . .  " materials of constr~~ction,  tools, k c . .  

" labor, horses and carts.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I I lotnl  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

PARK BOUNDED BY GTVINNETC AND MIDDLETON STREETS AND 
BKGADIVAY AND THROOP AVENUE. 

Balance to credit, January 1, 1873 $8 50 

Paid rn;kteriitls of construction, tools, &o . . . . . . . . . . .  
" l;~borers, horses and carts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

$50 57 



MARTYRS' TOMB. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Balance to credit, January 1, 1875.. 

Paid salaries surveyors and assistants . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 $68 15' 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  " dralnage pipe.. .............. 1 51751 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  " laborers, nlechanics, h0rbeS and carts / 445 50: 

CUMBERLAND PARK. 
-- - - -- - 

EXPENDITURES. 
I 
i 
I I-- 

Balance, January 1, 1875.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
.................................... Paid laborers 

8118 48 

MA1 S TENANCE PBRKWAYS. 
-- -- - --- . 

R~CPIPTS. 1 1 
Received from City of Brooklyn ..................... 

Paid laborers, horses and carts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
G c  salaries, engineers and superintendence 



Maintenance-Expenditures for the Yeala 187 5 . 

Roads .......................... 
Walks ......................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Structures 
Plantations ..................... 
Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

...................... Drainage 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ice 

Stock .......................... 
Keepers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  General 
Music ......................... 

Totals .......... .......... 



PARADE GROUND. 

Balmce. January 1. 1876 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $2 583 86 1 
Amount received from County Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12,500 00, 

. - - -. -. - - / $5,083 86 

Paid keepers and snperintendence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 $2,022 04 
'< laborers, mechanics, horses and carts . . . . . . . . . .  1,948 60 
" snl~plies, illaterials of construction and tools . . . . .  594 73 
" insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 269 88 

Balance, January 1, 1876 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Eeceipts and Pzpe?~cZit?~res cZu77i7zg the I'ear 1376. 

MAINTENAXCE OF PARKS. 
--- 

$152,i55 80 -- 

. 828,638 10 

$123,517 70 

-- - - - -- - -. ......--..-. .... .........-....-.... 

RECEIPTS. 

during the year 1876, were: 

I I .  

The total receipts for maintaining the Public Pi~rks  ' 

Iteceived from City. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9120,0( 0 00 
Balance, January 1, 1877.. .................... 32,156 80 

. 

EXPENDITURES. I 

The total expcnditnres for rnaintnining thc Public 
Parks during the year 1876, were: 

Balance, Jannnry 1, 1876.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Ptlid supplies, materials of constn~ction nnd tools. . . . . .  ' $23,712 30 

. " salaries engineers, su rve~or s  and drl~nghtsmen..  5,082 80 
" laborers, keepers, horses and carts. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I  85,82 2 55 
" office expenses and rent of office . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 1,614 08 
" horse feed. .  ................................... . I  3,561 08 
" mnsic. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" stationery, drawing mnterinls. &c.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

3,177 50 
547 39 

Tntnl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8152,155 80 

. -- - - - - 



Muintenalzce Accoicnt for the Year 1876. 

R E O O E I E D :  
For the maintenance of all the City Parks for 1876.. ......................................................... $120,000 00 

-- -- 
E X P E N D E D :  

Roads. ...................... 
Walks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

................ Structnres.. 
.................. Plnntations 

..................... Water. 
.................. Drainage.. 

Ice.. ......................... 
Stock. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Keepers. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Music 

General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Totals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



MAINTENAROE OF PARKWAYS. 

Balance, January 1, 1876 ....................... 
Paid labortrs, horses and carts ..................... 

.......................................... " trees 
" inaterials of constraction, kc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" engineers and snperintendence.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

EEOEIPTS. 

WASHINGTON PARK. 

The total Receipts and Expsnditi~res during the year 1876, were : 

Received froin City of Broolclyn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

$3,467 30 
4,863 03 

4'22 00 
534 65 
579 70 

I , 8,000 00 

/ $1,865 68 

Paid for iron gates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
'. granite steps and platfo~ms. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

8,586 50 

$9,865 68 

Balance to credit, Jannnry 1, 1876 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Received froin City of Brooklyn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I - 

..................... Balance, January 1, 1877 
I 

1 $311 15 

$2 817 651 

6'0U0 ''I 58,811 65 



Balance to credit, January 1, 187G.. 273 63 

Total $96 55 

TOMPKINS PARK. . 
p----.----ppp-p--pp.pp -- 
----, ~ ~ 

PSRADE GROUND 

EXPEYDITURICS. 

Paid surveyors and assistants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i k 9  86 
" trees, shrubs and plants : ~ n d  Ang-staff. . . . . . . . . . . .  177 00 
" laborers, horses and carts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  143 32 

....................... Balance, January 1, 1876. 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  Anlount received from County Treasnrer. 

$370 18 

. . . . . . . . .  Paid laborers, mechanics, horses and carts.. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " keepers and superintendence. 

" supplies, materials of construction and tools. .... 

............................ - Balance January 1, 1877 



Recez@ta and Expenditures during the E a r  1877. 

>I\IIBINTENANCE OF PBRKS. 
- - 

I 
RECIIPTS. I 

I I 

, The total an~oont of expenditures on account of main-' 
taining the public parks during the year 1877, were: 1 I 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Balance, Jnnuaq y 1, 1877. . I  
. . .  Paid salaries engineers, surveyors and draughtsmen 
. .  lnbdrers, keepers, medlnnics, horses and carts. I 

supplies, materials of construction, tools, &c 
.' omce expenses, rest of oRice and insurance . : : : : : i 
< '  stationery, drawing materials and printiug. 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' I  patent paveirlent 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " horsefeed I 
" lllUSlC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" trees, shrubs and plants.. ....................... i 

The total receipts on account of maintaining Lhe public 
pi~rks during the year 1877, were: 

lieceivd from City . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  111,000 0 4  

Paid City Treasurer.. 

" for deficiency of 1872 and 1875 ............. 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  Am :nnt of acconnts certified to Auditor 

...... Received for rent of buildiilg on Prospect Park.. 
carringe license.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
milk sold.. ............................ 

35,ti00 OC 
66,134 83 
5,427 00 

500 00! 
500 001 

boat license . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" royalty on Carrousel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  " camera-obscura 
" old material sold.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

water .................................. 
......................... trees . . . .  

cattle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
7 00 
5 001 

Park pond ............................... 3 001 
' revenue of 1876. ....................... . I  3,271 11, 

Balance, January 1, 1878.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 EXPENDITURE^. 



WASHINGTON PARK. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cash birlance, .Tannary 1, 1877. $231 15 
Amount of ro(:o~mts certified to Auditor . . . . . . . . . .  / 1,897 95 

-. 1 $5,121 10 

Paid liaborers, horses and (:arts.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,184 081 
" granite steps :tnd pli~tforms, and freight on same. . :1.402 00 
" salaries, engineering and superiutendence 
" patent pavement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

- -- -. .. $5,129 10 

MAINTENANCE O F  EASrrERN I' SltK WAY. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - Amo~ini of aoronnls rrrLihed io A i ~ d i t o r  
Balance January 1, 1878 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

31 IINTENAWCE O F  OCEAN PARKWAY. 
- 
-- -- 

- 
--- - - --- A -- - -- - - --- -- -- - - - -- - 

RECEIPTS I 

I $4,999 88 
879 43 
- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l'airl laborers. horses and mrls . .  1 $1,701 06 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " engineering and sn1)erintcndence. 552 23 

326 02 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " supl~lics 
297 00 " trees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

-- -- -- 
I 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  R,eceived fro111 City . Balance, Janllary 1, 1878. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I 
$5,879 31 

EXPEND~TU~ES.  

$5,879 31 

l'itid laborers, ilorses and cnrt,s.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  '. engineering and snpcirint,entlence. 

. .  " supplies, printing, materials of constrnction, kc .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " keepers 

" tools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 



SKATING SHELTER. 
-- - 

TVILLINK ENTRANCE. 

Paid laborers and mechanics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
... " lumber, materialfi of construction, tools, k c . .  

" engineering and superintendence. .............. 

Paid laborers, horses and carts.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . .  " supplies, materials of construction and tools. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  " engineering and superintepdence.. 
" drainage pipe. ................................. 
" pavement .................................... 

$2,786 22 
7,814 25 

375 00 

Received from City Treasurer.. ...................... 
Balance, January 1, 1878 .......................... 

EXPENDITURES. 

$10,975 47 

85,000 00 
920 53 

$5,930 55 



PARADE GROUND. 
-Y 

-- 

I- 
-- 

RECEIPTS. I 
Amount received from County Treasurer. ........................ $2,500 00 I I 

MAINTENANCE OF CONCOURSE AT CONEY ISLAND. 

Balance January 1, 1877 . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Paid laborers, mechanics horses and carts. ........... 

"  keeper^ and superintendence.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" supplies and l~latcrials of constnlction ........... 
" insurance.. .................................... 

Balance January 1, 1878. ................................. 

-- - ---- -- - 

RECIIPTS. 

Amount received from County Treasurer.. $2,000 00 

................... Paid keepers and superintendence. $781 101 
.......... laborers; niechnnics, hones and carts.. 

.... " snp,,lies, materials of construction and tools.. 
........................................... '' trees 

2,184: 33 

Balance January 1, 1878 . .  $184 33 

8383 20' 
1,421 71 

820 74 
337 10 

68 00 
3,030 75 

$530 75 





Maintenance q f Prospect; Wasi~ington, Carroll, City, Cyity IIaZl 
and T'ornpkir~s Parks, for the Year 1878. 

Items of expense certified to Auditor oil account of 
Maintenance of the Public Parks of the city : 

Unexprnded balance of 1877 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - .  
A~r~o~ l r l t  appropriated by Common Cou~c i l  of city for 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  year1878 
Approl.)riatecl by Comn~on Conncil for deficiency of 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1876 
Appropriation by resolution of Common Council of 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  December, 1877 

For pay-rolls of Inhorer~, mechanics, hor3es and c:~rts. 
keepers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
ern~loyBs, Super in te~lent~ ,  Secretarj. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  and olerlrs.. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  For bills of snl)plies, feed, lumber, kc .  

stationery, drawing mate rials, printing. 
and books . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

$8 32 

100,000 00 

3,517 70 

1,600 00 

Unexpended balance.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

E'ron~ Parlr Revenue Fund..  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9,295 4'2 ' 
$114,321 44 

- . ... -- 
~- - 

MAINTAINANCE OF EASTERN PARKWAY. 

Amount approl~riated by Common Council for the year 1 
1878 . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  m . . . ....... $4,000 001 

Unexpeilded balance of npproprintion of 1877. ......... 1-21  
4 000 I7 

I 
- - -. . 

Itellis of expense certified to Auditor for above ol?ject: 

For pay-roll of laborers, keepers, $c .................. I 
" employks and superintendence.. . . . . . .  . I  

. ..................................... Bills for trees I 
" supplies and materials ....................... 

Unexpended baiance .......................... 



WASHINGTON PARK, BUILDING BATTERS TJTTrhLL. 

' MAINTENANCE OF OCEAN PARKWAY. 
-- ---- - -- -- -- -. - -- 

Arllotint appropriated by Comrllon Co~lncil of the Cit,y 
fbr year 1878.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  

Items of cost certified to Auditor for above object : I 

I 

! 
$10,000 00 

Amount appropriated hy the Common C o ~ ~ n u i l  for 
Washington Park, for year 1878. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Unexpencled balance of al~propriation of 1877.. . . . . . . .  

Transferred by Common Council fro111 Park lie\-enne, 
Fund .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

- -gOOyl  $10; 900 00 

Itelils of expense certified to Auditor for above object :-- 

For 1>ay-rolls of lnl>orers, horses and carts. .  . . . . . . . . . . .  SF 381 671 
For pay-rolls of enll~loyers mcl s~lperintenc~ewce. . . . . . .  894 86 
" water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  287 771 
" trees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  143 00! 
" horses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 350 00. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  '. wagons ! S O O O O /  
" road scraper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  80 003 
" water carts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I  !)00 001 
" supplies and m;iterials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  / 1,355 34, 

, - -  ___ I 810,892 64 
. . . . . . . . .  Unexpended balance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i . .  7 :I6 ~ . - 

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  510,100 W 

87,000 00 
2,102 05 

I 
I 

For  pity-rolls of employks, snrveys and superintenclencp.l $429 671 
I " C '  ' I  laborers.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  368 611 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  "  bills for tree boxes. .  20:' 001 

$9 102 05 

$9,101 18 
87 

$9,102 05 
-- -- 

" " " bricks, cement, snl~plies.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" Bod~vell Granite Company, granite. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
.' John H. O'Roi~rltc, contract.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Unexpended bala,nee. 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
-- -- -. - - 

11 7 00 
5.0:~5 90 
2,690 00 
- .. -. .. 

.- 



TVASHINGTON PARK FLAGGING. 
-- -- . --- - ......... _- -- ..... . 

I I 

Amount ;~pproprii~trd by Corn~non Conncil for flagging 
and regulating sldewallcs of \Vashington Parlr ....... 

Iterrla of coal ccriified to And i fo r ioxbore  object: / 
I 

. . . . . . . . . .  For pay-rollsoof laborers, ho rns  and carts.. $827 071 
. . . . . . . . .  " snperi~ltendence, i11s1)ection and surveys. 285 00 

" supplies, briclrs and cement . . . . . . . . . . . . .  142 05 
" drain pipe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 8 1 0  
" Peter Lynan, contract.. ......................... . I  2,734 26 

I---- $3,996 78 
Amount of appropxiation unexpendecl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 22 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Total $4,00C 00 
i 

ERECTION OF PICNIC! SI-IELTEIZ ON PBOSPECT PARK. 
.~~ -~--  ~- - - - - -  , ~p ~ ~- - -- -. 

Unexpendecl balance of appropriation of 1877, applica- 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ble to Picnic Shelter. $7,024 53 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Appropriation of 1878.. 2,892 01 

--- 99,916 54 
-. -. 

Iterr~s of cost certified to Auditor for abo\~e object : 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  For labor , $1,720 781 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  snpenntendence.. 495 27, 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  :: 1;. Soelelrer, contmct. 5,550 q 
" E. Snedcker. " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " patent pavements. 
" lumber.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " drai.1 pipe 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " supplies 

" har ware.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Unexpended balance.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Total 

100 00 
1,083 78 

58 39 
338 44 
53'2 90 
27 99 
--- $9,908 55 

7 99 

$9,916 54 



ERECTION OF SRELTER AND REPAIRS OF FENCE O F  TOMPKINS 
PARK. 

Amount appropriated by Colnnlon Council for year 1878. 
33 000 00 
-- 

I 
Amonnts certified to -4nditor being in fill1 of expendi-1 

ture for said inlprovcment: I 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  For snperintcndence and inspection. 1 $a75 731 

" pny-roll of laborers and employes. . . . . . . . . . . .  j 229 8:): 
" 1Clbert Snedelier, contr let for shelter.. . . . . . . . . . .  . I  1,870 00' 
' I  Miller 'k Villinri~son, contract for fence, .  . . . . . . . . .  . I  499 001 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " patent pavcruent 1 ($8531 
" t;npl~lics and material . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 55 26l 

I. _---I , 92,998 13 
. . . . . . .  Unespended balitnce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . ;  1 57 

Total ......................................... 

Pay-rolls of laborers and superintendeoce.. ........... 
Bills for supplies :tnd nlaterials of oonstrnction. ...... 5,696 41 

Anlount certified to Auditor for .cost of Carrousel: 

Amount appropriated by Coninion Council of the City 
for 1878, to ).a?' :m~ouuts expended on the erection of 
Green House and Carronsel, soiling and planting nnrtb 
side of Ocean Hill, ancl additional appropriations for 
Sliating and Picnic Shelter ~n Prospect Park 

Amount certified to Auditor for cost of Green House: 

Pay-rolls of laborers and superintendence.. .......... .I 3,968 07 
Bills for supplies and materials of collstruction. ...... 1 1,961 56 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Aniol~nt certified to Auclitor for cost of Ocean Hill Im- 
provement: 

Laborers. horses and carts.. .......................... 1 2,316 951 

Anlonnt certified to Auditor for ad(1itional cost of; 
Slrating Shelter: I 

Pay-rolls for laborers, horses and carts.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I  554 00 
Ualancd credited to account of additional appropriation' 

for Picnic ,Shelt,er. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,892 01 
$20,000 C0 



. PARK REVENUE. 
.- ~- ~ - ........ ~p . 

..... ... ...... 

RECEIPTS. I 

CONCEIIT FUND. 

111,011 52 -- 

.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  h m o u ~ l t  reccived from rents. .  $4,fi26 00 
. . .  royalty on C:~rronscl.. : 363 27 

cilrriage license . . . . . . . . .  500 00 
6 boat 500 00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Arid l t ink .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  67 31 
milk. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  305 65 
s:dc of cattle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Amount certified to Auditor for sixtern concerls given 
by Deverell's Thirteenth Regiment Band, Prospect 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Park. .  * 

11 
- - -- --- - - - 

" sheep . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
' *  old n:aterial . . . . . . .  
" c z  clerrick.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" " cilstings.. . . . . . . . . . . .  

Amount subscribed by the several ra.ilrosd companies, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  and paid in the City Treasury 

Transferred by Comnlon Council from Park Revenue 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  F u n d .  

120 67 
233 14 
150 00 
66 30 

May 28, ................. 
July 2, . ................ 

