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'?/:5]/3‘7# 98.' CHIIDREN'S TREASURE HUNT. scheduled for® nozt Saturday arternoon,
I August 4th, at 2 p.m, at .TACOB RIIS PARK, Neponsit,

213 v 8 Contre] of Dudety Zim bituroree -
- 8/ - 99, INSPECTION TRIP covering the long Island Parkways and Parke . -~
: a9 for representativea of the Press on Mondgy, August 6&th, - ’ )

8/9 100.‘ 14 ADDITIONAL PLAYGROUNDS WILL BE OPENH) BY THE DEPT, OF PARKS /

IN NEW YORK CITY: ON SATURDAY MORNING, AUGUST 1lth,

8/9 101. The Park Dept. has started RENOVATION OF THE COLUMBUS S‘IATUE mlasw

: ) AT COLUMBUS CIRCIE IN MANHA.‘PI‘AN :
8/9 102, GOVANIS PLAYGROUND. | X
8/10 103, The first Wwo mile men's OCEAN SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIP -

of tle Rockaways will be held at JACOB RIIS PARK on
Sunmay, August lgth.

8/15 104/  OCEAN SWIMMING cmmon.sm AT

- 8/15 105, DANCE RECITAL = Maria 'I‘hereaa - Ang. l?th, e so Dolle,
: PROSPECT PARK,

8/18 106,  ‘Two Metropoliten SYIMUING cw.xom_win-méet on Sunley afternoon
o _ in & challenge race in the A.A.Us progrem to be held-at ‘
JACB RIIS PARK in Rockawqr, beginning at 2:30 p.m,

8/22 107, ‘DEPT. OF PARKS WILL OPEN 15 NEY PIAYGROUI'BJS DURING SEPTEMBER:
- 3 & OCTOBER,

- 8f23 lo8, -COLUMBUS PAH{,'bom:ded by Béyaid-, Mulberry, Pai-lc and Baxtsr
. L Streets is being remodeled to greatly _1ncreaae the play ares,

8/25 _ 109, - CHILDREN'S DAY OUTING at JACOB RIIS. PARK, Monday, August 27, 1934,
9/4 - 110, Opening of Playground, FORT TRYON PARK, Wed, Sept. 5, at 4 p.m.‘fu-u—.\
$/5 ' 111. 'Dapt. of Parks announced its plan today for the improvement of

JACOB RIIS PARK, Bmoklyn. which i3 to comnect with Marine Park,
Brooklyn by means of a susp?nsion bridge which will extend
- over .Tamaica Bay.

9/6 ... 112,  Dept, of Parks announced its plan today for the completion of
+ ... IARINE PARK IN BROOKLYN, which will be one of the largest
o parke in the city when completed.

9/7/34 113,  Venetian Water Carmival, Sept. 7, 8 & 9th at 72nd St, Lake,
o . Central Park, : e N -

9/8/34 114, Postponed Venetian Carnival. Sept. 11. 12 & 13.

9/10/34 115, Letter to ell Magistrates of City of N.¥, from Hon, ;m, £, ’ -
| McDorald, Re: Cleanliness & Peddling in Paxrks, .

9/12 116, Opening of Bryant Park, Sept, 14, 1934, - Mizsg wu]
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9/12/3} 117, _.

9/18
9/28/34
9/28
8/28
9/30
9/30
10/1

10/3
10/4
10/8

10/8
10/10
10/10

- 10/10

10/10
20/12
110/18
10/19

20/8
10/13

10/8

118,
119.

120,

121.
122,

123. .

124,

125,

126,

127,

128,

129,

130,
131,

132,

133,

134,

- 135,

136.. ....

137,

138,

NEWSPAPER RELEASES

Opening of Roosevelt Paxrk, Sept.'-.li:' -193_4._'.’

Opening of oo, Central Park, Sept, 22nd, -

Instellation of Beating Plent in Chmmnt__ Restaurant, _ |

Hervest Festival at Jefferson Paxk 9/29_/34.

Concert on the Mall, 9/50/34. L

' Building an additi on lewhole courae at Palhe.m Ba,y Gol? COurse.

35 acres of lamd ror park on Welrara Is}and. '

~ Yacht Clubs at Pe],mm Bay Park ceased h‘.) runction as

clubs today,

Instructions 5.n use of pew tree moving apparaws w:lll be
given to enployees of the Park Department,

Cont ractor for section of West Side Express Highway |

thoulh Riverside Park, bet. 72nd snd 79th Streets
~ has started dri ving piles for tle retaining walls,
Opening of playgxoum at Esse'x and Houston Streegs, Menhatten,

Appointment of Mr, Spargo to position formerly held by
Major Crane,

Opening of 3 pleygrounds on 001umbua Day et Baxter, Bayard,
Mulberry & Parxk Streets, Leiv Biriksson, Coropa & 102nd
3treet, Queens. . .

Harvest Festival at Thomas J’erférsoh Park

Handicraft Exhibit at Macomb's Dam Park.

Su.rvey of all signe and commercial aﬁverti aing in Parks.
Parkways in New York City. - : _

Harvest Festival, Cextral Park Mall,

Opeming of two new Playgrouma at Teeffe Place and Park
Avenue, Brooklyn, and cherrsr, I.Ionroe & Gouvaneur Streets
In HManhattan,. _ ;

Unveiling of bmnze statue of Dr. .T. M, Simms in
Cen'cral Park,

Cpening of New Fluehing Memorial Playgmuilﬂ;

Finel co ncex;t at Forest Park by Mr. Creatare.’ .

- Déeision not to erect a swimming poal at St. Albana, new

location being considered. -
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- 10/20/3¢139,
10/235  140.
10/25 141,
10/28 142, .
10/29 . 143,
10/31 144,
11/2 145, .
11/3 146,
/6 147,
11/8° 48,
21/10 149,
11/10 . 150. .
11/15 18,
T 1Y/ 152,
/15 153,

11/16/34 154,

11/18/34 155,

11/23 156,

 Dedication of "Tree of Hopa on November 4, at 7th Avanua &

. Daneing on Tuesdays and 'I'hursdays in Pmanect Park throughout o

the Fall and Winter.
Erection of Bird Semcturary in canéral P'a;-k.

Opening of 3 new playgrounds at Sheriff, Broome & Delancey _
Streets, in New York, Fulion Street & Classon Avenwe, in
. Brooklyn, and Fort No., 4, Sedgwicl: and Reservoir Avenues,
in Bronx, _ :

- Survey of existing trees on the streets in all the rive

Boroughs by the Park Departmant.

Memorandum on organization of work relief projects under

the supervision of the Deperiment of P{arks. :

Opening of Annual Chrysanthemum Show of Demrtment of Parks
at Prospect Park on 11/4/34, ’

1318t Street, - L , \ o

Unveiling of War Memorial'aedicataa to the-ﬂanory of the men + L.

who lost their lives in the World War < of the East Side.%nj

Planting of tpee t0 the mamory o:t' Madam Marie S, Curie, s
- +*
Opening of two new playgrounds - Dreier-Offenmn betwaen
Cropsy Avenus snd Gravesend Bay, Bmoklyn, and Flushing
Memorial Playground in Queens, .

- Contest of Home-made wegon championahip on’ Thankagiving Day .

to be kold in Central Park Mall,

-

Final roller skating mntest for Borough of Manhattan, in
Central Park,

15th Milestons near 242nd Street an-d Albeny Post Road is _
to be reset on November 18; ceremonjes to- be conducted i '

, jointly by the Washington Heights cnqpter of the D.A.Rmu;l
Roller-skating comtest - Inter—Bomugh to ba held 11/17/34, Bl

No restrietion on artist who paints or sketches for own
enjoyment and not commeréial venture; mske application
for privilege if so desired to Borough Directoer,.

Roller-skating chmpionship and home-made wagon contest to be
held 11/17/34.

Meeting held in conjunction with the Department of Health amd
Water Supply for the development of ama in Coney Island,

Ax_mouncement of opening of Zco to be held in Central Park, \><' :
Lecember 2,1934, Speakers - Mayor Filorello H, kaGuardia,
sr, A, E. Smith, Rovert Moses, William Hodson, A. Schoslkopf,

-
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11/28/3 ¥ise,

11/28 158,

12/6 159,
12/7 . 1604
18/11 161,

12/19 162,

Lo

le4.

11/17 - 165. '_ Annual Chrysanthemum Show of. Departvrent of Parks ey Forest Park,

166

12/29 167,

®/3 168,

.-“d.

~ Announcing the opening of the Zoo to be held December 2116. | ;)(’

12/20 153, 3Bztencicr of Shore Drive xtension in Brooklyn = Bids opened.

Formal permission of artists for sketching purposes in park

NEUSPAPER mmszs R BRI .

Department of Health and Department of Parks announced a e

joint program for the developrment of’ combinatian play-! S '
grounds and health centers. , / ' .

at 2 pem. in Cen ;ral Park, o o /

Yeeting at Port Authority Building, December 10th to. o T
consider the arterial probleme of the City ot New York B
and surroundings. : _ N

Golr courses will close Sund&y, December 9, 1954, ‘on account'_: . D
of .weather. _ o S Sy . . (o

Park Departrent purcha ged & pick-up ear, station wagon end'a
- eoupe. Mayor Lafuardia wil) drive one o these cars on- = . Ty
December 10th to City Fall. : . L o :

Erection of Christmas trees gt various New York City Parka, S i _
also dcdication of May o> L’;_Guar’na at City Hell Pleza > . o
on Fridaye ' _ R

Climatic ¢onditions and mnd&lism mede it necessary ror the
Park Department to protect the statue of D, Glasgow Farragué. “\\ QSW?

not essential but letters granting the privilege will de
furniehed those who make application to Borough Directors.

IR,

Colf courses closed owing to cold weather,

Progress on park program in. 1934 and program for 1935, m,'”“\(j
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| : FOR Ti.. -ATE KILEASE
Arsenal, Central Park Decenber 13, 1934.
Tel., Regent 4-1000

Tae Departaent of Parks is erecting fourteen 50-foot Horvay

Spruce Trees in the parks throughout Greater der York in preparafion of the
Christmes festivities to bée conductecd under the auspices of the City of Hew
York. These Conmunity Chriztamss Trees which will be dedicuted by Lisyor
Fiorello H. LaGuardia oa Friday, Dec. 21ist, at £:50 p.m., vwill be located
as follovs:
LdlHATTAN: | City Hall Plaze

Wall, Central Fark - Off 5th Avenue st 65th Street

Roosevelt Park - Chrystie and Foruyth Strcets at Stanton Street

Tnomas Jefferson Park - illth to 114th Strect at First ivenue
GUELNS: Rings Park - Jamaica Avenue ané 150th to 1HErc Sireets

Forest Park - iyrtle ivenve and Park Lane South

orthern Bouleverd - Opnosite Fariiagton Street
BROOKLYniz Borough Hall _

Grand Arwy Plaza -~ Prospect Park

Leiv Liriksson Park - 66th to 67th Strects betrecn 4th end Sth

Avenucs.

. BROUHX: Joyce Kilmer Park - Granc Concourse and 161st Strect
Clarenoat Park ~ .7, Eden, l.ebster and Teller Aveaucs

RICY0ID: silver lake Park - Vietory Boulevérd an€ Forest hvenue -

Borough Hell, Barrctt Park -~ Triangle east of Borough Hall on '

) Bey Street, St. George
leyor Fiorello H. LeCuardia i1l deliver an acdress at City

Hall Plaza, vhere the priancipal exerciges will be held. The cercumonies from
tais point will be broadecast by public address systoms to all of the other
locetions, rith the exception of Thowmes Jeficrson Park, where special
cercnonies will be held by the Héyor and the official verty after the con-
clusion of the program at City Hall Plaza. Comnissioner Robert lloses vill
act as cheirman. t

The prograa will open vith a shortgconcert by the Park De-
pertaent Band, folloved by Christmas Carols sungéﬁ?_a Li#é& Choir of 75 "ﬁj.
trained veices from the Concert Division of the Depertaent of Publlc Tel-

fare, asugmented by children from-the playgrounds of the Department of Parks

{Coatinucd)
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who heve been trained especially for these exercises. Commicsioner Joses
will then introduce ilayor Lafuerdia vho will formally dedicate the trees
and, by oressing a button, illuminzte the thirtcen troes simultaneously.

This preogram vill be broadezst by Station UHYC and a net-work
of tvealy~tro additional staticas exteoading es fer lest as iissouri and in-
cluding a short-wave station in Providence wialeh vwill cerry the main exer-
¢ises abroad.

4t the coaclusion of the principal exercises the programs will
continue incepencently at each point vhere they vill be in charge of the
Borough Pirector of the Department of Parks or nis designete. Christmas
Cerols of differcnt countries will be sung in the native tongue by the chil-
dren, vho vill be in proper costume mace by the Pleyground Lirectors. it the
conclusion of the exercises at City Hall Plaza, .ayor LaGuardia and the offi-~
eial party will procecd to Thomas Jefferson Pari, there & special band con-
cert vill be given between 5 p.n, and the arrival of the layor. The cere-
nonies here will consist of the dedication and illuminstion of the Christ-
mes Trec by ayor Lalucrdie, vho vill clso formally break ground for the
swinming pool vhich is to be built &t this point. Thce singing of the Hation-
al anthem vwill conclude these cercuonies,

Vith the exception of Christmes Day, carols will be broadcast
each day thereafter from Stetion UNYC to &1l fourteen locations beticen
12 noon and 12:15 p.m., to &nd including Fridey, December Z8th.

The trees will be decorated vith electric lights of gay and
varied colors.

This will be the first time that the City has provided Community

Christmes Trecs on thiz scale.

-End-~
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS FOR INMEDIATE RELEASE
Arsenal, Central Park Decesber 10, 1954,
Tel. Regent 4~1000

The Park Department fecently purchased. three new cars,
a pick-up car, a station wagon and a coupe. |

Mayor LaGuardia will drive one of these cars to City
FEall, leaving the Mayor's house at 9100 and arriving at City Hall at

G:15 a.m.

Released to the following by order of Mr. Cruise:

New York City News Association
Daily Mirror

Wide World

Acme

Associated Press

International News Service

Fox M¥ovietons News

Paramount News

Fathe News



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Arsenal, Central Park December 7, 1984,
Tel. Regent 4--1000

The Department of Parks statee that in view of the open
weather now existing the golf courses under its jurisdiction wlll net
close on Sundey, December 9th, as recently snnounced, but will remain

open util further notice. During thia period the winter rules will
obtain,

Phoned to the following, as directed by Mr. Cruise:

City News Associatlon
Daily Mirror

Bronx Home Newa

8taten Isiand Advance
Long Ieland Dally Star
Long Island Deily FPress



DEPARTMENT OF PAAKS, - .FOR TV DLATS Rl .
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Arsenal, Central Park. v Lecenber 6, 193
Tel.: Regent 4-1000 ﬁL

Senator George Fearon, Chaifman of the Joint Legisiatlive
Committee appointed pursuant tqﬂa_fesolution of the New York Siate
Legislature adopted April 2?,:i9345 has arranged to hold a meating
of the Committee in New York Cé£y on Monday evening, December 17ih
at 8:30 in the Port Authority fékminal Building at 111 Eighth
Avenue, This meeting will be héi& to consider the arterial pro:lems
-of the City of New York and its Surroundings. It has been arranzsd
at the invitation of Mgyor LaGuardia. Mayor LaGuardia has designawsl
Park Commissioner Robert Moses to arrange the details of the neeting
and to assemble the material on the connqgtions between the City
arteries and the suburban highways and parkways adjacent to the City.,

The Joint Legislative Committee to report on road-building
policies is composed of six State Senators, seven State Assemblymen,
with the State Superintendent of Public Works and the State
Commissioner of Highways ex officio members.

Mayor LaGuardia, the President of the Board of Aldermen,
who is also Chairmsn of the Citg Planning Comnittee, Commigsioner
Moses, the five Borough Presideﬁts, the Chief Engineer of the Board
of BEstimate and the Police Cﬁmmissioner will present the City's
program of traffic arteries ét_the meeting.

The Chief Engineers of the Board of Estimate, the five
Boroughs and the Park Departmeﬁt, and representatives of the Ciiyr
Planning Committee oand the'POIice Cormissioner met with the Chiay
Engineers of the Port of New York Authority, the Long Island Sialn
Park Commission and the Triborough Bridge Authority and the Disti-ic.
Engineer of the State Department of Public Works in charge of “lc
Metropolitan District, to formulate a plan to present to the Joirct
Legislative Committee, The program worked out by these Engineers
has been spproved by the Borough Presidents and the other Depart-

ment heads interested.

Continued,
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The purpose of the meeting is to present a system of
through traffic arteries in FNew York City to cormect with the
State highway and parkwasy system outside the City's boundaries.
It is not intended to ask State aid for the construction of local
streets or boulevards but to ask for the construction from State
~highway funds of a system of trunk arteries to carry traffic
through the congested metropolitan areas. The great difference
between the proportion of taxes paid in New York City to the pro-
portion of money spent on traffic relief in New York City will be
pointed out.

Civic asscciations and other orgsnizations interested in

the discussion are invited to be present at this meeting.

-End-
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS " FOR DfFDIATE RELEASE

Arsenal, Central Park - -~ November 28, 1934
Tel. REgent 4-1000 :

._The new Central Park Menageris will be formally opend to.tha
public on Sundsay, December 2nd, at 2 o'clock in-the afterncon. Commissioner
Robert Moses will deliver the opening addresa. Mayor Fiorelle ﬁ‘ laGuardia,
former Gove:nor Alfred E. Smith, the Honorable Alfred H. Schoelikopf,
Chairmen of the Temporéry Emergency Relief Administration of the State of
Wew York and the Honorablé William Hodson, commissioner of the Department
of Public Welfare of the City of New York, ﬁill also speak during thél
ceremonies, which include the presentation of the key to the 200 to the
Mayor followed by his official opening of it to the public.

_ The story of the very early days of the old Zoo is an interesting
one énd the building of the new Zoo, which was done entirely with Work Re-
iief forcos and material furnished by the ¥elfare authorities ié equally'
interesting. | | |

Search of the'archives of the Department uncovered some interesting
facts and amusing drawings of some "Temporary Buildings to shelter birds and
memmals formerly kept in the Arsensl Building approved by H. Hilton, Septem-
ber 19, 1870 - to be axecutéd and carried out by Professor Hawkins®™ and
containing the following instructions: "Mr. Crane will plan details employing
Hawkins for the purpose.® The sketch shows two large cages for birds and
additionsl enclosures for carnivors.

The first annflal report of the Board of Commissioners of the De-

.partment of Public Parks, dated December, 1871, contains the following

statement ;



"’ _ | | ‘l’ | o -2-
ra series qf-buildings surround the luseum, qrnamental in design_
and cqnvenieﬁt fo the public. There are: cone for the carnivora; one.for the
birds and monkava; open-air sheds for the bears, wolves, efe.; roomy and
open-air cages for tha eagles, domestic fowls, ete; an'inelosed_buflding.
fbr algphanté,.cﬁmsla? aﬁd various tropical_énimals, and {in process of
ereqtion'at the west of the Museum buildings} a lafger atructuré intended
for carnivora,.tropicgl éattle,‘etc." | |
Among the eerliest contributors to the old dantral Pafk Z0oo were
| Avgust Belmont who gave two Virginis Deer and.threé Canadian Wild Gegse in
Mey of 1870 and Hemilton Fish who dedicated six wild Turkeys in October
6f the . same jear. These -dedications are.recﬁrded-in the records of.the'-.
Department., . P. T. Barnum and George F. ﬁailay loaned *rage spécimens"
to the City during the Zoo's early life.
| '-Theléld structures thet were demolished by VWork Relief Forces
were all made of wood. The light was_pobr and they were unsanitary firetraps.
The Mbﬁkey-ﬁouse had been converted into a hot dog stand and fha bea# dens |
werse percﬁed on the side of a rock outeropping. Thers was no ordérly are
rgngambnt or supéfvision of animala.i.The hippopotami shared thé sane ]
éuérters with the lions.
ihe new Central Park Menagerie was designed by Aymar Emhury, 1I,
with the aésistance qf the stﬁff of architects of the ?ark Departmgnt. If
is simple, masonry construction. Tﬁé éxteribr wells are of brick and all
of the interior walls are buff tile. The sculptpred friezes by F. G. Roth
are excellent. IKir. Roth and ﬁhe sculpfors who asaisted him qarved thes3 
figui'es' of animais into the limestone by hand and did not follow the usual |
practice of furnishing a ¢lay model ﬁo stone éarveis? who actually.work onl_'

the scaffolds..

* % % % % X kk K ¥ ¥ k¥ F o X



DEFALT.Rifa OF PARKS ‘ PR, EDIsfE RELEASE
Argenal, tral Park ‘mber 23, 1234

Tal., RiGeat 41000 ‘ '
é lé?

Mres do Hunter Field instructed me to rslease the
following snnouncement to the Press by telephone. Thiz was done.

The Park Department announces thal owelng to the continued
cold weather, effective and beginning Wednesday morning, Jan. 2, 1335,

all Golf Courses under itz juriadiction will be closed untll next

Spring.

