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1942
A 3 acre Playground opened on north side of Shore Parkway
2 Reconstructed half acre playground in Middle Village, Queens, opened
3 Bids opened for construction of traffic divider on Interboro and Grand
Central Parkways
q Gracie Mangion to be permanent residence for Mayors
8 205 Park areas set aside for ice skating
® Admission to spectators at the City Building during free period for
the children will continue
7 Gracie Mansion being converted to residence for Mayor
8 New playground at York Avenue and East River Drive
| Contract to plant w st end of East River Park
10 Beginning of construction on Brooklyn and Queens Playgrounds
1+ Eight boxing exhibitions Feb. 20 - March 27
% "For Victory Ice Revue of 1942"
13 Fishing areas set asid@
14 Twin lion cubs born in Prospect Park
18 Donation of waterfront park by Dodge and Perkins families in Bronx
16 Boxing Exhibition
{7  Golf and tennis permits go on sale
18 Baby camel born in Central Park
19 Flounder fry deposited in Jamaica Bay
20 Work completed on reconstruction of Bensonhurst Park
‘#
29 New playground opened in Brooklyn
24 9 of the 10 municipal golf courses opened
28  New playground and field house completed in Brooklyn at Belt Parkway
and Dyker Beach Park Golf course
26 New playground at Third Avenue & from 34th to 35th Streets
27 Contracts to be let this spring for development of portion of Marine Park,
Brooklyn between Shore Parkway, Flatbush Ave and Rockaway Inlet
28 Boxing instructions and training announced for tournament leading to
city championships
29 Memorandum to Board of Estimate on reductions in 1942-43 Executive
Budget for Park Dept.
20 168 baseball dfamonds and 240 softball fields open April 18
3 five best one act plays to.be presented April 18 in Bronx
32 9 of the c¢ity's 10 golf courses opened since 4/4
3% Schedule of tournaments, contests, athletic meets and special events
announced for spring season
24 "Det Shows" to be conducted by playground children 4/25
35 Baby aoudad born Central Park Zoo, April 21
36 Bids opened on three contracts on development of sections of Flushing Mead-

ow Park,



-
.
-
LX)

1942 - page 2

4/27/42 B Preliminaries and quarter finals in boxing tournament

4/27 A Llama calf born Central Park Zoo 4/23

4/29 29 Long Island Park Commission, Jones Beach State Parkway Commission
et al working with army, navy and civil defense agencies on summer
use of public beaches

b/4 40 Increase in use of golf cours es since 1936

5/5 4) Ancther section of Gowanus improvement by Triborough Bridge Authority
5/ 42 Fishing from Steeplechase Pier, Coney Island regulations

5/10 4 Ice skating to be discontinued at Flushing Meadow Park May 10

5/18 4 Granite and bronze memorial to W. Arthur Cunningham completed

5/18 45 BSpecial arrangements for members of armed forces at public beaches
/21 46 Completion of reconstruction of Gracie Mansion

5/22 - 4} Novice Boxing Championship at Triborough Stadium May 22

5/25 a8 “Work completed on reconstruction of 6 and a half acre playground at
Gravesend Park

5/27 49 Novice Boxing Championship at Triborough Stadium, May 28

b/ 29 20 Opening of new diving pool at John Jay Swimming Pool at 78 Street and
Bast River

B/29 8l First Naumberg Concert of season on Central Park Mall, May 30

B/ 29 52 17 outdoor swimming pools open May 30

5/ 30 53 Department puppeteers to give shows in June to July 4

8/% 54 Letter of R. C. Geist to R. Moses and reply on use of bicycles on
parkways

6/3 &%  Japanese Building at Flushing Meadow Park to be razed. Reply
to group asking to be done promptly.

6/4 86 Tennis facilities available to armed forces

6/4 57 Baby seal born Central Park Zoo June 3. Also bison calf at Prospect
Park Zoo

6/5 88  Opening of 3 new playgrounds in Brooklyn

6/6 89 City Building at Filushing Meadow Paxk to be closed June 7

68/12 60 Tennis clinic at MullalyPark in Bronx, June 14

6/15 4} Concerts with dancing sponsored by Con Ed to start June 16

6/18 62 8:th annual American Ballad Contest for Barber Shop Quartets on the Mall,
Central Park, June 28

6/19 63  Oth Annual "Learn to Swim" Campaign to start June 20

6/27 9 Finals of city wide handball tournement for girls at North Meadow
Central Park 6/27

8/30 6% Mirst of series of stage and water shows at Flushing Meadow amphitheatre,
July 1
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53 62 17t The Department of Parks announces the first of s series
of stage and water shows to be held ét Flushing Mesdow Amphithestre in
Flushing Meadow Park on Wednesdsy evening, July 1, st 8:30.

The series of six shows presented last yesr drew ap-
proximately 40,000 speotators end proved so popular thet this year, in-
stead of the one show & week, two shows will be presented, one on
Wednesdey svening and eone on Priday evening.

Some of.the festures will be: exhibition diving, water
ballets, woll-paced veudeville revues, clown diving and the very
popular kiddie sters trained st the municipasl pools.

George Sterney snd his orchestrs will retumm this yesr
to fumish the musical background. One of the sttrections at ths
fmphitheetre this yesr will be Don Esstin, who will be featured at the
pisno.

The stage of the fmphithsatre has.been completely re~
decorated and the lighting has been rearranged to meet the dim-out
requiresments.

There will be 6,000 seats aveilable et 25¢ each, with
the sests in the reserved section priced st 356¢, tax included.

tmple parking spece is provided free of cherge.

&%
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The Department of Parks announces that the city-wide
finals of the Handball Touz.'nament » singles only, for girls 16 years
of age and over, will take nlace at North Meadow Playground, Cemt ral
Park, 110 Street and West Drive, on Saturday, June 27, at 2:00 PuM.

Several huncl:rad girls have participated in the nlayground
eliminations throughout the various borougha during the past thres
weeks, Xach borough will have one representative at the city |
championship.

Borough winnexrs will receive silver pins; eity-wide
winner_ will be ewarded a sweatshirt, with the Park Department

insignia, a sycamore leaf, on ibt.

9
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The Department of Parks ninth annual "Learn to Swim"
campaign will start on Jume 20 at all of the department's seven-
teen cutdoor swimming pools. Since the inception of this cam-
ralgn in 1934, over 100,000 boys and girls were taught to swim,

The rise in the number of children taugh® to swim in
the Park Department's pools, closely parallels the revort of
the American Red Cross Director of Water Safety which indicated
a steady decrsass in the nﬁmber of drownings in New York City
in the past few years.

Beginning June 20, the outdoor pocls under the depart-
ment's supervision will be open daily from 10 AJM, to 6 PMs A
free period for children fourteen years and under will be held
sach day from 10 A.M. to 12 noon and during this period classes
will be orgenized for begiﬁners. This free period will contime

'bhrpughout the entire summer.

©3
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The Department of Parks announces that the 8th Annual American
Ballad Contest for Barber Shop Qué.rtets will teke place on the Mall,
Certral Park, 71st Strest and Center Drive on Thursday, June i8, ab
8130 P. Mi In the event of fain thé contest will be held on Tuesday,
June 30, at the same time amd place.

As a special feature atiraction of this yearts program, there
will be a geparate division for Service Men's Q;.xérheta representing the
U. Ss Marines, the Merchant uarine Academy, Coast Guard, Coast Artillery,
Infantry and Anti-Aircraft Units.

Another highlight of the evening's entertaimment will be the
famous radio quartet, "The Southernaires®™, who will be on hand to en=
tertain the thouéa:ads of lovers of harmony by singing some of the popu-
lar southern melodiea:.

- The judges are composed of experts in the field of song, and
others who have gualified through past service. William C. Handy, com—
poser of the famous old song "St. louis Blusa™ and top tenor in & Barbex
Shop Quartet, which traveled throughout the country as part of a minstrel
show back in 1897, has consented to be one of the judgess His associates
at the judges' table will be Mayor LaGuardia, Governor Al &Smith, Park
Commisgioner Robert Moses, Geoffrey O'Hara snd Jack Norworth, song com-
posers, Gecrge E. Rea, Preosident of the Wew York Curb Exchange, James
¥. Evans, Director of Siate Parks, Paul Winsliow of the Taconic State
Park Commission, Frank ¥. Smith, retired Pregident of the Consolidated

' Edison Company,. Charles U. Powell, retired Engineer in Charge of Queens
Topographical Bureau, and harmonica virtuoso, and Dougias Paigoe

During the past two weeks, the preliminaries wore held in each
of the five ‘b oroughs. After listening to a remdition of such popular
Americen Ballads as: *Dear 0ld Giri¥, *Let Me Cell You Swsetheart™,
"Take Me Out to the Bail Game®, "Mandy lee", "lankes Doodle Dandy™,
and other songs made femous by the hamonizers of the old tonsorial
parlors in the eariy paxt of the present century, the judges of the
respective borough contests decided that 13 gquarteta qualified forx

the city-wide finals on June 18 besides the 6 quartets representing

2



the amed fortes. The selection was prodicated on a comprehez;sive

variety of factors inecluding rhythm, intonation, tone guality, dic-

| tion, precision, dynamics, voice Blending, harmonic origineili‘by,

phrasing, costune and stage presence.

The 13 groups of civilian ballédeer.s are composed of men
arawn f.rom'every walk of life embiracing cammercial, :Lndusfrial,
secial and civie organizations.

The *St. Mary's Horseshoers® quartetl, which won the cham=
pionship in one of the previous contests, will be there to retrieve
th_B erown of hamony. In addition, we will have such quartets as
*The Paramount Four®, _"Glub Hammony", "The Ridgewood Clippers®™ and
*The Four Overtones™,

Each quartet will be pexmitted to sing twe numbers, both
of which shall not exceed eight minutes duration;

Appropriate prizes will be awerded $o each member of the

quartets, in both the civilian and service men's division, which

attain first, second and third places.

Music for the evening's entertainment will be furnished
by both the Park Department Bend and the Us Se Goast Guard 17~piece
orchestra, under the lesdsrship of Thomas Maclauren, with Dick
J'udgé, the orchestra’s vocalist, wh.o wes formerly associabed with
the famous neme bands of Teddy Powell and Richard Himber.

_The public address system will be sﬁpplied by . the Muni-
¢ipal Broadeasting St_at.ion WNYC. Tfa.rious portions of the program
will be hroadcast accbrding to the following time_ schedulse}l

.WNYC ~ 9:15-9145 P.Me

WEVD =103100~10330 Pl

FEEE

-~
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31§ § 3 Coast Artillery, Anti-Aircraft, Pt. Totten, Queens (left to right)

Privates: John King, Willard Gould, Arlee Fee, Robert Addeo

< | § ¥ Morchant Marine Academy, Ft. Schuyler, Bronx {left to right)
Cadets: C. B, Steel, B. D. Bishop, AT« Fhilpotts, 8. M. Moodie

CURW R |
Ridgewood Clippers, Queena {left to right) .
Vincent DeMorinis, Jobn He Redderson, Charles J. Redderson, Otto Bauer

A5k (U,. 8. Marines, Navy Yard, Brooklyn {left to right)

Brt, William Cummings, Sgt. Frank Lassor, Sgt. Frenk Erwin,
Pvt, F.C. Harry Hancher

? '5{%72 Infentry, First Battalion, Brooklyn (left to right)
Pvt, 8ylvester, 5/Sgt. Thomas Gill, Pvi.F.Ce Toussiant Ayers,
Sgte George Millerx

2 ’S 'Zaimount Pour, Bronx (left to right)

Johnny Sicignana, Jimmy Sicignena, Al Sicignane, Phil Abramson

) . .
o) | SBgoklyn Qdeft to right) Raymond LePrelle, Lloyd Vittory,
William LaPrella, Albert LaPrelle(Guitar)

SNy

Club Barmony, Bronx (left to right) Joe SBpielman,
Walter Morris, Dick Dewhurst, Bill Ruddy

QI85E/

St. Mary's Horseshoers, Bronz (left to right)
Frank Maier, leo Lecomte, Fred Moynihan, Frank Miller

[O |

A / 6 Bay Shore Home Towners, Manhatten (left to right)
Frod Timinella, Marty Kletcka, Anthony ’Catalanotto,
Gordon Taylor
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‘ The Park Department{ ennounces a series of concerts with dencing in
the various parks throughout the citys This series will be given by the
Consolidated Bdison Company and the public will be admitted without cherges
' The series will be inaugurated Tuesdsy, June 16, at the Mall in Cen-

tral Park by Raymond Scott and his orchestra. The last concert will be héld
- September 7, Large open dance areas will be surrounded by bléachars for those
who .oame to hear the music snd wateh the dencings  Following ie the achedule .
© for June: _
Jung 19 =~ M:Ltchell Ayras, Colonial Park, 153 Street & Bradhtn'st
Avenue, Manhatten
June 22 - Cab Calloway, Prospect Park, 11 Street & Frospect -
- Park West, Brooklyn
June 25 - Mitchell Ayres, The Mall, Central Park, Manhattan
June 26 - lou Bresse, Prospect Park, 11 Street & Proapect
Park West, Brooklyn
Starting June 30 these concerts and dances will be run Pive nights
a week from 8:30 to 103130 P.M. in various parks throughout the city. Two
nights ‘per week the ‘program will be broadcast by Station WYC. In e'ach-caé.e )
proviajon will be made for dencers and spectators. Before the season is over
tha public will have.a.n opportunity o heer such bands as Benny Goodinan,_ Glemz
Miller, Cab Calloway, Clyde Lucas, Ray Kimney, J’immy Dorsey, Charlie Spivak,

Cloude ‘Ihomhill and othierse
Following is a list of the parks where these events w:l.ll take place !

du.ring the summer:

In Manhattan: Central, Colonial, Eas‘b River, Hudson, chelsea and
- Bighbridge

tn Brooklyn: Prospect, McCarren, City, Bushwick, Leiv Eiriksaon,
Betsy Head, Iincoln Texrace and Avenus P playground

In Queens: Woodside, Fomat and Jackson Heighta

In the Bronx: St. Mary's, Crotona, Mullsly and Wa.lliamsbridge
Playground .and the playground at Watson, Gleason -
and Noble Avenues

The final schedule of dates for these locations will be announced.
laters ' : | * o K . - ) -
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The Eastern Lawn Tennis Aséocihtion'in oooparaiion with thé
Department of Parks wi 1l present a clinic on tennis gf_Mullaly Park,
Eest 164 Street and Jorome Avenue, Bronx, on Sunday, June 14, at 10 a.m.

Eleanor TSPnant is a naticnally known tennis coach whe
coached Alice Marble, Gens Marko and Wembly Van Horn from Celifornia

public parks!players to natiomsl and international titles. "Teach"

. a3 she 1s known to recquet wielders from coast to Qoaét,‘has been
eonducting.similgr clinies . throughout the ocountry for the past qoupiﬁ
of years, assisted by nationaily ¥nown stars.

The eiinic will consist of & metch betwsen Frank Shiel@s, 8,

;- . ranking American tennls star end Ladislaw Heoht, former member of the

Czechoslovakian Davis Cup Squad. A%t the completion of the matoh, Shields
and Hecht will pair off with two local players for a doubles match,

Miss Tennent will call for volunteers from her audience and
enalyze their geme. There will be no admission charge aﬁd room ﬂor
ovér_500 spéctators has been provided.

This Friday evening “Sforts for New Yorkers" your park pré-
grom on WNYC from 6 to 6:30 p.m., will have as their guests Miss Tennant,
Alioe Merble, Frank Shields; Ladislaw Hecht and Pave Eisenberg, sports
writer for the Journal Americsn, in a around table discussion on "Tennis

for Al1%,

dkk  RACE MK (E& )
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The Departﬁént of Parks announces that after
the evening session on Sunday, June 7, at the New York City
Building, Flushing Meadow Park, Queens, the roller sketing
rink will be closed for the summer seasolle
Since the combined ice and roller skating rinks
. - were opened on September 14, 1941, 300,000 people have
‘ . aveiled themselves of these facilities. During the free
periods each Saturday morming, 35,000 children attended
the sessions.
The poller rink will re-open early in September

and the ice rink in Ochtober.
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BL 98~106 Logation plan for all 3 playgrounds
' The Department of Parks snnounces the completion and o;;enmg to the
publa.é on June 5 of three new playgrounda in Brooklyn.

BL 98-10% - At _2nd Avenue from 58 S‘b};eet to0 56 Street, the Triborough Bridge Au~

thority, in conhection wijh the Gowanus Parkway deve lopment acquired the property
in order %o provide more adequate and modern neighborhood recrestional facilities.
Several th:':'ee and four_ story residenceas were demolished to maloa room for the new
addition which extends to 55 Street. . | | ;

The new play area of about one acre contains the following equipment
groupad in fénce enclosed subdivisions: combination wading poel and volley ball
court, brick cdﬁxfort station, irrigated sand pit, kindo’rgarten slides, swings and
seosaws, slides and pipe frame exercise wnit, combination besketball and vollasy
ball court, roller skating area and hardball courts. |

The i.mprovja’ment aleu; includos a fiagpola, drainsge, irrigation, park -

. 1igh%ing, b_enches and trec plant ing.

m:f-?& At _Shoro Parlway, Bast 12 Stroot, William Court and Homoci»eﬁ Avenuo,

: the new two acre playground was acquired by condommation for recrsational PUTDCse s
in the proceedings for the acquisition of the Belt Parkway right-—o'f-fvéay. A con-
siderable smount of side~slope £ill and 350 lineal feet of retaining wall at the
southwest comarl of the plot ';vas required for the bridge approach and to pemit
pedes‘bfi_&n connéctions between the playsround marginal walls and the varkway path
gystao.