73 301 
178 50 

$1,100 00 

816 00 

" 13, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 114 50' 
Sept. 12, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , I  1,367 84' 
Dec. 12, ................. 1 6,085731 

31, ................ . ,  575 30. 
I--.----- $11,011 52 

c '  tree boxes.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 00 
'<  water . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,854 46 
< a  gol(lfish.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i 9 7 2  

$1,91600 
- 

use of steam roller. . . . . . . . . . .  
care of rnnaway horses and 

. . . . . . . . . . .  broken carriages.. 

1878. 
. . .............. Feh. 2, nmoant paid City Treasurer. 

Mch. 8, ................. 
April 11, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

75 00 

58 00 

$2,350 05 
21630 

50 001 



KINGS COUNTY PARADE GBOCNI). 

Balance January 1, 1678. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . .  For wages of Beepers, laborers and mowers.. 

. . . . . . . . . . .  " wmges, salaries and snpcl.intendence.. 
< '  supplies, lumber, tools, kc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Balance January 1, 1859.. J . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Amount appropriated by Supervisors of Kings County 
for care and maintenance of Paradc Grouncl.. 

Amount expenclcd during year 1878 for above object : 

CONCOURSE AT CONEY ISLAND. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Amount expended during the year 1878 for above; 
object: I i 

-- -. -- -- .- -- 

Amount appropriated by Board of Snpervifiors of K i n g ~  
county for care and iilaintninnnce of Coney Islantl 
Conconrse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $2,500 00 -- 

Balance, Janna1.y 1, 1878.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
f o r  iihorers and keepers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" salaries and snperintenclence.. ................... 
" repairs to Scrimshaw pavement (damage by storms) 
" lighting with gas ............................... 

$184 33 
894 411 

94 00 
2,210 17 

41 78 

Balance, January 1, 1870.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  / .  . : . . .  

93,424 69 - 
$924 69 



Maintenance of 1 'arks for the Year  18  7 8 .- P'pe?zdi tures. 

Roads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Walks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Structures 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  P1ant)ations 

Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Drainage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I c e ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Stock .......................... 
Keepers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



Ik'inuncinl Statement Jor 2he lTear 1879. 

MAINTENANCE O F  PUBLIC PARKS. 

.- -- 

Unexpsoded btrlanae of I878 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I  $308 18' 
Ainount appropriated by  the Comnion Council of the 

city, for the gear 1879 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
~ m o n n t  derived from Park Revenue.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Items of Expense certified to Auditor on accoont of 
Maintenance of Public Parks of the City : 

For pay-rolls of laborers, mechanics, horses and 
" pay-rolls of keepers ............................. 
" biils of snpplies, feed, lumber, Src. . . . . . . . . . .  
" bills of stationery, drnw~ng materials, printing and 

books . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  / $84,513 00 . 
Blrlance unexpended January 1, 1880.. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  7 14 

i Total.. ...................................... 

MAINrENANCE O F  EASTERN PARIIWAY. 

Ainonnt appropriated by the Conlnlon Council for the1 
year 1879.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 .  . ........ 

- ---- 

Items of expense certified to Auditor fsr above object: 

For pay-rolls of laborers, keepers, horses and carts. 
" bills for supplies.. .......................... 

Balance nuexpended Jnnuarj- 1, 1880. . . . . . . .  

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



MAINTENANCE OF OCEAN PARKWAY. 
- -- - -- 

p- - - - - -- -. - - - -- - 
I I 

Amount appropriated by Common Council for the year 
....................................................... 1879.. $10,000 00 

Items of expense certified to Auditor for above ob- 
ject : 

For pay-rolls of laborers and tenms.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" trees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" lumber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " transportation :'. 
" hydr nts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " supplies and 1n:tterials. 

Balance i~nexpende(l January 1, 1880.. . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Totd  

BEDFORD ATTENUE REPAISS AND CLEANING. 

Amount appropriated by Common Council of the city 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  fortheyear1879 

Items of expense certified to Auditor for a b o ~ ~ e  ob-I 
ject : I 

. .  For pay-rolls of laborers, keepers, horses and carts.. $475 54 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " repairs to tar pavenl~nt. .  3,514 36 

" printing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
$3,998 90 ~ 

Unexpended balance, January 1, 1880.. 1 10 , 
- - 1 1 $4,000 00 

SALARIES--OFFICES OF PARKS. 
- -- - - -- 
- - -- - - - -- - -- 

I I 

For pay-rolls of officers and employks.. .............. 
Unexpended balance, January 1, 1880.. . . . . . . . .  

$8,500 00 

Amount appropriated by Comn~on Council of the city1 
for the year 1879.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Items of expense certified to Auditor for above ob- 
ject :. 

$8,500 00 



MUSIC-PROSPECT PARK . 
Amount appropriated by Common Council of the City for the 

year 1879 ................................................. $1. 500 00 
. 

Items of expense certified to Auditor for above object : 

For twelve concerts given by Conterno's Band on Prospect Park . . . .  $1, 500 00 . 

REVENUE DEXIVED FROM THE PUBLIC PARKS OF THE CITY OF 
BROOKLYN AND PAID INTO THE CITY TREASURY . 

From rents ..................................................... $4. 069 03 
" boats ..................................................... 1. 0110 00 
' carriage license . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  375 00 
'. water .................................................... 3. 257 95 

sale of old material . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  85 35 
" sale of cattle ............................................... 96 00 

..................................... ' Camera-obscura 18 65 
" Carrousel ................................................ 241~04 
" Ariel Bink ............................................ 52 14 
" care of broken wagons ..................................... 17 00 



Maintenance ~ y f  _F'ubllic Pa~ks.-Ezyendidure~) 1879. 
- - - -- - - - , -  --- 

-_ - _ _  
Totals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 S73.824 5 4  15,275 6 3  11,157 5 1  12,329 24- 9341 67 I $1,676 54 $7 87 1584,513 00 

I 

FOR 
I I 

PBOSPPCT. WASHINGTON. CARROLL. 

Roads . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 $7 969 55' I ! 
W a l k s . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,453 34 $143 36 $37 12 . . . . . . . . .  . . i  $119 04 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Structures 11,942 9 1  370 75: 4 5 0  835 001.. . . . . .  
Plantations. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10,274 17 1,798 6 0  84 23, 22 62. 10 87 
Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 5 , 0 4 8  . . . . . .  1 6 0  
Drainage ...... . . . . . . . . . . . .  711 30 
Ice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,436 90 i Stock 6,087 97 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I 

CITY PALL ZOlIP61hS. CYMBIRWL;D. TOTAL. 

I CITY. I 
I 

$5 00 
I 

$6 62 
110 80 
318 97 1 25 1 

I 
I I 

! 

I 
I-- I-- 

I 
I - 1 -  

1 
I 

Keepers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ( 24,504 '31 2,577 931 867 0 0  2,119 3 6  . . . I  1.077 80i 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  General 2,338 64 384 99 152 26, 152 26 111 76; 169 87 



h'tatement of Accounts certi$ed to Auditor during tlrc Year 1879 . 
. .. . 

I .. 
.. 

1 I 

.... 
January 

February 

...... ........ 

4 Pay-roll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Labcrrers and Keepers ..................... 
4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4 " . . . . . . . .  
4IRiclurd Dudgeon ... 

208Pag-roll . . . . . . . . . . . .  
31 . .. . . . . . . . . . .  

. . .......... 
. . . . .  Air~merman 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  
..... 24 Ithailiilr DuBois . . . .  24 I'cter B . Braclren 

24' . . . .  
241 . . . .  

Coffin . . . . . .  
....... 

..... 

. . . . .  
..... 
. . . .  . 24 Peter B Bmcken 

. . . . . .  24 Prof . V. Haker I 24 Peter B . Bmcken . . .  
. . . .  2 4 ~ a v t o n  & Carter 

2 4 ~  . .LW . Watson . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Repairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Employis and Clerks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Laborers and Iieepers 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

(I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  
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. . . .  April 17 Union Steam Printing Establishment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Printing ....................... 
17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Slen~orandnm books . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
171 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Printing . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17 \Villiani Porter's Sons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lamps, k c  
171 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19 Hawkes $ Harley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~Plnmbing 
. . . . .  19 R cliarcl Martin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Hose 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Si~l>lrlies 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 19/ Pay.roll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Enil1loy6s and Clerks 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  221Buckleg&bIerritt Hose 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... ISupplies 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  Coal 
~ a h o r e r s  and Keepers . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
5Ptzul C . Coffin . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hardware 
5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ l ~ ~ h ~ ~  Y . Culger. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  omee erpcnses 
15 Whitlncli, Slover $ Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Supl>lies . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 191Peter I3 Bmcken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Honeshoeing 
19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Su~l ' l ies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
19' :: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Horseshoeing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2il pay -roll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  EmployB~ and Clerks 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26 Draddy Bros . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  C+r;~nite 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28!Brooklyn Lime Kiln Lime 
June 2.L . Conte~ no . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2IPay-roll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1Laborers and Keepers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" I  t i  



July 

4' ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5'John Y . Culyer 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  7iSalamander Grate Bar Company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
7 ( . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9jVanaerbilt ~ m s  . :: Agrinlltural implements 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 L . Conterno / Nnsic 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 Isaac Animerman Lumber 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  12 'Phon~as P c C m n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 l'ar pavement . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13 Henry Werner Lumber 
13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I " 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i " 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  / 
Eniploy6s and Clerks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Music 1 

. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sbrubs and plants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : : ( 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  H . Ripley Horses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  B . Da) ton & Son Snpplie s .  ] 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3lPay-roll Laborers and Keepers / 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 A . J . Ditmas 'Frees . . . . . . . . .  1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 E.R.Shipman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Feed 

5 '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 W m  . Bergen Coal 

5 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 Union Steanl Printing Establishment Printing 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lumber 
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Keepers' supplies. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  
,Agricultural implements. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I ~IBalch,  Price LZ ('0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Keepers' sud61ies.. . . . .  : 

8 Beers & Besseqnie.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.uinber.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
8 Ralch, Price & ( '0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Keepers' supplies. . . . . . . .  

. . . . .  9 3Iurtha k Boylc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
10Proxpeet i'nrk and Coney Island h\rilroad Company . ~ i o k e t s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . .  1 0 1 ~ .  B. Bracken. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IHorsexhoeincz. 

101 ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I " 
12,Paul C. Coffin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ;Chickens. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22!Pny-roll 

23IA 
23 
23 
26 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . ti. Hews $ Co Flower pots . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I) . Conterno I~ lns i c  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  R . M . Whiting &. Co .\Stationery 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  C . . \  . Keenan Snpplies 

Lead pipe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Se"tees, 3 c .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cotton rope . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 L  . Conterno ......... /Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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Statement oJ Accounts certi$ed to Audito~.Conti?zued . 

.. - .- - ._ ......... 
September 8 John Y Cnlyer . . .  .,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Incidental expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 Isaac Amniermnn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lumber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1 2  Henry Werner ,Posts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . (Lumber  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. .  17 Prospect Pilrk and  Coney Island Railroad Coinpany .lTickets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. .  18 Boston Xlacllinc C ~ m p a n y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ! l iydmnts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , , 

18 . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  I . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . , . . . . . . . ,  

. . .  22 Qninn Urothe.1~. Oats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , , 

22 Felix Cnmpbe'l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  P i p e  . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . ,  . . . . .  / 1 t  . . .  ..:.. . . . . . . . .  . .  . . . . . , . . . , .  . 
22 Was l i e rke~ .~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2 2  
:: h i e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

22 . . . .  , 1 " . . . .  . . . , .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
231 Pay-roll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' ~ m ~ l o ~ c : s  and C1 . rks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . .  2 4 J o h n  H . O'Roorkc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kepi~irs to building . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , , 
2(i1110sford & Sons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  St,a?ionery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . .  
2 6 ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . ,  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
26 . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . .  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . , . . .  
261 ij . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
26 . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . .  , . .  . . . . . . , . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
26 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 

261 1: , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . .  26 Dnvid W . [Vilson & Bro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Broonis, kc . . . . . , . . . . . . , ,  , . 

261 ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pails and clippers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . .  26'Josi:tli P~r t r i i lge  k Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  S onls, 'kc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 

26:A . D . Matthew & Eons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Towels, 'kc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
26( . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Threi~il, k c  

. . . . .  October 1 Wm Bergen . . . .  , . . . . . . .  -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  :Co:~l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , , , , 



. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  'I'nrnhull 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cnrtin 

. . . . . .  17 Patent Water and Gas Pipe Company 
1 7 1 '  " . . . . . .  

1 
2 
2 
2 
2 

.. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
EicJobn A . 'icollay. . .'. . . . . . . .  .'I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18 J . H . Brainerd 
20 Pay-roll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
21'1~rooklyn Gaslight Company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
20 L . Brandeis 85 Son . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
23 HomeInsurnnceCompany . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25 Thomas McCarn 
271 w in . Porter's Sons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
271 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Pay-roll Laborers and Keepers 
< c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
;; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 l '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  jHats 
/Incidental expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ,Trees I H , ~  mp cord . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1P1pe 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . Labor k c  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i~epa i r s ,  k c  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Gloves 
Employ4s and Clerks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Gas 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Solder 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Insurance 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ;Tarpavement 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lamp shades 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lamuwicks 

4 Phr!ys, Dodge d Do Irlin. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I I '  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Luniber 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bracken ~ o r s e s h o e i n ~  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  S . nplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

9 / . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ h s e s h o e i n ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
9; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (suPeiie; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
g 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ ~ o r s e s h o e i n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hor-es . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Leather . . . . . . . . . .  

271 ! - "  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
271 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   ailr road lanterns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .I 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  271 . t' 
28 David Wilson $ Bro Corn brooms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



Statement of Accounts ce~*tijed to A~cditor.CYoncludec7 . 

WHAT Fon . 

Oc. tober 

November 

December 

281~anderbilt Bros . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ ~ ~ r i c n l t u r i l l  implements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
28i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29il'he North American Iron Works Repairing fountain 
11 ~ e e r s  & l ~ l e s s e ~ ~ ~ i e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lumber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 Jns T Cochrane Horse salve 
51 RL~-rol l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ a b o r e m  and Keepers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
5i u ( . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
51~erbcr t  Reynolds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Trees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
71Felix U.~mpbell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  /Pipe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

7 . . . . . . .  
12 widliam Evans . . . . . . .  
12 iobn Y . Culyer . . .  
1 7  Union Steam Printing 
20 Bucltley & Merritt . . . .  
21' L . G . Wilkins . . . . . . . . .  
22 Pay r 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
29 .John H 0'Ronr:ie . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . .  2 Pay-roll 
2 4 '  . . . . . . . . . .  
2 ' . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
2 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . .  Benoit 
. . . . .  
. . . . . .  

C . Coffin . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Printing I 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Incideutal expenses I ' . " " " ' !  

Printing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Hose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Oil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Eniploy15s and Clerks 
Pairltir~g . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ILn?oorers and Keepers 
I " . ' . ' I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

...................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Surveyors' instrumenti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Statiouery I 1' 



. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  41Edward R . Shipman Feed,.Bc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 P . C . Coffin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hardware 
4 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' " "  ' I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4.A.  V . Benoit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ..Drawing materials 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 4 l ~ o h n  H O'Rourke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ a b o r  and materials 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  5 ,\/1 . Bennett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I~ogshead  . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 C . TV . Keenan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  aints. &c 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 5 J i\l Hopper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  !u se  of Camp chairs 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 Harris B Stillwell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Carriage serrice 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 D . C . Thoinson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I  Plsnts. 8.c 
6~TlThitloclr, Slaver & Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Canvas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
6 I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I ' (  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  HlJohn Y Cuiyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Incidental expenses 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  P Baright .... Pnint 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i ~ l u r n b i n ~  
ISoap . . I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l i e p i r i  to ~ n r c h i n e q .  . I  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ............................ Cotton waste 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16'Geo . H . Smith & Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Disinfectants / 

19 Qoinn Bros . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  o a t s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
19 D . 8 . Neef1.s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  'Horseshoeing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19 Barrett Ncphews & Go ! ~ ~ e i n ~  ~ 
19 Beers 2i Itcsseynie . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  .\Lumber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ; 

29 I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I I '  2gBoers B kessequie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lumber  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : . ~ 

19 
19 
10 
19 
19 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  BIuxtha B Boyle Coal 

A . Knee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Harness, &c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
A . TV . Shadbolt & Son . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Qninn Hros . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26 Buckley &; Merritt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
291 JT . Keenan . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , goods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29/Petcr B Bracken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ! ~ o r s e s h o e i n ~  
29Scranton & Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Soap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
29iPeter 8 . Bracken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Horseshoeing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



The following tabular statement contains various statistics per- . 
taining to the parks and other w o ~ k s  under the control of the 
Park Comlnissioners, or refer to works brought to cotnpletiun 
under their direction : 

Area of Proupect Park proper, excl~isive of the  east side lands . . 505& awes. 
Area of Parade Ground . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  39~%2 c c  

Area of the east side lands, exclusive of reservoir and grouncls. . .  130 loo " 

Area of ~esel-voir anrl &p-ounils.. ............................... 13% - 1 0  
Ai en of nieadows finished . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24,7, " 

Breaofwoodlands ............................................. 61 - 1  
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Area of wat,er surface.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  G '  

Area of concourses, drives, bridle roacls and walks.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  751.P .. 
Area of surfaces anfinislled.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  66)& " 

Length of drives finished . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5i7&, miles. 
Lengt,h of bridle roads finished. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 9  ‘ g  100 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Length of walks finished ...... 10-7- " 1 0 0 
18L6- '' Length of drainage pipe laid. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , ,, 
11-2" " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Length of tile pipe laid. , ,,, 

Length of water pipe laid . . . . . . . . . . .  : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 ;$i,, c i 

......................... Masonry bui l t . .  . . .  22,894 cul~ic  yards. * 
Bituminous concrete laid.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  '340,738 square feet. 
Material moved ...................................... 3;.281,0b2 cubic yards: 
\Vashington Park-area.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  30i acres. 