Phoned City News Assocliation
“ueena rapers
Bronx Home Hdevs

Dec. 23, 1034

wEnd—



DEPARTMENT OF PARI‘ | . ](v
4RSENAL, Central Park /

Regent 41000

The Department of Parks ctates that it is receiving a

a rather lar-e numher of letters from artists inquiring whether
permits =re necessary 1o paint and sketeh in the city parks. The
present policy of the department places no restriction on the
artist who paints or sketches for his own enjoyment and not as a
commercial venture. While formal permission is not required,
letters granting the privilege will 2e furnished those artists
who make application for them to the Boarough director of the
Department of Parke, viz:
MANHATTAN: Swedish Cottage, 72th st. and West Drive, Central Park
BRONXs Zbrowski Mansion, Claremont Park
BROCKLYN:  Litchfield Mansion, Prospect Pafk
QUEZNS: The Overlook, Forest Park, Kew Gardens
RICHMOND: Field House, Clove Lakex Park, Victory Boulevard

| & Clove Road, West Brighton.

—ende-

a2
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The annual Chrysanthemum Show of the Department of Parks,
Queens, held at the Greenhouses at Woodhaven Boulevard and
Myrtle Avenue in Forest Park, will be open to the public starting
Saturday, November 17, 1934, from 10:00 A.M. to 9.00 P.M. i

The are spproximately 5,000 plants on exhibition,
comprising 18 varieties. Prominent among them are the bronze,
white, yellow and pink Turners, pink and white Chieftains,
Crimson Glow, LTH.Burlak, Gladys Pierson, pink and white
Seiderwitz; Mrs.David Roy, Besty Ross, Tom Brown, pink, white
and gclden Chadwick and sevédral varieties of anemones.

The above plants have been banked and set up in pyramids to
show off the blooms to the best advantage.

The show will continie up to Thanksgiving. : -

*

11/14/34 Mr.Cruise handed the above to me stating
that he authorized the Queens office to release
this direct.
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DEP ARTHENT OF P December 20, 1934,

Arsenal, Central Park

elRegentllom_ }63“

EXTENSTION OF SHORE DRIVE IN BROOKLYH

Bids were opened todcy by the State Department of Public Yorks.

for starting ¢ onstruction of the extension of Shore Drive in Brooklyn,
from the exlsting deed end of the Drive a2t Fourth Avenue, elong the .
shore line of Fort Hamiltﬁn to Dyker Beach Park, The Telsh Brothers
Improvement Corporation of Long Island City submitted & low bid of
| £e57,082,75,
The section 'of Shore Drive now to be constructed iz one milc
long and when completed +i]ld provide $t0 3-lane roaduays se¢parated by &
'"-_“_\\. grass panel.. f pefdfestrien promenace will be provided on the Warrows Bay e
\ ,§iﬁﬂ’ggfthe parkvay. The entire right-of-tay vwill be landscaped in the
same vey as other State parkvays. The land necessary for this project
was dedicated by the federal govment to the City of dew York in 1926
after years of discussion and agitation. Except for an unfinished sea
wall, nothing has been done on this project since its inception.

ﬁork to be done under the nev contract vill consist of the
construction of about 3,500 fect of sea wall slong the shore line front-
ing Fort Hamilton and the placing of sbout 90,000 cubic yards of f£ill

P for the foadwaya The sea wall will be constructed of concrete, faced
with granite, and will be built on top of the present unfinished rip-rap = | q
vall. The contract will provide employment for about 250 men for a
period of about five months. -

The extension of the Shore Drive now 4o be constructed is a
part of the old comprehensive plen for a ci:cumfereﬁtial boulevard vhich -
will eventually connect the existing Shore Drive vith ’farine Park, Brooklyn,
by way of Cropsey and Emmons Avenues. The Emmons Avenue section is under

construction by Borough President Ingersoll,



DEPARTUENT CF P ) - o RELEACE I sﬂ'
ARCEIAL, CENTRAINEEARK FRIDA@GEliovember 23, 1934,
AEGENT 4-1000, '

139 Centre Street

DEPARTLERT OF HEALTH - 7
Canal 6-1600

T4C DEPARTLENTS JOII HAI'DS

The Department of Health and the Department of Parks
announced today a jcint program for the development of combina-
tion playgroﬁnds and health centers,

| The Department of Health has secured a loan and grant
from the Public orks Administration for the construction of
health centers throughout the City, but no money is available for
the purchase of additional land. It is necessary for the Health
Department to find vacant City owned lands to build these health
centers. MNo City owned land could be found in the Bast Harlem
district except an area on East 115th Street, between Lexington
and Third Avenues, which was acquired for recreational purposes
under the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks. Plans for
the demolition of the existing tenement structure ard the con-
struction of a playground for small children on this area had
been made by the Park Department. The Departments of Farks and
Health joined in a comnlete survey of.the whole East Harlem
district and reached the conclusion that the only Citylowned area
available for either a playground or a health center was this
parcel under the control of the Park Depariment., The plans for
the Health Department's building were partially completed and the
vlans for taie Park Department's playground were finished. The
two Departments discussed the relative values of the two develop-
ments and neither was willing to abandon its plans.

It was finally sgreed to use the area by both Depart-
ments. The Department of Health has agreed to construct its
building in such a fashion to allow for the use of the roof of
the two-story building for playground purposes. This playground
will utilize the same ares previously planned when the site was
selected. Access to the playground will be provided without the
necessity of going through the building. The entrance will be
planned to make it convenient for the children of the school
adjacent to the plot to have easy access to the play area, This
unique construction will satisfy the needs of the Department of

Eealth and the Depariment of Parks.



This will be the first roof playground constructed by the City
of New York and will inclule & wading pool, shrubs and trees
in pots, outdoor gymnasium aprearatus and swings. |

Commenting on the plans now under way, Health Commis—
sioner John L. Rice said: "I believe that the joint development
we have undertaken will be profitable for all concerned.
Certainly our health centers will be more attractive by the
landscaping and the recreation facilities provided by the Park
Department., “/ith careful attention to plamning, the activities
of the health center and those of the recreation area can be |
made to complement each other admiieably.

In our health work we are constantly facing the need
for supervised recreation for young children who should not
urdertake the strenuous play activities of normal childhood.
Recreation areas, such as thisy; will help us find a way for safe
and healthful recreation for these children.”

Since this agreement on a joint development by the two
Departments, & study has been undertaken to see to vhat extent
this heppy combination of activities can be zpplied to the other
health centers which the Health Department is planning to erect.
Already it seems likely that a number of locations are well
adapted to this cooperative combination,

Commissioner Robert Moses said; "The Park and Health
Authorities of the City have essentially the same objectives.

I am happy to cooperate with Dr, Rice.®

=ands
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DEPARTMERT OF PARKS N | FOR IBGDIATE RELEASE
ARSEMAL, CENTRAL PiRK | - Mov. 23, 193 -
Tel. Regent 4-1000 :

| The new Zoo in Centrsl Park, waich repleces the forser jwmgle of
ﬁn;s_ishﬂ;v firetrapa that had stood for sixty-four yesars, will be formally _
opensd on Sundey, December 2md, at 2100 P. H. The exercises will bs hald':ln'
froat of the Arssnal, Pifth Avenus at 64th Street. The speskers will be Iiyor '
Yiorello H. LaGuardia, former Governor Alfred E. Smith, Commisaioner of Parks
Robert Moses, ¥illisa Hodson, Commispioner of Public Welfare, and Alfred K,
Schmm;r, Chairmen of the New York State Temporary Emergeuncy Aslief Mnis-
tration.

Two hnndrad and fifty children representing the varicus plaargrcunds
in Itnhntt.nn will .occupy special reserved seats. Otiwr guests will !melnu cit.y ‘
- and State officisls aud meabers of the New York State Council of Parks, wbo will
| be i_n the City for & regular monthly meetlng. Nusic will he furnisbed by the
Purk Department band and by the uniformed Fife and Drua Corps of P.S. 7, of
the Brom. _ o

Following the cermniola.t_l.:e'nim new buildings will bo opened for
:inspoctidh, They are of modern construction and are fireproof. Thsy ware de-
slgued to barmonise with the architegture of the .&_nml, which has been
stripped of its mamy coats of dingy peint, revealing a fine old brick structure.
The brick used in the new buildings was selected for ite resemblance to the
lllll of the Arsensl, with slate roofs end limestons trim and friM. Soulptaors

hawe carved panels of animals in tha frisses. |
| !ho new menageris is built around a quadrangls, the center of which
mtainsammkanguﬁmcontainingamlpooludﬂying CRZeS. llargomn-
cssalon buildins with an apm air terrace for dining ocoupies tie western side
_ of the aquare, and s mmm to the flanking snisal bouses by ercaded passage-
iiya. In the nortowesi corner besr dens have basn located amond rugged out~

areppingtofhdmronk. Groupﬁmdtharﬂdoofthsuinﬁtrmop&thlrhieh
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lesd to the Zoo from the 59th Btrest gute are amaller houses which contain the
norned snimal sollection. |

| The eatire construction grogren on the Zoo hes been done witk labor
&nd materisls supplied by tae Forks Division of the Departsent of Pubiic Welfars.
The planning wes cossenced on February 5th of this yesr and completed in six-
tesn wrk:.ng days by a staff of deslguners, sugineers snd dreftsmen who were |
sasigned ta the Department of Parka by boe Civil ¥orks Administration.

| Tork aterted on the coustruction as soon &5 tue plans were in
sufficient shape to give the enginsars the sites of the buildings. The
Departwant smcountersd a collection of entigueted buildings, dsting beck &0
1870, which were structurally dangerous, unhealtiy, uissnitery and entirely
-ihadoquaufor hausingwﬂﬁam. I__sm found necessary o0 move many of
animale to tne Brookiyn Zoo in Prospect Park, while others were accommodated
1o sucn bulldings as could remsin temporsrily or were penned in runs mesrhi.
They have now heen trought buck emd fnstalled in their permsnent quarters,
with certain of the snimals from the Brooklyn Z00, which 1s being demolished.
When the mew buildings in Prospect Park are opened in thw early spring of 1935,
these visitors will be returned and other animsls secured to replenish the

Central Park 100,

i



- DEPARTMENT OF P&S ’DR RELEASE
Arsenal, Central Fark londay, November 19, 1934.
Tel, Regent 4-1000 .
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A meeting was held in the offices of the Depart-
ment of Parks at 5th Avenue and 64th Street, for the purpose of -
preparing a comprehensive plén for the development of the prop-
erty at Coney Island, hounded by Neptune Avenue and Gravesend
Bay, "est 3lst and West 23rd Streets. “

At the present time, this 33 acre tract is under
the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks, the Department of
Docké, the Borough President of Brooklyn, the Board of Education
and the Department of 'Jater Supply, Gas and Electricity.

The most easterly block of property between Wesi
23rd and West 24th Streets is under the jurisdiction of the
Board of BEducation and was {0 be the site of a proposed new
school. This property is bounded on the east by an industrial
development, and on the west by property now under the juris-
diction of the Department of Vater Supply, Gas and Electiricity.
it was the intention of the ‘Jater Department to construct a
pumping station on this site.

The property between 25th and 3lst Streets is
under the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks, and plans
are now being prepared for the development of this area. Along

the waterfront, the Department of Docks planned a €0 foot mar-

 ginal rosd and this area has been held by the Department of

Docks to be used for this purpose in the future. South of this
60 foot marginal road, and abuiting it, there is another pro-
posed étreet, varying in width from 60 to 80 feet, which was

to be built by the Borough President. The Borough President
also planned to extend West 2E5th Street northerly from Heptune

Avenue to this proposed waterfront street.

(Continued)
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As a result of this meeting & comprehensive plan
has been decided upon. The Department of 'rater Supply, Gaé and
Eleetricity will erect its pumping station on the most easterly
block between 23rd and 24th Streets adjacent to the industrial
area. The Board of Education will use the property between 24th
and 25th Streets, and the Department of Parks will develop the
balence of the area. The Borough FPresident of Brooklyn hasg
agreed to discontinue the proposed extension of Jest 25th Street,
as well as the proposed street along the waterfront, and the
Commissioner of Docks agrees to abandon his proposal for the
marginal street. The Department of Parks agreed to release the
nroperty on the north side of Neptune Avenue and the easterly
side of West 3lst Street, to allow for & widening of tﬁese tho-
roughfares, in ofder to accommedate the traffic which was origin-
ally oreposed to be carried along the merginal or waterfront
street.

This new plan is arranged so that the pumping
station will act as a buffer betweegﬁindustrial area and the
preperty of the Department of Parks and the board of Education:
it also gives it the seclusion needed for this project., In ad-
dition, it places the school in a much better location, nearer
to the@enter of population, and gives it a fine setting adjacent
to the park.

The Department of Parks in turn is planning its
Play areas so as to serve the children attending the school, as
well as the other children of the community. |

& committee of three architects, one from sach of
the three Departments (Water Sunply, Board of BEducation and the
Department of Parks) are to confer on this project, so that the
architecture of the buildings to be erected will harmonize. The
Department of Parks also offers the services of its Landscape

architects to prepare landscope plans for the entire area.

~End-
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Nov. 16, 1934,

To - Mr.Nelson
SUBJECT:

Roller Skating championships, Center Drive,
Central Park.

Homemade Wagon being constructed at Roosevelt

Park, (both of these events Saturday,Nov.l7th.)

As per telephone call from Mr. Mulholland,
please have photographers at the Center Drive,
Central Park, at 2 P.M. to take pictures of the
roller skating championships.

Also please have pictures taken of a boy or boys
making their own wagons at Roosevelt Park tomovrow
at 11 A.M.

J.V. Mulholland
per THM
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DEPARTLENT OF PARKS FOR IMIEDIATE RELELSE
arsenal, Centrnl Pork November 15, 1934,
Regent 4~1000 d' 2

The Department of Parks states that it is receiv-
ing A rather 1~rge number of letters from artists inguiring
whether permits are neéessary to paint and sketch in the
city parks. The present policy of the department places
no restriction on the ~rtist who paints or sketches for his
own enjoyment and not as a commercisl venture. ''hile formsl
permission is not required, letters gronting the privilege
wiil be furnished these artists who mrke apnliention for i
them to the Borough Director of the Deprrtment of Parks,viz:

MAIHLITAN 3~ Swedish Cottage, 78th 5t.& ‘fest Drive,
- Centr~1l Park.

BRONX: -~  Zbrowski Mension, Claremont Park.
BACCKLYN:~ Litchfield Mrnsion, Prospect Park.
WUEENSt~  The Overlook, Forest Frrk, Kew Gerdens.

RICHMOND: ~-Field House, Clove Lekes Pnrk, Victory
Boulevard & Clove Rond, West Brighton.

—-aTE



DEPARTUEL'T OF PARKS FOR IMiBDIATE RELEASE
Arsenal, Central Park Tovember 15, 1934.
Regent 4~1000% <

¥ 7

The Inter-Borcugh Playground Roller-Skating Finals
will be held under the auspices of the Division of Recrention
of the Department of Parks on the Center Drive in Central Park
on Saturdey, Novermher 17th, ot 2 p.m: The boys and girls
who finished first, second and taird in each class will com-
pete in the finnls for the champlonship, viz,s

Girls 4'8" Clsss 100 Yards

Tessie annis ¥ Brcoklyn  Gravesend

Lillian Seawell from i=nhnttan John Jay lexground
Gloriz Anmsto " Bronx Hrcombs "

Boys 4'38" Class 220 Yards

4. Bujnowski ' lanhotten  Eost 17th.Std
i, Tortorsky ®  Brooklyn ‘illismsburg "
F. Goetz " Bronx St.lirryts “Jest ®

Girls 5'3" Class 220 Yrrds

Anne Shimonski " lnhatton  Roosevelt ©
Margaret Lyne " Brooklyn Greavesend
Josephine fubine " Bronx Ircombs n

Bovs 5'3" Class 440 Yards

V. Gelgano A jirnhrtten Roosevelt n
L. Meli " Brooklyn Bay Parkwey "
7. Bergstrom " - Bronx StaMary!s Test "

The program will include two specirl events; on
830 yard roller-skating race cnen t¢ girls up to 18 yenrs of

ege; md a simil~r event open to boys of 18 yesrs or unders

—ande



l" ". ‘/drjb

Nov. 10, 1934.

To - Mr.Nelson

From James V. Mulholland

Subject - Roller Skating (Final Contest)
Manhattan

Kindly notify newspapers regarding the final
roller skating contest for the borough of Manhattan, conducted
by Recreation Division, Department of Parks. | |

The races will take place on the Center Drive near
‘the Mall, 72nd St.& Central Park, Saturday Novewber 10th at
2 P.M, ' |

James V. Mulholland
Director of Reereation.
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DEPARTMENT OF FOR I IATE RELEASE .\i
Arsenal, Centr@ Perk Nove 10, 1934

Tel. Regent 4-1000

Announcement was made yesterday by the Division
of Recreation, Department of.Parks, of.the conduction of the
first home-made wagon championship for children of the cit&,
on Thanksgiving Day morning, on Central Park Mall. Medals
andtrophies for the preliminary events in the various borough:
playgrounds and for the finals have been doncted by Israel
Sachs, head of the Sachs Foundotion.

Three classes in the home-made wagon contest
will prevail: teams of two in the 6-8 yeor group: 9-11 and
11-13 years. Another fecture will be a mixed age group of
from 6~13 years which will permit brother and sister or two
members of the seme family to compete. All waogons must be
made by contestants., |

Three events for scooter races are also on the

program.

-Eng-
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~ FOR &EDI&TE RELEASE
Arsenal, Central Papk ' November 8, 1934 '
Tel. Regent 4-1000

The Department cf Pnrks will open two new plays o
grounds on Friday, November 9th, making a total of 37 opened
this yenr, | |

The Dreier-0fferman Playgrcund betweéh Cropsey

Aavenue and Gravesend Bay at Bay 46th Street in the Borough of
Brooklyn, will be copened at 3 o'clocks Mayor LﬁGuardia, Bor-
ough President Ingersoll and Mra., H. Edward Dreier will speak

ot the dediecation ceremcnies.

The land for the playgreund was originally pur-
chased by lMirs. Theodore Dreier ns o site for the German Home
for ﬁecreaticn fer Women nnd Children and uscd for 25 years
At é recreation and recuperation home for mothers and children.

Settlement houses and churches mnde previsicn fof the work

i
l

that the German Home wns doing and the affirs of the Home were
liquidated. 4 committee composed of Mrs. G. William Rasch,
President, Mrs. Arthur Delmhorst, Mrs. H. Edward Dreicr, Miss

- Mary Dreier, and Miss Minna Von Nostitz arranged tc have the

land turned over to the City and gave to the Park Department

$20,000 tc be used feor the construeticn of a playgrcund. This

sum was used tc purchase material for the constructicn of the
recreaticnal plant that is being opened tomorrow,.

The playground has o wading pocl and A two-story

brick field house. The sanu tables, seccsaws, slides and swings

.for small children are loeated on the Bay sidce of the build-

ing. apparatus for older children is located in the space

- adjoining Cropsey avenue.

The Flushing Memorial Playfield in Queens will
be opened at 4:00 P.M. Mayor LaGuardia, the President of the
Berough of Queens and Mr, John Holley Clark, Jr. will speak.

(Cont inued)
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The land for the Flushing Memcrianl Playfisld was
given to the City by the Memorial Field of Flushing, Inc.,
for the development of a playground. Labor and material were
supplied from Work Relief funds.

| 4 cne-story field house of Colonial design is lo-
cated in a corner of the playground. Eight tennis courts,
eight handball courts and two basketball courts are provided
in addition to swings, seesaws, sand tables and other cutdocr
gymmasium.equipment.

The Departmemnt of Parks also announces that nine-
teen playgrounds and parks, in addition to the two to be opened
tomorrew, will be opened in the various beoroughs by March 2nd.
One new and completely equipped ployground or park will be
opened each week beginning November 10th, with the opening
of Tompkins Park, Brcoklyn. Other November openings are the
unveiling of the East Side Memorial, Union Square, Mrnhattan
-on November 1lth; dedication of the 15th Miles%one, Van Corte-
landt Park, Bronx, November 18th and City Islanq}?gq%he Brchx

There will be six openings during December, viz.:
the opening of the new Central Park Zoo, Manhattan, on De¢em-
ber lst; playground ~t Rutgers and Henry Streets, Manhatten,
on the third; playground at Harbcr Rcad and Richmond Terrace,
Richmond, on the tenth; two more blocks at Leiv Eiriksson
Park, Brocklyn, on the seventeenth; Chisholm Playground,
Queens, on the twenty-fourth nnd the Highbridge Playground,
Mcnhattan, on the thirty-first.

The Playground at Vandervoort and Cherry Streets,
Brocklyn, will open Janunry 7th; Highbridge Playground ~t 180th
Strect, Menhattan on January 14th; St. James Pnrk and Play-
ground, Bronx cn January 21st and the dedicaticn of the
Flushing Memorial Field Gates, Queens, on January 28th.

(Continued)



e 9

- Page 3,

Three openings are scheduled for February, viz.:
Clove Lnkes Park, Richmond, on the fourth; J. Hcod Wright
Park and Playground, Manhattan, cn the eleventh; playgrcund
at Union and Van Brunt Streets, Brocklyn, on the eighﬁeenih,
and the Gcrman Memorial Park, Manhattan on the twenty-fifth.

The Prospect Park Zoc in Brooklyn will be opened
March 2, 1935.

Of these nineteen centers for recreaticn seven
will be in the Borcugh of Manhattan, three in the Bronx,

five in Brcoklyn, two in Richmend nnd twe in Queens.