The playgrdund congiats of _thr_ee main sections with subdivisions bor-

‘dered by chain link fence, block~surfaced panels, benches and trees. The north
section, approximately 200 feet square contains: a‘.brick comfort station, .a’con-

- crete wading pool, kindergarten apparatué, an irrigated send pit, apparatus for

older children, and four cdncrete surfaced handball courtse - 5 8

£ W i '\."5\
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’I‘he‘ central, asphalt. surfaced section contains a basketball courd
with removable goal posts to permit roller and ice skating, The area haé been
graded to 8 low cemtral point to facilitate flooding and drainage.

Thé south section, extending to the parkway, is also asphalt surfaced
and is laid out as a softball diamond. ‘

BL 157-105 At Avenue 8 from East l_§ to Bast 17 St_rLeelt‘.s_, an unused portion of

#R1529 _ _
21530 Water Supply, Gas and Electricity property, was acguired by transfer in 1937 for

rsecreation purposes, Here the area has been developed entirely for child;'en and
provided with a comfort station, wading pool, sand pit, kindergerten play 5?* |
paratus, swings and slides; for older childreﬁ: volley ball courts and a roller
.skating rinke

Because 218 temporary playgrouﬁd directors, 185 assistant gérdeners
and 90 temporary atiendants who are nomally hired every year to handle addi-
tional summer usage of playzrounds, parks and beaches have .not been provided
for in the buc‘.‘tge;b these areas will be opened only from 10 AM. to 7300 PuM. The
personnel to man these areas will be drawn from Prospcct Perk Perade Grounds y
Owl's Hoad Park, Lincoln Terrace Park Playground, Kelly Memorial Field Playground,
Dyker Beach Playground and the playground at Avenus .I. and East 18 S‘tr;et, there>y
causing_ a curtailment of the operating hours of these older playgrounds. They
will now operate from 8 AM. to 8 P.i.

The work was performed by the Work Projects Adminigtration fram plans
prepared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds iﬁ the
five borbughs, 65 of which have been reconstructed. There are now with these

three additions 471 playgrounds in the park systeme
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 The Department of Parks announces the birth of a
baby seal in the Central Park Zoo and a bison calf in the
Prospect Park Zoo. Both wsre born on June 3rd.

The pup seal, weighing temn pounds, is the offspring
of Barker, the father, now deceased, and Flappy, the mother of
four other additions to the Zoo since 19384 |

The bison calf weighing forty-five pounds is the
daughter of the .:E‘ather, Nickel, and the mother, Nicolette,
both of which were born in the Central Park Zoo. This is
{:he first bison calf to be brought into the world in thé

Prospect Park Zoos

TERE

Press photographs may bo taken at any time.
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City tennis facilities available to members of the

Army, Navy and Marine Corps in uniform

Special arrengements have been made by the New York City Park De-
rartment for the uee of public temnis courts by soldiers, sailors and marines
in uniform free of charge from Mondsy until Fridey inclusive excopt on holidays.
Tennis courts are located at

Manhat tan:
Central Park-93rd Street and West Drive
Eagt River Park-Rivington Strest, Stanton & East River Drive
63rd Street and York Avenue
Hearlem Housing Playground-150th Street & Seventh Avenus
Randall's Ialand-Bast of Triborough Stadium
M. Washington Park, West 172nd Street & Riverside Drive
Riverside Park, West 161lat Street & Riverside Drive
Inwood Hill Park~207th Street & Seaman Avenue

Brooklyn:
Coney Island-Neptune Avenue & West 25th Street
Fort Green-DeEalb Avenue & Washington Park
Gravesend-56th Street & 18th Avenue
Kslly Memorial-Avenue 8 & HEast l4th Street
Liev Eiriksson-66th Street & 7th Avenue
Lincoln Terrace-Bastern Parlway & Buffalo Avenue
MeCarren~-Iorimer Street & Driggs Avenue
MeKinley-~-75th Strest & 7th Avenue
Marine Park-Fillmore Avenue & Marvine Parkway
Progpect Park-Prospect Park West & 9th Strset
Red Hook-Columbia & Halleck Streets
Sunget-5th Avenue & 43rd Street

Bronxt
Bronx Park-Brady Avenue & Bronx Park East
Crotona Park-Bast 173rd Strest & Crotona Avenuve
Mullaly Park-East 164th Street & Jerome Avenue
Polham Bay Park-Rice Stadium
St James Park-Bast 193rd Street & Jeroms Avenue
S5t, Mary's Park-Bast 146th Street & Trinity Avenue
Van Cortlandt Park Bast-233%rd Street & Jerome Avenue
Van Cortlandt Park-242nd Street & Broadway
Williamsbridge Oval-Bainbridge Avenus & 208th Street

Queens:
Alley Pond-Grand Central Parkway, Winchester Boulevard
Astoria Park-25th Avenue & 2lst Avenue, Astoria
Baisglsy Park-155th Street & 118th Avenue
Brookville-Brookville Boulevard & South Conduit Highway, Rosedale
Crocheron-East of 215th Place & South of 33rd Avenue, Bayside
Cunningham-Union Turnpike, North of 193rd Street, Jeamaica
Flughing Memorial-150th Street & Bayside Avenue, Flushing
Forest Park-Park Lane South & 89th Street, Woodhaven
Highland-Jamaica Avenue & Cleveland Street Ridgewood
Howard Beach-Nolan & Thetford Avenuss
Kissena-Rose 8treet & Oak Avenue, Flushing
Liberty Park~172nd Street & Liberty Avenue, Jemaica
Wayanda-Hollis Avenue & Springfield Boulevard, Hollis
BEquity Playground-89th Avenue & 90th Street, Woodhaven

Richmond s
Walker Park-Bard Avenus, Delafield Place, Devis Avenue
Silver Lake-Hart Boulevard, Silver Lake Park
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The super—heated roup around Flughling Meadow Park needn't worry
about the demolition of the Japanese Bullding. The Park Department
announced long ago that thls was scheduled. B8Salvageable material from
the lnterior was teken out during the winter. The interior wiil be
torn down as soon as the necessary men and equipment are available.
Birch wood from the paneling has already been used in repairing many of
the slides and 6ther pleces of playground equipment throughout the city.

- Plumbing, electrical and ventllating equipment have been salvaged and
much of.it ig in use at various places througheout the city. The thin
brass trimming below the eaves was salvaged during the winter and
turned over with other scrap to the Department of Purchase. It has
undoubtedly been sold by thls time. What socalled local clvic workers
call %a mohument to a treacherocus enemy" is a hollow shell.

The Department hasg just one crane which must do all our work

in all five boroughs. During the spring 1t hag been in use salvaging
top solil for the restoration of lawn areas and other planting and dig-
ging clay for tennls courts and playgrounds throughout the clty. As
soon ‘ag this can be spared and the necéssary Park Department men can
be released from the rush of spring work, the shell of the Japanesge
building will be demolished and remaining salvageable material will be
put to good use in the department, or turned over to the Department of

Purchase.

- For many years before last December 7, the Japaneseloonsistently
pufchased gserap metal from the United HStates and made use of much of

our waste material. We have taken a leaf out of their book.
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May 28, 1942

Mr. R. C. Geist

Secretary, College Cycle -Club
260 West 260th Street

New York City

Dear Sir:

I have your letter of M

on.aide with safety. There would be no point in
opening up the boardwalk at Joneas Beach for bicycling when,
to reach it, the bieyclists would have to ride at lsast five

and a half miles. We believe that a person riding a bicyels

to Jones Beach is using the bicycle first as a means of trans-
portation, and that when he gets to Jones Beach he is interested
in sume other form of activity for recreation.

As to the Bronx River Parkway, we camnot agree to
open any portion of it to bicyeling at any time. It is narrow,
winding, and traffic has not yet dropped to the point where
bicyeling would be safe.

A
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Mr. R. C. Geist S ' May 28, 1942

As to Pelham Parkwey, the service roads have always
been available to bicyclists, snd bieyclists have glways besh
permitted to continus on EBastern Boulevard and the roads in
Polham Bay Park to both City Island and Orchard Beech. At
Orchard Beach we have maintained parking racks for bicyclist

: for saveral ysars,
! ”

We recognize that as the use of automoblles betomes
lesa and less, due to the effects of rationing and deterioration,
the use of bicycles will probably increase in proportion. As :
the preponderance of use change® from one to the other, regula-
tions governing tHe use of parkways and related facilities will
of necessity have to be adjusted to meet the demand. '

Very truly yours,

/ s/ ROBERT MOSES ¥

Goﬁznissioner
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| GOLLEGE CYCLZ CIUB | |
¢ 260 WESP 260TH STREET

-+ NEW YORX CITY | ._

May 23rd, 1942
Park Cdmissionér Robert Moses
The Arsenal
Centiral Park . _ -
New York _ -

Dear Commissioner:

Now that the &ﬁdw auto treffic hga grea‘ﬁly decreaséﬁ.
on the parkways would it be Iraosaible to changs the highway r_egula‘bions .
.and permit bicycles to use at ;eaat one par]ma;r in ea.c_h berough on
Sundays for exercise? . |

o You have provided Brooklyn and Queens with adeguate

bicycle paths but Manhattan and the Bronx have pract iqé.lly nothing in
the way of a long path, Manhatten has the mile -path. in_. Céntral Park.
The Brbnx-riders have been deprived of the aqusduct path due to war
conditions. |

May I therefore suggest thati-

1. All gide paths on Long Island and New York C:Lty parkways be onened
to oycliasts at all times

2 'I'he Jones Beach Gauseway ba oFened to cyclisgts o

3e "I'hat eycling be pennitted on the boardwalk at Jone a3 Beach each
Sat}miay and Sunday u.nl'hll noon

g A ST

F !m‘:’.“qi;‘_l&"ix.:\g& . . ,_:p-u—'-aa%fm.-m

4. Bronx Rivex' parkwsy bve opened to cyclists, at least one lane on:
each side :

5, Pelham Parkway to City Island be opened to cyclists.
| | May I please Ihear fI.'c.m. yous
Vory truly yours,
/s/ Re C. GEIST
Secretary

P.S. Many of the highways in and around New York were bullt with funds
contributed by the old League of American Wheelmes back in 1890,
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The Department of Parks snnounces that the Park Department puppeteers
will give a series of open air puppet and merionette shbws including "Peter and
the Pirates" and "Jack and the Beanstalk®, {daily except Sunday)}, during the
month of June to July 4£h, inclusive, in various Park playgrounde throughout the
five boroughs from a trailer stage especially constructed in the depar‘omeﬁt‘s
work shop.
The first showinz will ba made beginningz Monday, June lst, at Jay Hooq
Wrizht Playground, 175 Streset snd Fort #ashinzton hﬁenue, Menhattan, at 11:00 a.m.'
.

-

Y

and 3:30 p.m.
"Pater and the Pirstes® csnsists of three acts lasting for soproximetely
45 minutes, while "Jack and the Beanstalk™ consists of three acts and lests

about 80 minutes. Both shows will be. given at each of the morning and afternoon

b -

performances.
The shows will conbtinue to.be presented at the various boroughs accord-
ing to the attached schedule:

Manhattan - June 1 to 6 inclusive

Bronx - June 8 to 13 "
Brooklyn =~ June 15 to 20 "

Quaens

+

June 22 %o 27 _“

1

Richmond June 29 to July 4 inclusive

For the past three months recreation pers;nnel, charged with the re-~
sponsibility of putting on the shows, hive been attendlng regular rehesraals,
where they practiced the variocus apeakingvparts paculiar to the characters of -
both plays. Besides voice oultivation, they have developed the faculty of

timely snd skillful manipulation of the suspended figures. €i53'



Preliminary to all these dramatic preparations, this group had
the added burden of revising the original fairy tale texts, suitable only
for reading, so.as to ma%e them adaptable to a puppet theatre, as well es
acting in the capacity of eraftsmen by ecarving, meolding, painting and
costuming the varioué figures to a likeness becominy its particular part
in the drema.

The trailer stage, is 11 feet 10 inches high, 8 feet 6 inches
wide, apd 14 feet 4 inches long. It is equipped witﬁ electrical wires,
lighting fixtures, emplifiers, qolored gsesnery, storage room and an
overhead horizontal platform for the puppeteers. LEvery contrivance,
necessary for a first class puppet .and marionette theatre has been pro-
vided for.

On the exterior of the stage, characters and objeets, familiar
to every resder of Grimm's Fairy Tales, are nainted in variegated colors.
Lenéthwise, on the face of one side, and to the fight, the design portrays
the Ginger Bread House, and Hansel and Gretel in a woodland scene; and to
the lsft,Jeck and the Beanstalk, and Humpty-Dumpty; on the reverse side,
Snow White, Little Bo Peep, and Little Red Riding Hood. On ths front
panel, there is depicted a performing seal end clown; while the rear panel
containg a representation of the Three Bears and the Grandmother's House

of Little Red Riding Hood.

kpk kEkE Kkk



MANHATTAN

BRONX

BROOKLYN

QUEENS

RICIRIOND
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CITY OF NEW YORK
TEPARTMENT OF PARKS

SCHEDULE OF TRAILER MARIONETTE THEATRE

June 1942

"PETER AND TiE PIRATASY & "JACK AND ToE BEAN STALK"

Mondéy
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Saturday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday |

Saturday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

Saturday
Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Saturdsy

" Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Saturday

June
June
June
June
June

June

June
June
June
June
June

June

June
-~ June
June
June

June

June
June

June
June
June
Juns
June

June

Tuly
July
July

July

N
2

3

10
il

12

13

15
16

17

18

19

20
22

23
24
25
26
a7

29

30

Jay Hood Wright Playsround 11
1?5 St. & Ft. Washington Ave.

Kelly Playground 11
17 Street near 8 Avenue

Riverside, 148 Street Park 11

Mt. Morris Bast, 11
120 Street & Madison Avenue

Heckscher Playground 11

65 Street & Central Park

Columbus Park : 11
Baxter & Jorth Streets

Watson,Gleason & Noble Avenues 11
Playground

Viaterbury, Edison, Bradford & 11
LaSalle Aves. Playground

S5t. Mary's East Playground 11
146 Street & Trinity Ave

Crotona Park, Playground # 9 11
Crotona Park So. & Clinton Ave.

Van Cortlandt Stadium 11

240 Street & Broadway
Claremont Park North Playground 11
_Teller & Yt . Eden Avenues

Red Hook Playground

Clinton, Bay & Henry Streets
McCarren Playground

Driggs & Lorimer Avenues
Bushwick Playground

Putnam & Knickerbockexr Lves.
New Lots Playground

Riverdale Avenue & Sackman Streei

- Kelly Memorial Playground

Avenue 5 & Fast 14 Street
Sunset Playground, 6 Ave. & 44 St, ll
Maurice Playground, Maurice, 11
Borden & 54 Aves.,, Maspeth
Playground at Broadway & %S St.,
Jackson Heights
Crocheron Park 11
35 Ave. & 214 Place
Forest Park Music Grove
Main Drive & Woodhaven Blvd.
Liverty Park Playground 11
173 Street & Liberty Ave.
Cunningham Park, Grand Central 11
Pkwy., 193 St., Hollia
Levy Playground, Port Richmond

Westerleigh Park, Willard &
Main Avenues, Westerlsigh
Lincoln Avenue Playground,
Midland Besach
Clove Lakes Park, Victory Blvd, &
Clove Road, West Brighton
Silver lake Softball Field
New Brighton

a0l

8.0l

4.0,

.0

& o0l

Al

a0l

a.Ji.

A.0.

8 .M.

a,M,.

3:30 p.m
3:30 p.m
3:30 p,in
3:30 p.m
3:30 p-m

:3: 30 p P 3

3:30 p.m
3:30 p.n

2350 oW

L&)
]
=N

o
|
o
L]
=

3:30 p.m.

3%30 Puil.

3:30 p.m.

3:30 p.m.

3130 peitis

a.n. - 3:30 p.o
Aedle = 3:30 p.n

B3:30 pale:  teu

S.illy = 5:30 p.l

3:30;?.31. e

8. - 3:30 pa

Ak ~ 3:30 B

3130 pait.

3150 p.m.