Length of witlks.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  lfi20 miles. 
............................................ City Park-area.. 7 " 

Lengthof walks .................................... ,IR_ .' i o O  
Carroll Park-area ............................................ 1 - l ~ ~  ' 8  

Length of walks. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .' 1 0 0  

Tompkins Park-area. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7-7~5- 6 

Length of walks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1''' " 

Citv Hall Park-area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 - " 

Zindel Park--area ............................................ l H o "  r r  100 

STATEMENT showiny c~mozcnts o f  r)zntericil on various works ex- 
t<l.ior to the l h r k s ,  by the Brooklyn Park Corn~taissioners. 
--- ---- .- 

NAME OR DESIGNATI~N OF CVORK. CUBIC YAHDS. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  East-side lands 
............................................. Eastern I'arkway.. 

226,134 
786,897 

Washington avenue..  73,150 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Underhill avenue..  50,000 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Parkplace 
Bntler street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1)ouglass street . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  217,184 
Degrawstreet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  91,910 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ocean avenue 35,350 
Franlrliu avenue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 11,675 - 
Coney Island avenue..  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ! 3.250 
Fifteenth street. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13,510 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ocean Parkway.. i 971,200 
Concourse, Coney Is land. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 66,200 

I 



Description of I'cz~,kways, Avenues, Streets and Boads, graded, paved and othe~wise improvcd by the 
Brooklyn Park Com~nissiuners. 

- -- -- - 

I LOCATION. I I~II>TH 1 ~ L N Q ~ R  N A ~ L  OR DESIGNATION CHARACTER O F  I~IPRCIVEMENI IN F E L T , ,  IN F1 ET, RLMARES. 

-- -- 

Eastern Parkway, ..... 
. . . .  Eastern Parkway.. 

Washington avenue. . .  

. Washington avenue.. - 

Underhill avenue.. . . .  

Through east-side  land^. 

From Washington avenue 
to City line . . . . . . . . . .  

From Atlantic avenue to 
City line. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

From City line to East 

1,840 

11,311i8n 

These works were accom- 
plished at diflerent peri- 
ods of time-f~om 1866 
to 1879. 

Xew ~ 6 r k  avenue, in 
the town of Flatbush. . 

Warren street to Eastern 

Douglass street. . . . . . . .  
Degraw street. . . . . . .  
Ocean avenue . . . . . .  

...... Franklin avenue 

Coney Island avenue. . .  
Fifteenth street. ..... 

. . . . . . .  Ocean Parkway. 

. . . . . . . . . . .  
W a t e r - p i p e  laid on 

Ocean Parkway and 

Concourse 

Coney Island Con- 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  course 

---. 

5,052?z0, 

SI a c a d a m  stone, Belgian 

Cobble-stones . . . . . .  

Parkway..  . . . . . . . . . . .  
........... Park place. Vanderbilt to Washington 

. . . . . . . . . . .  avenue 
. . . . . . . .  Butler street. ivanderbilt to Washington 

block and cobble . . . .  

NI a c a d a m  stone, Belginri 
block and cobble. . . . . . . .  

Cobble-stones . . . . . . . . . . .  

Cobble-stones . . . . . . .  
. . . . .  CobbIe-stones 

- 
avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Kew York av. to City line 
New York av. to City line 
Franklin avenue to Flat- 

bnsh avenue . . . . . .  
Flatbush avenue to Coney 

150 

210 

80 

Cobble-stotes . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . .  Belgian pavement. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cobble 

Gravel roadway . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Islnnd avenue . . . . . . . .  Gravel Roadway . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . .  Franklin av. to City line 

City line to Sixteenth s t .  . Gravel roadway. . . . . . . . . . . .  
From Prospect Park to 

Coney Is lanJ . .  . . . . . . .  Gravel roadrvay. . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . .  Coney Island . . . . . .  Bituminous cot crete. 

From Prospect Park to 
Conoy Island . . .  .i6-inch and Cincll cast-iron 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  / pipe .  -- -- - - 



Captain. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
Ser;eants. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 
Keeper-average nnlnber from 1874 to 1879, iriclusivc.. ... 43 
hppointzd-fro111 1874 to 1879, i~~clnsive . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16 
Itesiguations-from 1874 to 1879, inclasive. . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 
Disc*liwges for disc.ipline--frorn 1874 to 1879, incll~sive. . .  11 
Snspenhions for discipline-from 18'74 to 1879, inclusive. . 89 

1874-Daily average, 42. Per cent:rge, 95. 
1875-- L C  37. '6 862, 

1876;-- '( L L  38. 'i 92:i. 
1877- " " 35. 6. 86. 
1878- " ' 32. < ( 76. 
1879- " " 31. 6' 774. 

Arrests. 

For fast d r i ~ i n ~  disorderly condnct, interfering with ofEccrs, 
. &c.-from 1614 to 1879, inclnsive. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  421 

Ejected from tlie Parlzs for minor transgressions of tlle orcli- 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  nancles-from 1574 to 1879, inclusive. 37 

. . . .  Slittltered for the night-fro111 1874 to 1879, iuclrrsi~e. 143 
Lost childl~en--cured for and returr~ed to their parents, from 

1874 to 1879, inclusive.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  86 
Accidents-carriages, slcigh s, &c., from 1 874 to 1873, in- 

clusive.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . .  551 
1)rowning--from 1874 to 1879, inclusive. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Suicides-fronl 1871 to 1879, inclilsive. 7 



ZZetrsrn o f  Visitors f o r  1874 . 
---- -- ........ 

January .................. 
l?'ebru.~ry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
March . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
April . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
May . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
June . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
July ....................... 
haglist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Septernl~er . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
October . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
November . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

' Decernl;er . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Totals ................ 

IZc.tt~nt o f  visitors for 1875 . 
-pp-ppp 

-. 
-. . ..... 

Jnnnary ................... / 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  February 

March . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
April ............... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Junc  ....................... 
Ju ly  

1 May 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
August . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
September ........... 
October .................... 
Nove ) .her  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
December ................ I 

Totals . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 3.309. 285 



ZZetum o f  7isitors for lS76. 
-- 
-- - . - - -- - 

I I I I 

CARRIAGES. I ! EQUES- I PEDEC- ' SLEIGHS. TOTAL. TRIANS. I TI<I.kXS. I 

January . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  February 

March. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  120,870 
April. .................... 197,868 
May . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  308,814 
J u n e .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  312,576 
Ju ly  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  306,555 
A ~ l g i s l .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .I 298,563 
September.. ............... 228,270 
October . . . .  ..... 294,093 
November. . . . . . . . . . .  200,682 
December. . . . . . . . . .  : : : : 102,207 

Totals.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12,753,022 
I 

- - -- - - 
January . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I  
February .................. 
March . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

..................... April 
May . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
July . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
August. 

I 
June  ! 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
September ................ 1 
October . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ! 

I November . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i 
December . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ 

................ Totals / 



Eetzcr)~ qf Fisitoru for 1878 . 
........... ....... ....... . 

- .- ... . .  .... - - ... 
I I I I I 

Jnnl~ary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
February . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Mwch . . . . . . . . . . . .  
April . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
May . . . .  ............ 
Jnne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
J Illy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Sngust . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  
Sapt-rnber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
October . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Novenlber . . . . . . . . .  
Dcceruber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Totals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . 

li?t'tum~ of Tisitors for 1879 . 
. ... . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ..... 

M O ~ T H S  . crnnrAens . EQUXS- ' I'mrs- 
I TBIlNS . TRI.INS. 

- . -. -- .- . - -- p- 
I - .- 

January . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 5.5,070 i 768 i 112, 7.20 
Febrnilry , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
March . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
April . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  May 
June 
Ju ly  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Augnst 
reptember 
October . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
November . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
December . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. .. 

r 1  lotitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ;  2,744, 812 36 492 I 1,253, 972 
1 

A l'icnius-li'rotn 1874 to 1879 . inclnsive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1. 854 
l3ase bsdl gi~tnes-Frotn 4874 to 1879. irlclusive . . . . . . . .  9. 776 
Yolo-1-79 . . . .  1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18  
Paradas-Uivisionh. Brigades, Ilegitnents, &c., froin 1874 

to 1879. inclusive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  48 
Conc.e~ts--From 1874 to 1879. inclnsive . . . . . . . . . . . .  103 
Skating-From 1874 to 1879. inclusive . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  206 
Impounded animals-From 1874 to 1879. inclusive ..... 81 



STATEMENT sho~oiny  the Donations o f  Ani71~als, $70zo/s, &c., 
,fro7n the sever-al nuv~ecl pclrties cic~rin y the y e w s  notol. 

-- - - - - - -- - -- - - --- - - -- -- 

2 deer . . . . . . . . . .  A. F o r n i ~ n .  . . . . . . . . . .  116 Pierrepont street. 
1 deer . . . . . . . . . .  
1 E g y p t i a ~ ~  gander. 
1 deer . . . . . . . . . .  
1 deer . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1 deer . . . . . . . . . . . .  
2 Angora r;~ljhits. . .  
2 brook trout.  . . . . .  
1 a tm.:ul~e . . . . . . . .  
1 bill1 a l f . .  . . . . . . .  

1 Muscovy i lnck. .  . 
1 Calc i~t t :~  l amb. ,  . .  
2 peafowls. . . . . . . .  
1 deer. .  . . . . . . . . . .  

L. C. Beneclict.. ..... 
Capt. TtTnefHcar . . . . . .  
Mr. T111inison.. . . . . . .  
Henry Hentz . . . . . .  
D A. cle Lii~iw . . . . . .  
Dr. Minton. .  . . . . . . . .  
Mr. Sn~i t l j .  . . . . . . . .  
C. EI. Bridges. . . . . . .  
C. P. Smith . .  . . . . . . .  

Bliss J. S .  Hnne..  . . .  
J .  TV. IInnson . . . . . . .  

liernsen street. 
52 Rnsh street. 
Flathush. 
711 St. RIark's :%venue. 
471 Heriry street. 

1 184 Rciusen street. • 
3'ii 13altie street. 
Ki~nsas 
73 I'ierrepont street. 

179 Luqucer street. 
127 I-ligh street. 

1 alligator . . . . . . . . .  Dr. Hutchinson.. . . .  . I  479 Clinton avenue. 
2 foxes.. . . . . . . . . . . .  F. Shcpley . . . . . . . .  1 Blassact~usetts. 
1 deer . . . . . . . . . .  . I  l l i ss  E. S. Wood..  . . .  i S t .  &lark's nvenne. 

. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  I 
I 

1 n~onltey E:. Hi~tch j Nc~v  Jersey. 
. . . . . . . . . . I  2 Angora rabbits. .  Miss IVIeade 26 First  place. 

1 deer. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Gilbert Potter . . . . . . .  G Bedfor(1 avenue. 

. . . . .  2 alligators.. ...... ; Mr. Bergon.. I Flntbnsh. 
1 pe:rcock . . . . . . . . I  Miss A. A. Archer. . .  . I  Cont~ecticut. 
1 fox squirrel. . . . . .  J.  A .  Prentioe . . . . . .  ; 2'3 L:tfayettc avenue. 

I 

1 qua i l . .  . . . . . . . .  : H. E. Pitltiri . . . . .  528 Bergen street. 
1 deer . . . . . . . . . .  . I .  S.  T. Stnrn:~han . . .  ( linton and Union streets. 
1 fiTnsrovy duck . .  . '  .Josel)ll hhort . . . . . . . .  106 North Oxforcl street. 
1 deer , .  . . . . . . . . . .  1-1. 1%. Lliggs. . . . . . . . . .  146 St. J:tmes' piace. 

Dr. J. Sluitli. . . . . . . . .  / St~g  H:trbor. 
TV H .  Wiggitns.. .... I l O ( i  Gates ;lvenlie. 

. . . . .  5 geese . . . . . . . .  other Bnl>tist;~. ~ 
1 dee r . .  . . . . . . . . .  C. H. Mur l~hy . .  .... 
1 deer . .  . . . . . . . .  13. C .  Hill . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . .  1 goat . . . . . . . . . . .  ' G c o r ~ e  -iinfur~l 
200 c t~rp  . . . . . .  E. (;. Blatchforcl . . . .  

UrS~olrlgn. 

52 Dnfiield street. 
189 l'nrlr avenne. 
(irt~vesend 
U. S. Fish Commission. 



L 
1 L 

The following i s  an Exhibit of the Names of RegrcZar and Ten~porary Employ68 of the Park Com- 
~nissioners; showing also their Resider~ce, Rate of Puy,  the Nurnter of Dags and llours employed 
during the Eear, and their Period qf Service under the Park Commi~sioner~. rn 

i 1 Length 
during Year. RATE OF PAY. of 

I Service. -- 
12 months. 

3.58 d a p .  
363 " 

44 # '  

249 " 
214 " 

264 " 
259 

--- -- 
Jno. Y. Culger . . . . . . .  
Francis G Quevedo . . .  
J. A. Anderson.. . . . . . .  
Wm. H. Spmr..  . . . . . . .  
Jno. Maguire . . . . . . . . .  

. . ........ H. T. Davis 
P. Conway. . . . . . . . . . .  
Wm. Edwards. . . . . . .  
Daniel Farrell.. . . . . . . .  
Patrick Hynes.. . . . . . .  
Henry Germdett . . .  
Thos, hlcGrath . . . . .  
Abraham Denike . . . . . .  
J. 8. Lozier.. . . . . . . . .  
Michael Donnelly . . . .  
Michael Smith . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . .  P. C;. Lunny.  
Daniel Hynes.. . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . .  Jas. Rowan.. 
. . . . .  Benjamin Powell 

George Walker.. . . . . . .  
Michael McLnughlin . .  

. . . . . . .  John O'Reilly.. 
Pntrick Irwin . . . . . . . .  
S. &I. Franken . . .  
Patrick McTaveg ...... 
Herman Schmidt. . . . . .  

$300 per n~on th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ,113 years 
225 " . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 3  ' <  

60 " . . . . . . . . .  . I E  .' 
1574 ," . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

34 per d t y . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13 ': 
iO cents per hour. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13 " 

$17 per week.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13 .. 
17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2  ' <  
17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 7  " 

15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ( 7 .' 
15 i c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 " 

15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 " 

15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 " 
15 ' c  ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 
15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  111 .. 
15 " . . . . . . . . . . .  5 " 

15 '. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 ' 
15 " . . . .  . . . . .  . , l o  .. 
15 6 s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 " 

----- 
Douglas~ near Underhill.. . . . . . . .  

. . . . .  Ninth street, near Fourth avenue.. 22 
458 State street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 I T  265 Sixth avenue.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 
Near Degraw and Underhill. ....... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  185 Park place.. 9 I 
Fiftee.ith street and Eleventh avenue. . .  i 22 

22 17 Webster place.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 
Vandrrbilt avenue.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  263 Eighteenth street.. ' 8 
237 Fourteenth street . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 
295 Seventeenth st! eet . . . . . . . . . . .  8 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  422 Seventeenth street . .  
,664 Donglass s t  eet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . .  I Uyrtle avenue a ~ i d  Canton place 
554 Grand avenue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  537 Thir.eenth street 
36 Hudson avei~ue.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  510 Berg-n street.. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 Tent,h avenue. 

Kent avenue.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Berppn street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  553 Vnnde bilt avenue..  
50 Vanderbilt avenue . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. Fifteenth street and Elerenth avenue.. 
Flatbush . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Fiatbush . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

8 
9 
5 
9 

22 
5 
9 

22 
20 
24 
9 
9 

22 



Length 

during Year. 1 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  per week. 8 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  8 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 

- 
Edward Ke ny.. . . .  999 Atlantic avenue.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 272 days. 
Wllliam IVilson . . . . . .  225 Sixteenth street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 296 .' 
Richard Ftillwell.. .... Flntbu~h. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  274 " 
Chas. I togf,rs. .  . . . . . . .  336 De Kxlb avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 274 " 

Edward Ilertinn.. . . . . .  600 Vanclerbilt avenue.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 277 " 

Laurence Hayes.. ..... 676 Sixth aven7&e.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 1 280 * '  
John Gondwin . . . . . . . .  383 Thirteenth street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23 252 " 

David Rlnxwell. . . . . . . .  Fifteenth street iind Eleventh avenue. . 22 287 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pt~trick Byme. .  . . . . . . .  504 Sixthavenne 22 277 " 

I'atricli Byrno. . . . . . . .  123 Eagle street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17 276 .' 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  R. J. NIolloy . . . . . . . . .  4544 Decatnr street . .  25 250 " 

Hug11 Kelly. .  . . . . . . . . .  90 North Sixth street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14 266 " 

George Kersnell. ...... ,Flatbuiih . I  257 " 

John D. Lloyd. 
. . . . . . .  