Bl -
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DEPARTKENT OF PARKS. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The arsenal, Central Park November 6, 1934.
Telephone: Regent 4~1000

A memorial tree is to be planted in City Hall Park,
ﬁanhattan, on Wednesday afternoon, November 7, at one o’cloék,
under the auspices of the Department of Parks as an enduring
tribute to Madam Marie Sklodowska Curie and her long and
tireless energy in discovering radium and making its benefits
available to humaaity. November 7 marks the sixty-seventh
anniversary of her birth.

The Reverend Felix F. Burant, Pastor of St. Stanis-
laus Church and Chairman of the United St. Stanislaus
Societies, New York, suggested the planting of the tree, with
suitable ceremonies, to the Department of Parks.

The exerciseswill start at 12:45 p.m. with selec-
tions by the Park Department Band. iather Burant will maké
the formal preﬁentation of the tree and dedicate it to the
memory of Madam Curie, after which the children of St.
Stanislaus Parish School will sing the Polish National
anthem. Mayor Fiorella H. LaGuardia will accept the tree
in behalf of the city. 4t the conclusion of liayor LaGuardia's
address the children will sing The Star Spangled Banner and
then place a wreath at the base of the iree, an Oriental Plane.
The rendition of the PFrench National Anthem will conclude
the exercises.

The program will be broadcast by Station WNYC.

~E 13-
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'DEPARTMENT OF PARKS FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE yd
Arsenal, Central Park November 2, 1234 VA

Tel. Regent 4-1000

The Department of Parks will plant and dedicate
a8 new elm to perpetuate the old "Tree of Hope! at Seventh
Avenue and 131st Street, New York City, which it was nece-
ssary for the department to remove, and around which cen-
tered the existing legend of the 0ld tree's inspirational
qualities,

The ceremony will be held on Sunday, November
" 4th, beginning at 2:30 p.m. Selections by Fred Simpson's
Monarch Elks Band will open the program, folldéwed by a
dance by Bill Robinson and his chorus. br. Robinson wiil
also speak during the exercises, at the condusion of which
the procession will proceed to the playground on West 180th
Street, West of Seventh Avenue, to participate in the open-
ing at that point where the program, starting at 4:10 p.m.,
consists of selections by the band, the flag raising cere-
mony and the opening to the children of the playground
facilities, which include a Jjungle gym, swings, sece-saws
and handball courts;

The progrem of the dedication of the new "Tree
of Hope" will be broadcast between 3 and 3:45 p.m. by
Stations WNYC, WNEW, WOV and WOR.

-End-~
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS | | FOR. RELEASE :
Arsenal, Central Park. o Wednesday, October 31, 1934,
Tels Regent 4-1000 ' ' .

The Annual Chrysanthemum Show of the Department of Pérks
at the greenhouses in Prospect Park, Brooklyn, will open to the
public on Sunday, November 4th, at lo.é;ﬁ. The exhibit‘wiil be
open every day thereaftéf,_és 1bnglas the bﬁooms last, between
the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p;m. o

A large number of varieties of chrysanthemums will be
shown, including the ?ocketta,in.three cplors; the-Turners, in
four colors; and the Armistice Day, Vermont, Rita Mitchell and

" the Majestieswarieties. The display will also contain an ex-
tensive collection of Pompons as well as the Anemoné class of

Chrysanthemums. The shades will vary from white to dark bronze.

=End=
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On January 19th of this year Chapter 2 of
the Laws of 1934 amending the New York City Charter abolished
the five former Park Dapartments.and set up one single De=-
partment of Parks under one fommissionsr. I took office as
Park Commissioner under Mayor LéGuardia and became responr
sible for ths development, maintenance and operation of fhe
park system in the five beroughs.

I found the personnel of the Dapartmenf un=~
disciplined and in most instances working under untrainod
and unskilled supervision and with no orderly plan of opera-
tien. The technical staff of the Dspartment was unfittoed
for tho work it was suppesed to perform. Thréa architects,
twe landscape architects, eleven inspectors of stone masonry,
nine inspectors of regulating, grading and paving, thirteen
topographical draftsman, twelve assistaznt engineers and a
few more engineering employees of various titles.wéra
attempting to plan work, supervise labor, purchase material
and otherwise control an army of 69,000 C. W. A. workers.
These C. Ws A. mon wsre supposcd to be deing laboring weork.,
Their foremen were without propser qualifications for their
jobs. The superintendents were even morse unprepnred to do
the work assigned to thom. Theée field supervisors were
moetly whito collar empleoyees who were placed in chargo of
construction projects on tho theory that men unable to do

common labor work could at lesst stand around and watch
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laborers dig and ruke leaves.

The parks were in a disgraceful #ondition.
Fences, playground equipment, iron hencheus, steel bridgos,
piers and other iron work had beon allowed through neglsct
to rust. Walks, paths and roadways wore acreg of brokon
pavomonf. ‘Lawn arcas woro meadows of woeodse Thousands of
treos worc butchorod or hacked down to provide firowood for
political favoritos. Thore was not a singlc park building
in tho City thaj did not need immcdiate ropaeirs and painting.
Roofs loaked and twenty porcent of thoe toilots.in the com=
fort stations wero closod boc;uso of missing parts. Tho zoos
in Contral Park and Broocklyn were filthy firoc traps. The
kocopors werce found with shotguns in thoir laps to shoot down_
wild animals in case of firo. 4 dungoon-liko, unsanitary
bath-hous¢ was being oroeted in Orchard Boach in Pelham Bay
Park blocking the propoer usc of tho boach. 4an olaborate
manor was boeing built for a c¢lub housc at Dyker Boach that
containod sumptuous apartments lor tho suporintondont of tho
park and poorly plannod aend inadoquato public rooms., Groat
gashos wore cut through woodlands to provide drives through
parks that did not rocognize tho simploe fundamontal domands
of parkway dosign. Asphalt wolks and roadways woro boing
constructod without propor foundations and woro_hcdving.from
frost oction beforo the jobs wero complatdd.

The roliof workors in tho poarks had boen ro-

cruited through the National Rcomploymont Sorvice and passcd
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through tho Civil Works administration to tho various city

departmenis. Tho Park Doportmont inhorited 69,000 of thom.

‘They wero working under tho fietion that thoy were Fodordl

omployocos becruse thoy wero paid ontiroly from Foderal fundse
Thoro is no ovidonco thnt thoe former fiva Park Commissionors
assumod any rosponsibility to get work out of thom. Thoy
wore falling ali over coch other with no tools to work with,
no matorial to build into pormancnt improvomonts and, cxcept
in n fow isolatod instancoé, no goneral diroctions as to

what to des Six theousand of thom woroc on tho ash dumps below
the railroad trncks on Rivorside Drivoe standing in snow,
pocking ot frozon_cindcrs; fivo thousand of them wero on

tho sand wastos of Marine Park in Brooklyn, huddloed arcund
fircs on tho marsh londss twe thousand of thom woro on the
bridle paths of Contral Fark with nothing to work withsy and
ono thousond of tham woro on o sand reof off the sherc on
3tatcn Islond pushing whoolbarrows of scnd ond dumping it
ovorboard to bo washed away at the cost of fivo dollars por
cubic yards Twonty thousand of thom could not be accountcd
for at ell in any reports that reflceted work donos +the only
rocord of their existonco on tho projucts showod on the time
sheots of tho.payroll chockers. Tho rost of thom wero scot~
torod all over tho city and, oxcopt in thoe rorc instoncos
wvheoro consciontious individunl foromon or ongincers worc able
singlio handod to koop & scorec or WOoro busys thoir work was

of no pormanont valuo to tho city.
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Whon I wns offcrod tho nppointmnont of Come-
niszioner ¢f Parks by Mayor LnGﬁardia aftor the election in
Novonber of 1933, T undsrtook inmodictely, with thoe cpproval
of tho Mayor, = conprchengive survey of thoe pnrk conditions
of tho City. The lato Travis Whitnoy, Civil Jorks ndmini-
strator for the Cifty, appointod a Censulting Enginecr ani
threo nssistant onginoors for profossionnl sorvicos, and not
on o folief basis, to aid mo in this survey. Thoso cngincers
startod werk on Novemboer 14th. of 1lnst yoar and by Joenuary
19th, the dato of ny appoihtmont to offico ns Comuissioncr of
tho consﬁlidatod Departueont of Parks, had conploted n survoey
of overy rark cnd parkwny eron in the Citys. Ono thousond
sovon hundrod Sork Relioef prejocts woro sct up din this report,
to provide worthwhile work for 75,000 nons Tihc cost of
nocossary matorinls, tho oquipnent roquired, -~nd thu labor
which could be offoctivaly usced on crch project, wus outlined
with o map and photegraphs of tho.yark nY G

I uncertock immedintely to roorgonize the neow
Doeperiments I ostoblished At the arscnnl Heodaunriors in
Mnonhattan o singls Division of Design, and placod at its
heac cxporioncod park onginoors and landscape architcets,
drewvn fron the State park service, cnd placod the responsi—.
bility for the dircetion of the nctucl construction work in
the hends of oxecutives of proven cbility. Thoere woro only
five now fulletime teochnical omployoes ond two part-time
consultnnts breoeught into the pormanent City Service, ond

there wos no time to train the hunidroeds of foremen, suporin-
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tendents, engincers, landscapo architocts, architoacts wio
had t¢ stort rocl work immoedictcly. Experioncc& men hod to
be omploycd ot onco, and thoy could not be fourd registored
with thoe National Roomployment Service. Attompts to socuro
men from this agoncy to plan nnd direoct this huge construc-
tion program failod.

On Friday, Jopnugry 26th, a confercnce was
held between tho Fodoral, Stnto a2nd City C. W. A4. authoritics
and the Park Departmont officials, and pormission was wtw
granted {to the Dopartmont of Porks of the City to omploy
dircectly five hundrcd tochnicnl and construction supcervisors
at salarios up to $80.00 por weck. The quota of five hundrod
mon was later incroasoed 4o five hundrod nnd forty-soven.

Thoe Park Departmeont was given a frce hand in tho sclection of
thoso men., Neo considoration wos givon to rosidence or ncod
of work. Thoy woro to bo hirod on the bnsis of their nbility
and exparionce,

Pursuant to this agrocmont the Park Department
officials canvassed tho 1larger building nnd goneral controct-
ing firms of tho City for lists of suporintondents, foremon,
¢xpoditers of construction and cngineers who were available,
and socurcd from the Associnted General Contractors lists of
nembor contractors. All those lists containced names of c¢x-
pericencod supervisors who wore rocommonded by their formoer
onployorss Onc thousand tarec hundred tolograms wore sont

out on Saturday aftornocon to oll mon interosted in sccuring
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positions,; dirccting thom to roport for poersonal interviows

a

on Suncay oftcerncon. On Bunday oftcocrnoon rll tho applieants

o

It

for the foromon positions wore intorvicwqd by Ccnsulting
"Bngincors of tho Dopartnont, nnd grade? nccording to thoir
cxporicncs and qualificcticnse. Tho aypliennts for suporin-
tendont positions werc intervicwed by enginocers of tho Do~
partnent ~nd those whosorpocord indicatced coapneity for the
rnost reosponsiblo bositions, wore intorvicwod perseanlly by
the Goneranl Suporinicndonts Colonol Walter Deleonnter, City
Go We as awlniinistrator wns asked to bo prescent, and roevicwed
ond approved this cnergency precodufo. The first men repert=-
¢d for intorviows at 2300 FP. M. on Sunieoy, ond the tosk wos
conpleted at 5:00 4. M. Henday unoraninge The suyorintconients
who wore gséleetod wore dirceted that night by telegron to
recport tc work on Koendny, ond the forcrnon who were omployed
wero fdirceted by tolegreon to repert for work over n yperiod
cf “*he follo?ing thrce Cdnyses .« menercndum on this procedure
forwanrded to the Canirmon of the Civil Jorks awtministration
of tho Strte of Kow York on Fabruary 9ih is otinched.

These non crnpleyed on Jonuary 27th werc alnost
©ll cutside consiruction suporvisors, and wo continucd our
of forts tec obtein cdosigning architocts, landscayro architccts

onc

cngincoers from the Nationanl Reomployimont Sorvieco. By
the niddle of Fobrucary it boeaone clear that not cven white
collor engincers of sufficiont oxporionce and training

could be drown from this cgenceye On Fobruary 2lsit, the

Dircetor of thec Fodoral Civil Works administrotion of How
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York State authorized Colonel DelLonmcotor, Now York City Civil
Works Administrator, to soloct supcrvisory, designing and
profossional personnel to tho oxtent of 453 poersons fron
liszts submitted by the National Enginoers Sociocty Employmont
Sorvico, tho National Enginocors Sociocty dirocty; the Archi-
toetural Loague, the General Contractors 4dsscocintion or the
Associntion of Landscape Architecets. Tho Dircector comnonted
in his lottor granting this authority that an omorgoney
oxistod, making it impossiblo to draw thosc nmen through tho
National Roonploymont Sorvicec. 4 copy of the lcttor.from
tho Civil Works ddministrater is attachoed.

Thor§ wes no linitaotion put on the rosidonce
of thosoe 453 non. 'Thoy woro to bo hired for their ability
and cxporionco.u Duc to o loter change of rogulntions, 142
of the 453 mon wore roquired to qualify through Homo Reliof.

0f tho origigal 547 non who wors omployed on
January 27th, 374 are still omﬁloycd on Park Dopartment pro-~ -
jJoetsy of tho 453 mon who woro obtainced through the Engin-
cors Socioty rwlls, 369 arc still working on park doéign.
Tho 257 ncn of tho originel 1,000 onployod havo droppod cout
by nccopting othor jobs, havo boecn dischargod for inoffici-
cncy or transforrod to othor City Dopoartments, including the
gonoral ndninistrative offico of the Works Division. I did
not know nny of thoso mon. Not o single ono wns eomployed or
reconnondod on account of pcrsoﬁal or politienl influsnco.

Thoy wero cmploycd on Foderal C. W. Ae projocts, and paid



s ®

entircly from Fodoeral funds. Thoeir placce of rosidonce wns
not ﬁonsidorod. They wore onployoed sololy for their abilitiocs
to dogign worthwhile park projocts, supervisc all types of
constructioﬁ work and porform othor highly speceinlized pro-
fossionnl practicos incidentinl to tho dovelopmont of tho

pork systoem in Now York City.

Tho Park Dopartment Projoets which thosc non
undortook to organizeo and progress is tho largust enginour-
ing or consiruction projooct undortakon as & singlo enterprisc
during tho san¢ longtn of time anywhorce in ny knowlcdge, The
nen took over o completoly doemoralizoed forco of untrainod
laborers and mochanics, ond in o shert longth of time whippod
an officiont organization inte shapes. There havo boen no
irregularitios and no instance of dishoncsty by n single ono
of thosc meon. Thoy have worked almost deocublo thoe number of
hours roguircd of them by thoir paymastors, beenusce the in- -
dus£ry in which thoy wore trained akways donanded this of
thome Thoy have wecodoed out and dischnrgoed Rolicef Workors
who could not or would not work. They have demonsirated
remarkable ingonuity in stretching incdgquatc qﬁnntitios
of matoricls. I know of no more noble, devotod cnd poirictic
group of men cnyvhore in public scervico.

Tho C. W. A¢ a&s 2 100% Foderal agoncy wont
out of oxigtonecs on forty-cight hours noticc laat Spring,
and the T. . Rs as proceoding on tho bosis of 50% Fodoral

funds, 25% State funds and 25% local funds, was substitutcde
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Thoe rulss of enployncnt, the mothed of rureciazsing nrtorinl,
tho regulations governing thoe rontal of cquipnent, nnd tho
responsibility for tho pregross c¢f thoe werk were all chongod
ovornight, but the aectunl work of building playgrounds,
orocting buildinge, paving ronds, ectc., did not changc.. Tho
papors mnc tho bookkocoping worc simply tonken coff onc dosk,
aind dunped on anothoer.

As soon ns the Fodoral Civil Jerks adimilanistra-
tion was roplaccd by tho Works Division of tho Doepartuont of
Public Jolfare, as a cloaring housce for ithis werk, the com=-
paratively snall nunbor of technical and supoervisery mon whe
livod ocutside of Noew York City were quostioncd as to their
rosidonccs In July, o list of forty-one¢ names of non who
woro listcd ns non-residcents of the City of Now York was
furnishoed this Dopartnont by tho Department of Public Wel-
farce On July 27th, the Dupartmout of Public wWelfore was
advisod thnt fcur.of tho nen listod worc no lengor working
with the Departnont, 2nd that twﬁnty—scvcn of tho mon whose
rosidonce wns quostionod, wore koy mon ~nd that no wmen cculd
be found avniloble within tho City who coculd reploce dny of
therie Teon of the mon wheso reosidencoe was questicnoed woero
tochnicenl speeinlists snd tho welfaoro Departmeont was ocdviscd
thrt, whils they wore fully qguelificd for the work thoy woro
doing and tho tormination of thoir scrviecos would result in
loss, their positions cculd be filled with other mon of

siril~r gualifications. Tho Fark Dopoartnout eofforod to



]

substituto additionnl men furnishod by tho Welfaorc Depart-
nont to.roplacc those tenr none Up to tho prosont time dwo
roplacononts have beon rocoiveds & copy of tho mencrandun
from tho Park Dopartnont to thoe Wolfero Departnent is
attachaod.

It should be nmade cloear thnt in addifion to
the 601 suporintondonts, architccts, engincers and landscaps
architocts onployed by thoe Park Departnont with no considcra~
“tien of thoir nood fﬁr relief, thoro arc 1,683 other toch-
nical and supervisory onploycos who woro furnishod by tho
Hono Relief Buroau of the Dopartnsnt ¢f Public Welfarc.
Statoments have beoon mado that thosc nen crce overpaid. Of
tho 2,284 mon planning and dirceting tho constructicn, fivo
rocoive $80,00 pof weoky nino rocoivo $70.00 por wook;
thirty~four rocoivo §$60.00 por wook; ono roceives $55.00
por weoks fifty=six rocoive §50.00 por woecks sixty reccive
$45.00 por wooks fivo hundred and thirtoon rocoive wookly
wagos botwcon $33.00 and $40.003 cight hundrod nnd twelvo
roccive $3C.00 por wook; sixty carn botweon $24.00 nnd $27.00
por weoks; and scven huadred thirty-four of thom are paid
$21.00 por wacks. Of those 2,284 mon, 669 of thom are archi-
toctsy onginocrs, spocificntion writcrs, topographical
draftsmen and topogrephical ongincersy 1,615 of thom arc in
charge of the anctual dircction of all the constrﬁction forcoss
They ore genorel suporintondents, ossistant suporintondonts,

foromoen of mochanieal trades, labor forenmon and othor super=-
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visors. Thoro arc 37,643 mon working now on Work Reclief
Projects in the Pork Dopartmont.

Criticisms have boen dirccted at tho mothod
of purchasc of material, rontal of cquipnoent ond the hire of
transportation facilitics._tln projoects tétaling over
thirty million deollars ovor:a period of less than nino
nonths, mistakos are nados - I do not protond thnt mistekes
have not boon mndo in the Park Departmont. It is nothing
short of mircculous thaot norc mistakes heovo net boen nncde.
Tho rules and rogﬁlations undor whieh the moncy hoas beon
spont wero not dosigned to cover onmorgency worke. Tho purchose
of millions of dollars worth of neotorinl running into
thousands of i%omés roguiring innc¢dinte dolivory, has bocn
dono through o central purchnse systoem dosigned to satisfy
the routinc nceds of orgnnizoed, snooth-running City institu—
tions, and not omorgoncy construction projects. The regu=-
lations have boon changed overnight many tines, and in alnost
every instonce, monoy for the purchase of material and cquip-
rient hes been noade aveilablo aftor the date men were sent to
work on tho projocets. Fodldorol suporvision by the C. W, 4.,
Stato and Fedoral supervision by the T. Ee Re ads, City supcr-
vision by thc Departmont of Public wWolfare, through both its
Bonme Roliof and VWerk Roliof Divisions, the inspcciion of
naterial and tho peynent of bills by the Finance Dopartment,
buying of motoerianl ond cquipmont by the Purchnse Dopnritnmont,
investignation of the conduct of work by the Commissionocr of

accounts, ond othor forms of centrol, approval, or chocck by

- ]} -
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other City Dopartmonts, cconmisgions and burenus pnssing on

quality of mntorials, pormits for construction, otfg crcated

a tangle of reod tapo which has been cut only by the rost

aggrossive and porsistont pressurcs The rosults justify ny
boliof that no Govornmont enterprise of similnr conploxity
has boen performod so as to provide as little justificotion
for honost criticisn,.