3:3Q Pallls

3130 Pallls

3:30 pilte

e

3

_ -4
Schmul Playground, Wilde Avenue 11 a.m, « 3:% pu

Travis
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The Department of Parks announces the opening of the seventeen outdoor
swinming pocls on Memerial Day, May 30, 1942, at 10 AM, The pools are located

as follows:

Menhatten: Hamilton Fish Pool ~East Houston and Pitt Streets
Colonial Pool ~-Bradhurst Ave., West 145 to 147 Streets
Highbridge Pool _ wimgterdam Avenue and 173 Street
Thomas Jefferson Pool =111 to 114 Streets and First Avenue
-23rd Street Pool ~23 Street and East River Drive
Carmine Street Pool ~Clarkson Strest and Seventh Avenus
60th Street Pool ~60 3t. betwesn Amsterdam Ave, & 11 Avenue
John Jay Pool ~78 Street and Baat River Drive
Brooklyn: Sunset Pool -7 Avenue and 43 Street
McCarren Pool ~Driggs Avenue and Lorimer Street
Red Hook Pool ~Clinton, Bay and Henry Streets
Betay Head Pocl ~Hopkinson, Dumont and Livonia Avenues
Bronx: Crotona Pool - -173 Street and Fulton Avenue
Queens: Agtoria Pool ~19 Street and 23 Avenue
. Flusghing Meadow Amphitheatre~Flushing Meadow Park
Richmond:  Faber Pool _ ~Richmond Terrace at Faber Street
' Tompkinsville Pool ~Victory Boulevard between Bay Street

_ and Murray Hulbert Avenue

From May 30 to June 19 the pools will be open for week;-ends only and
from June 20 until the end of the season they will be open daily with the follcow-
ing operating schedule: On week days and Saturdeys from 10 AM, to 12:30 P.M. |
there will be a free period for children under l4 years of age, during which hours
no adults will be admitted %o th.e pool area. After 1 P.M: on week deys and all
day Sundays and helideys there will be a 9¢ charge for children under 12 yeard of
age and a 255# cherge for older children and edulta. | |

Groups in swimming, diving, contests and water shows will be organized
at ail pools. Clagsesg in life saving and first aid will also ﬁe included in the
Aquatic Program in addition to t'he yearly Ylearn to Swin" campaign which will

gtart on June 20, - 52



”?’ Orchard Beach, Pelham Bay Park in the Bronx, Jacob Riis Park Beach and
Rockaway Beach in the Rockaway Peninsﬁlaﬁ, Queens, Coney Island Beach, Brooklyn,
and SoutheBeach and Wolfe's Pond Park in Staten Island will also open for bathers
on Memorial Day, May 3C, Bathhouse accommodations are available at Jacob Riis
Park and.Orchard Beach.

A% Orchard Besach there is a total of 7796 lockers for bathhouse patrons
and parking space is provided for 6,000 cars. At Jacob Riis Park the bathhouse ac-
commodates 10,000 people and the parking space 14,000 cars. Parking at both beaches
will be 25¢_per car, bathhouse fess 15¢ for children's lockers and 25¢ for adult
lockers, Dressing rooms are available at Jacob Riis Park for a fee of 50¢ per pér-
son. Recreational areas at Jacob Riis Park and Orchard Beach providing shuffle
board, paddle tennis and handball are availeble to the publice. The charge for thé
uge of these facilities will be 10¢ per person, per half hour.

Besides these games aress at Jacob Riisg Park there is also an eighteen
hole piteh and putt golf course. A charge of 50¢ is made for each round of golf,
which includes clubs. A 50¢ deposit ig required on golf balls. In addition to
these games areas, 2 special schedule of events is plannsd for Jacob Riis Park;
there will be calisthenics on the bsach each day at 2 P.M.; each Wednesday, begin-
ning July 1, will be Children's Day; races, countests and games will be staged in
the cutfield of the softball area. These special activities are free and patrons
0of the beach are invited to join in the fun. Similar activities have been
scheduled for Orchard Beach.

Beginning Monday, June 15, at Jacob Riis Park, there will be twilight
softball games every week day except Saturday, the games starting at 6:130. On
Saturdsys and Sundaeys a single game will be played starting at 2:30 P.M. Two

leagues have been formed and spectators are sure of fast, interesting softball.
Bleachers have been provided for 1,000 persons.

Beach chairs and umbrellas may be rented at Orchard Beach and JTaecob Riis
Peark ﬁt a nominal charge and beach shops are provided where bathing accessories

can be purchased,
% ¥ ok
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The Park Department announces that the first Neumburg
Concert of the season will be held on the Mall, Central Park, on
Saturday, May 30, at 8:15 P, M,

The orchestra will be under the direction of Max Rudolf.
The soleist, a soprano, ‘will be Cleonice Montvare, whoe will sing
an aria from Il Trovatore, "Tacea la notte" and a Strauss Waltz
"Roses from the South".

This concert series is contributed by Mr. Walter W.
Naumburg end Mr. George W. Naumburg in' memory of their father,
Elkan Neumburg, who donated the bandstand on the Mall in Centrél
Park,

The Neumburg Concerts for the season aré Memorial Day,
May 30; Independence Day, July 4; July 31 and Labor Day,

September 7.

5]
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The Department of Parks announces that on Friday, May 29, a{; 4 P.M,
the new diving pool at the John Jay Swimming Pool at 78 Street and the East
River Drive, 'Manhattan, wlll be officially opened. |

The Hon. Irving .V. As Huie, Work Projects Administratof for the City
of New York and the Hon. Fiorello H. LaGuardia, Mayor of the City of New Yoxk
will speak. The Hon. Robert Moses, Commissioner of Parks, will act as chair-
‘man., Following the speeches there will be an aquatic show.

John Jay Park, one of thle older City parks, located bebween East 76
and Fast '?8 Streets, adjacent to and overlooking the East River Drive, has been
entirely reconstructed,

The new diving pool was built adjacent %o the swimming pool, thus re~
;Liaving gome of the congestion which has existed in this suwell pool. The con~
cession building has been relocated and a completely equipped playground re-
places the previous inadequate facilities. The southerly half of thé é.rea has
been paved but will continue as an open area for court games. A portion of
Cherokes Place has been closed so that the exisbing old bath building now lo-
cated at the northwest corﬂer of Cherokee Place and 76 Street is tisd into |
J'ohn Jay Park. _ Alteration plems have been completed for this gtructure pro-
viding a recrsation room, gymnasium and auditorium buf delivery of materials
held up because of priorities has delayed completion of the worke

Numerous benches have been installed under existing shade ‘treés and
additional tx:ees havé ‘been planted. Concrete bleachers have bsen yrovided
around the pool.

The work was performed by the Work Projects Administration from plans
prepared by the Department of Parks, In 193& there were 119 playgrounds in the
five boroughs, 65 of which have been reconstructed., There are now 468 plﬁy«-

grounds in the park system, . ' 50
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The Department of Parks announces that the first Novice Boxing Champicn-
ships, under the auspices of the Park Department, will taeke place at the Tri-
borough Stadium, Randall's Island, Manhattan, on Thursday, May 28, at 8 P.M. Ad-
migsion ias .free.

These championships were originally scheduled for Friday, May 22, but
were postponed because of rain.

All tl;te boxers, who will take part in the bouts next Thursday evening,
are novices. They have trained at Park Department boxing centers, under the
supervisidn of park personnel, and have survived the eliminations of a city-wide
tournament, just completed, |

The standard weight clagsifications will be contested, ranging from
featherweight to heavywsisght., Competitors have been further classified into twe
age groups: Junior (16 to 18 years); Senior {18 years and over).

‘J'udges are Henry Young, Metropolitan Ass'n, A.A.U., and Fred Delaney,
Flushing Y.M.C.A., Prizes have been donated by Bernard Gimbel. A point trophy,
donated by Edward F. Wagner, will be awarded to the boxing center whose represen-
tatives score the greatest number of points. |

The National Anthem will be sung by Roberta Keene Hunt, of Amrica's Good
Will Union, and the Color Guard will be provided by the Boy Scouts of America,
Music will be rendered by the Park Department Bande

The names of the competitors, together with the Park Department centers

they will represent, follow:
JUNICR DIVISION

112 1b. claas
Dominick Miceli, Crotona Play Center,~ Bronx
William Richardson, Colonial Play Center - Manhattan

118 1b., class
Salvatore Giordeno, Crotonas Play Center - Bronx
Gerald DeRosa, Cromwell Play Center - Richmond

126 1b. class
Iso Milito, West 28 Street Gymnasium - Manhattan
John Peden, McCarren Play Center - Brooklyn

135 1lb, ciass
Abraham Hirsgch, Orotona Play Center - Bronx
Cyril Dixon, Cromwell Play Center - Richmond

147 1v, class
Richard Fuxjazas, Astoria Play Center - Queens
Williem Hasmpton, Colonial Play Center - Manhattan

160 1b, classg
Buddy Sorensen, Crotona Play Center - Bronx
Roy Spangler, Cromwell Play Center ~ Richmond

o 175 lb, class
Erick Schauer, East 54 Street Gymnasium ~ Manhattan :
Jerry logen, Crotona Play Center - Bronx



® <

SENIOR DIVISION

118 1b, class
Thomas McGuinnsss, Crotona Play Center - Bronx
Hayward Chisholm, Colonial Play Center - Manhatten

126 1h, class _
Arnold Gee, Cromwell Play Center ~ Richmond
Percy Hampton, Colonial Play Center - Manhattan

138 1b, class
Leo Matalon, Crotona Play Center - Bronx
Anthony Conenno, Thomas Jefferson Play Center - Manhattan

147 1b, class
John Farina, Cromwell Play Center - Richmond
Sam Brown, West 28 Street Gymnasium - Manhatian

160 lb. class
Donald Braithwaite, Colonial Play Center - Manhattan
Vincent Yacopola, bstoria Play Center - Queens

175 1b. class _
James McGuire, EBast 54 Street Gymmasium - Manhattan
Vincent Miller, lMcCarren Play Center - Brooklyn

Heavyweight Clagg )
Joseph Byrnes, Bast 54 Street Gymmasium - Manhattan -
Cavaignac Augusgtin, Colonial Play Center - Manhattan

Randallts Island can be reached by the pedestrian walk across the Tri-
borough Bridge or by Bus.

From Mephattan: Bus at 125 Street and Lexington Avenue - fare 5¢

From Bronx: Bus terminal at 134 Street and Cypress Avenue - fare 5¢

From Queens: Bus teminal at 31 Street and Astoria Blvd. - fare 10¢

Parking is free on Randall's Island. There are accommodations for

5,000 cars,
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The Department of Parks ennounsces the completion of work in connection

with the reconstruction of the 6% acre playground at Gravesend Park located west
of 18 Avenue, betwsen 55 and 56 Streets, Brooklyn. This will be opened from 9 a.m.
to 8 p.m. daily. |

The old play facilities whioch were located in four fence enclosed units
-had become worn and unserviceable. The apperatus area divided into two sections
contained & central brick comfort station and typical pieces of apparatus which
were widely spaced around the bordsr of a gravel surfaced combinetion free play
area and basketball court. Two handball courts with ancient wooden backétops and
a gravel surfaced bassball fisld without backstops were located in the adjacent
central area., The south end of the field was provided with eight poorly surfaced
olay tennis oourts.

The new development permits greater utilization of space by segregation

of smaller compsct use areas equipped with increased facilities.

A central tree shaded bench lined mall extends from the main park gete
to the existing comfort station which has been given a new setting of tlook pav-
ing, trees and o flagpole. On both sides of the mall two main fence enclosed
sections, epproximately 1 acre each, are subdivided into various use areas, Al-
tefnate benches and trees are spaced in a five foot block? paved border extending
along the inside of the fence enclosure.

The folléwing items are contained in these units:

Combination roller snd ice skating rink
"B shuffleboard end 2 handball courts

Wading pool with senitary foot beth

Play swings

1 pipe frame exercise unit

2 play slides

Horizontal ledder, horiszontal bars and perallel bars
Combinetion irrigated send pilt and sitting erea

8 kindergarten seesaws '

2 kindergerten slides

Eindergarten swings _

Two softball dismonds with hooded backstops have{baen provided in sn
adjacent two eore aaphelt surfaced enclosurs with entrances from the oomforﬁ sta-
tion plaza. The tennis courts remain within the same enclosure but have been
resurfaced.

The work was performed by the Work Projects Administration from plans
propared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 there were 118 playgrounds in the

five boroughs, 64 of which have heen reconstrusted. There are now 468 pley-
—— . e

grounds in the park system. ' _ : 48 )
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The Department of Parks -;,n.nmmces thaf the first Novice Bd:r.ingl
Chempionsghips, under the auspices of the Park Department, will teke place at
the Tri;:rough Stadium, Rendall's I.Fland, Menhattan, on Frlday,May 22, at
8130 PoM, In the event of rain, they will be held on the following night,
Setunday, May 23, at the seme time and place. Admission is free.
All the boxers, who will take part in these chani_pioﬁships, are
novices. They have trained at Park Départnnent boxing centers, under the supe_z?-
vision of park peiaohnel, aﬁd have ‘survived the sliminations of a city-wile
tournament, just complated, _
The standerd weight ¢lassifications will ba contested, ranging from
the fegtherweight_ to the heﬁwmight division. Competitors have been ﬁirti:er '
~ claggificd into two age émups: Junior (16 to 18 years); Sonior{18 yoars and -
over}s | | | |
) Tudges ifor these ;hampionships include: John J. Deignan, Metropolitan
Associstion, A.AJU., Fred Delaney, Flushing Y. MeCela, Stephen Byrné,lTriﬁ#tY
 Clubs | |
| Prizes have‘bee;x doﬁated through the couftesy of ﬁernard Gimbel. A
point trophy, -donated by Edwarle. Wagner, will\ be awardsd to the boxing cé_nt_er
| whose representatives acquife'the greataest number of pointa.
The National Anthem will be sung by Robertsa Ksene Bunt, of ﬁmrica'
Good Will Union, and the color guard will be provided by the Boy Scau.ts of America;
Music will be rendeved by the Park Department Band. "

Rand'all?a Islend can be reached by tho podestrian walk across the Tri-

"-i-_,_-\__:!iBorough Bridge or by Bua.

v From Manhattan: Bus. at 125 St. end Lexington Aves - fare 5¢
.. . ¥rom Bronxs Bus teminal at 134 St, and Cypress Ave, - fare 5¢ | :
o Fran Queens: Bus terminal at 31 8t. and Asgtorie Blvd. - fare 10¢ 4 7

- Parking is free on Rendall's Igland, There are dccommwdations for
5, 000, caxg, : T 3
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21523 ' .
21534 The Department of Parks amnounces the completion of work in connsction

with the recongtruction of Gracie House and its iiﬂmedia‘ce gurroundings in Carl
'Sc.hurz Park, Manhéttan, as the official pemmanent residemce of the Mayor of the
City of Wew York and his successors.

For some time the present administration had béen in doubt as to the
proper permanent use of this historic residence. In 1923 the newly incorporated
Museum of the City of New York was granted the use of fhe buildi_ng for the purpose
of displaying exhibits presenting the chronological history of New York City life.,
The house was repaired in 1927 and fitted with fumiture and accessories typical
of Wew York interiors from 1800 to 1860, In 1934 the reorganized Department of
Parkas, as part of its program of the construction and restoration cef monurents,
memorials and historic buildings, carefully restored the Gracie House based on
painstaking research. .Until recently it has been operated as a amall post-Colonial
mugeun furnished with pieces loaned to the City either by individuals or by the
larger ingtitutions. Rugs and draperies were never made availsble. Visitors
were few and no justification was apparent for wasting thinly spread funde in an
unsuccessful competition with the finer- exhibits in other large City mugeumg.

The present Mayor arnd the Board of Estimate agreed that the best use
of the property would be as = pemanent residence for the Mayors of New York
City. The Park Department directed the preparation of the plans for the con~
version of the house and the adjacent park grounds. The work was started early
in February of this year by the Work Projeots Administiration uging materials

%

purchased by the City.
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The old building, erectsd in 1770, is a two-story frame building
with & plazza around three sides in the style of New York's early Dutch settlers.,
Althoﬁgh it has beon essential in the restoration to make some concessions to
the needs of modern living, very little was domne to disturb the existing floor
plans. Great care was taken to preserve the simple charm and dignity of the
structure. Containing nine rooms end two generous sized foyers on the two floors

with asccommodations for servants in the basement, the building, exclusive of the
porches, is about 50 feet by 65 fest. Exterior building work consisted of minor
repairs end complete repainting.

Vory little change was made to the first floor except to modernize
the pantry. The entrance hall, library and dining room were repainted and the
floors scraped and stained. The living room, to the rigzht of the entrance hall
hes been similarly treated. |

The custodian quarters on the north end of the second floor were
removed to permlt the restoration of two larger bed rooms. The master hedroom
with four windows overlooks the park and river to the east and north, This
;oom and the adjolining converted sitting room which centers on the east facade
are the only two rooms with wall paper. Three smaller bedrooms, one of which
will be reserved for guests, ocoupy the other building corners thus providing
oross ventilation and wider views. These rooms, painted in colonisl blue and
white with steined floors, each have baths and closet space. A centrai hall

reoached by & winding steircase provides direct connections to all rooms.

A considerable amount of wood Irim and doors were installed to

match the original. All of the woodwork and floors were repainted.
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The heating plant and electric system which were provided in 1934 required
little change. Where the building construction permitted, hidden convectors
were ingtalled. In many of the rooms free standing radiators have b;en Te-
tained. New electric outlets have been added for radio and utility purposess

The entire fivst floor, except the service portion, amd the guest
bedroom have been provided with furniture and art pieces of the Colonial,
Revolutionary and early 19th Centumwy periods. Thesge items are permanent loané
from the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Museum of the City of New York, the
Brookiyn Museum and private donors. All the items 'have been thoroughly re-
paired and the furniture coverings newly reproduced. The private gquarters of
the house on the second floor Were furnished by fhe Mayor. '

In furnishing the main rooms of the house, an attempt has been mde
to bring together furniture and decorations to suit the severly designed back-
ground of the neo-classic pericd. In these high ceiled rooms where the archi-
tectural enrichment is concentrated at the fireplaces, cornicos; and architraves,
the.furni'bure made after the designs of Hepplewhj_.te, Sheraton, and cother inter-
pi'eters of the Adem style finds an approptiate and logical setting.