222 Clerrnc n t  t~r7eniie 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  David Bothwell /52 Butler street.. 10 265 " 

. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  261 " 

Gonnan ~ ' N e i l i  . .Fifterntli street and Fleventh areno;:: : i 266 . i  
Robert Mitchell. . . . . .  1319 Seventeenth street . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 ! 230 " 

Cornelius BInrllhy. . . . .  ;59l Sixth nvenile. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 257 " 
Augilst TTkert.. . . . . . . . .  F l r h a ~ h .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2'41 ' I  

Samuel Meyers.. . . . . .  '537 Gates avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23 264 
P. McGaffignn. . . . . . . .  ,716 D e ~ n e  street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 9 1 52-19 

... August Colery.. . . . . . . .  ,696 13elgen street . .  . . . . . . . . . .  9 36%5 " 

years . 

James (li~ssidy.. . . . . . .  245 Sixteenth street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 
John Brasch . . . . . . . . . .  '409 Prospect nven~ic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 
Ellen Condon . . . . . .  i~scff ic  street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 
Catherine Smith.. . . . .  Pacific s reet . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 
Lizzie P a l l i n . .  . . .  1530 Fifteenth street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 
James McCaon. . . . . . . .  ,436 Degr~w street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 
Wm. Ring . . . . . . . . .  '857 Prospect avenue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 
John B! Holl nd . .  . . . . .  j ~ o r t  Hamilton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

365 " 

365 " 
3,550 hours 

310 ' (  
870 
277 days. 
275 " 

2.280 hours 

16 " . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 " 

15 c t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $15 per week. 
15 6 '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  .,20 cents per hour. 

4 " 

7 "  
12 " 

7 '; 
10 ' I  

4 " 

10 years. 
8 "  
4 " 

15 " . . . . . . . . . . . .  
15 .' . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 " 

20 cents per hour, $15 perweek. 
$17 perweeli.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 " 

10 cents per hour. . . . . . . . . . . .  . 1 ;  yy. . 
1 0  " . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



, 
6 '  

' ( 

' 6  

' 

year. 

years. 
' I  

3,650 " 

202 days. 
147 I '  

3,721 hours 
3,690 
1,530 " 
2,550 " 
3,203 " 
2,285 " 

3,370 
3,650 c c  

3,650 " 
3,130 " 

3,650 " 

2 0 :0 .' 
2,492 " 

2,067 '. 
2,476 " 

2,556 " 

3,616 " 

2,401 " 

3,111 " 
51 3 

2,603 " 

'2 218 " 

2,207 i 1  

2,851 ', 
2,742 " 

3,182 '. 
1,186 ' (  
1,115 '. 

165 'I 

1,362 " 

732 " 

. 

John A. Ward. . . . . . . . .  
Wm. Irvine.. . . . . . . . . . .  
Edward Worrall. . . . . .  
Michael McLougUin.. . 
James Faye.. . . . . . . . . . .  
Ann Hosey.. . . . . . . . . . .  
Mary McGannigan.. . . .  
John Hamilton. . . . . . . .  
Anton Gerater.. ....... 
David Thompson . . . .  
Samuel A .  Dunn . . . . .  
Rf~ber t  Ayres.. . . . . . . .  
W. C .  Whittlesey ..... 
Dnvid TI'. Thompson.. 
Paul Uassenger. . . . . . .  
Frederick Alber ....... 
Thomas Lowry.. . . . . . .  
Patrick Gannon.. . . .  
William Ballard ....... 
Michael Kenniffe.. .... 
John Smith. .  . . . . . . .  
John Kiidea.. ......... 
Thomas Lenehen. . . . . .  
Thoinas Brady . . . . . . . .  
Wi1,ett Hicks.. ........ 
l o h l  Grace .......... 
James Biggett.. . . . . . . .  
John Gill . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  
Wm. Hyland. . . . . . . . . .  
Moses Somers. . . . . . . . .  
Charles Kaiser.. . . . . . .  
John Blaney . . . . . . . .  
Patrick Gaffney.. ...... 
J o h ~  Dunnigan . . . . . . .  
Peter Bracken.. . . . . . .  

year. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  608 Sixteenth street 1 22 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  508 Fifth avenue.. 22 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  148 6ncke:t street 6 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  241+ Tenth street ( 22 
.................... 819 Deane street.. . I  9 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Clove road..  9 
Sixteenth street and Eleventh avenue.. . 22 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  98 Hall street 7 
Fifth avenue and Thirteenth street . .  . .  . I  22 
43 St. John's place . . . . . . . . . . . .  
i'arlrville . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  ::: i . 

. . .  Fifteenth s t r e e t s n  Eleventh avenue. 22 , 
. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  "ast New York.. .. 

?ergen street ne l r  Underhill avenue. . . .  9 
Cwency-seventh street and Fifth avenue. 8 
itteentll street and Eleventh avenue.. . 22 

( 8 6  Bergen s'reet ..... . . . . . . . . . .  9 
Sixteenth st,reet and Eleventh a~lenue.. . 22 
Fifth avenue near Fifteenth street . . . .  22 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Underhill and Bergen.. 9 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  210 Erergreen avenue.. 18 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Underhill avenue.. 9 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bergen street.. 9 I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  337 Nevins. 10 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  350 Seventeenth street. 8 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  670 Bergen street.. I 9 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  209 Park avenue. 9 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  680 Douglws street. 9 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  506 Sixteenth street.. 22 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  904 Bergen street 9 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .'New York 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  99 Tillary 4 
Court street near Brush. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Flatbush. 
556 Fifteenth street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Hugh Bannon . . . . . . . . .  
Michael Folliard . . . . . .  
Thomas Miller. .  . . . . . .  

16 cents per hour, $15 per week. 4 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $15 per week.. 

15 I '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . .  25 cents per hour . .  

25 ............. 
10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
10, :: . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
25 . . . . . . . .  
25 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

8 
4 

12 
12 
4 
3 

11 
11 

Classon and St. Mark's . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
787 Deane street ..................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Flatbush. 211 " 

221 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15 
20 ' ;  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 1 2  
20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ill 
171 " . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .I12 

i '  . . . . . . . . . . .  . . l a  
12% . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 
124 '<  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
124 " 

4 
. . . . . . . . . . .  9 

la$ '<  . . . . . . . . . . .  :: : i  
12+ and 15 cents per hour . .  .... 3 
124 cents per h J u r . .  . . . . . . . .  ,112 
121 1 '  .............. 
l2f and 15 cents per hour . . .  i 
1 2  cents per hour. . . . . . . . . . . .  ,112 
12.3 and 15 cents per hour . .  ... 1 2  
124 cent* per hour . .  . . . . . . . . . .  ,111 
1 2  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i 3 
124 and 15 cents per hour.  ..... 
124 cents per hour.  . . . . . . . . . . . .  
12% . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
l 2 i  6 '  

124 ............. 
12; . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
121 " . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
15 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
173 and 22& cents per hour.  . 

........... 12% cents per hour.. 

10 
7 

11 
1 



Nurn)?, itcsi(lences, Bate8 qf I-'ay, dc . ,  of ErnployLs of the Park: Cor/zmission~rs-Continued 

Length 
RATE OF PAY. 

Service. 
-.-_.__ 

. Robert F leming 
William E'ullarn.. . . . . .  
W. R. Dickiuson . . . . .  
Valentine 'ox. . . . . . .  
James M. Tobin. . . .  
Harvey Bnnce. . . . . . . .  
Wm Mosscrop.. . 
Joseph Quevedo. . . . . . .  
Philip Mc&Ianis . . .  
John McGraw. . . . . .  
George Brrne  . . . .  
John Cassidy.. . . . . . . .  
Patrick Bergen.. . . . . . .  
Daniel Calnan, . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . .  Thomas Wright 
Patrick Welsh. . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . .  James W~lson 
Pntrick Hartigan ...... 
Thomas Gullen.. . . . . .  
Hugh Maguire ....... 
James Finsley.. . . . . . . .  
Michael Monahan. . . . .  

. . .  Thomas Hartigan.. 
....... Wm. Watson 
. . . . . . .  Patrick Crown.. 

Jacob B(.wers . . . . . . . . .  
Garrett McDonald. . . . .  

. . . . . .  Patrick Morun.. 
..... Michael Buckley 

Theodore Green. ...... 

_______- ______I 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  67 O.irl+on avenue.. 20 2,871 hours. l 2 $  cents per h o u r  3 yeam. 

118 North Seveuth street. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18 1,434 " 124 . . . . . . .  5 "  
lIrorx(l\~:~y, Eastern Dis rict . . . . . . . . . . . .  18 3 042 " 17; . . . . . . . . . . . .  
h lathush. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,314 I <  171 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I i i  '12 " Butler slreet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 '  . .i. . 
181 Jay htreet.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 
Flatbush a v d u e . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I  9 
PI tbush.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
379 B ~ l l i c  stre t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
F1:ltb11.;!1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Wnrren street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
228 Park place . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
612 Vanderbilt wecue . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
226 Bridge street. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

12 .' 
7 " 

11 " 
12 " 
11 " 

12 " 

11 " + 
3 l 1  

C 

0 12 " 

5 ".  

10 

1) 
9 
9 
5 

3,348 '. ,174 . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3,328 " . . . . . . . . . .  
3,734 " 1;; . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3,130 ' 15 . . . . . . . . . . . .  
:I 632 " 1 5  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

12 " 
12 " 

12 " 
9 " 

9 " 

9 "  
12 " 

12 " 
3 " 

11 " 

5 " 

7 " 
1 year. 
1 " 

1 "  
5 yeam. 

. .  Prospect place and Vanderbilt avenue 
140 Flushing avenue.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  288 Nineteenth street.. 
Clnsson avenne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1,148 Parlr place . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Ninth avenue.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
426 Warren street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
653 \V~shiugton avenue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  655 Douglass street.. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  /washington avepue.. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Flatbush.. :. 

81 Oxford street . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Degraw street . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  St. Mark's avenue..  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . .  St. Mark's avenue 

Flatbush.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

d,i93 ' 
4.083 '"16 
2,751 " 

2,740 " 

1,741 " 

15 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . .  

1; L . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
15 . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . .  15 and 174 cents per hour . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  
9 

I 

20 
9 
9 
9 

2,690 " 
3,062 " 

3,356 " 

11 " 

28 " 

23 " 

739 " 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  12+ " 

124 " . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
124 " . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
126 ' . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
124 " . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
124 " . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

.... 124 and 15 cents per hour . .  



David Ditmar . . . . . . . .  i1,019 Union street. .................... 
Henry P. Haynes;. ... ,1187 Lafilyette avenue .................. 
Patrick con no:^. .... )187 Lafayette avenue .................. 
Peter Bracken.. . . . . . .  ,556 Fifteenth street.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Michael Moran.. . . . . . .  I~rospect place and Ninth avenue.. . . . . .  

. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  Miles Sweeny :Bergen street and Fifth avenue.. 
Thomas Brennan . . . .  /Jay corner Willoughby.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . .  Richard Chainberlain. .!Sixteenth street and Binth avenue.. 
John Holland.. . . . .  
W. T. Travis . 
George Jlauon.. . . . . . .  
Chas. E. H u n t . .  . . . . .  
David Thonlpson. . . . .  
Seth Keeney.. . . . . . . . .  

5 " 

11 " 
1 year. 

10 J ears. 
12 " 

11 " 

2 " 

1 year. 
4 years. 

11 " 

831 " 123 centsper hour . .  ........... 
1,140 

1 5  
............. 

Fort Ha~nilton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Flatbush.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Twelfth street and Sixth avenue . . . . . . .  
Fl~itbush.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Bergen street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
22 Clermont avenue .................. 

1216 " 

1,046 " 

3,525 
3 595 " 

563 " 
190 . ' I  

40 " 

3,844 " 

Peter Bracken. . . . . . .  ,1556 Fifteenth street,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
,John 3Tc3Jurron.. ..... Flatbush avenue near Park place.. ...... 1 

. . . .  David Racon 556 Fifteenth street. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  Assa \V~llis.. Psrkville. 

Michael Farroll.. ...... 698 Bergen street. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
John E. Curtin. .  . . . . . .  810 Classon avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Peter Bracken. . . . . . . .  656 Fifteenth street. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Peter Bracken.. . . . . . .  556 1:ifteenth street. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Seth Keeney . . . . . . . . . .  22 1 Clrrmont avenue 
James Fnrey . . . . . . . . .  187 Navy street.. ..................... 
&Ianrice Condon 232 Sixteenth street.. .................. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  John McLaughlin . . . . .  Smith near Sackett.. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  James Feeney. . . . . . . . .  208 Little Water street 

John Donovan .(Thirteenth street near Nint'h avenue.. 
I .. . . . . . . .  I Fatriclr Keegm.. . . . . . .  9: 4 Bergen.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Simon Loeffele.. . . . . .  Flatbush. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  Thomas Connor. Saclrett street 

Michael Teirney.. . . . . .  ,292 Classon avenue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Michael Brady ........ Flatbush.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. .  John Keegan.. . . . . . . . .  Washington a~ enue and Butler street. 
. . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  Chzs. Clampitt Twelfth street near Fifth avenue 

John Crumley. ......... Sutler street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . .  ..... Thomas Conson.. Bergen street near Fifth avenue.. 

. .  James Pinkerton ...... j ~ a s h i n ~ t o n  avenue and Butler street. 

40 . . . . . . . . . . . .  
25 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . .  27.3 and 30 cents per hour . .  
. . . . . . . . . . .  25 cents per hour . .  

25 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
25 ............. 
20 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
25 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

65 " 
2,290 " 

808 
508 '' 
920 ' I  

...... 20 and 25 cents per hour.  i 1 year. 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  25 cents per hour.  

25 ............. 
25 . . . . . . . . . . . .  
10 . . . . . . . . . . . .  

(12 years. 
12 " 

1 year. 
1 " 

7 years. 
1 year. 
1 "  
9 years. + 

12 " 
+ - 

10 " 

10 " 

1 year. 
11 years. 
5 " 

3 " 
3 " 

1 year. 
12 years. 
1 year. 
1 " 

1 " 

1 "  
1 " 

4 years. 
12 " 
3 " 

5 " 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  . i  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

........... 
2,778 . . .  .* ........ 

25 . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
29 12,. 
I1 ' 

3313 days. 
346s c i  

505 hours. 
2,980 " 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
12; . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $10 per week. 
10 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . .  124 cents per hour . .  
124 cents per hour, $11 perweek. 



Names. Besida~ces. Bates of Pay. &c., of Employis of the Park Co~n~nissioners- C'oncluded . 

. . . . . . .  Patriek Keegnn 
. . . . .  William bfaxwell 

Rqhert &IcCormack . . . .  
. . . . . . .  Gee.. ge Weigner 

. . . . . . . . .  . . R L Payne 
John H,~rrison . . . . . . . . .  
Frank Follinrd . . . . . . . .  
Samuel Rog .ra . . . . . . . .  
William Moran . . . . . . . .  
.John Hickey . . . . . . . . . .  

Employm'nt 
durillg Year . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  901 Rergen street 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Washington avenue 

281 Navy street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  558 Sixth avenue 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fifteenth street 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  432 Eighteenth street 

12 Stwben street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  357 De Kalb avenue 

683 Butler street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Bntler street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Length 
RATE OF PAY . 

year . 
years . 

1 
12 
4 

12 
12 
12 
12 
11 
12 

7 
3 

. ............ hours ll2+ cents per hour 

6 '  

' 
' I  

" .. 
' 
' 
. ' 

:: 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jaines Cloonen . I 993 Pacifi4- street 
Williani Flaherty ...... Warren street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Patrick Wallace . . . . . . .  690 At1 i n t ~ c  avenue 
. . . . . . . . . . .  James Anders $n  . . . . . . .  /255 Seventeenth street 

Thonlas Finsley . . . . . . .  1426 Warren street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Timothy Gil' oby ..... /Flatbush . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
James Shine . . . . . . . .  '86 Navy street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
A . D . Drinnmon(l . . . .  553 Degrew street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

6 

year . 

6 

' 

124 " ... . . . . . . . . .  
12; . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . .  121 and 15 cents per hour 1 7  
. . . . . . . . . . . .  12; cents per hour r12 

12' . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 
12; . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 
124 . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 
l2J  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 ;lh . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 6  

Petrick Shaughnessy . .  
John Crine . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . .  William Nolin 

124 " . . . . . . . . . . . .  

LTnderdll avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
167 Hun ington street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  716 Bergen street 
. . . . . . . . . .  Isaac Harris . . . . . . . . . .  Fifth street near Fifth aven ~e 
. . . . . . . . .  Isaac Harris . . . . . . . . . . .  Fifth street near Fifth avenue 
. . . . . . . . . .  Isma Harris . . . . . . . . . . .  (Fiftll sireeL near Fifth avenue 

. . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Henry J . Fnrquliar 1387 Monroe street 
Charles Uerrie . . . . . . . . .  182 Schermerhorn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Edith Mallett . . . . . .  Flatbl~sh avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i Wm . Connor . . . . . . . . . .  860 Pacific street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .-. . .  . James McCabe . . . . . . . .  l ~ e w  York . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  John Fegan 1356 Fifteenth street 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  
" 

123 
' 
‘ 

days . 
hours . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
123 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
la+  ............. 
12; . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
124 cents per hour. $11 perweek . 
12; cents per hour . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

" . 126 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



John Pall in.  . . . . . . . . . .  '630 Fiftee~lth street. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 lears.  
. . . . . . . . . . . .  Wm. Prenclergast.. . .  151 Don.1 s s . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 year. 