Sinco January 19th of this yoar tho Depart-
mont of Parks has spont $30,231,552.00 on now construction
from Work Reliof funds, cof which $25,931,552.00 huos boon
used for labor and $6,300,000,00 for natorinls and equipment.
The monoy hns boon spont prucdontly in accordance with o
cenprononsgive ﬁlan of devolopnont ¢f tho wheolo e¢ity. all
fhc parks havo beon rohabilitatod. Forty-one thousand,
soven hundred ond fifty gallons of paint have boon uscds
oighty=-six miles of'rusty, dilapideted foneco have boon re=-
plocod with twonty~-ono niles of now foncingy forty-threo
miles of wolks havo boon ropnircd; and twolvo miles of bridle
paths have boen ronovatod, nnd six nilcs of now bridlo poths
constructoeds; 236 acros of park aroca have boon draoinod and
~rostorod to'?ark usagoej 712 drinking feountains hovo bedn ro-
prirod and 243 now fountains installod;_BQ,OOO cubic yorcds
of stonc mnsonry rotnining wells havo been built to restoero
stoup hilisidos to public uscgoj; 145 comfort stations have
beon clonnod, ropointoed nnd ropairody 10,000 new woste

baskets have boon installod and 23,100 benches hove beon
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repairods Throo hundred and twonty-itwo tennis ccurts havo
boeon resurfaced; 90,500 treos havo bocn pruncd; 13,500 doad
troes hnvo been ronovodsy 141,800 trcos havo boon sprayeds
192,800 shrubs have beon prunod and tho trees and shrubs in
fortyethroe parks and parkways have boon complotely rohabi-
litateds Ovor 70,000 cubic yards of muck hove boen nined
and sproad as top dressing on lawn arocs. This matoricl
which was boing coverod with ash £ill would havo cost the
City ovor $200,000.00, if it had beon purchosed and not
salvaged from swamp lands. One hundrod thirty-threo thousand
cubic yards of now soil werc purchaoseds 97,000 pounds of
grags soocd have beon usods 400,000 squere fect of sod were
plecedy 14,200 trcosy, 105,000 shrubs nnd 43,000 vines woere
plentced. A& completo progrom of rohabilitating over 284
statuce in tho City hos bhoon undortnkens

Those itoms nreo only a snall part of tho
gonoral houscclenning and rchabilitation of tho cxisting
arcass Now construction projocts includse seven golf coursces,
which will bo conplotod by tho Spring of 1935, and fivo
Oxistiﬁg golf coursos which have beoen modernized. One now
gelf celub housec will be finishod. Thirty-four now play-
grounds, oquipped with comfort stations, play povilions,
wading pools, oand outdoer playground apparatus have beon
addod to the systom in nddition to thoe rchebilitation of
sixty-fivo oxisting plnyground arcese. 4ll thoso playgrounds

have beon landacapéd to provide shades Tho sevon block



rocreoational park at Chrystioc-Forsythe ana two blocks of

tho rocroational park ot Loiv Eiriksson have boon finished
and oponoed this yonr. By noxt Spring, sixty new playgrounds
will have boen oponed. Bryant Park has boon complotely ro=-
builte. Conplete new zoos will be finishod in Conitral Ferk,
Manhatton, Prospect Park in Erooklyn and Barretit Park in
Staten Island. Tho shoopfold»in Centrnl Park has boon con-~
verted into = modorn tavern and Claremont Inn on Rivorsido
Drivo has beon ronovated and oponod ns a popular pricod
rostaurant. Tho lowor reservoir in Contrsl Park is being
rebuilt and oponod to thoe public; tomporary bath houscs have
been installed at Woelfe's Pond in Staton Islande Eight new
swinming pools; conplotely ogquippod with boath houses, filtor
plants and chlorinating unite, are undor construction.
Fourtoon additional pools aro boing dosignod, and work én
then will commonce in the Spring.

If this constructive progran is to go on, tho
suporvision by nggrossivae, qualifiod construction superinton-
dents, ongincors, architocts and landscapo architccts, se~
lgectod for thoeir ability to got work dono and not prinmarily
for thoir nood of rolief, must bo continuod and a roasonable
amount of material, cquipnont, and supplios nust boe furrniszhod.
Without this matorial to work with, nnd without this smnll
group of mon of provon ability, tho wholoc Rulioef program will

rovort in o short tine to tho old racket of raking loaves and

Cormmissioner.

polishing sidewalks.



{(COPY) DEPARTURENT OF PARKS

February 9th, 1934,

Mr. Alfred H. Schosllkopf,

Chairman, Civil Works sdministration
for the State of New York,

124 East 28th Street,

New York City.

Dsar Al:s

I am attaching a memorinduwr preparcd by Mr, Andrews
and Mr, Praeger outlining the procedure followed in ths cm-
ployment of technicnl and construction supsrvisors for C.W.b.
projects of the New York City Department of Parks.

The procedurs followsd in securing these men wos in

sccordance with my direct instruction, rnd I was familior
with every step that was taken,

Very truly yours,

{SIGNED) Robert WMoses

Commigsioner of Parks.
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{COPY ) DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

MEMORANDUM OUTL INING PPQCADCRE FOLLOWED 1IN HT

EMPLOYMENT OF TECHNICAL 4ND CONSTRUCTION SUPER=-

VISORS FOR C.W.A, PROJECTS OF THE HEW YORK CITY
' DEPLRTMENT OF 2LRES.

On Friday evening, January 26th, a conference was held ot the
gtate C.W.fi. headqunrters on C.W.L. work in the New York City parks,
Henry Root Stern presided and wos in communic:tion on ths felephone
‘with £lfred H. Schosllkepf, Chairman of the Stote C.W..L, Others pres-—
ent were Frederick Daniels of the State C.VW.i.; Henry Epstein, Counscl;
Colonel DeLamaicr and Mr. Woolsey of the City C.W.h.; Mr, Langas of the
U.5. Unemployment Serviee ond Mr. Kauffminn of the State Employnent
Service; Colons)l Hommond, Mr. Williams, Mr. Ford and Mr. Jones of the
State C.W.h. staff; Robert Moses, Commissionsr of Parks of the City of
New York; W, Earle indrews and Emil Proeger of the City Park Dopartment,
and others. It was definitely agreed ot this conference that the
Department of Parks of the City should directly employ 500 technical
and construction supervigors nt salarics up to $80.00 psr weck =nd thot,
besause of the emergency, these men would be exempt from the asual rules
of thes Pedaral Re~employment Service.

Pursuant to this agreement, on Snturdry, Jonunry 27ih, Gsneral
Superintendent BEmil Prnsger ~nd Consulting Pork Engineer W, Earls iLndrews,
cenvossed the largsr dbuilding znd gencral construction firms of the city
for liste of supsrintendents, forsmen, expsditers, and constructinn
enginaers who were availabls. 7Thsy slso sscured from the issociated
Gencral Contr-octors, o nationrl trade organization, listis of its member
contractorsg. &41) of thess lists contnined noames of expsrienced super-
vigors who wers recommended by their former employers. Mr. fLndrews and
Mr, Prasger wers aseigstsd in this work by Msssrs. Wood, Quiglsy ond
Dawson, C.VW.i. enginsers working under the supsrvision of ir. Prasger on
s per diem basis; John Madigon, Richard Hylond and feormer Deputy Commis-
sioner of Highways of the Stats of Nzw York, Mojor I. B, 4. Huie, of the
consulting enginecering firm of Madigan and Hyland, who, at our request,
offered their services without pay; wnd several civil sorvice employees
of the engineering staff of the Department of Parks, Mr., Prasger sent
out 1300 telsgrams on Saturday afternoon for all men interssted in sscur-
ing positions as superintendents or foremen to report for psrsenal inter-=
visews on Sunday afternoon, :

On Sunday afterncon, all of the applicants for foremen's positions
were interviewed by Mr. Hyland and Major Hule and graded in accordance
with their experisnce and gualifications. All of the applicants for
super intendents' positions were first interviewed by Msessrs. Quigley,

Wood and Dawson and the civil servics engineers and those who demonstirated
ability which seemed to fit them for the more respongible positions were
interviewed personally by Mr, Prasger. Mr. Madigzn, Mr. Andrews and

Major Crane (Assistant to the Commissionsr) supervised generally the
process of passing thess men through for interviews, Colonel Dslamuter,
the City C.W.A, Administrator, spent at lesst an hour in the office
upon the invitation of Mr. findrews on an inspection of the procedure.

When the work of interviewing all the men was completed at about
gight o'clock in ths evening, a board consisting of Mr. Prueger,
Mr. Madigan, Major Huis and Mr. Andrews as chairman, psrsonclly passed
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upon the selection of the supervisors who were to be employed and
telsgrams were sent out to the superintendents directing them to
report to work on Monday. %The foremcn who were employ.d wers directed
by telegram to report over a periecd of the following thirse days.

The first men reported for interview at 2:00 P, M. on
Sunday snd the task of gelacting the men was completed at 5:00.4.M,
Monday morning. At no tims during the course of the work did a
8ingle contractor appear in the building or 4id an officer or ex-
ecutive of the Gzneral Contractors' Associstion come into the pic-
ture. The negotiations were at all timss betwssn the Dspartment
of Parks and the individusal sceking employment.

(SIGNED) V. Earls Andrews
Congulting Park Engineser

(s19mED) Emil Praeger
General Superintendent
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FEDERAL CIVIL WORKS ADMINISTRATION
OF NEW YORK STATE
NEW YORK OFFICE
79 Madison Ave.

Pebruary &lst,

Colonel Waltser 4. DeLamater,
New York City Civil Works Ldministretion,
111 Eighth Avenue, New York City.

Attention of Mr. Woolsey

My dear Colonel DeLamater:

Pursuant to our conversation of this date, you
are hereby authorigzed to select supervisory, desizning and
professional personnel o the extent of 453 persons from lists
submitted by the National Enginsering Society's Employment
Service, the National Briginesring Society dirsct, the Architect-
ural Leagug, the Gsneral Contractor's Assnciation, or the
Association of Landscape Architects,

Thesc societies will furnish you with a certified
list of gualified unemployed persons who are in ased, and a copy
of these ligts will be also furnished by these orgenizationa to
this Administration, '

This authorization is grantcd as an emergency measure,

in view of the fact that the urgency of continuing and promoting
your projects brings sbout an exigency which muakes it impossible
to draw thess men through the National Re-smployment Ssrvics.

Very truly yours,

{SIGNED} Frederick I. Daniels.

FID:M
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COPY OF MEMORANDINM ON TECHNICLL AND

SUPERVISORY W(RK RELIEF EMPLOYEES OF

DEPLRIMENT OF PARKS WITH NAMES OF IN-
DIVIDULLS OMITTED

July 27, 1934

T0s Walter B, Woolsey .
Adssistant Director Works Division
Departmsent of Public Wslfore

FROM: W, Earle Andrews

I have received a list of forty~cne names of men who
ars non=residents of the City and whom you intend to dismiss bscause of
their non-residaence.

Four of thess men no longer are working for ths Depurti-
ment of Parks becsuse they have resigned or have nlready been dismissed
for one causs or another, 'These men are as follows:

{NLMES, LDDRESSES, BADGE NUMBERS
AND TITLES OF FOUR MEN LISTED.)

-

' The fellowing men hold key positions as sxecutives or

do spscinlizad work, There arse no msn available within the City who can re=-
place eny of thase men, and if thsere were msn available with equal ex=-
perignce and qualific-tions, it would be entirely impractical to replacs

any of these men with new men whom it would take tvo or three months to
become fully acquainted with the work which these men are doing and io
acquire the experience and vilus which these men havs acquired during

their work with this Deportment., These key men cre as follows:

(NAMES, BLDGE NUMBERS, TITLES,

WEEXLY WAGES LND COMPLETE DES~
CRIPTION OF DUTIES OF PWENTY-

SEVEN MEN LISTED, )
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July 27, 1934,

Memorandum %o = Walter B, Woolsey
from - W, Barle hndrews

The following msn altho they sre aot major cxecutives
and do not hold kay positions, nre fully gunlified for the work they
are doing, and the terminction of their ssrvicss would result in grea
loss in either design or construction. Their positions could be filled
by other men with similar gqualifications, but as fzr as we have baen
able to ascertain, such meh are not availsable on the Welfare list in
the clity. If you can furnish us with qualified men from the Welfars
lis%, we con substitubte them for these men at a slight cost in delsy
and confusion:

(NLES, BiTGE NOMBERS, LDIRESSES,
TIYLES, LND VEEKLY WiCES OF TEN
MEN LISTED. )

{Signed)
¥, Barle Andrews
General Supserintendent
WEL s HL
WHL
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“DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
Argenal, Central Park
Tel. Regent 4~1000

Y

FOR RELEASE SUNDAY
Octcber 28, 1934,

The Department of Parks is making a complete sur-
vey of the existing trees on the streets in all the five bor-
oughs of New York. There are over a million street trees in
the City and the Charter provides that the Park Department is
responsible for their care., Each of the former Borough Park
Departments had its own ﬂﬂéa a8 to how this control should be

exercised. Some boroughs allowed individuals to plant trees

it

with n permiiwéélling for Park Department inspection, some
planted trees for individuals for a pominal fec, some nccepted
cash guarantees that the planting would be properly done., No
adequate records were kept and the cxistence of most of the
street trees has never been tabulated. No orderly city wide
system of inspection was maintained. Trees werc pruned and
fallen trees removed only when occupants of adjacent property
complained. The employecs résponsible for the ecnre of the
trees werc called in some instances "Inspectors of Tree Com~ -
plaints",

This lack of uniform policy has unfortun~tely
resulted in selection of proper specics, amateur and improper
planting, placing of trecs in locntions that cannot support
any tree ot all, ~nd a steggering maintenance burden.

- While the survey is not entirely completed, the
information already compiled indicates that uniferm regulaticns
must be estnblished ns soon as possible., The Park Department
announces the following policys

1.  The Department of Parks will plant without

cost to property owners trces nlong boulcvards

and parkweys under its jurdisdiction.

(Continued)
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The necessnry plaﬁting en these beoulevnrds
and parkwnys has been ncglceted and crmnot be
cemploted immedintely. Designs for the planting
are being prepored nnd o program over o perdod
cf severnl yerrs will be cstablishod, The
progrom 18 neccssnrily dependent cn the ~vail-
ebility c¢f funds. If the present werk rolicef
is continued scme of the work will be undertaken
immedin~tely.

Permits for planting by indiviuunnls or orgnn-
izations on ¢ity stroets will be issucd by the
P-rk Deprrtmoent except where coenditicns of soil,
usage, and cther fneters indicnte trecs connot
bo expected tc survive. Permits must be secured
frem the Department before werk is stnrted, ~nd
tae selections of the specics, size ~nd loention
of the tree will be specified. Preprration of
the scil as well as planting must be done ac-
cerding to specifications of the Prrk Depnrtmert.

The cost of the work, except supervisicn,
must be berne cntirely by the individual cor
crgrnizatien requesting the permit. A ten dollar
depesit must be paild for cnch tree ~s A guaran-
tee of the proper performance of the specificn-
tions. This depesit will be returned when the

tree is accepted by the City for maintenance,

CAppliention blanks for the planting cf trees

~re now svailnble and moy b2 obtained either

by applying by mnil or in person to the Depart-

ment of Parks st the following offices:
HANHATTAN: Swiss Cotiege, 79th Strcetl and

West Drive, Central Prrk.

(Cont inued)
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BRONX: Zbrowski Mansion, Claremont Park,

BROOKLYN: Litchfield Mansion, Prospect Park
West and 5th Streat, Prospect Park.

QUEENS ¢ The Overlock, Union Turnpike and
Park Lane, Forest Park, Kew Gardens,
L. T.

RICHMOND: Clove Lokes Park, West Brighton, S.I.

Trees planted by the Park Department on Park Depart-
ment land and by individuals on permit from the Park Depart-
ment will be mrintained by the ¢dity. A systematic program
of pruning, tree surgery where necessary, nand the removal of
dangerous or dead trees will be undertaken this Winter in
ench of the five boroughs of the city, if wcrk relicf funds
~re available.

There has never been o complete, comprchensive over-
hauling of all trees on c¢ity strects. Funds hove never becn
available in sufficient amounts to do this werk and therce has
never been a sufficicent organizeticn to supcervise the highly
technical ferestry force.

Over two thousand complaints arc reccived each month
At the five borough cffices and at the hendquarters of the
Park Department concerning trees that nced attenticn., Every
cffert is made to investigate these complaints and correet
foulty conditicons where thoy exist, but preventive mensures
are required and nct corrective actions. The overhauling will
take twe Winters. Once this is completcd mnd nn orderly sys-
tem for the contrel of future plonting is estnblished, n11 the
trecs in the ¢ity thnt cnn be preperly planted will be mnin-
trined 2t the present cosﬂ of sawing off dead branches, cut-
ting dewn fallen trecs, pruning and spraying thnt is now

being done.

-End-



' rOR TM-EDIATY
DEPARTWENT . OF PARKS . RELEASE
_Argenal, Central Park

Tel. Regent 4-1000. October 25, 1934.

The Department of Parks will omen three more playgrounds on
Sunday, O¢tober Zéth, at 3330 p.m. These playgrounds are
located at Sherifr, Broqmé;and Delanqé§ Streets on the lower
east side in Menhattan, at_Fultég)éz;;et énd Classon Avenue in
Brooklyn, and at Fort Noif4, Sedgwick and.Reservbir_avenues,

in the Bronx.

... ~-The exercises will open with selections by a band, which

are to be followed by a brief address by the Borough Director
of the Department of Parks who will serve as chairmen; call
to the colorsg; rendition of the Star Spangled Bamner; games
and dances by the children of the various playgrounds, aﬁ& the
actual opening of the play afeas.

All three playgrounds have recreation buildings and are
fully equipped with play apparatus for children, and have
space for basketball and handball courts. Each of the new
playgrourds in Monhattan and Brooklyn will have a wading pool
and at Fort No. 4 a large portable showsr wili be provided
for use during the summer senson in the open play space.

The playground at Sheriff, Broome and Delancey Streets
is known as the Guilick Playground. It was'so named in memory
of Dr. Luther Halsey Gulick, one of the founders and the first
President of the Nationel Recreation Association. Dr. Gulick
was also one of the founders of the Public School athletic
League and was instrumentszl in revising instruction in.hygiene
and physical culture in the Public Schools of the City of
New York. He served as Presic .nt of the Campfﬁre Girls
Association, which he alse helped £0 organize.

—-end~,



DEPARTMENT OF FiKS, FOR IMBDIATE RELEASE

Arsenal, Central® Park. Octobel™ @3, 1934. &
Tels, Regent 4-1000

Through the generosity of the National Association of
Audubon Societies the Department of Parks is to receive nearly
100 separate feeding and nesting devices for use in Central Pak .
These special means for attracting bird life range in size from
small suet holders to large “weathervane" grain feeders. The
nesting boxes will be designed to accommodsate beneficial species
of wild birds now resident in the park, and alsc other birds that
formerly nested there and may return as residents as a result of
these efforts.

This equipment will be placed in the three sanctuary areas
maintained in Central Park by the Park Department. It is appro~
priate that the Audubon Association make this donation, inasmuch as
it was the original interest aroused by this organization that laid
the ground work for the present sanctuary developments. Food- |
bearing plants are being set out by the department, and the addi-
tion of nesting boxes =nd feeding trays will still further enhance
the value of the park sanctuaries to the birds, and, thereby, to
the public in general. |



Octo. 17, 1934.

/3y

Memo: To Mr.Jobn Downing,
Supervisor of Recreation Brooklyn

We have been advised by the Music Division
111 8th Avenue, that there will be a Dance Orchestra
assigned on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:30 P.M. at the
Picnic House, Progpect Park, commencing Tuesday, the
23rd of October.

This dancing is to continue throughout the
Fall and Winter season. '

James V. Mulholland
Director of Recreation.

Per May Peters.
Copy to Mr. Gross - Boro Engineer

Copy to Mr. Nelson
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DBPARTMENT OF PARKS
Arsenal, Central Park

October 8, 1934.

- Mr.Andrews directed that the following statement
should be telephoned to all of the Queens dailies as well as to the
new York papers carrying & Queens section:

THE DEPARTMENT COF PARKS ANNOUNCES THAT AFTER FURTHER
CONSIDERATION IT HAS BEEN DECIDED NOT TO CONSTRUCT A
SWIMMING POOL IN ST. ALBANS MEMORIAL PARK. A NEW LOCATION
FOR THIS SWIMMING P{OL IS NOW RECEIVING THE ATTENTION OF
THE DEPARTMENT .

THIS WAS DONE.
L. RAY NELSON



. | o ,/.57

FOR RELEASE
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS Thursday,QOctober 11,
Arsenal, Central Park 1934.
Regent 4-~1000. '

Creatore and his band will play the final
outdoor concert of the season at Forest Park, Queens, on
Saturday (October 13) evening at 8:30 P.M., in the Music
Grove at Woodhaven Boulevard and Main Drive, Richmond Hill.

The program has been chesen by popular reqﬁest,
and among the selections are many favorite numbers by Victor
Herbert,

The Department of Parkse estimates that 75,000
people have a-tended the concerts given under its auspices

during the summer.

THIS WAS RELEASED TO THE QUEENS PAPERS * 10/10/34



"' ‘!!EEIMMEDIATE RELEASE
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS - OCTOBER 8, 1934.
Arsenal, Central Park
Tal. Regent 4~-100Q.

The Department of Parks announces that the
opening date of the Flushing Memorial Playground, located at
149th Street and 25th Avenue, Queens, has been advanced from
October 20th to November 9th.

T

/34
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DEPARTMERT OF PARKS FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Arsenal, Central Park October 19, 1934.
Tel. Regent 4-1000

| On Saturday, October 20th, at 4 p.m., the
Department of Parks will hold a brief ceremony in
connection with the unveiling of the bronze statue
of Dr. J. Marion Sims by Ferdinand Von Miller at
its new location in Central Park, facing Fifth Ave-
nue at 103rd Street.

Dr. Bernard Sachs will pay tribute to
Dr. Sims for the Academy of Medecine, Dr. John H.
Finley for.the citizens of New York and Dr. George
Gray Jard for the %oman's Hospital.
This statue of Dr. Sims formerly stood

in Bryant Park and was removed by former administra-

tions and placed in storage.

