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Seven new marginal playgrounds, three reconstructed
playgrounds, children's farm garden and two comfort
stations completed and opened.
Bight tennis c¢lasses started.

Second of series of four Naumburg Memorial Goncerts
will be given July L4,

Five acre general recreation field and playground on
Rockaway Blvd., John Adams High School, opened.

After five years of constfuction, major part of Crotona
Park reguil?t, nearing completion,

Children of 23 Fark Department playgroundé will celebrate
anniveraary of openimg during July.

Half-acre playground west of Flatbush Avenue opened,
New York State Amphiitheatre to be reopeneﬁ.
Overlook sitting area on Hudson River opened.

Twe of the nation's most outstanding feminine swimmers
will race on July 16.

Fourteen Japanese Saika deer donated to the Department
of Parks.

dmateur g6lfers enter trounament for Newbold Morris
Trophy.

Bids opened for construction of bridges of Francis Lewis
Blvd.

Largest tennis tournament ever held will reach finals
on July 19.

Gifs by Lengrisland College Hospital to City of New York
of four parcels of land.

Queensbridge Park playground development completion
announced,

New playground and comfort station on a three-quarter
acre plot at Avenue V and East 24th Street, Brooklyn,
announced,

Bids ropgnedufior snepevidigrs pértion of Queens section of
Bronx-Whitestone Farkway.



7/25/41
7/25/%1

7/26/%1

7/28/41

7/30/41
7/31/41
7/31/4%1

7/31/41

8/4/41
8/4/41
7/% /41
8/6/41
8/6/41
8/9/41
8/9/41

8/11/%1
8/12/%1

8/13/41

Travelling puppet sroupe formed.

Flushing Meadow Amphitheatre to be opened by
Mayor LaGuardia.

Team of eight from each of ten municipal golf courses
compete for team championship for Newbold Morris
Tournament.

Completion and opening of fniew playground in Queens

at Laurelton and Southern Parkways, and of four

sitting areas, announced.

Aquatic Syow postponed due to inclement weather,

Finals and semi=-finals of tennis tournament scheduled.
Additions to contract for park lighting (#M-10-2L41%

in connection with repaving of East Drive, Central Park,
Bast 59th Street and Fifth Avenue to East 7hth Street,
Manhattan.

Match play begins ig Newbold Morris gold tournament.

First section of Shore Road Park,:Brooklypgocompleted.

Bids opened for reconstructing a pertion of the lighting
system in Central Park from West 1i0th Street, to East
74th Street.

Cowm Gohplietion~ef development of Plym Island, Marine Park,

Brooklyn.

First of series of aquatic and stage shows to be presented
at Flushing Meadow Amphitheatre.

City-wide finals of girls' softball tournament will take
place Aug., 9 at Heckscher Playground.

Final round in Municipal Golf Coampionships to be held
on Sunday, August 10,

Completion and opening of neighborhood playground on
Nostrand Avenue, south of Kings Highway, Brookiyn, announced.

Construction work at Ferry Point Park completed.

Variety of tournaments at parks for boys and gikls
planned for remsinder of sumper.

Seven-acre Bushwick Park at Knickerbocker and
Irving Avenues, Suydam and Starr Streets, reopened.



8/16/41 Finals of Paddle Tennis Tournament for boys and girls
scheduled at North Meadow, Central Park, on August 16.

8/20/41 Finals of softball tournament Junior and intermediate
divisions, to take place at Heckscher Plgyground.

8/22/41 Finals of checker tournament will take place at Héckscher
Playgrounds, Central Park, on August 23.

8/23/41 Marginal playgrounds at Prospect Park West, from Garfield
Road to 15th Street, and at the Lincoln Road entrance,

_ completed.

8/25/41 Concert to be given at Flushing Meadow Park on Aug. 26.

8£29/41 During S®ptember, children of 21 playgrounds wili cel ebrate
the anniversaries of official openings.

8/30/41 gaumburg Orchestra gives last of four copncerts on Labor
aye

9/5/4%1 Bids taken for unloading fill in Sound View Parke.

9/6/41 Closing of ourdoor swimmipg pools on Sept. 7.

9/6/41 Bids taken for workiih Flushing Meadow Park.

79/7/41 Dedication of Time Capsule on 9/23/41.

9/11/4%1 Rikers Island Mursery Report.

9/12/-“&1 Finalé of softball tournament on 9/13/4%1/

9/12/41 Planned activities for fall and winter.

9/12/41 Frizes awarded to children interested in Crotona Park.

9/12/41 Finals of Bors Bgseball Tournament on 9/14/41/

9/13/41 Closing date for mmateur photo contest on 9/20/41/

9/19/41 Finals of shuffleboard tournament on 9/20/41

9/22/41 Construction begun on 13 parks by WPA

a3 /4 New playground in Manhattan

26/41 Completion of reconstruction of playground at Gravesend Park

9/26/41 Harvest festival to be held 9/29

9/27/ 41 New play area on Cross Island Parkway in Queens



9/27/41
0/28/ 4}
9/29/41
9/30/41
9/30/41
10/1/41

10/1/41

10/1/41

10/1/4

1072741

10/3/41

10/4/41
1074741
10/5/41
10/6/41
10/6/41
10/10/41
10/13/41

10/11/41

10/12/41
10/13/41
10/13/41

New playground at Collins Zimmerrhan Playground, the Bronx
Instructions and suggestions for planting trees In city streets
Reconstructed playground in Morning side Park

Announcing three park improvements in Queens

Bids opened for widening Hutchinson River Parkway Extension

Construction of three new playgrounds {one in Manhattan and two in
Brooklyn ) begun

Children of 22 palygrounds will have special activities during Oct.
to comemerate official openings of the play areas

Work begun on 3 new playgrounds: Park Ave, # 108 St., Manbhattan;
and Shore Parkway, Homecrest Ave, and Third Ave at 64 St, both
in Brooklyn

Parking field and concession building completed on Canarsie Pier
by Belt Parkway at foot of Rockaway Parkway

Vanishing farms in Queens

Plans being made to extend Pennsylvania Avenue to provide new access
to Bdt Parkway

Martins Field playground reopened

Children's orchestras to give concerts Oct. b

"Wishing Tree™ repaired in Harlem

Two reconstructed parks opened in Manhattan and Brooklyn

Revenues for first nine months show 20% increase over 1940, (2 charts)
Ice skating rink at City Building, Flushing, Queens open

Draft for release on reconstruction of Crotona and St. Mary's Parks
in the Bronx

Swocial dancing now going on at designated recreation build ngs in the
b boroughs

Winre rs of photo contest announced

200 car parking field, practice tee and fairway in Queens compbeted

Two puppet and marionette shows to be presented on the Mall 10/13



10/14/41
10/15

10/17

10720

i0/21/

10/23

10/24/4]1

10/25/41
10731
11/1

11/9
11/10

11/11

11/13

11/14

1i/14

11/15

Bids opened for construction of steel bulkhead and reinforced concrete
bridge in Marine Park

Children's handcraft exhibition opens 10/16 in Junior Museum of
Metropolitan Museum of Art

Development of new playfiei_ds on Randall's Island announced
(2 drawings dated 10/9/41 #104-1006 and $104-1007)

Statement of Robert Moses urging vote of "yes" on amendment #4 for
development of ski activities

Traffic relief road connecting Mosholu Avenue and the Henry Hudson
Parkway and restoration of Park and golf course in Van Cortlandt
Park, the Bronx, completions announced

Bids opened on 4 contracts for reconstructions in Brooklyn Instituee of
Arts

(one drawing dated 10/21/41 file # B~48-141)
City wide finals of Roller Skating Contest announced

Completed arrangements for transportation to and from N.Y, City
Buildings ice and roller skating rinks announced

Irving Jaffee will conduct ice skating ¥ class at New York City Bldg.
Annual Fall chrysanthemum show in Prospect Park, Brooklyn will
open Nov, 2

Comment upon crime in Parks (no map though release says one is
attached)}

Reconstruction of Isaac L. Rice Memorial Section of Petham Bay
Park announced.

New playground adjacent to East River Drive completed

Bids opened for construction of a bulkhead along south and east shore
of Sound Viw Park

opeed ice skating sessions planned.

Irving Jaffee will conduct ice skating class at N.Y, City Bldg,
Flushing Meadow Park, Queens on Nov 19

Letter from Robert Moses to Victor Gettner, New York City Civil
Liberties Committee, concerning issue of permits for meeting in the
parks.
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11/17/41 Two playgrounds completed at Cross Island Parkway and Hempstead Ave.

1i/24 3 small parks at Washington Square Park, Manhattan, cpmpleted
11/29 Bolf courses at Jacob Riis Park closed forthe winter to prevent
' damage to grass.
11/30 Children will ¢ celebrate openings anniversaries of 8 parks playgm unds.
12/1 Start of work in connections with 3 new playgm unds announced

(one in Queens, two in Manhattan)
12/4 Two new playgrounds con trcuted in the Bronx

12/5 New additon to playground at Howard Ave between Pacific and Dean
otreets, Brooklyn, completed

12/8 Completion of recenstruction of section of Kissena Park, Queens,
announced.

12/12 City wide finals of ping pong tournament planned for Dec. 13

12/12 Bids opened for traffic directional signs to be installed at intersection

of connecting highway, Triborough Bridge Plaza fgd/ and Boody
Street at BtAd/ Grand Central Parkway

12/13 Japanese Pavilion At World's Fair being demolished

12/16 Christmas program will feature 30 puppet and marionette shows

12/16 Opening of reconstructed playground at Bay Parkway, Ave P and
West 12th St., Brookly, announced

12/17 Gene Tunney will advise in boxing program

1a/17 Children to participate in Christmas programs

12/18 Ceremonies in connection with Christmas trees in parks announdesd

12/19 Cadets of La Salle Military Academy to present winter drill

12/20 Christmas exhibit of flowers copens

12/20 Corrected release on ceremonies to be held in connection with

Christmas trees, updated from 12/18 to 12/21, announcing change of
date of ceremonies to 12/21

12/21 Program of winter sports activities announced.

12/22 Bids opened for cleaning and repairing stone faced bridges in Central Park
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12/22/41
12/22
12/22
12/22

12/29

Bids opened for new buldhead in Battery Park
Widening of 4 lane Hutchinson River Parkway extension
New playground opened at south end of Highbridge Park

Two sitting parks by the public baths at Cherry and Oliver Sts and
Rutgers Place, Manhattan

Objectives of waterfront reclamation program.



DEPARIMENT QF PARKS
ARSENAL, CEJYIRAL PARK FOR RELZASE  MOKDAY

Tel. REGENY 4-1000 December 29, 1941

TO THE PRESS:

Riker's Island, Soundview Park at the mouth of the Bronx Rivsr,
and karine Park at Greav Kills, Statea Island, are three closely related
objectives in a long range waterfront reclamation programn.

The Riker's Island dump has daisappeared. A Iree nursery for the
Park Department and & vegetable garden, orchard and other facilitises for
the Department of Correction take the piace of the dump. |

The scow operations of the Depariment of Sanitation moved to the
mouth of the Bronx River to help fiil in the new Soundview Park back of a
bulikhead constructe@ by the Park Depariment with the aig of rock and dredged
material obvained frou the federal dredging operation further up the river,
‘this séow dumping supplements land dumping at the north end of the new park. .
It will take two years to £ill up Soundview Park and %o complete the recrea-
tion facilities planned thers, A% the end of this period the Bronx Parkway
Southerly Extension will give addivional access to this reclaimed area.

Finally in 1944 Marine Park Staten Island, where reclamation
activities were started some years ago with W.P.4. funds, and which is now
being partially filled as part of a jeint federal =and@ city dredging contrace,
will obiain Sanitation scow £ill for a period of approximately two years, al
the end of which marine Park will appear as one of the finest shorefront
banhing éreas on the Avlantic seaboara. |

The coordinaving snd dovetalling of twhis work has involved wmamy
complications, From time to time the Park Deparvment will announce the pass-
ing of an imporvant milestone. The begiuning of scow dumping at Soundvieﬁ
represenvs such a inilestone, The attached release, maps and pictures tell
the story and will enable the press to selsct such material as it desns

interesting.

/8/ ROBERY «O0SES

Commissioner
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DEPARTHENG OF PARKS -

ARSENAL, CHN4RAL PARK - FOR RELEASE Monday
Tel, REGENT 4-1000
o Decamber 29, 1941

The Department o¢f Parks anncunces further progress in the preliminary
development of Soundview Park, a 160 acre water front site on the faat River
Bronx shore, By a series of contracts involving the dredging of channels and
the constiruction of bulkheading and unloading facilities a portion of the shore
front near the mouth of the Bronx River has been prepared for docking and un-
loading Department of Sanitatvion scows which formerly deposited their waste at
Riker's Islend.

Thé diversion of scow dumping from Riker's Island, shorsly after the
first of the year, permits the continuation of & program started in 19837 for
transforming this former mountain of refuse and ashes invo an attractive and
useful farm garden and tree nursery as well as accelerating land filling opera-
tions which have been proceeding for the pasi two years over the marsh areas of
Soundview Park,

The development and mainitenance of a Lree nursery on Riker's Island,
using penitentiary labor, is of immense benefii to the ciiy, In addition %o
replacing an unsighcly and odorous nuisance and proviaing healthful occupatvion
0 the prison inmaces vhe nursery will soon produce, av relatively small cost,
an annual crop of shade and ornamental trees for parks, parkways and park sireeis,

‘his twenty-five acre nursery which was started in the Fall.of 1940
now contains oﬁer 13,000 trees consisiing of Buropean Planes, Norway iaples and
American Elms., ‘The completed nursery will cover aixvy acres. Zach year 10,000
addivional saplings Wwill be added, In 1947 che first 10,000 irees will be trans-
plented to permanent locations in city parks, parkways and city streets.

whe existing fiftvy acre prison farn development consisting of a wide
variety of vegewnbles will be expanded over a period of five years o 260 acres
ineluding fruil orchards and a poultry plani. It is expected that the gardens

will provide a high percentage of the vegetables used at the penitentiary.
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‘'he Soundview Park site originally consisted of 93 acres of upland.

In 1940 sixty-six additional acres were acquired by condemnation for park pur-
noses. Forty-eight acres of the new acquisition was land under watser. The up-
land was typical barren salt marsh interlaced with natural creeks and arvificial
drainage ditches, The Bronx River and Easi River froutages consisted of an ir-
regular and muddy shore line.

Joint £illing operations by the Deparumentis of Parks and Sanitvation
have been proceeding concurrently with the channel dredging %nd bulkhead con-
struevion., During the past two years approximately five million cubic yards
of Till from various sources have baen spread over ¢ he marsh land and used for
bulkhead construction. A Federal dredging contract in the Bronx River provided
and placed 5ﬁ,000 cubic yerds of riprap along the face of the earth bulkheading.
Rock excavation along Bastern Boulevard was the source of over 15,000 cubie
yards of riprap'bulkhead. City refuse depesived by Deparvmens of Saniztaition
trucks was confined to the uplands, “he material which is dumped from the coi-
lection trucks is leéeled and compacied To approximate established grades by
heavy caterpillar tractor bulldozers. Clean earth £ill is spread over the refuse
for sanitary reasons. Over 6,000 lineal feset of sarth and riprap bulkheading
now approaching completion extends along the enitire Bronx River and East River
fronteges thus preventing Tlotation and dispersal of the mew fill and affording
a smoo¢hly aligned permanent shore.

Ten million cubic yards of fill are needed v raise ihe entirs area
to finished grades. It is estimated thai scow dumping now in its early stazss
will double the veupo of operations, +Yhe loaded steel barges are anchorsd To
a wooden pile supported rock and sveel Foundaivion which carries the unloading
equipment. A traveling bucket of eleven cubic¢ yards capacity transfers ithe
material from the barges to a hopper on the unloading platform. Tractor drawn

wagon trains are loaded from ihe hbpper and dump the material throughout the



area. 'the process of leveling and compacvion is the same as for truck deposited
waste, It is estimated that the filling operations will be completed in 1944 at
which vime scow dumping will be iransferred to marine Park, Staten Island,
Soundview Park will be completed in 1944 as a Capital improvement,
‘this large shore front neighborhood park lying ai the terminus of che Bronx River
Parkway Bxtension will round out the major recreational needs of the southesashern
section of the Bronx., The future Park has already been instrumental in the build-
ing development of adjacent property and this trend is expected to coniinue,

When the park is completed the following park facilities will be pro-

vided;:

Shore front promenade Three cowfort statvions

Picnic area Four marginal playgrounds
Three overlook areas Court games area

Two athletic fields including 250 Car parking field

concrete vleachers Bench-lined malls, promenades

Field house and walks
Hecreation building Formal end informal tree

planted lawns.
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DEPLRTLENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR REIEASE Monday,

TiLl. REGENT 4-1000 December 22, 1941

The Department o¢f Parks announces the comvletion of two small
sitiing parks adjacent to the Public Baths located at Cherry and Oliver
Streets and Rutgers Place near Jefferson Street, Manhattan. Both sites
have frontages of 26 feet and depths of approximately 100 feet. The par-
cels were condemmed by the City to permit the removal of a 5% story and
& story building and the installation of windows in the sides of the bath-
houses for additional light and air.

The properties thus acquired serve a double purnose by allowing
the develomment of muclh needed sitting areas in this congested lower sec-
tion of downtown Manhattan, Irrigatéd sand pits and drinking fountains
have been included in both areas. Continuous benches have been placed
around the small asphalt surfaced free play areas. The exterior walls
of adjoining buildings have been plastered and painted with White Port-
land Ceitegt Wash to provide additional reflected light to the sitting
areas and bathhouses.

The work was werformed by the Work Frojects Administration

from plans prepared by the Department of Parks.

* % kK ¥
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TEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSERAL, CHNTRAL PARK Pix: 21088 FOR RELELSE __  Monday,
TEL. REGENT 4-1000 21089 December 22, 1941
Blans: ML 37-2100 |
\V\“;O ¥(\ ML 37~2101

The Devartment of Parks announces the completion and opsning
of & new playzcround at the south end of Highbridge 2eil. on the east side
of Bdgzecombe Avenue just north of its intersection with Hariem River Drive-
way. This playsround, one of seven marginal recreational areas along
Zdzecombe Avenue, was built under a large vroject for the gensral recon-
struction of a considerable portion of the park involving new grading,
drainage, irrigation and planting, new playgrounds and comfort station,
fencing, walks, benches and park lighting., It is expected thét these
items will be completed early next year.

The new playground is an asphalt surfaced, fence enclosed
quadrant approximately 1/4 acre in extent, with two gate controlled en-
trances from the Fdgecombe Avenus promenads. Kindergarten swings, slides
end seesaws are provided. 4 sand pit with continuous benches on three
sides is included., Two large existing shade trees were retained within
thie playground arsa,

The work was performed by the Work Projects Administration
from plans prepared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 there were 119
playgrounds in the five boroughs, There are now with this addition 462

playzrounds in the park system,
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DEPARMET] OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELEASE  MONDAY
THEL. REGENY 4-1000 December 22, 1941

The Department of Parks announces the widening of the old four-iane
Hulehinson Hiver Parkway Extension in Pelbham Bay Park between the Wesichester
ounvy Line and the beginning of the new ihree and one-half six-lane parkway
extension opened to traffic on October 11, 1541,

‘ihe old pavenent wivhin vhe City linits consisved of itwo 23 foot wide
concretbe roadways and curbs separaied by a 28 foot wide grass panel, Originally
iv vias made exceptionally wide in anticipation of the need for the curreni im-
provement, ‘the widening was done under two separate consracts prepared by the
Stave Degpartment of Public Yorks and the Deparvment of Parks and was paid for
with State and Civy funds. They provided for the removal of vhe exisving mall
curbs and the addivion of two 11 foot wide lanes vo each roadway. The new curbs
are of whiie cement %o indicaivs clearly the edge of the roadways. New timber
guide railing has been added av points where the outver suoulders slope off
sharply. Cercain Necessary adjustments were made to the existing drainage
gystem o meet the changed conditions and new drainage struciures wers added.
¢he central mall will be seeded with grass next spring.

The recently onened parkway extension »lus this widened section per-
mits an uninverrupeed and safe flow of traffic from vhe Belt Parkway over ihe
Lronz-Whivestone Bridge and ovher arverial connections to vhe parkways of
Westichester, upper New York and Connecticus. Iv has also relieved vhe heavy
flow of mixed sraffic formerly carried by che Eastern Boulevard approach fo

the Triborough Bridge,
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DEPARTIZNT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELEASZ __MONDAY,
TdL. § G"V” 4-1000 DECEMBER 22, 1941

Bids wére opened today by the Devartment of Parks on a contract
for the demolition of existing structures and clearing the site for a new
bulkhead in Battery Park, Boroush of Manhattan.

These preliminary clearin: onerations in preparation for the com-
pilete reconsiruction of the park will be confined to the immediate viecinity
of the existing bulkhead._ The major items of wo:k will include the removal
of the Fire Department buildings and the reinforced concrete and timber
decls and framing of the wharf., The iron wipe railing, stanchions and
mooring devices alonz the face of the wharf will'be salvaged {or renlacement
on the new bulkhead which will be provided under a future contract. The
aliznment will follow closely the existing structure except at the south end
where it will be eftended avproximately thirty feet into the bay and at the
north end where a large nportion of the Pier & boat basin will be eliminated. .

Other items in the contract provide for the removel of granite
fence posts and coping, the cutting or »ulling of all timber piles within
designated areas and the relocation of t.2 gangplank and float %o the
westerly end of the north boat basin.

e contract allows sirzty consecutive asp¥endar days for the com-
pletion of the worke

The three lowest bids were subnitted by the following:

1., John J. Abramsen Company, Inc, 24,811,
864 Whiitlock Avenue, Bronx, N. Y.

2. Albert A. Volk Company R8,533.
1319 Broadway, New York City

3 MNicholas Dillenna & Sons, Ince. 34,904,
1525 Biondell Avenue, EBronx, NeY.
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DEPARTICENT OF PARLS

iRGAAL, CENTRAL PARK POR RELAASE MNOWDAY,
TEL. 'COHT 4-1000 TECH LR 28, 1941

"Bids were ovened today by tue Department of Parks at therﬁrsenal
Building in Central Park on a contract for repairing and cleaning two stone
faced bridges in Central Park, Borous of Manhattan. The work on theae
‘structures which arellocated near Fifth Avenua in the vicinity of 77tk Strest
and 85tk Street represents one vhase of a general prograr under which the en-
tire mnark is being reconstructed or renaired.

The contract nrovides for tie erection of new artificial stone
balusters, wrought iron railings, tponcrete copings, stean cleaning all
stonework and brickwork and nointing un mortar joints.

The three lowest bids were submitted by the following:

1+ Rovert Cook, Inc. $3881.00
250 Bast 43 Street, N.Y{.Ce

Ze Goldberger Congtruction Corp. 3653.00
11 liest 42 Street, LI ¥.C,

3. Zennedy < Smith, Inca 4015.00
131~20 41st Ave., Flushing,l.Y.

* % ok k



DEPARIMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENIRAL PARK FOR RELEASE  SUNDAY

TEL. REGENT 4-100C -
December 21, 1941

The Department of.Parks announces that an extensive program of winter
sports activities has besen arranged for juveniles, sadolescents and adults, in-
cluding carnivals, skiing, ice skating and ccasting.

Two hundred and five park esreas, in all, have been set aside for ice‘
skating throughout the five boroughs. In addition o 27 lakes in thé largs
parks, 15 tennis court areas will be sprayed, 134 wading pools and 29 other
suitable recreavion facilivies will be flooded for this popular winter sSporis
activivy,

Five ice skating carnivels will be held on Saturday, January 10,
1942, 2:00 p.m,, av fhe feollowing locations;

Menhattvan - Conservatory Lake, Ceniral Park, near 72 bireet and
Fifth Avenue

Brooklyn -~ Prospect Park Lake, near Empire Boulsvardé and Lincoln

Road
Queens - Cunningham Park, Union Turnpike and 192 Street, Hollis
Bronx - Van Cortlandt Park Lake, near West 242 Street

Richmond - Clove Lakes, near Viclory Boulevard and Clove Road

These carnivals will feature events for juveniles, juniors and sen-
jors as well as exhibitions of figure, pair and novelty skaiing. OSpecial evenis
will be included for members of the Middle Atlantie Skating Assoceclavion,

A cizy-wide winwer sporis carniv:el will be held on Savurday, January
24, av the Conservatory Lake, Cenuvral rark, at which the first five compevitors
in eech of the boroug.: contests Will be sligible to compete.

Gold, silver and bronze anedals Will bpe awarded vo those Who place

lst, 2nd and 3rd in each event,



‘ ® ®
o-»-.- -

-

An indoor ice skating carnival, exclusively for children up to 14
years of age, wWill iake place am_the {ity Building, Flushing Meadow Park,
Queens, on Tuesday, December 30; from 10 s.m. to 1 p.mi While the program
will include races, the special feature will cdnsist of a masquerade, in
which those children wearing the most attractive costumes, will receive
prizegs. 0f course, all the participants will bs admitted free of charge,
but snectators will have to pay the.usual adniission fee of 1l¢g.

wentvy nine hills in the various parks of the five boroughs have
been designated for coasting, togevher with fifteen arsas suitable for ski~
ing.

In vhe evenu of spow, a convest in snow sculpture anc snow archi-
tecture will be ﬁeld on oaturdsy, Japuary,l?7, at 2 p. m. Prizes will be
awarded to the winners,

The attached list indicaces the respective park sreas for ice

skating, skiing and coasting.
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DEPARTHENT OF PARKS

CITY OF WEW YORK
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ICE SKATING ARELS 1941-1942

MANHATTAN (37)

LAKES (4) 59. Strect Lake, Central Park , ncar Fifth ‘venue
72 Street and West Drive Lake, Central Park
Conservatory Leke, 72 Strect and 5 Avenue, Central Park
Loke, North of 79 Street snd Trensverse Road, Central Park

TENNIS COURTS 93 Strect and West Drive, Central Park

FLOODED /RE;S Eest River Drive end Broome Strect
(2} Riverside Drive and 148 Street

WADING PCOLS  Carl Schursz Playground, East 84 Strcet cnd East Bnd Lvenuc

Colonial Flayground, West 152 Street 2nd Bredhurst lvenue
(30) DeWitt Clinton Playground, Yest 52 Strect ond 11 iLvonuc
Fte Tryon Playground, Broadway znd Dyckmen Strect
Gulick Playground, Columbioa, Sheriff ¢nd Broome Strects
Hemilton Place Playground, West 141 Streszt end Hemilfon Place
Highbridge-167 Strest Playground, West 187 Stre:t and Edgecomb dves
Highbridgc-180 Strect Playground, West 180 Strect ond Amsterdem ive.
Highbridge-189 Strcet FPlayground, West 189 Street end fmsterdem ive.
do Hood Wright Pleyground, ™-st 173 Strezt end Ft. Washington sve.
Eclly Playground, West 17 Stroct bets 8th ¢nd 9th Lvenues
McCroy Playground, Wost 138 Stroct bet. 5th and Lenox dvenucs
Mt. Morris Eest Playground, East 120 Strect and Madison Avenuc
Mte Morris West Playeround, "est 122 Strect cnd Nethen Dovis Place
Riversidc-75 Stre-t, West 75 Stre:t end Henry Hudson Parkwoy
Riversidc«87 Strect, West 97 Stroct cnd Henry Fudson Perlway
Riversidc~102 Street, West 102 Strect ond Henry Hudson Porlwey
Rumscy FPlayground, 72 Strc:t ond Erst Drive in Central Pork
Rooscvelt Fleyground, Forsythc and Broome Strocts '
Ste Gabricl!'s Playground, Fast 35 Strcct, between 1lst and 2nd iLvenues
" 8te Nicholas Playground, ™, 141 Strcct ond St. Nicholas svcs

Sevard Playground, East Broodway cond Canel Strect
Thomas Jefferson Playground, Best 114 Strcot end Pleasent avenue
Tompkins Square Playground, -.venus "." and Esst 10 Strect
Yorkville Playground, East 101 Strcet between 2nd end 3rd Jvenucs.
Playground, 83 Rooscvclt Strect
Playground, Wecst 130 Strest ond Fifth iLvenue
Morningside=123 Streot Playground, Forningside Avonuc and 123 Street
Poyson Avenue Playground, Payson fivenus end Dyelmen Strect
Corlcars Playground, Cherry snd dJackson Strects




LAKES

TENNIS COURTS

FLOCDED ARELS

(10)

WADING POOLS

(45)

¢ e

BROOKLYN (57)

Prospcet Park Lake
Fort Grecne Park, Myrtlc ivenue ond Ste Edwards Street

Atlantic Avenuc and Limvood Strcct (4spholt boschball ficld)

Bushwick Playground, Putnam and Knickerbocker ives. (Lsphelt bascbell
fizld)

Dougless end 3rd .venue (iLsphalt buscball fiszld)

Dykcr Beach Park, 86 Strecet and 7 dvermce (Pond on golf coursc)

Kelly Mcmorial Pleyground, iLvc. S and E, 14 St. (isphelt bescbsoll
f£icld)

Lincoln Terracc Park, Buffualo & E. Now York ave. (isphc 1t bascball
ficléd)

McKinley Park, Fto. Hemilton Perkwey end 75 St. (Boys playground)

Red Hook Reercation Center, Clinton & Bay Sts. (Roller skoting arce)

Scth Low Ployground, Bey Parkwey & ivce P (isphalt baschall ficld)

McCarrcn Park, Driges ivce and lorimcr Street (Children's playground)

Avenue L and Bast 18 Strect Playground

Bill Brown Mcmoriol Plavground, Becdford wvsnuc ¢nd .venuc X
Blakc and Euclid dvcnucs Playground

Bushwick Park, Knickcrbockcr cnd Putnam isvenucs

Carroll Park, Smith end Carroll Streccts

City Park, Flushing ..vonuc ond Nevy Street

Crispus Attucks Playground, Fulton Street end Classon .venus
Dahill Rosd and 38 Strcet Ph yground

Dreier Offerman Playground, Cropsey Jvenue end 27 .venue
Ft. Hamilton Parkway and 52 Street Playground

Fte. Hamilton High School, Colonial Road and 83 Street
Greenpoint FPlayground, Commercial and DuPont Streets
Heckscher Playground, Grove Street and Wilson Avenue
Hopkinson Avenue and Marion Street Playground

Howard Avenue, Pacific and Dean Streets Flayzground
Jas.J, Byrne Memorial Playground, 3 Street snd 4 Avenue
Lafayette and Reid Avenues Flayground

Leiv Eiricksson Playground, $6 Street and 8 Avenue

Lynch Street and Lee Avenue Playeround

McKibben Flayground, McKibben and White Streets
MeLaughlin Playground, Tillary and Jay Streets

Marine Park, Marine FParkway and Fillmore Avenue

Marine Playground, Gerritsen Avenue and Avenue X

Neptune Avenue and West 28 Street Playground

New Lots Playground, Riverdale Avenue end Sackman Street
New Utrecht Avenue and 70 Street Playsround

Ocean Parkway and Avenue P Playground

Owls Head Park, Colonial Road and 67 Street

Pitkin and New Jersey Avenues Playground

Prospect eand Greemwood Avenues Playground

Frospect Park West and 11 Street Flayground

Prospect Place and Underhill Avenue Playground

Riverdale and Snediker Avenues Playground

Schermerhorn Street and 3 Avenue Playground

Sheriden Flayground, Grand Sirest end Wythe Avenue
Shiplacoff Playground, Pitkin Avenue snd Fowell Street
South 3rd and Berry Streets Playground

Stephen A, Rudd Playground, Bushwick Avenue and Aberdeen Street



LAKES (13)

TENNIS COURTS

(8)

FLOODED ARBAS

{22)

* e

BROOKLYN ( conts)

Stillwell Avenus and Avemue U Playground

Taaffe Place and Park Avenue Playground

Tenth Avenue and 42 Street Playground

Tompkins Park, Tompkins and Lafayette Avenues

Union and Van Brunt Sitreets Flayground

Vandervoort and Cherry Strests Flayground

Williamsburg Housing, Manhatten Avenmue and Scholes Streetb

* 0k ok ok ¥ % %

QUEENS (75)

Alley Pond Park Lake, World's Fair Blvd. & Douglaston Pkway, Hollis
Alley Pond Pionic Lake, Grand Central Parkwsay, 233 Strect, Hollis
Bowne Park Lake, 158 Street and 32 Avenue, Flushing

Baisley Park Lake, Sutphin Blwvd., 125 St., opp. 153 St., Baisley Park
Brookville Park Lake, Brookviile Blvd. and 143 Avenue, Rosedele
Crocheron Park Lake, 35 Avenue and 214 Flece, Bayside

Jackson Pond, 108 Street and 30 Avenue, Richmond Hill

Kissena Lake, Qsk Avenus and Kissena Blvd., Flushing

Linden Park Lake, 41 Avenue and 103 Street, Corona

Oakleand Lake, Alley Pond, Hollis

Pea Pond, Hollis Court Blvde. =nd Grand Central Parkway, Hollis

Capt. Tilly Park Lake, Highland Avenue, 85 Ave,, 165 Strect, Jamaica
Twin Ponds, Brookville Blvd. end Merriok Road, Rosedals

Adams, Centervills, 102-103 Strect, Ozone Park

Alley Pond Park, Grand Central Parkwey, Winchester Blvd., Hollis
Astoria Park, 25 to 21 Avenus, Astoria '
Brookville Park, Brookville Blvd,, snd So, Conduit Highway, Roscdslc
Cunningham Park, Union Turnpike, opposite 192 Street, Hollis
Wayanda Park, Hollis Avenuc and Springficld Blvd., Hollis

Woodhaven Playground, 89 Avenue and 90 Strect, Woodhaven

Baisley Park, Sutphin Blvd, and 125 Streect, Baisley Park

Atlantic Avenue and 88 Strect, Ozone Park (Softball arza) .

95 Street and 125 Street, Richmond Hill (gemss erca end handball cts.;

Brosdway and 78 Strest, Jackson Heights (Roller Skating)

Braddock Avenue and 240 Street, Quezns Village (Softball area)

Chisholm Park, Poppenhausen Ave., & 115 St,, College Pt. (Roller skat~
ing area

Grover Cleveland, Grandview Avcnue & Stanhope St., Ridgewood (Soft-
ball erca)

Corona 111 Street, 46 Ave., & 111 St., Corone (Softball area}

Flushing Memorial, 25 Ave, & 149 St,, Flushing (Handball courts)

Glendale, 78 Avenue & 74 Streect, Glendsle (Games grea)

Jackson Heights Plgde., 84 St. & 30 Ave,, Jackson Heights (Handball Cts

Liberty Park, Liberty Avcs & 172 St., Jamaica (Paddle tennis courts)

Marconi Plgd., 155 St. & 108 Ave., Jamaica (Softball area)

Maurice Plgd., Maurice, Borden =and 54 Aves., Maspeth (Games area)

O'Connell Plgd., 113 Ave, & 156 S5t., 5t. Albans (Handbal 1 courts)

Rockaway, Boardwalk & 80 Strect, Rockaway

Riis Park, Neponsit (Parking field)

30th Road, 45 Street and 30 Rozd, Astoria (Softbsll area)



WADING POOLS
| (32)

LAKES (3)

TENNTS COURTS

(3)

FLOODED [.RE.S

(4)

® o L]

QUEE NS (cont,)

Thomson Hill, 47 Avenue and 45 Strect, Sunnyside (Gemes areca, upper )

Tudor Field, 8C Strect snd N. Conduit Ave,, So. Ozone Park (Soft-
ball area)

Vietory Field, Woodhaven Blvd, ond Myrtle Ave,, Glendalc

Von Dohlen Plgd., 138 Strect ond Archer Ave.,, Jamaica (Handbell cts,)

Woodhaven, 89 Avenue & 90 Street, Woodhaven {Softball erca)

Atlantic Avenue and 88 Street, Ozone Par': .

95 Avenue and 125 Strest, Richmond Hill

Benninger Playrround, Madison Ave, & Fresh Pond Roed, Ridgewood
Braddock Playground, Braddock Avenue & 240 Street, Quecns Village
Cleveland Playground, Grandview Avenue snd Stanhope St., Ridgewood
Corona 111 Strect = 111 Strect and 46 fvenue, Corona

Dry Harbor Playground, 80 Strect and Myrtle Avenue, Glendale
Francis Lewis Playground, 3 Ave., 147 Street to Parson Blvd., Whitestc
Glendale Playground, 78 Avenme snd 74 Strect, Glendals

Hirchland Lower Flayground,Jamaica Ave. & Elton St., Cypress Hills
Jackson Pond Playground, 108 Strect end Myrtle ivenue, Richmond Hill
Jackson Heights Pleyground, 84 Strect and 30 Ave., Jackson Heights
Jemeica 179 Flacs Playground, off Jameica Avenuec, Jamcica

Junction Blvd, Plasyground, Junction Blvd, ond 34 &vc., Corcns
Juniper Valley Flayground, Dry Herbor Roed, 74 St, 62 :sve, Rego Park
Liberty fivernue and 102 Strect, Ozone Park

Liverty Park, Liverty Avenue cnd 173 St., 106 Avc., Jameicsm

Martins Field, 164 Strect snd Gucens Lvenue, Flushing

Morconi Playground, 155 Strect, 108 fvenue, Jamaioca

Maurice Playeround, Maurice and Borden fve., 54 lve., laspeth
Newtown Playground, 56 Avenuc end 92 Strest, Elmhurst

O0tConnor Playground, 32 Avenuc ahd 210 Strect, Bayside

CtConnell Plavground, 113 ivenue, 196 Strcct, St, Albans
Qucensbridge Pleyground, Vornon Blvd & Bridge Plaza N., L. I. G,
30th Road PFleyground, 30 Road and 45 Strect, Jlstoria

Thomson Hill Flsyground, 47 ivenuc and 43 Strcet, Sunnyside

Triboro 66B Flayground, Hoyt ivenue and 21 Strect, Long Island City
Triboro 66F Flayground, Hoyt ivenue end 2 ave., Long Island City
Van "yck Playground, 111 Avenue ond 134 Strect, Ozonc Park

Von Dohlen Playground, 138 Strect end Jrcher ivenue, Jamaicsa
Windmuller, Woodside Jwenue znd 54 Strect, Woodside

¥hitcstone Ny B., Hurd ivces, 17 Road, 20 Avenue, Whitestone

* % & ok % ok %
BRONX (33)

Bronx Fark, Twin Lakes, north of Mosholu Parkway, east of Webster Ave.
Crotona Park Loke, Crotona Park Rast end East 173 Strect
Van Cortlandt Park Loke, 242 Strcct, cast of Brocdway

Bronx Park East, Bronx Park Eest end Bredy dvenue
St. James Park, Jeromc fivenuc =nd East 192 Strect
Ste Mary!s Bast, Trinity Avenuc end Best 145 Stroet

Pclham Bay Park, Pelham Parkwey, Bastern Blvd. & Middletown Rocd
Waterbury, Edison end LaSalle Avenues Playground (Softball ficld)
Watson, Gleason ond Noble vcnucs Ployground (Softball ficld)
Clercmont Park, Bast 170 St. and Cley Lvce (Roller skating crce)



WADING POOLS
(23}

LAKRS (8)

TEN¥IS COURTS

(2)

FLOODED ARLLAS

WADING POOLS
(4)

* o

BRONZX (cont,)

‘Mullely Playground, Jerome ivenus and Bast 166 Street

Cleremont Park Playground, East 170 Street and Cleoy Lwenue

Ste Mary's West Playground, St. 4nn's fvenue and Best 146 Strect
Williemsbridge Playground, East 208 Strect and Bainbridge ives
Zimmerman Playgrouwnd, Olinville ivenue, s. of Britton Strec

Van Cortlandt S. Flayground, Ven Cortlindt Strect ond 240 Strect
Pelham Bay Plgd., #1 = Eastcrn Blvd, Willow Lane and Buhre ave.
Crotona Park, Plgd. #5 - Crotona Park Eest, snd Bast 173 Strcct
Crotona Park Flgd., #7 « Crotona Park Bast and Charlotte Strect

‘Ft. Schuyler Park Playground - Pennyficld ivenuc and Shorc Drive

Devoe Park, East Flayground, University fivenue and East 188 Strect
Ciccerone Flayground, Eest 188 Street and Hughes 4venue
Eest 166 Strect and Morris ivenue Playground
Eest 178 Strect ond Cedar and Sedgwick svenues Playground
East 167 Strcct aend 8tebbins Jwenue Flayground
Yast 182 Street and Belmont avenue Flayground
East 141 Street and Brook ivenue Playground
Ceuldwell ‘venue between Bast 161 Strect and Eest 163 Strecet Pleda
Eest 136 Strect end ilexender iLvenue Pleyground
Fest 177 Strect end Noble Street Playeround
Watson, Glcason end Noblc .venucs Playground
Watcrbury, Bdison snd LaSalle Avcnues Playground
Bronx Park Fast end Waring .vcnue Pleyground
ok ok ok % sk %

RICHMOND (13)

Brooks Pond, Slosson ivenue, off Clove Roed

Clove Leke #2, Vietory Boulcverd

LaTourette Pond, Roeklend avenuc end Forcst Hill Roed
Mortling's Pond, Slosson sAvenuc and Clove Road
Willowbrook Leake, Richmond ivenuc and Victory Boulevard
Wolfe's Pond Park, Holton and Cornelia ivainues

Silver Leke Park, Hart Boulcverd end Reverc Strect
Welkcr Park, Bard ond Davis wvenue

Silver Leke Golf Course, Victory Boulevard (Parking .rca)
Clove Lekes FPlayeround, Victory Boulevard end Clovc Road
De Matti Pleyground, Tompkins .vonuc, Roscbank

Levy Flayground, Jewett and Costlcton svenucs
MeDonald FPlayground, Forest ivcnue end Broadway

* % ok ow K ok ¥



' CITY OF NEW YORK
DEP.RTMENT OF P.RKS
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SKIING . ND CO.STING .RE.S
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SETING LOCATIONS:

MANHLTTLR

Central Park Section of #¢ (Cedar Hill), 79 Strect and East Drive
Section of #3 (Burns Lawn), 79 Streect and West Drive

BROOKLYN

Prospect Park Scuthwest of Music Stand Empire Boulevard Entrance
Sugar Bowl Hill Prospect Park W & 9 8%, Ent,
Tennis House Hil Prospeet Park ™, & 9 St,
QUEENS
Crocheron Park 35 Avenue, 214 Place, Bayside

Forest Perk Golf Course 3rd Tee, down inte 2nd Feirway for Beglnncrs
4th Feirway for Expcricnced Skiicrs

Kisszna Park Golf Course .Jrea dzsisnctsd by Supcrvisor of Porlk Opcration when
ther- is sufficicnt snow.