Pet,er Keecan . . . . . . . . .  15t Donnlass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 ,, - . . -. .- - - - .  
John Farre11 . . . . . . . . . .  Flathush near Pacific.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 251 " 12% ............. 1 " 

Peter R o r k e  . . . . . . . . .  151 Douilnss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 120 . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 ' $  

Wrn Shields 268 Smith. 10 158 g g  ki . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 years. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ......... 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Thos.Stanfielcl . . . . .  F,a thush  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. 2 0 8 2  " !12X 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  

11 I '  

Jarrles Cox.. . . . . . . . . . .  l ~ u t l e r  near Hoyt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I  1 year. 

SUMMARY. 

Of our regnlttr emplojks, seventy-seven, it appears, have been ill the employ of the Park Coin- 
missioilers during a period of from ten to thirteen years; s e r e~~ teen  from eight to ten years; thirty 
from six to eiylit years; tweiity from four to six years; and tlie rerliair~der for various periods ranging 
under lo i~r  years. A few of the lrleri ellurvierated in the foregoing statement were temporarily w 
employed. for short periods only, for cpecaial purposes, and do not form a part of our stated force. r 

w 
$bunt 50 rnen reside in tlie Niiith ward, 

L 43 ib ( (  Twen ty-second ward, 
8 i i  

c i  Eighth ward, 
15 " ( 6  'Tenth ward, 

7 " 
6  Tweritietll ward, 

and the retnainder are distributed about tlic several wards of tlie city, with the exception of a few 
who live beyond the city line for convenience. 



hventory of rrulty ancZ other property 6elonqiny to the Brooklyn 
A r k  Co?~~nzissionera on the 31st duy of Uecembar, 1S7H. 

REAL ESTATE. 

Prospect Parli (inclndi~lg t11c east side lands), about. .630 acres. 
Washington Park . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  308 &' 

To~npkins Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7~ ‘ 6  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  City Parli 7+ " 

Carroll Park . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11% " 
City Hall Park. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14 b b  

STOCK. 

Horses.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I  13 / ( 10 !\rorlriog. 

1 3 inferior. 
Sheep . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . I  77 
Deer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I 213 Fo\vl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  / 
1 -- I 

Tlle latter itc-IT) comprises 15 swan, 128 geese, 6 2  ducks, 18 
peafowls ; 25 larnbs, 4 deer, 50 geese, 6 1 c1ocl;s \Irere added to the , 
stocli Cl~irislg the year. 

WATER TRUCKS. 

2 two-llorse trncks, good condition. 
Ci two-l~orse trucks, good uondition. 
4 two-horse trncke, fkir, in use a l ~ u t  eight, years. 
2 one-horse trucks, fair, in tise about eight yeals. 

TVAGOKS AND CSliTE. 

2 two-horse dirt wagons, good co~lclition. 
2 two Iiorse dirt  \v:~golls, fair colldition. 
3 two horse dirt wagons, worsi out. 
2 0nc horse carts, gooti co~~dition. 
I one-horse cart, fair co~~ditiou. 
2 one-horse carts, 1~or11 out. 
2 handcarts, worn out. 
1 light wagon, nearly worn out. 
2 lumber sleighs, good condition. 
2 ice planers and scrapers, good condition. 

83 large lar~terns for skating house, good condition. 



1 fifteen ton steam roller, serviceable. 
2 iron hand rollers, serviceable 
2 two-llorse iron cylinder 1-ollers, serviceable. 
1 eight-horse iron cylirlder roller, serviceable. 
1 fourteen-inch Q70rthington duplex purny, wit11 boiler, good 

order. 
2 hydraulic jacks, goocl order. 
1 screw jack, good order. 
3 boon1 derricks, rnisc.elliineous sizes, wit11 gearing worn out. 
1 four-by-ten inch Blake stone-crushing machine, serviceable. 
1 capstan, serviceable. 
1 hose trncli, worn ont. 
1 stone truck, worrr out. 
7 ladders, suc.11 as steps and ordinary, sel*viccal)lc. 
1 portable house furnace, service:~ble. 
1 1jortal)le I)lacksmitl~s' furnace, servic.ei~ble. 

1.5 stoves for offices, skating llollse and shelters, good order. 
2 sets of double harness, worn ont. 
5 sets of* double harness, good condition. 
5 sets of single llarness, three sets worn out. - 300 feet 2;-inch leather fire hose. 

700 poundsoof assorted sizes rope. 
300 feet rubber hose. 

2 platfor111 scales. 

SUPPLIES I N  BUILDINGS, kc. 

Under this head is included the stocl: of ofiiou tixt,ures, snch as 
desks, chairs, ta1,les and safes, wit11 a stocli of I)oolis, blanks a r~d  
office materi:il geneyally for current use, the bulk of wiiiclr lias 
been in use for a period ranging from five to eleven years. 

TOOLS. 

Tlie stock of small tools and implements on lland have not met 
the ordinary requiremerlts of the worli during the past season, 
and consists of 20 shovels, 86 picks and r~~attoaks, 37 wood and 
iron rakes, 6 hoes, 6 axes, 37 brooms, 6 baskets, 19 pails, 5 dip- 
pers, 21  crow-bars, 11 paint brushes, &c., together with a strlall 
stock of carpenters' and blacksmiths' tools. 

The stock of stable matel~ial, besides the Inore important items 
previously enumerated, includes ordinary stable supplies, llorse 
blankets, field umbrellas for water trucks, brashes and stable 
furniture in very limited quantity, and in a deteriorated con- 
dition. 15 



12  American ensigns in good condition ; 15 flags worn out. 
The clothing of the keepers' force consists of 84 suits of 

sunilner and winter miiforrns and 8 rubber coats in fair order. 

ENGINEERS' SUPPLIES. 

4 drawing boards. 
4 transits. 
4 levels. 

With a sinall stock of rods, tapes, plumb bobs, and other engi- 
neering paraphernalia. 

MATERIAL AND GENERAL SUPPLIES. 

W e  have on hand a supply of material for current use, snvh as 
oil for lamps, a srilall stoc.1; of various paints, a stnil11 lot of 111111- 
ber and hnilding material, sewer drain pipe, tiles, &c. 

As heretofore, the oustom has been, during the year, to order 
only such material as was absolutely needed for i:nrnediwte use. 

HOUSES. 

There are several liouses on the east side lands ; a portion of 
these are occupied by ernplo.yCs and others o ~ i  rer~tnl. Thc rents 
ibr the same are received and avcountecl for. 



METEOROLOGICAI, TABLE No. 1. 

Table showing the oherved JTeight o f  the Barometer, monthlp, 
for  the Year  endiny Dece912her 31, 1874. 

January. ........ . I  30.183 
February..  . . . . . . .  30.176 
March.. . . . . . . . . . .  30.015 
April . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  30.056 
May . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30.018 
June ............. , 29.983 
July ............. 30.070 
August. .  . . . . . . . . .  30.067 
September.. . . . . . .  30.141 
October . . . . . . . . . .  30.133 
November . . . . . . . .  30.185 
December . . . . . . .  30.169 

Annual Mean, at 7 A. M., of 365 obfiervntion~, 30 099. r 

Annual Mean, at 2 P. M., of 365 observations, 30.073. 

Annual Mean, at  9 P. N., of 365 observntions, 30 101. 

Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 30 091. 

Maximum for the year, 30 739 ; 9 P. M., December 31. 

Minimum for the year, 29.319; 9 P. X., November 23. 

Diffkrence of Range, 1.420. 



M I*;TEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 2. 

lhble showi?/y the St~tte o f  the Thermoi.~leter, 7nonthly, _for the 
Year ending Decs7nber 31, 1874. 

- - -- - - -- -- - - 

January . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . .  Fehr  lurg 

M a c h  ...... 
April . . . . . . . . . . .  
May . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
J u n e  . . . . . . . . .  
.Tuly.. . . . . . . . . . .  ' 
Sngns t  . . . . . . . .  
September. . . . . . . .  
October . . . . . . . . . .  
November . . . . . . .  
1)rceml)er . . . .  

Annual Mean, a t  7 ti. M., of 365 observations, 46.97. 

Annual Mean, a t  2 P. M., of 365 observations, 54.92. 

Annual Mean. at  9 P. M., of 365 ~bservat~ions,  49.65. 

Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 50.51. 

Maximum during t he  year, 93.50. 

Minimum clliring the  year, 3.00. 

Difference of Range, 89.50. 



METEOROLOGICATA TABLE NO. 3. 

Table shozuing the Dulaation and Uepth o f  Ba in  and Snow, 
monthly, during the Year  ending Becernber 31, 1874. 
- .- - - --A -- --.pp-p--.- -~ -- -- ~ - - 

"a g E=<g" 
,pq 5 9 223 

) + $.E a l i l y  t 
2 2 c!?g .kg.- m C F  om += 

$ 2 2  $Fj2 
-- - - - -- 22  

January. .  . 13 4 22 45 2.49 7.50 1.50 9 2.I 5 February . . . .  11 3 9 45 .46 17.00 2.80 %,s March . . . .  .' 10 3 3 1 1 5  1 .101  4.25 1 .01 o k SZ 
April . .  . . . . . .  1 G  6 14 30 8.83 . . . . . . . .  8 88 14 

May . . . . . . . . .  10 3 2 50 . . . . . . . .  2.24 je -"  
June  ......... ll 2 14 15 . . . . . . . .  2.31 

. . . . . . . .  July . . . . . . . . .  8 1 9 15 2.41 2.41 zi;h$; 
Augus t . .  .... 6 2 10 15 2.90 ... . . . .  2.90 .+-"$ September. .  . 
October . . . . . .  
November . . . .  
December.. . .  

Totals . .  ... 

9 
5 
7 

11 

117 

4 
1 
1 
3 

-. 

39 

22 
21 
12 
4 
- 

4 

55 
55 
. .  
30 

10.13 
1 .86 
1.80 
1.33 

. . 
,... 

. . . . . . .  
1 .56  

Z w X a  a 
Pi 

.... 

.... 

8.00 

10 

10.13 
1.86 
1.80 
2.89 

I 
37.91 

I, ~22% g 
g.2 
2 5 gZ 2 

36.75 6.87 44.78 



METEOROLOGICAL TA13LE No. 1. 

Table showing the obscrvecl 3Ieight of the Barofneter, ?nont/~ly, 
for the Year endiny December, 31, 1875. 

Jann,xrg ......... 
Febrnurg.. . . . . . . . .  
March . . . . . . . . . . . .  
April . . . . . . . . . . . .  
May . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
June  . . . . . . . . .  
July.  ............. 
August.. . . . . . . . . . .  
September ....... 
0ctol)er.. . . . . . . . .  
November. . . . . . . .  
Decenlber . . . . . . . .  

Annual Menn, at 7. A. M., of 365 observations. 30 080. 

Annual Meun, at  2. P. II., of 365 observations, 30.017. 

Annual Mean, at  9. P. M., of 365 observations, 30 070. 

Annual Jdean of 1,095 observations, 30 055. - 
Maximum for the year, 30 692. 

Minimum for the year. 29 440. 

Difference of Range, 1 243. 



ME'1'EOROLOGICAI, T A B L E  No. 2. 

Table showing the hitate of' the Thermometer, monthly, ,for 
the Year endng December 31, 1875. 

Jannary .......... 
February . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  March 
April. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
May . . . . . . . . . . .  
June . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
July . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
August. . . . . . . . . . . .  
September. . . . . . .  
October . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . .  Noven~ber 
. December . . . . . . . .  

A n ~ u a l  Mean, at  7 A. @I., of 365 observations, 44.96. 

Annual Mean, at  2 P. M., of 365 observations, 52 59. 

Annual Mean, at  9 P. &I., of 365 observations, 47 16. 

Annual mean of 1,095 ohservaticns, 48 65. 

Maximum during the year, 94. 

Minimum during the year, -- 1.50. below zero.) 

DiEerence of Range, 95.50. 



METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 3. 



METEOR01,OGICAL T.1BLE No. 1. 

T k b l e  showing !he o6served I Ie igh t  of' the Bc~ror/zefer, monthly, 
for  the Y e a r  enditzy Becenzber 31, 1876. 

January . . . . . . . . .  30.142 
February . . . . . . .  30.118 
March.. . . . . . . . . .  30.043 - April.. . . . . . . . . . .  29.994 
May.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  30.088 
J u n e . .  ........... 30.054 
July ............. 30.049 
August . . . . . . . . . .  30.114 
September. . . . . .  30.028 
October . . . . . . . . . .  30 0'37 
November ....... 30.000 
December . . . . . . . .  30.007 

Annual Mean, at  7 A. M., of 366 observatious, 30 056. 

Annual Mean, at  2 P. M., of 366 observations, 30.025. 

Annual Mean, at  9 P. M., of 366  observation^, 30.048. 

Annual Mean of 1,098 observations, 30.043. 

Maximum for the year, 30.894. 

Minimum for the year, 29.134. 

Differeuce of Range, 1.760. 

16 



~ZETEOROLOGICAI~ TABLE NO. 2 .  

Table showin:/ the State o f  the Themn,o7,zeter, ~no~z t ldy ,  for  the 
Y e a r  encliny Decenzber 31, 1876. 

January ...... 
February . .  . .  
March . . . . . . .  
April . . . . . . . .  
May. . . . . . . . .  
June . . . . . . . . .  
July . . . . . . . . .  
Augiir t . . . . . . .  
September.. .. 
October . . . . . .  
November . . . .  
December. . .  

Annual Mem, at 7 A. M., of 366 observations, 47 69. 

Annual Mean, at  2 P. M , of 366 observations, 53 75. 

Annual Mean, at  9 P. M., of 366 observations, 49 60. 

Annual Meau of 1,098 observations, 50 34. 

Maximum during the year, 98 50. 

Minimum during the year, 0.50. 

Range, 98. 



METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 3. 

Table showing the Duration and Depth. of Rain and Snow, 
nzonthly, drhriny the Year ending Decembe?? 31, 1876. 

# 

January.. ... ./ 
F e b r u ~ r y  . . . .  i 
March.. ...... ' 
April.. ....... 
Mag . . . . . . . . .  I 
Jnne. ! ........ 
July.  ......... 
Anguat. ..... 
reptember.. . . I  
October. ...... 
November.. .. 
December.. . .  

Totals. .  .. , I  

Occasional 
Snow 

flurries. 
I 

Light ) showers. 
J 

Snow flur- 
ries. 



METEOROLOGICAL TABItE NO. 1. 

Table shozoing the ohserved Height of the Barometer, naonthly, . 
for the Year ending December 31, 1877. 

Jar~unry .......... 
Fet~rnnly. .  . . . . . . . .  
March . . . . .  
April . . . . . . . . . . . .  
b'ay . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Juue. .  . . . . . . . .  
Jnly. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
August . . . . . . . . . . .  
Septeruber. . . . . . . .  
October. . . . . . . . . . .  
November . . . . . . . .  
Uecernber. . . . . . . . .  

Annual Mean, at  7 A. M., of 365 observations, 30.057. 

Annual Mean, a t  2 P. M., of 36j observations, 30.008. 

Annual Uilmn, at  9 P. M., of 365 observations, 30.068. 

Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 30.044. 

Mziximum for the year, 30.598. 

Minimum for the year, 29.285. 

Range, 1.313. 



METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 2 .  

Table showing the Xtnte o f  Thermomete~, monthly, for  the Year  
ending December 31, 1877. 

- - -- - -- -- -- -- - - - - -- - 
I I I I I I I 

January . . . . . . . . .  
February.. . . . . .  

............ March 
....... - April 

Mag . . . . . . . . .  
June.. .......... 
Jnly ........... 
August . . . . . . . . . .  
September. . . . . .  
October ...... 
November.. ... 
Depember. ........ 

Annual Mean, at 7 A. M., of 365  observation^, 50.47. 

Annual Mean, at  2 P. M., of 365 observations, 56.89. 

Annual Medn, a t  9 P. M., of 365 observations, 49. . 
Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 51.45. 

Maximum during the year, 92.50. 

Minimum during the year, 10. 

Range, 82.50. 



METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 3 

Table showing the Duration a d  Depth  o f  Bain and Snow* 
rnonthlp, &ring the Pear  e n d k g  Decem6er 31, 1877- 

January.. .... 7 
February .... 6 
March ....... 18 
April . . . . . . . .  9 
May . . . . . . . . .  13 
June  ........ 12 
July . .  . 1 11 
A u g u s t . .  . . . .  8 
September. . .  6 
October. . . . .  12 

. November. .  
December.. . .  , 7 



METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 1. 

Table shozui~~g the ohserved Height o f  the Baronzeter, monthly, 
j b r  the Year  encling Deccm6e.r 31, 1878. 

January . . .  
February . . 

... &laralr.. 
Apr i l . .  .... 
Nuy . . . . . .  
Juue  . . . . . .  
Ju ly . .  . . .  
August . . . .  
September. 
October.. . .  
Norem h r . 
December.. 

Annual Mean, at 7 A. M., of 365 observations, 30.016. 

Annual Mean, at 2 P. M., of 365 observations, 29.985. 

Annual Mean, at 9 P. M., of 365 observations, 29.908. 

Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 29.999. 

Maximum for the year, 30.640. 

Minimum for the year, 29.125. 

Range, 1.515. 



METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 2. 

Ta6le S/LOW;?O~ t h e  S f a t e  o f  Thernaometer ,  nzonthly, for the Y e a r  
e n c h y  Decesnber 31, 1878. 

-- 

... . . . . . . .  January 
. . . . . . .  February.. 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  March 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  April 

May . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  June 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  July.. 

August .  ........ . I  
September. . . . . . .  .!  
October.. ......... 
November . . . . . . .  
December. . . . . . . . .  ! 