-Bnd-



DeFARTLENT CF PARES FOR TMiL.EDTATE RELEASE

AxSERAL, CENTRAL PARK - OCTCBER 18, 1934,
Regent, 4-1000, : :

The Park Department announces the opening
of twe playgrounds on Friday, October 19th. One of these
vlaygrounds is in the Borough of Brooklyn at Park Avenue
and Taaffe Place and includes a general girls' play field
a boys! play field, a wading pool, basketball court, and

an area for outdoor playzrcund apparatus. Handball courts

are also provided for boys. & brick recreation building

with toilet facilities and indoor playrooms is being con-
structed.

The playground in Manhattan is located at
Cherry, Monrce and Gouveneur Streetss & general play
field, two handball courts, outdoor gymnasium equipment
and a wading pool have been completed. 4 recreation
building with comfort station. is also being provided. The
opening of these two playgrounds merk thirty-two opened
by the Park Department in a period of less than three
months,

On Friday, October 26th the playgrounds at
Sheriff, Broome snd Delancey Streets, kanhattan, Fulton
Street and Classon Avenue, Brooklyn, and old Fort No. 4
in the Bronx will be opened to the public,

On November 9th the Dreier Offerman
Playground, at Bay 46th Street and Cropsey Avenue in
Brooklyn and the Flushing Memorial Playground at 149th
Street and Bayside Avenue in Queens will be completed and
cpened to the public.

- o e O
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DEPARTHMENT OF PEKS ABELEASE
Arsenal, Centr ark Friday, ©ctober 12, 1934.
Tel, Regent 4-~1000 :

33 i
’ r

The Recreation Division of the Department of Parks
has arranged a harvest festival which is to be presented on
the kall in Central Park, iwnday evening (October 15th) at
3 F.li. The nearest entrance to the kall is 72nd Street ard
Fifth Avemue. This is the first time that the Department of
Parks has planned é large outdoor festivai of this character.

A typical harvest scene will be depicted, with all
of the bounity associated with the harvest season on display;
Lutumn leaves and cornstalks will form a setting for the folk
dances of many lands which are to be given by the playground
directors and Folk Council Dancers. A chorus of forty trained
singers, Pfepresenting the gleaners, will be furnished by the
busic Division of the Department of fublic Welfare. They will
sing the harves£ songs of various nations. Dence and incident-
2l music will be played by a thirty-five piece orchestra, direct-
ed by Gerado Iasilli.

The following organizations are cooperating with
the Department of Parks in giving the festival:

The Bnglish Folk Dance Society

The Folk Festival Council Groups

Ukrainian Dancers Club

Bondeungdomslaget

Svenska Folkdans Ringen

¥ugic Division, Depertment of Public Welre

National Recreation Association

The program of the evening is as follows:

Qverture

Prologue Proserpine and the Earth Spirits
Sun and Rain

{Continued)

0



Page 2.

Scene I

Scene 1II
Scene III

Scene IV

Scene V

Scene V1
Scene VII

Scene VIII

Scene IX

Scene X

FINALE

Progssional - "Come You Thankfa People Come"-
_ Chorus
The Goddess of Harvest and the Gleaners

Indian Episode - The Indian Harvest - Chorus
Wiake, Wake, Arise"

The HJolland Episode - "wWhen It's Raining" - Chorus
Dutch Dance

English Episode -~ "Lavenders Blue" - Chorus

The korris Dancers —ceme—we—e- Director: liss llay Gadd
Processional liorris Dance
Tideswell Derbyshire

Blue~eyed Stranger Oxfordshire
Country Dances

iorpeth Rant  Northumberland
The 0ld kole 17th Century
Sword Dance
Winlaton Durham
Countrvy uvance

The Durham Reel Durham

" Ukainian Episode -~ "The darvest Song" - Chorus

Ukrainian Dancers «---=e=--- Director: MNr.ldichael
Kolomeyka Herman
donyvester
Hrechanyky

Kolomeyka Forward

Italian Episode - "Song of the leapers" -~ Chorus
Tarantella

Swenish Episode - "The Bull and the Cowboy"-Chorus
Spanish Dancers : i S o0 g

Norwegian Episode - “Fetch the Water! - Chorus

Korwegian Dencers ¢ - . Director: Aasmund Goytil
0. Tvr One =
Haugebonden
Figaro
AMminelander
Swedish Episode - “"Reap the Flax" - Chorus
Swedish Dancerg~--«vcewe-- Director Mr. J. Nelson
Dal Dance
Vastoga
Skralat

Oxen Dance

New England Episode -~ "Corn Shucking Song' -Chorus
Country Dancers - Virginia Reel - Southern Group

Recessional - "Thanksgiving Hymn'" with Descant
In the event of rain the festival will be held at

the Recreation Building in kacombs Dam Park, 165th Street and

Jerome Avemie, the Bronx.

~End-
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DEPARTVENT OF'PARKS FOR RELEASHE

Arsenal, Central Park Wednesday, October 10, 1934.
Tel. Regent 4-1000

/%Y

The Department of Parks has completed a survey of.
all the signs and commercial advertising devices adjacent to
parks and parkways in the City of New York and has met with
the !'etropeolitan Advertising Assoclation as a first step to
2liminate as many as possible. A comnittee of three repre-
senting the Association is working on the survey with engin-
eers and zoning experts of the Park Department.

The Park Department survey describes 15,000 signg
adjacent to City parks and parkways. Fifteen technical em-
ployees trained for the work compiled the report in three
months. The tabulation is in twelve typewritten volumes of
over 3,000 pages. MMaps have been drawn showing the location
of ecach sign and photographs and sketches show the detailed

description of each advertising device.

The part of the report submitted to the members of

the Metropolitan Advertising Association covers only signs

maintained by commercial advertising companies in the five

boroughs of the City and describes 1,200 signhs owned by 40
different companies. Of these 1,200, the Park Department

considers that 601 are a real detriment to the appearance of

the park areas and should be removed. The purpose of the Com-

mittee is to work with the Department in formulating a plan

and schedule to get rid of these particular 301 signs request-

ed to be removed.
There arc over 14,000 other signs erected by al-
most as many individuals. They range from huge elaborate

illuminated devices to hand-bills plastered on fences. They

advertise liver pills and cod-liver oil, pasteurized milk end

(Continued)
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beer gardens, saddle horses and automobile tires, beauty par-

Page <.

lors and tomb-stones and barbers for both men and dogs.
fhey call attention to everything from a package of chewing
gun to an estate in the country.

Thousands of the signs have been erected and
evidently forgotten. Painted lettering on buildings is half
obliterated by the weather, tin plates supported by rotten
wood frames are falling apart from neglebt and many cheap
devices are never repaired when partially ripped away in a
storm.

The Park Department is not attempting to rid the
City of outdoor advertising signs. It is undertaking to clean
up as far as possible the unsightly nuisances next to parks.
Thousands of men have been working to clean up the long neg-
lected areas within the park boundaries and the residential
areas next to parks and parkways should be as attractive as
possible to permit the fullest enjbyment of the recreational
area. Advertising signs do not belong in residential dis-
tricts. They exist there because of past indifference and
neglect. These former migtakeg cannot be corrected overnight,
but an orderly program has been worked out and it will be
follewed. DNo single enthusiastic drive can be effective; the
problem calls for sustained effort and cooperation on the
part of the responsible sign board companies. This coopera-
‘tion we are assured of.

The Park Department is cleaning its own house
first. Many of the directionzl and information signs in the
park system have been either unnecessary or improperly de-
signed. A standard of design has been adopted for park and
parkway signs reducing the number and sizes to the minimum
required for safety and necessary public information.

~End-



DEPARTMENT g PARKS | & IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Arsenal, Central Park October 8, 1934

Tel., Regent 4-1000

The Department of Parks will hold a handicraft
exhibit of articles made by children who attended the park
playgrounds,on Tuesday (October 9, 1934) from 10 A.M. to
9 P.M. at McComb's Recreation Building, McComb's Dam Park,
Bronx, New York. |

The exhibition includes samples of soap carvings,
basket making, wood carvings, as well as paintings, drawings,
and sewing, and also a modeﬂllof a emall airpowt. The arti-
¢cles comprising this exhibit also will be on display at the
Hotel Commodore during the Recreation Conferenae, October 16
and 17th.

«~End-



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
s¥ml, Central Park October 5, 1834 -

Tel. Regent 4-1000 /

The Department of Parke announces that the Harvest

Foat.ivai at Thomas Jefferson Park, located between East 1ll4th
Street end Fleasant Avenue, New York City, which was poatponed
owing to inclement weather, will be held on Saturday, Oct. &th
at 13130 p.u. |

Thia is one of the areas which wes planted by ¢hil-
dren under the direction and supervision of the School Farm,

" which i8 one of the activ¥ities of the Division of Recreation

of the Deparir~ent of Parks.

A brief program by the children of the playground
consisting of a salute to the flag, recitations, dances, a
little sketeh and musical selections will precede the harvesi-
ing of the crops, which include beets, carrots, celery, lettuce
and other vegetables.

-M-
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DiP RIUEND OF P/RKS . 7
Arsenel, Central iark FOR IIRGDIATE RELEASE
October 8, 1934

The De?aftmnt of Perks ennounces the opening of three mew playgrounds
for children st noon on Columbus Day, Friday, October 12th. Thess ajditions: to
the City Park systen mark thirty modern, completaly equipped recreational plents
opened to the public by the Department of Parks during e period of lees then
three montha,

The pleyground in Columbus Paric at Baxter, lulberry, Bayard and Park
Streets, on the lower Zast Side, in the Borough of Menhattan will be dediested
by layor LeGuardis. This old park with its fine dig trees formmerly included a
amll play area, which was in reality only a broken surfaced area containing
poorly arranged rusted swinge end slidea, It has been replanned $o double the
size of the play area and provide an corderly arranted resting plsce for adults
at the port: end. The playsround section which occoupies two-thirds of the park
area includes - large wad‘ing pool, outdoor apparatus, snd & large game field.

A recreatiomal bullding will also be provided in the future,

The dedisation of $his park will be marked by the unvelling of =
statue o Christopher Columbus in the section of the park baeck of the New
York County Courthouss. This staiue of white marble was carved by '4ss oy
Stebbine in Rome in 1867 and wes presented to the City of Naw. York in 1869,

The circumstances surrounding the unsarthin: of the statue are interssting.

Mr, John Bermell of Syracuse called attention to the existence of this
statue in e letter to the Department of Parks on lMarch 3rd of this yeer., He
asked for s photo-raph of the statue in its existing looamtion. The statue
sould not be found in any City park. A search uncovered this exceptional plece
of sculpture in a erate in the 79th Street storsse yerds. A fluted clreular
pedeatal of white limestone has been desisned and erccted by the Park Department.

Leediny Italian societies will partieipute in the exercims as a part of
thelr annual Columbus Day observances. i pageant includiny orgeanized games and
dances by the childrer of the neizhborhood playgroundis will form & part of the
opening ceranonlas,

Two additionnl play areas will be udded $o the Lelv Jiriksson FPark i the
Borouzh of Brooklyn, between 66th =nd 67%h Streets snd 4%h und 6th Avenuea., These
playzrounds double the existina area in this nar: available for play.

A new pleyzround for small children will be opened at Corona Avenus and
102nd Street in the Forough of (ueens, The area includes a recrestional building in

cutdoor ploy anverstne. A unique feature of this playground is its oval, concrete
surfaced roller skating rink around the play field.

At the conclusion of ther ceremonies at Columbus Park, Mayor lLaGuardis eand

Park Commisgioner Moses will make an inspection tour of these two playgrounds in
Brookliyn end Queens.



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS - FOR IMMEDIATE ReELIASE
ARSZNAL, CENTRAL PARK October 4, 1934.
REGaNT 4-1000

The Department of Parks announced today
that the position of Assiétant to the Commilissioner,
formerly held by Mejor Theodore Crane, is io be filled
by the promotion of George E. Spargo of the Departmentts
Engineefipg Staff. This exempt position in the Park
Department is being filled by promoting Mr. Spargo
from his position in the competitive class of the
Municipal Civil Service.

The reorganization of the five former borough
Park Departments into the consolidated Department of
Parks on January 19th of this year eliminated 22 exempt
positions, replacing these positions with one commissicner
and only five exempt staff members. With the appointment
of Mr. Spargo all five of these jobs are now filled by
employees drawn directly from the competitive classifi-

cations of either the New York State or City Civil Service.

—ehd=-
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DEPARTIENT OF PARKS FOR RELEASE

Arsenal, Central Park . Friday, October &, 1934
Tel, Regent 4-1000

The Department of Parks announced that
the playground at Houston and Essex Streets on the
lower east side of Hanhatten will be opened today.
This playground is similar in design to the Var
lemorials and model playgrounds that have previous-
ly been opened. It includes a field house and

outdoor playcround equipment.

-BEnd-
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DEPARTHENT CF PARKS FCR IMMEDIATE IELEASE

Arsenal, Central Fark October 4, 1934
Tel. Regent 4-1000

Contractor for the section of the West Side
Express Highway through Riverside Park, between 72nd
Street and 72th Street has started driving piles for
the foundations of the retaining walls to support the
paved roadway over the tracks of the Few York Central
Railroad. Concrete has already been poured for part
of the foundations, in the sectioh not requiring pile
foundations. Two steam shovels are working at grading
portions hetween the railroad tracks and the river.

The work now under contract provides for
the completion of the walls on each side of the rail-
road tracks. The specifications reqguire its comple-
tion within two months. The contractor is on schedule
and will complete the Jjob within the required time.

At the time of the completion, contracts

will be let for the construction of the roadway itself.

s
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DEPARTIENT OF PARKS FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Arsenal, Central Park October 3, 1934
Tel. Regent 4-1000

The Department of Parks announces that
instructions in the use of the new tree moving ap-
paratus, mounted on a 3-ton truck, will be given
to employees of the Department of Parks by thé
makers of this equipment on Thufsday (October 4th)
morning at 10 a.m., at which time a tree will be
moved from the Kissena Park Golf Course, Rueens,
to the Sixth Avenue and Houston Street Playground,
Manhattan. Two of these units have been purchased

by the Department of Parks.

~Eng-



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Arsenal, Central Park October 1, 1934
Tel, Regent 4-1000 :

Pursuant to the order of the Department of
Parks, the yacht clubs at Pelham Bay Park have ceased
to function as clubs today. Sale and demolition of the
structures will be withheld pending the decision of the

court in the case instituted by the Morris Yacht Club.

Permission has been given for the continua-
tion of the use of the lockers for the storage of fish-
ing tackle, yachting eQuipment, etc. until such time as
storage facilities are furnished by the Department of
Parks. The Department of Parks is establishing a cen-
tral storage yard for the yachts formerly housed by the
five yacht clubs. |

-End~
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FOR RELEASE l&ONDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1934.

THE CITY OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF PARK®
ARSENAL
CENTRAL PARK

After an inspection trip on Welfare Island by
Mayor LaGuardis and the Commiseioners of Correction, Hospitals,
Welfare and Parks, the Park Department is requesting release
to 1t of 35 acres of land in the center of Welfare Island,
‘which will be abandoned early next year when the penitentiary
and other correctional institutions move from Welfare Island to
their new quarters on Riker's Island.

The attached letter to Commissioner MacCormick
indicates the scope of the plan. A map is also attached

indicating the area in question.

ROBERT MOSES

Commisslioner.



THE CITY OF NEW YOrRK
DEPARIMERT OF PARKS
ARSENAL

CENTRAL PARX

September 28, 1934

Hon. Austin H. MacCormick,
Commissioner of Correction,
Municipal Building,

New York City.

Desr (Qommissionex:

Following our inspection trip with Mayor LaGuardia
yesterday on Welfare Island and the discussion of the impending re-
moval of the correctional institutions from that Island, I am
writing officially to ask you to surrender t0 the Commissioners of
the S8inking Fund, as of February 15 next, the area now occupied by
the penitentiary and other buildings, known as Lot 10, Block 1373,
congisting of 35.810 acres, such lot to be abandoned by you as no
longer needed for the purposes of your department and required by
the Park Department for park and recreation purposes.

It is essential that action be taken by the
Commiseioners of the Sinking Fund promptily on this subject so that
the Park Department may make engineering surveys and plans for the
use of this area next spring, so that arrangemenis may be made for
access by ferry, and so that the necessary program can be worked out
for the use of relief workers and relief material and equipment, the
tearing down of buildinge, storage of material, use of stone on
other park projects, etc.

As indicated to you, we plan to use these 35 acres
for intensive play to make up for the lack of space for such play
on Manhattan Island and to a lesser extent, the adjacent section of
Queens. There is a great shortage of space for baseball, foothall,
hockey, handball, basketball, track athletics, field sportes and
other active sports., There is no possibility of obtaining this
needed space on Manbhattan Island. Thirty-five acres on Manhattan
Tsland would cost a staggering sum. Thbey will be available at no
cost on Welfare Island when you move out.

Very truly yours,
Es R
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/ DEPARTMENT OF N @ zoiniss
' Arsengl, Central Park Sunday, Sept.30, 1934

Tel. Regent 4-~1000
d?
//a{ 45%

Seeding has been started by the Department of Parks
of the remodeled Pelham Bay Golf Course to permit the building
of an additional 18-hole course, The club house will be loca-
ted at the corner of Shore Road and Split Rock Road to serve
both courses, The first and tenth tees and the ninth and |
eighteenth greens are under one central control. This arrange-
ment makes it possible to direct sarly morning play so that
a larger number of golfers can start at the same time, as there
will be four starting places adjacent to the club house,

The courses have been designed by the Departmeﬁt of
Parks. The yardage for the separate four nine hole courses
which constitute this thirty-six hole layout, will vary from
3,000 %o 3,300 yards each. 1In combination, both nines at the
Split Roeck Course will measure better than 6,600 yards from
the back of the tees, and 6,200 yards from the front of the
tees, The Pelham Course from the back of the tees will play
less than 6,500 yards, and approximately 6,100 yards from the
front, With these lengths of holes, and with this design of
fairways and greens, there will be provided all types and all
kinds of play. In addition to two eighteen hole courses, there
will be a larger practice fairway and practice putting green
within easy access., Spacious parking areas will be provided
adjacent to bofh courses, Provision has also been made for a
caddy house,

A Golf Club House has been designed by the Archi-
tectural Division of thé Department of Parks and is a contem-

porary interpretation of the Greek Revival. The entire

(Continued)
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exXterior is of whitewashed brick with white columns and lintels,
The cornices throughout are of wood painted white surmounted
%ith cast iron railings, Green shutters and a base course of
bluestone give a strikinz contrast to the white gensral schene,
while two bands of bluestone appear on the top of the gray
chimneys. The terrace before the portico will be provided
with gzaily colored tables, chairs and settees. a4 broad flight
of stone steps lecads from the terrace to the great lawn. The
retaining wall of the terrace is rubblestone with a low para-
pet wall on which people can lounge while waiting to tee off,

The c¢ircular lobby is about tuwenty-five feet in
diameter, wainscotted with Virginia Serpentine Marble, with
white stucco walls and contrasting blucstone trim. FHere is
located the control desk in charge of an attendant, where
pilayers may present their credentials, register and receive
an assignment. The lobby also gives access to the golf store,
the Pro's Shop, and the cafeteria which is served by a modern
kitechen.

The locker rcoms in connecting wings, with access
from the end of the club room, are provided with wash rooms
and showers, There is also a ladies' rest room between the
locker room and the c¢lub room,

along the sntire length of the club rocm, as it
faces the golf course, is a two-story portico fourteen feet
wide and carried by six large square columns.

A part of the second story contains office space.
Tz basement is devoted to one of the locker rooms for msn
and to mechanical equipment, including an oil burner heating
plant,

Excavation work for the ¢lub house is now under
way. All labor and materials for the whole project will be

paid for from "ork Relief Funds,

~FEnd-
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THE crrt% NEW YORK

PARK CONCERTS -- SEASON OF 1934

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

) Central Park Mall

SUNDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 30th, 1934
At 8:30 P. M.

NEW YORK STATE SYMPHONIC BAND
GIUSEPPE CREATORE, Conductor

Soloist
LoLa MonTi-GorseEY, Soprano

ALL VICTOR HERBERT PROGRAM

PROGRAM
I. March-—‘Baltimore Centennial”
2. Selection from “Wonderland”
3. Badinage
4. Gems of Victor Herbert~Compiled and Arranged by Creatore
Including : Babes in Toyland
The Red Mill
The Serenade
Naughty Marieita
Mile. Modiste
The Fortune Teller

INTERMISSION
5. Panamericana

6. A Kiss in the Dark
Lora MonTi-Gorsey

7. American Fantasy
This concert is presented by the City of New York and is
sponsored by the Division of Recreation, Department of Parks.

G. A, BaLmna, Director of Concert Division
GeorGE CraNDaLL, Assistant Director

DO YOU ENJOY THE MUSIC?

If so, please help us care for the parks, They are for the pleasure of the Pablic. To
reserve their beauty and us~*ulness certain rules have been mads.

DOb?’T throw this program or ¢ Jer papers on the ground.

DON'T destsoy the plants or skrubs or pick the flowers.

DON'T climb on fences or walls, .

DON'T walk on lawns marked with ‘keep-off” signs, | . . .

Kindly reirain from tailking and making unnecessary noise while the band is playing.