Upon entering the house a broad reception hall opens before the visi-
tor by reason of the unusual plan wherein a graceful spiral staircaso rises
against the far wall. At the léfi; of the ontrance is a fireplace framed by a
mentel carved with fans and reeding in the typical New York style. Ovnposite is
a8 satinwood commode and pair of srmchairs of the Louis XVI poriod. This kind
of furniture was typical of tile finer houses of the mw ropublj.c; it may be

recalled that Benjamin Fra.nkl_'in and Thomas Jefferason brought back from France
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furnishings for their use in New York emd Philadelphia, and Alexander Hamilton
ordersd furniture closely following French models for his house, the Hamilton
Grange, overlooking the Hudsons. On the walls flanking the entrance stand a

pier table and a pair of chield~back chairs of mahogany and aatimdod, Are Tican
interpretations of Hepplewhite designs. Reflected in the convex mirror above
the commode is a portrait of De Witt Clinton, three times Mayoxr of New York City;
the likeness is believed to be a contemporary one by Seinuel L. Waldo. Afc a bend
in the staircase landing a handsome grendfather clock, its 'mahogany case ela=-
borately inlaid with holly and satinwood ,. striké's the hours. Upon the floor, as
in the bther principal rooms of the house, is a Turkey carpet, the namc ziven to
the variety oi_‘ Oriental rugs vmich were brought from the Near East for sarly
American houses in the eighteenth century.

In the living room at the right the same apirit is evident in tho
style of furnishing as in the entrance hail. Grouped around the white marble
mantel of the fireplace are a ﬁahbgaw and caned settee from the workshon of
Duncan Fhyfe, and several Hepplewhite oval and shleld-back armchairs, upholaterod
in figured haircloth similar to the original upholstery. The trimming of brass
nails also repeats the old style. Between the east windows which give long
vistas of the fiv_er stands a. light mshogany writing desk with tambour doors and
delicate framing of inlay.. Two carved drop-leaf pedestal tables, probably from
the workshop of Duncan Phyfe stand against a pair of modern uphelstered sofas,
and several easy chalrs carry out the rose, yellow and gray colors which ars
used on the upholstery and window hangings in the rooms A variety of amall tsbles~
Perbroke, tripod, and "lazy Susan" types, of mahogany and lkingwood, are put to
various usass here.,. To the right of the entrance door hangs a portrait of
J‘bljn Algop King who was born in New York in 1787. The portrait is a copy
aft\er John Trumbull and shows the subject as a young boye On the west wall is

a series of aquatints in green and gray tones representing views of the Hudson
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Valley selected from The Hudson River Portfolio, engraved by I. Hiil after paint-r
ings by W. %, Wall, Ovpposite tﬁe fireplace. a convex mirror framed with carved
and gilt wood is lighted by four candle branches hooded by simple purpls glass
shades. In this glass are réflectad a pair of modern erystal chandeliers which
light the room.

Among the smaller ornements here are e French bronze of Washington
on a gilt pedestal,{and a collsotion of blﬁe and white Staffordshire fottery
with American scenes, Chinese axport porcelain, such as was imported for early
American houses, and several pisces of French porcelain iﬂ the classicel taste
arranged on the glazed shelves of a wall cabinet. A pair of silver candlesticks
and soveral old Chinese and Perasian oil jars provide the basss for lamps.

In the dining room the cool, oystor-white walls are an excellent foil
for the portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Munro snd their ﬁaughter Olivie Ros
Munro which were painted in New York about 1825 by an unknown artist. The
furniture is of fins mehogeny. In the middle of the room is a double.pedestal
table and twelve chairs in the style of Duncan Phyfe. The chalrs wers made for
the City Hall about 1815 and are still owned by the City of New York. Above a
serving table slightly earlier than the chairs hangs a 1ooking.g1ass framed in |
green and gold in the neo-classic style; and on the wall fecing the fireplace
a mehogany and satinwood éideboard of Hepplewhite design supports two oval satin-
wood knife boxes decorated with painted festoons and flowers. In the middls of
the room above the table hangs a finely chiseled bronze chandelier, a copy of
ankbriginal Louis XVI example in the Wallace Collection in London. Framing the
hearth is a pierced and serpentine-shaped copper fender, brightly polished as
metal work customarily was in early American deys. A small French bronze bust
of Lafayette centers én the mantsl with a portrait of William Dyckman above ..

Adjoining the dining room is the library. Three mahogany bookcases

contain severel hundred volumes dealing mainly with New York histor&, perma-~

'nently loaned by the New York Public Library. A flat-topped desk, which was
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prbbably made by Charles Christian for the City Hall in 1814, is the most important
piece of furniture., A pair of chairs with leath_er seata are of the séme period a¥ -
the desk and 2 large upholstered sofa and several easy chairs covered in leather
make the room an inviting place for study and relaxation. Here, as in the living
room, the fireplace is furniched with a brass fronted fire grate. Upon the walls
may be seen several 1ithographs in color - among them “Panorema of the Harbor of
New York, Staten Island and The Narrows," "fI'he Life of a Fireman, The N¥ight Alarm®
by N. Currier, and a map of the State of New York which was printed in 1826,

Ascending the graceful spiral staircase the visitor commands a fulJ.
view of the park and the river from the windows of the guest room at the southeast
corner. This well-lighted Ehamber, in addition to.the comfortable beds and ample
clotheg press, contains a handsome mahogany bow-front chest of drawers with color-
ful Battersea enamel drawer pulls, and a pair of Iouis XVI armchairs made comforta-
ble by rose and white silk upholstem} of classgicel design. A looking glass with a
carved and gilded fremes of the Federal period hangs above the chest of drawers.
Thrie Hudson‘ Valley aquatints, part of the living room series, afford interest td
the south and east walls. The fireplace is furnished with a bright nolished brass
fender and andirons, and upon the mantel above them stand a pair of pewber whale
0il l=amps adapted to modern usage.

Many of the important pieces of furniture were selected because they
were in the style of 179° when, it is believed, Archibald Gracie largely recon-
structed the original house, Standing on & rocky point of land at a bend in the
FEast River about 40 feet above the water, the site permits a fine view northeast-
ward oVer the river -to Hell Gate. The property had rhany owners from early Dutch
times through the eventful days of the Revolution and the War of 1812, Gracis, a
wealthy New York merchant, Scottish born, was famed for his hosp.itality and formal

receptions., Many femous Americans including literary men of distinction, as well

as distiﬁguished visitors from abroad, were entertained by Gracis.
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The property was later sold by the Gracie family and passed through
several ownerships'when in 1891 the City condemned it for park purposes. Con-
sisting of twelve and a half acres, it was firsf called East River Park but was = -
later renamed Carl Schurz Park for the Germman Revolutibnary and c¢lose friend of
Abraham Lincoln,

The park was developed in the informal manner of the times with wind~
ing paths bordering many tree dotted lawns. Providing paésive recreation only the
park remained essentially a sitting area until 1934 when a complete plan for a
modern recreational development was prepared and the work started in conjunction
with the restoration of the Gracie House. New bench lined walks and promenades
divided the park into various use areas for both active and passive recreation.

4 large playground, wading pool and comfort station were provided for the children
who formerly played in the sdjoining streets.

No further alterations were made until 1939 when more than half of
the park was red?signed and_reconstructed in connection with the new East River
Drive which forms its eastern boundary. An attractive feature was a broad es-
planade atop the drive now called John Finlay Walk. An adult court games area
was placed adjacent to the playground, éand pit and sitting areas providéd in
offsets from the promenade'and the adjoining informal areas tied in with the
new development by an integrated path system.

The area around the Museum was regraded to permit a depressed treat-
ment of the Bast River Drive thus preserving a proper setting eand maintaining
views to apd from the Mansion.

The new development of the grounds around the Mayor's House was ..
planned for utmost simplicity and economy and in harmony ﬁith the building and

dignified surrcundings of the entire park. The vehicular entrance to the north of

the house utilized an existing gatewsy and drive leading from East End Avenus at

88th Street. Entrance to the new turn-around on the north side of the house is
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protected by a double gateway and police booth. The drive and walks were adapted
to existing conditions and the davelopment required the removal of only a few
sections of walk and the moving of two trees. New plant mesterial consisting of
broadleaf evergreens and the taller growing deciduous shrubs and small flowering
trees, were added, to seresn the drive a&nd turn-around, to supplement the existing
foundation planting and to provide a reascnable degres of seclusion for the Mayor.
A 8 foot iron picket fence set adjacent to the broadly oval.circumferential
public walk suopluments a retaining wall skirting the esst lavm to discourage
undus annoysnce to the reSidenfs of the Mayor's House,

The public comfort station formerly located in the basement of the
Mussum was removed. A modern brick comfort station is approaching completion,
a few hundred fest to ths south of the house near the wost marginal park walk,
A portion of the basement of ths house will be used by park maintenance psrsonnel

who will also continue to maintain the grounds of the Mayor's residencs.

Hkk Rk cekk
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19557 City swimming facilities available to members of the
MeS01 - '
Mo802 Amy, Navy and Marine Corps in uniform

Special arrangements have been made by the Oity Park Department

.for the use of public beaches and pools by soldiers, sailors and marines
in wnifom during the coming sunﬁner.

At Jacob Riis Park at Rockeway, Orchard_ Beach in the Bronx, and
Wolfets Pond on Staten Island, Ammy, Navy and Marine Corps vehicles will ’

be parked free and soldiers, sailors and marines may use the bathhouses

without charge.

At the City swimming pools listed below the usual twenty-five

cent charge will be waived.

Manhattan!
Hamilton Fish Pool, East Houston end Pitt Strseets
Colonial Pool, Bradhurst Avenue West 145 to 147 Streets
Highbridge Pool, Amsterdsm Avenue and 173 Sireet
Thos., Jefferson Pool, 111 %o 114 Strects & First Avenue
23rd Street Pool, 23 Street and Bast River Drive
Carmine Street Pool, Clarkson Street and 7 Avenue
60th Street Pool, 59 Stroet botwesn Amsterdam & 11 Avonusa
John Jay Pool, 78 Street and East River Drive

Brooklyn:
Sunset Pool, 7 Avonue and 43 Stroot
McCarren Pool, Driggs Avenue and Lorimor Stroet
Red Hook Pool, Clinton, Bay and Honry Stroets
Bet sy Head Pool, Hopkinson, Dumont end Livonia Awvenues

Bronx:
Crotona Pool, 173 Street and Fulton Avenue

Queens:
Astoria Pool, 19 Street and 23 Drive
Flushing Meadow Amphitheatre, Flushing Meadow Park

Richmond:
Faber Pool, Richmond Terrace at Faber Street
Tonrpkinsville Pool, Victory Boulevard between Bay Street
: and Murray Hulbert Avenue . :

Pools are open to adults after 1:00 P.M, on weekdays and Saturdays

and all day on Sundays and holidayse

Robert Moses
N Comnisaioner

95
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ﬁiﬁ: - The Department of Parks annou:r;ces the completion of a granite
ﬁii‘g and bronze memorial to fommer City Coamptrollsr W. Arthur Cunninghsm 'geho‘ -
felues died in 1934, at the age of 40, of a heart attack, Remembered as an eble a

. and succaslsf‘ul busintlass executive, and for coqspicuog.is sewiée_ ir_z tlh'e
- first World War, h.i:s untimely death ended what promized to be & noté.bl_e = ,
career in public seﬁwice.. | |

The monument stends adjacent to the Cunninghem Memorial Flagpole
which was erected and dedicated on the occasion of changing the name of old

. Hillside.Park t¢ Cunningham Park in 19%4. This 550 acre icountry-park is '
located on the Grand Central Parbvay m central Queens, the borough where
the young 1awyar lived and was buried. ' _ {'

The setting for the bronze bust executed by Hmil Siebern was
designed by the Department of Par\ks. -Siigrhtly over life size the force-
fully modeled bust stends on & square monolithic shaft of polished:
granite placed in front of a'larger. simple rectengular pylon of polished
granite bloc!ﬁs. Centered on the -ﬁxis between the granite concession -
building and flagpole the momument has been built into the north retaine
ing wall of the. flégatoqe terrace facing northward into the semi-circular
memorial flagpole areas. The intimats acals and. planting of this garden:
which overlocks the broad athletic field in the north meadow forms an

appropridte setting. o
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.'1.‘he Park Department amnounces that after the avening “

session at the City Building, Flushing Meadow Park, on Sunday, ?
May J.O, 19432, ice skat;i.ng ﬁill be discontinued and only the ;:
roller skating rink will be in operation.
Patronage‘ of thé ice skating rink has decreased rapidly | %

during the past three weeks s and with the recent wam v;reather, :
interest in this sport- has become so low that the attendaﬁce’ no . ;
\longer - justifies its contimued operation. The ice skating rink
will be re-opened sarly in the fall, _ |
The roller skating rink at the ity Building will con=

tinuel to operate evening sessiong from 7130 to 11100 P.M. avery ;
day; free morning session fran 9300 AM, to 12'moon on Saturdey; e’
aftémoon'sessions from 2:30 to 5:30 P.M. on Sgturdays, Sundays :
and holidays _only. J

# ok %k %
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~ Richard C. Jencins

Coney Telemd ~ Fishing

: - Zarlier smmouncemeats stated that fishing was -
- permitied. twenty-Iour hours a dey yser rouad from - -
- the fishing bay on Steeplechase Pisr, Coney Island, .-

. Becauss of dimout ragulations, lights om the -
- pier have been turnoed off for the duration end we =~
- have doemed it advisebls to elose the pier at =
" darkneas. Fishing will be parmitted tm the pior -
- during dnylight houn only. S :

.. Surt calting has pmimaly haant pouittod 1n
“bays adjucemst the pier om a twemtywfour hour huis
during the winter mopths and from 10:00 P.M. $o.
8100 A, duping the summer months, It s mow
advisable 1o prohibit amy surf essting for the

- samaer months and to p;ohibit ni@t-tim eutug
-tor the duration.

R, C, JERKINS, =
. Boron;h Dimtor
- _RCJ"IIG :
S ce- J' ﬁ ﬁmg]_ip’ Ir. o
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FOR RELEASE -~  TUESDaY, MAY 2
Del: 5/2/42 { ’ 5, 194
12: 30 noon ANOTEER SECTION OF GOWaNUS IMPROVEMENT COMPLETED

The Triborough Bridge Authority announces the opening for traffic

= / .
3 pix -~ Pix from Nadigan ’nd & therefore t 2{4, /ﬁft_a_xfg,
have no number. ' - 'ﬂfﬁé

of the section of the Gowanus Elevoted Parkiny along Hamilton Avenue from
Prospect dvemue to Hicks Street, on Hednesddy, May 6, 1942. The Gowanus
Improvement from Ovl's Head Park to Prospect Avenue was completed last
November. Other parts of the work have been delayed because of difficulties
in obtaining materials due to priority rules.

The new section extends from the prosent terminus at Prospect -
avenue to the proposed entrance to the Battery Tunnel at Hicks Street. The
tanel will not be completed until after the war, and, in the meantime, the
Gowanus Improvement will be made necessible by the widening of Hicks Strect
to Atlantic Avenue now under way.

In order to eliminate the delays due to bridge openings, the
Elevated Parkiay was constructed ot & high level over Govamus (ucnal to pro-
vide a clearance of nincty fect above the water. The eleveted roadways
accommodate three laneé of cars in each direction, divided by a center mall,
and are limited to passenger vechicles. Commercicl traffic will shortly be
taken care of by the nearly-completed 1ift bridge over the Gowanus Creck
and fifty-foot rondways on Hamiliton Avenue on cither side of the Elevated
Parkway. Buses have been substituted for trolley curs on Hamilton and
Third Avcrues with the cooperation of the Board of Transportation.

The parkway previously opened on Hovember 1, 1941, together with
this new section, completes the Belt Parkwsy from the Bronx-Whitestone Bridge,
in CQueens, to Hicks Street and the future Battery Tunnel,

The Gowonus Improvemant was built by Triborough Bridge Authority
at a cost of approximately $15,000,000 for land and construction. The 1lift
bridge at Hamilton Avenue is being built by The City of New York under the
direction of the Department of Parks. There remains only a comparatively
small amount of construction, which is progressing rapidly, on the 1ift
bridre and its approaches, on Third Avenue, and on landscaping, to finish
the entire Gowanus Improvement. The Elevated Parkway will then be turncd over
to the Department of Parks, street roadways to the Borough Prosident of

Brooklyn, and the Gowanus 1ift bridge to the Department of Public Works.