Annnal Mean, at  7 A. M., of 365 observations, 48.91. 

Annual Mean, at  2 P. M., of 365 observations, 57 37. 

Annual Mean, at  9 P. AT., of 365 observations, 51.50. 

Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 52.59. 

Maximum for the year, 97. 

Minimum for the year, 8.50. 

Range, 88.50. 



METEOROLOGICAL TABLE NO. 3. 

Table sholoing the D u ~ a t i o r ~  cl?zcl  Depth qf &in and Snow, 
nzonthly, durinr~ th2 Yeur ending Uecemhsr 31, 1878. 

January ..... 
February ... 
March..  . . . .  
Apri l . .  . . .  
May ......... 
June  ........ 
July . .  ....... 
August ...... 
September.. . , 
October.. 
Ndvember. : : : / 
December.. . .  

Totals.. .... 

5.417 I Occasional 
3 323 Snow 
4.512 Flurry. 
1.205 1 

: I Occasional 

$ 2  1 s::::h. 
2.123 J 
2.318 Occasional 
4.66 Snow 
5.29 Flurries. 

47.306 



METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 1. 

Annual Mean, at  7 A. M., of 365 observations, 30.085. 

Annual Mean, at 2 P. M., of 365 observritions, 30.045. 

Annnal Mean, at  9 P. X., of 36.5 observations, 30.086. 

Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 30.072. 

Naximnm for the year, 30 723. 

Minimum for the year, 29.306. 

Range, 1 ,367. 

2ccble showing the observecl Beight o f  the Uurom~e?;  naosathly, 
for Zhe Il'ecc~s encling Dece~nber  31, 1879. 

-. - ~ -  ............ - - - 

Mox~a-1879. AT 

January .......... 
Febrni~ry ......... 
March..  ......... 
April ............. 
Mny . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
June ............. 
July. .  . . . . . . . . . .  
August .......... 

. . . . . .  September 
October. ......... 
Novenlber.. ....... 
December.. ....... 

30.205 
30.180 

. I 
30.159 
30.158 

.............. 

30.281 / 30.188 
30.182 30 162 

30.580 
30.418 

29 495 
29.794 

1.081 
,624 



1 

METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 2. 

Annual Mean, at  7 A. M., of 365 observations, 47 94 

Annual Mean, at  2 P. M., of 365 observations, 56 18.  

Annual Mean at 9 P. M., of 365 observations, 48 81. 

Annud  Mean of 1,095 observations, 50 98. 

Maximum for the  year, 96. 

Minimum for the year, - 2. (2O below zero. ) 

Range, 97. 

Table showing the State of Thermometer, monthly, f o ~  the Year 
ending Becenzbar 31, 1879. 

L4 
0 

3 --- 

48.50 
3 7 5 0  
39. 
47.50 
42. 
43. 
32.50 
30.50 
41. 
5'2.50 
51.50 
47. 

$ 
E 
4 
2. 
7.50 

19. 
21.50 
39.50 
47.50 
62.50 
60. 
45. 
31.50 
21. 
11.  

. 
n 5  
3 
Fi 

26.16 
27.54 
36.75 
44.91 
54.97 
70.83 
75.24 
7 3 7 1  
64.25 
61.09 
39.79 
36.34 

MEAN 
AT 

9 P. M. 

pp 

26.07 
26.22 
36.22 
43.98 
56.70 
67.56 
72.78 
71.74 
62.35 
57.60 
38.64 
36.00 

---- ~ 

E 
4 z! -- 

46.50 
45. 
58. 
69. 
81.50 
90.50 
95. 
90.50 
86. 
84. 
72.50 
58. 

MEAN 
A T  

2 P. Mi 

. 30.10 
30.05 
41.49 
.51.4.2 
64.58 
76 66 
81.86 

. 79 
68.96 
65.38 
43.68 
41.07 
- 

 MONTH--^^^^. 

-- - 
January .......... 
February.  _ . _ 

......... March.. 
April . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  
May . . . . . . . . . . . .  
June.. . . . . . . . .  
July.. . . . . . . . . . . .  
August.. .......... 
September.. . . . . . .  
October.. . . . . . . . . .  
November . . . . . . .  
December.. . . . . . . .  
-~ - 

MEAN 
AT 

7 A. M. 

-- 

22.27 
24.32 
30.39 
40.75 
54.63 
67.02 
71.33 
70.41 
61 24 
55.65 
37.13 
39.94 



METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 3. 

Table showing the DuM~~oT~ ufzd Depth qf Rain and Snow, 
monthly, during the Year ending Deceniber 31, 1879. 

Occasional 
Snow 

Flurries. 

January .... 
February.. .. 
March.. ..... 
April . . . . . . .  
May.. . . . . . . .  
June . . . . . . .  
Ju ly . .  . . . . .  
August . . . . .  

@ September.. . 
..... Octeber 

I November . . .  
December . . .  

Totals ..... 

Occasional 
Light 

Showers. 

Occasional 
Snow 

Flurries. 

8 
11 
15 
13 
10 
14 
11 
10 
8 
G 

11 
16 9 3 5 5 . 5  

14 25 /39.109 

3 1 .  ... 20 
5 

36 
51 
45 
35 
45 
50 
50 

- __ I_-- 

38.25 3.353 42.462 

3 
2 
4 
1 
2 
2 

4 
19 
1 

13 
13 
9 

1.75 . 
1 .77  
3.264 
4.469 
2.435 
2.850 
3.983 
9.215 
1.956 

3 15 
1 1 22 

. . . .  i 23 
1 1 19 

. 33 ,531 
40 1 1.835 

13. 
16.50 

5 

. .:. 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  

2. 

1.49 
1.013 

.05 
. . . . . . . . . . .  
............ 

. . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . .  ,531 

3.24 
2.783 
3 314 
4.469 
2.435 
2.850 
3.983 
9.215 
1.956 

1 .995 

1 
/ 
1 
[ 
1 
) 



Latitude, 40° 41' north, 
Lon itude, 73O 57' west, 

i!om Greenwich. SEXENNIAL STATEMENT 
Height of Instrument 

above the Sea, 
146 feet. 

FOR T3E YEARS 

1874, 1873, 1876, 1877, 1878 and 1879. - 
BAROMETER. THERINOMEIER . RAIN AND SNOW. ' DURATION. 

January . . . . . 
February.. . . . 
March. . . . . . . 
April.. . . . . 
May . . . . . . . . . 
June.. . . . . . . 
July . . . . . . . . . 
August.. . . . . 
September . . . 
October. . . . . . 
November. . . . 
December.. . 



Xu?nrnary for the six years . 

BAROMETER . 
Mean. for 6. 573 observations ...................... 30.051 
Maximum. February 5. 1876 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30.894 
Minimum. November 23. 187 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29 : 125 
Range .................................<....... 1 .769  

Mean. for 6. 573 observations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  51.22 
Maximum. July 9. 1876 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -  98.50 
Minimum. January 3. 1879 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.00 
Range . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  100.50 

BAIN AND SNOW . 4 

Total fall of snow in inches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  192.50 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Reduced to w a t e ~  23.266 

Total fall of rain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  237 . 182 
Total fall of snow reduced to water and rain . . . . . . . . .  260 -448 

DURATION . 
The time in which rain and snow fell: 

224 days. 22 hours. 28 minutes . 



The following comprises the several Ac t s  of the  Legis- 
lature,  relative to  t he  Brooklyn Park Commissioners, during 
the period covered by th is  Repor t :  

CHAPTER 572. 

AN ACT to anlend an Act entitled "An Act to provide for tlle 
improvernent of the Colley Island ylank road, as recently 
widened, passed May three, eighteen hundred and seventy- 
two." 

* Passed May 25, 1874 ; three-fifths being present. 

The  People of the State qf N e w  York,  represeuted in SYe.nate 
and Assembly, do eenuct as  fol2ows: 

e 

SECTION 1. Section one of the Act entitled (( An Act to pro- 
vide fur t l ~ e  irnpmvemnnt of the Coney Island planl~ road, as 
reccrltly widt.ned, passed May three, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-two," is hereby arrlended so as to read as follows: 

§ I. The Brooltlyn Yark Com~nissioriers are hereby authorized 
to grade, gravel, curb and gutter that yortiori of the Coney 
Island plank road, as recently widened, lying between the circle 
at the southwesterly angle of Prospect Park and Churel~ lane, and 
said Cllurch lane from said road to Ocean Parkway, according to 
a plan to be devised and adopted by them. 811 expenses inci- 
dent to said impro\~emcnts, after having been duly certified by 
tlie said Park Comlnissioners to the Ccmrnissioners of Estimate 
and Assessment, appointed as hereinafter directed, shall be by 
them apportioned and assessed npon the property in their judg- " 
ment benefited tllerebp, within a district of Assessment to be 
fixed by the said Park Cornmissiollers; but no district of assess- 
rnent shall extend beyond the termini of the improvements pro- 

+ 

vided for in this Act, and the assessments specified in their 
report, when filed in the oflice of the Clerk of the county of 

. Kings and duly confirmed by an order of tlle Snprerne Court at 
Special Term, upon an applicatiorl therefbr, of which 'ten days7 
notice shall have been given in two newspapers printed in the 
city of Brooklyn, shall constitute liens upoil the several parcels 



of lands and premises upon which they shall have been Iaid, and - 
shall be collected in the rnanr~er hereinafter directed. The said 
Park Cornrriissior~ers may also contract in writing, for the making 
of the said improvement and may, from time to time, as the work 

i 
I progresses, issue to tlle contractors in the name and upon the 

I 
alithority of the said Commissioners, certificates of indebtedness 
bearing interest, to the extent of eighty per cent of the work co~n- 
pleted by said contractors, payable out of the assessments there- 
for, when collected. The Supreme Court in the Second Judicial 
District, at a Special Term thereof, shall, upon application of said 
Park Commissioners, on notice of ten days, to be published in 
two papers in the city of Brooklyn, appoint three Commissioners 
of Estimate and Assessment, who shall be residents of tlie town 
of Elatbush, who ehall have the powers and perform the duties 
crf tlie Commissioriers of' Estimate and Bssessrrlent, who acted in 
estimating the datnltges incident to the widening and opening of , 
the said ro:~d. 911 the provisions of chapter seven hulidred arid 
seventy-one, of the laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-three, 
so far as relates to the collection of the assessments herein pro- 
vided for, and the sale for the non-payment of the same, and the * 
lien thereof, shall apply to and become part of this Act. except that 
no fees for collecting shall be charged against any property 
belonging to the city of Brooklyn or to the county of Kings. 

5 2 .  This Act shall take effect immediately. 

I CHAPTER 583. 

AN ACT to lay ont and improve n public liigllway or avenue and 
concourse, in continuation of a pnblic 1iighwa.y or avenue here- 
tofore laid out from Prospect Park in the city of Brooklyn 
toward Coney Island in the county of Kings. 

Passed May 25,1874 ; three-fifths being present. 

The People qf the Xtute of New Yorli; represeated in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as fbllou~s: 

SECTION 1. The Brooklyii Park Comrnissioners are , llereby 
authorized and directed to lay out and improve a public higliway 
or avenue, not more than t y o  hundred arid ten feet wide, ex- 
clusjve of the court-yards hereinafter provided for, commencing 
on tlie northerly side of the King's highway, so called, at  the point 
of termination of the public highway or avenue, from Prospect 
Park in the city of Brooklyn toward Coney Island in the county 



: of Kings, as the same is laid out pursuant to the provisions of 
chapter eight l-landred and sixty-one, of the laws of eigllteer~ 
hundred and sixty-nine, and the several Acts anlending the same, 
runoir~g thence in a general soutlierly directior~ tl~rough the towil 
of Gravesend, and on and across Coney Island to the Atlantic 
Ocean. They shall also lay out a road or lligl~wajr, one h u ~ ~ d r e d  
feet wide, through and along the nortlierlg and easterly side 
of the lands of the Prospect Park F'air Grounds Ass~ciation, and 
the laws adjoining the same on the north and east, coulmencing 
where tlie said proposed road mill intersect t l ~ e  said ecean Park- 
wa;y, at  the northerly side of lands of said ttssociation, arid ter8- 
~ninatirlg at  the said coritinnation of the said Ocean Parkway on 
the sonthel.1~ side of said lands. 

They shall also lay out a r ~ d  open and irnprove sudl concourse 
or shore road at the ~outherly terminus of said llighway, hereby 
extended, as in their judgment shall be wi-e :mtl proper, not ex- ' 
ceeding three thousand fret in lerlgtl~ on each side along the 
beach, and five hundred feet in width, excl~lsive oi such accretio~~s 
or additions which nlay be caubed by the action of the elements 
or otherwise, on the soutllerly side thereof, which accretions, if 
anx, sliall attach thereto and be ~lnder tlie samc control and care 
of the Brooklyn Park Comn~issioners, as the said concourse or 

' shore road shall or n ~ a y  be. And for this purpose they may enter 
upon any lands that may he necessary, arid cause a proper survey 
and map of the said avenue, as well as of the district of assessment 
therefor to be made. 

1 2. No buildings or other erections, except porches, piazzas, 
fences, fi~untains and sti~tn:iry sl~all remilit1 or he at any time 
placed upon said ayenue within thirty feet from the ontside lines 
thereof, u-11icll space on each side of the said avenue, and in 
addition thereto, shall be used for the court-yards only, and may 
be planted with trees arid shrubbery, and otherwise ornamented, 
at the discretion of the respective owners or occupants thereof ; 
but such use and ornamentation shall be under the direction of 
the said Park Corninissioners. 

§ 3. The said Commissioners are hereby also directed to grade 
and. otherwise improve said concourse, laterdl, branch or shore 
road a t  the ocean loeacl~, the said one hundred feet road, and also * 
so much of the said avenue as lies south of the lalids of the said 
association, and also so much of said avenue as lies between the 
present termination of Ocean Parkway and the point whele saici 
'one hundred feet road commences, and in order to deternline the 

U 



amount to be paid to the owners of the lands and tenements *" 
required to be taken for the purposes of this Aet and for the 
irnprovelnent thereof, the said Commissioners shall first fix a 
distri.ct of assessment for the opening ancl inlprovement of the said 
continued parkway, and another district of assessn~ent for the 
opening and improvement of said one hundred feet road, within 
which several districts the property to be benefited sllitll be 
assessed to defray the expenses of such sever:tl takings, ap well 
as of the inlprovelnent thereof. Notice of the time and place 
of fixing the said districts, and of hearing the parties inter- 
ested therein, sl~all be published for ten days snccessively in a t  
least two daily newspapers printed and published in the county 
of Kings. 

5 4. After fixing the said districts of wssessliient the said Com- 
missioners shall apply to the Supreme Conrt at a Special Term to 
be held in the Second Judicial District, upon a sirrrilar notice, for , 
the apppintment of three Con~missioners, who shail be freeholders 
and residents of the said county, to e-tilnate the value of the 
lands and premises required to 1)e taken for the pnrposes of this 
Act, and the damages to be sustained by arty person interested 
therein, as wel! by the taking of the land as by the restriction or 
easement thereon, specified in the second section of this Set, 
or for the relinqnishrrlent of any easement now existing thereon 
or attaching thereto, together with the expei~ses of said opening 
arid of the improvement thereof; and :ilso, to apportion and assess 
the same both for the taking aald improving in s~mh manner as 
they sl~all deern just and ecyuitable, upon the propert.7 to be bcne- 
fited within the districts of assessment so to be fixed bg the said 
Park Commissionere, and the said Court, a t  Special Term, shall 
therenpon proceed to make such appointment. I n  case of the 
death or refusal to act, or other dist~bility of the Commissioners 
so to be appointed, or either of thern, at any time before the 
several objects of their ,appointment shall have been accom- 
plished, the said Court, at Special Term, may fill the vacancy. 

8 5. The Commissioners so to be appointed by the Conrt, after 
' 

having been duly sworn faithfully to perform the duties 11ereb.y 
devolved upon them, shall proceed to make the estimates and 
assessments referred to in the last preceding sections of this Act. , 
And in laying the assessment for improvernent, the expense of 
improving the said one hundred feet road shall be charged upon 
the lands of the said Prospect Park Fair Grounds Association. 
Each of the said reports shall, at all times, before confirmation, be * 



* subject to view and correction, and ten days' notice of the time 
and place of hearing objections thereto, and of reviewing and 
correcting the same, shall be published in the newspapers above 
referred to. After lrearing such objectio~s aud making tile cor- 
rections, if any be required, the reports sl~all be delivered to the 
said Park Co~nrnissioners. 

5 6. Upon receiving the said reports, or either of them, the 
said Park Comrr~issioners sliall give ten days' notice in the said 
newspapers, that application will be nlade to the said Court, at a 
Special Term, at R t i ~ n ~  and place to be therein designated, to have 
the same oor~tirmed. Appeals may be talcen fiwrn said reports, or 
any of tllern, by giving written r~otice to the attorney of tire said 
Co~nrnissioners, a t  least six days before the time fixed for the 
application to coilfirm the same, with a specification of the nature 
of the ol>jectioirs; and the Court shall have power to confirm, 
amend or refer back the said reports, or either of them, as it  may 
deem proper, arid to make any further order in the premises, 
until tile final confirmation thereof. 