The Park Department counts upon your co-operation,

i 47> 31A-2076-34(H)
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS FCOR IIIEBDILTE RELEASE
Arsenal, Central Park September 28, 1934
Tel, Regent 4-1000

The Park Department announces that a concert
gonsisting exclusively of sclections by Victor Herbert
7ill be given Sunday evening (Septéﬁber 30th) at 8:30
p.m, on the Mall in Central Park by the Wew York State
Symphonic Band, one of the units of the Concert Divi-
sion of the City of New York; conductcecd by Giuseppe

Creatore,

This concert was arranged to meet the many

requests for an ill Victor Eerbert progran.

=End-

(Program is attached)



LPARTIUENT CF PARKS FPOR TiITEDIALTE RELEASE
Arsenal, Central Park September 28, 1934
Tel, Regent 4«1000 o

The Departmnent of Farks announces that a Harvest
Festival will be held at Thomas Jefferson Park, located
betveen Bast ll4th Street and Pleasant Avenue, on Satur-

day, September 29th, starting at 1:30 p.m,

This is one of the areas which was planted by
children under the direction and supervision of the School
Farm, which is one of the activities of the Division of

Recrcation of the Department of Farks.

A brief program by the c¢hildren of the play-
ground consisting of a salute to the flag, rccitations,
danccs, a little sketch and musical selections will pre-
cede the harvesting of the crops, which include beets,

carrots, celery, lettuce and other vegetables.

~End-
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DE?:RTIMENT OF PARKS FOR OTEDILTE RELLASE
iarsenal, Central Park September 28, 1934
Tel. Regont 4-100C

The Departrnient of Farks announccd today that
the Clarcmont Restaurant would be closcd on llonday,
October 1lst, in order to install a heating system ade-
guate for the Tintcer months and for minor alterations
to provide an encloscd space for patrons of the restau-

rant to enjoy the up-river vicw,

It is expcceted that the Claromont Rostaurant -

7ill reopen during the month of December.

~End-
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DEPARTMENT OF PAE!!’ | 4 |
Arsenal, Central Park . FOR TMMEDIATE RELEASE
Tel. Regent 4-1000 - - September 18, 1934

The Departmpnt'of Parks announces that with the opening

of the new Zoo in Central Park, only perfect and healthy animals

will be placed on exhibit and this policy will obtain at all other

- 20oos under its jurisdiction. This is. in striking'contrést with the

pelicies of former ﬁdministrations which permitted the acceptﬁndé-
and exhibit of specimens which were umhealthy, deformed or imperfect. -
In the future bnly young, heélthy, active, and, whefq possible, paired
specimens will be exhibited, | |

A complete and accurate history of all future specimens

will be kept instead of the *"hit-or-miss™ method of the past which .

_felied_principglly upon memory and guess work for informetion re~
gaiding the spscimens on display in the Park Départment Zooa;

Certain animals will be moved into their new qugrte:s,
ﬁhich are nearing completion, in the Central Park Zoo, this Saturday.
In the msanﬁime the enimals which are unsuited, either because of
old age, disease or defofmitiea, for exhibition purposes willlbe'
destroyed. |

| Certain other specimens are to be offered for sale, viz:

."Aekbar“ - 4 year old male lion.

“Bluffg - male Leopard - approximately 11 years 0ld.

Buli Buffalo - 12 years old. |

Male Zebra.

T EE "



DEPART .ENT OF PARKS . ‘ "FOR IMYEDIAT. RULTAST
Arsenal, Csntral Park Senterber 12, 1934,
Tel: Hegent 4-=1000,

-

The Departrment of Pariks will formally open the play area bounded by
Chrystie, Forsyth, Csnal and Houston Streets on Friday afternoon (Septerber 14th)
at three o'clock. This area will he naved Roosevelt Park in honor of 3ara Delano
doosevelt, the rother of the President.

iayor Fiorelle H. LeGuardis will deliver the principsl sddress at the
dedication ceremonies, '

The prograr will open with an intraduetion and welecors of Commissioner
Hobert ioses by Harry H. Schlacht in behalf of the neighboring ecormunity. Commise
sioner loses will then acknowledge the introduction and act as cheirman, 1r. Alfred
Ho t3choellkopf, Chairmen of the Temporary bmergency Gelief idministration, will
speak after Commissioner foses, and will be followed by william lbbdson, Conmissloner
of Fublie elfare.

Yayor laGuardis will then be introduced by Commia:ioner ioses and will
deliver his dedicetory address,

4 flourish will next be sounded by the Park Department Orchestra, fol-
lowed by a cannon selute =t Canal Streei, = call to eolors, the raising of the im-
erican Flag and the playing of The star Spsngled Banner. 7he National Anthem will
be sung by the children in all of the playgmund blooks, After the rendition of
the national anthem, salutes will be sgain sounded and the children in =ll blocks
with the excention of Bloek No. 1 (Houston Street) will be glven acecess to the
play epparatus. 4t Bloek No. 1 the exerclses will be delayed sufficiently to per
wit Cayor LaGuardia, Commissioner lioses end the other speskers to lenve the stand
and inspect the playground area. The official party will then inspect ths faelll-
ties of the other bloeka.

The area of wosevelt Fark has an interesting history., Once the sec-
tion wes occupled axclualvely by well-to-do citizens whe later moved uptown and
made way for the erowded old law tenerents, The area was eventuzlly scguired by
the city by condemmmtion st & cost of 4,500,000, Varicus plans were advanced
for its uae, chiefly low cost housing developments, but the site itself was un-
suited for the purpoee and this together with the inability to bring the rentals
within the moans of those living in the area resulted in the abandonment of these
housing programs,

The site lends itsslf admirably for use as z playground. No other
development of the property could have served this crowded community so well.

Anosevelt Fark contains 21l types of pley appareitns, wading pools
and recreation buildings, Five of the seven blocks will be opened on Friday and
the entire area will be commlsted vefore the coming winter,

iusical selections will be rendsred by the Iark Departmeant Urchestra.

The dedication program will be broadeast by the National Broadeaste
ing Company*s New York 3tate hook-up, the American adlo Syatem with fourteen
stations between Fortland, iaine and “ichmond, Virzinia, as well as by Statlons
WNYG, 40V and “NEW, A public address systan will be installied to facilitate the
tranmmission of the exercises within the aren,

-End%
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Public to be somplotely excluded

Pplice Detail will be on &y as 81D A.l!.

Fioal ghedup by complete skaff s follows: ;
Jeunings, Orane, Wool, J. R, Field, Bigsins, ' .

- 141jebesk, Kamy, Walsh, Sorsce, Melean, Stout

aud Eoyer., Heaslip mpd E. A Fleld will de at
Brysnt Fark with ir. Sweeny.

The following assignments bavs bear made at Boosevslt Puark:

Ic¢harge of Blaek #1, pricr $o sryivel of staff »
Je V. Julholland, zsaisted by ¥. Moyer.
Bryept Park sarlisr with e, Sweeny).
Ushers at foot of ramp - J. H, Fleld.
Usbiors west aide ~ Frani Soreee.
Unhors eust side -~ lioyer,
mpic - Frank Higgins.
Playgrourd aovivities in Bloek ﬂ = ilholland and iHine MeKenns.
Coloy garsmony- Captain Stout.
Ordnanes - I, MoLemn.
Geperal Park Peorcome) - Heaglip, ¥algh.
folics arvengements - M jor Crans and Iaspestor Bannon
Inspeetor Plern¢ will ba {n oharge of pellge,

Almipaion of publie tu park.

- Pablie will De kept i1 upper levels snd axaiuded Crom playground

ares by park pevsonnel.
dusiosl pivgran by duand ms follows:

“Souse's Mareh"
"Italian Mareh"
"Jowieh Mardh™

Puring Raying of first selections, eshool ohildren will mareh imse
playgrounds, mwmg wyen #ot aside for thes, _

G $he arrival of the Neyor, and tho offieirml pavrty, the band wd.u
siop whatever sslestion it ls plmying and zix trumpsters will play
a Tanfure direstly followed By “Hail to the Chief.” _

‘One lundred and twanty seata, whish repressnt six hnju of t» grand

sband, are to be reserved for the spevial guseis, and of these seats
s nuober shell Yo set anile f3r the offieial parly coming from Rryant
Perk, ir. Swesmny will asgsersain tiis mamber before ha leaves Erxyant
Park. The six bays will bs in the cenber of the granistend and azief
ushers on Mth sides are to be wall ixstrugted in keeping them free
for the spesial guests., 4 cheslsr will coun$ all guests arriving ab -

| Huisbon Street entranse.
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2489 P, M,

'5306 P,

5180 %o
_ 3101 to
3:05l£o
5513 to
8314 to
3117 to
518 to
J121 to
53183 to
_ 8:56 P,

.

3301

3:04 _

3515

S:14
8117
5318
5121

S22

&880

1S

The stands seat 480 people,

12 1% sppears tbat there will be sr e aitendanke than
seating arrengements lave been provided for, the balanse
of the folding units, which will hare been placed en tw
trucks = 50 on each « will be placed on either side of the
upper level, facing ine The trucks will stand by Chrystiee
Por aythe at 12:00 ncon, manmed with sufficieat properly uniw
formed personnsl to unlesd them, and place the sests in caADe

- of emsrEeny. .

Oomhuion of band pregm.

~ Prelimsry radio anncuncement, NBEC, WMCOA and WNIC wiil puﬂ.«-

cipate, The latter will commence at 2345 and sonclude at -

334D,

Professional broadeasting to get program on alre
Intredustion of Robert Meses by Harry H. Schlaoht,

Eobert Mo on,

Introdustion of Alfred Sehoellkepf by Bobert Koses,

Alfred Schoellkepf,

Introd wtion of Commissioner Willism Hodson by Zoberd Moses.
Comniesioner Hodsone

Introduction of the Mayor of the Uity of New York by Hebert Moses,

Mayor of the City of New York,

Conelusion of Broadsast,

At the introdwtion of Mayor Laluardia, and ae he rises to
spesk, the six Aida Trumpeters will take position on both

: sider of the stand facing north,

The signal~asn will taks position at northwest comer of
speaker's stand, facing north,

At conclusien of Mayor's spoech, the eoix Lida Tmupctu!
right-about~fage and play s fanfarn. _

Signal-man marchee to point ten pabes narth of stand, adout~
faces snd inmediately semaphores signal-man on roof of -
resreation building., The latter signal-mmn {mmediately drops _
sigual flsg making a signal for ssluting pieces to De fired, one
shot each, in rapid suocession, {If either shot amisfires, de
a0t attenpt relending.) _ _

- Following salute by Ordinanu. ths slx trunpetere pzay call to
colea s
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-&ll face fiags Children about~face, facing flag., 7lag is

ran up by color guard,
As flag resches peak and eall io colors is oommd,:the

| tmuplhrs rejoin band during ten setomd interval,

Lll m;. st conclusion of call ‘o color:. give risht-hand
salute,

At conclusien of two second interval, sugmented by the six
Alds Trumpeters playimg the National Anthem, all hanis maintain

right=hand saluke bc:h__nu_ first hars and cencluxion.

Ohildren fn el blosks will sing the Star Spangled Bamer under
1iedership of playgromd supervisors,

The conclusion of the National Anthem will de marked by ths
gpening of the playground apparatns to the children, who have
already assembled in all cther blecks exsept #1, Childrea
will also Ve adeitted at the entrance tc all dlooks, mopt
No. 1& :

Follewing Kationa) hthcn, with band lna.ing,the chiléren
in Bloek 1 will face in and sing "Americs The Beautiful”,

In Block #1 ad abowk

The pxmm sxerci ses will be put on. This prograr will last
for about 20 minuten,

Yhen the lMayor, Uommissioner and immediste party leave the

. mtand, Tollowing the completion of a mumber, a pauss in the

damre program miffieimily long tc permit the eseort of 4l

- tingaished guests from the upper level t9o the playground arss

will »e inssrted,

. When they Join the Mayer md his party, the emiro growp 1111

_4:00 Pa ll.

53100 P. M,

procesd on foot to inspect Blocks 2, 5, 4 and .
Conclusion of exercisses,

Children from the growmp sssembled in Bloek 1 will de pomittod
on the apparatus, R

Dismiosal of all rcsnhrly ssoigned smployess,

¥eeting of staff Mbun at playgroand on Bast 7th Street near
BowTy. _



Beptember 11th, 1934

3300 to 3401

3:0) to 3504
3504 to 3312
3512 to 3,13
3,18 40 341

3136 to 3,17

- 3¢1T to 3430
3520 %0 3:83

521 te XY
3:39 to 3:30

Professional brosdeasting to get program on air.

Datroduction of Rebert Moses by Harry H. schlackt.

Robert Meses.

Intreduction of n'm Sohesllkopf by Robert Noses.
Alrod gohoellkopf,

musum of William Hodson by Robert Mowes.
¥illtam Redwen,

Introdustion a! the Mayor of the City of New tork

by Robart Boses..

hyw ef the ity of New York.
rrafouiom brudusting to get program orf m.



. DEPARTMENT OF PARKS -
CITY OF NEW YORK_

HON. FIORELLO.H . LAGUARDIA MAYOR

OPENING CEREMONIES

ROOSEVELT PARK -

CHRYSTIE FORSYTHE CANAL #° HOUSTON STS. N.Y.C.
- FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 14™ 1934 -

e PROGRAM

240710 300 PM. MUSICAL PROGRAM PARK DERPARTMENT BAND
SOUSAS MARCH "STARS & STRIPES FOREVER"
ITALIAN MARCH
JEWISH MARCH

300 ™ 30! PM.
PRELIMINARY RADIO ANNOUNCEMENT, STATIONS

W.MC.A MD WNMNY,C AND THE N.BC NETWORKS
301 T° 304 PM

INTRODUCTION OF HON. ROBERT MOSES
COMMISSIONER. OF PARKS

BY MR.HARRY.L.SCHLACHT
EDITOR OF THE EAST SIDE NEWS

305 T 313 PM.
HON. ROBERT MOSES

INTRODUCTION OF MR. ALFRED SCHOELLKOPF
CHAIRMAN TEMPORARY EMERGENCY RELIEER
ADMINISTRATION STATE OF NEW YORK

BY COMMISSIONER MOSES

313 T° 314 PM.

314 T© 317 PM,
MR , SCHOELLKOPF

INTRODUCTION OF HONWILLIAM HODSON
COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WELFARE CITY OF NEW YORK

BY COMMISSIONER MOSES

317 7T© 318 PM.

318 T° 321 PM. -
COMMISSIONER HODSON

INTRODUCTION * HON. FIORELLO . H . LA GUARDIA
MAYOR OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
BY COMMISSIONER MOSES

321 7O 322 PM.

322 TO Z30BM.
MAYOR QF THE CITY o NEW YORK
330 PM. CONCLUSION OF BROADCAST
331 T 335 PM. FLAG RAISING CEREMONIES
335 T© 400PM. CHILDRENS EYERCISES UNDER THE

DIRECTION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
RECRTATION QOF THE DEPARTMENT
OF PARKS
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK . .

"
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS X 2

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK -4

FOR IMUEDIATE RELEASE -
September 1, 1934

The Department of Parks announces that a concers

by the Naumburg Orchestra, conducted by Rudolph Thomas,
will be given on the Mall of Central Park on Monday
evening, September 3, 1934, at 8:30 P.M. The plaj"or-

iginally acheduled for that evening has been cancelled.



ELKAN NAUMBURG

LABOR DAY CONCERT

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3rd, 1934

EIGHT-THIRTY P. M.
CENTRAL PARK - ON THE MAILL

THE NAUMBURG ORCHESTRA. Rudolph Thomas, Conductor




THE MALL — CENTRAL PARK
Mowpay EvENING, SEPTEMBER 3rd, AT 8:30 o'cLOCK
THE NAUMBURG ORCHESTRA

RuporLers THoMmas, Conductor

Program

“The Star Spangled Banner”

Overture to the “Flying Dutchman” . . . . | Wagner
a) Entr'acte to “Messidor™ . ., . . . . ., Bruneau

b)Y Intermezzo from “The Jewels of the Madonna”
Wolf-Fervari

acchana rom in . . . . . . Wagner
Bacchanale from “Tannhauser
a) Intermezze from “Cavalleria Rusticana” . . Mascagni

b} Preludes to Act I and II of “Tales of Hoffmann”
Offenbach

INTERMISSTON
Overture “Merry Wives of Windsor” . . . . Nicolai

Allegro con Grazia from Symphony Pathetique”
Tschaikowsky

Four Preludes to “Carmen” . . . . . . . . Biget
Waltzes from “Die Rosencavalier” . . . . . Strauss

Capriccio Ttalien . . . . . . . . . Tschatkowsky

“America”




THIS CONCERT is contributed by Mz, WaALTER
W. Navmpure and Mgz, GrorGe W. NAUMBURG,
sons of Mgr. ELkan NAUMBURG, who donated the
bandstand on The Mall and lived to see it put to the
purpose he had in mind of erecting a veritable Temple
of Music,

Mz. ELxaN NauMmBUrG had been impressed with the
need of an adequate bandstand in Central Park by
reason of his custom, long years in practice, of con-
tributing Orchestral Concerts of high quality, in the
cause of good music for the people, on three holidays,
Decoration Day, Fourth of July and Labor Day. His
sons, continuing this custom in his memory, have added

a fourth concert to the NAUMBURG series by giving a

similar concert on July 31st, the anniversary of their
father's death. .

Tae NauMmsUrG concerts for the season of 1934 are
therefore set down for May 30th, at 8:30 P. M., July
4th, at 8:830 P. M., July 31st, at 8:30 P. M., and
September 3rd, at 8:30 P. M. These dates to be

remembered by lovers of good music.




CITY OF NEW YORK

- Hon, FrorerLLo H. LaAGuarpia, Mayor

31A-2076-34-O° Coffffiiir 40 2
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The Donartrent of rarXks cnaounees the reccint of o cony i
of the folloving letber which the Hon. Jares E. MeDonuld,
Chief City agistraic, has seat to cll ingistrates, on the

subject of c¢lcanliness and nedéling in the porks: -

CITY O I-i’l;’j-f YORK
LTV IAGISM JusSY COURTS
300 E-ﬁlberry Stroet
Hew York
Futber 36 - 19034
.Jugust 31, 1834

To the lagisirates,
City lagistrates? Courts.
Gentlemen:

I daw reoceived a coumnlertion frown Tark
Camissioner I'oses, dated .ugust ¢, 1054, iavndch
he oxrresscs his grateful anprceiction for wio
attitudo ftaken by o zrect nu.zber of the Tagistroiocs
in thelr orfforis tc assist the —ori Denartrent in
i1ts endcavors 0 Xcep the nurk olexn ard aviractive,

Hovovor, the imost scrious feature of the
situation ig whe great nwlber of pedilers brousht
into our sourts Tor invading the parks, o arc un-
liccnsed «nd vho zre vell avare that they caanot
get a license to —meddlc their wvares in the »arks,

G yet rersist in this oracticc 10 such zn extont
thut tle rocord shorg ninc or gen drrests or eon-
vietions sgainst sore of these individucls for vio-
lagiong of o sinilar cwmc ter, This nracticc sihould,
of cour se, bo discouv-aged, imore especiually as cone
cossionaires are n,fia whe City of oo Yook suvstona-
ticl Tees Tor ohe sxclusive »riviloge ol doin; bus-
iness wivthin the vcr: linits.

Furtheraore, I believe it is vue inveat and
desire of =il Tre ‘agistrates o give Comprissioner ioscs
their sunvord and geoneration to the Dullest oxiond
possible in sre great uogk vhat e is doing fTa the
benofit of the nublic in the warks of tils ity and I,
tierofore, earasstly urge your steqlal xivenition to
whis cluss of cases in the Tuiure,

Very respectiully yours,
{-izned) Jaies E, MeDonzld,

Chiel City ‘anistrate,

=230 -
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS FQRQMMEDIATE RELEASE
Arsenal, Central Park, September 8th, 1934, ﬁ&“

l/mf«’i'

The Wenetian Water Carnival arranged by the Division of

v

Recreation of the Department of Parks has been postponed, because o
weather conditions, to TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY,
September 1lth, 12th and_lSth, 7:30 to 11:30Q0 P. M.

There will be dancing on the Mall from 7:30 to 9:30 P, M,
on each of these evenings amd at the close of the dancing the
Venetian Water Carnival will open on the Lake near the Mall

and close at
at 9:50.;/ 11:30 P.M., There will be a concert, dancing and

singing.

Many of those taking part in this Carnival will be dressed
as Venstian peasants and will be in gondolas and swan boats.
These gondolas will be brilliantly lighted and wiil make a
colorful scens,

Groups of singers dressed és Italian peasants will par-
ticipate from the Music Department of the Works Division of the
Department of Public Welfare as will a 60-piece orchestra led
by Mr., Guiseppe Cresatore,

In many bf the smaller boats will be singers accompanied
by mandolins, The Venetian folk dances will be given by the
older girls from the clubs of the Park Playgrounds, Some of
the Playground Directors of the Department of Parks will also
take part in the dancing amd some of the members of the Division
of Recreation will be dressed as Italian peasants.

A4 number of Italian Societies are co-operating with the
Department of Parks in the staging of the carnival.
A display of fireworks during the Carnival will close
the festivities, the program for each evening being as follows:
1. Approach of the Doge,
2+ Father Neptune and his Nymphs meet the Doge,
3. Ascent of Father Neptune to his throne,
4, Dance of the Nymphs,
5, Orchestral selections.
6, I%alian dancers - “"Sormentina® by the Italian
Choral Society; in charge,
Miss Santina Algoni,

7. Songs.
8., Fireworks display.

=cng -
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Arsenal, Central :
Tel, Regent 4-1000 -

i

For the first time in the history of recreation in
New York City, a Venetian Water Carnival will take place, to-
morrow(iizptembe ;;From 8:30 to 10:30 P.M., This Jarnival will
take plade at the 72hd Street Lake in Central Park; the nearest
entrénce to this lake is 72nd Street and Fifth Avenue.