£1lley Pond Motor Perkway From Horcee Harding Blvd. to salley Pond Fark

BRONX

Van Cortlendt Park Golf Coursc 18th Tcc and Foirway

RICHMODND

Silver Lake Golf Course Forcst Svenuc and Silver Lake Park Rondwey (7th Fairway)

LaTourette Golf Course Rooklend .wvenuc (2nd, 14th end 18th Feirweys)

w ok ok ok ow R ok K X

COASTING HILI.S:

MANRFATT LN

Centrel Park 83 St, & FEast Drive, North of Puscum of irt
7% St. & East Drive, short run for smell childron
72 St, & Bast Drive (Pilgrim Hill), SW, of Conscrvetory lLeke
79 St. & Best Drive (Ccdor Hill)
72 St., north of Bost Housc, short run ncer Mein Drive
60 St. & Wcst Drivc, ncor Heokscher Plavground
72 Streot rnd ™est Drive
79 Strezt rnd ®est Drive (Burns Leown) S. of Trensversc Roed
72 Strecat & Best Drive, SE, of Conscrvetory Lake
99 Stre-t off 5 Svonue (Bast Meodow)




Henry Hudson Parkwoy

Je Hood Wripght Park

Prospecet Park

Crocheron Park

Chisholm Park

Forzst Paork

Kisscna Golf Course

Highlend Park

Ven Cortlond® Park Golf

-2"

73 Strc:t 4t 108 S5t,
83 St., cast of Playground From 116 to 120 Sts.

Section of hill locatcd on Heven s4venuc side of perk
Coasting from West to Eest

BRCOKLYN

Southwest of Musie Stand Sugor Bowl Hill

Tennis House Hill §¥. of Morylond Mem,

Hill southcost of 1st Strcet ond Prospocet Pork West
QUEERNS

35 Avenue ond 214 Flaoc, Bayside

Poppenhousen Jvenuc ond 115 Strect, College Point

01d 18th Tee of Golf Coursc, Mein Drive below Golf Housc,
ncer B2 Street, Woodheven

Arca designoted os suitable by Supervisor of Park Operation
when there is sufficicnt snow.

Lowcr holf of Snoke Hill from the turn to Jamcicaavernuc,
oppositc Elton Strcct, Brooklyn

BRONX

Course

Bronx River Porkwoy

Silver lLoke Golf Coursc

LeTourctte Golf Course

18th Tec rnd Foirwey
FEest 2268 Street

RICHMOND

Forcst ivenue rnd Silver Leke Park Rondway (7th Fairwsy)

Rocklrnd Svemic (2nd, l4th and 18th Foirwoys)

® ok ok ol B ool o Kk
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DEPARTVENT OF PARKS S“"‘*"““‘f

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK . FOR RELBASE Fvemacar ,
TEL. REGENT 4=1000 December ?'..6',' 194"
29,

The Park Department announces that ceremonies in connection with

B i{venty-one Christmas trees, which are beingz erected and decorated in

parks throughout the five bhorousghs, will take place on Ewidey, December T
at 5300 P, M, A special prozram will be held at the principal trses in sach
borough, which will be at City Hall Pari, Manhattan; Borough Hall Park,

CE«.&W .
Broolilyn; Joyece Kilmer Park, The Bronx; Queensborou&,h Hall, Kew Garden:sf, and
Borough Hall, Richmond.

At C:Ltz Hall Pam, the ceremoniss will start at 5:0C P. ki, and will

_,_....---""' .............

f‘—b;dbroadcast over Station WHYC. L-.ayor IaGuard?l-:éﬂ will throw the switch that

will light the tree at 5i25 Pv K., officially starting Wew Yeyk City's obser-
= &4 4 -~
po and MNew-

vance of the Christimas season. Borough FPresident Stairbepmme
bold Morris, President of the Council, will also participate in the exercises.
Selections will be played by the Department of Parks' Band and Christmas
Carols will be sung by the Police Devartment's Gles Club, and the Boys Choir
of Saint Cecilia's Church. Borough Presidents Casghmore, Eamley_,.Ly.ons and
Palma will light the trees in tiweir respective boroughs where exsrcises will
be conducted under the direction of the Borough Park Directors who have ar-
ranzed approvriate programs,

A special decorative schemse .has been desizned for the Park Department
Headquarters at The Arsenal, Central Park, which will depiect the Three Wise

Lien proceeding to the St.ar in the East, centered in a holly wreath ten feet

in diameter, %‘d"’giﬁ“ cbiihy, oot Mﬁ rﬂL” s aﬂu \C-on? tfﬁ
At Ctrpos dfaz'-mé:% ; e m,«&/
The trees will be 1it each eveding fron}‘ to 00—+, un-

$il January 8. Christmas trees will be erected at the following locations:



Bronx

Brooklyn

Richmond

[t o QMWQW'&M--- ta

City Hall Park

Conservatory Garden -~ 104 to 105 Streets and Fifth Avenue
Thomas Jefferson Park « Firabt Avenue and 111l Street

Roosevelt Fark - Forsyth and Canal Streets

Fort Tryon Park - Rivergide Drive, Broadway and Dyckman Street
Carl Schurz Park - 85 Street and Bast End Avenwe

Mt. Morris Park - Fifth Avenus and 124 Street

Bellevue Hogpital - East River Drive and 26 Street

Joyee Wilmer Park - 181 Street and Grand Concourse
St. dMary!'s Park ~ St. Ann's Avenue and East 144 Street
St. James Park - Bast 191 Street and Jerome Avenue

Borough Hall

Grand Army Plaza - Prospect Pari

Leiv Tiriksson Park ~ 67 Street between 4th and 3th Avenues
MeCarren Park - Driggs 4venue and Lorimer Street

Queensborousl Hall - Hew Garderns

Hing Park - Jamaica Avenue and 151 Street

Flushing Park - HWorthern Boulevard and Main Street
Forest Parl - Park Lane South and 108 Siresetb
Highland Park - Jamaica Avenue and Elton Street

Borouzh Hall ~ Bay Street and Borough glace

c
in Tormer yea
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DEPARTIENT O0F PARKS

Arsenal, Central Fark FOR REIZASE __  SBaturday,
Tel, RBgent 4-1000 Decenher 20, 1941

The annval Christmas exhibit of the ssason's flowers
are on exhibition in the Greenhouse in Prospect Park at Prospect
Pari: Viest and 9t Street, Brooklyn,

This yearts display and exhibit comyrises over 2,000
Poinsettis nlants in three varieties, white, pink, and red. Some
of these Poinsettia measure twelve inches in diameter. In addi-
tionihere are various groupings of other flowering nlants inters
spaced. Some of these are the attractive and well lmown Cyclemen
and Christmas cherries.

The exhibit will be ovnen every day from December 21 to
January 2, from 10 A, K. to 4 P. M, and the Park Departmenrt ex-

tends a cordial invitation to the public to view the disnlav.

* ok ok ok ok
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DEPARTIENT OF PARKS

ARSERAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR REIEASE _ Friday,
T2L. REGENT <-1000 ' Decerber 19, 1941

At 3 P, i, Friday evening, December 19, the Corps of Cadets
of La Salle Yilitary academy will present its annuval winter drill and
reviey in the City Buildinz at Flushing l.eadow Park.

in past years it has been the vractice to hold \this annual re-
view in one of the city armories. Becauss of the national defense situa-
tion no amory was available %o the academy this vear and the Farlk De-
nartment agreed to alleow the review to be held in the City Building so
that these young, prosnective officers, could carry through their annual
orogram winich at this time, of course, is more important than ever.

To accommedate the review it will be necessary to closs the
roller and ice skating rinks from the end of the evening sessicn on
Thursday to the afternoon session on Saturday. Both rinks will be re-
opened to the public at 2 P. 1M, on Saturday, December 20th.

The program of everts is as follows:

Dattalion Review
Fanual of Arms Commatition
Calisthenics Exhibit
Silent Drill Exhibition
Ceremony of Formal Guard lMount
Retreat Parade
Fresentation of Awsards
The Seventh Regiment Band will furnish the music and the Corps

will be reviewed by Majox General William Ottman, Commanding General of

the New York Guard.



The following officers of the Hegular frmy will act es judges
in the various competiftlive events!

Lisutenant Colonel Glenn 4. Ross

Lisutenant Colonel Timoteo Sapi«~Bosch
Lieutenant Colonel B. T. Fay, U. S. Marine Corps
liajor Cleo Z. Shugart

llajor auzust J, Resnier

. EOH R R K



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
. ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELEASE __ Thursday,
TEL. REGENT 4-1000 December 18, 1941

The Park Department announces that ceremonies in comnection with
the twenty-one Christmas trees, which are beinz erected and decorated in

parks throughout the five boroughs, will take place on Friday, December 19,
at 5100 Ps Mo A special program will be held at the principal trees in each
borough, which will be at City ﬁall Park, Manhattan; Borough Hall Park,
Brooklyn; Joyce Kilmer Park, The Bronx; Queensborough Hall, Kew Gardens, and
Borough Hall, Richmond.

At City Hall Park, the ceremonies will start at 5100 P. k. and will
be broadcast over Station W¥YC. DIayor LaGuardia will throw the switch that
will 1light the tres at 5:25 P. 1., officially starting Few York City's obser-
vance of the Christmas season. Borough FPresident Stanley M. Isaacs and New-
bold Meorris, President of the Council, will also particirate in the exercises.
Selections will be nlayed by the Department of Parks' Band and Christmas
Carols will be sung by the Police Devartment's Glee Club, and the Boys Choir
ol Saint Ceciliia's Church. Borough Presidents Cashmore, Harvey, Lyons and
Palma will light the trees in their respective boroughs where exercises wWill
be conducted under the direction of the Borough Park Directors who have ar-
ranged approvriate prograns.

A special decorative. scheme has been designed for the Park Department
Headquarters at The Arsenal, Central Park, which will depict the Three Wise
¥en proceeding to the Star in the East, centered in a holly wreath ten feet
in diameter.

The $rees will bs 1it each evening from 4:30 P. k. to 2:00 AL, un-

t1il Janwary 2. Christmas trees will be erected at the following locations:



Manhattan: City Hall Park
Conservatory Garden - 104 to 105 Streets and Fifth Avenue
Thomag Jeffergon Park -« First Avenue and 111 Street
Roosevelt Park - Forsyth and Canal Streets
Fort Tryon Park - Riverside Drive, Broadway and Dyckman Streei
Carl Schure Park - 83 Street and Bast End Avemuwe
Mt. Morris Park - Pifth Avenue and 124 Strseet
Bellevue Hospital ~ East River Drive and 26 Street

Bronx Joyce {ilmer Park -~ 161 Street and Grand Concourse

5t. Kary's Park - 8%. Ann's Avenue and East 144 Street

St. James Park - East 191 Street and Jerome Avenue
Brooklyn Borough Hall

Grand Army Plaza -~ Prospect Park

Leiv Biriksson Park ~ 67 Street between 4th and 5th Avenues

liecCarren Park - Driggs Avenue and Lorimer Street
queens QGueensbeorouzh Hall - Lew Gardens

Hing Park -~ Jamaica Avenue and 151 Strest

Flushing Parx - Horthern Boulevard and Main Street

Forest Park - Park Lane South and 108 Streetl

Highland Park -~ Jamaica Avenue and Elton Street

Aichmond Borouzh Hall - Bay Street and Boroush Place

As in former years the Triboroush Bridge Authority has srected larze
nristmas trees at the $oll booths at each of its five bridzes: Triborough,
Harine Parkway, Cross Bay, Bronx-Whitestone and Henry Hudson, as well as one

in front of their Administraticn Building on Randall's Island.
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... DEPIRTIENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELZASE _ Wednesday, . _
TEL, REGET 4-1000 December 17, 1941

The Devartment of Parks announces that the children of Park Depart«
ment playzrounds will »erticivate in specially ,nrensred Qhristmas programs of
recreational activities, beginning Wednesday, December 17, and ruaning through
Wednegday, December 3l.

~While the spirit of paiety will predominate all the programs, tae
sinzing of patriotic songs, pledzes of allegiance and salute to tie Flag will
be ineluded.

The singing of well kmowii Christmas carols,-folk dancing, pusnpet and
magic shows, dramatic productions voriraying subjects anpropriate to the ¥ule-
tide season, concerts by children's orchestras and recitations will also fomm
part of the program. Of course, Christmas parties, accompanied by group genes,
refresiments, decoration of Christmas trees, visits by Santa Claus, the ex-
chanze of gifts amongz the playcround children will also be included in the
list of events.

Christmas trees have been provided by the Park Department for 52 cen~
trally loccted playsrounds throughout the five boroughs. Leny of the Mothers?
Clubs have made arrangerents for trees at tho other recreational arcas. &all of
these trees will be properly decorated and lichted for the varties.

Iargze treesg will bo erected and illuminated at the following locga: .-

tions in each borough during the Christmas holidays.

Hannattan City Hall Park, Broadway and Murray Stroet
Conservatory Garden, 104 Strest and Fifth Avenue
Themas Jefforson Park, First Avenue and 111l Street

Roosevelt Pari, Block 7, Forsyth and Canal Stroets
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Lanhattan (Continued)

Brooklyn

Bronx

e e

Queens

Richmond

Mount dorris Park, centor ling of Fifth Avenue, top of hill,
120 Street

Fort Tryon Park, Pyclman and Broadway

Qarl Schurg Park, 85 Stroet and Bast Fnd Avenuc

Dorougzh Hall Park, Fulton and Joralemon Streets

Grand Arnay Plaza, Prospect Park, Flatbush Avenus and Union Street
Isiv Biriksson Park, 67 Street, betwoen‘Fourth and Fiftl Avenuos
McCarren Park, Driggs Avenue and lorimer Stroet

Joyce Kilmer Park, 161 Streot and Grand Concourse

St. Mary's Park, St. Ann's Avenue and EBast 144 Strect

St., James Park, center of oval Lawn, Jorome Avenue and East 193 St.
Borough Hall, Queens Boulevard and Union Turnpike

King Park, Jamaica Avenue and 151 Street

Flushing Park, Northern Boulevard ard Main Stroet

Forost Park, Park Lanc South and 108 Stroet

Highland Park, Jemaica Avenuc and Elton Street

City Building, Flushing Meadow Park, in front of fountain niches
City Building, Flushing eadow Park, inside building, betweon rinis

Borough Hall, 3ay Stroet and Borough Place

Special ceremonies will be held in connection with the initial

lighting of those trees sct up at City Eall, Manhatten, and at the Borough

Ball in Brooklyn, Queens and Richmond; while the ceramony in the Bronx will

take placs at Joyece Kilmor Park, 161 Street and Grand Concourse.

% % k%
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DEPARTMENT CF PARKS : ' :
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK _ For ReleaseNednesday,
~  TEL. REGEMY 4-1000 Dacember 17, 1941
Py
. t -
Nw‘ﬁ’ mﬂ The Department of Parks annour.lces that Gene Tunney, former Wo;'ld s Heavy~

210{ ¢ weight Champion, has offered to serve in an advisory capacity in comnection with a

kawﬁoxing prosram for young men and boys over fourteen years, which will be inauzurated

7""7?’ for the first time atl nine Fark recreation buildinzs located in the various 'boroughs,
et ———_—— .

ﬁf(hr“ comnmencing Wednesday, December 17, Mr. Tunney has agreed to do this, not only be-

> 1057 cause of his interest in the svort, but because of his interest in Few York's muni-

RRYS ony cipal gymnagia, where he did much of his early training. The Department hopes in
21070 this way to »rovides additional recreation for the alder boys and young men and, at
e _ _

Preeery the same time, give the older people in the commaunity the opportunity to see some

wilobl ,
e 0T $he exhibitiona.

f%:{;g;vﬁ After intensive training during the winter months, the regular partici-
ejii}lgfﬁﬁgnts at these boxing sessions will be eligible to compete in a city-wide toumament .
leading up o chempionship bouts next spring, at which prizes will be awarded to the
winners., Mr, Bernard Gimbsel, president of Gimbel Brothers department store, an
ardent promoter of sports, and former améteur champion, has consented to donate
gome of the prizes for the city-wide tournament.

Park personnel, chosen to aonduet this program because of their past ex-
nerience in the boxing field, have just completed a six-weeks review course in thé
methods of teaching the fundamentals of the art of self-defonse.

¥hile some boxing champicns may be developsd at these sessions, the main
purpose of pye progran will be to enhance the physical well being of young men in
wholeéeme surroundings.

To insure skill in boxing, special emphasis will be placed on those ex-
ercises aﬁd calisthenic drills which bring sbout the neceasary coordination between
mind and muscle, agility in movement and quiclkness of pérception. This will be fol-
lowed by instrudtions on the punching bag, footwork, and various styles of boxing.

A1]1 the necessary egquioment will be provided by the Park Department, such
as: boxing gloves, punching begs, akipping ropes, mats, rings, first aid material,etfc

The boxing centers are located as follows:

MANEATTAN Gymnasium ~ 342 Bast 54 Street
Gymasium - 407 West 28 Street :
Colonial Play Center - Bradhurst Avenue and West 145 Strest
Thomas Jefferson Play Center -~ Bast 111 Strest & First Avenue

BROOXLYN Mcca;rren Play Center - Driggs Avenue and Lorimer Street
JUBENS Astoria Play Cén‘ber, 19 Street opposite 23 Drive
Jackson Heights Playground - 25 Avenue and 84 Street
BRONX Crotona Park Pia.y Center - East 173 Street and Fulton Avenue
RICEMOND Cromwell Play Center Pier #6 ~ lurray Hulbert Avenue, Tompkinsville

* ¥ W
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR REIEASE  Tuesday,
TEL. REGHENT 4-1000 _ December 16, 1941

The Department of Parks announces the opening of a reconstructed
vlayground and a new sitting area on the two plots bounded by Bay Parkway,
4venue P and West 12th Street, Brooklyn. The reconmstructed and enlarged 43
acre playzround is senarated by Stillwell Avenue from the new'% acre sitiing
ares developed on the intersection triangle known as Bealin Square,

| This old residential section is closely vacked with 2-3 story homes
and 6 gtory apartments along Bay Paricsay. The recreation facilities will
also serve the school children attending Seth Low High School located oppo-
gite the playground on West 12th Streete.

The old layout, retained with some alterstions and additions, con-
tained two asphalt surfaced play apparatus areas on each side of a central
brick comfort statioﬁ and concrete wading pool. An interior walk bordered
the playzround in the center of a 60 foot tree and shrub planted grass strip
paralleling the street sidewalk along Bay Parkway and West 12th Street;
leaving an undeveloned and unkempt dirt surfaced triangular portion at the
south end. Bealin triangle, directly across Stiilwell ivenue, dirt surfaced
and supporting a fow sireet trees, was unimproved.

The kindergarten area hag been reduced in size and resurfaced.

The existing seesaws and swings wera relocated to permit a better organiza-
tion with the new slides, irrizated sand pit and extensive continuous
benches. The gpace alony West 12th Street adjacent to the school has been
provided with new swings, slides and an excrcise unit,

The wading pool and comfort station area required minor revisions

to tie in with tho roconstructed court games arsa to the south.
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This section which partly overlaps the former unimprovgd portion,
in addition to the existing combination baskotball and volleyball court
added four new paddle tennis courts within the same chain link enclosure.
A rectangular offset oxtending to Avenue P contains two concrets surfaced
handpall courts protected by 16 foot high chain link fencing.

The new addition hag been provided with a bituminous paved soft-
ball diamond. A hooded backstop and complete 12'-16' fence enclosure is
included, This srea may be used for roller skating and flooded for ice
skatinge

4 new concrote sidowalk centercd on two new block-vaved, troe~
planted mulls was constructed along Avenue P and Stiliwell Avenuc so lo-
cated as to permit future widening of the latter.

Ths new sitting arca on the triangle west of Still well Avenue
has been given tho typical sidewalk troatment consisting of concrate
houndary walk bordercd by block panels and trees. The interior, surfaced
with asohal$, contains 300 lincal foet of tree shadod benches.

The work was performed by tho Work Projects Administration from
plans prenared by tho Denartment of Parkse In 1934 thore were 119 play- -
grounds in the five boroughs; 62 of which havoe boon reconstructed. Thers

are now 461 playgrounds in the park systeni.

* Kk k¥
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
SRSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Re/ease Tuqsday
. TEL REsENT 4-1000 December 16, 1941

The DPepartment of Parks announces that the Christmas program of playground
children's activities will feature 30 puppet and marionette shows depicting the
famous fairy tale "Hansel and Grevel" and "The Lonely Elm", wriuvten by Park rec-
reation personnel, the theme of which dealswith thelobligation of children %o
prevent ithe unnecessary destruction of natural lendscaped areas and physical equip-
mené in the city's parks and playgrounds,

Both these shows will be given av 1} a,m, and 3:30 p.m., ail cenvrally
locaved playgrounds in the five boroughs, bezinning tuesday, December 15, and run-
ning through Wednesday, Decewber 31, according To the attached schedule., With five
scenes in "Hansel and Gretel” and one in ™. he Ionely Elm", the envire performance
will lastv approximsiely one hour,

For the past Tive weeks, the playground directors, assigned to put on
these shows, have attended regular rehearsals in ofder vo scguirse that ambidexter-
ivy and defineas so necessary to a skillful menipulation of the marionetves as
well as to obtain the proper nuances for each of the warious speaking parts peculiar
%o the characters that make up the dramatis personnae of the respective plays.

While the stage and all the physical equipment was constructed in the Park
Department shops, each of the puppet figures was made znd costumed by the play-
ground directors,

In sddivion, 28 magic shows, lastvine one hour emd including a varievy of
magical tricks and hand puppetry will be given at other designated playgrounds in
the five boroughs, by the recreation personnel in charge of children's magic clubs
conducted by ths Park Departient, beginning Tuzsday, December 16, and continuing

through Wednesday, Deceuwber 31, according vo vhne aitached schzdule,

* % % ok ok k kK ¥ %



' CITY OF NEW YORK .

DEE.RTMENT OF F.RKS

SIECL.L BOLID.Y MiRIONETTE FROGR..M

"Hansel and Gretel"
(In Pive Soencs « Cheracters:-
Father, Mother, Hansel, Gretel,
Sandman, Witch 2nd Good Fairy)

LB

"The Lonely Elm"
{4 Ohe ict Play-Charsctcrs:=
Boy, fGirl, Feiry, Onome snd
Trac)
d o % K

QUEENS

Tuesday, December 16 11 e Me

Dry Harbor Playground, 80 St. & Myrtle
Avga., Glendale
Dry Harbor Playground, 80 St. & Myrtlc
4ve,., Glendale
dJackson Helghts Plgd., B4 S5t, & 30 Lves
Jackson Heights Plgd., 84 St, & 30 Lvc,

" "% 3,30 PuM,

Wednesday, December 17 11 Lo M
" " " 3330 PoMe

ANHAGTTAN

Thursday, Dcoember 18 1l iie My = East River Park at 12 Street
v h " 3130 Ps Ms ~ Bost River Park at 12 Strect

Friday, Dcecmbey 19 11 A+ Me = North Meedow, 97 Strect and Cconiral Park
" " " 3:30 P. My= North Meadow, 97 Strcct and Centrel Pork

Saturday, Dcecmber 20 11 i+ M, « Boward Park, Cenel ond Jcfferson Strocts
" " " 3:30 PuMe =~ Scwaerd Park, Consl end Jeffarson Strects

Sunday, Dcecmber 2] 2:00 PsMe « Colonial Pool Bldge., 147 St. & Bradhurst
avcnue
BRONX
Momdey, Doccmber 22 11 Ao My = Wi1Tismsbridee Pled., B, 208 3t, & Bein-
bridge Avenue
" " " 3130 P,M, = Willirmsbridgc Plg’., E., 208 St, & Bain-
bridge Jlvenue
Tuesday, Deccmber 23 11 Ae Me ~ Mullaly Plgd., Jderome ives & Ee 165 St.
" " " 3:30 PoMe = Mullaly Plgde, Jorome ives & E. 165 St.

Wednesdoy, Docember 24 11 &4 My o Ste Moryts W,, St, inn's ivce & Eo 146 Ste
i i "

3:30 PiMe ~ St. Mary's W., St, inn's wvce & E, 146 St
BROOKLYN
Fridav, Dceember 26 11 &4 Me = Sunsct Park, 43 Strecst & 7 Avenuc
" " " 3330 PoMs = Sunsct Perk, 43 Strect snd 7 avenue
Saturday, Doocmber 27 11 L M = MeCerrcn Park Pool, Driggs & Manhattan Ave
" " " 3:30 P, My = McCarrcn Park Pool, Drigrs & Manhattan Lve
. Monday, Deccmber 29 11 &e My = Botsy Heed Pork Pool, Hopkinson & Dumont
’ Avenues
" " " 3:30 PeMa = Betsy Heod Park Pool, Hopkinson & Dumont
AVENUES
RICHMOND
Tuasday, Desémber 30 11 A, My = McDoneld, Forest iLvenue necr Brosadway
L n "

%3130 PoM. = McDonald, For:sst .venue ncer Brocdray

Wednesday, December 31 11 .., M, = Levy Fleyground, Jewett & Costlctor .ves.
" " " 3:30 PuMe= Levy Plavground, Jewett & Castlcton ivcs.

* ok oW ok



BRONX

Tuesday, December 16
" " b

17

Wednesday, December
1 . f

BROOKLYN

Thursday, December 18
i} L L]

Friday, December 19
L L tr

Saturday, December 20
]

tt i

MLNHATTAN

Mondsy, Decemher 22

11 H "

Tuesday, December 23
it I "

24

Wednesday, December
tt 1t I

QUEENS
Friday, December 26

it 1t L

Seturday, December 27

" _ u "

Monday, December 29

1
n L

R ICHMOND

Tuesday, December 30
" 1] "

Wednesdsy, Decemher 31

n " 1

CITY OF NE YORK
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

SPPCTAL HOLIDAY PROGRAN

"Magiec,
' A1l
Songs,
ALl

11 4&. Ml
3:30 PuMs

11 A. M.
5350 PcMo

11 A, M.
3:30 P.M.

11 A, Me
3:30 P.M.

11 4, M,
2 Ps Ma

11 i, M,
3130 P.M,

11
3:30 P. M,

.{AL '] I“I -

11 e Me
Z°30 PJM,.

1] e M
3130 PuM.
11 As M,
3:30 Po M.
11

n . I"T.

3:30 PoM,

11 2Ae Me
3130 P.N,
11

iy * }g.

3130 P.M,

-

Music and Puppetry =-
kinds of Christmas Fun -
= Health and Safety Telks,
rolled into one |

Hede ook

Ste James Park, Jerome Ave, & E. 192 St,

8t, James Park, Jerome Ave. & E. 192 St,

Crotona Pool, E. 173 Street & Fulton Ave.
Crotona Pool, E, 173 Street & Fulton Ave.

Bill Brown Plgd, = Bedford Ave. & &ves X
Neptune Avenue & West 28 St, Playground

Carroll Perk, Smith and Carrcll Streets
Third St. & Fourth Avenue Plavground

Park and TPasffe Place Playground
New Utrecht Ave. & 70 St, Playsround

Mt, Morris W,, 120 St, & Mt, Morris Fk. W,
MeCray, 138 Street near 5th Avenue

Riverside snd 168 Street

innuncistion Plgd. - 134 St. & Lmsterdam
five,

Kelly Plgd., 17 Street neer 8th ifve,

Yorkville, 101 8t, near 2nd ivenus

Grover Cleveland Plgd., Grendview & Stan=-
hope Sts., Ridgewood
Dry Harbor Rd., Plgd., 80 8t, & Myrtle Ave,

Von Dohlen Flgd., 138 St, & archer FPl.
: Jamaica
0!Connell Plgd., 196 St. & 113 Ave,,
8t, ilbens
Flushing Memorisl Plgd., 149 Street, off
25 ivenue, Flushing
OtConnor Pled., 210 St. and 25 idve., Bay-
side

MeDonald Plgd., Forest ive., necar Broadway
Cromwell Center, Pier #6, Murray Hulbert
' Lvenue
sbrahem Levy Plegd., Jewett & Castleton
Lvenucs
DcMatti Playground, Tompkins dvenue

% o ok ok
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DEPARTHENT OF PARKS

AHSENAL, CENTRAL PaRXK FOR RIIE.LSE Saturday,
TEL. REGENT 4~1000 ' December 13, 1941

The Jananese Favilion at the orld's Fair was
never satiéfactory to park officials, but the Japanese
Consul General in ilew York and other Japanese residents
pressed the City to Xeen it in Flushing leadow FPari as &
pexmanent structure symbolizing good will between thé two
nations. It seenmed adviéable at the time to accede to
their request.

Recent investigation disclosed that the pavilion
doss not meet the requirements of the City Building Code.
It would be difficult to maintain., It does not fit in with
our final plans, and would serve no permanent park use.

Park forces have already bezun demolition.



DEPARIMENT OF PARKS ‘I'

ARSENAL, CENIRAL PARK FOR RALEASE  FRIDAY

TEL, REGENT 4-~1000
DECAwBER 12, 1941

Bids were opened voday by the Department of Parks ei the Arsenal Building,
in Central Park on a cohtract for traffic directional signs, to be installed at the
intersection of Comnecting Highway and Triborough Bridge Plaza and Boody Street at
Grand Central Parkway.

These new arterial junctions are at the norihern verminus of the Brooklyn-
tueens Connecting HHighway which forms two brenches around Sti Michaels Cemetery at
- Grend Cenvral Parkway. When compleced, this link will provide a more direct route
from the heart of Brooklyn and .anhatten to LaGuardia Field,

‘the traffic signs, designed and located o facilitate a2 safe and efficient
flow of traffic between parkway, highway and service roads, are of the reflecvorized
and aluminized types. Most of the text is formed of perforaved steel plates with
gpecial corrugated aluminum alloy reflecting background., Part of the wording is
made of aluminum lettiers applied to a black background by & silk screen process. . .¢
Concisely worded and easily read they will be located to preovide adegquate warning
time for entrance or exii. 7he signs will be supported by simple atiraciive wooden
standerds and frames,

Additional interior illuminaved signs consisting of black sandbiasted I2h-
ters on opalescent glass will be provided und:r a subsequend electrical contract.

The lowest bids were submitted by the following:

Item 1 Item 2
Sign Supports Reflectorized Sign Faces

1. Prank Scerbo
39«04 210 St., Bayside, N.Y. § 934.00

2. Charles V., heyer
35-18 57 Street, Woodside, UW.Y. 1,045,00

3. Bryanuv bign Shop
134 East 60 Street, N.Y.C. 1,394.00

4, J. P, McWalters, Inc. )
54 Dey Street, N.Y.C. $2 , 448,00

. A4llen Morrison Sign Co.

512 Fifth Avenue, Li.Y.C. 2.526,75
: Aok kkok ok



DEPARTMINT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELEASE _ Friday,
TEL. REGENT 4-1000 December 12, 1941

The Department of Parks anmounces that the city~wide finals
of +the ping pong tournament will take place at Mullaly Recreation
_Building, L6l Street and Jerome Avenuve, Bronxz, on Saturday, December
13, at 2:00 P. L,

Playiround, district and borough eliminations have been going
on for the past 5 weeks. The competitors in this tournament have been
divided into the following age groupsi

Junior ~ children up to 17 years
Intermediate - persons 17 to 21 years
Senior ~ persons 21 years and over

There will also be a special tournament for
service men.

Separate matches will be held for boys eand girls in the re-
spective age classifications.

Prizes will consist of a gold medal for the c¢ity chamvnion and
silver for the runner-up in each division; small leaf pins will be
awarded to the local pléyground winner and a bronze pin to the borough

winner,

* ok E &



TEPARIMENG OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CHENURAL PARK FOR RELEASE MONDA]
RAGZNL 4-1000 December 8, 1941

The Department of Parks announces the completion of the reconstruction
of the section of Kissena Park, GQueens, bounded by the Longz Island Railroad, 164
Svreet, 0Oak- .Avenue and Rose Avenue, o make it a genuine usable and maintainable
local facilivy.

Included in the new improvement is a new modern one siory brick boat
house and boat landing consiructed on the east shore of the lake replacing the
0ld outmoded frame boat house and dock formerly locaved on the south bank ad-
jacent 1o the old park drive,

The broad side of the main quarters serving the public faces the lske.
A flet topped service wing is attached to the north side, Facilities in the
building are:

1. A central cafeteria with adjacent supply room and refrigerator.
+ GCheck room.
. Men's and women's comfort station with interior and exterior access,
Carettina suorage and supply room.
Boat accessory siorage.

Cuperyvisor's office and park mainlenance storaze.
Beiler room,

=35 Ul = 3 DD
-

For the convenience of ice sKaters removable wood slat sectional plat-
forms will be used during the skating season on the quarry tile cafeieria floor,
Ihe boat landing is located in front of the boat house av the end of a
wiacened portion of the promenade Which encircles vhe lake., This ramping cleat
surfaced wood bent structure, {10' X 65'), supporied on wood piles, slopes beneath
the water surface to faciliisie the removal ana s$torage of boats,
The balance of the work includes the
1. Reconsirucivion of lake, including dredging, boundary revaining
wall anu pronenadas.
2. Reconsiructed culvert inlet and new culvert cuilel and weir,
3. A plaza seviing for the boat house.

4., Reconsiructed comfori station.
%, One bassball and three sofiball diamonds on filled ground.
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6, Two new piaygrounés equipped with play apparatus and sand pits.
7. A new system of walks, ramps, gutiers, drainage and irrigation.
8. 1Prinking fountains, flagpole, benches and flocdlighting.

Extensive planting operations covering 20 acres include new topsoil
and grass sesed, 24,000 shrubs in various varieties and 1,000 trecs.

Kissena Park, approximately 235 acres in extent, which has become
more and More a neighborhood recreavion facility and less a wild woodland ares,
lies midway betwecn Flushing Meadow Park and Cunningham Park, Plans have beaen
prepared for the development of vhe so calleu Kissena Corridor which will con-
nect Kissenna Park with Flushing hisadow Park and with Cunningham Park by a
similar corridor,

The work was performod by the Work Projects Administration from plans
preparcd by the Department of Parks, In 1934 thore wers 119 playgrounds in the

five boroughs: 61 of which have been reconstructed. (hers are now with these

two additions 461 playgrounds in thse park sysuvem,

sk gk kokk



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK _ FOR REIEASE _Friday,

Tel. REgent 4~1000 Docember 5, 1941

The Despartment of Parks announces the completion of a
new addition to the existing one and half acre playzround west
of Howard Avenue between Pacific and Dean Streets, Brooklyn.

The land occupied by the addition to the playground
was acquired as part of the Kingsborough Housing Project and was
paid for by the city on condition that it be set aside for recrsa-
tional use. The property was formerly owned by the Brooklyn
Hebrew Orphan Asylum and the four=-story brick building was de-
molished by the New York City Housing Authority.

The addition fto the playgzround, approximately three
quarters of an acre in sxtent, has been developed as a play
field by the Work Projects Administration from vplans prepared
by the Department of Parks. The asphalt surfaced enclosure,
bordered by block pavinz, trees and benches, contains a soft-
ball diamond and combination volley ball and basketball court.
Removal standards permit the use of the area for roller skating.
The ﬁroject also included =z stairway comnnection to the old
playground, a four foot high concrete retaining wall, gateway
to Dean Street, new concrete street sidewalks, drainage, irri-
gation and park lighting. 25 Norway Maples were planted around
the chain 1link fence enclosure,.

The 01d playground and its addition will be used by
the entire neighborhood as well as the residents of the Kings-

borough Housese.

* k k * *
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS Eor Relevdse Thursday,

- =ARFENAL, CENTRAL PARK
TEL. REGRNT 4-1000 December 4, 1941

The Department of Parks amnounces the beginning of comstruction of two
new play areas in the Bronx.

At White Plains moad between Bast 225 Street and Fast 226 Street, a lﬁ
acre site, approximately 230 feet square at the rear of Public School &1, was
recently acquired by the City for school and recrsational purposes. The Board of
Zducation has removed the old 1°: story frame school annex adjacent to the newly
acquired property and is adding a wing to the sxisting 2 story brick building.

The new playzround which will be used for both school and neighborhood
recreation will be operated by the Board ¢f Education during school hours and at
all other times by the Department of Parks for community usage. A one-quarter
acre parcel of the old school property located north of the new school wing will
be included in the playground development.

Sixtesn 1 to 3 story brick and frame structures are being removed by
the Work Projects Administration in preparation for the new works The L-shaped
area will be completely snclosed and sub-divided into five asphalt surfaced rsc-
tangular units by 10*!«16' high c¢hain link fencing. Gate controlled entrances will
connect the various units and provide access from the school grounds and adjoining
abtreets, The following facilities will be included in the development:

Court Games ATea

One combinaticn velleyball and hasketball court
hires paddle tennis courts
Two shuffleboard courts

Wading Pool Area

Concreie wading pool
Volleyball court

School Aze Apparatus Area

Brick comfort station
Two slides

Pipe frame exercise unit
Battery of swings

Pre-school Age Apparatus Area

Irrigated sandpit with benches on three sides
Two slides

Four seesaws

Battery of chair swings

Free Play Area and Ball Field

Softball diamond with hooded chain link backstops
Four handball courts
Two practice basketball standards

At the north end of the block formed by East 182 Street, Crotona Avenue,

Fast 181 Street end Belmont Avenue in the Bronx, the existing three-guarter acre
playzround is being expemded to 2& acres, The balaﬁos of the property within this



-
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block, with the exception of two varcels at tho northeast and souteast corners, was
recently acqguired by the City for school and recreational purposca.

This 1% acre addition will permit more adequate play facilities for the
neighborhooed and for the new Vocational High School to be constructed at the south
end of the block. Twenty-one structures including twelve two to four story brick
and frame residences, sheds and garages, are being removed in preparation for the
new develoomenta |

The sxisting brick comfort station, concrete weading pool and handball
courts will be retained with no modifications. The balance of the existing layout,
consisting of several pieces of play apparatus, will be changed to pemit a unified
develonment of the enlarged area. The old play surfaces as well as the new addi-
tions will be surfaced with bLitumincus material.

The newly acquired parcel,ad the corner of Belmont Avenue and Fast 182
Street will be divided into two fence snclosed apparatus units as follows:

Pre-school Age Apparatus Area

4 Seesaws ]
Battery of fence vrotected chair swinzs
2 8Blides

School Age Apparatus Liea

2 Slides
Pipe frame exercise unit
Battery of fence protected swings
Two wide graés pancls containing flowsring Hawthornes and Linden trezes
will extend along the west boundary of thesc areas on cach side of the eﬁtrance wall
loading from Belmont Avcnue. The planted panels will be prqtectod by a wrought iron
picket fence. 4 new concrete sidewalk and row of Lindens will be placed along the
north and west street curbs., An irrigated sandpit with tree shaded benches on
three sides will be locatad wyithin the old play area north of the wading pool.
The existing roller skating track south of the two handball courts will

be replaced by two asnhalt surfaced tennis courts with removable posts.
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The balance of the development will lic within the oné acre L-shaped
addition extending southward and along Qrotona Avenue at a lower level., A new
16 foot high concrete retaininzg wall will replace an existing stone wall di-
viding the L-shaped addition into two levels %o be connected by concrete stepped
ramps. A combined ice skating rink and softball diamond will be built south of
the wading pool and tennis courts on the upper level with access from the school
grounds to the south. The lower level, approximately 100! x 200%, will contain
the following facilities:

7 Shuifleboard courts

4 Handball courts utilizing 16 foot high reftaining wall
as backstops '

l Combination volleyball and basketball court

1 Practice basketball standard.

Two gate controlled entrances will provide access to the court games
arsa from the north side of the school grounds and from Crotona Avenue. A new
con¢rete sidewalk bordered by block paved panels and trees will be placed along
Crotona Avenue between the limits of the playground.

The work is being done by the Work Projects Administration from plans

prepared by the Department of Parks and aporoved by the Board of Education.

% % ¥
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Tﬁe Department of Parks announces the start of work in connection with
three new pleyzrounds, one of which is in Queens and the other two in Manhattan,

In Queens the new playground is adjacent to Public School #68 located
in the area bounded by Seneca Avenue, St. Felix Avenue, 80th Place and the Man-
hattan Division of the Long Island Railroad, This irregular shaped plot was
asseibled by the condemnation of two narcels north of the school building on each
side of 60th Street which has been closed and itransferred to the Denartment of
Parks., These tlires pronerties fotaling 3 acres together with the existing £ acre
playzround wist of the school will nermit the develoment of an adequate neigh-
borirood playground. Waen completed it will be overated during school hours by
the Department of Bducation and at all other times by the Depariment of Parks,

The new nlayground consisting of 2 asphalt surfaced, fence enclosed,
subdivided sections will contain tiie following items: softball diamond with
hocded cirain link backetor and a & tier concrete bleachers extending alons 2 sid:zs
of the diamond; combination vollsyball and basketball courbts with removable stan-
dards, paddle temmis courts with removable nets and posis, shuffieboard courts,
concrete surfaced handball courts, children's farn garden; irrigated sand pit
and sitting area, seecsaws, slides, swings; brick comfort station, concrete wading
pool and a nine frame exercise unit, |

The entire develomment as well as the geparate units will be bordered
with chain link fence and a 5 foot wide vanel of blocks convaining benches and
trees. The project will also include drainage, irrization, drinking fountains,
park lighting, fencin; amd a new concrete sidewalk along he norti side of St.
Felix Avenue.