B al
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The records of the Department of Parks indicate a steady in-
crease in the use of golf courses since 1936, The following are ths
comparative figures for the period ending May 2nd for the last seven
yearse

1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942

Rounds of golf _
fgr thezweek 10,224 12,003 19,367 12,790 22,218 22,371 20,028
of May

‘Total rounds

of golf 7,085 34,676 46,639 59,881 64,241
thr(%ugh May 2 18,340 25,049 3 ’ 3 » P s 1

This increase of more than 300% can be accounted for in several
.waya: First, increase in the numbef of courses; second, improvement of
condition of the courses; third, reduction in the fee; and, fourth, gen-
erally increased interest in the game. This year with the rationing of
. tires and gasoline the city anticipates an even greater increase in the

uge of these courses as we get into the summer season.

40
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FOR RELEASE:
Wednesday, April 29, 1942

The Long Iﬁland State Park Commission, Jones Beach State Parkway Authoriw
ty, Wew York City Park Department, and.the Triborough Dridge Authority have for some
time been working with the military, naval, and civilian defense agencies in the
netropolitan distriet on the sumer uée of state and city public beaches, Various
steps have already bsen taken to comply with orders and requests as to lighting,
blackouts, etca

It has now become necessary to give the public a clear picturs of summer
beach_usage, especially as 1o closing and restrictions after dark. The attached
releases by the City Park Department and Long Island State Park Commission should

be readily understandabvle.

In effect, it will be seen that Jones Beach will, for all practical pur-
poses, be shut down at nightfall although the causeways must still be open. Park-
ing fields, restaurants, the boardwalks and other vecreation facilities will have
to be closed at 9:00 pe m.

The effect is the same at Jacob Riis Park. The Rockaway.boardwalk must,
of course, continue to be open but cafeteria and other facilities will close.

This applies aléo to the boardwalk at South Beach, Staten Island.

Wolfe's Pond Park, Staten Island, will be closed at 3:00 p. We

At Orchard Beach in the Bronx, the game areas will be closed at nightfalle

Lighting will be drastically restricted, but the beach will be open wmtil 10:00 Pole

(Signed) ROBERT MOSES

S



LONG ISLAND STATE PARK COMMISSION
BEIMONT -IAKE STATE PARK
BABYLON, 1. I., N. Y.

For Additional information, call C. R. Blakelock
at {day) Babylon 1000 or (night) Babylon 1178,

FOR RELEASE '
Wednesday, April 29, 1942
. This summer, in order to cooperate fully with the;ﬁnny and Navy, Jones
Beach State Park will be operated only from 8:00 a. m. to 9:00 p. m., with no night
activities, |

The Jones Beach swinming season will start on Saturday, May 23rd, when
the Vest Bathhouse with heated salt water swimming and diving pools, will bve opened.
On thé same date, the Marine Dining Room in the West Bathhouse will be ovened for
daiiy daytime operation.

On Sundaj afternocn, starting May 24th, and on Decoration Day, free pool
shows will be presented at 3:00 p. m..in the West Bathhouse pool. The Zast Bath-
house, which serves the 51111 water bathing at Zachs Bay in addition to the ocean
surf bathing in front of the bathhouse, will open for the season on Decoration Day,
May 30th. A special program of spring concerts by Long Islamd high school bands
will be presented in the Music Shell adjacent to the boardwalk on Saturday and Sun-
day afternoons, starting'May 16th and ending June 2lst.

The outdoor roller skating rink and various game facilities, including
the pitch and putt.golf course, are now in operation.

| Because of the slimination of night activities, thers will be no outdoor
dancing at the Ehsic Sholl and no water shows at the Mhriﬁe Stadiuwm on Zachs Bay.
Softball games wﬁich in the past have been held nightly under floodlights, will be

Played afternoons and early eveningsa,.

seokoke



Form 26-10M-12042 wifge 155 ‘ ‘

. DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL. CENTRAL PARK _ For Release VWednesday,

TR, RESENT 4-1000 . _ April 29, 1942

The Department of Parks amnnounces that in order to cooperate fully with
the Army and Navy, the following schedule of summer operation will be effective at
public beaches:

1., CONEY ISLAND, BROOKLYN

The game areas and- concession stands under the‘ jurisdicti_on of the Park
Depariment .will be closed at nine o'clock so that no ligh'bs.will be necessary for -
their overation. Arrangements have been made with the Del;;artment of Watef Suppiy,
Gag and Electricity to turn out many of the lights along the boardwalk and tb
shield the balance of the Yights by painting the outshore portion of the globe so

that the light will not be visible from the ocean.

2. JACOB RIIS PARK, QUEENS
The entire park will be closed at nine o'clock. This will include conces-
sions, game aréas, and parking fields, and will eliminate the necessity for lights.

3.  ROCKAWAY BEACH, QUERNS

The game areas will be closed at nine o'clock. The Department of Wateér
Supply, Gas and Electricity is turning out every other light along the boardwallc
and is dimming %he balance of the lights on the outshore side so that they will not
be visible from the oceans

4. SOUTH BEACH, RICHMOND

In cooperation with the Department of Water Supply, Gas and Eleciricity,
every other lizht has been extinguished and the outshore side of the remaining
lights have been painted so that they will not be visible from the ocean.

5. WOLFE'S POND PARK, RICHIOND

This park will cloge at nine ofclock.

6« ORCHARD BFACH, BRONX

Game sreas will be closed at nine o'clock. The use of floodlights will
be eliminated, All lights will be obscured on the outshore side. Otherwise, opera-

‘ “tion will continue as usual until ten o'clock. . 3q

* ok %
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ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK . For Release_ Monday,

TEL. REGENT 4-1000 April 27, 1942

The Department of Parks announces the birth in
the Central Park Zoo of & Llams c¢alf on April B3, 1942,

The new arrivai, weighing 25 pounds, is the son
of Racket and Blackie. Racket, the father, was born in the
Central Park Zoo, August 5, 1934, and the mother was pro-
cursad from L. Ruhe in July 1938.

The baby is on exhibition at the present time and

photographs for press purposes may be taken immediately.

% %k ok *k
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The Department of Parks announces that the preliminaries and
quarter-finals of the Park Department City-wide boxing tournament will
be held at the gymnasium located at 407 West 28 Street, Manhattam, on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, April 27, 29, and May 1 at 8:00 P.l,
Admission ig free,

This tournament is open only to those novices who have received
their training under the supervision of Park personnel at the various
boxing centers operated by the Park Department throughout the five boroughs.

| Competitors will be classified into two groups: 16 to 18 years,
and over 18 years on the following weight basis: 112 lbs., 118 lbs.,
126 lbs., 135 lbs., 147 1bs., 160 lbs., 175 1bs,

The semi-Tinals will be held at Cromwell Play Center, Murray
Hulbert Avenus, Tompkingville, Richmond, on Wednesday, May 6, at 8:00 P.M.,
with the City championships sch_eduled to take place at the Triborough
Stadium, Randall's Island, Manhettan, at 8:00 P.M., on Friday, May 22.

Appropriate prizes will be awarded to the winners and semi-

finalists in each weight division.

3/
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Central Park on three contracts relating to the general »ark development of addi-
tional sectionsg of Flushing Meadow Park, Borough of Queens. The.areas to be de-
veloped are adjacent to Heorace Harding Boulevard on both sides of the Grand Cen-
tral Parkway.

The work to be done comprises a portion of the revised four year program
started in 1941 for reconstructing the former World's Fair site as a well rounded
park and recreational development. The current work is part of the 1942 Capital
Program designed to provide additional marginal active recreation areas and im-
provements around the pemmanent huildings. Flayground development wilil take preé
cedence over the less urgently needed pagsive recreation areas which will be built
later to complste and unify the park.

Existing facilities used during the Fair which will be removed in prepa-
tion for the new work include: a comfort station, information booth, pump house, a
temporary portion of Horace Harding bridge!over Flusking Creek, flagnole and drink-
ing fountain bases and miscellaneous_service poles. This demolition work will be a
part of the contract which provides for the general reconstruction of the area be-
tweeon the New York State Amphitheatre and Flushing Creek. Also included are a new
parking field, walks, drives, bicycle paths, fences, grading, water sunnly and
drainage.

A concession storage room will be built adjacent to the amphitheatre food
bar, A control station for under-water flood lights will also be »rovided in this
building,

The second contract provides for the general planting of the same area.

The existing plants, comprising a portion of the trees and shrubs donated by the ve-

rious exhibitors, will be transplanted in cohformance with the nexw development«
This basic planting will be sumrplemented by new flowering shrubs and small trees,
perennials and vines. Lawn areas will be started to complete the Amphitheatre
section.

The promenades, malls and walks around the completed play areas west of

Grand Central Parkway and opposite the New York City Building will be provided with

park lighting under a third contract. he exisgting system of undersround ducts
will be utilized and secondary feeders will be installed using cable salvaged from
the Fair. No new material or equinmment will be required for this work.

1t is expected that three additional contracts for the further develop-

ment of Flushing Meadow Park will be let this year as provided in the Capital Pro-

gram, These will provide for picnic areas south of Horace Harding Boulsvard and

Bids were opened today by the Department of Parks at the Arsenal Building,

-,
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east of Meadow Lake, also affording access to the boat house on the east bank.
New playgrounds will be developed along the east margin of the park beiween Fowler
Avenue and Horace Harding Boulevard and the existing playground east of lllth
S‘trée*b oppesite fhe New York City Building will be expanded %o includ.e a large
athletic fielde The work to be done under these contracts invoives no gtrateglic
material.

The three lowest bids were submitted by the following on each of the
three contracts:

Contract No. 1 - General Park Development®:

1. John Meehan & Son $117,174.29
90 West St., New York City

2. Frank lMascali & Sons, Inc. 118,438440
4634 Third Ave., Bronx, N.Y.

3. Wm. P. McDonald Construction Co.Inc. 128, 461.80
33-15 Lawrence Street, Flushing, N.Y,
Contract No. 2 - Planting:

- 1. Roman Landscape Contracting Co., Inc. $19,946,10
551 Fifth Ave., New York City

2+ Grant Park Construction Co. 22,261.55
65 Prospect Ave., Howlett, N.Y.

3, Tohn Gozo | 24 ,770,70
171-08 84t Road, Jamaica, N.Y. .
Contract No, 3 - Electrical:

1. Rao Electrical Equipment Co., Ince $1,700.00
150 Zast 42 Street, N.T.Ce

2+ Elco Installation, Inc. 1,730.00
345 East 23 Street, 1T.Y.C.

3+ Welsback Street Lighting Co. : 2,780.00
42-30 24 Sgreet, Ion Island City, F.Y.

* k¥ %
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The Devartment of Parks announces the birth in
the Central Park Zoo of a male baby Aoudad on horil 21, 1942,
at & P, M.

The new arrival, weighing four pounds, is the son
of Bill and Tuts. The father was purchased from the Mbske:
Zoo, Evansville, Indiana, August 28, 1940, and the mother,
Tuts, was donated by the MNew York Zoological Society,

Adpril 28, 1930,
| Although the baby is not on extibition at the ore-
sent time, nhotographs for press purposes nay be talen

immediately.
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The Department of Parks announces that "Pet Shows" will be conducted
by playground children, in commemoration of "Be Kind To Animals" weolk, on Satur-~
day, April 25, at 2:00 p.m, at ths following lecations: )

Manhattan ‘Kolly Playground, West 17 Street & 8 Avenue
Riversids Playground at West 74 Street
Mt. Morris West Playground, West 122 Street & Nethen Davis Flace
Payson Avenus Flayground

Bronx Mullely Playground, 164 Street & Jeroms Avenue
Williemsbridge Plavground, 208 Street & Bainbridge Avenue
3t. Mary's West Playzround, 146 Street & St, Ann's Avsnue
Crotona #5, Crotona East & 173 Street

Brooklyn Hecksher Playzround, Grove % Wilson Avenue
Kelly Memorial FPlayzround, Avenuve 5 & East 14 Street
MeCarren Park, DPrizzs Avenue & Lorimer Street
James J. Byrne Playground, Third Street & Fourth Avenue
Lincoln Terrace Playground, Rochester & Buffalo Avenues
Ocean Parkway & Avenue F Playground
Prospect Park West & 11 Street

The classifications of the pets, which are to form the hasig of the
judges' decisions, are many snd diversified. BSome of them are as follows:
the largest and smellest dog and cat; the dog or cat with the most beautiful
coat; the cutest litter of pupvies; the largest family of rabbits; the largest
or most beautiful bird or fowl; best displayed fish; the most unusual pet.

In addition, the attirs and behavior of the pet will be considered
under such headings ast the most oomically dressed pet; the bsst behaved pet
on parade; eto, )

Ribbons will be awardsd for first, second snd third place in each

classification, In addition, a bronze medal, the special A.S5.F.C.A. award,

will be given for the "Best Cared For Animsl in the Show."

dokk ckokokk  ROkK 34
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The Department of Parks announces the schedule of tournements, contests,
athletic meets anﬁ special events including concerts, social and square dancing,
which will be conducted in parks; playgrounds, and swimming pools under the juris-
dictiqn of the Park Department during the spring season of 1942.

There will be city-wide fournaments in the following activities:

Activity Age Group Finals - &pproximate Date
Basketball Boys - 16 years and under May 3
Boxing Junior ~ 16 to 18 years May 22
Senior - 18 years and over
Marble &ootiﬁg - Boys and Girls - 14 yedars and uﬁder Incal tournamenis in
May and June

Handball(Singles Boys - 16 years and under '
& Doublss) 17 to 21 years June 6 and 7
Men - 21 to 40 years
40 years and older

Hendball{Singles) Girls - 16 years and older June 20
Field Hockey Girls - 16 years and older Iocal tournaments in
- May and June
Horseshoe Pitching Men and Boys - 17 years and older - June and July
{Singles)

Athletic meets, during the months of May and June, will be held in the
vari;:us borough playgrounds for boys and girls between the ég;es of 12 and 19 yeérs-;‘
the city-wide championshipe will take place at the Red Hook Athletic Field, Clinton,
Bay and Henry Streets, Brooklyn, on Saturdey, June 20, at 2:00 P.M,

| The annual Park Department "Llearn to Swim®™ campeign, in cooperation with
various c¢ivic, health, educationsl and recreational asgencieg, will be inaugurated
in all outdoor swimming pools operated by the depariment on or about June 20.

Some of the wading pools will be used during the spring of the year for
the sailing of model boats.

Amateur boxmg was added to¢ the devartment's program of recreationsl

activities last December when eight centers were equipped with rings, mats, heavy 33
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and light punching bags, gloves, skipving ropes, etcs Several hundred boys and
young men, froem 14 to 32 years of age, have been regular attendants at these boxing
centers for the past four months. A series of exhibitions hasg just been completed,
at which the outstanding boxers at each center gave demonstrations in the finer
points of the art of selfldefense. Beginning Monday, April 27, the preliminaries
of a city-wide boXing Hournament for both juniors and seniors in the variﬁus weight
classifications'wili gol under way, with the cheampionships scheduled for May 22 at
a location to be announced later. |
Model sailboat regattas will be conducted for boys and girls, 16 years of

aze and under on Saturday, June 6, at the following lakes:

Manhattan - Conservatory Leke, 72 Street & Fifth Awvenue, Central Park
Brooklyn - Progpect Park Leke, Empire Boulevard and Flatbush Avenue

Queens -~ Linden Park Lake, 104 Street and 45 Avenue

Bronx -~ Twin Lakes, Bronx Park, Mosholu FParkway & Webster Avenue

Richmond - Martling's Pond, Clove lakes, Victory‘Blvd. & Clove Road

Children's Pet Shows will take place at degignated Park nlaysrounds on.
Saturday, Aprii 25. Ribbons will be ewarded o the best enimals in each class.

& dance exhibition will be given by the girls of various playgrounds
throughout the fivé-boroughs on Saturday, June 27, at the Sheep Meadow, Central
Park., ZEach borough will bé represented by three dances - folk, classical and
interpretative. '

Svecial programs will be premared by each playground director in come
memoration of Memorial Day, May 30, and alse Flag Day, Junse l4.

Amateur photogravhy contest denicting "Youth and Age™ in our city varks
and playgrounds will be conducted for both children and adults begirming Avril 27

and running through Sepiember 21, 1942. All pictures submitted by the contestants

must represent scenes in parks, parkways, pools, beachses or playgrounds under the

Jurisdiction of the Department of Parks during the year 1942.

s
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Entrants in this contest will be divided into age groups; up %o 16
years and over 16 years. All pictures must be submitted, during the contest
period, to the Borough Director of the borough in which the contestant resides.

| Various rules and regulations regarding Park Department tournaments
and contests are: |

Only competitors who are amateurs shall be eligible to comnete in any
o the recreational activities, tournaments and contests conducted by the De-
partmnent of Parks.

The winning of a.city championshin in any contest or tournament will
be detemined only after intra-playground, inter-playground and interborough
eliminations.

Prizes will consist of medals, npins and sweatshirts.

While latitude has been given to all age groups in this recreational
program Irom the standvoint of aétive participation in sports and contests, the
Department of Parks, realigzing that there ars thousands of citizens, young and
0ld, who desire periods of passive recréation, has made arrangements for series
of concerts throughout the summer,

Trhe outdoor socialldancing seagon of the ¥ark Department will probably
. gtart eariy in June.