An effort will be made to reproduce & Venetian Carnival
night at whiech there will be a concert, dancing and singing.
Many of those taking part in this Carnival will be dressed as
Venetian peasants and will be in gondolas and swan boats.

These gondolas will be brilliantly lighted and a colorful scene
will be depicted, Groups of singers representing Italian peas-
ants will be supplied by the Music Department of the Works Di-
vision of the Department of Public Welfare and a 60 piece or~
chestra will be led by Mr. Creatore.

_ In mny of the smaller boats there will be soloists
accompanied by mandclins, The dancing will be performed by
the older girls from the clubs of the Park piaygrounds. Some
of the playground directors of the Department of Parks will
also take vart in the dancing and a number of the nembers of
the Division of Recreation will be dressed as Venetian peasants.

Cooperation also has been received from some of the
Italian Societies in New York City.
There will be a display.of firéworks during the Car-
nival,
The following is the program:
Approach of the Doge
Father Neptune and his nymphs meet the Doge
Ascent of Father Neptune to his throne
Dance of the nymphs
Orchestral selections
. Italian dancers -~ "Sorrentina' by the Italian
Choral Society; in charge, Miss Santina Alongi

Songs
Firevorks display

W-3 oW G100
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The Department of Parks announced its plan today for the
development of Marine Parzk in Brooklyn, which will be ome of the
largest partks in the city when completed.

At the present time much of the area is marEP land and a con-
siderable part of it is under water, These sections will be made
usaeble for park purposes by hydraulic fill.

The design is broad in scope and anticipates the demand for
every phase of recreation,

The yacht harbor adjacent to Jamaica Bay, will supply facilities-
for all types of pleasure eraft, and every consideration will be
given to the needs and requirements of canoeists, and of yachting,
canoe-sailing and motor beoat enthusiasts, 4mple provision is being
made for the'StOrage of this craft throughout the entire year, Shops
and gas stations will be conveniently located.

A large boat house will be erected on the harbor. It will
contain a modern restaurant and bar, and all other necessary'facili-
ties for the conveﬁience.and comfort of those interested in boating.
On either side of the club house, facing the yacht harbor, ample
parking space will be available, _ _

On the inland side of the yaoht harbor there is to be a large
basin for model boats, This faces the club building on the opposite
side from the yacht harbor.

West of the model yacht basin is a large amﬂﬁtheatre, the .
stage of which has a lagoon for its background and setting,

- Northeast of the model yacht basin ﬁhere is to be a recreation-
al center containing three baseball diamonds, football and lacrosse
fields, boccia courts and an area for archery., A modern field house
" will serve this gréup.
Stables with stalls for about 100 horses and & riding ring,
With_parking_space for 500 cars on two sidesg are located within a
"separate park area northwest of the Share_Dfive near the Flatbush
Avenue entrance, -Thb‘rfhgtgg; be used for show purposes, and all of

the_bridle paths-eithér:sfart from, or terminate at this point,

(Continued, )
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Midway between the Share Drive and Avenue U on the Flatbush )
Avenue side of the park there is to be & large stadium designed to
accommodate all athletic events. The sbtadium overloocks a canoe
landing on the canal, vith the golf club house in the distance. The
areas around the stadium will contain apparatus for the very young
children as well as sports facilities for older children. A large
parking area will be provided in the area between the stadium and
Flatbush Avenué. |

On either side of the stadium there also will be two large
informal recreational aresas, These meadows will be used for basew
ball, football, lacrosse and cricket,

The cance basin and the cance club house at the Avenus U end
of the park are accessible from a large parking space adjoining a
recreational area on the opposite side of Avenue U, The cance basin
forms one end of the canal, which is roughly rectangular in form,
and will connect with the lagoon and separate the golf courses on
the island from the remainder of the park, The ecance club house has
accomnodations for 600 canoes and all necessary facilities, Boats
will be available for hire for trips around the island, Two 18-hole
golf courses lmve been designed for the island area.

The old Gerrittsen Mill, one of the few tidewater mills s%ill
standing in this section of the country, will remain in its original
location and is to be completely restored,

There will be a play area at the corner of Avenue X and
Gerrittsen Avenue, accessible to two schools in the immediate vicinity,

The golf and tennis club house located on the Gerrittsen Avenus
side of the park, which will connect with the_golf courses by means
of a bridge, is directly opposite tle stadium, It will comtain locker
space, a lounge and a restaurant, Ample parking space will be avail-
able between the club house and Gerritisen Avenue,

The tennis courts will be located northwest of the club house,
.There will be fifty standard courts and three exhibition courts, with
a grandstand for spectators on either side.

{Continued, )
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On the opposite side of the club house will be an arboretum
_fbr the display of native plants, such as perennials, small bushes
and trees, |

The park has been designed to entirely eliminate cross traffic,
All of the roads will be for one-~way traffic only., DPedesirian
crossings will intersect the roadways by means of underpasses, Each
center of activity has an individual and GOnveniently located parking
area to accommodate about 4,000 cars,

The bridie patiis on the mainland will wind around the island
containing the two golf courses, Pedestrian paths will connect all
recreational centers and points of beauty and interest. Ample
benches, drinking fountains, comfort facilities and shade are in-
corporated in the plan. _

‘The park roadways are laid out to take full advantage of the
area and to provide convenient access to all facilities, 1In addition
to the ceircumferential road around the whole park and feeders from
the principal abutting streets and avenues, a through parkway is
planned to cross the park, south of the golf course, This parkvay
Will.form a continuation of Emmons Avenue which 1is planned to be a
part of the ultimate Shore Drive, This main artery through the park
connects with a traffic circle at Flatbush Avenue, The approach to
the proposed suspension bridge over Rockaway Inlet rises from this
cirele, This bridge will form a direct connection between Marine
Park and the ocean front of Jacob Riis Park,

Ne swimming area is provided in the plan of Marine Park, The
. waters of Rockaway Inlet are unsatisfactory for swimming., Provision
has been made, however, in the scheme of the development to leave
unimproved areas both east and west of the boat basin, which will be
- developed as swimming beaches when the waters of the Inlet are
-satisfactory for swimming.

This 2,000 acre park, when completed, will be one of the

country*s largest, most modern and comple te Tecreational centers,

(End, )
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More than 2000 childrcn from all parts of Ncw York City

will be taken to Jacob Riis Dark, Rockaway, L.I., ncxt ionday

where thgy will enjoy a full day of swinning and ontertainmént.

At least 700 children from the various orrnhanages in
Queons alone will be tronspnorted by bus to Riis Tark ané will
arrive thero about 10:30 otelock in the riorming. Children from
Monhattan will leave for the Tark on the CCMMANDER, at 10 a.n.
from the Rainbow Floet Deck at 129th Stroct and the Hudson |
River, and at 10:45 a.n. from the Rainbow Floct Dock at Ticr #L
the Battery. Theso transportation facilitics arc provided
through the courtesy of the Rainbow Flect and scveral bus
companies,

A marionette show, a treasurc hunt, stery telling and
ganes are among the interesting features which have beeon ar-
ranged for the childron besides surf suvimming, Dressing facil-
ities will be provided and refreshoonts will be scrved.

- This outing is being sponsared by the Board of Aldernen
i7ith the cooperation of Jacob Riis Tark and the Department of
Tarks, The Honorable Edward E., Buhler will act as host and
Unecle Don of Radio fame will heold a club necting,.

Anong, the porsons of nromincnce who will accommany the
group on the boat trip from Monhe tton are: Comptroller
lcGoldrick, Deputy Comptrollor Eariy, C@ . irman of the Board
of Aldcrrcen Eajority Group Sullivan, Chairman of the Board
of Aldecrnien Minority Group Curran, Prosidont off Board of
Education Georze F. Ryan; Superintendent of Schools Dr. Harold
Canpbell, Thirty-five moenmbers of the Board of Aldermcn will
take the boat to Riis Tark,

=continucd-



4An honorary cormittcc of the following will also attond:
Hon, Wiilianm Groat, Jr,, Hom, “Worron B. ﬁshnodd, Hon, George Grau,
Sidney Fayner, Wiilian Carter, George L. Knott, Miss Qlive Hateh,
Frank Keller, George Colyer, Richard Lonehan, Reve Taul Board,
Clerles Willge, T. E. Jord:ii, John Sheppard, Frank Simon and
Fredorick D, W:od; Dr, S, i, Cohen will act as General Chairman
of Activities and E. H. Fenstermacher is in charge of fransporta-

tion,

G-



CHILDREIT'S DAY OURING AS JACC3 RITS PARK v / 0 7 ,
TONDAY, AUCTST 27, 1934 "}/W

SCHEDHULD
10;00 Al Boat trip from Fanhsttan via Reinbow Fleet with 1200 children.
10:00 A.M,. - Ol NDER leaves 129th Streei on Hudson, lainhattan
10:45 A.liL -= COIELNIER leaves Pier #l, Battery, ianhattan
10:30 AL, ™eens County Orphanages (Hon. Bdward E. Buhler, Aldernan, host)

arrive at Riis Park with 700 children

Mueens County Orphanages dress and swim at beaches 2 %o ;6

1200 i. Noon lunch served to Tueens County Orphanases

12:45 Pl Rainbow Fleet arrives with 1200 children from lanhattan

1:00 P.ii. Rainbow Fleet children swim at beaches 72 to 6 and have lunch
£:30 P.ii, Uncle Don ,of ""OR greevs all childreun on the playsround and nholds

Yolub meeting
3:00 P.iL Frrionette show on playground
5%, lklachyt*s Ccotholic band of 40 arrive

2:45 Pl Tressure hunt for children. Ieet in front of Administrotion:
Building for instruciions ond cues

4:15 P00 Refreshments for children holding tickets

—

4:30 P.i, All Rainbow Fleet childreon dress by smell groups

St. iblocnyts Cotholic Home Bond of 40 ot Bendstond by flogpele

5:00 P55, Fleg loverinz cercmenics ot Mlegvole
5305 P,ii, . All children nmust dress
5:16 P.:%, Roinbow Fleet children stort by buses to 98th St. Docks, Rocknwoy Beach

St. iklcchy's Brnd lecves by bus

-

6:15. P.ii Reinbow Flcet scils from 98th St. dock, Rockrwoy 3oach.

Orphencgos from “uecns County lecve by bus.,

Deportment of Prrks

L2



Arsenal, Central Park ' " Au
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Columbus Park, which is located in & heavily congested

i | DEPARTMENT OF PARKS L FOR ATE RELEASE ?
| 3 8 1o,
I

s 1934,

aresg, bquﬁded by Brsysrd, Mulberry, Park and Baxter Streets, is being
remodei&ed to greatly increase the play space in the existigg park.
The play area fronting on the Park Street side of the park will be
more than doubled in size and will be divided by & reereation building

. and two planted strips inte two sections, one for the younger chil-

]

dren and the other for older children,
The play ares for the smaller children will front the

recreation building and have apparatus areas paved with cork asphalt

“and equipred with jungle gyms, swings gnd see-saws on both the

~ Baxter and Mulberry Street sides. A large wading pool, centrally
~located and separated from the apparaius areas and recreation
building by wide bluestone walks, will be provided with three double

“head showers., &#ntrance to the pool can be gained only by passing

e field also will be provided for the

through a chlorinated ot bathe.

A large g;jb
older children, This field will be of levelled sandy clay subsoil,
free from all refuse and large stones, and will contain a line of
large swings in one corner, suitable for older children, Thé field
will be enclosed by a wrought iron fence on which will be mounted
flood lights, to facilitste the use of the field arter dark. ithis
fence is a part of the original enclosure.

the recresgtion building, which may be entered from

either area, will house separate comtort stations for the you?ger
and older childéren, Both play areas will be suitably fenced tor the
protection of the children. |

(Continuved)
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there will be a formal park area at the Bayard street end
of the park, This will include the existing comfort stations ana
pavilion, The design has been changed to provide a larger area to
contain plantings of trees, shrubbery and grass. All existing
facilities_and plantings will be used as Iar as possible} A large
fiagpole will be erected in the sguare tacing the pavilion. |

this re-design of the park was made to give the children
more play space and also to provide a more pleasant recreational
area for adults. Numerous benches and drinking fountains will be
placed throughout the park., The entire area will be enclosed by

a tence ot appropriate design,
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! ARTMENT OF PARKS FOR DMMEDIATE RELEASE
] senal, Central Pa August 22‘934 i
'I Tel.Regent 4-1000 /07
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The Department of Parks will open fifteen now
playgrounds during September and October.

" on Friday, September 7th, JacksoniSquare, loca ted
at Eighth Avenue and Horatio.Street, Manhattan, will be com=-
rleted and opened to the public, This area has been designed
principally for the use of mothers and infants and will be

.provided very generously with shade trees and benches, Fort
Tryon Park Playground, at Riverside Drive and Broadway, Man-
hattan, will be opened the same day, This is a part of the
tract bought and partially developed by John D. Rockéfeller, Jr.
Work relief forces are completing the playground section.

This area will contain a wading pool, a field house and shaded
play spaces.

On Friday, September 14th, the Park Department
will open five city blocks of the Chrystie-Torsythe develop=
_ment in Manhattan, This will contain comfort stations, wading
pools, game areas amd complete playground apparatus. A4ll
areas ‘outside of the playgrounds are to be open to the publiec,
with paved walks and plantings to provide shade. This area'
extends from Chrystie Street to Forsythe Street.

On Saturday, September 22nd, the two pla grounds
on Houston Street, one at the corner of Sixth Avenue, and the
other in the block between First and Houston Streets at
Ludlow Street, [Manhattan, will be opened. This property
was turnsed over to the Department of Parks by the Board of
Transpa tation, It will have a fomal park area in additim
to the playground.

(Continued}



On Tuesday, Cotober 6th, the playground ag.!duston Street,
between Essex and Norfolk Streets, Manhattan, will be opened,
and it will have a shelter house, basketball courts and com~
plete playground apparatus, The playground at Corone Avenue
and 102nd Street, in Queens, also will be opened on October Sth.

On Saturday, October 13th, the playground at Sheriff,
Broome and Delancey Strects will be opened, as will two blocks
of the Leiv Eiriksson playground, located at 4th Lvenue and
66th Street, Brooklyn. Another playground which has been given
to the city by the German Home for Recreation of Yomen and
Children, and devecloped by the Park Department in part, from
funds supplied by this source, will be opened at Bay 461th Street
and Cropsey Avenue, Brooklyn, which will be known as the
Dreier Offerman Playground. This latter area overlooks Graves-
end Bay and contains a field house, a play pavilion and complete
playground equipment,

On Saturday, Cctober 20th, the playground at Cherry,
lMonroc and Gouverneur Streets, Manhattan, also the Flushing
lMemorial Tlayground, located at 149th Strect and 20th Avenue,
in Queens, will be opened. The Flushing Memorial Playground
has baseball diamonds and handball and basketball courts,

On Saturday, October 27th, rcereational arcas at
Fulton Strect and Classon Avenue, Brooklyn, and at lark svenue
and Taaffe Place, Brooklyn, as well as the playground at 01d
Fort #4, located at Scdgewick and University Avonues, in the
Bronx, will be completcd and opencd,

These fifteon additimal playgrounds, which are to be
opened during Septecmber and October by the Department of Parks,
meke & total of 38 new areas, campletely equipped with modern
rccrcétional facilities, which have becn added to the park system

during a period of four months by the new administration,
%
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DEPARTIEND OF PANKS - FOR 177 S0LATR RELEASS
ARSEFAL BUILDIFG - ' AJGUST 138, 1934,

Regent 4=1000

Two ietronolitan Vouen swiining charpions will mect it
Sgp@gggqfternoon in a cihalleaze race in the A.A.U. nrogran to ve
héid;ﬁt Jacob Riis Park in Rockaway, beginalng at 2:30 n.o.

The two youns ladies; Dorothea Dickinson and Elsie
Ferrill of the Women's Swimming association, have been trading
charplonships during the entire season and.on Sunday they will
have a chance to reet over a 440 yard rough water course,

IR Iiiss Dickinson who holds the 100 yard letronolitan

A

title, was recently defeated by iiss Ferrill for the letronolitan
100 meter title, 4nother 100 yard titleholder, Delores Sﬁith,
junior national charnion, is entered in the 440 event along with
Catherine Goets, ianrie Fechette, iarguret Barn and valerie
Phillips, all of wouen's Swinming Associztion,

A @wo-mile ocean swiiming race to be held slong the
ossan fropt at Riis Turk has brought out more than 50 entries
from nearly 20 local orzaonizations belonging to the letropolitan
L.4,U, district, The Vew York ithletic Club has entered Ray
Ruddy, Don Ruddy,- Walter Spence, Leonard Spence, Eddie les, Ieo
Geibel and others,

sSurf board races, flut boat roving races a&nd other
aquatic events will be on the day's prograii, The men's ocecn race
is omen to all registered members of the wruteur Athletio Union .
and trophies and medals will be awarded to the firsﬁ tuelve
winners, The . omen's swiﬁming race is open only to members of the
wWomen's Swimming aésociation.

-Znd=-



Avgust 15, 1834,

Hr.Nelson:
Ro Dance Recital - Maria Theresa - Iridasy ®vening
" Aug 17th 8,30 P ¥ Prospect Yark

Municipal Symphony Orchestra
rry Meyer, Conductor

Attached are copies of program for the above dance recital
FPriday evening at Prospect Park.

Will you be good enough to ask the newspapers to use the
photograph of Maria Theresa which was sent to them on the occasion of
her recital at the Mall Central Park on Saturday evening, Jﬁly Rlst,
at that time photographs of Maria Theresa were sent to all the papers.

Mr. Beldini requested that you do what you can to have the
newspapers use the photographs sent to them at thet iinme in carrying

the publicity for the Recital on Friday evening at frospect Park?

James V, Mulholland

Director of Recreation

/095



Department of Parks For immediate release
Arsenal

Centrel Park Avgust 15th, 1934

Regent 4-1000
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Iore than one hundred entries from twenty of the foremost swimming eclubs will com

Ocean Swimming Championship - AAU.

pete in the two mile ocean swimminz chempionship at Jacob Riis Park, Rockaway,,next
Sunday afternoon. The meet is sanctioned by the A.A.U.

Among the stars entered in the race are, Ray Buddy, metropolitan one mile and
880 yard champion, seven times winner of the ittropoliten long Gistance title and seven
times winner of the Prcsident *s Cup; Don Reddy, water polo star and schoolboy championg
Zddie Lee, Nutional long distance champion; Welter Snence, Hstional title holdor;
Leonard Spence, National ard world's record holder and Leo Geibel, NLY.AL.C. star.

Rowboats will follow th.e swimners over the two mile course from start to finish
and pick up competitors who becore tired. Silver trophies will be awarded first, sec-
ond and third places and gold medals given to the first ecight swimmers crossing the
finish line.

Yembers of the ‘omen's Swimming Associztion and other National swimming stars,
including Leonor Kight and Alicc Bridges have been invited to compete in a 440 jra.rd
scratch event as an cxhibition.

At the conclusion of the swimming races, twelve flat-bottomed row boats vill en-
gage in a one mile race around the course, Prizes will he given and none but expert
swimmers will be allowcd to parvicipete in this event. Surf boat races arc also sched-
uled,

All entronts must be rogistered with the Amcteur Athletic Union. BEntries ’Eéi.ll

e accepted until next S-turday at Jacob Riis Pork Administration Building.
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS FOR RELEASE SUNDAY
Argenal, Central Park August 12, 1934
Tel., Regent 4~1000

The first two mile men's ocean swimming cham-
pionship of the Rockaways will be held at Jacob Riis Park
on Sunday, August 19th. Already entered ars Olympic and
National swimming champions, including Ray Ruddy, Walter
Spence, leonard Spence, Don Ruddy, Eddie Lee, Leo Geibel,
and others., The event is open to all swimmers registered
with the Amateur Athletic Union, and silver trophies will
be awarded to winners, Medals will be awarded to the
first eight swimmers who cross the finish line in the
two'mile swim, The event is sanctioned by the Metropoli-
tan A. A. U,

Rowboats will follow the swimmers, and a

rowboat race will be held after the swinming race.
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GOWANUS PLAYGROUND

The Gowamus Playground will provide recreational fascilities for
both young and olde It is a aguare block in area, bounded by Fourth and
Fifth avenmue and Third and Fourth Streets.

The entire area will bs fenced, and concreted walks provided on
Fourth and Fifth aveme ends. The Third and Pourth Street sides will have
hexagonal block walks flanked on either side by sodded strips in which trees
will be planted.

A novel feature of this playground is the arrangement of flood lerps
80 that the entire area may be illuminsted.

The playground will be divided into four sections and each sectibn
will run the entire width of the playground.

Starting at the Fourth avenue end will be a general play area, one
hundred and seventy feet by three hundresa ana twenty feet. The surface of
this area will be of a sandy clay sub-smoil, dragged and rolled level. It
will have & ten foo} woven wire fence on three sides. The Fourth Avenue
side will face & raised terrace of bluestone flagging from where an unob~
structed view of this play area may be had.