In Kankattan, one of the new playzrounds will be located on the west
margin of Highbridgé Park beiween West 175th Strest and West l?Sth Street. This
project renresents one phase of a larger project embracins: the genesral rscon-
struction of a considerable mortion of the park involving new planting and grading,
drainage, new playgrounds and comfort station, irrigation, fencing, walks, park
lighting and benches.

Located just north of Hishbridze Swimming Pool, it will be the seventh
in a row of marginal recreation areas on the east side of Zdgecomb and Ansterdam

Avenues from West 167th Street to West 189th Street,
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It will contain slides, swings, a pive frame exercise umnit, seesaws
and horseshoe »itching courts.

The south half will consist of 3 fence enclosed court game areas with
a single stairway entrance from Amsterdam Avenue and connecting gateways to con-
trol znd permit access between the various units. The following court games will
be provided: combination basketball and volleyball courts, double handball,
shuffleboard and wnaddle tennis.,

The other new playground in Manhattan is on the west side of Hast River
Drive between 102nd Stgeet and 105tk Street. It was acguired for playsround pur-
poses before the housing develomment was thought of. It was alsc to be used as
a landing place for a vnedestrian bridge which will connect KManhattan with the
park on Ward's Island., Delay in construction of this facility was due to refusal
on the part of the Iiousing Authority to include counstruction of the park, even
though” the area was essential for proper operation of the housing vroject.

A wide strip running east and west through the middle of the playground
will be paved with asphalt but will be reserved, clear of obstruction, for a
future ramp approach io the proposed Ward's Island Footbridge. K comfort station
will be built in the »nlayground under this apoproach.

The north half of the playzround will contain the following:

Concrete wading nool(50* x 70t)

Kindergarten Avnparatus Aresa

Irrigated sand »it(13' x 27')

Sitting area

4 Seesaws

2 Slides

Battery of chair swinzs(60 lineal feet)

School-Age Avpvaratus Ares

Pipe frame exercise unit
2 8lides
Battery of Swings{30 lineal feet)

The south end will be provided with court games including:
1 Basketball Court

2 Shuffleboard Courts
4 Paddle Tennis Courts

The projects are being constructed by the Work Frojects Administra-

tion from plans prepared by the Department of Parics.
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The Department of Parks announces that the anniversary of the official
opening of 8 Park Department playgrounds will be celebrated by the children of
these recreation areas during the month of December by participating in specially
prepared Birthday Party programs.

While the regular schedule of dejly recreational activities, inciuding
ping pong, paddle tvennis, checkers, chess, group games, dramatics and dancing,
will not be changed, vhe day's program will feature events of both a pabtriosic and
festive nature, such as:; solo and community singing, of the "Star Spangled Banner!
and "God Bléss America, salute t0 the Flag, recitations, concerts by junior orches.
tras and a variety of birthday party sgames, with refreshments and prives for the
winners.

Plans for centests in snow sculpture and snow archiisecture and children's
ice skaving carnivals have also been prepared, should the weather permit the hold-
ing of such activiiiss.

‘the Decembsr schedule for playground birthday celebrations is as follows:

BOROUGH PLAYGROULD & LOCALTON OPENED TIME OF CELERRAITON
- Manhattan  Inwood Park Playground, West 207 Street Dec. 1, 1940 3:30 P.M.
& Seaman Avenue
82 Street and Riverside Drive Dec. 4, 1937 3:30 P.u.
Brooklyn Prospect &nd Underhill Avenues Dec. 3, 1938 2:00 P.M,
Prospectv and Greenwood Avenues Dec.19, 1935 2:00 P.M.
Heckscher Playground, Grove Street and Dec.19, 1935 3:00 £l
Wilson Avenue:
Bronx Watson, Gleason & Noble Avenues Dee, 4, 1839 4:00 P.M,
East 177 Slreet & Noble Avenue Dec, 4, 1939 4:00 P.M.
Last 178 Streew, Cedar &« Sadgwick Dec.19, 1935 4:00 pP.M.
Avenues

Faok dokok kAR
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The Department of .Parks announces the closing of
the ten municipal golf courses and the pitch and putt course
at Jacob Riis Park, at the close of play on Sunday, November
30th. With the alvernate freezing and thawing of the ground,
it would be impractical to kesp them opsn beyond this date,
as irreparable demage would be done to the grass by the players.

During the past season, more thar 650,00C rounds of
golf were pluysda over the Len courses, as compared with 575,000
roundas played duriﬁg vhe season O 1%40. 25,294 rounds were
played &t the pitch and puct course in Jacob Riis Park this
year, as conpared to 81,027 rcunds in 1940, The increase in
play has been due to the favorable westher during the entire
season.

The Park Depariment also announces that after Novem-
ber 30th and through the winter months it will not be necessary
t0o have permitis to nlay tennis on the hard surface courts oper-
ated by the Department, but players must furnish their own ten-

nis netvs.
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The Department of Parks announces the completion of three small marginal
playgroﬁnds at Washington Square Park - Msnhattan. Furnished with kindergarten
and play apparatus these fence enclosed paved areas located as near as possible
to park entrances now intercept children who formerly spent their energy in the
pgrk to the detriment ¢f lawns, shrubbery and park facilivies., By eliminating
the constant need for further reseeding of grass and replacement of shrubs the
planted areas will be premitfed T0 avtain some measure of mavurity and refinement.
| One of the play areas is located ai the south boundary of the park in
the island formed by the Fifuh A&enue Extension and the Thompson Street entrance,

ihe following eguipment has been included:

2 slides
1 pipe frame sxercise unit
Battvery of swings L

Free play areca
18 bench unitvs

A high wrought iron fence set in concerete curbing extending around the semi-cir-
cular plet is bordered by a screen planting of European Lornbeams and Oriental
Planes. In a short time this material will develop io form s scresn which will
hide the playground from the interior park developmenf. An existing shade tree
has been retained within the playground enclosure, A gate controliled enirance
provides access from the west side of the area,
The other two areas, which are located adjacent to Fifth Avenus Exten-

sion at the north and south margins of the park, are approximately 70' x 100!,
They are enclosed by new wrought iron fencing and have single gate controlled
entrances conneciving with existing park walks. BEach have been provided with the
following kindergarten apparaius:

Irrigazed sand pit with benches around three sides

2 slides

4 seesaws
Battery of chair swings .



Boundary plantings designed for screen purposes are similar to those of the semi-
circular playeround, Exisiting trees have been retained within the enclosures for
shade purposes, |

A survey of =djaceni recreational areas and juvenils poyulation indicates
the urgent need for these additional aciive récreanion facilivies, ‘thers are six
elementary schools serving 4500 children within seven blocks of the park, none of
which have adequate playgrounds., Within this same area there are hundreds of chil-
dren of pre-school age, Two small playgrounds on Sixth Avenue, southwest of the
Square, under permit from the Board of Transportation have formerly sserved this
group inadequately.

The work was performed by the Work Projects Adminisiration from plans
prepared by the Depariment of Parks, In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds in the
five boroughs., 'there are now wivh thesse three.additional 459 playgrounds in the

park systeu,
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the Department of Parks announces the completion of two playgrounds, a com-
bination sand box for children and sitting ares for adults and two new parkway ac-
cess drives near the intersection of Cross Island Parkway and Hempstead Avenue ad-
jacent to the Nassau County line, ocut of funds provided by the Westchester Racing
Association,

A chain link fence enclosed softball diamond has been constructed in the
circular lawn area formed by the sweep of the southbound parkway exit %o Hempstead
Avenus, A 100 foot seven-tier section of portable wood and gstesl bleachers has bsen
erected along the first vase line.

Eest of this field at the northeast corner of 225 Street and 104 Avenue an
irrigated sand pit has been built in the cenver of a 45' x 70' asphalt surfaced en-
closure formed by continuous tree shaded benches., A new asphalt walk extends along
the east side of 225 Street between Lemnstead Avenue and 104 Avenue with short con-
necting paths 10 both of the above play areas,

Between the Wesu Service Road and southbound Cross Island Parkway oppositve
Stewart Avenue, a one-half acre bituninous surfaced playground enclosed with high
chain link fence has been provided with the following ivems separated by continuous
benches and trees inte thres units,

Central Sectvion

Provides a free play area convaining a 30 foot circular shower basin.

North Secvion-Xindergarten Apparaius area

Irrigated sand pitv and sivting area

2 slides

Batiery of swings bordered by a 4 oot chain link fence
4 scesaws

South Section-8chool Age Apparstus Area

Pipe frame exercise unit
2 slides
Battery of swings bordered by a 4 foot chain link fence

Six hundred and fifty feet of wide asphaltic concrete sidewalk has been . =

placed along the east side of the West Service Road extending northward from Hemp«-
stead Avenue providing entrance to the west side of the new playground.

1wo new eoxit drives from the southwest and norihwest corners of the Belmont
face Track parking field provide dirsct connection with the northbound parkwey avoid-
ing conflict with local traffic on adjascent highways, and eliminating traffiec jams
on the parkway.

In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds in the five boroughs; 61 of which have
been reconsitructed; with chese additionswthere are now 456 playgrounds iﬁ vhe park

system.
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November 15, 1941

Mr, Victér 5. Gettner
New York City Civil Liberties Committee
285 Madison Avenue
New York City
Dear Sir:
I have your letter of October 30th saying that you have

been informed that street meetings at Union Square Park and the

adjoining streets are forbidden without a permit from the Park

Department, Ydu indicate that this is a new order and you add this
astonishing sentence: "We have assumed that your administration
has always recognized that it is good policy to keep certain prem—
i1ses always available for street meetings irrespective of whether
or not technical provisions of the Administrative Code or Park
Department Regulations may require permits.”

You know gquite well that permits have always been re-
quired for meetings in the park area at Union Square under the
jurisdiction of the Park Department, and you also know that we do
not waive provisions of the Code and Regulations.

Several areas under the jurisdiction of the Park Depart-
ment have been set aside for meetings to be held under a permlt.
One of these is in Union Square. These areas have been selected
s0 that there willl be as little damage to park property as possible
and as little”interference as poesible with the general.public in
the use of parks for recreational purposes, The regulations govern~
ing such permits are part of the general park regulations promul-

gated by the Park Commissioner and designed to regulate the use of
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Mr. Vietor ©. Gettner

parks for the greatest benefit of the public at large,

Permits are fequired for public mgetings in Union Square
for vbry'simple reasons not infringing upon the rights of free
assemblage and free speech, They are required among other things
in order to prevent iuplication. The times for meetings ere
speclfled in the request for a permit. If an organization seeks
the use of Union Bquare for a public meeting at 8:00 P.M., for
example, and a permit is lssued for that hour, a request by another
organization for that hour 1s denied, but is granted for another
hour which does not conflict, By issuing permits in this manner
it is'a simple matter to control and police the meeting areas,
prevent fights between conflicting groups whe attempt to meet at
the same time, and thereby to lessen damage to park properiy and
interference with the general use of recreatlion facilities, For
similar reasons permits are required for pafades on publlic streets.

In executing the duly promulgated regulations of the
Park Department of the City of New York, no attempt has been made
to cengor what is said in Unlion Square and other places where meet.-
ings are held, There has been no abridgement or denial of the
rights of free assembly and free speech, I challenge you to point
to a singie instance in which up to thisg time an application has
been denied for a permit to speak in Union Square or any other place
designated for public meetings during my administration as Com-

missioner of Parks except when the requested avpllcation conflicted



Mr, Victor S, Gettner

with a permit previously granted for the use of the area at the
same hour.

Let me add this reservation, however, so that you may
not be under any misanprehension as to the policy of thils depart-
ment, It may be that permits for meetings in the park system will
be reduested in the future by persons of known vicious and irres-~
ponslble character with a recent record of creating racial,
religious and other animosities among'our people, the proximate
result of which is disorder, riots and fatalities. If meﬁ with
such records, especlally if they have previously been convicted
on these counts, apply for pefmits, such anplications will be
examined with a view %o preserving peace and good order. This
problem has recently arisen in the streets, If it arises in the
parks, where we have plenty of ftrouble now with a minority of thugs
and vandals, 1t wlll be met in accordance with law, |

You claim that the case of Hague v, C.I.0., 307 U.B,
496, determined that parks are dedicated for public meetings. This
cage did not hold that reasonable reguldtion of the use of parks 1s
unconstitutional, nor that the public has a general unrestricted
license and right to assemble in parks without regard to proper
regulation by authorized officials in the interest of the general
public. As Mr, Justice Roberts said (pp. 515, 5186):

"The privilege of a citizen of the United States
to use the streets and parke for communication
of views on national questions may be regulated
in the interest of all; it is not absolute, but

relative, and must be exerclsed in subordination
to the general comfort and convenience, and 1n



Mr, Victor S, Gettner

consonance with peace and good order; but 1t must

not, In the gulse of regulation, be abridged or
~denied,”

May I suggest to your law firm and to the Civil Liber-
ties Committee which presumably employs you, that the spirit of
free discussion is not served by the writing of tricky letters
which misrepresent the laws, regulations and administration re-

lating to park property and twist decisions of the United States

Supreme Court,

Very truly yours,

ROBERT MOSES

Commissioner
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NEW YORK CITY

CIVIL LIBERTIES COHMITTEE
170 FPifth Avenue
New York, N, Y,

PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO:
VICTOR S, GETTNER
285 Madison Ave, N, Y,

October 30, 1941

Hon, Bobert Moses

Park Commissioner

Arsenal Building

64th Street and Fifth Ave.
New York City

Honorable Sir:

We have been informed that street meetings have bheen
forbldden In Union Square Park and the adjoining streets without .
a permlt from the Park Department,

This new regulation ls extremely surprising in view
of the almost immemorlal tradition that Union Sguare is an ap-~
propriate place for street meetings, There certainly has been
no change in the traffic situation or in the layout of the Park
which would seem to justify the new regulation, We have assumed
that your administration has always recognized that 1t is good
pollicy to keep certain premises always available for street meet-
ings lrrespective of whether or not technical provisions of the
Administrative Code or Park Department Regulations may require
permits,

The United States Supreme Court in the famous case of
Hague vs CIO has given recognition to the fact that parks are
dedicated for public meetlings and that any unreasonable prohlbition
of such meetings in parks is unconstitutional, Of course, we do
not take the position that a meeting can be held where it would
damage park property, We cannot believe that this question has
arisen at Union Square. '

We will appreciate hearing from you setting forth the
exact terms of the new regulations and letting us know that law-
ful meetings can be held at Union Square without undue restrictions,

Respectfully yours,

NEW YORK CITY CIVIL LIBERTIES
COMMITTEE
BY: GETTNER, SIMON AND ASHER
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On Saturday, November 15, at 10:30 a.m., Irving Jaffee,
National Director of Ice Skating for Physical Training for Civil-
ian Defense, will personally conduct an ice skaling class at the
New York City Building, in Flushing Meadow Park, (ueens, He will
be assisted by Miss Alice karble, Director of Women's Division for
Physical yraining for Civilian Defense,

Besides demonstrations of the proper instruction and
technique for beginners, an exhibition of speed, figure and comedy
skating will be given by Mr, Jaffse.

This progrem will be conducted auring the Savurday morn-
ing free sessioﬁ for children under 14 years of age. Parents will
be adnitted as spectaiors ai vhe usual spectavor adwmission price
of 1ly¢ including tax.

Irving Jaffee is a New Yorker, and learned all his skat-
ing in the metropcliian area, In addition to winning vbree Olympic
skating championships for the United States, he holds the world's

record in the one-mile and five-mile fields,

'EERE
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The Departmeni of Parks announces that due to a large
number of requestis, there will be a speed ice skating session
every Saturday evening from 5:15 to 6 p.m. at the New York City
Building, Flushing lieadow Park, 9he first sesgsion is scheduled
for November 15, Admission for hese sessions will be 40¢,

With the cold weather seiting in, atitendance at the
City Building has increased immensely; on Tuesday, November li,
2601 people used the building, Of this number 398 were children
under 14 years of age who were admitted free on this holiday be-
tween 10 a.m. and 12 noon, Fifty thousand people have uzed the
ice skating and roller rink since September 15,

the regular skating sessions are from 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.
and from 7:30 to 11 p.m, 7The prices of admission are 20¢ in the
af cernoon and 40¢ in the evening, all taxes included.

Buses vo he building run from the 11l Sureet nbtatvion
on the I.R.T. and B.M.T'. lines and also from the 74 Streel and
Roosevelt Avenue Station on the Independent Line., Free parking

space is available on both sides of the dbuilding.
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Bids were opened voday by the Department of Parks at the Arsenal
Building in Central Park on a contract for the construction of a bulkhead along
the entire south and sast shore of Sound View Park, Borough of the Bronx,
Approximately 6200 linear feet of earth £ill bulkhead faced with riprap will be
placed along the Bronx River and HEast River frontages at the U. S, Pierhead and
Bulkhead Line. This will permit controlled filling operations by the Department
of Sanitation from barges and trucks,

The new bulkhead which will replace the sxisting irregular and muddy
shore line will require about 170,000 cubic yafds of earth fill Ho raise an em-
bankment twelve féet above the river bed to an elevation approximately three
feet sbove the general level of the park., The sloping face of the fill on the
river side will be surfaced with rock to provide a smoothly aligned and per-
manent shore line., The river bed adjacent to the new bulkhead will be dredged
to a depsh of two feet below mean low water sc that a clean rock trimmed shore
line will be exposed at all tides.

Previous contracts let by the War Department and the ity of hew York
have provided adeguatse channels for the approach of barges to a new unloading
platform near the mouth of the rivsr. ‘the superstructure for unlocading opera-
tions will be installed in the near future., Filling operaticns will then start
preparatory to the development of the nmuch needed 93 acre shore front park.

‘The three lowesﬁ bids were submitied by the following:

1, 1ully & Di Lapoli, Ine. $159,577.
30-11 12 Street, Long Island City, K.Y.

2. B8lattery Contracting Company, Ine, 185,950,
51 Avenue & 72 Place, Winfield, N.Y.

3, Nicholas Di Menna & Sons 211,205,
1525 Blondell Avenue, Bronx, K.Y,

dokk ok KRR
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108 The Departmenv of Parks announces the completion of s new playground ad-

ggg;7 Jacent 1o East River Drive between East 41 Sireev and East 42 Street occupying about
20928 2/3 of the block exvending to First Avenue. uhis entire traci was purchased by the
"JJ{)“#’Board of dstimave in 1937 from the Consolidaved Biison Company for Park, ‘runnel and

S-;Jﬂ4 Street purposes. Hleven buildings were demolished in preparation for the new facil-
itiss.

A Midtown Tunnel ventilating shaft separaied from the playground development
by high chain-link fence has been built by the New York City tunnel Authority on a
central portion of the block,

The excessive slope from First Avenue to the Drive necessitated the construc
tion of concrete retaining walls of varying heightus extending completely around the
recreation area, A high boundary chain-link fence surmounts these walls and controls
access via a stairway enirance from Firsv Avenue and a grade entrance from 42 Sireet,
KNew conerete sidewalks have been provided along the two streets and drive,

‘vhe West end of tThe playground contains a combinatvion free plsy area, roller
skating rink and softball diamond with hooded backstop, A wide passageway north of
the tunnel shaft leads %0 the court games area at the east end of the playground,

‘fhis 100 foot x 200 foot bituminous surfaced area has been tightly designed to pro-
vide the following facilivies:

1, Brick comfort station near the 42 Sireev entrance

2. ‘'I'we horseshoe pitching couris

3., Two paddle tennis courts

4, Ome hsndball court

5. One combination velley ball and basketball court,

A five fooi wide border of paving blocks containing trees and benches ex-
tends around vhe inside of the boundary retasining wall., The project which was con-
structed by the Work Projects Administration from plans prepared by the Departmeﬁt
of Parks also included drainage, irrigation and lighting. Inl934 there were 119 play-

grounds in the five boroughs. There are now with this addition 454 playgrounds in the

park systemn. * % %
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Loe: X-1-39-2013
Dev: X-L~39-2014
Pix ' .
20914 The Depariment of Parks announces the completion of the reconstruction of
20915 .
20916 the Isaac L. Rice Memorial section of Pelham Bay Park. This old park area, approx-
20917 :
20918 imavely 60 acres in extent, in addition to having the meny advantages of a water
20919 ' I - '
20920 front location conveniently accessible to adjacent residential communities and
20921 -
20922 transportation, 1is amply provided wivh a heavy stand of mature shade trees,
20923 . _
20924 A number of the original Rive Memorial features which no longer serve
20925 ' - '

any perk purpose and which had fallen into dangerous disrepair were demolished and
removed. fThe gtadium structure and the navatorium building were retained and re-
paired. A new concrete parking field has been completed east of ihe stadium,

Consvruction work was scheduled for the early completion of two new mar-
ginal playzrounds ad jacent to the west border of the park st Bastern Boulevard.
These fence enclosed asphalt surfaced éreas were provided with a wading pool, com-
fort station, play apparatus, sand pits, shuffleboard, horseshoe and boceci courts.
Several large existing trees weré retained within the nlay areas and wWere supple-
rented with a variety of new shrubs and trees around the borders.

A comprehensive system of asphalt walks totaling about four miles has
been completed providing access té the various areas. Certain patvhs permit shori
cut connections through the park between the boundary stireets. A one mile section
of bleyele path skirting the park margin will be extenaed into adjacant park areas
and fuiure connections will be mace Vo & systew which is being built as parv of
the Hutchinson River Parkway Exvension,

A one siory brick building designed with interesting marine motives and
centrally located in a heavily wooded picnic area contains comfort stations and a
food concession. 'Three hundred new picnic tables and one hundred double atone
fireplaces have been informally arranged undsr vhe trees. A new water supply sys-
tem will supply the buildings and seventeen drinking fountains located throughout
the play and picnic areas and along the bench lined walks, rfundreds of new shrubs
end trees were planted in the pienic groves, grouped around the open grass areas
and along the paths..

Two baseball fields with clay mixture bese lines, sodded infietds and
seeded optfields have been completed aléng the south boundary of the park west of
the stadium. Hooded chain-link back stops and fencing separate the fields from two
ad jacent five-tier concrete blegchers. These Tields have been comple?ely enciosed
"with temporary fencing and will not be opened for play until a saitable g}ass turt
has vecome established. A large portion of the area was regraded and seeded with

new grass,
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A naryow sirip of park pr0perty along Bastern Boulevard has been trans-
ferrsd to the Bordugh President of the Bronx for the construction of = new north-
bound roadway which will connect with a grade separation at Pelham Parkway to be'
built by the Department of Parks,

The work was performed by thé Work Pfojects Administration from plans
prepared by the Depariment of Pérks. In 1934 there werse 119 pleygrounds in the
five boroughs., ‘lhers are now with these two additions 453 playgroun&é in the

park systemw,
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TEL, MEGENT 4-1000 Nov., é, 1241

PARK POLICING AND THE HARLEM PROBLEM

For several days I have been asked to comment on recent park
assaults, The attitude of this Department is summed up in our recent
eight year report to the Mayor. Crime and vendalism in the parks are
caused by a minority of trouble makers who can be controlled only by
adequate policing, The present undermanned police -and park forces
cannot cope with the problem, We need more police and more park
personnel and there 1s no substitute for them., It is too bad that it
seems to require a serious outhresk of crime and vandalism to prove
this obvions point, but if the conclusion is now established snd re-
flected in additional personnel in tie next budget, the recent
injuries to persons and property will not haverbeen in vain,
Temporary assignment of additional forces to meet public clamor will

not solve anything.

There is, however, more to thlis problem than additions to

park and police personnel, especially as it affects south Harlem.

We must get at the causes, especislly the causes of juvenile
delinguency. A good deal is being done in this direction and the
Mavor has taken a lively interest in the problem. HNabturally, the
Park Department views thls problem primarily from the angle of pro-
viding of adequate recreation facilities which are now woefully

lacking.

Wore recreation facilities are heing provided by the recon-
struction of the north end of Central Park and the construction of a
new combination school and nesighborhood park playground at 108th Street
and Madison Avenue. Both of these jobs are under way, Additionsl
school, playground snd improved housing facilities are required in
this neighborhood. The new parks snd playgroundslalong the Harlem
River Drive should be scquired promptly. If funds cannot be found
to acquire all the balance of land needed for the‘%arlem River Drive,
then at least the new play areas should be scquired immediately and

construction started,



. | 1'? !.P

The proposed Capital Budget for 1942 includes acquisition of
land for another school in the vicinity of Lexington Avenue ang
114th Street, Sufficient land should be acquired for neighborhood
recreation facilities, as well as for the school.

The housing development proposed for the southeasterly section
of Harlem should be initiated st once as a State project, but unlike
most of the other housing projects, should include complete neighbor-

hood rehabilitaetion and the necessary recreation facilities,

A map is attached on which these Harlem projects are indicated.

The parks must be made safe throughout the entire city. As
to Harlem, the conditions under which people are living are intolerasb
and these conditions sre basically responsible for the crimes and
vandalism in the Harlem parks, particularly at the northeast end of

Central Park.
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS Saturd
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK - For Release. S2turdey,

FEL. REGENT 4-1000 Nov., 1,1941

The Perk Department sunounces thest the inmuel Fall Chryssnthemum
Show in the Prospect Park, Brooklyn, Greenhouse will open on Sundsy,
Yovember 2, at 10 A.M..

The Greenhouse is located at Prospect Park “est and 9th Street,
Brooklyn, end may be reached by wav of the IRT subwey, Crand frmy FPlaza
Station; the Independent subway, 7th Avenue Strtion, snd by ths Vanderbdilt
end Smith Street car lines, liinth otreet stop, or by sutomobile direct to
the Greenhouse by way.of the Kast Drive in Prospect Perk, |

The Gresnhouse will be open every dey from 10 A.¥. to & P,¥, and
the Park Depsrtment extends & cordircl invitstiorn to view the displey which
will run for three weeks.,

¥ore than four thousend pots of chrysenthemums will be on exhibi-
tion. The ground bed is lzid out in rrounps of vericus formetions with the
popular large bloom vsrieties in all shedes of pink, vellow, red end bronze.
Some of the attrective plsnts sre the Pooketts, Turners, Johu ». Bush, Rise
of Day and the Melhs.

Surrounding this festure of the display, benked on the sides, of
the Show House sre smaller size Chryssnthemums in 75 verieties, such es the
Pompons, the inemone and the Single Deisy type.

Some of the outstsnding chrvsenthemums to be sxhibited ere in
shades of bronze, red, yellow eund white in the vrrieties known rs Crisnson

Red, Purple Queens, Red Rover, Orchid Beeguty, Cleoprstre ond New York
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Re[wse_ r Fri da;«’,
TEL. REGENT 41000 _ Ucteo [ IVAL

On Seturdey, Yovembor 1, at 10:30 AWM., Irving Jeffee,
Nationel Director of Ice sketing for Physicel Treining for
Civilian Defense, will berin = netion-wide tour of the lerger
cities of the Tnited Stetes by personclly conducting sn ice
sketing class ¢t the ¥Wew York City Buildinre, in Flushins Mesdow
Perk, Quoens.

Besides demonstrstions of the prorer instruction and
technique.for bsginners, an exhibition of spsed, figure and
comedy sketiﬁg will be given by Mr. Jeffss.

This program will be oconducted during the Seturdey morr-
ing free session for children under 14 yeers of rve. Prrents
will be sdmitted &s spectstors et the ususl spectrtor edmizsion
price of 11¢ includiny tax.

Irvine Jeffee is ¢ Fer Yorker, #:-d lpsrned 21l his
sksting in the metropolitan ares. 1Ir addition to winnine three
Clympic skating chempionships for the United Ltrtes, he holds

the world's record in the one-mile snd five-mile fislds.

LR B 2
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release Seturday,
TEL. REGENT 4-t000 October 25, 1941

The Park Department announces the completion of arrangements with
the Triborough and North Shore Bus Companies $o0 provide transportétion to
and from the New York City Building's ice and roller skating rinks ats
Flushing Meadow Park.

The Tollowing is a schedule of routes and bus stops now in operaw-
tion: |

TRIBQOROUG. BUSES - From 104%h Street and Roosevelt Avenue along

Roosevelt Avenue with stops at 108th Street - 11ith Street Subway
Station {IRT, BMT)}, and then directly to the City Building,

At Independent Subway Station, 74th Street and Roosevelt
Avenue, take bus directly to City Building.

NORTH ShE0RE BUS COMPANY - From West Farms and Boston Road, Bronx,

to Main Street, Flushing, then LaCGuardia Airport Bus to City

Building.

Buses will be scheduled to run more frequently durinz the skating
session, so that patrons will not have to wait too lonsg.

The North Shore Bus Company, serving Forest Hills, Jamaica and
Flushing and the Triborough Company running through Astoria, Woodside,
Sunnyside, Jackson Heights, Forest Hills, Kew Gardens, Ceorona and Elmhurst
will accommodate the people coming Trom Queens.

With the opsration of these bus lines, the City Building can

easlly be reached.

* ¥k
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release  Saturday,

TEL. REGENT 4-1000 _ Qctober 25, 1841

The Park Department announces the completion of arrangements with
the Triborough and North Shore Bus Companies to provids transportation o
and from the New York City Building's ice and roller skating rinks ag.
Flughing iMeadow Park.

The following is a schedule of routes snd bus stops now in cvera-
tion:

TRIBOROUGI BUSHES - From 104th Street and Roosevelt Avenuve along

Roosevelt Avenue with stops at 108th Street - 11llth Street Subway
Station (IRT, BMT'), and ther directiy to the City Building,

At Independent Subway Station, 74th Street and Roosevelt
Avenue, take bus directly to City Building.

NORTH SHORE BUS COMPANY -~ From West Farms and Boston Road, Bronx,

tp Main Street, Flushing, then LaGuardia Airport Bus to City

Building,.

Busges will be scheduled to run more freguently durinz the skating
sesslon, aso that pabtrons will not have %o wait too long.

The North Shore Bus Company, serving Forest Hills, Jamaica and
Flushing and the Triborough Company running through Astoria, Woodside,
Sunnyside, Jackson Heights, Forest Hills, Kew Gardens, Corona and Elmhursad
will accomuodate the peopls coming from RQueens.

Witz the coperation of these bus lines, the City Building can

ezgily be reached.
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ' )
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release_ Tridey,

TEL, REGENT 4-1000 : . October 24, 194}

The Department of Parks announces that the City-wide finals of
the Roller Skating Contest conducted annually by the Park Devartment for
bot children and adults will take place at the roller skating rink at
Red liook Flay Center, Clinton, Bay and Henry Streets, Brooklyn, on Satur-
day, Cctober 25, at 2:00 P. Ii,

The program will consist of the following event o:

Boys and Girls Who Have Not Reached Their 18 Birthdaj -

Class Boys Girls

A. Children up to 4'3" 60 yards 40 yards
B, Childrer 4'8"™ %o 5'3% 100 yards 60 yards
C. Children 5'3" o 5'6" 220 yards 100 yards
D, Children over 5'6" 280 yards 100 yards

Boys and Girls 18 Years and Older

E, Unlimited 280 yards 100 yards

Roller Skating Carnivals have been held in each borough during
the past three weeks at each of the 92 Park Department roller skating rinks.

Eyery borough will be represented at the Tinals by five competitors in each

event.

Pins will be awarded to the borough winners, and pold, silver

and bronze medals to the winners at the finals.

* % ok ok Kk
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Re[eaée Thursday, "
TEL REGENT 4-i000 ctober 23, 3.9..._1
/ A&
I‘i- yi - /¥ _ Bids were cpened today by the Devartment of Parks at the Arsenal

Building, Central Park, on four contracts which provide for the following
work in connection with the reconstruction of the Electrical Power, Mechani-
cal; and flsvator Systems, in the six story Brooklyn Institute of Arts and
' Scienceé, Central Museum, located at Eastern Parlomy and Washington Avenus,

Borouzh of Brookliyn:

1. Electrical Installations

2+ Blectric Fixture Installations

S. Heating and Ventilating

4, Elevator Installation and alterations to

existing Elevators '

These contracts provide in general for the replacement of obsclete
and inefficient high »ressure coal fired boiler direct current electric gen~
erating plant by a modern alternating currsnt electrical and wpower supnly, and
the installation of a new slectrical distribution and wiring system through
various museum sections ané the nower house. The existing boilers are to be
onerated at low vressure for ieat only aftef the renerating systen is abandoned
ang the steam engine drives for the various equimnment are replaced with elec~
trical mofor drives. Many new lighting fixtures will be installed and many ave
to be rewired and refinished., Special lighting units are to be installed in
the Bxliibit Galleries.

The éxisting heating system will be re-equipped with new heating
stacks to replace‘the present defective ones. A new condensate and vacuun
punning system will be instalied where reéuired. Gas firsd boiler équipment
will be installed to produce hot water for kitchen and laboratory use during
the summer months to pemit shutting down of the central nlant during the
months when nc general heating is required.

Thé ventilating system will be altered to fit in with the new elec~
trical distribution éystam.

An existing obsolete passénger elevator car and elevator nlant will
be replaced., A&lterations will bo made to four passenger elesvators and a freight
elcvator. -

The contracts which will require approximately one year for completion
will beControlled and coordinated sc that the worl: will be entirely completed
by sections to interfere as little a3 possibls with the continued operation of

the Museuni.



conbtracts:
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The lowest bids were submitted by the following on each of the four

L. Electrical Installations:

1. Hoffman & Elias, Inc, $112,600,00
254 West 3L Street, N.Y.C.

2. Martin Rpstein Co., Ine. 114,800.00
827 Lewis Ave., Brooklyn, E.Y.

3s L. I. Waldman & Co., Inc. 119,500,00
38-06 28 St., Long Island City, N.Y.

2+ Blectric Fiiture Inétallations:

l. Tho Simes Company, Inc. $52,249.00
26 West 15 Streot, K.Y.C.

2, MeFrilben Mfg. Co. 55,223.00
102 Wooster St., N. Y. C.

3+ Heatine and Ventilating:

1. Harry Starkman & Brose +30,533,00
348 Brook Ave,, Bronx, I, Y.

2. Ao Dierks & 00. . 32,855000
44 Steuben St., Brooklyn, K.Y.

3s Hs Sand & Coe, Ince 38,672,00
611 Broadway, N. Y. C. '

4, Blovator Installation & Alterations to Bxisting
3Ilevators:

l. Otis Elevator Company $41,360,00
260 11th Ave.
New York City

2. Watson Elevator Company 45,842,00
407 Viest 3& Street
New Yorlk City
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ,
- ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK F. or Release TUESDAY

TEL, REGENT 4-1000 _ October 21, 1941
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Pﬂ?@ A 91'4‘%{9 Department of Parks _axmoﬁnces the completion of work in comnection
with the construction of a traffic relief road connecting Mosholu Avenue and the
Henry Hudson Parkway and the restoration of the park and golf course in the north
central section of Ven Cortlandt Park, The Bronx. |

This new perkwey connection swings west from old Mosholu Road, elimin~
eting the former narrow and curving detour to the north, and serves as an approaéh
to the new concrete bridge completed last year over the Mew York Central Railroad
tracks. The 30 foot wide pavement section, consisting of a six inch thick emul-
sified limestone screening base with 8 cold laid bituminous wearing surface,
branches into two 22 foot wide parkway comnections.

Work in connection with the demolition of the abandoned stretch of
Mosholu Avenue included the removal of the old bituminous road surface, weod and
conerete curbs and gutters, concrete and granite block appreaches, the old steel
bridge with concrete abutments, existing fences and weter and drainage lines.

Extensive alterations to the Van €ortlandt Golf Course were necessary.
8ixz holes were completely reconstructed on the north end of the Ven Cortlandt
Park "Flats"., The sections of the old Tairwavs supporting satisfactory turf
were undistrubed. Worn surfaces together with the sections disturbed by grad-
ing operations were also topsoiled and seeded.

These gix new well trepped holes were provided with broed, sloping'
greéns:modadtdih Astorir and Seaside Bent. Parallel fairways have been eflectively
demarcated by groupings of 3 inch to 5 inch caliper pin oaks.

The new yardage and par for these holes are:

Hole No, 3 « 285 yards = par 4
Wo, 4 = 175 yards - par 3
Nos 5 = 375 yards - par 4
Noea§ ~ 334 yards ~ par 4
Hoe 7 =~ 275 yards - par 4
Ho, 8 - 225 yards - par 3

This section of the golf course will remein closed to the public umbil

& satigfactory turf has become established.

EE SR S L T
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK . For Rel. e MONDAY
TEL. REGENT 4-1000 e'g ber 20, 1941

et ¢ Ay
10-20-41 | STATEMEST .BY HONORABLE ROBERT 1085,

Commissioner of Parks and Chairman
New York Siate Council of Parks

I urze voters to vote WYes® on Anendient Mo, 4 on Election
Day.

New York Statets parit prosram foday is deficient in one re-
snect. It does not include anf Tirst-class skiing center coiparable
to those of Hew England and the far west, To be sure some provision
has been made for skiing in various state paris and in the Fores;c Pre-
serre, but these developrieats have been on =z relativelf,r suiall scale.
Cbviously, such a develonment to be successful must be in a region of
dependable snow. In our State the Adirondacls alons provide suci: a

. 4
condition.

The developuent of sisi trails on the Forest Preserve hag been
restricted by the provision of the State Constitution that the Forest
Proserve shall be Torever ent as wild forest lend, A4 sli;ht chanze ap-
nlying only to Taiteface liountaein which will in no way opea the Forest
Preserve to any timber, pover or other »nrivate intei’ests, will permit
the astablisiment of a ski center, The state conservation officials
and otl her guonsors of Amendument No. 4 have shown vision and judgnent
in proposmg to remove the nresent constitutional restrictions so as
to provide & auch needed recreation facility for the denefit of those

interested in winter sports.
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release . FRIDAY
2 pix: ThL. REGENT 4-1000 : Ocuvober 17, 1941
M-104 20762
N-104 20763
Loc, ML-1006 ‘The Department of Parks announces the completion of another stes to-
Dev, ML~1007 ' o '

wards providing adequate recrestional facilities for the crowded lower end of

/ﬁfﬁ?/ﬁ? the Bronx and the northern east side of Manhattan, The new playfields on Ran~

mainland hecause of the space requirements,

ﬁ/'f":}}n dall's Island afford a type of recrsation which could not be provided on the
¥ T .
VP

The north end of Randallts Island, which remained as the oniy UnNe Ot
pleted portion of the Island, has been developed with five grass-surfaced sﬁft—
ball diamonds, <‘hese faciliiies were constructed on fill transported from the
new Benjamin Franklin Hizh Schéol site on East River Drive, lanhattan. A 15
foot wide boundary path system and waterfront promenade have been joined with
the main park walks and drives. A convenient parking field is located immedi-
ately south of vhe adjacenv drive. whe former gas station has been remodeled
as a Field House and fomfort Station,

Direct pedestrian access will be provided from the Bronx in accord-
ance with plans prepared by the Depariment of Parks, which call for a bridgs
over the New York, Yew Haven and Hartford Railroad Yard connecting Brook Ave-
nue With the existing dyke scross the Bronx Kills, ‘Ihe project will be con-
structed by the Borough President of the Bronx under a contract to bs paid
for by citywide and borough assessment,

The completion of these improvements will culminate seven years of
planning apd construction by the Triborough Bridge Authority and the Depart-
ment of Parks in a program which has transformed Randall’s Islend from a
neglected, inaccessible area in the heart of the city to an important municipal

recreational center readily accessible by means of the Triborough Bridge.

dokor kkok oKk
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release. WFANESDAY

TEL. REGENT 4-1000 Qctober 15, 1941

The Department of Parks announces that the annual pleyground chile~
dren's.ﬁandcraft Exhibition will take place in the recently consiructed jun-
tor Museum of the Metropoliten Museum of Art, Park Entrance - 79 Street off
Fifth Avenus, Manhattan, beginning ‘hursday, October 16, énd running through
Thursday, Ociober 23, from 10 a.m. %o 5 p.m. On Sunday, October 19, the hours
will be from 1 p.m. t0 6 p.m. Ghere will be no admission chargs.

This Handcraft Exhibition will include objscts made by chiléren of
all age groups in the various handcraft classes supervised by thé Department
of Parks at the numsrous playgrounds under its jurisdiction as an integral
part of = comprehenéive all year-round recreation program.

Leather and basketry work, soap and chip carving, raffia, reed,
bead, and weaving will comprise this heterogeneous collection of handiwork,
Useful and decorative articles for home and school have been made from such
materials as cork, wood, metal, leather, wool, beads, crepe paper, cord and
felt. Discarded material of all sorts has been salvaged from the waste heap
by the young craftsmen and converted into instruments of practical value,
viz; rugs made of rags, lamps made of botiles, and flower vases made from
cardboard milk containers. |

Other contributions %o the heandcraft display consist of wearing
apparel such as sweaters, scarfs and hats with singular designs and beautiful

color schemes.

*%k Ak Kk
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TEL REGENT &-1@ : October 14, 1941

Bids were onened today by the Department of Parks at the Arsenal
Building on a contract which provides for the construction of annroximately
3,400 lineal feet of steel bulkhead and a granite veneered reinforced con-
erete bridyge in Marine Park, Borough of Richmond.,

The new installation will be placed along the north end of Great
Kills Harbor as a continuation of the existing steel bulkhead., This sec-
tion, aporoximately one mile long, together with a narfow strip of f£ill,
which werg provided in 1934 with Relief Labor, joined Crookes Point wita
the mainland..