Puppst and marionette shows including "Jack and the Beanstalk™,
"Eansel and Gretel™, "he Lonely Elm"™ and "Peter and the Pirates", énd magid
shows compriging hand puppetry, singing and music, have been given évery
Saturdey at 11 A,M, and 3 P.M. since April 4 at various park recreation builide
ings, and they will continue to be giﬁen every Saturday at the same time

through May 16, when the outdoor schedule will commence.
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Nine of the city's ten golf courses have bsen onened since -
April 4. At the §71it Rock Course in Pelhem the fairways have dried
out and the oourse was ovened for play last Seturday, Anril 18, Dur-
ing the first two week%s, 22,152 rounds have bgen played on courses
opened on Avnril 4.

Considering the changeabls weather, this is a good indica-
tion that a large number of plavers can be expected to use the munici-
pel courses this summer.

Below is a summary of the total number of rounds played on
the coursas the first two wee%s of this year:

Van Vortlandt - 2082

losholu - 2673
Polham - £741
Clearvisw - - 2834
Kissena - 2905

Forest Park - 2260
Dyker Beach ~ 4120
Silver Lake - 1426

LaTourette - 1061,

Ak kdok kR
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The Department of Parks announces that the five best One Act Plays,
one fm eadh torcugh, will be presented on Saturday, April 18, at 2100 P.M.
a% Mullaly Recreation Building, 165 Street and Jerome Avenue, Broﬁx.

Apvroximately 825 children, ranging from 10 to 16 ysars of ags,
took part in 80 productions. of the various drama grouvs in the Park Depart~
ment playgrounds during the past five weeks.

On the basis of acting, diction, costumes and scenery, the folliow-
ing five plays were selected as the mogt representative for presentation
next Saturday afternoon:

"Remember Pearl Harbor® - Lincoln Terrace Playzround, Broolklyn

"The liodernm Cinderelia®™

licDonald Playground, Staten Island

"4 Chinese Puzzle™

Corona, 102 Street Playground, Queens

"Toby Helps Out" Lyons Square Playzround, Bronx

‘"Benjamin Franklin, Riverside and 74 Street Playzround,
Journeyman® kanhattan

Pins will be awarded to the cast of each nlay.

3
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The Department of Parks announces that 168 baseball dia~
monds and 240 softball fields throughout the five boroughs will be
offieially opened for play on Saturday, April 18.

While there is no charge for the use of these recreation
areas, permits are required and they may be obtained by applying %o the
Borough Director of the borough in which the field is located. Bach
applicaﬂt must enclose a gtamped -selfwaddressed envelope with his

request.

The names and sddresses of the various Borough Directors
Tollows

Mr. P. J. Cruise, Borough Director
Arsenal Building

64 Street & Flfth Avenue

New York City

Mr. R. C. Jenkinsg, Borough Director
Litchfield Mansion

Prospect Park West & Fifth Street
Brooklyn, K. Y,

Mr. J, J. Mallen, Borough Director ‘
The Overlook '
Union Turnpike & Park Lane

Forest Park, Kew Gardens, L. L.

Mz, G, L. Quigley, Borough Director
Bronx PYark Rast & Birchall Avenue
Bronx, N. Y.

Mr. A, M, Anderson, Borough Director
Clove Lakes Park

1150 Clove Road

West New Brighton, S. I.

0

April 17,1942
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R4 o ‘4‘”: ON REDUCTIONS T

IN THE EXECUTIVE BUDCGET FOR THE
: PARK DEPARTMENT

The 1942-43 Executive Budget fails to provide’%l;ll5,622,51
heeded for operation snd maintenancelpf 38 new and 12 reconstructed
playgrounds, 968 acres of new parks, énd 10 miles of new parkway.

It reduces the totsl summer operating personnel of the departmeﬁt by
981, which is about 154 of the staff last summer. This reduction
will result in a serious curtailment of the city's recreation_ﬁrogram{'
and in extensive damage and heavy deprscistion in the city's parks
and playgrounds, Following are some of the things which must heppen
if this proposed budget is approved, |

Temporary.Pla&ground'Directorélwho are hired every year Lo
handle the additionﬁl summer usagé of playgrounds will be decreased
from 436 to 218, This means that iz new playgrounds cannot be
operated at all, énﬁ must be.képt ¢losed, énd‘that 206 plaﬁgrounds
will be open only six to eight hours per cdey. In effect, thig puts’

the city's recreational system back to¢ where it was in 1937, and

throws into discard much of the progress made in playground develop-

ment during the past eight years,  In 1957'there were 8,100 juvenile
accldents in the city; in 1941 there were.G,OOO auch accldents. As
the result of closing these playgrounds we can eXpect an inqreaSe'of
2,000 juvenile accidents dﬁring the forthcoming year; because

children for whom we have provided safe fécilities will have tq play

in the streets and other dangerous, uncontrolled areas, From the

2?:“_
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 at£ached map and liét of playgrounﬁs.it can be seen that this
condition will be felt throughout nost of the city,

Attendants assigned to Coney Ieland, Rockaway and South
Beaches will be reduced from 547 to 355, ‘Each hot day during the.
“summer, 1,850 cubice yards of refuse anﬂ garbage ars déposiféd onr
.these beaches.. Our eiyerience has shown that the beacheslégnnot_be
lept cieaﬁ with fewer men’ than those.provided last summer, Thié was
Qemonstrated a few years ago when the asslignment of this personnel -
wa 3 delayed, and conditions on the beaches became intolerable, With

this reduction in:personnel, 700 cubic'yards of refuse énd_garbaga
will be 1éft‘0n the besches every day %o'decay and gutrefy. Edch
succeeding warm day will add 145 quota to this hotbed for the
'-propagation_of'infectidus germs.

The 10 temporgry FPoremen hired only for the summer months,
hormally assigned to the beaches, have beeﬁ completely elimihated,
which means that the 355 Attendants still left in the budget will
‘ have no supervision, _Without supervision reasonable efficiency |
cannot be expeéted of_theSe'men._ This will aggravate even further,
the'unséﬁitary condition of the beaches, |

The 14 temporary auto Enginemen hired other summers, have
been completely eliminated, which means that tractors and other
automotive équipment.on the béaches must be operated by inexperiw 1
enced, incompetent heip; The rate of accidents to the vehicles and
to the public will be incressed, deterioration of fehioles_will be
greatly accelérated, and these vehlcles after they are worn out can-

not be replaced, even if funds are then made availsble.
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In order to reduce the cost to the taxpayers of operating
park_facilities, I recommended in 1936 -that a charge De placed on
thie use of swimming pools and other facilities., I_asked thét the

income be placed in & serarste .fund to be used only for the cost of

operating these facilities, We were advised at that time that this

- could not be done without legislation and that all revenue had to

be deposited in.the General Fund, As a compromise, the budgets'for
the last six yeafs-have shown the cost of operating these facilities
as a charge against the Tax Levy oudget, Last year it amounﬁed to
approiim&tely %900,000. 'The income derived from the operétién.was;_
deposited in the General Fund gné'the anticipated receipts in the
General PFund were inéreased accordingly.  This year, in order to
make the Tax Levy portion of the buéget appéar lower, this charge
wag entirely eliminated, and I.understand that by 2 new kind of
bookkeéping, the receipts are to be set up in a specisl account'an&
the operating éést paid in this waye. | |

’

The operation of 11 indoor swimming pool, bath and

. gymnasium buildings in Menhatten and Brooklyniwill_be reduced~to one

shift of eight hours per day, six dsys a week, by dropping 44

Attendants, 9 Licensed Firemen, and 2 Stationary Enginecers now

- employed, and by reducing the time of 24 Licensed Firemen and ¢

:Stationery Engineers one dsy a week, During the second shift last
year these buildings were used by 622,000 individusls. This will
.also deprive 185,000 school chiléren of their regular swimming

instruction arranged in cooperation with the Board of Education.

————,
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The_heé‘ging and other mechani_cal'ins’taliatioﬁs in these buildings
aré complicated, expensive pleces of'hachinery, which reqﬁire
~constant care by qualified mechanics, DBy throwing out 9 Licenscd
_Firemén and 2 Stationary Inzineers and recducling the time of those ‘
~remaining, the maintenance of this equipment cennot be kept up, and
_ the_city will be faced with repalr bills out of all proportion to_
ﬁﬁe slight saving gained by this éoﬁcalled € COoNnomy .

Tempofary Assistent Gardeners ﬁéually hired. for the-
summer Season for the care of 1aWns,-shrubﬁery, and general maintenw
anée work,~have been;reduced by 185, This reduction means that no |
maintenance ﬁork can be.done in a great wany of the smaller pafks
and in 1500 landscaped_street mells and triangles throughout the
city. This includés such developments gs the plets in the ceﬁter\
of Broadway above :59th Street in Manhattan,'the landscaping of |
Ma jor Deegsn Boulevard in The Bronx, the malls on Linden.Bouievafd
“anéd Kings Highway, Brooklyn, the malls on Gueens Bouie#ard'in Gueens,
and the malls on Drumgoocle Boulevarﬁ.in_ﬁichmond. The landscaping
.of.the Hutchinson River Farkway Extension in The Bronx, éné recently
completed sections of Belt Parkway in Brdoklyn, whiech cost %250,000,
cannot be touched.. The lawns and shrubbery will grow up to weeds,
and the slopes will-be eroded to such an exbent that they will hsvé
to be reconstructed at some later date.

There will be no men availsble for the eliminetion of
ragﬁeed,-poison ivy, and.bther-nozious plants throughcut,thﬁ'park
system. It was Alfficult to keep up with this work last yearj.it

will be impossible this year. i



The dropping of these 185 temporary positions from the

- hudget is estimated to save $201,452. The elimination of.these

185 Assistant Gérdeners from the summer.maintenance force in ﬁhe
parks will result in damage to park lawns and landscaping whidh it
will cost at least that amount to repair or reconstruct; and this
.is called economy.

The eiimination of 90 temporary Atﬁendants normally
assigned to publid comfort stations throughout thé'city means that
a2 corresponding number of such stations all over the city will be
‘ bperated on gne eight hour shift instead of two shifts,  As a result,
| many of tﬁe persons who normally would use these fascilities will
cormit nnisances at the doofways and in the parks. The ensuing
condition Will_be'e health menace and a pubiic nuisance which the
reduced force will not be able to remedy., | |

The department's request for a Forewan of Bridge Painters
and 12 Bridge Painters was entirelj diéregarded. - As has been
pointed out te the budget authorities, during the past elght years
the department has put into use brioges, viacduets and other steel
structures, with a total paint surface of 5,494,000 sq. ft, This
amounts in other terms to 126 acres, or approximetely 50 city blbéks.
 These structures must be painted periodically to preserve them and
~ to save abnormal maintenance and repair cosits. They cqst.miliions
of dollars to construct; and unlessvthe older ones are repainted
immediately, repairs will be far in exeess of the cost of mainten-

AXiCe e



This general reduction of park pergbnnel, coupled with
additional duties of the Police Lepartment, which have reduced
ﬁormal police asslgnments to parks, mist result inevitably in
increased vgndalism, unsanitary conditions, assaults, violence and .
_inability to assure the safety of the public. The recent cfime
wave in thelnortherly reaches of Central Park is stillsin force,'es
evidenced by the assault and brutal beating and robbing of a 60
year 01ld man in broad daylight onlﬁ a few days agos At the time
of this occurrence the poiiceman responsible for the section of the
park Where.the assault took place, had to cover 80 acres, the
equivalent of 32 city blodks, and ﬁark employees were also attempt~
in@ tn cover impossible sreess, ’

‘ The Executive Budget proposes also tn eliminate 1%7 vacant
positions in various titles. TFailure to refill these'posifions,
end the 140 vacancles caused by men called to the armed servicés,
has already resulted in substantial damage to numerous. park
structﬁrbs aﬁd'developmentS'because the remaining_force was unabls
to make 'repairs when needed, This condition will become progressiveu
ly more serious as time goes bn. It is significant-that even undef |
the.stress of the present emergency,'materials for msintenance and
repalir of éxisting structures arc invariably exempted from procure-
ment reguletions cstablished By ﬂhe Viay Production Boafd and_othér
Federal agencles. It is unfortunate that the oiﬁy budget authoritiés
are'SOIShort~Sighted as té neglect.the mfintenance of the.¢ity's '

capital investment..



The prbposed_ExeCutive Budget fails to recognize the
additional burdens to be borne by the park forces bécause of the
war emergency, A number of antiealircraft and séérohiight units are
’alreédy housed within the park system eﬁd‘more are due. This'usage '
places many additional responsibilities on us, In addition, all of
our field men have been designated as Air Réid Wardens or as |
members of the Public Works Emergency Division. A1l of the depart-
ment's equipment‘has'been.organized for ser&ide under the Public
Works Emergencw Division for demolition, cleanﬁp, and decontamim -
nation, Organizétion anéd treining of these forces in first-sid and
other dﬁties has already taken thousands of men days out of the
anhual spring work program. It must be evident to the most casual
observer that the parkways and parks are not kept clean ofllittér
o ab all times, and that many standards of éepartmentﬁoperation have
already had to be lowered, and will now decline oven more.sharply.
This condition of litter, shabbiness and neglect in the parks will
be the sub ject of increasing public criticism.

' Thers are already indications that the use of our parks
will be abnormslly héavy this summer. Many people who were in the
habit of_finding redreation'in the countfy will be kept at home' 
becaﬁse of the shortage of .rubber anc¢ gasoline, war reéponéibiiitiaé
.and curtailed incomes. Thousands of people whose salaries are
statie will not be able to affdrd to send theif families and

children to beaches gnc¢ cemps this summer, and must get.whet



recreation they can within city limits,.

With the present inadequate force the detericration of

‘parks from this overload would be extremely heavy. With forces

reduced as proposed in thé 1942-~43" bxecutive Budget, many parks

‘will revert to conditions as bad or worse than those which

cbtained eight years ago, It cost the peopie hundreds of millions
of dollars of Federal, State and City funds to bring their park
system ub to its present condition during the past eight yeeors, and
the prospect is that a substantisl portion of this investmeht will

be completely lost in the coming fiscal year.

T
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Playground
Playground
Playground

- Playground

Playground

‘Playground

Playground
Playground

Playground

Playground

Playground

PLAYGROUNDS NOT TO BE OPENED

Belt Parkway and 72 Street

Belt Parkway, 78 to 80 Streets
Belt Periway, 94 to 95 Streets
Belt Parkway, 98 to 99 Streets
Belt Parkway, 3 Avenue to 5 Avonue

10 Avenue, 52 to 53 Streets

- East 15, 17 Streets, North of Avenue S

Gowanus Parkway, 2nd Avenue, bet. 55 & 56 Sta.

Shore Parkway; E., 12 St. & Homecrest Avenue =
QUEENS

Central Avenue to 70 Streeﬁ

45 Street and 21 Avenue

el

_ ‘ .
Parkway South 114 Street, South of World's Fair Boulevard



PLAYGROUNDS IN PART-TIME OPERATION

Lillian D, Waeld
Playgébund

Corlears Hook Park
Jasper Oval
Yorkville
Piayground
Thompson Strest

St. Catherinet!s Pari
Sauer |
Annunciation Psrk
Columbus Park
peWitt Clinton Park
Hamllton Fish Park
John Jay Park
Tompkins 3quare
Carmgﬁs?ille
Hamilton Place:
John J. Murphy Park
East River Drivé
Playérouhd
Playground
Playground
Playground
Playgrdund

MANHATTAN

Cherry, Monroe and Gouverneur Streets
Essex and Houston 3treets

Jackson and Cherry Sts., East River Dr.
St. Nicholas Terrace, W, 136 to W. 138 5ts
E. 101 Street, between 2 and 3 Avenues
Cherry, Clinton and Water Streeis

95 Thompson St., Bet. Spring & Prince Sts.
1st Ave., E. 67 to E. 68 Sts.

E. 12 Street, between Avenues A énd B
Convent Avé., Amsterdam Ave. & W. 135 St;'
Baxter, Mulberry, Bayard & Park Sts.

11 to 12 Ave., W. 52 to 54 Streets

E. Houston, Stanton, Sheriff & Pitt Sts.

East River, Cherokee P1., E, 76 to 78 Sts.
Ave., A to Ave, B, E; 7 to E. 10 S5ts.,
Amsterdam Ave.,, W, 151 to 152 Streets
Hemilton Place and W. 140 to 141 Streets
Avsnue (¢, East River Drive, E. 17 3treset
E. 119 to East 120 Streets

6 Avenue and West 3 Street

Houston and Sullivan Streets

Houston and 6 Avenue

Houston, McDougal and Sullivéﬁ Streets

50 Street and 11 Avenus



-D;Kovats
Queensboro Qval
Washingfon'Square
Bernard Downing
Colonial

Harlem Housing
Carl Schurz
Playground
‘Playground
Playground
Playground
Playground
Playground B
Louls Govillier
Manhettan Bridge App.
Seward Park

_ Rumsey |

Great Lewn
Central.Park
Hudson Park
Plsygrbﬁhd

' Highbridge Parkl'
Highbridge Park
Highbridge Park
Highbridgé Park

Thomas Jdefferaon

P

MANHATTAN continued _ ' N

Eaét River Drive, York Ave. 91 to 92 Sts.