$ 7. After the reports of estimate and assessment for taking 
and opening the said avenue and one hundred feet road, and said 
concourse or lateral branch or shore road at  the ocean lueavh, 
shall have been confirmed, the title to the concourse or lateral 
branch or shore road, shall vest in the count,y of Kings in f'ee- 
sinlple ahsolnte, and :aid reports together with the rnaps herein- 
before referred to, s l ~ d l  be filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
county of K i n g ,  and the said Park Corx~~r~issioners shall be there- 
11po11 authorized to improve the said avenne and one hundred feet 
road and said conconrse, lateral branch or shore road at  the or:ean 
beach, accordi~lg to a plan to be devised or adopted by them ; 
and for that pl~rpose they may cause tire same to be graded, 
paved, curbed, guttered and bridged, and shade trees planted 
thereon, and may lt~y out and construct such carriage-ways, side- 
walks a11d areas, with sue11 terraces, drives or concourses on the 

* ocean beach as they Inwy deem expedient, and sue11 improvements 
may be made in sections, and from time to time, if they shall so 
elect. 

a $ 8. -411 expenses incident to such improvements, or either or any 
of them, after Ilaving been dnly certified by the said Park Cornmis- 
siol~ers to the said Corr~~nissioners of Estimate and Assessment, shall 
be by them appor~ioned and assessed upon the property in their 
judgment benefited thereby, withirr the several districts of assess- 

4 



rrient so to be fixed by the said Park Cornrrlissioners. The expense * 

of constructing thk drive and concourse on the ocean beach, as 
\<re11 as of snch bridges as may be required for snch parliway, not 
exceeding the sum of fifteen thousand dollars, shall 5e a charge on 
the county of Kings. and. of the expense of coostructing the said 
parkway soutlr of a poiut wlricll is distant tifteen hundred feet 
southerly front the Neck road, so called, not exceeding one half 
sllall be charged and assessed agairlst the property in tlte judg- 
ment of tlre Cominissioners benefited by said irnprovelnent, and 
so ~ n ~ ~ c h  tllereot' as shall be ch;u.ged and assessed against the 
county of Icings, either for the opening or improvement thereof, 
the Supervisors of the said county are 1lerelj-y directed to raise 
by tax upon the reynisition of tlie Park Corrtn~issioners, and the 
Coiurty Treasnrer to pay tlie proceeds thereof to the persons en- 
titled to rcceivr tlie same upon like requisition. And tlie 
reports of tlre Commissi:,ners of Assesslnerrt shall I)e subject to , 

. objection and appeal ancl to  conErn~ation in the same manr~er as 
their said ibrrner assessruent reports ; [jut the expenses of no por- 
tion of said parkway sl~rtll be :L charge upon the county of Kings. 

§ 9. All as;esbtnents lr~ade :~n(i  confirmed in pursuance of this ' 

Act sli:~11 be lierts upon tlie lands and premises upon ~vlticli tiley 
shall have 1)eerr laid, arid such larrds and premises sllall Ge subject 
to  1)e sold for the assessn~ents ret'e~ red to in the fifth a r~d  sixth 
sections of tliis Act, if sr~ch assessments are not paid within ninety 
days after tlre cor~firniation thereof. Tlle presrut existing pro- 
visior~s of law i~pplicable to sales for taxes and sssessrnents in tlre 
cihy of Brooklyn, to ~edenrptions and leases ttiel.efor, and to the 
respective rig,lts of the ~ a r t i e s  interested therein, inclllding the 
rate of interest t u  be paid by the parties in defiault, shall apply to 
all assessments to he laid llntler this Act whenever they are not 
incorlsistent tt~erewith. Ancl wlien an. duties arc. by said laws 
imposed upon the Common Courrcil of said city, they shall devolve 
upon the said Park Commiesi~jners; and where imposed upon 
subordinate officers of the city. they shall be by per- 
sorts to be specially appointed by tlie said Park Commissioners 

5 10. The said Park Coltlnlieeioners may appoint, one or rnope 
collectors of :dl aqsessnlents to be laid under this Act. who sllall 
severally give Oontls fhr the faithfril performance of their duties, 
and for the prompt payment of all the moneys to be collected by 
them. Tlle collector of any assessn~ent sllall be entitled to re- 
ceive a cornpens:ltion of one per cent on all moneys paid to him, 
withi11 two weeks after lie sliall have published notice in said . 



newspapers twice a week, for four weeks, of the tirne and place 
where he will attend to receive payment. After the expiration 
of six weeks from tlie first !)nblication of the said noticu, the col- 
lector sliall be entitled to three per cent on all rnoneys thereafter 
to be collected by him, and in either case his compensation sliall 
he paid by the party assessed, over and above his assessment and 
as ra r t  thereof': and the lien of the nssessmei~t sliall extend to 

L 

such compensation, except that no fees shall be allowed for the 
collection of the amount assessed against the county of Kings. 
I n  case any assessment shall remain unpaid after tlie expiration 
of the time above specified, the collector shall proceed to sell a t  . 
public auction, for the lowest tern1 of years for wl~icl-1 any person 
will take the same and pay the amount so remaining unpaid, with 
interest froin tbe time of the confirmation of tbe Assesdrnent 
report, together with two per cent for collector's fees, and three 
dollars on each parcel in addition for the expenses ot' ad~ertisirig 
and sale, and said collect01 first giving thirty days7 notice of the 
time and place of sale, l).y publishing the same in two dilily news- 
papers printed in the county of Kings twice a week for three 

, weeks. Upon a sale being. made, the said collector shi~ll givecaer- 
tidcates of sale to purchasers, and sliall also execute and deliver 
cor~veyances of the lands so purchased, unless the same shall 
have been redeemed by an owner, lessee or mortgagee thereof', 
within two years fi-om the tirne of sale, by paying to tlie pur- 
chaser, or to the said Erooklyn Park Cornnlissionerd, for his use, 
the amount paid b;y him with interest at  the rate of twelve per 
cent per annurn. The said certificates of sale shall be recorded 
by the purcliasers, in the office of tlie Register of Deeds in and 
for tlie county of Kings, a1.d shall constitute liens upon the 
premises therein described, after the same shall have been so re- 
corded, and fihall take precedence of all other liens except for 
unpaid taxes or assessments. Arid all interest to be collected at  
the said sale, shall be credited and paid p r o  rata among all parties 
errtitled to receive awards upon the s a ~ d  opening. Upon the 
final collection of anv assessment to be rnade ~ulder this Act. it, 
sl~all be paid over by h e  said Park Commissioners, to the sevekal 
persons entitled to receive the same. 

4 
1 11. After the said avenue sha l  have been opened, the said 

a,venne, and the concourse lateral branch or shore road, at  the 
ocean beach, shall he under the exclusive charge znd management 
of the said Park Cornmissioners, and they sliall make and enforce 
rules and regulations for the proper use thereof. And after the 



said avenue and shore road shall have been improved as herein- 
before directed, its subsequent maintenance shall be a charge 
upon the city of Brooklyn, and such amonnts as the said Park 
Cornmissioners shall, from time to time, by resolution, determine 
to be rieces9ar.y for the purpose, shall be annually raised by the 
Board of Supervisors of the county of Kings, and collected in 
the taxes of the current year, and paid over to the said Park 
Commissioners. 

§ 12. The said Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment shall 
be severally entitled to receive three dollars a day for each and 
every day necessarily elriployed in the discharge of their duties, 
arid tlieir compensation, with room-hire, stationery, and other 
necessary expenses, together with the compensation of' the sur- 
veyor, counsel, and other persons to be necessarily emplojed 
under the foregoing provisions of this Act (and wlio are hereby 
directed to be employed by the said Park Commissioners), shall 
be iucluded in the general expenses to be incurred herein. 

5 13. This Act shall take effect irrlniediatelg 

CHAPTER 588. 

AN ACT to provide for the completion and ilnprovernent of 
Saclrett, Douglass and Degrarv streets, in the city of Brooklyn, 
and also for the collection and paj7rnent of all moneys expended 
or indebtedness incurred by said city on account of the im- 
provement of such streets by the Brooklyn Park Commissioners. 

Passed June 1, 1874 ; three fifths being present. 

The People of the &ate qf New York, represented in rSerzate 
and Assembly, do ennct as  follows: 

SECTION 1. Sections 4, 7, 9 and 10 of an Act of the Legis- 
lature entitled " An Act to wide11 portions of Sackett, Dollglass 
and President streets, and otherwise to alter the Commissioners' 
map of the city of Brooklyn, passed May sixth, eighteen hnndred 
and sixty-eight, as amended, extended or enlarged by the Acts 
amendatory of or supplemental to, or said to be amendatory of 
or supplemental to such Act are hereby (except as hereinafter 
amended) expressly re-enacted, and the pourers granted, or pur- 
ported, or stated to be grunted by such sections and Acts are hei"e- 
by expressly conferred upon the Brooklyn Park Cornmissioners 
and other officers and agents as therein set forth. 



4 9 2. All surns of moneys lieretofore at any time paid or ad- 
vanced to said Par& Comnaissioners by said city, for or on account 
of the improvenient mentioned in said sections of the Act passed 
May sixth, eighteen handred and sixty-eight, and the said 
a~rieridatory and suppleme~ltal Acts, together with all the sutns 
hereafter to 1,e advar~ced under the anthority of this Act, with all 
it~terest pilid 1)p said city at the time of such assessment on ac- 
count or"^l,o~~ds issued to obtain the rnoneg so advanced, shall be 
assessed, levied arid collected in the manner provided in arld by 
this Act, i t  being the true intent and nieaning of this Act to 
nieke tlle sruns heretofore expended for such improvement a 
charge on the same district, and asseseable and collectable in the 
same manner as thougli soch sums had been expended after the 
pmsage of: this Act. 

9 3. Section four of the Act passed %fay twenty-second, 
eigliteen llunclred arid seventy-three, supplemental to the afore- 
said Act, passed May sixtll, eighteen hmrdrsd and sixty-eight, is 
hereby ameuded by substituting the words "the Board of Super- 
visors of Kings county " fbr the words "the Joint Hoard of' 
Slipervisors and Common Council of said city" in such section, 
it being the true intent and rneuning of this section to cause tlie 
aseesstnent therein referred to be levied by the said Board of 
Supervisors instead of by tlie Joint Board tliereiri referred to, 
and the said section i~ hereby f i ~ r t l l e ~  so amended that the tax or 
charge therein referred to slid1 not he collected b,y said Joint 
Board, but shall be collected by the officsers of said city anthor- 
ized to collect taxes therein. 

5 4. Section five of the Act last above referred to is so 
anierided tliat payments therein allowed to be made to the 
Coniptroller sllall he made to the Collector of Taxes and 
Assesemerits of said city. 

§ 5. This Act shall take effect immediately. 



CHAPTER 365. 

A N  L ~ C T  to amend an Act entitled "An i l c )  to widen and im- 
prove a portion of Wasllirlgton avenne, in the city of Brooli-. 
lyri, and extend the same jnto the town of Flatbush. Passed 
April twenty-third, eigllteen liuridred axid seventy ." 

Passed May 12, 1875 ; thr ee-fifths being present. 

The  People (tf the Stute of iVew Y o ~ k ,  represented in Se?~ui!e 
and -4s~e9itbly. do enact as follows : 

SECTION 1. Chapter three huntlred arid seventy-six of the 
Laws of eigl~teer~ l i~~ndred  and seventy, entitled " An Act to widen 
and improve a portion of Wasl~ington avenuc, in the city of 
Bro~~klgn,  and extend the sarne into tlie tow11 of Elatt)ush;" passed a 

April 23, eighteen l~nndred and seventy, is hereby amended by 
adding the following section at the end tl~ereof: 

10. For the purpose of pajririg the contractors and other 
persons en~ployed in the irnprovement of so much of eaid avenue 
as lies within t l ~ e  city of Brool<lyr~, the nsnal assessrr~ent bonds of 
the citg of Brooltlyn sliall be issnecl and sold by the proper 
ofticers of said city to an an~ount  necessary to pay the same, 
provided notlling herein contained shall authorize the issue of 
:issessrnent bonds begollt~ the sum wlre:~dy limiicd by law. And 
the said Park Commissioners are hereby autllorized to issue to 
the contractors and ot l~er  persons employed in m:&king said 
improvement within the town of Flatl,ush arid outside of the city 
of Brooklyn, certificates of indebtcdt~ess riot exceeding the 
aiilomlt due said contrac.tors and other persons erliployed in said 
work, bearing interest to a period three months after the date of 
tlle corifirrnation of the assessment report, to be paid out of the 
rnoneys collected for assessnlents on propartg within said town, 
which shall be levied and collected witliin a district of assessn~ent 
to be fixed by said Park Co~nnlissioners on propertj witliin the 
town of Flatbush. A11 interest l~eretofore collected by reason of 
default in payment of the assessment ior openir~g of that part of 
said avenue lying witliin the town of Platbnsh ellall be credited 
to tile ir~terest account of said improvement, and :ill interest to be 
czollected by reason of default in payment of any assessrnerits 
under tlie provisions of this Act, within said town, shall be paid 
to the contractor or other parties to whom payrrients are due by 
reason of such default, in  proportion to tlie amol~nt of their 
respective claims. 

g 2. This Act shall take effect immediately. 



CHAPTER 489. 

AN ACT to amend chapter five hundred and eighty-three of the 
Laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-four, en titled " An Act 
to lay out imd improve a pnhlic highway or avenue heretofore 
laid out from Prospect Park, i n  the city of Brooklyn, toward 
Coney Island, in the .conuty of Kings." 

Passed June 5 ,  1875 ; three-fifths being lwesent. 

The People of the State of New York, reprcsei~ted in Senate 
and Assen~hly, do enact as fo l lo  us : I 

E ~ C T I O N  1. Section eight of chapter five hnndred and eighty- 
three of tlie Laws of eighteen liurldred arrd seventy-ibnr, entitled 
"An Act to lay out and improve a public l~ighway or  avenue 
and concourse in continuation of a public 11igllwa.y or aver~~le S 

6 heretofore laid out from Prospect Park, in tlle tit-y of Brooklyn, 
toward Coney Island, in the county Kings," is hereby alnended so 
as to read as follows : 

3 1 8. 911 expenses incident to said improvernerits, or either or any 
of them, after having been duly certified by the said Parli Ct)n~- 
missioners to the said Cornirlissioriers of Estimate and Assessment, 
shall be by them apportioned and assessed p p o ~ ~  the property in 
tlieir judgrnent benefited thereby, within the several districts of 
assess~xlent so to be fixed by the said Park Commissioners. The 
expense of constructing the drive and conconrse on the ocean 
beach, as well as of such bridges as may be required for such 
Parkway, shall be a charge on the county of Kings, and of the 
expense of constructing the said Parkway south of a point which 
is distant fifteen hlxndred feet southerly fkom the Neck road, so 
called, not exceeding one-half sliall be charged and assessed 
against the propertj  in the judgrnent of the Commissioners bene- 
fited by said improvement, and so much thereof as shall be 
charged and assessed against the county of' Kings, either for the 

4 opening or  ilnprovernent thereof, shall be paid thereof by tlie 
County Treasurer to the persons entitled to receive the same, 
upon the certificate of the Brooklyn Park Commissioners. And 
the reports of the Commissioners of dssesstnent shall be sr~bjeut 

1 to objection and appeal and to confirmation, in the same manner 
as their said former assessment reports. 

5 2. Said Act is amended by adding at the end thereof the 
following sections : 
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1 13. The said Park Commissioners may contract in writing ' 
for the waking of all or any of the said improvements, after in- 
viting proposals for doing the work and f~irnishing the rr~aterials, 
by putdieation for one week in said two dailjr newspapers, printed 
and published ia the county bf Kings, and filing a copy of each of 
said contracts in the ofiice of the Treasurer of the county of 
Kings within ten days after the making of the same. And 
they rnayv from t i ~ n e  to time as the work progresses, b11t not 
oftener than once a month, issue to the contractors certificates of 
the amount cf work and materials done and furnished under such 
contracts. The said Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed 
to pay seven ty-five per cent of such amounts to said contractors 
or their assigng, and upon the final completion of their said con- 
tracts, and upon filing & certificate thereof in the office of tlie , 

said Treasurer, he shall pay to the said cont,ractors or their 
assigns the balance of the several amounts due nnder their curl- 
tracts. The said Treasurer shall also pa-y to the Surveyor, Com- 
misioners, Counsel and ot l~er  persons to be employed upon the 
said work, and upon the laying of said improverne~lt, such amounts 
for services and necessary disbursenients as shall be specified in r 
the assessment reports after they shall have been duly confirmed 
by the Court. For the purpose of furnishing the money required 
to make all such paynlents, and for the payment of so mucli 
thereof as may be charged or assessed to the cour,ty, including 
the amo~lnt expended for the imprvveinent of said concourse, the 
connty of Kings is authorized, and the proper officers tl~ereof are 
hereby directed, to issue certificates of indebtedness to the neces- 
sary amount, not exceeding two hundred thousand dollars, bear- 
ing interest at seven per cent per annum, payable on or Ijefore 
the expiration of ten years from the date thereof, interest thereon . 
to  be payable semi annually, and to sell the same for not less- than 
the par value thereof, and pay contractors and other persons 
entitled to receive the same on the certificates of the Brooklyn 
Park Commissioners. 

b 
§ 4 The board of Supervisors of the county of Kings shall ~ annually make provision by tax for the payment of interest ac- 

I 
crued, and to accrue, on such certificates : and so mucli thereof as 
is chargeable against tlle several parcels of property assessed r 
shall be levied on the same as part of the general tax for the 
improvement; and in the year preceding tlle maturity of said 
certificates, the amount of any assessment remaining unpaid, with 
interest, if any, accrued thereon, shall form a part of and be levied 



1 and assessed upon the property chargeable with said assessment, 
as part of the gei~eral tax upon said lands for the general ex- 
penses of tile said county ; and in case there sball be separate 
interests divided, or undivided, arising from a transfer of the prop- 
erty assessed or any part thereof, at or at any time previous to the 
making of said levy or sale therefor, and the same shall be made 
to appear to the satisfaction of the said Park Com~nissioners, 
they may apportion the amount assessed thereon between tlle 
owners of the respective parts thereof, and all provisions of law 
applicable to the redemption of lands from sale for taxes shall 
apply to the several interests and arnounts so apportioned. 