The new work will be »rogressed concurreatly with the dredging
of Great Eills Harbor waiicnk is heing done under a War Deparinent Contract.
In addition to meking the basin sale for navigation the dreaging onerations
will provide one and one-half million cubic yerds of sand whicii will be
pumsed to foria an extensive beach east of the bullthead and backfill for the
aroposed extension,

The bridge, which is being nrovided to carry a future park access
drive, will be built over a narrow stream connecting the harvor with s park
lake to be developed in the future on the existing marshlend to the norti,
Tae contract also arovides for nainting the existing bulkhead.

The two lowest bids_were subiitted oy the following:

Charles F. Vacnris, Ine, )
327 Rexsen Aveuue, Brooiilyn, Ii.Y. $237,520,00

E., ¥W. Foley, Inc.
16 Court Straet, Brooklyn, LY. 312,060,580

LS I S
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS _ _
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK ' For Release Monday,

TEL. REGENT 4-1000 October 13, 1941

The Depertment of Parks announces that two puppet and mario-
nottc shows including "Hansel and Gretcl" and "Jack and thc Beanstalk"
will be presented on the Mall, 71 Strect and Conter Drive, Centrel
Perk, Manhattan, Monday, October 13, at 2:30 P. M,

Thesc performences will taks place on a trailer stage and will
be the last of a8 scries of 156 open air puppet and marionette shows which
-were given in various park playgrounds of the five boroughs during the
past summér to en audience of approximetely 231,000 children,

Arrangements are being made for & serics of indoor puppet end
marionette shows at designated recreation buildings, beginning December 1.

As a special feature of ncxt Monday's program, there will be
& demonstration of hand puppstry, megic and community singing. 184 of
these domonstrations have been given in perk playgrounds of the 5 boroughs
since the latter part of July before audiences totaling about 92,000
childrens Besides the sntertainment wvaluc of such demonstrations, which
will continue to be presented until NWovember 23, the children have been
instructed in the srt of carving, mouldine andlcostuming hand puppets
from discarded stockings, rubber balls, and peper bags, as well es

lzarnine the technigue of meny magieal tricks,.

% % ¥ % X



surfaced marginsl pleyground at the north snd of the park near Mergpion Avenue con- Zé
tains the following play s=pparatus:

Kindergarten swings, slides and seesaws.

Swings, slides and exercise unit for older children,

Open free pley area,
Continuous benches along the chain link fence enclusure.

Avenue hss been extended southward to include the following:

24 Hendhall courts
12 Horseshoe Courtas

4 Bocei coutts ‘th ' ’]: k#

Four regulation size baseball fields and one softball diamond with | D
concrete bleachers have been completed but will not be opened for play until a E )
suitabie turf has become established, The softbell diemond is located south of
the swimming pool east of Fulton Avenue. One baszeball field is located north of
the pool, two at Crotona Park North nesr Prospect Avenue and one at Cleremont Park-
way and Crotons Park Bast.

The addition of these new play facilities represents the completion of
8 program, started in 1936 with the construction of the swimming pool. The work
involved the entire reconstruetion of this old 150 acre neighborhood peark, one of
the most heavily used play centg;é in the City. Prior to the reconstruetion PrO~—
ject the outmoded and rundown récreation aréas were insdequate to satisfy the
excessive requirements of & congested neighborhood which resulted in the destruction.
of adjacent'lawns and wvegetation.

The completed improvements affording an outlet for. the various rec-



) o - .
‘reationel needs of all age groups, provides the following facilities:
l. 8 milas of interioﬁ Park wslks end promenades lined with 20,000
" linemr feet of henches and drinking fountains,
' 2. 100 acres of shrub and tree planted lawns, requiring new topsoil,
2,800 new trees and 18,000 shrubs.
3. A boathouse and concession building.
&, Swimming pool and bathhouse.
5, Centrall mall and lake promenade;
6. 12 Playgrounds containing court games, play appaiatua and comfort
stations.,
7. One softbell diemond and concrete bleschers.
8+ Four baséball diamonds and concrete bleachers.
9. Recorstructed children's farm gsardens.
St. Mary's Park consisting in larze psrt of stesep and rocky terrain had
hfa;len into = state of shabbiness end disrepair owing to hard usage, outmoded design
and erqsion due to failure of old drainage systems, The large size of the area
made it necessary to attack the rehabilitation problem in sections. For the past
few years, by means of relief 1abor and contract work.the Depertment of rarks,
has progressed the improvement of the park and its facilities? instaliling a large
children's playzround at Bast 147 Street and St. Ann's Avenue, gonstructing walks,
confort stations, erecting benches, etec.
Under ihe current project the remsinder of the area has been improved.
Some welks hsve been eliminated and all others have been regraded, repaved and
corrected as to aligmment. A new playground has been provided ocn St. Mary's Street
near Crimmins Avenue., Various overlock ait£ing areas have been sdded and the
ground topsciled, seeded znd landscaped.
fencing of the planted aréas, while regrettable from the standpoint of
appearance, has been found essential for maintensnce of the lawns and plantations

and to discourage indiseriminate trespass especially in slopes subject to erosion,
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It is hoped that such fencing may be removed wholly or in part, in the fulture when
plant life has beeome firmly rooted.

The work was esrried out by the Work Projects Administration from plens
prepared by the Dppartment of Parks. in 1934 there were 119 playgrounds in the
five boroughs: G

of which have been reconstructed; with these three additions

there are n laygrounds in the park system.
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aw ! g_g_ ™e ﬁtpcmmﬁ of Puaks sanounscs the Whtion of the resonstyuction
of Urotons sud 5%, Haxy's rferke in The Bronx,

In Crotons Fark, The Sronx, ¢ oneequartsr soXe sonieciycular sephall
surfecud aarginel pleyoreund st the north ead of the park neer Leraion Avemie tone
tains the following plsy apparatus)

Kindaxrgarten swings, elides end couseal

Swings, siides end swsroiss uait for older ohildren,

Opmn fyee HleF ores,

Conkinuous denckos ajon; tle chain link fencs enclasurd,

& oomw Lalf sore nephelt surfecod fyes Dlay afes and yollor axeting
treck i logseted st the Crotona Feri Zest and 174%h itreed,

The tennis court eres, cantyally loestod in the jark escl of Jrotous
Avenus hes Yoen axtendad scuthward to inolude the followings

84 Hendbell sourts

18 iorsaston Courts

4 Boeel courta

Four vegulstion sioe beseball riclds &nd one softbell dieond with
eoncreto bienchera heve been comploted but will not be opened for Hley until s
suitable turf hes beooos s3tebllelied, The softbell dissond is looeted south of
the awiming pool esst of Fulton Svaous, Ones beasebull field s Jlodssted aopth of
the pool, two &t crotons Fedic Lorth near crospect ivanus acd one et Claremobt Vadie
way ond Urotons Ferk dasle

The eddition of these new play fecilities represeanta tie coupletion of
@ srogren, sterbed in 1038 with the construstion of tie swimzing pools The work
involived the antire reconstruotion of ibhlae old 150 ecre neighborho:d park, oue of
the mowt hoevily usad play contore in tha City. ¥Prlor to the reconstiructicn proe
jest the outowded snd rundown represtilon eress wore inmdeguste to satialy the
sxosssive require.scts of & domeuted noighboriood whioh resuited in the destructiGm.
of adjscent lewns eand vagetation,

| The oompleted iroroveusnts affording an outlet for.the various rede
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restional nesds of all age grouph, srovides the following facilities:

e 8 mtles of intorior park walka sl prozonsdes lined with 20,000
Linewr oot of beoshes mnd dbnking founteinss |

24 100 mares of abrub end ¥ywe plsnted lewns, re uiring sew topaoil,
2,800 new trecs ond 13,000 shrube.

3+ 4 hosthouse and conesssion duilding,

& Owimnuing pool and bethhouss,

8, contesll aail aud leke npanenads,

e 18 Playpround: oontaiping gourt gases, ploy eppavotus end eonford
stations,

7+ ‘s softhelil Simzond end consrete blessberd,

8, Faur badadall dinconds snd conorste Dlesohera,

¥ Beocnetrusted ohildren's farn gardens,

ot, Hery's Terk consisting i lar.e psrt of steep snd rooky terrain hsd
fallen into a state of ahabdbinese end disyupsis owisng to hord usege, outuoded deaige
and smvosion oo to fellure of old drejnagze systens, The laxge sise of the eres
Cuede 1t novascary to etisok the rehedbilitatich probvlias tn sectionay For the past
few yourw, DY mosns of relief lador sud ooutrect work the Depurieeet of -aria,
bas propreassd the izprovensnt of the rerk and its feellities, inetellin: e lerge
ehildrents oley:vound st Zest 347 street and 5t, Annts Avenws, Sohotructinmg wellks,
cozfort atetions, sresting twachkss, ete,

Under :he currest project tha remmindar of the sros has bhesu loproved,
Sys wnlke heve besn sliminsted end all others hove beon vegraded, repaved sod
sorvected am to olignment, /. asw playrround hes heen providad on (6 deryts Strest
nosy Criceins Avetium, Various cverlook sisting erses hove beon addad and the
ground topaoiled, seoded end lsndocaped.

senclog of the plented arees, while Tagrettable from 3he stendpoint of
soearance, has desn found sssential Sor seintensnos of the lewnas snd plantationa
and to discoursze indisoriminste treapsss capecislly in slones opudjoct %o srosiod,
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it is boped thet such favolng cey be recoved wiholly or 18 padd, in ihe futuve when
plent life Les bacors Firly ruoteds

The wori was aayried cut by the York Frojeots /duintatration from plans
rrepered by the Dspertoent of Ferig. i 1934 there wexe 113 pleyprousds in the
Tive borowghey _ of whiich hove been peconstructed; wit mg'i&ﬁgizaﬁsmu are

aow .. vlsygrounds in the pexk synten,

i
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS .
Arsenal, Central Park

For Release

ST, iaRY'S FAR: - BRONX

habﬂm&tianwmmgﬂ@awk

s
M consisting in large part of steep and rocky terrain

had fellen into a state of shabbiness and disrepair owing to hard usage,

outmoded design and erosion due to failure of old drainage systems. The
large size of the area made it necessary to attack the rehabllitation pro-
blem in sections. For the past few years, by means of relief labor and con-
tract work the Department of Parks, has progressed the improvement of the
park and its facilities, installing a large children's playground at Zast
147 Street and St. Ann's Avenue, constructing welks, comfori stations,
erecting benches, etc,

Under the current project the remainder of the area has been im-
proved. Some walks have been eliminated and all others have been re-
graded, repaved and corrected as to aligmment. 4 new playground has
been provided on St. Mary's Street near Crimmins Avenue., Various over-
look sitting areas have been added and the ground topsoiled, seeded and
landscaped,

Fencing of the planted areas, wnile regrettable }rom the stand-
Ayt s H gttt L

point of appearance, has been found essential%%g;ﬁhﬁmaaﬁahkmahﬂsnt of
the lawns and plantations and to discourage iﬂdiscrimin&te trespass
especially in slopes subject to erosion. It is hoped that such fencing
may be removed whollv or in part, in the future when plant life hes be-
come firmly rooted,

as ferme the Work f&ogectsm%aminlstratlon from plans

/-" .....
and spec1fic ons prepa bv the Divibion of Besi % of] the tmggt

* xF F oA om
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Lo . DRAFT .
DEPARTMENT CF PARKS

Arsensnl, Central FPark For Relense

Tel. 'REgent 4-1000

The-Pepuriment—of~Paries--amomces--the - stipistion-of-two new
playgrawm%mm-ﬁ Crotona. Park, Bronx.tb
‘g&l‘;e-quarter acre semi-ciroular aspha;t surfaoed marginel play-
ground at the north end of the park near Marmion Avenue contains the follow-
ing play apparatuss
Kindergarten swings, slides and scesews.
Swings, slides and exercise unit for older children.
Open free play aree.
Continuous benches along the chain link fence enclesurse.
A one=helf acre asphalt surfaced free play area and roller skating
track is located at Crotona Park East and 174th Street.
‘ The tennis court area, centrally located in the park east of
Crotona Avenue has been extended southward to include the following:
24 handball ocourts
12 horseshoe courts
4 bocel courts
Four regulation size baseball fields and one sof'tball dismond with
concrete bleachers have been campleted but will not be opened for pley until
& suitable turf has become established. The softball diamond is located
south of the swimming pocl east of Fulton Avenue. One baseball field is lo-
cated north of the pool, two at Crotoma Park North near Prospect Avemnue and
one at Claremont Parkway and Crotona Park East.

The addition of thase new pla fa.oilities represents the oomplation

»Z?-- o el Ak Q"‘Amwﬁﬁrr
of & program, started in 1936, -wisioh M the entire onstruction
The wrernde

of this old 150 acre neighborhood park, one of the most heavily used play cen-

ters in the City. Prior to the reconstruction projeot the outmoded snd rundown
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recrestion areas were inadequate to satisfy the excessive requirements of a
congested neighborhoed which resulted in the destruction of adjacernt lewms
and vegetation,.

The campleted improvements affording an outlet for the variocus

recreational needs of all age groups, provides the following facilitiess

. g F
! S
G 1. 8 miles of interior park walks and promenades ﬁ’?""’ S

PR d enches sand drinking fountains

an s ----------- 25100 86Fes of shrub end trce planted lswns, re-
- PV A quiring new topsoil, 2,800 new trees and
18,000 shrubs

A boaxhouse and concessgion building

Swimming pool amd bathhouse

Central mall and lake promenade

12 playgrounds oontaining court gemes, play
apparatus end comfort stations

7+ One softball dismond and concrete bleachers

8+ Four baseball diamonds ard eoncrete
bleachers

9¢ Reconstructed children's farm gardens

.............

Lo ‘The work wes carried out by the Work Projects Administration from
plens prepared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds

in the five boroughs; of which have beer reconstructed, with ‘l:l'uf.s:t addi-
Tion there are now __ playgrownds-in the park system. %

T o
e
N }J/‘«/fr M /"L'&MJ ; ok x %



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK - FOR KELEASE MOFDAY

TEL. REGENT 4-1000 October 13, 1941

The Department of Parks announces the completion of the recon-
struction of Crotona and St. Maryt!s Parks in The Bronx.

In Crotons Park, The Bronx, a one-quarter acre semi-cifcular asphalt
surfaced marginal playground at the north end of the park near Marmion Avenue

.contains the following apparatus:

Kindergarten swings, slides and seesaws.

Swings, slides and exercise unit for older children.

Opsn free play aresa. _

Continwous benches elong the chain link fence enclosure.

A cne~half acre asphalt surfaced free play area eand roller sketing
track is located at the Crotona Park East and 174 Street.

The tennis court aresa, centrally located in the perk east of Cro-
tona Avenue has been extended southward to include the following:

24 Handball courts

12 Horseshoe courts b

4 Bocecl courts

Four regulation size baseball fields and one softball diamond with
concrete bleachers have been completed but will not be opened for play until
a suitable turf has become sstablished. .The softball disamond is located
south of the swimming pool east of Fulton Avenue. One baseball field is
located north of the pool, two at Crotona Park ¥Worth near Prospect Avenue
and one at Crotona Park Bast and Claremont Parkway.

The addition of these new play facilities represents the comple-
tion of a program, started in 1936 with the construction of the swimming pool.
The work involved the entire reconstruction of this old 150 acre neighborhood
park, one of the most heavily used play centers in the-City. Prior to the
reconstruction project the outmoded and rundown recreation areas were ine
adequate to satisfy the excessive requiremsnts of s congested neighborhood
which resulted in the destruction of adjacent lawns and vegetationm.

The completed improvements affording an cutlet for the various
recreational needs of all age groups, provides the following facilities:

l. 8 miles of interior park walks and p;omenades lined with
20,000 linear feet of benches and drinking fountaing,

2. 100 scres of shrub and tree planted lawns, reguiring new top-
soil, 2,800 new trees and 18,000 shrubs.

3+ A boathouse and concession building.

4, Swimming pcool and bathhouse.

5, Central mall and lake promenade.

6., 12 plaeygrounds containing court games, play apparatus and



comfort stations.

7. One softball diamond and concrete bleachers.

8. TFour baseball diamonds and concrete bleachers.

9. Reconstructed children's farm gardens.

S5t. Mary's Park consisting in large pﬁrt of steep and rocky ter-
rain had fallen into a state of shabbiness and disrepair owing to hard us-
age, outmoded design and erosion due to failure of old drainage systems.
The large size of the area made it necessary to attack the rehsbilitation
problem in sections. PFor the past few years, by means of relief labor and
contract work the Department of Parks, has progressed the improvement of the
park and its facilities, installing a large children's playground at Bast
147 Street and St. Ann's Avenus, constructing walks, comfort stations,
srecting benches, etc.

Under the current project the remainder of the area has been im-
proved. Some walks have been eliminated and all others have been regraded,
repaved and corrected as to alipgnment. A neﬁ playground has been provided
on St. Mary's Street nesr Crimmins Avenue. Various overlook sitting areas
have been added and the ground topsoiled, seeded snd landscaped.

Fencing of the plsnted areas, while regrettable from the stand-
peint of appearance, has been found essential for maintenance of the lawns
and plantations and to discoursge indiscriminate trespass especially in
slopes subject to erosion. It is hoped that such fencing may be removed
wholly or in part, in the future when plant 1life has become firmly rooted.

The work was carried out by the Work Projects Administration
from plans prepared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 there were 119
playgrounds in the five boroughs; 61 of which have been recohstructed;
with these three additions there are now 451 playgrounds in the park

system.

sokk ok ok
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ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELEASE  Monday,
TEL. REGENT 4~1000 0cEtober 15, 1941

The Department of Parks announces the completion of a new 200 car
parking field and also a practice tee and fairway at Clearview Golf Course,
Queens. This 120 acre course is loceted south of the Belt Parkway in Bavside
betrreen Cross Island end Bell Bouleverds. The project elso included the general
improvement of 12 acres of park area adjacent to the main park entrances.

The parking field mmy be reached via the Belt Parkway exits to Bell
Boulevard and the south service road which leads westerly to the entrance. A
new 300 foot asphalt surfaced sccess roadway 30 feet wide with connections for
both east and west bound south service road traffic lends directly to t%e field.
New trees and block paving have been placed along the drive end around the
parking field. The existing service rosd sidewalk has teen extended along the
west side of the entrance drive both of which lead to a landing platform in
front of the future clubhouse entrance.

The old'z% story frame structure on the site of the propesed eclub-
house which served as a food concession and pro shop has been demelished and
& temporary structure was provided during the past summer for these purposes.

The current project includes a broad flagstone terrace which will
extend from the south porch of the nsew clubhouse to the edee of a small pond
which hes been dredged snd the shores landscaped. A tree shaded sitting ares
with access to the parking field has bean reconstructed adjacent to the first
tees Additional benches have teen placed to accommodate 100 persons. The
pond soﬁth of the present clubhouse hss been dredged and enlarged., The first
and tenth tees werec moved forward to allow grcater spacs for the clubhouse
setting, The new practice fairway located west of the entrance drive will not
be opened until a suitable stand of grass has been developed. The old one
end two story frame structure adjscent to the south drive will conmbinue tq
serve 88 a clubhouse until the new gquarters have been completeﬁ. At that
time the building will be demolished and the site converted into lawn arces,

The increasing popularity of this course which in addition to well
maintained golf facilitics presents unusual vistas from the higher tess over
the trec bordered fairwsys to Long Islend Sound is evidenced by a total of

66,000 rounds playcd to date .this scason. The coursec is operatzd from Mev 15

to Novcmber 30,

L



. . #-TEPARTMINT OF PARKS

APSTYAL, CTNTRAL PARK FOR RELEASE  Sunday, -
TRL., REMNT 4.1000 Octobcr 12,1941

The Department of Parks announccs that of the 507 entrics in the
Amatcur Photo Contest oconduetéd: by the Park Departuient, the followiny were

43 judgsd the winners:

Junior Division (up to 18 years of age )

lst Placs = Ben Grover.Mitchell, 605 West 137 Strect, New York
City - 155 years of age

Titlc of picture - "Sailor's Dream”
2nd Place ~ Rodman Singer, 1080 Anderson Avenue, Bronx - 15%-V€ars
Title of picture - "Duck Feoding Time"

3rd Place - Richard EBaright, 326 East 67 Strcet, New York
City ~ 12 ycars of ege

Titlc of pieture - "The Two Jacks Players"
Honorshlc Mintion was given to tha following contecstants:

Ben Grovir Mitehcll, 605 Tecst 187 Street,
New York City - Ape 15% :

Bernerd J. Fox, 1944 E:st 12 Street,
Brooklyn, N. Y. ~ Agc 15

Irwin Fricdman, 210 E:st 165 Strect,
BI‘OHJ{, Nu Y. - Agc 14

Lorrainc Sicgel, 1270 Bast 18 Street,
Brooklyn’ I\Io Yo - Agc 12

Barbara Diektor, 1200 East 18 Strect,
Brocklyn, N, Y. « Agc 12

Virginia Kearncy, 1023 - 76 Stroet,
Brooklyn, Ne Yo - Age 11

Theresa Wernli, 440 Riverside Drive,
New York City - Are 14

Irwin Bergknoff, 1136 T:ller Avenue,
Wew York City - Ape 15%

Andrcw J. Pernieisn, 2625 - 14 Avcnuc,
Brooklvn - Age 15

SENIOR DIVISION (over 16 years of agc)

1st Placc ~ Jack Gerber, 308 Best 5 Strcct, Brooklyn, WN.Y.
- Titlec of Picture -~ "Mc - Get Off the Swingl®
end Ploce ~ Albert Aboff, 40 Monroc Street, New York City
Title of Picturc - "Centrcl Perk Skiing Hill"
3rd FPlecc - Williem H, Grecnc, 3341 Rescrvoir Oval W., Bronx
Title of Picturc - "Child on a Jungle Gym"
Honorablc Mention was given to the foilowing contestants:
M Mbskcwitz, 667 Crotone Park N., Bronx

Irving Woexler, 119 Peyson Avenuc, ¥ew York City
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Peter Huss, 83 Coleridge Street, Brooklyn, N.Y,

David B, Hussakof, 380 Knickerhocker Ave-
nue, Brooklyn, N.Y.

N. Pield, 625 Caton Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Jack Lane, 80 Strong Street, Bronx, N. Y,
Norman Boudreau, 419 - 16 Street, Brooklyn, W.Y.
Rose Ludlum, 148 "est 4 Street, New York City

Frederick Steiner, 1440 ™ood Road, Parkchester,
Bronx, -N. Y.

¥, Mansfield, 297 Pulaski Street, Brooklyn, ¥.Y.

D. K. Stein, 111% Jerome Avenue, Bronx, N. Y,

Sol Linderman, 64 West 175 Street, New York City

Samuel Kaplan, 2727 University Avenue, N. ¥, C,

Eddie Goodman, 1272 Grand Concourse, Bronx, N.Y.
The prizes consist of the following:

JUNIOR DIVISION

lst Brize - 810 gift certificate for Photographic Supplies-
donated by Abe Cohen's Exchange

énd Prize - Camera - donated by Davega City Radio, Inc.

3rd Prize - Photo Qil Colors - Academy Set - donated by
dohn G. Marshall Inc,.

SENIOR DIVISION

l1st Prize - 815 gift certificate for Photographic Supplies -
Ararfed by the Department of Parks

2nd Prize - $10 gift certificate for Photographic Supplies -
. Awarded by the Department of Parks

3rd Frize « Fhoto0il Colors - Academy Set - donsted by
dohn G. Marshalil Inc,.

Certificetes of merit will be awarded to the contestants receiving
honorahle mention.

The judges of the contest were: Paul J, Woolf, Rodney MeKav Morgan,
and, Paul Schum,

All the prize pictures, together with those credited with honorable
mention,'will be on display in the new Junior Maseum of the Metropelitan
Museum of Art, 79 Street and Fifth Avenue, Menhattan, beginning Thursday,
Qctober 16, end continuing through Thursday, October 23, from 10 A, V. to
5 P, M, with the exception of Sundev, October 19, when the hours will ke
froml Po M. %0 6 P, ¥,

Eresentation.of prizes tp the wimnine eompetitors will take plsce

on Tuesday, October 21, at 4 P, M,, at the Mectropolitan Muscum of Art.

* ok %k %
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-  “DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK
TEL. REGENT 4-1000

BAITTIDAT

For Release

Octoner 11, 1041

The Devartment of Pariis announces that social dancing is now going on

at designated recreation buildings in the five boroughs, with :imusic furnished

" by orchestras assigned to the Park Dewartment by the Hew Yorl: City WPA Music

Project.

Dancing coumences at 8:30 p.m. and continues until 10:30 H.m.

dsrs and at the locations listed as below:

MEHATIAY  hiondeys

BROQKLYE

RICILOED

Hednesdays

Fridays

Mondays

Nednesdays

Fridays
Fridays

Trursdars

- west 25 Street Gymnasiwm, 407 Jest 28 Street

Highbridge Play Center, 174 Street and Amsterdan Avenue
Thorias Jefferson Play Center, 114 Street and First Avenue
Colonial Piay Center, Bradhurst Avenue and 145 Street

Hanilton Fish Play Center, Pitt and Liouston Streets

Carriine Street Gymnasiwm, Clarkson Strect and Seventh

Avenue
Prosnect Park Picnic llouse, Prospect Park
Sunsét Play Center, 41 Street and Fifth Avenuse
I-.‘:cCarren' Play Center, Lorimer, Bayard and Driggs ,Avez;ue
Red Took Play Center, Clinton, Bay ahd Henry Streets
Astoria Play Centexr, 19 Street and 25 Avenue

Crorwell Play Center, Pier 6, Toapkinsville

* k%



DEPARTLELT OF PARKS :
ARSENAL  CEITRAL PARK . FOr RELZASI __FRIDAY

Lttt A e A -

TEL. REGEST 4-1000 October 10, 1941

The Departaent of Parks announces that the ice skating rink at the City
Building, Flushing Meadow Park, Queens, will open for the 1941-42 season on
Saturday morning, October il; at 9:30 a.m. Since the closing of the rink last
Spring, several improvements have been made to make this Tacility wmore attrac-
tive to patrons, The checking counter has been moved to the end of the build-
ing so that those waiting to checlt clothing wili not have to wait outside ex-
posed to inclement weather. Floor covering has been provided along the concrete

~walks, which should add greatly to the comfort of the vatrons. A comnletely new
sound svstem and 6rgan have been installed. The food counter and eating space
have been enlarged and a new womén's rest room will shorily be completed at tie
soutlh end of the building so that ice skaters will not have to wmingle with
roller skaters off the rinlk. .
The rink will be operated on the following schedule! Free rnorning ses-
gions for children under fourteecii on Satu;days, vacation days and nelidays, ex~
cépt Christmas, from 9:30 to 12 noon. Afternoon sessions, admission 20¢ - includ-
ing tax - Saturdays, Sundays and holidays 2 to 5 n.m., all other days 2:30 %o
5:30 p..1.; evening sessions - 7:30 to 11, adiission 40¢ - including tax., Shoe
skates can be rented at a charge of 50¢. Geieral admiission for spectators to
the building is 9¢ for children under twelve and 1l¢ including tax for ail others.
There is no additibnal chazge for checlking cloties., The increase fron 35¢ to 36¢
nlus 4¢ tax for evening adiission was necessitated by the new Fedral tax bill
walchh reguires the collection of the tax, The afterncon pHrice of 20¢ was main-
tained ot last rear's level so that the child atiendance would not be burdened
by the tax, The tax will be absorbed by the city
The secfion of the park surroundinsy the building has veen reconstructed
wits @ fevised wallt systeq and Lproved landscasing, Mew »nariing speces have
beeﬁ constructed iimediately to the south and to the noril of the building.
Antonobilists can reasch the narliing spaces from the Hnréce Harding Boulevard and
Roosevelt Ayenue'gétes.
Tue City Building mey be reached via tue following transportation lines:
TaT, EMT and 2rd Avenue Lines to 11l Street Station |

Tlushing~-Ridrewood Trolley to 52nd Avenue
Wells one bloci north to Park

Indesendent Subway - Queens lines to Woodliaven oulevard
end Trivorough 3us {-&3 to Dlst Avenue

%k Kk % K
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS CITY OF NEW YORK |

COMPARISON OF REVENUES FOR THE FIRST NINE MONTHS OF 1940 ano 194

SYMBOL $5,ooo={=

GOLF
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~40 0000000000 0000000000 00000000000000000000000000004¢ 324424452
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS CITY OF NEW YORK

COMPARISON OF REVENUES FOR THE FIRST NINE MONTHS OF 1940 ano 194!

SYMBOL $5,ooo={=
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' DEPARTMENT OF PARKS NLLTASE Mondey
Arsenal, Central Park October 6, 1941
Tel. REgent 4-1000

The Department of Parks announces that the revenues for the first nine
months of 1941, compared with the sama period for the year 1940, indicate approx-
imately e 20% increase, and the increass over 1833 is more than 100%. The figures
are as follows:

1933 $463,823,97
1940 829,799.66
1941 293,607.80

The ten golf courses, at which 19,878 seasonal permit holders and 235,363
daily permit holders pleayed 548,367 rounds of golf, show a 14% increase.

The concessions for the sale of food, gasoline, newspapers, etc., inersasec
23%. The new facilities opened this year include the Flushing Bay Boat at Flushing
Meedow Park; food bars at the Amphitheater, Flushing Meadow Park; concession build-
ing and pier at C;narsia Park; and concegsion buildings at Plum Beach and Pelham
Bay Park.

The seventesn outdoor swimming pools showed a 7% increase; 2,055,797 pec-
ple used the pools; 671,729 of those were children admitted free; 837,792 were
children who paid 10¢, and 546,287 were adults who paid a 20¢ admission charge.

The amphitheater end swimming pocl at Flushing Meadow Park opened for public use
on July 27, 1941, and judging from the heavy usage of these facilities during this
short ssason, they will be a most popular addition to the park system.

The thirteen miles which makes up the five beaches show a 247 inorease in
revenue and were used by approximately forty million people.

The 510 tennis courts showed a slight increase in revenue, and were used
349,960 times by 19,300 permit holders.

The roller and ice skating rinks at the City Building, Flushing leadow Park,
wers. opened to the public on January 12, 194l. The facility was used by 180,399;

of these, 21,675 were children admitted fres, and 158, 724 paid an admission fec.

The new federal tax law requires that the City pay a tax on admissions to
swinming pools and the skating rinks, starting October 1. As far as possible, the
new rates have been arranged so as to favor the children using thess two facilities.
At the roller and ice skating rinks at Flushing Meadow Park, the total admission for
the afternoon session, which is attended mainly by children, has been kept the scme.
The admission charge is eighteen cents with a two-cent tax. The evening price has
been inecreased to thirty-six cents with a four-cent tax or total charge of forty
centse At the swimming pools next summer it is planned to reduce the price for

children under twelve years of age to nine cents, so that the children will be ex=

dmpt from a tax.

* % % * *
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The Department of Parks ammounces the completion of work in connection
with two reconstructed parks, one in Manhattan, and the other in Brooklyn which
includes a new playground.

In Manhattan, the old 6 acre DeWitt Clinton Park extending from West
52 Btreet to 54 Street between 11 and 12 Avenues, acquired in 1901, was domina-
ted by an outmoded classical brick and stome pavilion more ornate than useful.
The old comfort stations and showers located in the bgsement of the pavilion pre~
sented difficult maintenence problems. The remainder of the development, con-
sisting of a wading pool, a few pieces of play apparatus and a cinder surfaced
baseball field, did not efficiently utilize this property for active recreational
purposes in an underprivileged neighborhood where such services are greatly
needed and used.

The old pavilion and comfort station was demolished and replaced by a
modern brick buildinge The play was enlarged by the construction of retaining
walls.

There are two wide pate controlled entrances on each side of the new
comfort station, which i8 located on the center line adjacent to the east fencs,
lsading to the wading pool area. The wading pool may also be used for basketball
and volleyball in the fall snd winter. Two shuffleboard courts are parellel to
the west end of the poole.

A gate in the north femce of the pool area leads to the court gemes
area which contains two combination basketball snd volleyball courts and two
hendball courts completely bordered by & high chain link fencee

Play apparatus arsas for preschool end older children are located in twe
fence enclosed units south of the pool. The following facilities are inoluded:

45 lineal feet play swings

45 lineal feet kindergarten swings
play slides
kindergarten slides
seasaws

pipe frame exercise unit
irrigated sand pit

Ll R a I AN

The playground is bordered by a block paved panel containing a row of
plane trees, alternating with benches facing the new asphalt surfaced interior
boundary walkse. These connect, at each cornmer of the playground, with the
existing stairways which lead to the boundary street sidewalkse

" The north, south and west slopés betweon the playground and proparty
line hgve been planted with a variety of trees and shrubs including hawthornes,

flowering orabapples, viburnums, privets and oriental plame trees..
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The baseball field rscently seeded will not be opened until the turf
has become sufficiently established to withstand usages

In Brooklyn, the old four acre informal Brower Park formerly lmown as
Bedford Park is located in a residential area bounded by Flatbush Aveﬁue, Eastern
Parkway, Buffalo Avenue and the Atlentic Division of the Long Island Railroad. It
contained a children's museum end library, Wer Memorial and comfort station joined
by interlacing paths in a setting of worn out patches of grass. This is the only

&
park available to this densely populated sectione

The mew development, which reserves 80% of the ares for passive enjoy-
~ment of broad tree-dotted lawns, also provides a new playground for youngsters
where they may safely play on a wariebty of exercise units.

The museum, located at the west end of the park, has been provided with
e spacious block paved terrace extending around all sides. Affording a more ade-
quate setting and better circulation, the terrace is edged with continuous benches
backed up by formal hedges. Wew ﬁnd broader approach walks and stairways connect
with releocated park entrances at convenient pointse

Wide interior park walks leading from the east terrace give access to
the adjacent hedge bordered apparatus and sand pit arease Encircling the play«
ground the paths merge with the bemch lined promenade which skirts the broad oval
lawn areae. Enlarged entrances to the promenade are located at the northeast and
southeasgt corners of the park.' Two casually placed sitting areas are placed in
the irregular shaped grass plots between the oval lewm and the south boundary fencee

A special grass seed for shady areas was used in those areas where the
0ld trees are closely spaced. Seventy new trees were planted for screening pur-
peses and to provide additional shade around the éitting areas. The varieties
used are Norway and red meples, elms and flowering dogwoods, 4,200 English ivy
and grownd myrtle have been planted in pmnels and borders around grass plotss
1,350 flowering quinces were used in hedges. Seventeen specimen hawthornes pro-
vide accent and interesting flowers. A group of delicate flowering silverbslls
located in a far corner across the oval lawn panel will providela white shower of
golid blossoms in the early spring. Hundreds of fragrant honeysuckles and yele
low forsythias are massed around the entrances and along the boundary fencess

These improvements were carried out by the Work Projects Administration
from plans prepared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 thers were 119 playgrounds
in the five boroughs; 81 of which have been recomstructed, with this addition,

there are now 448 pleygrounds in the park systeme
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+ DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK ' ' For Release-_._ﬂuﬁda?:'

TEL. REGENT 4-1000 : October 5y 1941

The Department of Parks announces that the trunk of
the o0ld Tree of Hope better kmown throughout Herlem as the
"Wishing Tree™ which was knocked over and damaged by an avto-
mobile has been repaired and will be reset at 131 Street and
7th Avenus with ceremonies on Monday, October 6, at 10 A. M,

Park Commisaioner Robert Moses will preside, Mayor
LaGuardia will reset the old stump and Bill Robinson with his
choir and chorus girls.and 11 piecs band from "The Hot Mikado™

will cornclude the ceremonies with songs and dances.

* k % *
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The Department of Parks announces_thét a concert will be
given by members of park plafground childrents orchestras at the'
Nbli; Central Park, on Sunday, October 5, at 2:30 P.i.

Thirty children in all will take vpart in this concert, with
3ix representatives from each borough. They will be divided into
two age groups: Juniors - 7 - 11 years; and Seniors - 12 -lﬁ'years.

The progzram will include solod on the following types of
instruments: niano, accordion, drums, violin, flute, saxophone,
cornet, and orchestra 59115.

Pins, beariﬁg the sycamore leaf, emblemn of the Park Def
partpent, will be nresented to all who participsie next Sunday.

afternoon,
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The Department of Parks snnounces the completion and reopeﬁr
ing of Martins Field playground, a one and s quarter acre rectangular
shaped plot, located near the corner qf 164 Street and 46 Avenue,
Queens.

The old lgyout consisted of a circular conerete wading pool
bordered by a few pieces of widely spaced playground apparﬁtus. The
general surface was of grass which was difficult to maintain. A thick
grove of existing mixed-hardwood trees irregularly scattered through-
out the playground provided obstacles to its best utilization for ae~
tive plays

The new development required the removel or relocatidn of
a fow trees in favor of more play apparatus and court games. The
two existing entrances from 46 Avenue, the boundary fence and flood~
lighﬁing.have beeﬁ retained as well as the circular wading pool.

The grass was reﬁlaced by bituminous meteriel. Block paving was
placed arcund each tree to permit irrigation. A new brick comfort
station was ioc&ted adjacent to the north property line.

The following equipment has been arranged adjacent to the

boundary fencess

Irrigated sand pit Play swings & slides

2 kindergarten slides Pipe frame exercise unit
Kindergarten swings 2 shuffleboard courts

4 seosaws 3 paddle tennis courts.

The project which was constructed by the Work Projects Ad~
ministration from plans prepared by the Department of Parks slso in-
cluded drainege, irrigation, concrete curbs and benches.

® £ Kk ¥ %
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The Department of Parks announces that plans are belng
progressed to extend Pennsylvania Avenue southerly to provide a
new access to the Belt Parkwav east of Canarsie, The extension
of this important highway will provide direct access to the park-
way for residents of the easferly part of Biooklyn and will form
a conneetion between the term;nus of the Interborough Parkway in
Brooklyn and the Belt Parkvay,

The extension of this highwaey was anticipated at the
time of the construction of the Belt Parkway, and the Pennsyl-
vania Avenue grade separation brid,;e was constructed as part of.
the Belt Parkway contracts. The attached air photo shows this
bridge,

With the cooperation of the Department of Banitation,
£i1l for Pennsylvania Avenug.has already been placed across the
gwanps north of.the parkwaj.

The City Planning Cémmission and the Board of Estimate
have approved the map, submitted by the Borough President of
Brooklyn, establishing the new lines of Pennsylvania Avenue,

The Borough Presidedt of Brooklyn will initiate proceedings to
acquire the additional right-of-way and will carry out the physi-
cal improvement of thé street. The work is being scheduled 80

that it can be completed in the sprinzg of 1942,
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The tremendous residential growth of Queens County in the
last thirly years has almost eliminated any vestige of its former
rural character. Of the thousands of acres formerly devoted to
agriculture, only a half dozen small farms remain. Two of these are
adjacent to the Belt Parkway at its intersection with Cross Bay Boule~
vard and the Sunrise Highway.

Cne of the farms is owned by three brothers: Henry, Christiasn
and Diedrich Brockmenn, and the other by their cousins, Herman and
John Brockmanne. The farms were inherited from their parents and have
been in the family for more than fifty years.

The Broclkmanns practice scientific farming methods and rgise
from two to four crops of vegetables each year for the City markets.
The produce of the farms includes carrots, beets, radishes, leeks,
onions, escarole, Ttalien dandelions, dill, and Swiss chard.

The farms are not as profitable as they once were. Gradual
inerease in City taxes and assessments for wvarious loeal improvements,
as well as the increased cost of labor, is making it more difficult to
sarry on. With the improved access provided by the new parkways and
the subway to the west, it is quite likely that within a few yéars

these farms will have venished with the others in Queens County.
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(kﬂ7 The Department of Parks announces the completion end opening of a park-

°q‘{14 ing field and concession building which have been constructed on Canarsie Pier

N &\SQ located adjacent to the Belt Parkway at the foot of Rockaway Parkway.

~° The 400' x 600! structure which was built several years ago by the De-
partment of Docks consists of solid earth fill retained by concrete bulkheading.

Q\ L) ;5 4 30 foot wide concrete slab supported by three rows of reinforced conorste piles

\S\Q extends around the waterfront sides of the pier, which are protected by & con-
AN
Qﬁ}j \:\ crete fender and wooden string pisce provided with dreinage scuppers.

p!

Access for motorists to the new facilities is provided from a traffic
cirele at the end of Rockawsy Boulevard between the parkwsy and ths pier. Con~
structed in comnection with the Belt system it has parkway exit and entrance con-
hections. | '

Entrance to the 300 car bituminous surfaced parking field is afforded
by a short spur from the traffic cirele. Connections were made between the park-
way and boulevard pedestrian paths to the resurfaced marginal pier promenade. A
hardy variety of Poplar tree, selected to withstand the rigorous growing condi-
tiens, has been planted in multiple rows in 40' to 60' wide panels belween the
parking field and outer walk. Continuous benches, facing the bey are located
along these malls at the back of the promenade.

A large concrete concession building snd comfort station centers on a
small plaza on the south side of the pier. This building also contains public
lockers, storage space and dockmasters office on each side of a main lobby entered

from a semi-circular porch. Two 60 foot sieel flag poles with cross arms and cast

stone bages are located on each side of this entrance shelter.
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A reconstructed barge, 25! x 108' formerly used for naval landing opera~-
tions in the North River, has been converted into a landing float which has been

> &anchored west of the pier. A gang plank connection affords access to the barge

e -

\f
v A el . . .
\l_lh Rowboats, incidental boat supplies, fishing tackle and bait are avail~

from the concession building.

able tﬁrough 8 conecessionaire., Spacious leckers which may be rented in the main
building permit the storage of ocars, oar locks, fishing Yackle, etc, Private
boats and commercial party fishing boats may use the float for landing and dock-
ing at a daily charge of $1.00 per boat and s scasonal rate of $2.00 per foot.
Arrangements for such usage may be made with the Dockmaster at the concession
building. The average period of operation runs from April 1 4o December 1. Mocr-
ing facilities in the adjacent waters of the Bay may be rented.

Light refreshments including ice cream, ssndwiches and coffee will_be
dispensed from a food bar to be operated by Howard Johnson, Inc.