W. of Sutton Place, bet. E. 59 to E. 60 Sts.
Ne cDougal to Vooster, Waverly Pl., W. 4 St.
Columbis, Delancy, Sheriff snd Brooms Sts.
Bradhurst Avenue and West 151 Street

Harlem River and 150 Street

E. B4 Street_and Eagt End Avenue

Lewls and Rivington Streets

‘E. B4 Street

150 Street, West of 7 Avenue

106 Street and 5 Avenue

106 Street and'Lexington Avenue
Morningside Avenue and West 123 Street

1st Avenue to East'Rivér, E. 125 to E. 124

Bowery and Bayard Streets

Canal, Hester, Essex & Jefferson Streets

Central Park, East of Mall

Central Pérk'

106 Street: _

Hudson, Leroy, Clarkson Sts. & 7 Ave,
Randall's Island

167 Btreet and Amsterdam;Avenue

West 173 Street and Amsterdam Avenue
West 180 Street and Amsterdam Avenue
West 189 Street and Amsterdam Avenue

lst AVGnue and East 111 Street
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‘ MANHATTAN Continued

St. Nicholas _ "~ S8t. Nicholas Avenue and West 141 Strest

5t. Nicholas Terrace 3t, Nicholags Terrace and W, 129 Street

Inwood Hill West 207 Street' and Seaman Avenué -
Riverside Park ' Riverside Drive and W. 74 Street'
Riverside Park Riverside Drive and W. 82 Stfeet
Riverside Park Riverside Drive and W. 97 Street
Riverside Park Riverside Drive snd W. 102 Street
Riversides-Park Riverside Drive and W, 105 Street
Riverside Park Riverside Drive and West 107 Street
Riverside Pérk 5 Dyckman Street
Riverside Park =~ Riverside Drive and V. 148 Street
Riverside Park Riverside Drive and W. 165 Strest
Fort Tryon Park Riverside Drive .to Broadwgy and Dyckman St,
Fort'Trfonk?ark' ‘ Bénnett_Avenue

. Fort Tryon Park 191 Street and Overlook Avenue

BRONX

Plavground ' Bronx Blvd. and Roaewood Street
Playground Bronx Park East and Reiss Place
Pla?ground: . , Bronx Park East and Boston Road
Claremont Park - - Clay Avenue and 170 Street
Claremont Park Weeks and Mount Eden Avenues
Crotona Park - #1 Crotona Park North and Crotons Aveﬁue
Crotona Park - #2 Crotona Park North and Marmion Avenue

Crotons Park - #3  Crotona Park North and Watierloo Place



Crotona Fark
Crotona Park
Crotona Park
Crotone Park
ﬁrotona.Park
Devoe Parﬁ

Playground.

' Lyons Square

- #4

- 1z

,Moéholu_Parkway

Mﬁllaly Park
Fort Independ
Playground
Orchard Beach
Saint James P
Playground |
Playground

Playground

ence

ark

Louis Zirmerman

Williamsbridg
Van Cortlandt
Vincent Cicea
Playground

Playground

6
Park So.

rone

Fort Schuyler

" Playground

Playground

®e
BRONX éontinued

Gfotona Pérk East, opposite (174 Street
Crotona Park East, bet ,Charlotte &-Suburban
Crotona Park: East and Wilkins Avenﬁe
Crotona Park Scuth and Clinton Avenue

173 Street and Fglton Avenue

University Avenue and West 188 Street

150 Street and Park Avenue

Aldus Street and Longfellow Avenue

Mosholu Parkway, Northeast of Jeroms Avenue

River Avenue and 165 Street

~ Jerome Park Resefvoir & Sedgwilck Avenue

177 Street and Noble Avenue

Adjacent to Orchard Beach Parking Fileld
Jerome Avenue ?nd.Eaét 191 Street |
Wiatzon, Gleason snd NHoble Avenues

East 183 Street and Ryer'Avenue

Teasdsle Place and East 164 Street
Clinville Avenue, South of Britton Strest
East 208 Street and Bainbridge Avenue

240 Street and Broasdway

188 Street and Hughes Avenue

141 Stréet and Brook Avenue

Spoffard and Faile Stréets

Pennyfield Avenue and East RiVer,Throggs Neck
East 182 Street and Belmont Avenue

Cauldwell Avsnue
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:BRONX Continued

Playground MecCombs Dam Road and Goble Place
Mott Haven Health Cen, East 140 Street, East of Alexander_ﬂvenue.
Playground Bast 156 Street and Alexander Avenue
Pelham Bey Park - #1  Bastern Boulevard and Willow Lane
?élham Bay Park - #2 Eastern Boulevard and Sands Place

Saint Mery's Park W. " East 149 Street and 3t. Ann's Avenue

BROOKLYN
Mount Prospect ' Bastern Parkway and.Flatbush Avenue
Bushwick Park Knickerbocker and.Irving Avenues
-Bushwiock - Knickerbocker and Putnam Avenues
Playground Lafayette and Reid Avenues
Tompkins o Tompkins and Maroy Avenues
Playground Stuyvesant Avenue and Marian Streeb _'“
Brower Park ' Brooklyn and Prospect Avenues
Rudd : Aberdeen Street and Bushwick Avenue
Playground Hopkinson Avenue snd Dean Strest
Playground Blake and Euclld Avenues
Playground " Pitkin and New Jersey Avenues
Playground - Sulli?an Plece and Nostrand Avenus
Playground  Riverdale and Snediker Avenues
Playground Elton Street and New Lota Avenue
Canarsis Park- Beaview Avenue snd East 80 Street
Playground | 95 3treet and Avenue L .

Playground Avenue V and East 1% 3treet



Playground
Playground

" Playground
Playground
Playgrcﬁnd‘
_Playground
Playground
City.Park
Carroll |

State 3treet Pler
Meclaughlin Park
Playground
Playground
Playground
Playground
Cadman Plazs
Playground
Lindsay Park
‘LaGuardis

| Playgrdund
Gréenpoint
Playground
‘Willismsburg Bridge
Mc Kibben
Playground

Playground .

BROOKLYN Continued

New York and Clarkson Avenues
Flatlands Avenue and East 38 Street
Marine Parkway and Nostrand Avenus
23 Street and 5 Avenue

Port Hamilton Parkway and 52 Sfreet
Prospect and Greenwood Avenues
iS.Avenue and 83 Street;

Plushing and Park Avenues

President and Court Streets

Foot of State Street

Bridge and Tillary Streétg

Union Street and Van Brunt Street
Smith Street and Luqueer Street
Jay and Nassau Streets |

4 Avenue and President Street
Fulton and Tillsry Streets

Park Avenue and Taaffe Place
Johnson Avenue and Boerum Street‘
Havemeyer and South 4 Streset
Chérrx Street and Vandervoort Avenue
Franklin and Commercial Stréets'
Underhill and Prospect Avenues
South § and Befry Streets

Wnite and McKibben Streets
Broadway énd Kent Avenus

2 Avenue and 56 Street
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BROOKLYN Continued

Playground
Playground
- Playgropnd

Playground

| Woodhaven.Park Playgd
Playground

Flushing Meadow Park
| Flushing Meadow Park
Alley Park

Alléy Park
'Cunningham.Park
Cunningham Pafk
Grover Cleveland Park
" Grover Cleveland Park
Juniiper Valley Park -
Juniper ﬁalley Park
Newt.own

- Raymond M. O'Connor
Daniel M.IO*Connell
.Bridge Plaze

Bridge Plazé

Astorias Park

2 Avenue and 39 3treet
16 Avenue and 70 Street
38 Street and Dahill Road . _

10 Avenue and 42 Street

" QUEENS

88 to 89 Avenues, near 90 St,, Woodhaven
179 Place, north of Jamaica Avenue
114 3treet, south of Hordce Harding Blvd.

114 Street snd 37 Avenue

‘No. of Grand Central Pkwy near 76 Avenue

LN

Grand Central Pkwy, Union Tnpk. & Winchester

No, of Grand Central Pkwy at parking space

Grand Centrsl Pasrkway opposite 193 Street

Grandview Avenue and Stanhope Street

Stanhope Street opposite Fairview Avenue

74 Street and 62 Avenue

Dry Harbor Rosd béﬁween 62 and 63 Avenues

56 Avenué and 92 Street

32 to 33 Avenues

113 Avenue and.196 Street, 3t. Albans .
Crescent & 27 3ts., bet. 42 Road & 45 Avenue
22 end 23 Streets - Briage Plazn South

Ditmars Boulevard, 19 St., 25 Ave. & E.River .
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QUEENS Continued |

Astdria Park | Opposite 23 Avenue near Shore Boulevard
Triborough Bridge App.-Hoyt Avenue North to South from 21 to 23 Sts.
Triborough Bridge App.-Hoyt Avenue North, 29 to 31 Strests

Alvert C. Benninger  Madison Street, West of Fresh Pond Road

Chisholm Park Poppenhusen Avenue, Esst River
Crocheron Park ' 35 Avenue and 214 Place - |
Playground Atlantic Avenue, 125 to 127 Streets

 Flushing Memorisl Fld.-Bayside Avenue, 25 Ave., 149 to 150 Streets

Playground Braddoqk Avenus znd 240 Street

Playground 127 to 128 Streets bet. 18 and 20 Avenues
Playground 15 to 20 Avenues, west of Whitestoné Phkwy .
Playground 115 Street & 114 Avenue, College Point

St Albans Memorial 174 Street near 113 Avenue

Howard Beéch ‘ Hawtree Basin-Shellbank Basin-Jamaica Bay
Liverty Park 173 Street at 106 Avenue |
Liberty Park Liberty Avenue snd 172 Street

Liberty Park ‘Liberty Avenue and 173 Street

FPorest Park - OverlookuKew Gardens, Park Lene S0, & Interborough Pky
Forest Paék-Victory F1d ~Woodhaven Boule&ard and Myrtle Avenue

Forest Park : Park Lane South and Freedom Drive

' Forest Park | | Park Lesne South and 79 Street

Forest Park Park Lane South at Metropolitan Avenus



Michael J, Mshonéy
Abrahesm Levy Memofial
Playground

Clove lakes

Cldve Lakes

John E. White

Playground

Wolfe's Pond
FPaber Park
Nichoia g De Matti

Reinhard E.Kaltenmsiler

}Mariner's Harbor

Schmul Park

Stapleton

- RICHMOND

Beechwood Avenue, Crescent & Cleveland St.
dJewett and Castleton Avenues
_Lincoln Avenue & Midland, 10 & Boundary Aves
Clove Road

Victory Boulevard

High St. to Lyman Ave., bet, Sumner & Bay Sts.
Winter and Bilasmark AVenues. | .' o
-Holton to Cornella Avenues on Raritan Bay
Riéhmond Terrace, foot of Faber Street
Tompkins Avenue and Shaughnessy Lane
-Virginia Avenue and Andersoﬁ Strect
:H@rbor Road near Rlchmond Terrace

wild Avenue and Pearson Street

Hygeia Place and Grove Street
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msz::_L. CENT:;.; PARK , ‘April 13, 1942

The Department of Parks smnounces that boxing instruc-
sion and training for the coming tournament leading up to city
championships will continue until Saturday, Mey 16, at all the
designated boxing centers including those situated in the swimming .
1)001 buildings.. |

These centers are located as follows:

Colonial Play Center, Bradhurst Aveﬁue & West 145 Street, N, _Y. C,
Thomas Jefferson Play Center, EBast 11 Street & First Afrenue:, N, ¥. €.
Eas‘s 54 Street Gym, 342 East 54 Street, New York City '

West 28 Street Gym, 407 West 28 Street, New York City

McCarren Play Center, Driggs Averue & Lorimer Streetl, Brooklyn
Astoria Play Oente'r, 19 Street opposite 23 Drive, Astoria

Crotona Play Center, East 173 Street & Fulton Avenue, Bronx

Cromwell Play Center, Murrsy Hulbert Avenus, Tompkinsville, Richmond

238
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ' ;
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK : : For Release. Friday,
. April 10, 194
TEL. REGENT 4-1000 P BL-57-2601 | pr 2

Delivered 4/9/42 .M.

The Department of Parks will let contracts this spring for the develop-
ment of the portion of Marine Park, Brooklyn, betwsen Shore Parkway, Flatbush Ave-
nue and Rockaway Inlet., Funds were éet aside for this waterfront improvement by

“an amendment to the Capital Budget which was approved at yesterday's meeting of
the Board of Estimate, following favorable action by the City Planning Commission.
The amendment will now be forwarded to the Council for consideration.

In order to compensate for the loss of the Barren Island section of
Marine Park which was condemned by the Navy in connection with the expansion of
Floyd Bennett Airport, it is planned to fill and improve the low marsh area west
of Flatbugh Avenus. The work will consist of the construction of an entrance road-
way and parking fisld, approximately 1,000 lineal feet of bulkhead and a storasze
area for boats adjacent to the end of Deep Creek. Extending southward from Deep
Creek and parallsl with the shore development a mooring basin will be excavated
approximately 1,200 feet dy 2,200 feet. The excavated material will be spread over
the adjoining low areas and land under water to provide usable park uplands. It is
axpacted that construction will be started early this summer.

The expansion of Floyd Bennet Field makes it imperative to remedy the
traffic congestion on Flatbush Avenue between Avenus U and the Marine Parkway
Bridge. The Federal Public Roads Administration will construct this improvement
as part of its program of access roads leading to defense areas. Adjacent to the
Airvort between the Shore Parkway and Marine Parkway Bridge, Flatbush Avenue will
be widened approximately fcrty feet on its westerly sides. The new roadway trsat-
ment will consist of two, thirty-six feet wide roadways sepavrated by a forty foot
wide mall. A system éf acceleréting and decelerating lanes leading to turn-around
points in the mall will permit access to the new park arsa and to the entrances to
the Airport from beih direetions without a direct crossing of traffic. North of
the Belt Parkway, in the vicinity of Avenue U, Flatbush Avenue will be widenoduon
its easterly side., A five-span steel viaduct with approach ram@s will be con~ “
structed in Flatbush Avenue to carry thrcugh-traf:ic on Flatbush Avenus over Avo-
nue U. This viaduct will bs forty-cight feet wide and will have two traffic lanes
in each direction separated by a dividing curbe s

The New York State Department of Public Works is preparing contract

drawings for the highway work and construction is scheduled to start this spring.
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS WaDNESDAY
© ARSENAL. CENTRAL PARK _ N For Release. April 8 ¥ 1942

TEL. AEQENT 1000

DEV: B-L-210-203
L0C 1 B-L~210-204

Pix: #21368
#21389
#21370

Del: 4/7/42
2:00p.m.

.UP

The Department of Parks announces the opening of a

" ‘new playground et Third Avenue from 34 to 35 Streets, Brooklyn.

This is one of three erees ecquired by the Triborough Bridge
Authority. in commestion with the Gowanus Perkway and assizned
to the Department of Parks for playzround purposes.

Slightly over ~ns aore in area i% lies immedietely
agst of thelGowanus Parkway. ' The improvement inoludes new wide
éoncrete aidewalks; a briek comfort étation, s weding pool, a
oombination basketbal.'i and volleyball court, two groups of play
apperatus end a largs .irrigated diggex;y for chi.ldren bordered
with beﬁchea for mothers. Also four handball courts are located
in fhe rectanrular offset at the aouth and of the playground.

Tha work was done by the Work Projects Adminiatration
from plans prepared by the Department of Parks, In 1934 thers
wefe'lls playgﬁoun%f in the fivé.boroughs, 63 of which heve been
reconstructed, There are now with this add;tion, 468 playgrounds

in the perk aystem.
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

-  ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK o - For Release__ MONDAY
_ THL. RO 41008 )&l af] ,( April 6, 1942
Dev. B-L-28-1007 = | *7 Crrernda 100 s s f hueds ey
Los: B-L-28-1008 W/ ' - AL
. pix: The ﬁepartment of Parks ennounces the campletion of a new playzround and
1371 .

: 18721214 house, part of the 40 aore racrea+iona1 davelopment now approaching oampletion
T fersrez

" Del: Dbetween the Belt Parkwav end the Golf Course in Dyker Beach Park, Brooklyn.

4/4/42

- 12:50 noon Thg field:house, 8 one story brick structure, approximateiy 44' x 100Y,
| | ie located aﬁ tha eaﬁt end of the athletic field in a paved plaza deéigned ag &
focal point for the park entrances and boundary walks.

A central lobby and administrative office provides acoess to the building
whioh conteins comfort stations, showera and locker rooms. therior entraneeg to-
the comfort stations are provided at each end of the fisld house.

The playground is subdivided into £ive fencewencloged units containing a
soncrete weding pool, a free play ares, shﬁffleboard courta, play slides, play -
swings, a pipe frame exercise unit, a sand pit, seesaws, kindergarteﬁ ﬁlidas, ahd.
chair swings; slso basketball, Worseshos pitohinz, paddle tennis, and handball
courts. A battery of nine tennis éourts w11l be available.