$ 3. The second sub-division of section one of said Act i~ 
amended so as to read as follows: 

They sllall alsg !ay out and open and improve such concourse 
, or shore road at the southerly terminus of said liigliway hereby 

extended as in their judgment slrall be wise and proper, not ex- 
ceeding three thousand feet in length on each side along the 
beach, and not exceeding one tliou~and feet in width, exclusive of 

1 sucl~ :lccretions or additions which may be caused hy the actiorl 
of the elen~ents, or otherwise, on the southerly side thereof, 
which accretions, if any, shall attach thereto and be under the 
same control and care of the Brooklyn Park Comn~issianers as 
the said concourse or shore road shall or may be;  and for this 
purpose they may enter npon arly lands that map be necessary, 
and cause a proper survey and map of the said avenue, as well 
as of the districat of assessment therefor to be made. 

§ 4. This Act shall take effect immediately. 

AN ACT to amend an act entitled " An Act to widen and improve 
Ninth avenue and Fifteenth street in the city of Brooklyn." 

C Passed June 8, 1875 ; three-fifths being pi-esent. 

The People of' t h e  State o f  New York,  represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact u8 follows: 

C 
SECTION 1. Section six of cliapter seven hundred of the Laws 

of eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, entitled " An Act to widen 
and improve Ninth avenue and Fifteenth street," is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows : 



§ 6. The said widened street and avenue. shall be laid out ac- 4 
cording to a plan to he devised or adopted by the said Park Corn- 
missioners ; the sidewalks thereof, whic11 are contiguous to the 
said Park, shall he thirty feet wide. and t l ~ e  opposite sidewalk 
sl~all be twenty feet wide, ,aud seven feet in width of said oppo- 
site sidewalk adjoining the lots facing on said street and avenue 
may be used for courtyards or areas within wllich to erect 
porches or stoops to houses, provided the occupants will inclose 
sncl~ courtyards or areas with good and sufficient iron or picket 
fences, not exceeding five feet higl~. The said street and %venue 
shall also be paved, cwhed and guttered in sni:h n~anner  as the 
the said Park Co~nmissioners slrall direct, and the said Commis- 
sioners may plant the same with suitatde shade trees on both 
sides thereof, and construct sucl~ carriagemays and dalks, and 
make nee of such rriaterial of construction or pavements as tlley 
shall deetn best; and for the purpose of pw~ing the contractors , 
and otller persons en~ployed in the ilnl~rovelnent of said avenue 
and street, inclndirrg t11e amonnt already expended and advanced 
on said work b j  the Brooklpn Park Corrlmissio~~ers, the usual 
assessment bonds of tlre city of Brooklyn ihall be issued and sold 
1)y the proper officers of the city to arr amount necessary to pay 
the same, provided that no assessinent bonds be issued to pn.y for 
any work to be done on said street or avenue unless the consent 
of tlre Comir~on Cou~lcil be first obtained thereto ; and alao pro- 
vided that notl~jng herein contained shall authorize the issue of 
assessulent bonds beyond the snrn now limited by law, and out of 
the proceeds of the side of the said bonds pay, on the certificate 
of the Brooklyn L'arl\- Commissior~ers, the severd parties or 
persons entitled to receive tile payments provided for in this Act. 

5 2: This Act sllall take effect immediately. 

CHAPTER 307. 

AN ACT to anlend an Act passed May eleventh, eighteen hucdred 
and sixty-nine, entitled '*An Act to liiy o11t and improve a P 
pnblic lriglrway or avenue from Prospect Park, in the city of 
Hrooltlyn, toward Coney Island, in the cour~ty of Kings." 

Passed May 15, 1876 ; three-fifths beirlg present. i 

The People o f  the ~ i a t e  of New York., represented i n  8enate 
and Assembly,  do enact us  jbllozcs : 

SECTION I.  T l ~ e  rrintli section of the Act entitled '' An Act to 
lay out and improve a public lligl~wily or avenue, from Prospect 



b Park, in the city o f '  Brooklyn, toward Coney Island, in the 
county of Kings," passed May eleventh, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-nine, is hereby amended so as to read as follows : 

5 9. All assessments made and confirmed, in pursuance of this 
Act, shall be 11ens up011 the larid and premises upon which they 
s h ~ l l  have been laid, and such lands and premises sliall be subject 
to he sold for the assessments referred to in the fifth and sixth sec- 
tions of this Act, if such assessments are not paid within slinety 
dajs  after the confirmation thereof. All laws applicable tc, or 
governing the retnms of arrears of taxes or assessmerlts on lands 
of non-residents, rnade or to be made to the State Comptroller 
by county treasnrers and the proceediltiugs thereupon, shall app1.y 
to all assessments to be laid under this Act, whenever t11e.y are 
not inconsistent thwewith, and when a n j  duties are, by said laws, 
imposed upon the Common Council of said city, they shall 

* devolve upon the said Park Commissioners, and when imposed 
upon subordinate officers of the city, they shall be performed by 
persons to be spegially appointed by the said Park Commis- 

, sioners. 
1 5 2. Nothing contained in this Act shall agect any sales here- 

tofore rnade for any assessment levied under said Act of May 
eleventh, eighteen hundred and sixty -nine. 

§ 3. This Act shall take effect immediately. 

CHAPTER 336. 
AN ACT to provide for the payment of an award due from the 

city of Brooklyn to the Brooklyn Park Commissioners tbr 
lands taken frorn Prospect Park for reservoir purposes. 

Passed May 15, 1876 ; three-fifths being present. 

The Pc~ople of the Xtate of New Fork, represented in 8enate 
and Assembly, do cnnct as follows: 

t SECTION 1. The Mayor, comptroi!er and City Clerk of the 
city of Brooklyn are hereby authorized and directed to make, . 
issue and sell the bonds of said city, to an amount necessary, and 
pay from the proceeds of the sale of such bonds the amount of 

r the award made tbr lands taken about the Prospect Hill Reser- 
voir by the referee's report on file in the ofice of the Comp- 
troller of said city, date June twentieth, eighteen hundred arid 
seventy-four, and anlonrlting to two hundred and fifteen thousand 
three hundred and sixt.y-five dollars, arid interest on the same 
from the date of said report. 
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9 2. The Brooklgn Park Comn~issioners are hereby authorized & 
and directed to expend said moneys so received in liquidating any 
indebtedness due, or for moneys borrowed, to irrlprove the Park 
lands of said city alithorjzed to be sold. 

§ 3. This Act shall take effect immediately. 

CHAPTER 352. 

AN ACT to amend chapter five hundred and eighty-three of the 
Laws of eighteen hundred arid seventy four, entitled, "An Act 

, to lay out and improve a public llighway or avenue, heretofore 
laid out from Prospect Park, in the city of Brooklyn, toward 
Coney Island, in the county of Kings." 

Passed May 16, 1876 ; three-fifths being present. 

The People of the ~Ytate of New York, represented i n  Senate 
and As,~embly, do enact us follows : e 

SECTION 1. Section seven of chapter five hundred and eighty- 
three of the Laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-four, entitled, 
"An Act to lay out and improve a public highway or avenue 
heretofore laid out from Prospect Park, in the city of Brooklyn, 
toward Coney Island, in the county of Kings," is hereby amended 
so as to read as follows : 

5 7.  After the reports of estimate and assessment for taking 
and opening the said avenue, and said concourse or lateral branch 
or shore road at the ocean beach, shall have been confirmed, the 
title to the concourse or lateral branch or shore road shall vest in 
county of Kings in fee simple, absolute, and said reports, together 
with tlle maps hereinbefore referred to, shall be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the county of Kings, and the said Brooklyn Park 
Cotnmissioners shall be thereupon authorized to improve the 
said avenue and said concourse, lateral branch or shore road 
at the ocean beach, accordirig to plans devised and adopted by 
them ; and for that purpose the-v may cause tlle same to be graded,, 
paved, curbed, guttered and bridged, and shade trees planted t 

thereon, and may lay out and construct slich carriageways, side- 
walks and areas with such terraces, drives or conconrses on the . ., 
ocean beach as they may deem expedient, and such improvements (t 
may be made in sections, and frotn time to tirne if they shall so 
elect. 'l'hey shall have full and exclusive power to govern and 
manage the Ocean Parkway from the circle at the southwesterly 
angle of Prospect Park to the ocean, and direct the pnblic use 



, thereof, as also the circle and concourse at either terminus, and 
of such parts of the reveral roads, streets or avenues as run 
through or intersect the same, and to pass and enforce laws and 
ordinances for the proper nse, regulation and government thereof, 
and for all ttie purposes of such government, management and 
direction of ynblic nse, such parts of said roads or avenues as pass 
through or intersect said clrcles, shall be deemed to be a part of 
Prospect Park, and it sllall be under like control and manage- 
ment as said parltway. 

J 2. Said Act is herel~y atnended by adding at the end there- 
+ ion : of, the followir~g sect' 

5 15. The said Brooklyn Park Commiesioners are hereby all- 
thosized to expend a sum not exceeding tell tlionsand dollars 
without contract, in the payment of laborers' wages, and in the 

r purchase of such latlds and inaterials as mag be necessary for the 
coristruction of naid avenue or conconrse, to bc paid out of any 
moneys they are anthorized to expend for said improvements and 
UI'OII their certificate, but nothing herein contai~led shall be con- 
strued to authorize any expenditure in excess of the amount now 
fixed by law. 

$ 3. This Act slioll take effect immediately. 

CHAPTER 458. 

AN ACT to enable the cit.y of Broolilyn to raise further means 
for the improvement and sale of certain portions of Prospect 
Park, in said city. 

Passed June 16, 1877 ; three-fifths b e i ~ g  present. 

7'/bepe&e o f  the State New Y o ~ k ,  represalted in Senate 
mld Assembly, do enuct as follows : 

SECTION 1. The Commori Council of the city of Brooklyn are . 
hereby authorized to raise a further suin, not exceeding two hun- 
dred thousand dollars, for grading, draining, regulating and 
otherwise improving the lands of Prospect Park, pu r sua~~ t  to 

- chapter three hncdred and seventjl-three of the Laws of eighteen 
hundred and seventy, entitled " An Act to authorize the imyrove- 
ment and sale of certain portions of Prospect Park, in the city of 
Brooklyn, and the Acts amendatory thereof," arid to rnake pro- 
vision for the expenditure of the anlount raised ; and for the pur- 

l 



poses of this Act the bonds of the city, known as Park Bonds, - 
and payable ollt of the sale of park lands authorized to be told 
niay be issued in such form and pwyable at such times and in 
snch manner as the said Colnrnon Cour~cil may direct. 

CHAPTER 362. 

AN ACT to transfer the care and control of Bedford avenue, in 
the city of Eroolrlyn, to the Park Commissioners of said city. 

Passed May 24, 1878 ; three-fifths being present. 

T h e  People qf the State o f  ,Vew Yor.k, ~epresen~ted in Senate 
and Asser1/,67y, clo enact as folloas : 

S E ~ ~ I O N  1. Frorn and after the first day of January, eiglrteen 
Ilundred and seventy-nine, the care and management of Bedford 
avenue, in the city of Broolilyn, througl~ont its entire lengtli, A 

inclnding the ri.pairs of the existing pavement thereon and 
cleaning tlie~.eof, are llerebr vested in the Park Co~nrnissioncrs of 
said city and said Commissioners are authorjzed and directed 
froni and afcer said date to keep the same clean and in good 
repair, and to make such needful rules and regulations in respect 
to said avenue, the preser:ation of its walks and roadwa-y, arid 
the puclic use thereof, as t h e j  may deem proper to maintain tile 
same as a puhlic drive or parkwaj-, and the powers Ileretofore 
vested in or exercised by other city officers or boards in said city, 
in respect tu said a,venue, are hereby transferred to said Park 
Cornrnissior~ers, provided that no expense hcrein authorized shall 
be met by the issue of Park bonds. 

$, 2. This Act shall take effect imrrlediately. 
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1 inquiry and experiment to 
y growth and development on the 

The  enlargelnent of the facilities for providing pure water 
would be found to be necessary, also a system of sewerage could 
be devised and carried out in part and to such an extent at  least 
as would make certain its practi~a~bility and serve as a nucleus for 

: its extension to those parts of the Island wliere relief in this 
': direction will soon be a necessity. 
\ The Park Conlrnissioners fully appreciate and have carefully 
\,weighed the aclvar~tages to be derived bg the public from the use 

ed it, and tlilis completed a scheme devised by tl~ern rnore 
pf property eo eligibly located as is the Concourse, and having - 

ten years ago, they would hesitate to make or consider any 
position that would seem to be inoonsiste~~t with the past, yet 

ey lrave come tu believe that the advantages to result horn this 
sBle under s ~ ~ c h  conditior~s as they would reserve the right in a 
lgrge degree to define, will ultimately innre to the substantial 
advantage of our people. 

I n  conclusion, we beg you to consider the substance of this 
communication, v i th  the view to enlist your co-operation in 
securing the legislation necessary to carry out the purposes and 
ends herein outlined. 

By order of the Park Con~mission, 

J. S. T. STRAN-1HhN, 
I'resident. 



Communication t o  t h e  Board  of Supervisors of Kings 
County, relative t o  t h e  sale of a portion of t he  Concourse 
at Coney Island. 

OFFICE OF PARK COMMIRSIONERS, 
BROOKLYN, February 25, 1880. t 

I To the Boavd of Supervisors, Kings County : 

The Board of Brooklyn Park Commissioners beg leave to ask 
your consideration to the following suggestions in reference to a 
question upon which they were invited some tirne since to give 
their views by a Committee of your Board, as to disposing by 
sale, of the portion of the property known as the Concourse a t  
Coney Island, which it is believed may be now parted with with- 
out disadvantage to the public interest. 

_ The tract to which this proposition is intended to apply 
includes only that part of the seventy acres originally acquired, 
which lies to the rear or  north of the northerly boundary of the 
present r0adwa.y and sidewalk, and contemplates the reservation 
for public purposes of all sonth of this same line, and includes 
the drives, walks and all the intervening beach to the lowest 

The development .of the Island to this date, and the clearly 
defiaed tendencies of the improvements in the future would seem 
to indicate that the proposed curtailment of the present akea 
would in no material degree contract or otherwise encroach upon 
the privilegee and benefits which were originally contemplated by 
the commission, to be derived from its use by the public. 

Some further reasons in support of this proposition may be 
found in the following: I n  view of the continued reluctance 
manifested by the authorities to expend money on other than 
what they deem to be strictly utilitarian or unavoidable work, it 
is of some importance to note that tlie sale of this portion of the 
county property would do away with the ultimate expenditure of 
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level up the area to s,,,.. 
practicable in connection with the k 
and approaches to the beach. c 

A considerable o~ltlay would also be needed to deve~ope the , 
necessary features of the superstructure, such as soiling, walks, 
roads, trees, shrnbs, turf, &c. A further expense would be en- 
tailed in the like necessary subsequent provision of a Maintenance 
fund, which, as viewed by a portion of tlie public representatives, 
would be probably characterized as a public burden. 

Tlie Conconrse occnpies a conspicuous position, and is, so to 
speak, almost tlie centre of gravity of the Island, separating on 
either hand the most extensively iinproved portions. In its ex-' 
isting barren and unsigl~tly condition, it presents an incongruous 
and undesirable intervening space, tlie prevailing feature of which 
it should be your duty or ours to change and improve if it is 
deemed desirable to retain it. if this property can be &old under 
apyrrop~.iate conditions and 1-estrictions, such as nia;y be without 
difliculty arranged for, the ~.emaining property to be reserved for 
rlle public use, can, it is believed, be environed by a class of irt.?- 
provements, suc*lt as llotels and other str~lctures, which, in the 
matter of desi,nn and in the facilities afforded, wiil greatly enhalice 
its value, and by the accruing advantages add to the co~venience 
and i~ t e re s t  of the co~nmunity at large, who will continue to seek 
recreation where i t  cnit be afforded at comparatively 'stnau 
expense and obtained with stioli little sacrifice of time. 

Not the least important of the reasons which are here advanced 
is that of the fund to be derived from this sale, which fund, it 
may be confidently expected, will prove in amount a very satis- 
factory one. By far the larger part of this money may be by the 
County Tressurer invested in Kirlgs ~ o o n t p  Bonds, the income 
of u~11ich should be devoted to the care of the irnproved portiotls 
of tlie property, arid the balance of tile fund might with proprid7 
be expended In improvements which would be found desirable, 
and in providing and extending facilities in wl~icli the owners and 
lessees of the lsland and the public generally no111d share in 
cornmon, and with such a fnnd i t  will be possible for the Park 
Commission to inaugurate a class of improvements, which, 
with the education of experience, the growth of the public taste. 

I as well as a larger view of owners and lessees that i t  is 110 
will prevail, will be dernanded in tlie near future, and nrill meri 
and receive due recognition. 

i 
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