The work was carried out by the Work Projechts Administration from plaw.-

prepared by the Department of Parks.

® ok K ok ok
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The Department of Parks ammounces the completion and opening of a parke
ing field and concession building which have been constructed on Cenarsie Pier
located adjacent to the Belt Parkway at the foot of Rockaway Parkway.

The 400' x 600' structure which was built several years ago by the De~
partment of Docks comsists of solid earth fill reteined by concrete bulkheading.
A 30 foot wide concrete slab supported by three rows of reinforced concrete piles
extends around the waterfront sides of the pier, which are protected by a ocon-
crete fender and wooden string piece provided with drainage scuppers.

Access for motorists to the new facilities is provided fram a traffic
circle at the end of Rockaway Boulevard between the parkway and the pler. Con-
structed in connection with the Belt sysftem it has parkway exit and entranée con-
nections.

Bntrance to the 300 car bituminous surfaced parking field is afforded
by a short spur from the traffic circle., Connections were mede between the park-
way and boulevard pedestrian paths to the resurfaced marginal pier promenade. A
herdy variety of Poplar tree, selected to withstend the rigorous growing condi-
tions, has been planted in multiple rows in 40' to 60* wide panels betwsen the
parking field and outer walk., Continuous benches, facing the bay are located
along these malls at the back of the promenade.

A large concrete concession building and comfort station centers on s
small plaza on the south sids of the pier. This building also contains public
lockers, storage space and dockmasters office on each side of a main lobby entered
from a semi=-cireulsr porch. Two 60 foot steel flag poles with cross arms and cast

stone hases are located on each side of this entrance shelter.
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A reconstructed barge, 25! x 108' formerly used for naval landing opera-
tions in the North River, has been converted into a landing float which has been
anchored west of the pier. A gang plank connection affords access to the barge
from the concession building.

Rowboats, incidental boat supplies, fishing tackle and bait are avail-
able through a concessionaire. Spacious lockers which may be rented in the main
building permit the storage of oars, oar locks, fishing tTackle, etc. Private
beats and comercial party fishing boats may use the float for landing and dock-
ing at a daily charge of $i.00 per boat and s ssasonal rgte of $2.00 per foob.
Arrangements for such usage may be made with the Dockmaster at the concession
building. The average period of operation runs from April 1 to December 1. HNoor-
ing facilities in thé adjacent waters of the Bay may be rented.

Light refreshments including ice créam, sandwiches and coffee will be
dispensed from a food bar to be operated by Howard Johnson, Inc.

The work was carried out by the Work Projects Administration from nla -

prepared by the Department of Parks.

* kK Ok Ok %k
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vy LMibé-7§€; The Department of Parks announces the beginning of work in connec-
tion with the construction of three neﬁ playgrounds, one in Manhattan at Park
Avenue and East 108 Street and two in Brooklyn at Shore Parkwey and Homecrest
Avenue and at 3rd Avenue and 64 Street.

In Manhattan on the sastern half of the block bounded by Madison

Avenue, Park Avenue, Bast 108 Street and East 109 Street, the frontage of the

block, which was recently acquired for a school site and playground, is 80%
occupied by four to five story brick and brownstone dwellings and two garages.
Demolition of the structures on the playground site has been started. The
remaining buildings will be removed under a Board of Education contract in
preparation for a new school to be erected next year.

The recreation area will have two entrances immediately adjacent to
the wost portals of the future school as well as entrances from 108 Street and
from 109 Street. Besides a large asphalt surfeced open play area, the follow-
ing facilities will be provided:

Brick comfort station

2 handball courts

3 shuffleboard courts

Combination basketball and volleyball court
with removeble goal posts

Practice basketball court

Softball diamond with hooded backstop

While school is in session the ares will be reserved for school
children. At all other times it will be operated by the Department of Perks
for the general public.

At Shore Parkway, East 12 Street, William Court and Homecrest Ave-

nue, Brooklyn, the two and one-third ascres unimproved property was aecquired
b& condemnation for recreational purposes in the proceedings for the acquisi-
tion of the Belt Parkway right of way. A four foot strip was released by the
Department qf Parks to the Borough Presidenf of Brooklyn to permit the widening
of Bast 12 Street as a remp approach to the parkway. A considerable smount of
sideslope fill and 350 lineal feet of retaining wall at the southwest cormer
of the plot was required for the bridge approasch snd to permit pedestrian con-
nections hetween the marginal playground walks and the parkway path systems

The playground will be divided into three main sections with sub~
divisions bordered by chain link fence, block surfaced panels,fbenohes and
trees.

The north section will contain four uwnits providing the following:

Brick comfort station
Concrete wading pool
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Irrigated sandpit(12' x 15') and mothers' sitting area
Swings '
Slides

Seesaws

Pipe frame exercise unit

4 oconecrete surfaced handball courts

1 drinking fountain

The middle section, surfaced with asphalt, will contain a basketball
court with removable goal posts to permit roller and ice skatinge

The south section extending to the parkway will be asphalt surfaced

and provided with a softball diamond.

On the west side of 3rd Avenue between 64th and 65th Streets,

Brooklyn, the one and one~quarter acre plot was acquired for recreational

and parkway purposes in comnection with the construction of the Gowanus
Parkway. The Triborough Bridge Authority, under whose direction the con~
necting link between the Belt Parlway and the Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel is
being erected, cleared the site of several building obstructions preparatory
to the construction of the Parkway snd playground.
The elsvated structure passes diagonally through the property in
a broad westerly sweep from 3rd Avenue to the Belt Parkway at Owls Head
Park. Carried on light, graceful arched supports the superstructure affords
& minimum of obstruction to light and air.
When completed the playground will contain the following:
Irrigated sand pit
Seesaws
Slides
1 pipe frame exercise unit
4 shuifleboard courts
Brick comfort station
Conerete wading pool
1 combination volleyball and basketball court
3 paddle tennis courts with removable posts and nets
Roller skating area
6 conorete surfaced handball courts
A new 15' concrete sidewalk will be constructed along the boundary
streets snd new trees will be planted in block penels around the playground
and its various unitase

These throe projects are being constructed by the Work Projects

Administration from plans prepared by the Department of Parks.

% ¥k k%
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
Arsenal, Central Park FOR RELEASE Wesdnesday,

Tel. REgent 4~1000 October 1, 1941

The Department of Parks announces that the children of twenty-two
Park Department playgrounds will participate in specially prepared programs of
recreational activities during the month of October in commemoration of the

official opening of these play areas to the publics

Besides the usual getivities such as: basketball, paddle tennis, hand-

ball, volley ball, shuffieboard, football, soocer and roller sketing, there will

be a variety of spscial events including novelty races, community and group
singing of patriotic songs, birthday party games, salute to the flag, one act
plays, megic shows, and musical snd vocal selestions by playgrownd children's

orchestral snd choral groups.

The October schedule for pleyground birthday celebrations is as follow=

Time of
Borough Playground & Location Opened Celebration
Manhattan Heackscher Playground, 62 St. & West Octs 4, 1936 2:00 Py M,
Drive, Central Park )
Columbus Playground, Baxter & Worth Stse. Oct. 12, 1934 2:00 P. -
Colonial Playground, Bradhurst Ave. & Oct. 16, 1936 2:00 P, K.

West 153 Strest
Lillian D Wald Playground, Cherry, Monroe-Oct. 18, 1934 2:30 P»
& Gouverneur Streets

Gulick Playground, Delancey, Broomse & Oct. 25, 1934 2300 P.
Sheriff Streets

Brookiyn  Geritisen Avenue & Avenue X Qote 2, 1936 2:00 F,

' Carroll Playground, Smith & Carroll Stse Oct. 2, 1936 4500 Po
Douglass Street and Third Avenue Oct. 4, 1939 4300 F, &

Red Hook Playground, Dwight, Richard & Oct. 5, 1937 4:00 P.

Pioneor Stroets

Leiv Eiriksson Playground, 5 Ave. & 66 St Oct. 12, 1934 4:00 P,

Crispus Attucks Playground, Fulton Street Oct. 26, 1934 4:00 F.
& Classon Avenue

Taaffe Place Playground, Myritle Ave. & Octe 28, 1934 4:00 F.
Taaffe Place

Williamsburg Housing Playground, Manhatten-Oct. 29, 1937 4:00 Pe
Avenue & Scholes Street -

Dehill Road & 38 Street Oct. 29, 1537 4:00 Pa

Queens Tudor Field, N. Conduit ive., 80-88 Stse Qot. 6, 1938 3300 P.
Baisley Park Playground, 118 Aves & 155 Ste~Oct. 19,1940 3:00 P.
Thomson Hill Playground, Greenpoint avee. Octs 25, 1937  11:00 As

and 47 Avenue

Bronx Pulaski Playground, E. 133 Street & Oct, 11, 1939 4300 Po
Willis Avenue
Mecombs South, Sedgwick, Jerome Avenues, Oct. 14, 1935 43100 Pe
& Exterior Street

Spofford Avenus & Faile Street Oct. 14, 1935 4:00 P,
Teasdale Place and East 164 Street Octe 14, 1935 4100 P
Fort #4 = Reservoir avenue between Cct. 14, 1935 4300 P,

Sedgwick and Webb ivenues

%* %k kK ¥
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TEL. REgent 4~1000 October 1, 1941

The Department of Parks announces the beginning of work in connec-
tion with the construction of three new playgrounds, one in Manhattan at Park
Avenue and East 108 Street and two in Brooklyn at Shore Parkway and Eomecrest

Avenue and at 3rd Avenue end 64 Street.

In Manhattan on the eastern half of the block bounded by Madison:

Avenue, Park Avenue, East 108 Strest and Bast 109 Street, the frontage of the

block, which was recently acquired for a school site snd playground, is 80%
cccupied by four to five story brick and brownstone dwellings and two garsages.
Demolition of the structures on the playground site has been started. The
remaining buildings will be removed under a Board of Education contract in
preparation for a new school to be arected next year.

The recreation area will have two entrances immediately adjacent to
the west portals of the fubure school as well as entrances from 108 Street and
from 109 Street. Besides a large asphalt surfaced open play area, the follow-
ing facilities will be provided:

Brick comfort station

2 handball courts

3 shuffleboard courts

Combination basketball and volleyball court
with removable goal posts

Practice basketball court

Softball diamond with hooded backstop

While school is in session the area will be reserved for school
childron. At all other times it will be operated by the Department of Parks
for the gemeral public.

At Shore Parkway, East 12 Street, William Court and Homecrest Ave-

nue, Brooklyn, the two and one~third acres unimproved property was acquired

by condemnation for recrestional purposes in the proceedings for the acquisie
tion of the Belt Parkway right of way. A four foot strip was released by the
Department of Parks to the Borough President of Brooklyn to permit the widening
of Bagt 12 Strest as a ramp approach to the parkway. A considerable amount of
sideslope fill and 350 lineal fest of retaining wall at the southwest corner
of the ploﬁ wes required for the bridge approach and to permit pedestrian con-
noctions between the marginal playground walks and the parkway path system.

The pleyground will be divided into three main sections with sub=-
divisions bordered by chain link fence, block surfaced panels,. banohes and
trecse |

The north section will contein four units providing the following:

Brick comfort station
Concrete wading pool
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Irrigated samdpit(12' x 15') and mothers! sitting area
Swings

Slides

Seesaws

Pipe frame exercise unit

4 concrete surfaced handball courts

1 drinking fountain

The middle section, surfaced with asphalt, will contain a basketball
court with removable goal posts to permit roller and ice skabinge

The south section extending to the parkway will be asphalt surfaced
and provided with a softball diamond.

On the west side of 3rd Avenus between 64th snd 85th Streets,

Brooklym, the one and one~quarter acre plot was acquired for recreational
and parkway purposes in commection with the construction of the Gowanus
Parkwey. The Iriborough Bridge Authority, wnder whose direction the cone
necting link between the Belt Parkway and the Brooklyn~Battery Tumnel is
being erected, cleared the site of several building obstructions preparstory
to the construction of the Parkwey and playground.,
The slevated structure passes diagonally through the property in
2 broad westerly sweep from 3rd Avenue to the Belt Parkway at Owls Head
Park. Carried on light, graceful arched supports the superstructure affords
e minimum of obstruction to light and air.
When completed the playground will contain the following:
Irrigated sand pit
Seesaws
Slides
1l pipe frame exercise unit
4 shufflebocard courts
Brick eomfort station
Conerete wading pool
1 combination volleyball and basketball court
3 paddle tennis courts with removable posts and nets
Roller skating area
6 concrete surfaced handball courts
A new 15' concrete sidewalk will be constructed along the boundery
streots and new trees will be planted in block panels eround the playground
end its wvarious units.

These three projects are being consbtructed by the Work Projects

Administration from plans prepered by the Department of Parks.

* ok ok ok
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release Tuesday,
TH.. REGENT 4-1000 Sep‘tember 30, 1941

Bids were opened today by the Department of Parks at the Arsenal
Building on a contract which provides for the widening of approximately one-
half mile of the Hutchinson River Parkway Extension extending westerly from

the Westchester County Line.

The existing pavement consists of two 23 foot wide conecrete roade-
ways and curbs separated by a 28 foot wide grass panel. The contract pro=-
vides for the removal of the existing mall curbs and the addition of two 11
foot lanes to each roadway. The new immer curbs along the 6 foot separating
mall will be constructed of white cement to clearly merk the edge of the
roadwayse. New timber guide railing will be placed at denger points along
the outer shoulders. Additional drainage structures and adjustments to the
existing drainage system to meet new conditions are included in the contraoct.
The separating mall will be reseeded.

Widening of the pavement between the westerly end of this contract
and the new parkway extension over the Huichinson River will be provided under
8 separate contract, bids for which will be opened on October 8the

Parkway traffiec will be maintained for the duration of the new
work which is expected to bhe completed early in January.

The three lowest bids were submitted by the following:

1. Harlem Contracting Compeny, Inc. $30,218.50
44 Exchange Place, New York City

2. Melwood Construction Corporation 32,450.00
507 Fifth Avenue, New York City

3+ Tuckehoe Construction Company ' 32,640.00
116 Columbus Ave., Tuckshoe, N« T,

* % % ¥



' DEPANTUENT OF PARKS ’

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR REIEASE

Tuesday,
TEL. REGENT 4-1000

September 50, 1941

The Department of Parks asnnounces the completion of work in commection
with three park improvements in Queens.

Victory Field, a section of Forest Park, Queens, bounded by Myrtle Ave-
nue, Woodhgven Boulevard, Park Drive and the Rockaway Division of the Long Is-
land Railrcad hes been entirely reconstructed.

This 12 acre athletic field dedicated to the unknown soldier of the
first World War, replaces the former inadequate facilities which consisted of
8 cinder running track overcrowded with dirt surfaced baseball diemonds. The
new development will provide a well rounded recrestional area for the use of
a2ll the residents of this section of Quesnss

The entire field is enclosed by double fencing consisting of an outer
wrought iron picket fence separated from a chain link fence by a tree planted
grass panel. MAccess to the five main fence enclosed areas from the bhoundary
sidewalks is provided by seven entrences on Myrtle Avenus and Woodhswven Bouletsr.

A grass surfgced baseball field and concrete bleacher is located at
the corner of Myrtle Avenus and Woodhaven Boulevards The track snd field event:
area occupies the east half of the development and conbains the following:

440 yard e¢inder running track
Grass surfaced football field with removable goal posts
" 2 softball diamonds with hooded backstops
Facilities for broad jump, high jump and pole vault
370 foot concrete bleacher extending along the west side of
the track

West of the traqk is & large bituminous surfaced open play area which
will be used alternately for roller and ice skating, dancing and softball.

South of this aree facing Park Drive is a battery of seven handball courts.

These two areas are floodlighted for night use. A small square sitting area th_]
with a central memorial flagpole centers on one of the main entrances from “hj
Woodhaven Boulevard south of the renovated comfort station. Benches under )
orientel plane and pin oak trees in block paved panels extend along the fences
separating these aresz.

The comfort station, sitting area, open play area and handball courts
including softball and roller skating will be opened immediatelye The baseball
field and field events area must remain closed until the grass areas have become
sufficiently established to withstand usages

At St. Albans Memorial Park the additional new play ares, a three
acre rectangular plot occupying the entire block south of the mein park area,
and bounded by 169th Street, Sayres Avenue, Merrick Boulevard and 113th Avenue,

is one of two additions acquired by condemnation in 1936s
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The development consists of two grass surfaced softball diamonds lo-
cated diagonally at the northeast and southwest corners of the blocks Portable
steel bleashers for spectators have been installed on the high bank extending a=
long the Merrick Boulevard property line. The field is completely enclosed by
chain link fenece with two gate controlled entrances from Merrick Boulevard.

This projeet also included concrete curbs and stairwey, drainage,
drinking fountains, benches, topsoil, seeding and shrub planting.

At the rear of Public School 119 located in the middle of the block
bounded by T8th Avenue, Central Avenue, T4th Street and THth Street, Queens, a
new playground has been completed and opened.

The playground was constructed in cooperation with the Board of Edu-
cation. While school is in session the area is used by gchool children. At all
other times the playground is operated by the Depsrtment of Parks for the general
public,

The plot is divided into two main fence enclosed sections. Entrance
to the south portion of the playground from the school grounds is by a gate csu-
tered on the sogth fence. A central free pley area is flanked by three combina-
tion volleybali;ﬁﬁd basketball courts with removable goal posts, and a string ~t
three shuffleboéfﬁ courts and four paddle temnis courts. This entire section
ney be used for roller skating and flooded for ice skating.

Entrance to the north section is provided by a central gate in
the separating fence and also through gates from 74th and 75th Streets. This
section is subdivided into small units by block paved panels containing benches
and treeé. Centrally located is a brick comfort station east of which is a large
wading pool designed to provide for volleyball and basketball during cool
wegther .

South of the comfort étation are sight seesaws and three slides for
pre~school childrens To the west, separated by a chain link fence is a battery
of kindsrgarten swings, 4n irrigated sandpit is bounded on three sides by con-
tinuous benches under a row of treese.

These projscts were constructed by the Work Projects Administration
frum plens prepared by the Department of Parksg.

In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds in the five boroughs; €60 of which
have been reconstructed, with this new eddition, thers are now 447 playgrounds

in the park systeme



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

Arsenal, Central Park For Release Mbnday,

Tels REgent 4=1000 September 29, 1041

The Department of Parks esnmounces the opening of a reconstructed
playground located in the northeast corner of Morningside Park at Merningside
Avenue and West 123rd Street. The old playground, pear-shaped enclosure, sur-
faced with bluestone screenings, consisted of a few pieces of overworked play
apparatus, one basketball court end four horseshoe courts. The existing brick
comfort station has been retained im the new development.

The expanded one snd three-quarter acre recreational area at the
north snd of the park will provide more adequate facilities for this crowded
section of Harlem and represents the first stage of the general reconstruction
of the entire 31 acre park which extends from 110th Street to 123rd Street
between Morningside Drive and Morningside Avenue East,

The new playground is completely snclosed with chain link fence.
Street entrances are provided at the northeast and northwest corners. There
are two access points, to the ares, from the adjacent interior park walks.

Two bench-liined tree shaded malls extend along the entire north anl
east sides of the playground commecting the park emtrances with the resurfaced
park walks. Sloping ground necessitated the construction of the various subdt
visions on different levels retained by high ourbs and intercomnected by shord
stairways.

The rfollowing equipment is provided:

Brick comfort station
2 handball courts
Wading pool
3 shuffleboard courts
3 basketball courts with removable backstops
Pipe frame exercise unit
Swings
3 slides
Kindergarten Apparatus Aresa:
2 irrigated sand pits and sitting areas
Swings
3 slides
8 seesaws

The balence of the work commected with the general improvement of the
park now in progress will include the construction of two softball diamonds, &
new brick comfort station adjacent to the existing comfort station at West 1l4th
Strect, sand pits and sitting area, resurfascing walks and repairing steps, re-
grading, vopsoil and seeding, additional benches end fencing.

The work was carried out by the Work Projects Administration from
plans prepared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds

in the five boroughs; 60 of which have been reconstructed. There are now 446

playgrounds in the park system.
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DEPARTMERT OF PARKS .
ARSEFAL, CEPTRAL PARK For Relesse Sunday,

TEL. REGENT 4-1000 September 28, 1941

- PLANTING OF TREES I¥ CITY STREETS

The best time to plant trees is in the Fall season during the
months of Octobsr and November,. .

Although the Department of Parks is chargeﬁ with the care snd
maintenanee of all trees in street areas, it is not suppliea with funds
sufficient o plant new trees, nor to replace trees which have died from
one cause or another. This must be done by property owners.

The Park Department offers every form of cooperation to these
who wish to plant trees in front of their property at their own expense.
& permit is required which is issued, without charge, by the office of
the Park Departmerit in the borough in which the tree is to planted.\ The
permit specifies the kind of tree, excavation, fertilizer and othsr
materials required to assure the best results. The department will
supervise the planting operation.

These reguletions are promulgated so that the City strests may
be lined with healthy trees so planted and located, that they will thrive
and be an asset to the City and to the property ovmers.

Trees planted without ?ermits and which do not conferm %o Park
Department requirements will be removed. In such cases the ﬁroperty
owner is notifisd of his violation and is informed as to the proper pro-
cedure to plant a tree which will bs scceptable and which can be satis-
factorily maintained.

Permits for planting individual street trees may be obtained by

applying to the borough offices at:

MANHATTAN : Arsenal, 64th Street and Fifth Avenue, New York City
BROOKLYN¢ Litchfisld lieansion, Prospect Park, Brooklyn, New York
BRONX: " Birchell avenue and Bronx Park East, The Bronx, New York
QUEENS s The Overlook, Forest Park, Kew Gardens, New York

RICHMOND 1 Clove Lekes Park, Victory Boulevard and Clove Road,
: West Brighton, Staten Island
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release Seturday,

TEL REGENT 4-1000 ' September 27, 194}

The department of Parks announces the completion and opening of =
sitbing erea at Louis Zimmermen Playground in the Bronxe This new addition
is a rectangular plot 25' x 70! Jocated in the northwest corner of the park
at the corner of Barker Avenue and Britton Street. The development consists
of two continuous rows of benches placed in granite bloek, tree planted
panels facing an open central bituminous paved mall. Entrances to this area,
which lies outside of the fenced-in portion of the playground, are provided
from both ends of the mall.

Zimmerman Plsyground approximetely one acre in extent occupies most
of the block bounded by Britton Street, Barker Avenue, Allerton Avenue and
Olinville Avenue. It is one of eight War Memorial Playgrounds opened simul=
taneously on July 15, 1934, two of which were located in Manhattan, one in
Brocklyn, two in Queens, two in Richmond and one in the Bronx.

Located in en apartment house neighborhood the playground is used
to capacity at all times. The existing development which has been rehabilita-
ted by the addition of new granite block paving, conorete sidewalks end curbs
consists of a modern recreation building, wading pool, handball courts and
Playground apparatus.

- The new sitting srea developed on private property recently acquired
by condemmnation rounds out the playground by removing the small jog at the
corner. The benches, which are segregated from the active recreation areas,
supplement and relieve the overcrowded seating facilities within the play-
ground.

The work was carried out by the Work Projects Administration from
pPlans prepsred by the Department of Parks.

* ok ok K
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK : : For Release Saturday,
Tel. REgent 4=-1000 September 27,1941

[

The Department of Parks announces the completion and opening of
four new sitting ereas and a children's playground along the Laurelton sec~
tion of Cross Island Parkway in the Borough of Queens. This section of the
Belt Parkway System was built and opened by the Long Islend State Park Com~
mission in 1936, snd was formerly known as the Laurelton Parkway. Lawns ad-
jacent to the parkway and the banks of the brook paralleling'the parkway
have been used by local children for plaey purposes causing increased main-
tenance problemse

The new recreational facilitiss, designed to relieve this situa-
tion and provide safe and adequate play space have been spotied on each
side of the parkwsy between North Conduit Avenue and the Nassau County Line.

The first, which is typiqal of the four new develiopments, is loca=-
ted on the east side of the parkwey just north of North Conduit Avenue. It
consists of a bituminous surfaced rectangular area offset from the existing
path with a large central irrigsted sand pit. Three sides of the sitting
area are lined with continuous benches. Eleven ocaks, maples end beeches_
wers added to the exlisting planting to provide shade.

The other two areasg are located on the sams side of the parkway,
one is adjacent to Brookville Boulevard and 135th Avenue, snd the other at
Brockville Boulevard and 131st Avenue. Seven new sets of benches have been
installed along the existing paths adjacent to these sitting areas and the
planting has been supplemented with 2 new oaks, beseches and maples.

The fourth area is west of the parkway just south of the 130th
Avenue bridge. This differs from the others im that it provides a double

entrance and is completely bounded by continuous benches. Fourteen swoet
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gums and oaks have been planted immediately adjacent to the benches. A
drinking fountain is provided at all sand pit areas.

North of 130th Avenue and west of the parkway a semi-circular
bituminous surfaced playground has been provided. The area is completely
enclosed by a six foot chain link fence. A single entrance on the west
side connects with a new path which swings around the playground from the
existing park walk system to the street sidewalk over the bridge. Facili=
ties provided include kindergarten swings, four seesaws, a kindergarten
slide and play slide, one pipe frame exercise unit and s fence enclosed
battery of swings for older children. Numerous benches end a drinking
fountain are included.

The work was carrised out by the Work Projects Administration
from plans prepared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 there were 119
playgrounds in the five boroughs; 59 of which have been reconstructed,

with this addition, there are 446 playgrounds in the park systems



Form 26-5M-60241 i 155 . .

s

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release_rri day,

TEL. REGENY 4-1000 September 26, 1941

The Department of Parks announces that on Monday, Septem-
ber 2%, 8:30 P. M., at 105 Street and Riverside Drive, Manhattan, =
special Harvest Festival will be held, featuring solo and community
singing and demonstrations in American Squers Daning.

Approximately 20,000 persons have taken part in American
Square Dancing every Monday night since £%s inception last July.

On several occasions, well lmown exponents of Square Dancing wers
"invited to give exhibitions. Imterest ir the varisty of American
folk damcing steps in vogue throughout different parts of the United
States became so widespread at the Riverside location, that plens are
being formulated for holding similar Square Desncing sessions next
summer at other Park locations in each boroughe
Music for this Harvest Festival next Monday will be sup-

plied by the Park Department Band.
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The Department of Parks announces the completion of work in eonnection

with the reconstruction of the &3-acre pleyground at Grave eyduzgi}ligo ted whs

of 18th Avenue, betwsen 65th and 66th Streets, Brooklyn. gt gl ft .

The 0ld play facilities which were located in four fense enclosed
had become worn ahd unserviceable. The apparatus area divided into two sections
contained a centrel brick scomfort station and typical pieces of apparatus which
wore widely spaced sround the border of a gravel surfeocsd oombination free play
aros and baskatball court. Two handbsll courts with ancient wooden backstops and
a gravel gurfsaced baseball field without backstops were located in the adjacent
central area. The south end of the fisld was provided with eight poorly surfaced
elay tennis courts.

The new development permits greater utilizetion of space by segrega-

tion of smaller compact use areas squipped with increased fecilities.

A central tree shaded bench lined mall extends from the maln perk gate
to the existing comfort station which hae been given a new setting of blook paving,
trees and a flagpols. On both sides of the mall two main fence enclosed sections,
approximetely 1 asre each, are subdivided into various use arses. Alternate benches
snd treee are specad in a § foot blosk pavad horder extending along the inside of
the fence enclosure.

" The following items are contained in these unitss
Combination roller and ioce skating rink
§ shufflehosrd and 2 handball courts
Wading pool with sanijary foot bath
Play swings
1 pipe freame exercise unit
2 play slides :
Horizontal 1adder, horizontal bars and parrallel bars
Combination irrigated sand pit and sitting area
8 kindergarten ssesaws

2 kindergarten alides
Kindargarten swings



Two softball diamonds with hooded backstop& heave been provided in an
adjacent Z-acre asphalt surfaced enclosure with entrances from the comfort sta-
tion plaza. The tennis courte remailn within tho same enclosure but have heen o
resurfaced,

The work was performed by the Work Projects Administration from plans
preparsd by the Department of Parks. In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds in the
five boroughs, ___ of which have been reconstructed. There ars now

playgrounds in the park systen.
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DER4RTMENT OF PARKS

Arsenal, Central Park FOR RELEASE: Tuesday,

Tel. Regent 4-1000 September 23, 1941

The Department of Parks snnounces the completion of & new play-
ground and sitting area on Fort Washington Avenue at 190th Street, Manhattan.
Speakers at the opening ceremonies which will be held on Tuesdey, September
23rd, at 3 P. Me will include Major Irving V. A. Huie, Work Projects id-
ministrator and Mayor La Guardia with Robert Moses, Park Commissioner, pre-
siding as Chairman.

This one and three-quarter acre tract of land at 190th Street
fronting on the east-side of Fort Washington avenue immediately adjacent to
the south boundary of Fort Tryon Park is the most recent of the many gener=
ous donations to the park system of New York City by Mrs. John D. Rockefeller,
Jre It will permanently prevent undesirable private structures which might
otherwise have been erected on this property. By arrangements with the
owners of the plot south of the new playground who were about te build an
apartment, the facade of this new structure facing the new playground was
designed so as to provide windows and baleconiss overlooking Fort Tryon Park
harmonizing with the park plan,

| The new recreational facilities supplement and balance the largse
plot on the west side of Fort Washington avenue also made aveilable to the
Park Despartment by Mr. Rocksfeller and developed as a children's playground
in 1936+ In this way an orderly eand attractive treatment of all sides of
the plaza at the entrance to Fort Tryon Park is assured, and active play
aresas which can not be made available in Fort Tryon Park, are provided
south of its main entramce. 4in ornamental wrought iron fence matching the
west playgroumd enclosure has been erected along the Fort Washington ave-
nue frontagé of the new play area.

Surrounding the renoveted Independent Subway Station the area
descends shorply to the eaﬁt. In order to provide usable surfaces the
new development was adjusted to the slope by o series of granite-vensered
woall-gupported terraces joined by stone stairwgys. The stone in these con-
spicuous walls matches the new granite walls of the subway building.

The entrance from Fort Weshington iavenus, marked by massive
granite posts, gives joint access by way of a 15 foot flight of steps to
the subway and playground. The station to the left is conveniently en~
tered from the platform at the foot of the stairwey. Southward, to the

right, a sitting area has been developed on 2 slightly lower rectangular



terrace which extends over 100 feet to the bgse planting of an apartment
building. Approximately 80 fcot wide and 20 foot above the moderately
pitched landscaped lawn, the terrace, which conteins adeguate seating
accommodations, affords an unobstructed view of Fort George and the
nertheasterly end of Manhaitan over the tree covered lower slopess

A second stairway leading from the central lending platform
descends to a long narrow tree-shaded, bench~lined mall. Extending about
200 feet along the low stone wall at the toe of the sloping ground west
of the subway structure this “spectators" terrace overlooks a quarter acre
asphalt surfaced court games area ¢ feet below.

In this gemes area, the following facilities are provided:

Three paddle termis courts

Two shuffleboard courts

One badminton court

FPour ping-pong tables
Addiﬁional benches and trees extend along the wrought iron railing on top
of the 6 foot wall which retains the geme court terraces A rectangular
fence enoclosed ares adjacent to the morth fence contains two horse~shoe
courtse

Pedestrian comnections to the main park path system have been
provided at the north end of the play arsae.

The plent material used in and around the terraces on the sloping
lawng includes oriemtal plane trees, flowering crabepples, rhododendrons,
azaleas and roses.

The work was carried out by the Work Projects idministration
from plans prepared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 thers were 119
playgrounds in the five boroughsy 59 of which have been reconstructed,

with this addition, there are 445 playgrounds in the park systeme
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"DEPARTMENT OF PARKS . .
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELEASE Monday,
TEL. REGENT 4-1000 Sept. 22, 1941

The Department of Parks announces that coﬁstruction has begun on
thirteen park projects in various neighborhoods throughout the City by the
Work Projects Administration. These areas will be completed and opened to
the public next summer. Covering a total of 65 acres, two of the thirteen
projects involve the reconstruction of existing barks and playgrounds, two
reconstruction of and addition to existing playgrounds, snd the others
represent entirely new playgrounds ranging in size from one to ten acres.

In most instences the new recreational facilities are beiﬁg pro-
vided in old underprivileged neighborhoods where existing park areas are
completely lacking or are toc distant to be accessible to mothers and
childrene

Location of Projects

Manhattan

l. Harlem Meer, Central Park _
2+ John Jay Park, East River Drive-E. 76th to E. 78th Streets.

Bronx

3« Flayground - West 234 Strest and Bailey Avenue
4, Harris Park = Bedford Park Boulevard and 205 Street

Brooklzg

3rd Avenue, 34th-35th Streets

Znd Avenue, 556th & 56th Streets

Pt. Hamilton, 52nd=-53rd Streets

Albany & Foster Avenues

Park Avenue Bast of Nostrand Avenue
Fastern Parkway Extension & Fulton Street

5. Playground
6« FPlayground
7+ Playground
8. Playground
9+ FPlayground
10. Plagygroumd

1

i

Suovns
1l. Playground - Central Avenue, 70th-7lst Streets
12, Park & Playground ~ Utopia Parkway & 73rd Avenue
i3+ Playground - 45th Avenue & 45th Road

The largest improvement is the reconstruction of the north-
eastern corner of Central Park,

This area extending from Conservatory Gardens to 110 Street and
from Pifth Avenue to the East Park Drive, a section popularly known as the
Harlem Meer, contains natural features, the outstanding of whiéh is a four-
teen acre lake, the surface of which lies about eight feet below the general
level of the tree shaded banks which slope to the north, east and west. A
series of rocky knolls separated by ravines rise sharply to the south attain-
ing & height of fifty feet above the lake,

The existing facilities are inadequats to meet the heavy demeands
of the large mdjascent population and the result has been destructive to the

natursl features. The present layout, a product of the outmoded theory that
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parks are pessive recreation areas designed solsly for visual pleasure, must
be revamped to fulfill the many recreational needs of all the people of this
section of Harlem.

The new scheme retains with slight modifications the existing
shape of the lake. A masonry wall about one foot high and = fiftéen foot
promenade will form the new shore line completsly encireling the lake. Fre-
quent connsction will be made to a secondary path system which parallels
the shore promenade and in turn commects with the main park entrances from
Fifth Avenue, 110 Street, Conservatory Gardens and the general park path
system. The south slopes and ravines will be interlaced with narrower foot
paths and trails which will pass through interesting plantings and lead to
resting places at the tree shaded overlook areas, from which views of the
lake and Censervatory Gardems will be possible. Benches will be spaced a-
long the lake promenade, the general path system including the trails, and
the overlook areas.

The main features of the north shore adjacent to 110 Street will
be a U-ghaped combination brick bost house, comfort station and refreshment
concession with a three hundred and sixty foot boat landing platform thirty
feet wide. Two new entrances will be cut through the north wall of the park
with stone stairways leading to the boat house plazas

The existing entrance at the intsrsection of 110th Street and
Fifth Avenus and at 106th Street will lead to the path system and lake pro-
menade. Convenient approaches to the two existing marginal playgrounds whioch
lie on the north and east sides of the lake will be provided.

Appropriate trees including willows, oaks and dogwoods and various

flowering shrubs will be added to the existing planting.

John Jay Park, one of the older City parks, located between East

76th and East 78th Streets, Menhatten, adjacent to and overlooking the East
River Drive is being reconstructed.

A new diving pool will be built adjacent to the swimming pool,
thus relieving some of the congestion which has existed in this smell pool.
The concession building will be relocated and a completely equipped play~
ground will replece the existing inadequate facilities. The southerly half
of the area will be paved but will continue as an open arca for court games,
A portion of Cherokee Place will be closed so that the existing old bath
building now located at the northwest cornmer of Cherokee Place and 76th
Street oan be tied in to John Jay Park. Alteration plans have been completed

for this structure providing a recreation room, gymnesium and auditorium.
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Numerous henches will he installed under existing shade trees and
additional trees are to be planted. Concrete bleachers will be provided a-

round the pool,

At Bailey Avenue and West 234th Street, The Bronx, approximately 3

acres located west of the New York Central Putnem Division at the corner of
Wost 234th Street and Bailey Avenue was originally acquired for school purQ
poses in 1929 and was assipgned this year to the Department of Parks. A new
playground is under construction including in the south half of the area a
large wadiﬁg pool and comfort stations Two entrances will be prdvided from
Wost 234th Streeté The north half of the area will be paved with bituminous

material and will be used for roller skating, softball and free plays

At Harris Park, Bedford Park Boulevard and 205th Street, The Bronpx,

a new 10 acre sthletic field is being constructed. This property was acquired
for water supply purposss as part of east basin of Jerome Park Reservoir in
1895. It was placed under the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks in 1940
by assigmment from the Department of Water Supply, Gas and Electricity. The
park is easlily accessible from the Grand Concourse vis West Bedford Park Boulo~
vard and West 205th Streets. It was necessary to remove several one=story stor-
age sheds and buildings before construction could start. Considerable grading
will be required to prepare level play areas necessitating stairway spproaches
to the field, the surface of which stands from 2 feet to 18 feet above the
boundary sidewalk grades.

The existing concrete walks adjacent to the park will be widened and
double row of pin ocak trees will be planted in block paved panels extending a-
round the entirs playground. Seventeen thousend five hundred honeysuckle vines
will be planted on the steep slopes. Specimen hawthornes will be placed around
the entrence stairways. Mass groupings of privets around the bleachers will
complete the planting. When completed the project will also provide a brick
field house of modern detail including lockers, comfort station and refreshment
cancession; also concrete bleachers, four regulation size baseball and two soft-
ball diamonds with hooded backstops, four football fields with removeble goal

posts, a flegpole and benches and drinking fountains will be provideds

At 3rd Avenue, 34th to 35th Streets, Brooklyn, is an L-shaped open

lot acquired by the Triborough Bridge Authority in comnection with the Gowanus
Parkway and assigned to the Department of Perks being developed as a playgroundes

Slightly over ome sacre in extent it lies immedistely sast of the Gowanus Park-

ways The improvement will include new wide concrete sidewalks, a brick comforst
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station, a wading pool, a combination basketball and volleyball court, two
groups of play apparatus and a large irrigated diggery for children bordered
with benchgs for mothers. Also four handball courts will be located in the

rectangular offset at the south end of the playgroundes

At 2nd Avenue, 55th=56th Streets, Brooklyn, additional property was

acquired north of the existing playground by the Triborough Bridge Authority in
connection with the Gowanus Parkway development and provides a more up to date
and adequate play area. A continuous row of three and four story residences
have been removed for the new development. The areas will be similar in equip-
ment and lay out to the playground under construction at 3rd Avenue end 34th
Streete

At Fort Hamilton Parkway, 52nd to 53rd Street, Brooklyn, two sections

of the old playground development will be joined by closing 10th Avenue between
52nd and 53rd Streets. Existing play facilities will be reorgenized and supple~
mented with additional apparatus and the area resurfaced with bituminous mate-

rial. Twenty-seven new trees, 3 inches in diameter, will be added to the street

and park planting.

At Albany and Foster Avenues, Brooklyn, a new 5% acre park and play-

ground occupying the entire block bounded by Albany Avenue, Foster Avenus, Rast
40th Street, and Farragut Road, will provide active and passive recreation for
all age groups. It was purchased from the New York Water Service Corporation
in 1941 for recreational use and placed under the juriédiction of the Department
of Parks. An existing grove of 18" to 20" caliper ook trees will be preserved
in a fence enclosed grass plot at the north end of the park, Centrally located
will be a brick comfort station and wading pool. Bordering these facilities

an adjacent court games area will include 3 shuffleboard and 2 handball courtse
The south end of the park will contains two bituminous surfaced softball diae-
monds with hooded backstops. The existing conerete boundary walks will be

widened and bordered with a double row of pin caks in conorete block paved panels.

At Park Avenue Bast of Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, the one acre rec=-

tangular plot occupying a portion of the block between Park Avenue and Floyd
Strest was recently acquired by condermation for playg}ound purposes. It is
located in one of the older underprivileged neighborhoods of Brooklyn where no
recreational facilities are now availables.

Demolition of eight 3 and 4 story frame resideﬁces on the property
has just been completeds The new playground built on two levels with connect-

ing stairway will be an unusually compact development for active recreation.
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Entrance gates will be provided from Park iAvenue and Floyd Street. A brick com-

fort station, court gamss, roller and ice skating areas, & wading pool and appe~

ratus will be provided.

At Bastern Parkway Extension and Fulton Street, Brooklyn, the property

slightly over 5% acres is divided into two sectioms by Saclman Street. Origl-
nally acquired by the Board of Transportation for subway purposes, it was trans-
ferred in 1940 t¢ the Department of Parks.

The Board of Trensportetion, in connection with the building of a
subway entrance, will provide conerete retaining walls around the larger easter-
ly section coordinating this work with the Department of Parks playground planss
The development of the smaller triangle between Bastern Parkway ond Sackman
Street wilil also.include retaining walls and a subway entrance as part of the
Work Projects Administration construction. The western half of the triangle at
the narrow end will.contain a sitting ares with a memorial flagpole and & roller
skating tract. The eastern end will be provided with a comfort station, wading
pool and several pieces of kindergarten play apparatuss

The large triangle east of Seckman Street which will be started when
the Board of Transportation contract has been completed will contain two basket-
ball, six shuffleboard, three paddle tennis, three.handball, two boeeci, and four

horseshoe courts. A large central open play area will serve for roller skating

and softhall.