Entrance to the children's playgrounds will be gained through the
second and central area which will consist of the bluestone terrace, the
recreation building and a small planted area. ‘the terrace will be provided
with drinking fountains, benches and a large flagpole. The recreational build-
ing, constructed of brick from the old Gowanus houze and following its general
plan, will house the comfort stations and storage spaces

The third area for smaller children, enclossd by the recreation buildw
ing on one aside and & six feot iron picket fence on the other three sides,
will be one hundred sixty by one hundred and eighty feet, asphalt paved with

the exception of a large wading pool in the center. Thig pool when drained



ray be used as basketball courts. The water of the pool will be chlorimted
and the children will have to pass through an antigeptic foot bath before
entering the pool. There will also be suitable play apparatus such as jungle
gyms, swings, etce

The fourth and last area separated from the other play areas by &
gix foot picket fence is for older people. It will have bocca and hande
tall courta. The bocece courts will be leveled and rolled and have planted
borders. The handball courts will be conerete paved and bave a sixteen foot
brick backstop with a four foot wire stop on top. This wall algc serves as
the Fifth Ayenue boundary of the playground. The entrance to the last area will be
on Third Street near Fifth savenue.

Suitable arrangements will be made for the comfort of perents and obe

servers watching the game,
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS | - FOR RELEASE
Arsemal, Central Park _ August 10, 1934

Tel. Regent 4-«1000
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Fourteen additional'playgrouhds will be opened by
the Department of Parks in New York City on Saturday morning,
Avgust 1llth,

Mayor Fiorello H, La Guardia will deliver the open-
ing address at 11 a.m, at.the model playground, located on
West 17th Street between Zighth and Ninth Avenues, New York.
He will be introduced by the Hon. Robert Moses, Commissioner
of Parks.

_ Following the address of Mayor La Guardia, there
wili be a call tc the colors and the American Flag will be
raised simultaneously at all of these playgrounds with the
exception of the model playground located at 3rd and 4th
Streets at Fourth ivenue, Brooklyn, where separate exercises
will be held at noon.

BOrough President Raymond V. Ingersoll will speak'
at the opening exercises at the Model (Gowanus) Playground

‘/in,Brooklyn, and Mayor lLa Guardia will open the playground.

At the camclusion of the exercises at the Gowanus

‘Flaygr wund in Brooklyn, the official party, headed by Mayor
La Guardia; will proceed to the lodel Playground in Queens,
at 25th and 30th Avenues and 84th and 85th Streets, to in-

spect its facilities.

(Continued)
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At the Corlears Hook Playground, at Corlears and
\/’Wﬁter Streets in Manhattan, handball geames and horseshoe-
pitching contests will take place after the opening ceremon-
ies, while the playground located on the site of the Ridge-
wood South Side Pumping Station, at Sunrise Highway and At~
J lantic Avenue, Brooklyn, will feature a baseball game between
two good teanms. | |
This is the second group of new playgrounds toe be
cpened by the Park Department this year., Nine playgrounds
which were acquired and developed with the Far Memorial Fund
turned over to the Department of Parks for this purpose, were
dedicated and opened by Mayor la Guardia on July 15th.
The fourteen playgrounds to be opened on Saturday
(iugust 1lth) are as follows:
MANHATTAN:

V/(MODEL PLAYGROUND, ¥est 17th Street between Bighth
and Ninth Avenues,

j PLAYGROUND at 83 Roosevelt Street.
Vv
PLAYGROUND at 99 Thompson Street,
J/INWOOD ETLL PLAYGRCUND, Payson and Dyckman Streets.

n/ ST. NICHCLAS PLAYGROUND, at St. Nicholas AveIus
and West 1l4lst Street.

J/CENTRﬁL PARK, LOWER RESERVOIR SITE, ncrthwest
corner,

'/ CORLE.RS HOOK PLAYGROUND, Corlears and Vater Streets,
v/ PLAYGROUND at Rivington and Lewis Strects.
BROOKLYN:

v MODEL PLLYGROUND at 3rd and 4th Streets at Fourth
Avenue (Gowanus House).

v/ RIDGEWOOD SOUTH SIDE TUMPING STLTION SITE, Sun-
rise Highway and Atlantic Lvenuc,

-J PLAYGROUKD at 95th Street between avenues K and L,

(Cont inue &)
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BRONX:

J

PLAYGROUND at 141st Strcet between Brook and St.
Ann's Avenues,

GUEENS ;

N MODEL PLAYGROUND at 25th and 30th avenues and 84th
and 8%5th Strects, Jackson Heights.

RICHMOND:

MODEL PLAYGROUND at Jewett and Castleton Avenues.

With the exception of the site of the Ridgewood
South Side Pumping Station, and the Corlears Hook Playground,
each playground will have a recreation building including
playroom, lavatories, and a modern heating system; a 40 foot
flagpeole, adequate plantings of shade trees and shrubbery,
a chlorinated foot bath through which children must pass
before entering the wading pool; equipment for younger child-
ren, consisting of swings, slides, see-saws and jungle gyns
and handball and basketball courts for oldsr children. The
playgrounds will be equipped with adequate drinking fountains
of the type required by the Federal Government for army
camps,

Mayor La Guardia's address and the exercises at
the model playzround at West 17th Street, Manhattan, will
be broadcast to all of the otler playgrounds opening on Sat-

urday, by Sta tions WNYC, WNEW and WOV,

=g -
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'DEPARTMENT OF DARKS August 3, 1934

Arsenal, Central Park
Tel. Regent 4-1000

NQOTICE

TO THE CITY EDITOR:
The Park Department has arranged an
inspection trip covering the Leng island Parkways ard
Parks for representatives of the press on Mon?ay {August 6th)
starting from the Arsenal, Central Park, at 10 A.H. sharp,
Luncheon will be served at Jacob

Riis Park, and dimmer at Jones Beach,

-End -



| Pl

ITINERARY FOR INSPECTION TOUR
Monday, Augist 6, 1934

DEPARTMENT OF PARES

Arsenal Bullding - Central Park

Arsenal Building, 5th Ave, & 64th St, Manhattan
South on Fitth Avenue

Rast on 8lst Street

Crosg 59th Strest Bridge

Fast en Queens Boulevard

South on Woodheven Boulevard

Weot on Sunrise Highway to

Tinden Boulevard, Turn here 5 Minute Stop
Eest on Sunrise Highway

North on Brookville Boulevard

Along Leurelton Parkway 10 Minute Stop
North on Elmont Road

To Southern State Parkway 15 Minute 8top
South on Elmont Road

South on Brockville Parkway

West en Sunrise Highway

South on Woodhaven and Cross Bay Blvd,
West an Beach Channel Drive and Cranston Ave,

South en Beach 148th Street

West on Washington Aveme to

JACOB RIIS PARK for Inspection 30 Minute Stop
and Lunch 60 Minute Stop

East ¢n Washington Avenus and Rockaway Beach Blvd.
North on Beach 118th Street

Kast on Beach Channel Drive and Amstel Ave,

Cross L.I.R.R. tracks

Continue East on Boulevard Road

Southeast on Dune Street

East gn Seagirt Avernue

South across Atlantic {Toll) Bridge

East on Atlantic Blvd, through Long Beach to
Bridge head at Hempstead Town Park

Enmbark in L.I.S.P.c. Boat

S

For inspection trip of Meadowbrook Parkway Development

ARRTVE LEAVE -

10 LM,

10:45 10:50

11:10 11320

11:25 11:40

12:18 12:
12:45 1:45
28:20

Automebiles will proceed to Jones Beach and pick up party at

Fishing Dock, north of Bath House #2 at
Thence to Jones Beach Bath Housge #2
Swim, Supper and Pool Show

Return to New York City by sutémobile,

<
-
Y

3:00
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S _DEPARTMENT OF PARKS o IMMEDIAT Rmsx
S Arifq‘a.l-, Central Park - - ' ~August 3, 1934
4& . Telv Regent 4-1000 _ . o | :

CONTROLLING THE DUICH EL} DISEASE

The Park ]Jepa.:'r:tl.neﬁt,. cooperating with Federal and State agencies, is
removing a mumber of elm trees tﬁmughout the city in combating the Dutch Elm
disaﬁse. A few of them are large trees which, to the casual observér; are
healthy specimens which should be allowed to stend. Iaboratory tests by the U, S..'>~
Devartment of Agriculturé, however, ahéw positive evidenés of their being diseased,
_and they must be aacrlficed t¢ save the elms which are still healthy.
Accordlng to present infbrmation the Dutch Elm disesse is éonfined to -
an avea centering in New York City, end having a radius of thirty-five miles. .
Diseased trees have been found on Long Island as fér east as Hempstead end Westbury.
In Westchsster, thé.épidémic is most éevere'at the. éoﬁthern end of the county.but
thlns out at the present known northerly limits nesxr Ghappaqua. Connecticut re-
ports isolated cases as far east as Stamford,
To date, nearly 1,000 diseased elms have.been found in New'Ybrk State,
probably four fiﬁes as many in New Jersey snd 21 in southwesternICOnnecticut.
of those in New York Staté, 3?5.were in the five boroﬁghs of New York City, end
..l?5lof these elms were on city property, with Staten Island most_sarioﬁsly affected, :
This epidemic caﬁ be eliminated only by prompt action.  The Dutch Elm
_dlsease is a fungus that works beneath tha bark in the grow1ng tissues of the
_tree where it cannot be reachéﬂ by spraying, while bark engraver beetles working '
‘similgrly,.are the_main carrierS'of the disease to healthy troes. Lhere_is no
'k#own gure.:_wifh the rafest exceptions, .a tree, once infected, will die within
.ﬂtub or thége'yegrs at most, and during every day of ths_growing season that such
”ia tree is allowed to gand, it is a souree_df'possible infeetion of ali healthy

- trees iﬁ-the vieinity. = 4 .
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The only vy to save our elms, therefore, is to cut down and bu.rn
every single diseased tree in the country -~ a task of real magnitude, but not
impossible. If one diseased free is cverlooked, it can void sll other eradica-
tion efforts. For this réﬁsbn,-the state laws require t.he removel of avery
diseased tree as soon as it is found. | |

From a practical standpoint, control must be thorough and complete

at :this time. A tree infected with Dutch Elm discase will surely die, and the
~ expense of #moving it must be met either now or later. 1If the diseased tree

i3 allowed to stand, it will infect other trees and there ﬁill_ be the additional

expense of removing them &s well. &ventually, if there is no cortrol, we must

ook fbr_ward' to the_' probability of removing practically all of our Elm trees in

this Vininity, if not in the whole country. A very smll part of this potential

expense, 1r used now for control work, will not only aveoid such a tremendous

‘outlay but Wlll save oné of our most important shade trees.

Fighting the Dutch Elm disease is like fighting a fire. Prompt action
and thoroughness will hold tha. damage and expense to a minimum.

-~Frid-
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DEPARTMENT (OF PARKS FCR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Arsenal, Central Park August 3, 1934
Regent 4-1000.

So many reguests have been received by Jacob Riis Park
at Neponsit for children's treasure hunts that the park has
scheduled another of these events for next Saturday afternoon
August 4th at 2 P.M,

Prizes will be awa;ded to winners and seven cues will
lead them to the prizes, The last treasure hunt drew several
hundred children., Other events at Jacob Riis Park Satufday

include lifeboat surfboard and swimming rescue races,

=end-
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DEPARTMENT COF PARKS FOR IMMEDIATE RELIASE
Arsenal, Central Park August 3, 1934

Tel. Regent 4-1000 (:T

The Park Department, cooperating with Federal and State
agencies, is removing a number of elm trees throughout the city
in combating the Dutch Elm disease, A few of them are large
trees which, to the casual observer, are healthy specimens which
should be allowed to stand, Laboratory tests by the U, S. De~
partment of Agriculture, however, show positive evidence of their
being diseased, and they must be sacrificed to save the elms
which are still healthy.

CONTROLLING THE DUTCH ELM DISEASE

According to present information, the Dutch Elm diseass
is confined to an area centering in New York City, and having
a radius of thirty-five miles, Diseased trees have been found
on Long Island as far east as Hempstead and Westbury. In West-
chester, the epidemic is most severe at the southern end of the
gcounty but thins out at the present known northerly limits near
Chappaqua. Connecticut reports isolated cases as far east as
Stamford,

To date, nearly 1,000 diseased elms have been found
in New York State, probably four times as many in New Jersey
and” 21 in southwestern Connecticut. Of those in New York State,
375 were in the five boroughs of New York City, and 175 of these
elms were on city property, with Staten Island most seriously
affected,

This epidemic can be eliminated only by prompt action,
The Dutch Elm disease is a fungus that works beneath the bark
in the growing tissues of the tree where it cannot be reached by
spraying, while bark engraver beetles working similarly, are the
main carriers of the disease to healthy trees., There is no
known cure. With the rarest exceptions, a tree, once infected,
will die within two or three years at most, and during every
day of the growing season that such a tree is allowed to stand,
it is a source of possible infection of all healthy trees in
the vicinity.

The only way to save our elms, therefore, is to cut
down and burn every single diseased tree in the country - a
task of real magnitude, but not impossible. If one diseased
tree is overlooked, it can void all other eradication efforts.
For this reason, the state laws require the removal of every
diseased tree as soon as it is found.

(Continued)
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From a practical standpoint, control must be thorough
and complete at this time, A tree infected with Dutch Elm
disease will surely die, and the expense of removing it must
be met either now or later, If the diseased tree is allowed
to stand, it will infect other trees and there will bhe the
additional expense of removing them as well. Eventually, if
there is no control, vre must look forward to the probability
of removing practically all of our Elm trees in this vicinity,
if not in the whole cmuntry. A very small part of this po-
tential expense, if used now for control work, will not only
avoid such a tremendous outlay but will save one of our most
important shade trees.

Fighting the Dutch Elm disease is like fighting a

fire, Prompt action and thoroughness will hold the damage
and expense tc a minimum,

=Eng -
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DEPARTMENT OF PLRKS / FOR IMVTDIATR RELEASE

Arsenal, Cemtral Park August 3, 1934
Tal. Regent 4-1000

ff | CORTROLLING THZ DUICH M DISRASE

The Park Department, cocperating with Pederal and State sgencies, 1is
ranoving a nuwaber of elm trees turoughout the c¢lty in combating the Duteh Elm
disease. A few of them Are large troes which, to the casual observer, are
healthy specimens which should be allowed to stend. .Laboratory tects by the U. S.
Department of Agriculturs, however, show positive svidence of their being diseaced,
and they must bs sacrificed to save the alms which sre =till healthy.

Acoording to present information, the Dutch Eim disease is confined to
an arsa centering in New York City, emd having a readius of thirty-five miles.
Disensed ¢rees have been found on Long Island as far sast ms Hempstead snd Westbury.
In Westchester, the epidemio is most severs at the socuthern end .oi' the county but
thins out at the present known northerly iimits nesr Chappaque. Connecticut re-
ports ismolated casos as far esst as Stamford.

To date, nearly 1,000 diseased elms have been found in New York State,
probably four times as many in New Jersey and 21 in scuthwsstern Comnecticut.

Of those in New York State, 375 were in the five borougks of New York City, and
175 of these slms were on city property, with Staten Islani most seriously affected.

Thie epidemic can be eliminated only dby prompt action. The Duteh Elm
diseese is s fupgus that works beneath the bark in the growing tissues of the
tree where it cannot be reached by spreying, while bark engraver beetles working
similarly, are the main csrriers of the disesse to healthy trees, There is no
known cure. With the rareat exceptiome, a tree, once inmfected, will dle within
twe or three years at most, and during every day of the growing season that such
a troe is sllowed to gand, it is a source of possible infection of all heslthy

trees in the viecinity.
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The only way to save our elms, therefors, is to cut down and bumn
evary Bingle diseased tree in the coumtry - a task of real megnitude, but not
impossible., If one diseased tree iz overlooked, it can void all other eradieca-
$ion efforts. For this reason, the stete lawe require the ramovel of every
diseased tree as acon as it is found.

From & practical standpoint, cortrol must be thorough ard complete
at this time. A tree infected with Dutch Elm disease will surely die, and the
expense of removing it must ba met either now or lster. If the disessed tree
iz 8llowsd to stand, 1t will infeet dt;hem trees and thare will be the sdditional
expense of removing them as well. Jventually, if there is nc comtrel, we rmst
ook forward to the prodablility of removing practically all of our Elm trees in
this vicinity, if not in the whole country. A very asmell part of this potential
expense; if uvzed now for control work, will not only avoid such a tremendous
outlay but will save oze of our most importent shade trees.

Fighting the Dutch Elm disease is like fighting a fire. TFrompt action
and thoroughness will hold the damage and expense Hc s minimum,

-m'



DEPARTMENT OF P FORGRMMEDIATE RELEASE

Arsenal, CentralWark ugust.l, 1934
Tel. Regent 4-1000 ﬁf) ’ SN

The finals'of the first Inter-borough Checker Tourna-
ment conducted by the Recreation Division of the Department of
Parks will be held at the Heckscher Playground, Central Park,
on Thursday, August 2nd, at 2 p.m, |
o> The following contestants who were successful in- the
borough finals for the boys and for the girls will participate

in the finals:

MANHATTAN: John Covas, 45 West 934 St., 14 years, Lionel Sutro

Playground. _
Floreeta Grahm, 2807-8th Ave,, 13 years, Colonial
Playsground,

BRONX: Benjamin Mellman, 859 Hunts Point Road, 15 years,

Lyons Park.
Sylvia Brownstein, 1701 Fulton Ave., 12 years,
Crotona Park.

BROOKLYN: William Cole, 539-46th St%., 11 years, Sunset Park.
Sophia Cohn, 2063-74th St., 13 years, Bay Farkway.

QUEENS : Edmund McKenna, 2944-161st St., Flushing, 15 years,
Bowne Park.
Christina Wiskerman, 9-16 - 127th St., College Point,
1l years, Waterfront.

RICHMOND: Nickolas Lorgieci, 202 Walker St., Port Richmond,
Faber Park.
Helen Barn, 224 Treadwell Ave,, Port Richmond,
Faber Park,

The Park Department Checker Contest was open to all
boys and girls, not over sixteen years of age,

Although Checkers has been a popular pastime in the
playgrounds, this is the first City Checker Tournament conduct-
ed by the Department of Parks, Interest in the game 1is increas-
ing and Playground Directors are called upon with increasing
frequency to decide the fine points of the game. The children
no longer are content to play an unscientific game., They are
beginning to absorb some of the fundamental strategy of checkers.

Gold-filled, silver and bronze medals of the Park
Department having a c¢hecker board panel on them, have been award-
ed to the borough winners. The City Seal medal will be given

to those finishing first, second and third in the finals to be

held Thursday, August 2nd.
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AL PARK

ARSENAL BLDG, C Tuly 31, 1934,

Regent 4-1000. : ' % ? L/ -

WEST SIDE IMPROVEMENT

Bids were taken today on the first section of City Structure
- No. 4 for the Express Highway north of 72nd Street, in Riverside '
Park, in accordance with the revised plans of the Park Department.
This work consists of the westerly wall and foundations for
City Structure No. 4, The contract will be awarded %o %he Low
bidder as soon as the bids are examined and checked by the Com=-
missioner of Parks, in accordance with the authority vested in hi@
vesterday at a meeting of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment,
This is among the first of a'nuﬁber of contracts that will be let
for the construction of the West Side Improvement. ‘ _
The New York Central Railroad will take bids the latter part
of August for the exeavation of a cut from 42nd to 53rd Streets
' through whiéh cut the tracks now on 1llth Avenue will later be in-
stalled, This material will be placed adjacent to the above con-
struction work in Riverside Park and will later be used in the de-

velopment of the landscape scheme,

At the southerly Limits of the work the ground conditions are

such that it was found necessary to install steel pipe piles fill-
ed with concrete extending from the bottoms of the walls to solid
rock approximately 35 feet below the existing surface of the
ground, At the northerly limits of the contract test pits in-
Gicaded that the walls could be carried on the existing ground
without resorting to the use of piles,

At the southerly extremity rubble masonry transverse walls
have been specified, while at the northerly enq stone concrete
walls are to be used, The tops of all of the walls are in the
form of steps on which ﬁ;ll be placed the reinforced concrete
earth supporting members, This scheme of supporting a super-
imposed load of earth is somewhat novel and was;resorted to be=-
cause of ﬁnusual existing_fbundation condifions,

After the work on the present contract has progressed, it
will be pdssible to proceed with the landscaping work with relief

labor,



WEST e srager.

CANBRTH BOUND RHISHWAY
B.3OUTH BOUND MNIGHWAY
C.NORTH BOUND £EXIT

D.NORTH BOUND ENTRANCE
£ SOUTH BOUND EX/T

F.JOUTH BOUND ENTRANCE
& PEPESTRIAN  LWPERFPRASS

H. IOUTHN BOUND EXIT TO JOT7I7
L YACHT & SEAPLANE BASIN
o BOAT ﬁauJA‘_

L. POt  ITADILM

M ISWIAAIING FPOOL

N BATH HOUISE



For description see reverse side



WEST SIIT ILPROVZIENT
DEFARTIEIT OF “ARYS

Bird's-gye viev of the Express Highway crossing over
79%h Street. The traffic circle just beyond the grade
erossing elimination, affords access to und from the
Zxoress Highway, ag well as the park development next

to the river. Tedestrians reach this park area by means

of the sunken circuler plaza, which elirminates crossing
“fraffic.

CAMER?GRAPH
FPalmer ghannon
Mew York