&A% Central ivenue between 70th and 7lst Streets, Glendale, Queens,

a portion of the one acre rectangular plot was transferred from the Board of
Education to the Department of Parks and rounded out by the purchass of adja-
cent private property. The outmoded sohool building and private residences
on the site are being demclished. The new development will include a brick
comfort station, play apparatus, handball and basketball courts, a seftball
diamond and free play srea. The general surface will be of bituminous paving

enolosed with chain link fencing bordsred by shade treese

At Utopis Parkway cnd 73rd avenue, Queens, located in a rapidly de-

veloping residential section, the nearest existing recreational areas to this
new three acre park are approximately one mile away. The property was acquired
for park purposes by condemnation of private property and by transfer to the
Department of Parks of an abandoned school site. The old two story frame
sechool house near the corner of Utopia Parkway and Jewel ivenue will be demol-

ished. This portion of the park will be developed as a softball diamond which

may be flooded for ice skating. Two basketball and two handball courts will be
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constructed south of this field. & central fence enclosed asection of the park
will contain a brick comfort station, a combination wading pool and basketball
court, three paddle tennis ond two shuffleboard courts. a third fenced-in
area near the apex of the triangle will contain typical play apparatus. u
bench lined mall will separate the active recreation area from the sitting

park area at the narrow end of the park.

4 new one and one=-half acre parlk located in the middie of the block

bounded by 45th Avenue, 21 Street, 45 Road and 11 Street, Queens; was recently
acguired by the City by oondemmation and purchese. The nearest existing rec~-
reation area in this congested neighborhood is the inadequate John .ndrews
Playground approximately one~half mile to the south,

The development of this rectangular f{ence enclosed plot will in-
clude a brick comfort station and a flagpole on the main axis of a central
tree shaded malle Entrances te this sitting area will be provided ot each
end from 45th iwvenue and 45th Road. West of the moll will be a large open
pley area for roller and ice skating with two basketball courts at the south
end. The eastern half of the park will contain a weding pool flanked by two
fence enclosed play apparatus.areas for pre-school and older children. The
boundsary planfing in o bleck paved panei will consist. of 50 three inch Norway
maples. Sloping grades will require the construction of two sections of

conerete retaining walls to permit level play surface.

% ok ¥ %k
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The Department of Parks announces thet the city-wide finals of the
shuffleboard tournsment will be held at North Meadow, 100 Street and West Drive,
Centrsl Park, Manhatten, on Seturday, September 20, at 2130 pem.

There will be three divisionss one for women and one for men, and a
speciel division for men in the armed forces of the United States.

Playground, district and borough eliminations have been going on for
the past six weeks to select the first and second place winmers in sach borough
for the ¢ity championship contest next Saturday afternoon.

Gold and silver medals will be awarded to the winmer and runner-up of
the finels and bronze medals to the remaining borough finalists. Sweatshirts,
bearing the Park Department emblem, will also be awarded to the winner of each
division.

Any member of the armed forces, who is desirous of competing in this
tournament, should be present in uniform, at North Meadow, next Saturday at
2:30 peme OFf course, the same prizes will be awarded ‘Eo the winner and runner-
up of thig division. |

Shuffleboard was introduced to the Park Department recreation program
ten years ago, when the first court was constructed at Jasper Oval Playground,
West 135 Street and Convent Avenue, Manhatten. At the present time, there are
§54 shuffleboard courts under Park Department jurisdiétion.

In the beginning this activiby attracted only children; but with the
increase in the number of shuffleboard courts, especially during the past eight
years, the geme has become very popular with adolescents and adults, particularly
since they can play evenings in the 76 f100dlighted.playgrounds, vhich are oper-

ated until 10 p.me daily.

ok ¥ ok *
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The Department o¢f Parks ammgunces the rcller skating rink at
the City Building, Flushing Meadow Park, Queens, will open for the 1941-42
season Sunday afternoon, September 14, 1941, at two otclock.

Since the rink clossd last spring, several improvements have
been made to make this Tacility mofe attractive to patrons., The checking
count er has been moved to the end of the building so that waiting lines
can form ingide of the building, not éxposed to the weather, as was the
cese last winter; the fioor of the rink has been re-surfaced; a railing
has been placed around three sides %o permit tired skaters to sit down at
the floor level and be protected from matrons on the floor; a completely
new loud spsaker systeﬁ has been installed, and will be suprlemented in
e Tew days with an organ so that the music will be more varied and of a
better quality than the monotonous recorded music which was provided last
geason; the food counter and eating space have been enlarged; a new women's
rest room is being constructed at the south end of the building so that
ice skaters will not have 10 mingle with roller skaters off the rink.

The rink will be operated on the following scheduls: Free morn-
ing sessions for children under 14 on Saturdays, school vacation days and
holidays except Christmas, #:30 to 12 noon; aftermoon sesgions, admission -
20¢, Saturdeys, Sundays and holidays, 2:00 to 5:00 P. M. All other days
2:30 to 5130 PuM.; evening sessions, admission - 35¢, 7:30 to 11:00 P. M.

Free use of the balcony, which was the subject of considerable
abuge by rowdy slements whicﬁ annoyed the skaters last season, has been

discontinued.



There is no additional charge for checking clothes and for
roller skates, although patrons may use their own skates vrovided the
rollers are suitable for use on a wooden floor,

The section of the park surrcunding the building has been re-
constructed with a revised walk system and improved landscaping. New
varking spaces have been constructed immediately to the south and to the
north of the building. Automobilists can reach the parking sgaces from
the Horace Harding Boulevard and Roosevelt Avenue gates.

The City Building may bé reached via the following transporta-
tion lines:

IRT, BMT and 2nd Avenue Lines to_lllth Street Station

Flushing-Ridgewood Trolley to 52nd Avenue
Walk one block north to park

Indspendent Subway - Queens line to Woodhaven Boulevard
and Triborough Bus Q-23 to 5lst Avenue

The ice skating rink will be opened sbout the 1lst of Qciober,

¥ % % ¥ K K
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The Department of Parks announces that the closing date for
entries in the Amateur Photo Contest is Saturday, September 20.

All pictures submitted.by the contestants must represent
scenes in parks, parkways, pools, beaches or playgrounds under the juris-
diction of the Department of Parks during the year 1941,

Entrants in this contest will be divided into two age groups:
up to 16 years and over 16 years.

The pictures should be forwarded on or hefore the closing date,
to the Park Department Director of the Borough in which the contestant re-

sides, The names and addresses of the borough directors follow:

Manhattan - Philip J. Crusie, Arsenal Building, 84 Street and Fifth Avenus,
Central Park
Brooklyn -~ Richard €. Jenkins, Litchfield Mansion, Prospect Park West and
5 Street
Queeng -~ James J. Mallen, The Overlook, Union Turnpike and Park Lene,
Kew Gardens
Bronx - George L. Quigley, Bronx Park Bast and Birchall Avenue, Bronx Fark

Richmond - A. M, Anderson, Clove Lakes Park, 1150 Clove Road, West New Brighto:
Prizes of substantial and practical value to photographers, such
as: cameras and vhotographic supnlies will be awarded to those attaining

first, second and third places in each division,.
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The Departmet of Parks announces that the
City~wide finals of the baseball tournament for play-
ground boys up to 16 years of age will take place at
Clove Lakes Park, Victory Boulevard and Clove Road,
West Brighton, Richmond, on Sunday, September 14, at
3:00 P.M.

Inter-playground and inter~district games
have been played in all the boroughs since the month
of July to determmine the best qualified teams for the
intér-borough competitions. The game next Sunday
afternoon will be played by two championship teams
from the boroughs of Brooklyn and Richmond,

Gold medals and sweatshirts bearing the
sycamore leaf, emblem of the Park Depariment, will be
awarded to the members of the winning team and silver

medals to the losers.
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The Department of Parks announces thét special ceremonies have been ar-
ranged in connection with the awarding of prizes to those children in Crotona Park,
Third and Fulten Avenues and 177 Street, Bronx, who have demonstrated their intere
egt in the protection and preservation of this large and reconstructed 151 acre
park. The ceremonies will take place at Crotona Park Recreation Center on Saturday,
September 13, at 10:30 A, M., as the first event in the opening of the fall recrea-
tion program since the swimming pool closed last week.

Upon completion of comstruction at Crotona Park, the fifth largest park
in the borough of the Bronx, and providing facilities for all types of recreational
activities at each of the 11 sgparate playgrounds located within the area, the
executives of the Park Department were anxious to minimize vandalism as well as to
encourage the children to take an interest in maintaining the beauty and gereral
neatness of the park. As a result, an organization, called the "Crotona Park
Boosters”, was formed in each of the 1l playgrounds. Membership in this organiza--
tion was open to all children. who have not reached thelr 18 birthday and who are
interested in enforecing the following four standards: cleanliness, prevention of
vandalism, participation in reereational activities and safety.

Each one, who enlisted as a booster, became a voluntary helper of the De-
pai‘tmen‘t of Parks, Police and Sanitation, and was entitled to wear the official
badge of this orgenization. Four thousand boys and girls have been active members
of the organization sinee its inception a few months age and there has been a de-
cided curtailiment of such vandalism as smashing lights, carving namss on benches
and trees and diéplacing Tixtures. There has alsc been a definite drop in plﬁy-
ground accidents.

A competitive point system was used to determine the standing of the va-
rious playgrounds and scores were posted weekly. Individual points were credited

to members of playground teams in inter-playground competition, members of safety
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and sanitation squads, active members of newspaper staffs, and participants in es-
say, poster and photographic contests. |
The following boys and girls earned the highest individual scores for
the past twe months:
Rosalie Brown -~ Playground #5 - 208 points
Stanley Weiss - Playground #3 - 187 points

Melvin Schneider

Playground # - 155 points
Melvin Kaplan -~ Playground #8 ~ 136 points
Jeanette Yokel -~ Playground # -~ 132 points
Prigzes for these 5 highest scorers will consist of cameras, fountain
pens, temnis rackefs and sweatshiris.

The 11 playgrounds engaged in the Booster Campaign rank as follows:

lst Place = Playground #8 - 821 points
2nd Place « Playground # -~ 714 points
3rd Place - Playground #3 =~ 684 points
4th Place - Playground # =~ 683 points
5th Place - Playground # ~ 642 points
6th Place - Playground #2 - 567 points
7¢th Place - Playground #10 - 542 points
8th Place -~ Playground #1 - 369 points
9th Place - Playground #7? - 311 points
10th Place - Playground #4 - - 212 points
 1ith Place - Playground #l1 - 164 points

In addition to the awarding of prizes next Saturday morning, the program
will include: The Pledge of Allegiance and the Boosters' Pledge by all the children
of the 11 playgrounds of Crotona Park; one act plays, dancing demonstrations and
comunity singing of patriotic songs by members of the Boosters' Club, a basketball
game between playground numbers 5 and 9 and an exhibition of various articles made

by the Boosters' Handeraft Club.
o
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The Department of Parks announces that a comprehensive program of rec-
reational activities has been plamned for the fall and winter months at the vari-
ous gymnasia, indoor pools, and floodlizhted playgrounds under its jurisdiction.

All the zymnasia have adequate shower and dressing facilities and will
be cpen from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily beginning Monday, September 15. The pro-
gram of activities includes: basketball, handball, shuffleboard, volley ball,
badminton, ping pong, track, calisthenics, gymnastics, group games, magic demon-
strations, puppet and marionette shows, club meetinzs, and social dancing, with
music supplied by the WPA Federal Music Project.

The various g mmasia are located as follows:

Borough Gymnasia and Locations
Manhattan Carmine Street, Carmine and Varick Streets

Rutgers Place - 5 Rutgoers Placc
Baruch - Rivington and Mangin Streets
West 134 Street - 35 West 134 Street
Bast 54 Street - 342 East 54 Street
West 60 Street - West 60 Street, between 10 and 11 Avenues
YWest 28 Street -~ 407 West 28 Street
Cherry and Oliver - Cherry and Oliver Streets
Brooklyn President Street - President Street and Fourth Avenue
Richmond Cromwell Center - Victory Boulevard and Murray Hulbert Avenus,
Tompkinsville, Staten Island
Faber Park Recreabion Building ~ Richmond Terrace at Faber Strest,
Port Richmond, Staten Island
Basketball teams, desiring to use thesec gymnasia, are requested to ap-
ply for the nccossary permit to the Borousgh Dircetors, whosc names and addresses
follow:
Manhattan - Philip J. Cruise, Arsenal Building, 64 Strect and Fifth Avenue,
Central Park
Brooklyn -~ Richard €. Jenkins, Litchfield lansion, Prospect Fark West and
5 8troct, Prospect Park
Richmond « A. M. Anderson, Clove Lakes Park, 1150 Clove Koad, West Now Brightpn
Baske¢tball tournaments arce heoing organized in all gymnasium conteérs
for boys, zirls and men of the surrounding neigiborhood and medals will be awarded

to the members of the winningz teams.
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Playground dirdctors arc present to assist boys in various
gymnastic 'stunts, A monstcr demonstration in gymnastics will be given
by thosc attending these classes in the latter part of January.

Indoor swimming pools, which may bo usod free of charge, are
located in ecach of the gymnasium buildings, in the borough of Manhattan,
with the exception of the one located at Chorry and Oliver Streets

In addition, there is a Park Department indoor swimming pool at
23 Strect and Avenuec A, Manhattan, and at Mctropolitan and Bedford
Avenues Brooklyn.

Swimming classcs aro conductod for beginners at all these pqols.
Anyone,'wishing 10 loarn how to swim, is invitcd to rcgister at the pool
noarest his home. - Lcssons in life saving arc also given to the advanced
swimmers,

A% various inteorvals during the fall and winter scasons,
swimning tournaments will be held for sll age ZToups.

Eleven of the outdoor peols will be conveorted into active play
agreas and reepened for use on Saturday, September 13, Thesc play coenters
arc frec o the public and arc open from 2 P.M. to 10 PiM, daily except
Saturdays, Sundays and helidays, when the hours of opcration will be from
10 AMe to 6 P.M: Facilities will be provided for paddle tcnnis,.,shuffle-
board, basketball, softball and various group gamds.

Sevonty-six of tho Park Departmert outdoor rocrcation arcas are
cquipped with modern floodlighting oquipment and thoir facilities may be
used until 10 P.M. each night for such activities as: soccor, field
hocky,football,_rollor hockey, roller skating, horscshoe Pitching,

paddle tennis and handball,
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The Department of Parks announces that the
City-wide Tinsls of the senior softball tournament
will take place at the Parade Grounds, Caton and Coney
Island Avenues, Brooklyn, Saturday, September 13, at
3:00 P.M.

Preliminary games between the various play-
ground teams in sach borough have been held during
the past six weeks. Championship teams from the
boroughs of Queens and Richmond will play next Sat-
urday afternocon for the title of "City-wide Baseball
Champions of Park Department Playgrounds*®, '

Gold medals and sweatshirts bearing the
sycamore leaf, emblam of the Park Deparitment, will be
awarded to the members of the winning team and silver

medals t¢ the losers.
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RIKFR'S ISLAND NURSIRY

The nursery area now under cultivation consists of 25 ascres of disinte-
grated refuse and ash fill collected throughout New York City during the past ten
years. Thé work of establishing the nursery began on September 1, 1940, when 200
inmates of the Riker's Island Penitentiary were assignod to cultivate the soill and
remove all undesirable debrie 2 feet below the surface in preparation for planting,
Upon completion of this work, they planted 13,477 sapling trces, consisting of Ori~
ental planes, Amorican elms and Norway maples which were furnished by the Park De-
partment. In addition, thousands of trees and shrubs werc planted to act es wind-
breaks during the wintor months. Next spring, 10,000 more sapling trees will be set
out in the npursery by the inmates,

It will takc about 7 years for these saplings to grow to suitable size
for planting in parks, on parkways and City streets. ZFach year 10,000 sapling
treos ﬁill be set out in the nursery, and each year 10,000 trees will be removed
for use throughout the City park system.

Approximately 23 acres of the nursery area have besn planted with a greon
manure crop which at maturity is plowed under to enrich and improve the texture ou
the soil. In the past year, 3 of such crops have been grown and plowed under. Tho
presont crop, which is now being turned inteo the ground, consists of common millet
and cow peas. Paerennial rye and hairy vetch will shortly bs sown as a winter crop.

There are approximately 1,250,000 park trecs and about 1,000,000 street
trees which require maintenance by the Park Departmont. Fach year approximately
6,000 to 8,000 trecs dic as a result of vandalism, storm damage, being struck by
automobiles, and from old age.

The purpose of ostablishing a nursery on Rikerts Island was not only to
furnish the City of New York with thousands of trecs at low cost, bubt also to give
the inmates constructive and cutdoor work. Hundreds of inmates will be kept busy

cultivating, watering and spraying the trees throughout the year,

* K% X%
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MEMORIAL ON SITE

OF TIME CAPSULE
TO BE DEDICATED

58 Y o
/3 g? A /L Park Depariment Ceremonies to be held
s l ‘September 23, in Flushing Headow Park: Mayor LaGuardia,
e AU

Park Commigsioner Moses to Officiate.

NEW YORK, N.Y. Sept, 7 -,--7-.-{/'1'}19 Park Department announces that a
monument of black granite, erected at Flushing Meadow Park to mark the loca~
tion of the Westinghouse Time Capsule on the old site of the New York World's
Fair, will be dedicated at noon on Tuesday, September 23.

At the public ceremonies sponsored by the Park Department, Robert
Moses, Park Commissioner, will preside. David S. Youngholm, Westinghouse Vice
President, will present the marker and Mayor F. H, LaGuardia, or hsis represen—
tative, will accept the memorial on behalf qf the City of New York,

Executives of the principal companies which had exhibits at the Feir,
members of the Fair administration, City officials and civic leaders will attend.
The Time Capsule, a metal tube containing a record of owr civilization, was
buried 50 feet underground at the Westinghouse Building at the World's Fair to
remain there for 5’000 yeara. The memorial shaft is one of the few lasting
reminders of the Fair,

The ten foot black granite monument standing on a white granite
base marks the exact spot where the Time Capsule is burled at letitude
40° 44V 34,089, north of the equator, longitude 73° 50' 43".842 west of
Greenwiche
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An inscription on the base of the shaft reads:

"The Time Capsule, deposited 50 feet beneath this spot on September
23y 1938; preserving for the future a record of the history, faiths, arts,
sclences and customs of the psople then alive, Scientists and engineers de-
signed it; scholars chose its contents; the Westinghouse Electric and Llanu-
facturing Company placed it here at the beginning of the New York World's Fair,
1939-1940, to endure for 5000 years.?

As part of the development of Flushing Meadow Park, the Park Depart~
ment approved the construction and erection by Westinghouse of a memorial to
mark the Time Capsule site, Five white granite seats, with black granite arm
rests, face the shaft in a semi-circle from the south end of the memorial ploi
which is 45 by 30 feet in area. The area ig paved with dolomite flagstones from
the court of the former Swedish Pavilion at the Fair,

The shaft weighs 7000 pounds. It is of American black granite quarried
at Sauk Rapids, Minnesota. White granite for the base and benches was quarried
at Salisbury, North Carolina.

The Time Capsule, containing 35 articles of common use and & micro--
film record equivalent to 10,000,000 words of printed matter, was placed in its
deep resting place on September 23, 1938, with leaders of American science,
industry and public affairs as witnesses.

The Cepsule is made of copper alloy celled Cupaloy which can be
tempered to the hardness of steel and yet has a resistance to corrosion equal
to pure copper. The torpedo-shaped shell is lined with an envelope of heai-
resistant glass set in waterproof wax,

Packed into the Time C;psule is a Weross section of our times",

selected with the advice of leading archaeologists, historians and scientists,
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Objects in the Capsule include a woman's hat, alarm clock, children's toys,
cosmetics, tobacco, watch, eyeglasses, electric lamp, safety pin, pdn:and pencil,
There are 75 smmples of materials such as fabrics, metal, alloys, plastics,
coal and common seeds,

Three and one-=half reels of microfilm in the Time Capsule contain
reproductions of more than 22,000 pages of text and 1,000 pictures taken from
books, articles, magazines, newspapers, reports and catalogs. It would take
an ordinary person more than a year to read the microfilm record. In addition
to the microfilm there is a 15 minute newsreel of us and owr times , end instruc~
tions for building a modern movie projector for showing it.

To preserve the memory of the Time Capsule and perhaps aid future
archaeologists in finding it, a permanent Book of Record was distributed to
libraries, museums, monsstaries, temples, lamaseries and other repositories
throughout the world. The exact location of the Time Capsule, determined by
the U, 8. Coast and Geodetic Survey, was included in the Book of Record.

A "Key to the English Language®™ was prepared to enable future peoples
to understand and translate our language. A new system of phonetic spelling,

a "high frequency" vocabulary and diagrams will enable them to pronounce English
ag it is spoken in America today.

More than 4,000,000 persons peered down into the "Immortal Well' at
the World!s Fair to view the Time Capsule.

© On September 23, 1940, the Time Capsule Well was sealed, again with
leaders of science, industry and public affairs taking part, Five hundred pounds
of plastic compound was poured down the shaft of the Well, covering the Capsule,
It is believed that the water repellant plastic covering and the construction
of the Capsule shell will preserve this "letter to the future" from any natural

hazards for at least 5,000 years.
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4 replica of the Time Capsule is on display at the Hayden Planetarium
of the American iluseum of Natural History in New York City, vhere duplicates

of the original contents also are shom,
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Bids were opened today by the Department of Parks at the Arsenal
Building on a contract for alterations to two sections of the main floor
in the City Building at Flushing Meadow Park; Borough of Quesens,

The work consists of various changes in the southwest and south-
east corners of the building to provide added facilities for ice and
roller skating patrons during the coming indoor skating season. The

southeast corner of the main floor will be altere@ to provide a storage
room, skate shop, Tirst-aid room, women's locker and comfort facilities
and offices for supervisors. The southwest corner will be provided
with men's locker and comfort facilities and a concession storage beoth
Tor foodstuffs and other materials.

The work generally comprises construction of tile partitions
with concrete cement finish including doors, trim, metal ﬁartitions
and necessary plumbing and shower equipment., Also included is all
necessary lighting installations and ventilating eguipment.

The three lowest bidders for the contract were:

1. Wm. C, Crowe, Inc.
335 Bast 82 Street,New York City $5,731,00

2. Great Bastern Construction Cos,Inc.
110 West 40 Street, New York City 6,835,00

3« Rolin Contracting Company
1) West 42 Strset, New York City 6,910.00



DEPARTMERT CF PARKS

For Release Saturday

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK
TEL. REGEINT 4-1000

September 6,194%

-The Department of Parks amnounces the closing of the
17 outdoor sﬁrimming pools and 5 beaches under its jurisdiction
on September 7th, 1941, No charge will be made for parking face
ilities after that date at either Jacob Riis Park or Orchard
Beachs The Pitch Putt Golf Course at Jacob Riis Park will re-
main open for Play until November 20th.
Immediately after clesing, the following listed pools

will be converted into active play areas and reopened for use on

Saturday, September 13th.

Hamilton Fish Pool
Colonial Pool
Highbridge Pool

Thomag Jefferson Pool

Sunset Pool

MceCarren Pool

Red Hook Pocl

Bet sy Head Pool

Crotona Pool

Astoria Pool

Faber Pool

MAVHATTAN

Ezast Houston and Sheriff Streets

Bradhurst Ave, W. 1l45th to 147th Streets

Amsterdam Ave, & 173rd Street

111th to 114th Streets & First Avenue
BROOKLYN

7th Avenue & 43 Street

Driggs Avenmus & Lorimer Street

Clinton, Bay & Henry Streets

Hopkinson, Dumont & Livonia Streets
ERONX

173rd Street & Fulton Avenue
QUERS

19th Street & £3rd Drive
RICHMOND

Faber Street between Richmond Terrace
& Kill Van Kull
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Facilities will be provided for paddle tennis, shuffleboard,
basketball, sof't ball and various group gemes. Leagues will be formed
in these sports and regular scheduled games will be held between the
pool clubs.

These vlay centers will be opened free to the public from 2 F.M.
until 10 P,M. daily except Saturdays, Sundays and holidays when the
hours of cperation will be from 10 AJM. until 6 P.M.

On Monday, September 8th, the indoor pools at 60th Street,
Camine Street, and 23rd Street will reopen, making available for the
winter season the followirng indoor pools, open daily from 2 P.M. to 10 P.M.
weekdays, and 10 A.M. to 6 P.M. Saturdays, Sundays and holidays.

MANHATTAN
~BE. 23rd St. Baths- B, 23rd St. & Fast River Dr.
E. 54th St. Baths-342 East S54th Street
Rutgers Pl. Baths- 5 Rutgers Place
Carmine S%. Baths— Clarkson & 7th Ave. South
W. 28th St. Baths- 407 West 28th Street
W. 60th St. Baths~ 232 West 60th Street
We 134th St. Baths~ 35 West 134th Street
Rivington:. S%t., Baths- Rivinzton and Goerck Strest
BROGKIYN
Me{ropolitan Baths- Bedford & Metropolitan Aves,

During the season, now closing, 2,024,532 persons have availed
themselves of the swimming facilities provided by the 17 outdoor pools;
of these 664,725 were children admitted during the free periods;
823,092 were children who paid 10¢ and 536,615 were adults who paid

20¢ for admission.
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- DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

" ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release_ Friday
TEL. REGENT 4-1000 September 5, 1941
/ /é e his The Department of Parks announces the opening of

i p{‘i‘ bids today on a contract in comnection with the work for
preparing the facilities for unloading f£ill from sanitation
scows in Sound View Park, Borough of the Bronx.

The contract prowides for the construetion of a
timber platform supported on steel beams connected to the
existing tubular sheet pile bulkhesd which is alsc the site
of an unleading plant to be built by the Department of
Sanitation. The platform will be used to tis up scows
preparatory to unloading and will also serve as a fender
rack for protection of the sheet pile bulkhead, Also ine
c¢luded is the construction of a timber dock on piles, repairs
to an existing dock and construction of a timber ramp inshore
for handling £ill by truck from the unloading plamt to the
dumping areas.

The three lowest bidders were the followings

1, Melwood Comstruction Corp. $35,865,00
507 Fifth Ave,, New York City

2, TPhoenix Construction Associates 39,481,00
41 Park Row, New York City

3. Spencer, White & Prentis, Inc. = 44,450,00
10 Wost 40 Street, New York City



DEPARTMEN (F PARKS FCR RELEASE _ Saturday
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK August 20,1941
TEL. REGENT 4-1000

The Department of Parks announces that the
Naumburg Orchestra will give the last of a series of four
Naumburg concerts on Labor Day, Monday,September 1, 8:15 P.M.
on the Mall, Central Park,

Vietor Bay will be the conductor for this
Labor Day Concert, and Allan Gallu, the tenor soloist,
Some of the selections included in the program are: Flower
Song from "Carmen by Bizet; Overture "Die Meistersinger®
by Wagner; First Movement Symphony No, 5 by Beethoven;
Fight Russian Folk Songs by Liadoff; and Empcror Waltz

by Strauss.
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DEPARTMEGNT O PARKS
ARSHNAL, CENTRAL PARK
TEL, REGEND 4wl000

For Release ___ Friday

August 29,1941

The Departinent of Parks announces that the children of twenty=-one

Park Department Playgrounds will celebrate the anniversary of their official

opening to the public by participating in special progrems of recreational

" activities during the month of Septeaber,

Besides the usual activities such as: handdall, softball, paddle

tennis, ping vong, wnunchball, dasketball, suuffleboard, and horseshoe pitch-

ing, ti.ere will be a variety of svweciml evenis including novelty races, come

munity and group singing of patriotic songs, birthday party ganes, salute to

the flag, one act plavs, folk dancing, nagic shows, nandcraft exhibitions, and

rmusical and vocal selections,

Tie Szntenber schedule for Hlaypround birthday celebrations is as

follows:

Borough

Manhattan

Brocklyn

Queens

Playground Tocabion

Tormkins Sguare Playground

Sl

10 Street bet. Ave, A. & B.

Roosevelt Playsround
Forsythe & ibbuston Sts,

Thomas Jefferson Playpzround
East 111 8t., & First Ave,

Riverdale & Snedilter Avenuss
Stillwell Ave. & pAvenue K- . .
New Lots Ave., 7 Elton Street

MeCarren Parlk Playsround
Drigas Ave, & Lorimer Street

Sunset Park Plarrround
Sixth Ave. & 44 Street

30th Road, 45 & 46 Sireets

“Jackson Pond-Playground

108 Street & Myrtle Avenue

opened

Sept. 5, 1936
Sent. 13, 1934
Sent, 23, 1934

Sept, 1, 1935
Seat, 2, 1835

Sent. 4, 1333

Sept, 6, 1935

Sent, 9, 1935

Sept. 10, 1937

Sevt. 20, 1935,

Time of
Celebration

10

2 PC]\'I.

2 P o}i'[c

2 P.i.

2 P .iiI.
& F.li.

2 P,

2 P.M.
2 P.M.
AL, to
4 P.Ibio

2:20 P.M.



Borough
Bronx
Richmond’

n2-

Playground & Location

Crotona Farl est
Fulton Ave, & Dast 173 Sireet

Williamsbridge Oval
208 St. & Bainbridge Avenue

Bronx Pariz East & Brady Avenue

Bronx Park Past & Boston Road

Cleromont Park - Teller & iborris

Monrce & Wt, Eden Avenues
it, Bden & lorris Avenues

Hott LZaven ilealth Center

Crotona Park East & Rast 173 Sit.

"Tast 140 St. near Alexander Ave.

Van Cortlandt Stadiuvm
240 Street & Broadvay

Cauldwell Avenue Playground
Cauldwell Ave, & 161 Street

Bronx Park EHast & Taring Avenue

Winter & Bismarlk Avenues

Hew Bri

al

gn

ton

Opened

Sent.
Sent.
Sent.
Sep‘b .
Sent.

Sent.

Sepnt.

Sent,
Sept.

Sent,

Sept »

2, 1935

11,

12,

12,

1937

1958

1938

1940

1938

1837

1939

1935

1939

1936

Time of
Celebration
2 :P 'Y M »

4 PLH.

4 P.M.
4 P,
4: P .ii."l.:..
4 PLM.

4 P.M.

4 P JBi,

4 P

4 P .I‘:l.

4 P,M,
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS For Release Monday
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK August 25, 1941
TEL, REGENT 4-1000

The Department of Parks anncunces that a concert
will be given by the Associated Musit_:ians of Greater New |
York, Local 802, under the sponsoréhip of Mayor F.,H. LaGuardia,
and John 8, Burke of the Friedsam Foundation, at the
Amphitheatre, Flushing Meadow Park, Queens, on Tuesday,

Bugust 26th at 8:30 P.M.

This is the nineteenth free ouidoor concert in
a series of twenty, given by local 802, at various park
areas, during the current summer season, The last concert
is scheduled for Imwood Hill Park, 207th Street and Seaman
Avenue, Manhsttan, on Thursday, Auvgust 28th at 8:30 P.M,

In order %o prepare the pool for the evening

concert there will be no swinming after 6 P.M,
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ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK . FUOK RELEASE __Saturday,
TZL. REGENT 4~1000 August 23, 1941
]‘,,{*9 The Department of Parks announces the completion of work in connec-
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tion with the construction of marginal playgrounds, two sitting areas with
sand pits, walks and bicycle path loceted im a ;trip of park area along the
west boundary of Prospect Park West extending from Garfield Place to 15th
Street, Brooklyn, and also a new marginal playzround at the Lincoln Road en-
trance on the east side of the park,

In line with the Department's policy, to provide active recreational
facilities around the boﬁndaries of the large informal perks to preserve the
interior landscaped areas for proner usage these new play units will serve
one of the finer residential sections of Brooklymn.

Supplementing the new 2% acre recreation area with bandshell and
nlayground opposite 10th Street which was opened thlo spring, a semi-c¢circu-
lar sitting area, 100 feet in diameter, has been provided adjacent to an
existing park walk oprosite 13th Street, Paved with bituminous macadam the
area has a large central sand vit and 2 continuous row of benches for guardians
of the children extending along the arc of the semi-circle. This sitting
area is conveniently reached from the park entrance two blocks south at the
15th 8treet traffic cirele.

A gimilar area is located at the north end of the park adjacent to
Garfield Place. The sloping ground between tﬁe existing park walk and the
west proverty line wall necessitated the construction of a 3! high semi-cir-
cular concrete retaining wall surmounted by & 4' high chain link fence lined
with continuous benches which face the centrally located sand pit. The old
existing shade trees around the top of this wall have been preserved for the
comfort of the mothers and children.

A new entrance has been cut through the existing wall and chain
link fence opposite Garfield Place to provide access to the existing vark
walk which leads to the sitting area.

The project also included a bituminous surfaced, fence enclosed
vlayground between the West Drive and the Borough Headquarters in Litchfield
Mansion., ZXLocated in a natural depression the existing planting on the adja~
cent slopes has been supplemented with a variety of trees including flower-
ing dogwood, hornbeam, sweet gum and scarlet oak. The existing path system
which passed through the site was removed in faver of more direct and smoothly
aligned connections with ths entrances at 3rd and 5th Streets and with the

main path system,
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The playground at 5th Street and Prospect Park West, a rectangular
area 83' x 130' with a semi-circular bay extending from the full width of one
'side, has an open central free play arsa which iz bordered by facilities ad-
jacent to the boundary fence: 60 feet of fence protected kindergarten swings;
4 see-saws; a circular shower basin; 2 small playhouses; a 16' x 22! irrige-
ted sand nit; 2 kindergarten slides and 2 drinking fountains. Continuous
park benches extend along three sides of the sand pit area. An existing 307
diameter cypress tree loéated within the play area, has been protected by a
7' high wrought iron picket fence and an underplanting of English Ivy.

A new 12' wide bituminous surfaced bicycle path, 4,400 feet long,
starting near the 15th Sﬁreet entrancé winds through the trees and around
the slopes roughly paralleling the West Drive to a point north of the main-
tenance buildings where it swings westward to the park boundary and ends ab
the 3rd Street entrance. For a short{ section near this entrance the path
parallels a new section of hexagonal block surfaced walk from which it is
separated by a 4' high wrought iron picket fence.

The playground at Ocean Avenue and Lincoln Road, apyroximately one-
half acre in size, is semi-cireular in shape, paved with asphalt so as to pro-
vide year round usage and equipned with a shower basin, a& sand pit, kindergar-
ten swings, slides, see-saws and a pipe frame exerciss unit. A large open
area provides space for general play, skating, and organized games. Arocund
the perimeter continuous benches have been providéd for mothers and guardians.:

A& new brick comfort station has been built at the entrance to the
park, adjacent to the playground, where it will serve the general public as
well as the playground patrons. The project also included: the construction
of a short spur to the bridle path from Flatbush Avenue to East Lake Drive;
hitching posts and mounting blocks near the Lincoln Road entrance! extensive
rograding, topsoiling and seeding; planting of approximately 65 small trees
and large shrubs and planting of moré than 3,250 ground éover plants to pre-
vant erosiop on steep side slopes.

In connection with the develoyment of all of these areas additional
drainage facilities were installed, irrigation provided and 10 acres of lawn
area were seeded,

The work was carried out by the Work Projects Administration from
vlans prevared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds
in the five boroughs; %9 of which have been reconstructed. A% the nresent

time there are 444 playgrounds in the Park system.



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELFASE Friday,
Tel. REgent 4-~1000 August 22, 1941

The Department of Parks announces that the City-~wide
finals of the checker tournament will take place at Heckscher
Playground, Central Park, on Saturday, August 23,at 2:00 P. M.

The City championship in fhe Park Department chess
tournament will also be determined at Heckscher playground on
Sunday, Auvgust 24, at 2:00 P. M.

Contestants in both these tournaments have been divi-
ded into three age groups: boys and girls tiarough 16 years of
age; versons 17 to 50 years; and, those 50 vears of age and over.
There will alsc be a special division for men in the service.

Bach borough has been conducting preliminary matches
in each of these divisions for the past three weeks to determine
its two best players for the City-widse finals,

Arrangements will be made at a later date for a conftest
between the winners of the under 16 years classification and the
over 50 years group in both checkers and chess. This additional
contest attracts a great deal of interest, and is usually de-
scribed as "Youth vs Age in Chess and Checkers" contest. : ~

Gold and silver medals will be awarded to the first and &fl
second place wipnners in each division at the finals., Bronze pins |

will be given to borough wimners,

* % K %



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CEMNTRAL PARK FCR RELEASE Wednesday,
TEL. REGENT 4-1000 August 20, 1941

The Department of Parks amnounces that the City-wide
finals of the softball tourneament, both junior and intermediate
divisions, will take place at Heckscher Playground, Central
Park, according to the following schedule:

Junior Division{Boys up to 17 years} - Wednesday, August 20
. at 2:00 P, M,

Senior Division{Boys 17 to 21 years) - Thursdéy, August 21
at 63100 P, ki,

In the junior division, teams from the Boroughs of
Manhattan and Richmond will play for the City championship, while
in the intermediate clagsification teams from the Boroughs of
Queesns and Manhattan will play off for the title.

Gold and silver medals will be awarded to the winner
and runner up in each division. In addition, the City champions
in each division will receive aweatshirts bearing a sycamore lesf,

the Park Department emblem.

kokokok



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELEASE  Saturday,
TEL, REGENT 4~1000 Avgust 16, 1941

The Department of Parks announces that the City-wide
finals of the paddle tennis tournament for Park playground boys
and girls will take place at North Meadow, Central Park, on
Saturday, August 16, according to the following schedule:

Girls Junior Division (13 - 15 years) - 11:00 A. M.
Girls Senior Divigion (15 - 18 years} ~ 11:00 A, M,
Boys Junior Division (13 = 15 years) - 2:00 P. M,
Boys Senior Division (16 ~ 18 years) -~ 2:00 P. M,

These finals will include singles and doubles matches in
all divisions,

Gold and silver medals will be awarded to the winner and
runner up in sach division.

As an added attraction, the Park Department in coopera=
tion with the U. S. Paddle Tennis Association has arranged an exhi-
bition paddle tennis match between Bobby Riggs, former national
tennis champion, and Jack Slotnick, holder of the junior national
paddle temnis championship. Jean Maco will also be present and will

play with Bobby Riggs in a doubles match.

AdeF



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS FOR RELEASE: Wednesday,
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK August 13, 1941
TEL. REGENT 4-1000

The Department of Parks announces the completion of the reconstruction
and the reopening to the public of the seven-acre Bushwick Park bounded by
Knickerbocker and Irving Avenues and by Suydam and Starr Streets.

The park in the heart of one of the most congested residential arsas in
Brooklyn is surrounded by many blocks of three and four story spartment houses.

The first steps in the modernization of the park to serve the needs of
all age groups wers taken in 1936 when a one-half acre playground was built in
conformity with a development plan for the entire park. The playground contains a
modern wading pool, irrigated sand pit, adequate play apparatus and is surfaced
with asphalt to provide sll year round usage.

The renovation and reconstruction of the remaining six and one-half acres
provide a large paved area in the center of the park which can be used for roller
and ice skating, dancing and concerts., This area forms the hub of the nlan, on the
north side of which is & ball diamond; on the south, the playground and new hand-
ball courts; and on the other two sides informal lawn areas. A new brick comfort
station was built at the south side of the central paved area, adjacent to the
playground., Included in the reconstruction are a new flagpole with an ornamental
base; drinking fountains; benches; wrought iron, pipe-rail and chain link fences:
asphalt, hex block and concerete block paving.

Approximately three quarters of the entire park consists of informal
lawns.and planted areas for passive use., Offsets in the main perimeter walk
and at three of the four corner sntrances have established five secluded gitting
areas, including one with an irrigated sand pit where small children can dig and
work off some of their energy.

It is expected that the adequate provisions mads for active recreation
for all age groups will make it possible to preserve the new lawns and planting
areas which heretvofore were overrun and worn bare, In addition to the splendid
groups of meture trees which were preserved in the reconstruction, approximately
seventy-five new trees were planted including maples, planes, scarlet osks and
lindens.

The work was carried oubt by the Work Projects Administration from plans
prepared by the Department of Parks., In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds in the
five boroughs; 59 of which have been reconstructed. At the present itime therse

are 442 playgrounds in the Park system.



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSHNAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELEASE: Tyuesday,
TEL, REGENP 4-1000 August 12, 1941

TOURNAMENTS AND ACTIVITIES TO BE CONDUCTED IN PARK
DEPARTMENT PIAYGROUNDS DURING REMAINDER OF THE SUMMER

The Department of Parks announces that a varisty of tournamenis
of both the active and passive tyves of recreation will be conducted for
boys and girls of Park Department playgrounds during the remainder of the
sunmer.

Any boy or girl, who has not reached his 18th birthday is eligible
to compete in the Checker Tournameﬁt which is going on in all Park Depart-
ment rlaygrounds at the present time. There is also a separate division
for Persons 16 years of age and older. ZEach borough will conduct its own
eliminations %o selsct the two best players{either girls or boys) to repre-
sent the borough in the city-wide finals which will take place at Heckscher
Flayground, Central Park, on August 23 and 24 at 2:00 P. M.

A Chess Tournament is also being conducted in all Fark playgrounds
for persons of identical age groups. Borough eliminations will determine
the player who is most conversant with the intricate moves and stratezic
maneuvering of Ypieces" to represent the borough in the city championship
tournsy, which will take place at Heckscher Playground, Central Park, on
Avgust 2% and 24 at 2:00 P. M.

Men and women, 50 years of age and over, will be given an opror-
tunity to demonstrate their skill in checkers and chess by entering a tourna-
ment restricted to persons of that age group. The city-wide finals will be
held at Heckscher Playground, Central Park, on August 23 and 24 at 2 P, M.

Gold and silver medals will be awarded to the first and second
place winners of the city finals in botk the Checker and Chess Tournaments.
Bronze medals will be awarded to the borough finalists,

Finally, there will be a checkers and chess contest between the
winners of the under 16 years classification and the over 50 years group.
This contest attracts a great Geal of interest and is usually described as
"Youth vs. Age in the Battle of Wits", Medals will also be awarded to the
winners of these contests.

The Park Department, in cooperation with the Defense Recreation
Committee, has decided to ineclude = separate division in the checker and

chess tournaments for the membefs of the armed forces of the United States.
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Any man in the service, who is desirous of competing in either one of thess
contests, should report, in uniform, at Heckscher Playground, Central Park,
on August 23 and 24 at 2:00 P, ¥. Prizes, conmsisting of gold, silver and
bronze medals will be presented to lst, 2nd and 3rd place winners.

A contest in "jacks", the game that is popular with every girl,
will take nlace in Park Department playgrounds during the next few weeks.
Girls 15 years of age and under are eligible to enter this contest. The
city finals, at which the two best girls from each of the five boroughs
will compete for the city championships, at Heckschsr Playsround, Central
Park, on August 27, at 2:00 P, M.

Gold, silver and bronze medals will be awarded to the lst, 2nd
and 3rd place winners in the city finals.

Entries for the ameteur photography contest depicting "Youth and
Age”™ in c¢ity parks will close on September 20, All pictures submitted ﬁ&
the contestants must represent scenes in parks, parkways, pools, beaches or
playgrounds under the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks during the
vear 1941,

Entrants in this contest will be divided into two age groups: up

to 16 years and over 16 years. All pictures must be submitted on or before

the closing date, to the Park Department Director of the Borough in which
the contestant'resides. The names and addresses of the borough directors

are as follows:

Manhattan - Philip J. Cruise, Arsenal Building, 64 Street and Fifth Avenue
Brooklyn - Richaerd C. Jenkins, Litchfield Mension, Prospect Park West and

5 Street, Prospect Park

Queens ~ James J. Mallen, The Overlook, Union Turnpike and Park Lane South,

Forest Park, Kew Gardens

Bronx -~ George L. Quigley, Bronx Park East and Birchall Avenue, Bronx Park
Richmond - A. M, Anderson, Clove lakes Park, Clove Road, west of Vietory

Boulevard, New Brighton
The trailer puppet and maricnette show, which has visited various
Park playgrounds in each of the five boroughs since last May and given per-
formsnces to approximately 52,000 children and adults, will continue to be
vresented, according to schedule, until the final performance on August 19,
Every show, until that date, will be given at designated playgrounds in the

Borough of Queens.



Interest in this type of activity becaine so widespread, that an-
other travelling puppet and marionette troupe was organized. The program
of this {roupe includes the manipulation of hand puppets, community singing
and magic demonstrations. Since their first aprearance on July 28, magic and
puppefry clubs have been organized in several of the playgrounds visited.

In many instances, the children put on their own magic shows, and constructed
and manipulated their own'vuppets. According to the schedule, this newly
formed troupe will continue to give two performances daily, at 11 A. M. and

2 P, M., at designated playgroundsuntil the final show on August 29,

The finals of the Children's Amsteur Singing Contest will be held
in the month of September at the Mall, Central Park. The participants in
this contest will be divided into two age classifications: 8 to 12 years and
13 to 16 years, with separate divisions for boys and girls.,

A contest for amateur musicians is also planned forlthe early part
of September. Boys and girls, 16 years of age and under, are eligible to
compete. All types of instruments will be pemmitted.

In the active game classification, the following tournaments will

take place as follows:

Activity Age Group Date of Finalg
Paddle Tennis Boys and girls - 13 to 15 years August 16

singles and doubles

Boys and girls - 15 to 17 years
singlieg and doubles

A singles player cannot be a member of a doubles team.

Shuffleboard Men and women - over 18 years September €
Volley Ball Girls - 16 y2ars of ase and under September 21

Gold, silver and bronze medals will be awarded to the lst, 2nd and
frd place winners in the city finals of each of the above tournaments.

Any boy or girl, who is interested in entering the tournaments,
whether they are of the active or passive game type, is requested to apply
%0 the playground director in charge of the Park Devartment playground nearest
his home. 3Early registration is important because unless a contestant pariti-
cipates in the preliminary stsges of elimination for each tournament, he is

ineligible to represent his beorough in the city finals.



DIPARTMENT OF PARKS F“)\SE Monday,

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK August 11,1941
TEL. REGENT 4-1000
X-126 Pix#19290
19291
19299
20570
1l develop.plan

1l
location B8Ppoint Park, loceted on the 171 acre East River Bronx Shore promontory

%;  | .L ) | ‘ ' “7W4ﬂ/)“*512«¢a€41r%

Construction work in connsction with the development of Ferry

wiich supports the north anchorage of the Whitestone Bridge has been com-
pleted. The parking field and some of the path system have been iﬁ us e,
howsver, since the opening of the bridge. |

A permanent feature of this new park is an overlook 35! above
the water. A combination comfort station and storage building at the
rear of the overlook is bounded on three sides with a brick~paved portico.
The south side facing the river is joined to the overlook by a brick sur-
faced terrace.

Although the main interest of the park is passive recreation,
two baseball diamonds have been provided, but will not be available for
use this sumer because the areas have been newly seeded.

When the new lawn areas and plantings have become established
the two areas which have been assigned for picnic use will be provided
with tables, seats, fireplaces and drinking fountains.

The present development has been confined mainly to the wesi
side of the bridge covering approximately 100 acres. Access to the 1000
car parking field may be had from the Bronx without nassging through the
toll collection lanes,

Acquisition of the property from the House of Good Shepherd
was financed by the City and the Triborough Bridge Authority in conmection
with proceedings for construction of the Whitestone Bridge.

The former meadow areas were brought to grads by hydraulic
£i11 supplied under contract. The remainder of the development was con-
structed by the Work Projects Administration from plans prepared under

. the supervision and approval of the Department of Parks.



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS FOR RELEASE: Saturday,
ARSHENAL, CHENTRAL PARK August 9, 1941
TEL. REGENT 4-1000 _ : :

The Department of Parks announces the completion and
opening of a neighborhood playground on Nostrand Avenus just
south of Kings Highway in Brooklyn.

The half-acre area has been intensively developed in
units designed for various age groups. The kindergarten section
contains a sand pit, slides, swingzs and see-saws together with
seating accommodations for mothers and guardians of children.
Adjoining this is a space devoted to older children équipped with
swings, slides and exercise unit., The central area contains a
shower basin and a comfort station. At the opposite end of the
playground are shuffleboard and handball courts., This asphalt
surfaced ares is provided with protective fencing, irrigation,
drainage, lighting and shade trees.

| The work wag carried ocut by the Work Projects Adminis-
tration from plans prepared by the Department of Parks., In 1934
there were 119 playgrounds in the five boroughs; 58 of which
have been reconstructed. At the present time there are 442

playgrounds in the Park system.

Fkk
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK
TH.. REGENT 4-1000

For Release . Seturday,
August 9, 1941

The final round in the Muniecipal Golf Championships conducted
by the Department of Parks will be held on Sunday, August 10th. The
men's championship for the Newbold Morris Trophy, will be held at Clear-
view, Queens, with the Women and Junior Boys Tournmment for the Park
Association Trophy at Dyker Beach, Brooklyn,

Thirty~six holes of match play on Saturday, August 9th, will
decide the finalists for Sunday. Joe Sage, the former N.Y.U. collegiate
linksman, and New Jersey Public Links title holder in 1939, won the
course championship at Mosholu last year and also was runner-up last
year, by defeating the 1940 chemnion, Tom Strafaci, last week, will meet
Jog Farrell on Saturday for the right to play in the final round.

In the lower half of the bracket, Charles Amandoles of LuTourette,
the medalist, will meet John Desiderio of Kissena, te fill in the other
half of the finals. Amandoles is rated as ocne of the outstanding amateurs
in the Metropolitan Arems, having a handicap of 2. In 1938 he won the

s New Jersey State Amateur Title, the Municipal Public Links Championship
and the Staten Island Open crown. Iiis opponent, John Desiderio, won the
City P.S.A.L. title in 1933 while a member of the Richmond Hill High
School team; in the same year he won the Department of Parks caddis title
and in 1937 he placed Sth in the National Public Links Championship held
at San Francisco.

At the Dyker Beach Course, the winner and runner-up in the
Women's Course Championships from each of the ten municipal links, will
play 36 holes of medal play for the Women's Municipal Championship. Mies
Patricia Shanahan, winner of the title and the Park Association Trophy
last year, will defend her title. Miss Shanahan retained the title of
course champion that she won on the Mosholu Course last year by shooting
a 79, six strokes less than the rumner-up, in this year's tournament. Al-
though Miss Shanahan will be ruled the favorite to repeat in this year's
play, she must get by nine other course champions. In the finals last year,
Pat Shanshan shot an 87 and 89 for a 176 for 36 holes of play on the Clear~
view layout. Miss Vicki Goncheski, the current Clearview champion, has

_been shooting 83 and 84 for 18 holes consistently and looms as a likely

threat to Pat's crown. Play will start at 9:00 A, M. with the first
foursome of Kay Olsen, Dyker Beach; Jean Wikstrom, Lalourette; Vicky

Goneheski, Clearview; and Carol Kirkpatrick, Kissena; 9:05 A. ¥, Florence

Kay, Forest Park; Ellen Sarge, Silver lake; Adele Ernst, Van Cortlandt;
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Caroline Lehey, Pelham; 9:10 A. M. Rosetta Wallace, Split Rock; Patricia
Shanahan, Mosholu; Ava Spencer, Dyker Beach; Marie Paine, LaTouretie;

9:15 A, M, Annette Reyl, Clearview; Mrs. N. Warner, Kissena; Jessie Bensen,
Forest Park; Irene Davenport, Silvér lake; 9:20 A, N, Helen lee, Van
Cortlandt; Viola Rave, Pelham; Anne Rosenberg, Split Rock; and Minnie
Fullen, Mosholu,

Sharing the Dyker Beach course with the Women's Championship will
be the Junior Boys City Wide Finals, The winner and rummer-up in each
course championship will play %6 holess of medal play for the City title.
Lagt year's champion, Roger Shephard, from the Silver lake course, Staten
Island, will defend his title. Shephard qualified for the finals by
finishing in the rumner-~up position %o Sven Martinson in his course tour-
nament,

The Junior Boys play will bring together some of New York's out-
standing college freshman and P.S.A.L. golfers. Among the most oubstanding
are Bobby Drasser, Kissena champion and former number one man on the Flush-
ing High School golf team; Sam Schwartz, runner-up in the 1940 champion-
ship and the Dyker Beach $itle holder; Sol Hartman, captain elect of the
New Utrecht High School, City P. S.A.L. Golf Championship Team; Bobd Neumsn,
the 1940 Clearview king and number one man on the Queens-Bronx PeS.ALL,
Cheampionship, Bayside High School team. Mosholu will be represented by
$heir champion Harold Zolkind of the DeWitt Clinton Golf Team and James
Boyd, a member of Columbia University's freshman squad., The youngest en-
trants will be two fifteen year old Stuyvesant High School boys, Frank
Marone and Ed Formisano who are the champion and runner-up respectively
from the Pelham course.

The Tirst foursome will start at 8:30 A. M. with Sam Schwartz,
Dyker Beach; Sven Martinson, Silver Lake; Bob Drasser, Kissena; Walter
Lupton, Forest Park; 8:35 A. M. Frank Braider, Clearview; Jack Breskstone,
Van Cortlandt; Harold Zolking, Mosholu; Frank Marone, Pelham; 8:40 A, N,
4rmand Bossi, Split Rock; Nick Callucei, LaTourette; Sol Hartman, Dyker
Beach; Roger Shephard, Silver Lake; 8:45 A. M. Stuart Malinari, Kissena;
Iouis Zupan, Forest Park; Bob Neuman, Clearview; David Kaufmemn, Van
CortlandtI; 8:50 A. M. James Boyd, Mosholu; Ed Formisano, Pelliam; Al Tranfo,

8plit Rock; Robert Grillo, LaTouretts.

* %k ok K %



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELFASE _ Friday,
TEL. EEGENT 4-1000 August 8, 1941

The Department of Parks announces that the city-wide
finals of the girls'_softball tournament will take place on
Saturday, August 9, at 2:00 P. M., at Heckscher Playground, 62
Street and West Drive, Central Park.

Girls 17 years of age and over were eligible to com-
pete in this tournament. Playground and inter-playground games
were held in each borough t¢ determine the most representative
teanm for the interborough competitions which ultimately will
determine the city-wide championship team.

The two teams which will play next Saturday afternoon
are composed of girls from park playgrounds in the boroughs of
Queens and Bronx.

Gold medals, together with sweatshirts bearing the
sycamore leaf, emblem of the Park Department, will be awardsd to
the members of the winning team and silver medals to those on

the losing team,.

* %k k k X
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS FOR RELEASE _Wednesday
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK August 6,1941

TEL. REGENT 4-1000

The first of a weekly series of aguatic and stage shows
will be presented this evening, Wednesday, August 6, at 8:30 P.M,
at the Flushing Meadow Amphitheatre, Flushing Meadow Park, Queeuns.

The stage show will consigt of George Sterney and his
orchestra and vaudeville acts.

The water show will have Pete Des Jardins, Olympic cham-
pion diver; Eibert Root, national diving champion; Madeline Garsohs
women's diving champion; a comedy troupe and the aquabelles in a
water ballet.

The Amphitheatre may be reached by bus from Woodhaven
Boulevard and Main Street, Flushing, Free parking is available
for those who come by car,

There are 7000 seats at 20¢ and seats in the reserve

section will sell for 35¢



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS FOR RELEASE Monday
ARSENAL, GENTRAL PARK August 4, 1941

TEL. REGENT 4-1000

The Park Department announces the completion of the develop-
ment of Plum Island, Marine Park, Brooklyn. This new recreation area
provides a small parking field just off the Belt Parkway, 50 picnic
tables end 40 fireplaces, serviced by a concession building, comfort
station, and approximately 1000 feet of boardwalk. |

The area can be reached by automobile from the Belt Park-
way just east of Sheepshead Bay. It is also accessible from the Belt
Parkway pedestrian and bicyele paths.

The area is designed primarily for nienicking and is the only
picnie ground in & New York City park located on a sand beach. The
concession consists of a counter for cafeteria service; the concesgsion-
aire will handle the ﬁsual line of ice cream, soft drinks, sandwiches
candy and cigarettes, amd will also sell charcoal Tor uss in the
fireplaces. |

The Department alsc announces the comnletion of a publie
comfort station and chair and umbrella stand on the easterly extension
of Coney Island boardwalk at Brighton Beach. This comfort station
will serve the half mile extension of the beach which was purchased
by the City last year and after reconstruction onened to the public
this season. This new structure has been designed to accommodate a
future upward extension in the formm of a cafeteria at the boardwalk
level.

The construction of both of these new developmemt s was per-
formed by the Work Projects Administration from plans prepared by the

Department of Parks.



DEPARTIENT OT PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELEASE Monday,
TEL. REGENT 4-1000 ' August 4,1941

Bids were owened today by the Department of Parks at the
Arsenal Building for reconstructing a portion of the lighting sysiem
in Central Park in connectioﬁ with the repaving of the East Drive, be=
tween East 53th Street and épproximately Bast 74t Street, Borough of
Manhattan. When completoed, the new lighting system will extend from
Weat 110th Street to Bast 74th Street. The remaining portion of the
electrical work will be done under contract when the old section of
the East Drive from 74th Street to approximstely 110th Street and
Seventh Avenue is repavsd,

A The work under this contract includes tie relocation of
oxisting light posts and addition of new lighting, construction of
pull boxes, new conduit and cable and connections for relocation of
traffic signal lights.

The three low bidders on this contract are:

l. Hlco Installation Company 317,949.00
345 East 2% Strest, New York City

2. Welsbach Street Lighting Company of America 22,539.00
42-30 24th Streed, Long Island City

3, Simpson Electric Corporation 24,448,00
71 Bast 116 Street, New York City

* ok F ok
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS Monddy,
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release August 4, 1941
TEL- REGENT 41000

The Department of Parks announces the completion of the first section of
the newly developsd Shore Road Park, Brooklyn, extending from Bay Ridge Avenue to
72nd Street, adjacent to the Belt Parkwasy. This area comprises a short section of
the vroject for the general development of Shore Road Park, 2& nmiles in length be-
tween Owl's Head Park and Fort Hamilton, a water-front park which borders the full
length of the east shore of the Narrows., Consisting of a wide variety of active
recreational facilitios including playgrounds, comfort stations, athletic fields
and field houses, court games areas, bicycle paths, promenades, etc., approachiﬁg
completion along the upper level of Shore Road and the lower level of the varkway,
Yhe entire developmemt will be finished repidly in successive stages.

Preparatory t0 the new work and to pemit a coordinated development be-—
tween the Shore Road promenade and the lower park ares, it was necessary to remove
a considerable quantity of old paving, benches and drinking fountains. The new pro-
mqnade along the weat side of SBhore Road consists of a 12' wide central walk paved
with hexagonal tiles flanked by two 6! wide concrete block paved panels co;ltaining
benches and trees. A wrought iron nicket fence has been set in the curdh along the
wost side of the promenade. From the benches at the top of the slope fine views
of the Narrows and Staten Island may be enjoyed. A large irrigated sand pi"‘t hes
been constructed in _an offset of the promenade opposite 70th Street,

Entrances to the lower area from the promenade have been made at & point
midway between Bay Ridge Avenue and 70th Street and directly opposite 72nd Street.
Wide bituminous surfaced walks lead to the oval grass surfaced free vlay area de-
veloped in the bay formed by the curwe in Shore Roads Benches and drinking foun~-
taif have been spaced at frequent intervals along the walks and around the play
fie:};d. A wrou?giré iron picket fence separafes the park area from the parkwaye.

A lsrge quantity of trees and shrubs have been plamied on the gide slopes
and around the play area including the Elms, Osks, Planes, Hawthornes, Flowering
Crab Apples, Beach Plums, Sweet Ferns, Elderberriss, Beayberries, Sumac3and several
varieties of bank binding roses.

The project which wes designed by the Department of Parks and constructed
by the Work Projects Administration also included drainage, irrigation and park
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS For Release Mondey,

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK August 4, 1941

TEL. REGENT 2-1000

The Department of Parks announces the completion of the first section of
the newly developed Shore Road Park, Brooklyn, extending from Bay Ridge Avenue to
73nd Street, adjacent to the Belt Parkway. This area comprises a short section of
the project for the general development of Shore Roed Park, 2& miles in length bew
tween Owl's Head Park and Fart Hamilton, a water-front park which borders the full
length of the east shors of the Narrows. Consisting of a wide variety of active
recreational facilities including playgrounds, comfort stations, athletic fields
and field houses, court games areas, bicycle paths, promenades, etc., approabhing
completion along the upper level of Shore Road and the lower level of the parkway,
the entire development will be finished rapidly in successive stages.

Proparatory to the new work and to pemit a coordinsted development be~
tween the Shore Road promsnade and the lower park area, it was necessary %0 remove
a considerable quantity of old paving, benches and drinking fountains. The new pro-
menade along the west side of Shore Road consists of a 12! wids central walk paved
with hexagonal tiles flanked by two 6' wide concrete block paved panels containing
benches and trees. A wrought iron picket fence has boen set in the curb along the
west side of the promsnade. From the benches at the top of the slope fine views
of the Narrows and Staten Island may be enjoyed. A large irrigated sand pit has
been constructed in an offset of the promenade opposite 70th Strest,

Entrances to the lower area from the promenade have been made at a poizrt
midway between Bay Ridge Avenue and 70th Street and directly opposite 72nd Street.
Wide bituminous surfaced walks lead to the oval grass surfaced free play area de~
veloped in the bay formed by the curve in Shore Road.f Benches and drinking foune
tains have been spaced at frequent intervals along the walks and around the play
field. A wrought iron picket fence separates the park area from the parkway.

A large quantity of trees and shrubs have been planted on the side slopes
and around the play area including the Elms, Osks, Planes, Hawthornes, Flowering
Crab Apples, Beach Plums, Sweet Ferns, Elderberries, Beybsrries, Sumacszand several
varieties of bank binding roses.

The project which was designed by the Department of Parks and constructed
by the Work Projects Administration also included drainage, irrigation and pavrk

1ighting.
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release m,4 1941
’

TEL. REGENT 4-1000

The Depertment of Parks announces the completion of the first section of
the newly developed Shore Road Park, Brooklyn, extending from Bay Ridge Avenue to
72nd Street, adjacent to the Belt Parkway. This area comprises a short section of
the vroject for the general developmsnt of Shore Road Park, 2 miles in length bew
tween Owl's Head Park and Fort Hamilion, a water~front park which borders the full
length of the east shore of the Narrows. Consisting of a wide varisty of active
recreational facilities including playgrounds, comfort stations, athletic fields
and field houses, court games areas, bicycle paths, promenades, etc., aporoaching
completion along the upper level of Shore Road and the lower level of the parkway,
The entire development will be finished rapidly in successive stages.

Preparatory to the new work and to pomit a coordinated development be-
twoon the Shore Road promenads and the lower park area, it was necessary to remove
a considerable quantity of 0ld paving, benches and drinking fountains. The new pro-
menade along the west side of Shore Road consists of a 12' wide central walk paved
with hexsgonal tiles flanked by two 6' wide concrete block paved penels containing
benches and trees. A_wmught Iiron nicket fence has been set in the curb along the
west side of the promenade. From the benches at the top of the slope fine views
of the Narrows anl Staten Island may be enjoyed. A l.arge irrigated sand pit has
been constructed in an offset of the promenade opposite 70th Street,

Entrances to the lower area from the promenade have been made at a point
midway between Bay Ridge Avenue and 70th Street and directly opposite 72nd Streaet.
Wide bituminous surfaced walks lead to the oval grass surfaced free play area de-
veloped in the bay formed by the curve in Shore Road, Benches and drinking foun-
tains have been spaced at frequent intervals along the walks and around the play
field. A wrought iron picket fence separates the park area from the parkway.

A large quantity of trees and shrubs have been plamted on the side aslopes
end around the play area including the Elms, Oaks, Pleanes, Hawthornes, Flowering
Creb Apples, Beach Plums, Sweet Ferns, Elderberries, Bayberries, Sumen3and several
varieties of bank binding roses.

The project which wes designed by the Department of Parks and constructed
by the Work Projects Administration also included drainage, irrigation and park

lighting.
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS Mo
ARSEMNAL, CENTRAL PARK For REIease Auzg,4:’ 1941

TEL REGENT 4-1000

The Depertment of Parks announces the completion of the first section of
the newly developed Shore Road Park, Brooklyn, extending from Bay Ridge Avenue to
78nd Street, adjacent to the Belt Parkway. This area comprises a short section of
the project for the gensral development of Shors Road Park, 2% miles in length bew
tween Owl's Head Park and Fort Hemilton, a water-front park which borders the full
length of the east shore of the Narrows. Consisting of a wide variety of active
recreational facilities including playgrounds, comfort stations, athletic fields
and field housee, court games areas, bicycle paths, promenades, etc., aporoaching
completion along the upper level of Shore Road and the lower level of the parkway,
the entire development will be finished rapidly in successive stages.

Preparatory to the new work and to pemit a coordinated development be-
tween the Shore Road promenade and the lower park area, it was necessary to remove
a considerable quemtity of old paving, benches and drinking fountains. The new pro-
menade along the west side of Shore Road consists of a 12' wide central walk paved
with hexagonal tiles flanked by two 6' wide concrete block paved panels containing
benches and trees. A wrought iron picket fence has been set in the curb along the
wost side of the promenade. From the benches at the top of the slope fine \fiews
of the Narrows apd Staten Island may be snjoyed. A large irrigated sand pit has
been constructed in an offset of the promenade opposite 70th Street.

Entrances to the lower area from the promenade have been made at a point
midway between Bay Ridge Avenue and 70th Street apnd directly opposite 72nd Street.
Wide bituminous surfaced walks lead to the oval grass surfaced free play area de-
veloped in the bay formed by the curve in Shore Road. Benches and drinking foune
tains have been spaced at fregquent intervals along the walks snd around the play
field. A wrought iron picket fence separates the park area from the parkwaye.

A large quantity of trees and shrubs have been planbed on the side slopes
and around the play area including the Elms, Osks, Planes, Hawthornes, Flowering
Crab Apples, Beach Plums, Sweet Ferns, Elderberries, Bayberries, Sumacsand seversl
varieties of bavk hinding roses.

The project which was designed by the Department of Parks and constructed
by the Work Projects Administration also included drainage, irrigation and park



=

™

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS For Release_  Monday,

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK August 4, 1941

TEL. REGENT 4-1000

The Department of Parks announces the completion of the first section .of
the newly developed Shore Road Park, Brooklyn, extending from Bay Ridge Avenus to
72né Street, adjacent to the Belt Parkway. This area comprises a short section of
the vroject for the general development of Shore Road Park, 2% miles in length be-
tween Owl's Head Park and Fort Hamilton, a water-front park which borders the full
length of the east shore of the Narrows. Consisting of a wide variety of active
recreational facilities including nlaygrounds, comfort stations, athletic fields
and field houses, couwrt gemes arsas, bicycle paths, promenades, etc., approaching
completion along the upper level of Shore Road and the lower level of the parkway,
the entire development will be finished rapidly in successive stages.

Preparatory to the new work and to pemnit a coordinated development bew-
tweon the Shore Rosd promenade and the lower park area, it was necessary to remove
a considerable quantity of old paving, benches and drinking fountains. The new pro-
menade along the west side of Shore Road consistsz of a 12' wide central walk paved
with hexagonal tiles flanked by two 6' wide concrete block paved panels containing
benches and trees. A wrought iron picket fence has been set in the cu;'b along the
west side of the promenade. From the benches at the top of the slope fine views
of the Narrows and Staten Island may be enjoyed. A large irrigated sand pit has
been constructed in an offset of the promenade opposite 70th Street,

Entrances to the lower area from the promenade have been made at a point
midway between Bay Ridge Avenue and 70th Street and diresetly opposite 72nd Street.
Wide bituminous surfaced walks lead to the oval grass surfaced free play area de-
veloped in the bay formed by the curve in Shore Road. Benches and drinking founw
tains have been spaced at frequent intervals along the walks and around the play
field. A wrought iron picket fence separates the park area from *f.he parkway.

A large quantity of trees and shrubs have been planted on the side slopes
and around the play area including the Elms, Oaks, Planes, Hawthornes, Flowering
Crab Apples, Beach Plums, Sweet Ferns, Elderberries, Bayberries, Sumacsand several
varieties of bank binding roses.

The project which was desizned by the Department of Parks and constructed
by the Work Projects Administration also included drainage, irrigation and park

lighting.



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS FOR RELEASE _ Thursday,
ARSENAL, CENIRAL PARK July 31, 1941
Tel, REgent 4-1000

The Department of Parks' City-wide match play in Munieipal Golf
Championships for the Newbold Morris Trophy will stert on Saturday, August
2, 1941 at 12345 at the LaTourette Golf Course, in Staten Island. All those
who have qualified last week at LaTourette Golf Course will be able to com-
pete on Saturday. The most represented golf courses are Split Rock of the
Bronx and Forest Park of Queens, with five representatives from each; Dyker
Beach in Brooklyn, Kissena in Queens and ILsTourstte in Richmond, are next
with four representatives from each} Van Cortlandt and Clearview with three;
and Mosholu and Silver lake with two, making a total of thirty-two contestants.

The following is the list of qualifiers:
Charies Amandoles, LaTourette; Tom Strafaci, Dyker Beach; ‘Al Gray, Forest
Park; William Thoren, Dyker Beach; Joe Sage, Split Rock; Bob Reilly,
Dyker Beach; Joe Farrell, Svlit Rock; Irving Lindenbaum, Forest Park;
Al Pires, Kissena; N. Peters, Split Rock; ¥l Bedparz, Forest Park; William
Young, Van Cortlandt; Ken Furuya, Van Cortlandt; Paul Lawrence, Clearview;
Bob Schlosser, Forest Park; George Anderson, Silver Lake; Mike Horzan;
Mosholu; M. 2Zizek, Kissena; Robert Genchi, Dyker Beach; B3 Kahan, Mosholu;
Sven Martinson, Silver Lake; Bob Drasser, Kissena; Bob Joyes, Clearview;
Bob Brauchle, Forest Park; Frank Hahn, laTourette; Steve Mauragh, Split
Rock; Jobn Mauresgh, Split Rock; Mikse Higgins, Clearview; Al Kramer,

laTourette; Anthony Tomaino, Van Cortlandt; Bud Barnett, Latourette; John
Desiderio, Kissena.

Of these thirty-two men, sixbeen will qualify for the second
round on Sunday, Bugust 3, 1941 at 9 A. M., and of those sixteen, eight

will qualify for the third round to be played at 1 P, M. on the same day.

Holesor ok



GEORGE E. BPARGO

THE CITY OF NEW YORK EXECUTIVE OFFICER
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS WILLIAM H. LATHAM
PARK ENGINEER
ARSENAL JAMES A. DAWSON
‘ 64TH STREET AND FIFTH AVENUE " SENIOR PARK DIRECTOR
P CENTRAL PARK
ROBERT MOSES tﬂﬁ NEW YORK CiITY JAMES A. SHERRY
COMMISSIONER O) CHIEF CLERK

W July 31, 1941

Gentlemen:

L

Addendum Neo. 1 to Contract

"For furnishing all labor and materials, together with all
work incidental thereto, necessary or required for Park
Lighting in connection with the Repaving of the Bast Drive
in Central Park from East 59th Street and Sth Avenue to
East 74th Street, Borough of lManhattan, known as Contract
No. M-10=-241."

You are hereby notified that:

1. On Page 38 of the specifications, under "“LIGHTING STANDARDS, ™
the first three parsgraphs reading as follows:

"The Department of Water Supply, Gas and Electricity
Contractor will install Type *G" pernanent lighting
standards and luminaires and wire same fron cutout to luminaire.

"The Contractor shall install the necessary concrete
footings for lighting standards at locgtions shown on plans
and shall install the necegsary elbows and nipples in the
forms for concrete foundations before pouring same. The
Contractor shall furnish and install in each standerd a fuse
cutout with fuses, as shown on plans.

"Type "B" Lighting Standards shall be obtained from the
Department of Weter Supply, Gas and Electricity and transported
to site by the Contractor and installed and wired in accordance
with the Denartment of Water Supply, Gas and Electricity Drawing
No. B-2663. The Contractor shall furnish and install Type "B"
luminaires in accordance with the Department of Water Supply,
Gas and Electricity Drawing No. H-2085 dated January 15, 1941."

are eliminated from the contract, and the following paragraphs substituted
therefor:

"The Department of Water Supply, Gas and Electricity
- will install Types "F" and "G" permanent lighting
standards and lumingires and wire same from cutout to luminaire.



Page No. 2 July 31, 1941

"This Contractor shall install the necessary concrete
footings for lighting standards at locations shown on plans
and shall install the necessary elbows and nipples in the
forms for concrete foundations before pouring same. The
Contractor shall furnish and install in each standard a fuse
cutout with fuses, as shown on plans.

"Types "B" and "E" Lighting Standards shall be obtained
from the Department of Water Supply, Gas and Electricity and
transported to site by the Contractor and installed and wired
in accordance with the Department of Water Supply, Gas and
Electricity Drawing No. H-2663. The Contractor shall furnish
and install Type "B" luminaires in accordance with the Depart-
ment of Water Supply, Gas and Electricity Drawing No. H~-2085
dated January 15, 1941."

2. On Page 40 of the specifications, under "WIRE FOR LIGH
UNDER BRIDGES", the paragraph reading as follows: ‘

"Wiring for lights under bridges except where otherwise
noted shall consist of #12 B&S solid single conductor rubber
insulated double braid covered wire for both neutral and phase
legs, and shall conform to the requirements for cables outlined
in the preceding paragraphs.”

ie eliminated from the contract, and the following paragraph substituted
therefor:

Mfiring for lights under bridges except where otherwise
noted shall consist of #12 B&S solid single conductor rubber
insulated lead covered wire for both neutral and phase legs,
and shall conform to the requirements for cables outlined in
the preceding paragraphs.®

3. On Page 44 of the specifiications, under "IDENTIFICATION
PLATES", the paragraph reading as follows:

"The Contractor shall furnish and install identification
plates on all lampposts as vrer Drawing #D-2361, on file at the
Department of Water Supply, Gas and Blectricity.”

is eliminated from the contract, and the following paragraph subistituted
therefor:

"The Contractor shall furnigh and install identification
plates on all lampposts and at all bridge underdeck lights as
per Drawing #D-286}, on Tile at the Department of Water Supply,
Gas and Electricity.



Page No. 3 July 31, 1941

4» On Page 45 of the specifications, under "POLES", after

the first paragraph, the following paragraph is hereby added to the
contract;

"In addition to the temporary lighting shown on the
plans, the Contractor shall furnish and install on the East
" Drive between 72nd and 74th Streets, five (5} temporary over-
head poles with necessary wiring and wiring supports. He
shall install brackets and lamp fixtures on these, all in
accordance with the specifications outlined above. The
installation shall be carried out as directed by the Engineer.”

Very truly yours

Y/

WILLTAN H. LATHAM
Park Ingineer
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS For Release Thursday.,

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK
TEL. REGENT 4-1000 July 31, 1941

The Department of Parks' Municipal Temnis Tournament has reachsd
its final stages with only two more days of play before the championships
in the men's, women's and junior divisions are decided. On Saturday, August
2nd, at Randallts Island all ciuarter and semi-final matches will be played,
end on Sunday, August 3rd, all final matches will be played at Central Park.
Play will start at 11 A.M. each morning and will continue on through the day.

In the men's singles we find that only two out of the six men
seseded have survived to the quarter finals. Bill ILurie, the runner-up last
year and favorite to win this year had no trouble reaching his present po-
sition, The other geeded player to survive this round is none other than
Dan Hume, last year's Brooklyn runner-up.

In the women's division we find the four sgeeded players: Misses
Germaine, Burrell, Fre_eman and Irwin, still remaining in the quarter finals.
last year Miss Germaine and Miss Freeman ended up in first and second place.

The Junior Division reached its fourth round with three seeded
players surviving, namely, Paul Rachwalsky, Marc Kahn and Thomas Burke;
the fourth S. Sclafani being eliminated in a previous round. H. Burdick

' is the newcomer who completes the four semi~finalists.

The women's doubles matches are in their final round and the
men's doubles in the quarter final round,

The following is a composite of the late round of all divisions?

Fourth Round Men's Sinsles

Marcus(Brooklyn) vs Schein{Manhattan); Eldridge(Bronx} vs Diamond{Man.)
Lurie (Manhettan) vs Goldstein(Brooklyn); Hume (Brooklyn) vs Shassol(Bronx)

Fourth Round Women's Singles

Misses Germmin (Manhatian) vs winner of Irwin and Keilin(Bronx)
Burrell (Manhattan) vs Freeman {Manhattan)

Junior Division Fourth Round

Reckwalsky (Brooklyn) vs Burke (Queens)

Kahn {Masnhattan} vs Burdick {Brooklyn)
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Telephoned t¢ the Papers - July 30, 1941

Due to inclement weather the aquatic and stage show scheduled to take place
tonight , Wednesday, July 30, at the Fluch ing Meadow Amphitheatre, Flud ing Meadow

Park, Queens, has been postponed until next Wednesday, August 6, at 8:30 P. Mg

There will be 7000 seats at 20¢ and seats in the reserve section will sell

for 35¢. Tickets will be on =male at the box office starting Auvgust lst,

Phoned: City News - WOrth 2-6200 10:40 AM,
Standard News - BEekman 3-2130 10:45 A.M.
Daily Mirror - Murray Hill 2-1000 10:42 AM,
Bronx Home News - Mott Haven 9-4400 10:48 AN,
Brooklyn Citizen - Triangle 5-6700 10:52 AgM,
Brooklyn Daily Eagle - MAfh 4~-6200 10:55 AM,
PM, - STerling 3-2501 10:58 AM,
B.I. DAILY STAR JOURNAL - STillwell 46600 11:02 A.M.
L.I. Daily Press - REpublic 9=-3200 11:09 A M,

S. 1. Advance Gibraltar 2-4200 11:10 AM.

7/30/41
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS For Release Mondey,

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK July 28, 1941
TEL. REGENT #4-1000

The Department of Parks announces the completion and opening of é new playe
ground in Queens at the junction of Laurelton Parkwey and Southern Parkway sections
of the Belt Parkway System. At the same time four sitting areas with sandpits and*
a small playground are approaching completion slong the laurelton Parkway northward
to Southern Parkway.

Developed on a narrow strip of park area between the Montauk Division of the
Long Island Railroad and North Condult Avenue, the new playground will serve the
residents of Laurelton north and west of the parkway. The plot, 80' x 650', is com-
pletely enclosed by & high chain link fence with three wide gate entrances provided
from North Conduit Avenus, A wide concrete block panel planted with a row of twenty
four pin oeks extends along the entire length of the north fence. Detached units of
continuous benches have been set between the trees.

The long rectangular playground surfaced with bituminous material is divided
into three main sections by chain link fencing and tree planted concrete block sur-
faced malls. These units are subdivided into use areas by low fencing and continu-
ous rows of benches,

The compartment at the east end has a large open free play ares bordered by
a pipe frame exercise unit, two slides, and a fence protected battery of swings for
older children,

Wostward, separated from the play apparatus srea by chain link fencing with
gates, is the larger cemtral court games area containing two concrete surfaced hand-
ball courts, two combination basketball and volleyball courts and two paddle tennis
courts. A flag pole stands near the cross axis of this area adjacent to the south
fence.

The west end of the playground contains facilities for pre-school childrem,
including open free play areas, a 30' battery of chair swings, two slides, four see-
saws and an irrigated sand-pit with benches on three sides for use of the guardians
who accompany the children and a large circular shower basin.

The existing planting on the slopes south of the playground adjacent to the
railroad right-of-way has been suprlemented with 1,500 bank binding honeysuckles and
Boston ivy. The marrow trisngulsr park areas flanking the playground to the east
and west have been provided with trees, shrubs apd grass areas.

The project, designed by the Departmemt of Parks and constructed by the Work
Projects Administration, also included grading, drainage, irrigation and drinking
Tountains.

In 1934 there were 119 j;laygrounds in the five boroughs; 58 of which have

been reconstructed., At the present time there are 441 playgrounds in the Park

systom.
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A team of eight from each of the Department of Parks' ten
muniolpal céurses will tee off et 8 AJM. on Sunday, July 27th, st
Forest Park to play for the Municipal Teem Championship end the right
to gualify for the "Newbold Morris Tournement.® These eighty men
represent the top eight men from each course who qualified last Sun-
day in their oourse championships. The team chempionship will be 36
holes of medal pley, with the fpur low gross players representing sny
one course, the City-wide Champions. The thirty-two low gross scorers
in the team championships will qualify for the NMuniecipal Chempionship,
starting Seturday end Sunday, August 2 end 3, in 18 holes of metch
play on the LaTourette course, Staten Islend. The semi-finels will be
played on the ssme course on Ssturdey, August ¥, irn 36 holes of meteh
play. On Sunday, august 10, the two finelists will battle it out for
the title of the Municipal Chempion snd the "Newbold Morris Trophy,"
in 36 holes of match play.

Tom Strafaci, last year's Municipel Chempion, is the favorite
to retain his title. Last Sunday Strafaci shot a 71 to win the Dyker
Beach course title. Beside wimning the crown last yesr, Tom hes san
enviable record in competition; qualifier for the ¥etionel Amateurs in
19368, 1937, 1938 and 1839; Staten Island Cpen Chempion in 1938; runner
up in the Long Islsnd Chempionship in 1538; finslist in the Metropoliten
Championship in 1940; qualifier for the Nationsl Public Links Tournsment
and semi-Ffinalist in the Metropoliten Public Links Tournement this
year. Jos Sage, 1940 Mosholu champ, finalist in last year's tournament,
meved over to the Split Roek course this year and won the course title,
Sage i5 s former N.Y.U, intercollegiste linksman and runner up in the
Wew Jorsey Public Links Chanpionship in 1939,

The Junior golfers ere well represonted, lead by Armand Bassi,
Senior Course Champion at Pelham, and Junior Chemp at Split-Rock: Jack
Breakstone, titleist at Van Cortlandt; Roger Sheperd, Metropolitan Junior
Champion in 1940 from Silver Lake; Sven Martinsen, Champion of Silver Leke;
Bob Drasser, Flushing High School fce, Junior Champion in 1940 end 1941

et Kissems end Robert Schlasser, 1940 Junior King ot Forest Park.

* F % ok



Dspartment of Parks Tor Helease Frid
Arsenal, Central Park July 25,1941
Tel. Regent 4-1000

The Flushing Meadew Amphitheatre, located in Flushing
Moadow Park at the junction of Horace Harding Boule#ard and
Grand Central Parloway, will be opened by Mayor LaGuardia on
Saturday evening, July 26th at 8:30 P, After brief ceremonies
the Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra will give a special concert,
This is the first tine that the Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra
has lieft Lewisohn Symphony where they play nightly during the
sunper season, The conductor will be Efrem Kurtz and Joan Field
will be the violin soloist,

The program will be Weber's "Buryanthe" Overture; Lalo:
Symphonie Espagnole; Beethovents Symphony Wo, 7 in A Liajor;
Wagner's Rienzi Overture,

Tickets for the nerformance are on sale at the Steinway
dall Box Office, 113 West 57th 8treet and al all Postal Telegraph
Offices, The box office at the Amphitheatre will be opened at
i0 A.M, , Saturday mofning. In case of rain the performance
will he held Sunday night,

_The swinning vnool will open to the public on Sunday morning
at 10 A.s. ‘leek days and Saturday morning, the pooi will be free
.to children under fourteen years of age: After 1 P.M., on week
days and all day Sunday prices will be 10d¢ for childrén under

fourteen and 20¢ for all over fourteen,



DEPARTMIENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENIRAL PARK FOR RELEASE:® Friday,
TEL. REGENT 4-1000 July 25, 1941

The Department of Parks announces the formation of another trae.
velling puppet and marionette troupe. To date, 52,000 children have en-
joyed the puppet and mariocnatte shows of the Park Department tra\_rclling
theatre, The program in connection with the newly formed troupe will in-
¢lude the manipulation of hand puppets, community singing and magic de-
monstrations,

In many of the playgrounds, magic and puppetry clubs have been or-
ganized, Children put on their own megic shows, construct and manipulate their
own puppets. The newly formed puppet and merionette troupe, which will put
on a show, demonstrate and interest thousands of additional children, will
visit 26 playgrounds from July 28 to August 29. Two performances will be
given daily at 1) A, M., and 2 P. M, at each of the following locations:

Monday, July 28 Lindsay Playground, Lorimer & Johnson Avenue, Brooklyn

Tuesday, July 289  Betsy Head, Hopkinson and Dumont Avenues, Brooklyn

Wednesday, July 30 Bedford Avenus and Avenue X, Brooklyn

Thursday, July 31 Stillwell Avenue and Avenue U, Brooklyn

Friday, August 1 Neptune Avenue and West 28 Street, Brooklyn

Monday, August 4 Crotona Park, Crotona Park East & Cirarlotte Street, Bronx

Tuesday, August 5 Lyons Square Playground, Aldus, Bryant & Whitlock Aves.,Bronx

Wednesday, August 6-Mullaly Playground, 165 Street and Jerome Avenue, Bronx

Thursday, August 7 Williamsbridge Playground, E, 208 St, & Bainbridge Ave.,Bronx

Friday, August 8 Ciccarone Playzround, Bast 188 Street & Hughes Avenue, Bronx

Monday, August 11  St. Mary's West, Fast 146 Sireet & St. Ann's Avenue, Brom

Tuesday, August 12 St. James Playground, Eagt 193 Street & Jerome Avenue, Brorx

Wednesday ,August 13-Riis Purk, Rockaway, Queens

Thursday, August 14-Flushing Memorlal Playground, Bayside Avenue and 25 Avenue,
149-150 Streets, Queens

Friday, August 15 Dry Harbor Playground, 80 St. & Myrtle Ave., Glendale, Queens

Monday, August 18 Von Dohlen Playground, 138 St. & Archer Place,Jammica, Queens

Tuesday, August 19 O'Connell Playground, 196 Street and 114 Ave.,St.Albans,Queeas

Wednesday,August 20~0'Connor Playground, 32-33 Aves, & 210 Street, Bayside,Queens

Thursday, August 21~30th Road Playground, 30 Road & 45-46 Sts., Astoria, Queens

Friday, August 22 Mahoney Playground, Beechwood & Crescent Aves.,New Brighton,
Staten Island

Monday, Augnst 25 De Matti Playground, Tompkins Avenue, Rosebank, S. I.

Tuesday, August 26 Clove Lake, Victory Boulevard & Clove Road, West Brighton,S.L. .

Wednesday, August 27-Lincoln Avenue Playground, Midland Beach, Staten Island

Thursday, August 28-Abrasham Levy Playground, Jeswett & Castleton Avenues, 3. I,

Friday, August 29 McDonald Playground, Forest Avenue near Broadway, West
Brighton, Staten Island



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
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TEL., RECENT 4-1000 — g v 22, 1941

The Park Department announces that bids were opened today
on a comtract for repaving a portion of the Queens section of the
Bronx-Whitestone Parkway between approximately 26 Street and Northern

.Boulevard, Borough of Queens.

The work consists of the placing of a bituminous macadam
top course on a broken stone base, including recomstruction of curbing
and drainage facilities in areas where the road surface has become un-
duly depressed because of the generally poor subsurface conditions
existing in the low marsh areas through which a portion of the parkway
traverses.

Included in the contract is the grading, topsoiling and seed~
ing of lawn areas and transplanting of various trees and shrubs.

The three lowest bidders for the work were the following:

1. TFrank Mascali & Sons, Inc. $19,437,20
4634 Third Avenue, Bronx, N. Y,

2. William P. McDonald Construction Co. 21,233.,50
- 33-15 Lawrence Street, Flushing, N. Y.

3. J. Leopcld & Company 21,721.40
60 Fast 42 Street, New York City

¥ % *x ¥ *
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1 develop. plan

1 location map The Department of Parks announces the completion and opening of a

new playground and comfort station on the 3/4 acre plot bounded by Avenue V",
East 24 Street, Gravesend Neck Road and Bq%ord Avenue, Brooklyn.

Lying midway between the William B, Kelly Memorial Playground and
the Bill Brown Memorial Playground, which are located 1/2 mile north and
south respectively, this new addition approximetes a desirable spacing for
these neighborhood recreational units. The large recreational field at the
north end of Marine Park is about one mile to the east.

Completely enclosed with a chain link fence, entrance to the new
playground is afforded by two wide double gates leading from Avenue "V" ard
ons double gate Lrom Gravesend Neck Ro'ad. New concrete walks have heen cen-
tered in the 24' sidewalk area along Avenue "V" and Bedford Avenue with a
row of pin oaks on each side in panels of concrete blocks. Continuous sec-
tions of henches have been placed against the Avenue "V® property line fence
adjacent to the entrances. A concrete walk extends along Fast 24 Street and
Gravesend Neck Road with. a single row of trees spaced in a concrete block
strip adjacent to the playground fence. Two groups of benches are placed
between the trees along Gravesend Neck Ro=zd,

The playgroﬁnd is subdivided into three units by two concrete block
paved panels with a doubls row of benches spaced between the shade trees,

The surface of the area is smooth bituminous macadam.

A brick comfort station and recreation building has been built in
the large central compartment between the two entrances from Avenue V', A
32' dismeter shower bagin is centered in a large open space north of the
building. The subdivision along Bedford Avenue, rvoserved for pre-school
children contains see-saws, slides and chair-swings protected by a chain link
fence. A sand pit irrigated to permit the sand to be cleaned is in the south-
east corner bounded by benches. The smallest of the three units, lying at
the tapered end of the plot along Eest 24 Street contains a pipe frame exercise
unit, two play slides and swings for older children.

The playground was constructed by the Work Projects Administration
from plans prepared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 there were 119 play-
grounds; 58 of which have been reconstructed. At present there are 440 play-

grounds in the Park system,

* ok k *
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ARSRNAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELEASE __ Monday,
*  TEL. REGENT 4-1000 ., July 21, 1941
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s A
q;;%z,s The Department of Parks announces the completion of construction
=034 {
;t%g;% in connection with the development of certain areas of the Queensbridge Park
o N 7
;b‘g’yc, playground development. This new recreational facility undertaken es an ad-
|

oy 3‘31, Junct to the Queensbridge Municipal Housing Project at the east end of the
,)"05}1):>““ Queensborough Bridge which was opened for occupancy last yeer is expected

not only to be instrumental in avoiding wear and tear on the landscaped areas
around the hous;ng development formerly used for pley purpeses, but also to
meet the recreational needs of this rapidly growing section of the City,

The playground is adjacent to the housing project on two sides,
facing the south boundary and extending in part under the bridge approaches
between 21 Street and Vernon Boulevard, and bordering the west front ;>f the
housing in the area betwaen Vernon Boulevard and the Best River.

Three and a half acres of land under the dbridge were released for

oY

the use of ghe Park Depé;;;ent by the Commissioner of Public Works., The old
State Barge office property was given to the City by the State for park use
at the-reqﬁest of the Commissioner of Parks. This plot contained 3 acres,
The balance of the 24§-acra park was acquired by the Housing Authority.

The southerly section lying alongside snd under the bridge struc
ture has been develcoped for Bﬁecialized intensive forms of recreation adapted
to the needs of wvarious age groups. Central to this section is & new comfort
station located on the line of 10 8Btreet and surrounded by play apparatus for
sméll children: send pit, wading pool, swings, etc., and extending to the
east a series of game areas for older patrons: volleyball, basketball and.

handball courts. The ares westward to Vernon Boulevard has been leff open



-2-

for general play purposes such as softball and group gemes. Flanking the
entire development on the north, as a ¢ ransition between th_e park area and
the housing grounds, is a thirty-foot wide mall bordered by trees and benche s,
Trees have also bsen planted within the playground to furnish shade and to
mark the separations between the various use areas.

The waterfront develomment, a plot of thirteen acres on the west
side of Vernon Boulevard and north of the Queensborough Bridge, has more the
character of s neighborhood park although it too is largely devoted to active
forms of recreation. The path system encloses an oval field large senough to
accommodate footﬁall and four softball diamonds. A smaller oval lawn con-
tains an inner paved roadway for use as a bicycle and roller skating area.

A small children's playground is tucked into the northeast corner on Vernon
Avenue. The river front itself has been provided with a new seawall backed
by a broad promenade plentifully supplied with benches overlooking the river
and the Manhattan skyline. At the south end of the park, under the north
parapet of the bridge is a modern concession buildinge. South of this build-
ing and under the bridge structure is space allocated for a future bank of
fourteen tennis courts. The various areas outlined by the walk systems have
been graded, topsoiled and seeded to lawn or planted with trees and shrubs.

Bafore the area under the bridge can be opened to the public, the
Department of Public Works must erect "pans™ under the bridge to protect
people in the area from objects falling off the structure.

Plens for the entire development were prepared by the Design Divi-
sion of the Department of Parks, and the work was performed by the Work Pro-
jects Administration.

- In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds in the five boroughs; 58 of which

have been recomstructed. At present there are 438 plazfoun?s in the Park
A :

system. * * * /;E:’i Lig% %‘& o ;
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The Depariment of Parks announced the gift by the Long Island

College Hospital to the City of four parcels of land assessed at $46,500,
in the block bounded by Hicks Street, Amitj' Street, Columbia Street and
Pacific Street, Brooklyn. Deeds to the property were forwarded to the
Park Department by Tracy S. Voorhees, president of the IBoard of Regents
of the Iong Island College Hospital, This gift of land for conversion
into & park was made by the hospital from a special fund provided from
outside sources specifically for this purpose, The new playground re-
places some of the poorest tenements in Brooklyn.

The hospital's generous land donatioﬁ will provide the nucleus
of a park to be located in the blocks bounded by Columbia Street, Pacific
Street, Hicks Street and Congress Street, an area comprising some 160,000
square feet with a frontage of approximately 470 feet on Hicks Street and
a depth of 340 feet on Amity Street. The remaining property to be included
in the park will be acquired by condemmation in comnection with the Hicks
Btreet widening which was approved by the Board of Estimate on June 26, 1941,
The Park Department has been anxious to provide a play area in this neigh~
borhood since 1934 but no city-owned land vms available and no funds for
land acquisition could be obtained.

The existing temporary playzround at Amity Street and Columbia
Street will be abandoned and the two blocks will be combined into one large
parcel, The whole area will be developed for park purposes.

The part of the park facing the hospital will be a passive recrea-

tional area and behind this area, and further from the hospital, playground
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facilities will be installed. With the widening of Hicks Street, this will
remove ¥he active play area 200 feet from the nearest part of the hospital
vroperty and 385 feet from the nearest hospital building., Facilities in the
playground will include a wading pool, children's play area, softball field,
basketball courts , handball courts, paddle tennis, shuffleboard courts, a
roller-skating area and a comfort station.

For some time past, the hospital authorities have been desirous
not only of improving the appearance of the neighborhood adjacent to the
hospital but also facilities fof health through rest and recreation for the
population of this congested district. The plan originally was taken up
with the late Borough President Raymond V. Ingersoll and Councilmen Genevieve
Bs Farle who suggested it to the Park Department in the Fall of 1939. Sub-
gequently, Borough President John Cashmore continued to éooperate with the
Park Department and the hospitﬁl in the park acquisition.

The Hospital Board of Hegents in their efforts to obtain this im-
provemsnt have also sought to benefit the several important nearby institu-
tions, aside from the Iong Island College Hospital, doing hospital or medi-
cal work, including the Ioné Island College of Medicine, Polhemus Memorial
Clinic, the Hoagland laboratory and St. Peterts Hospital, all of which are
in the immediate neighborhood of the area which will be devoted to the new
park. The purchase of the land for park purposes from a special fund is part
of a long-term program of development which is being carried on by the long
Island College Hospital at the present time.

The hospital is ons of Brooklyn's oldest medical institutioms,

having been established in 18%58.

ok ¥ %k
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The largest tennis tournament ever held in the metropolitan area,
in which over twenty«four hundred men, women anﬁl juniors entered the pre-
liminary rounds held on all the Park temnis courts, will reach the final
rounds on Seturday, July 19, on the Department of Parks courts located on
Randall's Island. One hundred and seventy-four players, the guarter-finalists
in their respective borough tournaments, will play for the Municipal Tennis |
Championghips.

In the Manhattan Borough tournament Bill Lurie, runner up in last
year's Municipal Chempionships and former Metropolitan title holder won the
men's singles; the women's crown went to Virginia Burrell, a former Californian
who learned her tennis from the famous Bundy Tamily; Mac Kahn, the 1940 Junior
Chempion, retained his title; Barney Diamond and Bernie Levy won the men's
doubles and Virginia Burrell msde it a double win by pairing with Betty Grimes,
in the women's doubles. Miss Grimes was the finalist in this yearts New Yark
State Junior Girls Tournament and is the co-holder of the State doubles title
with Judy Atterbury. Due to two week-ends of min, the remainder of the
borough championships will be sandwiched in between the play for the City $itle.

The largest draw of the tournament is the Men's Singles with 36 en-
trants. Seeded number one is Bill Iurie, Manbattan Chempion and winner of
the Metropolitan Crown three times; Vincent Paul from Queens, who has been
playing excellent temmis all season in national tournements, the Long Island
and Queens Public Parks Champion, is seeded second; in third place is Al Doyle,

’ also from Queens, finalist with Paul this year in the Queens Public Park CGhampion—
ship, and a former seeded star in the National Public Parks ramnks. Don Hume -
of Brooklyn, former Brooklyn College Temnis Captain and holder of that bor-
ough's crown for a number of years, is seeded fourth. Fifth seeding goes to
Nat Goldstein, also of 'Brooklyn. Nat was the finalist in 1940 for the Metro-
politan title. Allen Lobsl, New York University star from the Bronx, and
Jerry Norman of Queens, are seeded sixth and seventh. Norman is the co~holder
of the National Mixed Doubles Championship in the American Lawn Tennis Asso-
ciation,

- In the women's ranks top seeding goes to the National Public Parks
and 1940 winmer of the New York Public Parks title, Helen Germeine. She was

the finalist in the New York State Women's Singles and Doubles Championship,
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semi-finalist in the New Jersey State Singles Tournament, co-holder of the
Doubles crown with Millicent Hirsch Lang, and quarter-finalist in the Eastern
States matches held last week. Right in back of Miss Germaine, seeded second
is Virginia Burrell, who captured the Manhattan title this year, replacing
Helen Germaine who was forc¢ed to default in the guarter-final round because
of other tournament engagements. Third and fourth seeded stars are Ann
Freeman and Natasha Irwin, Bronx title holder for a number of yearse

Brooklyn's representative in the Junior Boys' Division, Paul Rach-
walsky, is seeded first. He has been undefeated in P.S.A.L. commetition
while a member of this year's Boys' High Squad.

The Men's and Waomen's Doubles will find many of those who are also
performing in the Singles Tournaments. Seeded first in the Men's Doubles is
Vincent Paul and Tom Burke, number one man on the Newtown High School Temnis
squad this year. In the women's doubles division, seeded first is Evelyn
Kemptner and Grace Rothberg, finalists in the women's doubles in the National
Public Parks Championships in 1939, with Virginia Burrell and Betty Grimes
seeded second.

Play will start et 11 A,M. in the Junior Boys' Singles with the
Men's and Women's Singles starting at 2 P« M. On Sunday, July 20, thé$Men's
and Women's Doubles will start at 11 4, M. while the Singles will resume play
at 2 P. M, |

It is expected that the first two rounds will be complebted on this
weekend. The third and fourth rounds will finish the weekend of July 26 and
27, and the finals will be held on the Central Park Courts, 93 Street and
West Drive, on Sunday, August 3, at 11 A, M.

This tournament is part of the Department of Parks Second Annual
Sports Tournament in which championship events are held in swimming, temnis
and golf. Trophies and medals for the Sports Tournament have been donzted
by the Park Association of New York City, end will be presented to the winmers.
Joseph Carleton, President of the New York Public Parks Tennis Association,

will be the official referes.

® Kk ok K
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@iﬁ“*TTKLﬁf - T The Park Department announces the onening of

bids on the contract for construction of bridges and paving
of Francis Lewis Boulevard between Union Turnpike and
McLaughlin Avenue, Borough of Queens. This is the first
contract for the proposed extension of Francis Lewis Bou-
levard providing for filling in the gap between Horace
Harding Boulevard and Hillside Avenue, At present the

road is in use from the Whitestone Bridge to ilorace Harding
and from Hillside Avenue to Springfield Bouleverd, Upon
completion of this improvement, mixed traffic will be pro-
vided with a contimuous north-scuth route across Queens,

The work under this contract provides for the
construction of a reinforced concrete'bridge carrying
Grand Central Parkway over Francis Lewis Boulevard, in-
cluding access roads for interchange of traffic, Another
bridge under the new roadway will permi; nark users to gst
from one section of the park to another,

In addition to the bridges and main roadways,
there ia included all necessary draipage, irrigation,
curbing, construction of park roads and walks, bridle paths,
lighting facilities and installation of directional signs,

Park areas abutting the work will be topsoiled,
seaded and planted with trees and shrubs under a separate
contract and will be done during the Spring of 194&,

During construction of the bridge et the Grand Central
Parkway intersection, traffic will be maintained over
suitable temporary detour roads,

_The three lowest bidders for the worl: were the
folloﬁing:

1, Mill Basin Asphalt Co. $740,275,90

5410 Avenue U, Brooklyn, N.Y.

2, B, Turecamo Contracting Coe., Inc. $774,921,79
5. 24th Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y.

3, Garofano Construction Co., Inc, $784,000,00
730 So, Columbus Ave,.,, Mt., Vernon, N.Y,
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The b.est amateur golfers in the Metropolitan area have entered
the Golf Championship Tournament conducted by the Department of Parks for
the "Newbold Morris Trophy™ which will start Sunday, July 20, at 9 A, M,
on all of the ten Municipal Golf Courses. This trophy, a sterling silver
cup donated last year by Newbold Morris, President of the City Council, will
be in competition for sixty years, and the name of the annual winner of the
New York City Golf Championship will be inscribed upon it. In a@dition,
the annual/W‘inner will he presented with a replica of the larger 'trophy,
alge in sterling silver, which he will retain.

In last year's tournament, when the Newbold Morris cup was put
in competition for the first time over 2000 public links' players entered
from the ten municipal courses. This yearts tourrament indicates a record
entry list. Among those entered are, Tom Strafaci, last year's champion,
one of the Strafaci brothers found in every championship tournament in the
Metropolitan area. Beside winning the crown last year Tom has. an enviable
record in competition: gualifier for the National Amateurs in 1936, 1937,
1938, and 1939; Staten Island Open Champion in 1938; runner up in the Long
Island Championship in 1938; finalist in the Metropolitan Championship in
1940 and qualifier for the National Public Links Tournament this year.

Joe Bage of Pelham, finalist in last year®s tournement, a former N, Y. U,
intercollegiate linkaman and runner up in the New Jersey Public Links
Championship in 1939; Andy Timoshuk of Kissena, formsr Flushing Figh School
interacholastic ace who was a quarter finalist last year and the team
champions of 1940, John Mikrut, Olin Cerroki, Joe Oleska, Dom Strafaci

and Frank Strafaci, from Dyker Beach are also entered in the tournament.



For the past three months, anyone desiring to qualify for this
tournament turned over to the course Supervisor his three lowest gross
scores attested by the three other members of his foursome, The thirty-
two low gross scorers on each coui-se will compete on Sunday, July 20, at
9 A, M, in eighteen holes of medal play for the course championship and
for the right to be included in a team~of-eight which will represent their
respective course in the city-wide course championship. Trophies will be
awarded by the Department of Parks to the individual course champions. The
teams-of-eight which have been selected will compete on Sunday, July 27, at
Forest Park Golf Course in 36 holes of medal play for the city-wide course
team championship. The four low gross scorers from any one course will
decide the team championship. The wimning team will receive a team trophy
that will remain pemmanently on display in the clubhouse of the course they
represent.

On Saturdey and Sundsy, August 2 and 3, the thirty-two low gross
scorers will begin eighteen holes of match play on the LaTourette Course,
Staten Island to determine the trophy winner.

The gemi-finals will be played on the same eourse on Saturday,
August 9 with thirty-six holes of match play. On Sunday, August 10, the
two finalists will battle it out for the title of the Municipal Champion

and the Newbold Morris Trophy, in thirty-six holes of match play.

* % % %
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DEPARTLELT OF FARKS For Relesse Wednesday
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK July 16,1941
TEL, REGENT 4-1000 '

Through the efforts of ex-Governor Smith,
fourteen Japanese Saika Dser have been donated to the Departe
ment Parks by M?. George W, Hill, president of the American
Tobacco Compaly.

This type of deer iz dbecoming Vvery scarcs
because of the present war conditions, The herd consists of
six bucks, five does, and three fawns,

The deer will be brought to the Central
Park Zoo late Wednesday afternoqn by truck from Mr, ilill's
estate, Irvington on the iHudson, |

The colleciion is to_be divided between
the Central Park and Prospect Park zoos, Because of the lime
ited space, only one buck, two does, and a fawn will be left
in Central Park; the.remginder will be piaced on exhibition

in the Prospect Park Zoo.
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS d
For Releas Wodnesday,
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TEL. REGENT 4-1000

Two of the nation's most outstanding feminine swimmers
will attempt to break the existing world's record for the fifty
(50) meter backstroke and the one hundred (100} meter medley, in
a special race, Wednesday evening, July 16, at the Highbridge
Pool, Manhattan,

Gloria Callen of the W, S. A., one of the best women
swimmers in competition today, has been breaking records and
winning championships for the past four years. At the age of
thirteen, she won the Senior Metropolitan Half-Mile Free Style
Championship, at the age of fourteen, the National Long Distance
Swinming Championship and today at seventeen holds the American
record for fifty (50} meters, seventy-five yards and one hundred

v ten (110} meters backstroke. Over the past weekend she lowered
her record for one hundred ten (110) yards backstroke by two-
fifths of a second, to 1:18:2 and her fifty (50) meter backstroke
three~-fifths of a second to 36:2. She will attempt to lower this
further to 36 seconds flat as she has been doing at Highbridge
Pool, where she has been practicing during the past few weeks,

Helene Raines, a team mate of Miss Callen and a member
of the National Outdoor three hundred (300) meter medley champion-
ship team; the Senior Metropolitan Indoor and Outdoor two hundred
twenty (220) yard relay brsast stroke team; Senior Metropolitan
Individual half mile and Senior Metropoliten Individuval Medley
Champion, will attampt to lower the existing mark for the one
hundred fifty (150) meter Individual Outdoor medley record,
Lorainne Fisher, another member of tha Ww 3. A. 3ut the ¥ecord
last Septembay when shs covered the distance in 2:11:5 at Bear
Mountain,

These races against time will he the feature 0f & water
carnival to be held at the Highbridge Pool, Amsterdam Avenue and

175rd Sireet, Manhattan.

% K ok %
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL; CENTRAL PARK FOR RELFASE _Tuesday;

TEL. REGENT 4-1000 July 15, 1941
Pix 20243
20244

1 development plan
1 location map

The Department of Parks announces the completion of work in
connection with the construction of an overlook sitting area on the shore
of the Hudson River adjacent to the promenade in Riverside Park Extenaion
opposite West 149 and West 150 Streets,

A 7' high reinforced concrete retaining wall, 235' in length,
has been constructed on en Qxiéting concrete slab which overlaid the shore
rip rap and adjacént bank. One thousand cubic yards of backfill was placed
to create a 70 x 150' rectangular offset 10' above the water level and at
the same elevation as the promenade. Six hundred and fifty lineal feet
of 4' high wrought iron picket fénce has been set in the retaining wall
and extends along the water front side of the promenade to connect with
the existing fence,

The sitting area has been paved with bituminous material to
match the promenade. A 10' wide concrete block panel, planted with

) eleven 3"-4" diameter-red vaks extends around three sides of the bay
and nine 4~unit sections of benches placed between the trees, facing the
water, O8ix additional oaks and four benches were placed in the paved
area to assure shade and adequate seating facilities from which views
of the river ani the Palisades might be enjoyed.

This project which was built by the Work Projects Administra-
tion from plans prepared by the Department of Parks also included

drainage and lighting.

* %k k ok
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will reopen the New York State Amphitheatre, located at the

On Saturday evening, July 26, the Department of Parks

north end of Meadow Lake in Flushing Meadow Park, Queens. This
facility was one of the few permanent atructureé gt the World's
Fair and was a contribution by the State to the recreation sys-
tem of the City.

Since the close of the Fair, workmen have been busily
engaged in dismantling the old temporary Aquacade tank, remod-
elling the stage, providing dressing room facilities and con-
structing new permanent, modern outdocr swimming end diving
pools between the amphitheatre and the stage.

The new pooi will be of concrete faced with tile.
Roughly semi-circular, following the curve of the amphitheatre,
it will be 300 feet long, 33 feet in width at the ends and 70
feet in the center. At each end there will be diving pools
eleven feet deep and diving towers with 3, 5 and 10 meter
platforms. The depth of the pool will be 3 feet & inches at
the edges to four feet in the center. It will be flcodlighted
at night.

Bgsides providing public swimming facilities for the
rapidly inereasii:é population in this section of Queens, it
will also be used, with the stage and 8500 unobstructed, tiered
geats which have been retained, to present water carnivals,
pageants, concerts, and other spectacles in the evening.

Parking facilities for 1000 cars are immediately ad-
Jacent to the smphitheatre end may be reached from either the
Grand Central Parkway or Horsce Harding Boulevard.

To inaugurate the officlsal opening, the New York
Philharmonic-Symphony Orchestra, through Mrs. Charles S,
Guggenheimer, Chajirman, and Mrs. Pierpon"c Morgan Hamilton of
the Stadium Concerts Inc., will leave the Lewisohn Stadium for
the first time in 24 years and play at the New York State

Amphitheatre for this one night.



Under the direcf, ion of conductor Efrem Kurtz, the

- orchestra will play a program including the "Euryanthe" Over-

ture of Weber, lalo's Symphonie Espagnole with violin solo by
the young American violinist, Joan Field, Beethoven's Seventh
Symphony, and Wagner's "Rienzi% Overture.

Regular Stadium tickets, bought at the usual Box-.
offices will be good for admission to the State Amphitheatre
on Saturday, July 26, 3000 seats will be sold at 25¢, about
3000 at 50¢ and the rest at $1.00.

Tickets for the opening performance are available
at the Postal Telegraph-Cable Company offices in Long Island
City, Flushing, and Jamaica.

Starting 10- A, M., July 27, the pocl will be open
to the general public, as are all the other 16 outdoor park
pools. On weekdays and Saturdays from 10 A, M. to 12:30 P. M.
there will ba a free period for children under 14 years of
age in theswimning pools. No adulis are admitted to the pool
areas during this free period. After 1 P. M. on weekdays and
Saturdays and all day on Sundays and holidays there will be
a ten cent charge for children under 14 years and a twenty

cent charge for adults,

* %k % ok
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release_ Wednesday,
TEL. REGEINT 4—1000 July 9, 1941

The Department of Parks announces the completion and
opening of a new 1/2 acre playground just west of Flatbush Avenue,
Brooklyn, boumded by Flatlands Avenue, Ryder Street, Avenue "M"
and Bast 38 Street., This latest addition is located 1/2 mile south
of the 3 1/2 acre Amesford Park, one mile north of Marine Park Play-
ground and 3/4 of a mile sast of the playground at Kings Highway
and Averue "P",

To provide a flat play surface it was necessary to con-
struct 2 concrete retaining wall of variable height along the north
property line with a short stairway access provided from Avenue "M",
An 8' chain link boundery fence has been placed on top of this wall
and along the entire property line. A second entrance leads from
Flatlands Averue mear the corner of Ryder Street.

Seventeen 24"-3" Qismeter Norway maples have been planted
in a 5! border of conerete blocks between the boundary fence and

. the new concrete sidewalks and curbs. A 20° aguare brick comfort
station and a flagpole are located on the Ryder Street side near
the two enmtrances. The playground surface of bituminous material
is subdivided into several units by tree planted strips of concrete
block paving, benches and low fencing. A large open free play area
has a central 32' diameter circular shower basin. In four compart-
ments along the Flatlands Avenue property line are the following
facilities: an irrigated sand pit with tree shaded benches on three
sides; 33! of fence enclosed chair swings for pre-schoel children;
4 see-saws and 2 slides; 30' of protected swings and 2 slides for
older children and a pipe frame sxercise unit,.

The project which was built by the Work Projercts Adminige-
tration from plans prepared by the Department of Parks also included
drainage, irrigation, drinking fountains and lighting.

In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds in the five boroughs;
-58 of these have been reconstructed. At the present time there are

437 playgrounds in the Park system.
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DEPARTEZNT OF ZARKS FOR RILEASE _ Monday
LRSEMAL, CEWTRAL PARK July 7, 1941

TEL, REGENT 4~1000

The Depariment of Parks announces that there will
be & demonstration of Americen Folk Dancing , sometimes referred \
to as Square Dancing, at 105 Street and Riverside Park, Manhattan,
on honday, July 7, at 8:30 P.M,

This demonsiration will be under the direction of
Ed Durlacher, one of the outstanding exponents of Sguare Dancing
in Amgrica, with Al MacLeod's Country Dance Band supplying the
music, Thousands of weonle witnessed similar expositions which
he conducted on tie Auverican Common at the New York World's Fair,
1940, and at .J‘ones 3each, during the same year, The dancing pro=-
gram was 80 well received at Jonezs Beach that he has been re-
quested to put it on again during the current season.

Prior to the demonstration of each dance number
next ilonday evening, there will be a brief explanation of the
various steps, Following the demonstration , tae public will be

invited to participate,



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
Arsenal, Central Park

®

Tel. REgent 4-1000 ' FOR RELEASE Monday,
July 7, 1941

The Department of Parks announces that the children of 23 Park

Department playgrounds will celebrate the anniversary of their official

opening to the public by participating in special programs of recreational

activities during the month of July.

While handball and shuffleboard tournsments, softball games,

track meets, roller skating contests and wading pool games will form part

of the activities, the programs will feature a variety of other events,

including magic shows, puppet and marionette shows, skits, musical selec~

tions by children's bands, folk dancing, commmity singing of patriotic

songs and group games.,

The July schedule for playground birthday celebrations is as

follows:

Borough  Playground location

Manhattan Annunciation Playground, Amsterdam
Avenue & West 135 Street

Riveraside and 74 Street

McCray Playground, West 138 Strest
between Sth & Lenox Avenues

Sauer Memorial Playground, E. 12 Streset
between Avenues AW & #WRB®

Riverside and 148 Street
Fast River Park and 1) Street

St. Gabriel's Playground, Bast 35
Street and First Avenue

Brooklyn Sheridan Playground, Grand Street
near Wythe Avenue

Lafayette and Reid Avenues

ggened.

July 7, 1940

July 11,

Tuly 15,

July 15,

July 24,
July 27,

July 31,

July 19,

Tuly 25,

1937

1934

1934

1938
1939

1936

1934

1937

Time of
Celebrationr

4:00 P, M.

3:00 P. M,

2:00 P, M,

2:30 P, M.

3300 P. M,
3:00 P. M,

33100 P, M.

11:00 AM,.

11:00 AM.
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Borough

Brooklyn

Queens

Bronx

o

Plaveround Location

New Lots Playground, Sackman and
Riverdale Stroets

Howard, Dean and Pacific Streets

Pitkin & New Jersey Avenues

McKibben Playground, McKibben
and White Streets

179 Place, North of Jamaica Aveme

Jackson Heights Playgroumd, 26-30
Avenues, 84-85 Streets

D, M. 0'Connell Playground, 113 Ave.
and 196 Street

Von Dohlen Playground, 138 Street
and Archer Avenue

Windmuller Playground, 52 Street
and Woodside Avenuse

Louis Zimmerman Playground, Olinville
Ave., south of Britton Street

Vincent Ciccarone Playground, Hughes
Avenue & East 188 Street

East 176 Street and Bryant Avenus

Fagt 182 Street and Belmont Avemue

% & ok X

Opened

July

July
July

July

July
July

July

July

July

July

July

July

July

27, 1940

30, 1937
30, 1937

31, 1936

10, 1937

15, 1934

15, 1934

15, 1934

30, 1937

15, 1934

15, 1934

10, 1936

30, 19%7

Time of

Coalebrat ion

2-8 P.M, on
July 28

3:30 P, M,
10:00 AM,

10:00 AM.

3:00 P.M.

10 A.Mo"‘
S PoMo

2:00 P.M.
10: 50 AQM'- -
8:00 P.M,

11:00 A M.~
6:00 P,M.

2100 P.M.

2:00 P, ¥,

2:00 P, M.

2:00 P. M,
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK
Tel. REGENT 4-1000

F'OR RELEASE ¥ondey,July 7,1541

After five years of oomstruction work, the major portion
of Crotona Park has been rebuilt. During this period, sections of the
psrk had been redeveloped with a swimming pool and several large pley-
grounds. The construction program now coming to an end will show-the

s . .
campleti@n of twelve playsrrounds, five baseball dimmonds, one sthletic
field, s rebuilt children's farm rarden, s new boathouse on the lske,
end several miles of new walks snd hundreds of new benches.

Prior to its reconstruction, the paerk affordgd few
facilities for orgenized active recreation. It is in the center of =&
songested neighborhood and the children found their recreation in the
destruction of what littls development was available. 5ith the nrew
development nearing completion, many people of the neighberhood have
become apprehensive as te what will happon to it.

In the hope of securinp the mrestest benefit from the
new facilities and to preserve them for future as well ss present en-
joyment, the children of the twelve new playgrounds have orgenized them~
selves inte the CROTON: PARK BOOSTERS. fThe "boosters" have orgenized
themselves inteo subwgroups, one for esch playground, end during the
present summer starting July 7 the vleygrounds will compete with each
other, not only in the verious customery recrestionsl sctivities, but in
prevention of vandslism, in keeping the psrk clesn, snd in educeting
the members of the public usingz their section of the perk in its proper
use.

The Park Department is providing the physicel facilities
to méke the competition possiblie and hes put up substential prizes for

group snd individuel winners.

ek ok ok
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS Fridey

July 4, 1941

ARSENAL. CENTRAL PARK For Release
Tel. REGENT 4—1000

The Department of Parks announces the corpletion
and opening of & 5 acre general recreation field and play-
ground which has been developed in the resr of the John Adams
High School on Rockaway Boulevard betwsen 10lst St. and 103rd
Street, Borough of Queens,

In order to orovide adequabe Tacilities it was necessa-
ry for the city to scquire additional property to round out the
small undeveloped plot held under the jurisdiction of the Board
of Education. Al the same time title was acquired to all of the
boundary street beds which will be developed in the future,

Boss Street from Plattwood Avenue to 133rd Avenue,cutting diag=
onally through the athletic field, formerly mapped for future
opening, was abandoned in favor of the recreational development,

Plans for the entire tract which has been nlaced
under ‘the igufisdiction of the Board of Education were pre-
pared by the Departzent of Parks and approved by the Board of
Education? The area will be operated jointly by the two de=
partnents,

The proverty, roughly 470 feet squere except for the
south diagonal property line alons 133rd Avenue is completely
enclosed by a 12 foot high chain link fence and is sub-divided
into several types of use areas segregated from each other by an
8' high chain link fence,

Access to the playfield is afforded by four 10' wide
double gates two of which lead from the 15 foot walk imnediately
adjacent and parallel to the south wall of the High School and
one each from the northeast and northwest corners,

| Parallelins the north boundary fence and extending

from 10l1st to 103rd Streets is a rectangular bituminous surfaced
court gemes area 70' wide and 450' long which contains the
followings

3 Handball Courts

2 Baduinton Courts

7 Practice Basketball Standards

3 Peddle Teunis Courts

6 Shuffle Board Courts

2 Drinking Fountains

31 Bench units in two continuous sections.

South of the court games area adjacent to 1l0lst

Street are two bituminous paved tennis courts, East of this
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fence enclosed unit is a grass surfaced area 150' x 300' providing
double usage for girls field hockey and two softball diamonds
with backstops. The south end of the area, also grass covered,
contains a regulation size football field, a softhall aﬁd
baseball diamond with backstops all of which are bounded by a
12! cinder track and 16' siraighbtaway. & drinking founbain is
located adjacent 4o the“track.

An irregular shaped offset in the southeast corner
of the grounds has been developed a8 a small bituminous paved
playground, enclosed by a 10' high chain link fence, Lying
2~1/2 feet below the surface of the athletic field from which
it is separated by a concrete retaining wall and 12' chain
link fence, the playcround is accessible by a short flight
of steps from the corner of the field, A 10' wide double
entrance gate as Peen insislled at the southeast corner of the
playground which will provide futu;e access from Centreville
Street when it is opened and paved,

A stendard type brick comfort station, 20' x 30',
has been built ab the south end of the playground near the
athletic field entrance, The remainder of the area contains
a flagpole, a circular shower basin, a 12' x 16' sand nit, 2
kindergarten slides, a see-saw, and a string of kindergartsn
swings protected by a 4' chain link fence, The entire playground
is bordered with a 6' strip of precast concrete blocks and
plented with 12 2-1/2"-.3" diameter trees. Detached benches ex~
tend along the base of éhe retaining wall end a Uw~shaped cone
tinuous section extends ercund three sides of the sand pit.

The work which was carried out by the Work Projectg
Administration from plans preparéd by the Department of Parks,
also included general drainage facilities, park lighting and the
demolition of a 1-1/2 story frame house and garage,

In 1934 there were 119 p}aygrounds in the five boroughs;
58 of these have been reconstructed, AL present there are 436

playzrounds in tae Perk system,
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
Arsenal, Central Park For Release THURSDAY,
Tel., REgent 4~1000 July 3, 1941

The Department of Parks announces that the second of
a series of four Naumburg Memorial Concerts will be given on
the Mall, Cemtral Park, Friday, July 4, at 8315 P. M.

The two remaining concerts will also be given on the
Mall on July 31 and Labor Day, September 1, at 8:15 P. M.

This concert series is contribuied by Mr. Walter W.
Naumburg and Mre. George W. Naumburg, in memory of their father,
Mr. Elkan Naumburg, who donated the bandstand on the Mall.,

The July 4 concert will be given by the Naumburg Or-
chestra, with Maeclin Marrow as conductor, and Gloria La Vey lora,
as soprano soloist. The program will include selections by such

femous composers as : Gounod, Victor Herbert, Gershwin and Dvorak,
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS |
ARSEVAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELEASE  Wednesday,

THEL.. REGET 4-1000 July 2, 1941

-

Through the ccoperation of the Jumior Davis Cup Com-
mittee of the Iastern lawn Tennis Associstion, the Depariment
of Parks will conduct a series of ¢ . ght tennis classes starting
Wednesday, July 2, from ¢ A, M., to 11 A, M, Those lessons will
be held on the Central Park Courts, 93rd Street and West Drive.
They are open to all Junior permit holders of either sex. These
leasons are intended primarily for instruction in the fundamen-
tals of the game, particularly stroke production.

Last year, George Agutta, coach of the West Side Tennis
Club of Forsst Hills, conducted these classes., The results were
go gratifying, it was decided to repeat the series.

This year, W. Richard Shubart, fommer member of Dart-
mouth College Ternis Team and for & numb- of years professional
av “ne Ke. Gardens Tennis Club, has been engaged to handle ihe
series of lessons.

All boys apd girls of Junior and Seni.x High School

agso are urged to take part in this series of fraee lessons.

* ok *k
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CHENTRAL PARK FOR RELEASE  Tuesday,
TEL. REGENT 4-1000 o July 1, 1041

The Department of Pérks snnounces the completion and opening of
geven new marginal playzrounds, three reconstructed playgrounds, a children's
farm garden and two comfort stations in Crotona Park, The Bronx. These play-
grounds represent part of a larger program of park reconstruction which will
be completed this fall.

Crotona Park is one of the most heavily used parks in the City.
Prior to the start of vehabilitation work fthe pressure of a congested neigh-

" ~.. borhood had overflowed play areas onto the park lawns, injuring the vegetation,
causing erosion and miniature dust storms thus deatroying the usefulness of the
- area,

The first major effort to provide much needed recreation facilities
and restore the scenic values of the park was the comstruction of a swimming
pool in 1936 together with the rehabilitation of the adjoining unit of park
land lying between Fulton and Crotona Avenues., In the following years two
new playgrounds were laid out along Crotona Park East and various other minor
improvements were made.

Plans for the present project, embracing the complste reconstruction
of the remaining sections of the park were prepared early in 1940 by the De-
partment of Parks and the work was started shortly thereafter by the Work Pro-
jects Administration. The main features of this work include the following
items:

Ten additiénal marginal playgrounds

Reconstruction of the chiliren's farm gardens

Four baseball diamonds with concrete bleachers

One softhall diamond with concrete blsacher
Construction of a wall around the lake

A boat houss and concession building on the lakeside

Thirteen double handball courts
Reconstruction of athietic field on Crotona Park North
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Demolition of many outworn paths and roadways and construce
tion of a complete new path system with curbs,
asphaltic pavement, steps, ramps, benches, lights,
fencing, etc.

General reconstruction of the park storm drainage system

Landscaping of the entire park including new topscil and
plent ing of 2800 new trees, 18,000 shrubs and lawns.

Realignment of the south end of Crotona Avenue within the
yark, for better traffiec circulation.

The only section of the park which remains untouched by the current
opsrations is the area along Third Avenus to the narth of East 175 Street,
This section contains the old Borough Hall which should be demolished, Re-
veated requests to the Board of Estimate for assignment of this to the Park
Department have been refused

The reconstruction of Crotona Park reprosents a major effort in
in the park improvement field and when completed its results will be in-
creasingly appreciated as the new plant growth becomes established and the
various recreational facilities attain their full use.

All work was perfommed by the Work Projects Administration from
plans prepared by the Department of Parks., In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds

in the five boroughs; 38 of these have been reconstructed. At present there

are 435 playgrounds in the Park system.
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