' The adjacent development whiph wiil be complated later this spring con-
8lsts of three ﬁain afeas auﬁdividad for various uaes. A 30 aecre athletlo ovel will
be divided in helf by a IQD foot wide tree_ﬁianﬁed mall flanked by tw@rhgﬂeh lined

.-pfomenadea. The two fields are being dévelopea symmetrically, each containing two
regulﬁtion ﬁasaball diamonds, three scofthall diamonds, one football field with re~
movable goel posts, and concrete bleaachsr with double wWings. . '

The entire field will be bordered by wide bench lined walks with connec-
tions to the Parkway path system end marginal sldewalks. A vériety of trees and
shrubs will be grouped around the grasslsurfaéed fieldas which wlll not be opened for

piay until a sultable turf has bécama-astablishsd.
| Thélworﬂ-pas performed by the Werk Projects Adﬁigistratiﬁn from plens p?e—
ﬁared by the Department of Parks, In 1934 tﬁere were 119 playgrounds in_the five

boroughé. There ars now with this addition 467 pléygrounds in the perk system.
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~ DEPARTMENT OF PARKS - | _
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release_ FRIDAY

BT Y

T Risme 41000 : April 3, 1942
f
The Department of Parks announces the opening on Seturdey
morning, April 4, of nine of the ten municipel golf courses.
The Split Rock Course in the Bronx w1l not be opened until
_ §aturday, April 18, because the fairways on this layout have not_driad
cut suffiolently. |
At Van Cortlandt Golf Courss, olosed in part last year, the
entire 18 holes will be available for play on Saturday.
Permits for seeson play on the courses have been on sale et
all the borough offices for thelpast two weeks. The cost of the season -
. permlit 1s the same as last yesr, flve dollars. This permits the holder
- to play on any muﬁicipal'course on weakdays and an additional oharge of
50¢ per round 15 made on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays., 78¢ is the
doat of a daily weekday permit smd one dollar for dally permits on Setur-
‘days, Sundeys and hélidays;
Following are the courses to be opened on Saturday, April 4
Dyker Beach Golf Course - 86 Street & Seventh Avenue, Brooklyn
Van Cortlgndt Golf Course - 242 Street & Broadway, Bronx
Mosholu Golif Course - Jerome Avenue & Holley Lane at Woodlawn, Bronx
Polhem Golf Course - Shore Road, North of Hutchinson River Parkway, Bronx
Foreat Park Golf Course ~ Park Lene South & Forest Parkway, Forest Park, Queens
Kissena Golf Course « North Hempstead Turnpike and Fresh Mesdow Rosd, Flushlnw
Clearview Golf Course - Belt Parkway, Bayside, Queens

Silver Lake Golf Course - Silver Leke Park, Viectory Blvd, & Park Road, Richmond
LaTourette Golf Course ~ Forest Hill & London Roeds, Richmond.

v
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. .DEPARTMENT OF PARKS | - |
S ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK . For Release Wednesday,

T REa&wr 4—1000 _ ' . . April 1, 1942

Leo. B:i.-is_s-1o4
Dev. BL-198-1085
¥ .

" Pixs fo1%68 The Department of Parks announces the opening of a new playgrouﬁdn

*elgézefn the two acre recreational development rapidly nearing completion and id-_

:5.1, cated in the block bounded by East New York Avenue, Albany Avenue, Lefferts
5/31/43 fvenus and Kingston.hwenue, Brooklyn.

12:45 noon
._ This proverty was formerly owned and dperated by the Commercial
High Sphool Field Association fdr the exclusive use of thé students of the
Alexander Hamilton High School. Early in 1940.the property was-deeded to
the City for uge as an athletic field and recreational aree for the joint
use of.high achool atudenté.and local residents on condition that the City
maintain it in perpetuity Tor its prescéibed.use. | |
.%ha éld field ﬁas 6ompletely_enclosed by beard fence and contained
a Tootball field, two séctions of bleachers, a amall concfete bleek building '
with iockar.space and twoe handball coﬁrts; All of these items wefe removed
in premaration for the new develop@ent which consists of a grsesater variety
of:facilities-drganized to permit more efficient uge and.maintenance.
. The area has been completely enclosed by chaiﬁ link femnce, ﬁ portion
'of which, aiohg the north and south vroperty lines, is set on new conéreté rE=
taining walla.. These structuras.hare pérmitted the éfading and paving of level
play surfaces. Two gate controlled entranée stalrmays from Lafferts Avenue
. will provide access to the one and one quarter acre grass surfaced athlétic
{ru ) field, at the west end of the property. A new.five-tier édnerete bleacher
| exténding along fhe north boundary of the field will elsc serve to retain the
gouth sidewmlk aioﬁg Isfferts Avenue whith is 3 to & feet above the athletic

L}
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The three-quarter acre bituminous surfaced playground adjacsnt to
.Albany Avenue 1s separated from the athletic field by a chain link fence with
a.connecting gateway. The play area is subdivided into the following units
by fencing and block paved pane}s containing benches and iresai-~

School Age Apparatus Area:

Pips frame exercise unit
Play slides

Battery of swings
Shower basin

Drinking fountain

Pre~School Age Apparatus frea:

Slides

‘Battery of chain swings

Seesaws _ _
Sand pit - continuous benches on three sidss

Court Gameé Area

2 conerete surfaced handball courts
Baskethall court with removable gzoals
Pians have been completed for a field house and comfort station to
ve built in the fubure beitween the athletic field and playground.
The work was performed by the Work Projects hLduministration fraﬁ
plans prepared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds
in the five boroughs, 63 of which have been reconstructed. There are now with

this addition 466 playgrounds in the pari system.
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- 7 DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
o ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK ' For Release_ SATURDAY _
Tav. REGENY 4-—1000 - March 28, 1942

The Park Dopartment announces the opéning of the Annusl Easter
Flower Show st the Greenhouse in Prospect Park (Prospsct Park Wesf and
7 Street, Brooklyns-on Palm Sunday, March 29 st 10300 am. The exhibit
will be open to the public easch day thereaftsr for three weeks from

110:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. o

The exhiblt this yearzis one of the finest of these annual

shows, More than 300 varietiss of flowers are represantgd by 5,000
spacimens, The-main-faature of the show is a huge cﬁoss 25 feot ﬁigh.
made up of purs white Bermuds Lilies and beautiful light pink Azeleas
and banked with Genistas, Shoﬁer of Gol& Plant, and nink Rhododen&rons
at the base of the’cross._ Loading to the steps of the cross is a path.

. of grass with a Victory Garden of Azaless in over 100 warieties.
I As o background for the central motive, the walls of the Green-

house are banked with a colerful display of flowers in great varisties,

among which are Cineraries, Calceélaridg, Sweet Peas and Snapdragons.

Aok ARk kKR

Press photographs may be taken at any time.

23?-

el Mt ani s e e



DEFPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release Friday, .
TRL REr 41000 March 27, 1942

| The Department of Parks will _presenf the "KEEP-HM ROiI.ING REVUE
OF 1942* at thé New York Gity Building Rinks on Friday, March IB'?, 1942,
| As in the VICTORY ICE REVUE presented at the building a few weeks
8g0, the program will include several ballet and group numbers, individual
exhibitions, comedy acts and nofel‘&ie;;.' The performers are amateur skaters
deieioped and trained at the City Building Rinks, and if the overwhelmihgly
successful ICE REVUE may be congidered a criterion, this pressntation should
ﬁmve very intéres'tiﬂg and entertaining. ’A msica'l accompaniment mll be
provided by the City B“uiiding's pepular orgenist. The admission fee will bs
the cﬁatorpary ‘evening rate of 40¢ f&r everyons, and it will entitie patronsg
to the use of either rink before and after fha ghow, .There will ﬁe no in-
terruption in ice sksting during the REVUE, which will begin at 8:30 P.M.
" and last approximetely an hour, |
The rinks may be re_aéhed via ;he I.R.T. or BeM.Te Flushing Lines,
111.8treet Station.

The ice rink will remain open through April, end the roller rink

will continue to operate through May.

22
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The Department of Parks ennounces that the New York Stete Indoor Speed )
Ice Skating Championships will be held on Swumday, March 22, 1942 at 5:30 p.m., in.
the skating rink at the New York'City Building, Flushing Meadeow Park, Queens, |

Three hundred and seventwaive amateuwr skaters from New York, New
Jersey, Comnectlout and several other New England States, have registered for

.these-championships, vhich are sanotioned bv the Middle Atlantic Skatiﬁg Associa- -
tion Inc., Northern Néw York Skating Assoqiation ﬁﬁd.Wbst New York Skating.ﬂsso—
ciation of the Amateur Sketing Union of the United States.

Fourteen speed sﬁating_events, ranging from the gquarter mile to the two
mile race are included in the program for Senior Men and Women, Intermgdiate Bbvs
(under 18 years), Junior Boys {under 16 yeers), Juvenile Boys_(under'14lvaars),

'Midget Boys (undsr 12 yesrs), and.Intermediate Giris {under 18 vears). Thres.
GVentg, the half mlle, one mile and twn mile, closed to skaters who are registéred _
members of the liddle Atlantic Skating Association have been included elso 1n the
Drogram, .

Some of the ocutstending skaters in the Men's Division who will compate
are: Henry Van Putten, present holder of the North American Indoer Speed Skeb-
ing'Ghampionahip as wall as the 1542 winner of the Inter-City Indoor Chempionship,
‘and the Tri«Sfate-Oﬁtdoor Championship; and Roy Jirickson, wresent title holder of
.the Metropolitan Indecor Five Nile event.

in the Senior Women's Bivision, twenty yaar o214 Virﬁinia Jehmn, of Cres-
¥ill, New Jersey, a New York Universit§ studant, winner of the'Siiver Skates,

2 mlle event, 1942 and the present Molder of the 4 mile, Metropoliten Indoor
Chaﬁpionship and Alice Burﬁham, 1942 Metropﬁlitan Qutdoor and Indoof Champion,

and the winner of the % mile and 3/4 mile of the North American Championship,

_heve registered for the New York Stats Champlonships. 21‘



Champions in tho other age divisions will also compete, includiﬁg Frank
Williams, Junior Divisibn, holder of Ndrth American Indoor Chaméionship and John
3chneider, Intermediate Division, winner of the 1942 Silver Skates and the
.Natiqnal Outdoor Champlonship,
| Gold, silver and bronse medals will be awarded by the Park Department to
the 1lst, 2nd and 3rd ﬁlace wiﬁner of each event.

Speotators w 11 be sdmitted to the skating championships by payi;ng the
regular sdmission feé of 40¢. Extra seating has been orovided.

The roller skating fink will be open to the oublie from 7:30 p.m. to
11 p.m., on the seme evening upcn payment of the 40¢ admission charge. .Roller
skates wlil be furnished without any additional sost.

- The cafeteria will be open during the course of the evening, and a

variety.of food and drinks may bs purchased at reasonable pricss.

The Néw York City Building, Flushing Meadow, mav be reached bys:.
1.) I.R,T., B.M.T, and 2nd Avenue Lines to 111 Street Stationm,

2.) Flushing Ridgewond Trﬁllsv to Flushing Meadow Amphitheatre - walk left into
- ' the park,

3.) independent Subway ,Train marked "E", "F" or "G" to Roosevelt Avenue Sﬁation,—
Change for T.R.T. or B.MM. to 111 Strest. The Park may be sntered at thg
following gates: 111 Street and 54 Avenué; Horace Harding Boulevard,IBOO
fest east of the Grand Geﬁtfal Parltwey; Roosevelt Avenue, eagt of Grand
Central Parkwav. Adeguate frae perking facilities are available et both

the north and south sides of thae building.

sk Kk dokk
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The Department of Parks announces the oompletion of work in sonnection
#ith the recenstruction of Bensonhurst Perk end the addition of a new nlevground,.
baseball fields and other racreation-facilitias, This nineteen aore expendad park
lles south of Cropsey Avenue between Bay Parkwey and 21st Avenue extending to thé
bulkhead at Gravésaqd Bay; Borough of Brooklyn. Intersactedlby the Belt Psrkwny
the horth section had begen pertially developed along Cropsey Avenus with walks,
promenades, gra;s vanels and planting erourd e comfort station. |

The old park area has been inoreased in sizse. Fiftéan acres were added
at the time that the Belt Parkway wes constructed. This was done by pumping . éaﬂ&
“beyond the seawall which was erected at ~the outshore end oP tha property.,

The two préviously undavaloped triengular areas on either slde of the
periway have been provided with vlay areés end ball fields. The north sectien
has a large ciroular grasélplot;-a somioliroulsr a&sphalt surfeced playground éd~= 
jacent to Bay Parkway containing a concrete wading pool witﬁ removeble goals for
-voiley ball and basketball, an irrigated sanéoit with benches on.three sides, |
'swings, slides end sessaws, and a ovipe framo e#ercise unite

Also a court gome ares at the northeast corngr of this secéion of:the
park has been provided withltwo double handball courts, ftwo baske%ball sourts,
four shuffleboard courts, end s combination roller and ice sketing area.

ﬁ softball diamond with hooded chain link fence backstop is located
south of this srea aéjaoantjto the parlway.
| Between the perkway end the bulkhead premenade a large semloirouler
fence enclosed field has been aeeded aﬁd developed with two softball dlamonds.,
Thess however will not bs open for play until such time as the turf will withstend

; continuous usage., Bench 1inad‘aspha1t walks encircle this arsa and odnnsot with

-the exiéting bulkhead promenade along which oentinuous benches have. also béen'in-

stelled facing the bay. _ S 20
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A battery of eight bitﬁminous surfaced temnis courts have bsen buiit at
the sast end of this erea adjacént_to the Gravesend Bay boat yards and wharfs.
Several hundred feet of riprap wall edjacent to the tennis courts and at the‘?obﬁ.
of Bay Parkway wers rebﬁilt. |

170 sbrubs'and o%ef 200 trees including 40 flowering erabapples were |
planted along fha paths, afoﬁnd the play areas and in groups ahhut the newiy:seeded
or sodded lawns; |

| The project which was built by the Work Projects Administratio% from plgns.

- prepared by the ﬁepartment of Parks also included'stOfage and meintenence buildings,

 drinking fouﬁtains, benches, flagpole, drainage, irrigation and lishting,

In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds in the five bernughs, 83 of which have

been reconstructed., There are now with this addition 465 playgrounds in the park

system,

ok dokE Rkok
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The Bepartmant of Parks ennounces that
10,436,000 flounder fry furnished by the United
Stetes Fish and'?a‘iid life Service were depoéite:i

- Thursday, Marth 12, in the deep channels of
Jamaica Bay in the vicinity'of the boét_ hoﬁse

 at Cross Bay Boulevard Bridges . '

The Rockawey Chamber of Coﬁlmerce also de-

k posited a similar emount in the waters adjacent

e

t0o Beach Channel Drives
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The Department of Parks announces the birth in

the Central Park Zoo of a beby cemel oh March 9.
| ‘The new arrival weighing 65 pounds 1s the daugh-

ter of "Artie® -and “A.llj", 7 year old Bactrian camels.

The Ifather and mother valued at :;;‘»1506‘._%;'0 a
gift $o-the Zoo by an anonymous donor -0'11 November 22,1941,

The mother and her baby a.re"doing'well and are
now 'oﬁ_ exhibition in the antelope house.

_ Photogranbs may be taken at any time.
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The Department §f Parks ennounces that season permits for.golf_and‘tenf
nis facilities will go on sale, Wednesday, March 18. The price af'thesﬁ permits
wlll be the ssme ms last Yéar, five dollars for golf and three dollars for tennls.

A seagson golf permit is zood on week days, but on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays
there is an additionai charge of fifty centa to pérﬁit holders., The daily fae per-
mit for pldy from Monéay to Friday costs sevanty-five cents and.cne doliar for Séﬁur-
days, Sundays and holideys. A season tennis permif is zood for vplay at eny time.
A locker permlt for the season costs f‘ive. dollars for golf and two dollafs f‘qr -
- temmis.

Applisants for permits must furnish photographs, nne and one~half inch

by one .and one~half inch with filled out spplications. Permits ma@;r be procured
- by application in person or by mail by applying to fhe varioﬁs Borough Offices
located as follows: | |

Manhattans Arsenal Buildingl

84 Street and Fifth Avenue
. Brooklynm: Litehfield Mans:.on
A : Prospact Park West and Fifth Street
Queanss - The Overlook

Union Turnpike and Park Lane
Forest Park, Kew Gardens, L.I.

Bronx: Bronx Park East and Birchall Avenue
Bronx Park

Richmond: Clove Lakes Park
: Clove Road, Wast of Victory Boulevard

‘Dus to the uncertainty of spri'ng weather, definite dates f_or the opening
of the golf courses and clay tennis courts cannot be set at this time. If weather
conditions sre favorable, it 1s expected that the golf courses will open on Satur-

~day, April 4 and the clay tennis courts on Saturday, Apri) 11._

Sk gkk Rk ' : ' '7
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| " Tho Department of Parks announces that the third boxing exhibitlon in

;ﬁ’;:g a sories of eight will take place at the Park Department Gymnasium localtod at

#1.”'1 542 Fest 54 Street, Mankattan, Friday, March 6, at 8:30 P.M. Admission is free,

This exhibition will consist of eight bouts renging from 118 1b, through
the 175 lb. class. Bach boxer will bo a novice, who has rx»‘.ace*."n:redi his training -
under the_ supérvj.sion of park peraoﬁnel, whosoe knowledge of and practi;cal eicpori-—
ance in tho mm'i' gelf defensa, qualificd them asl. 'ix_xs’tructorac

Trﬁining for this exhibition 'beg_‘an last Docémbor,. whon the Park Dopart-

' mont ing.luded_ jT:Joxing for the first time in its schedule of recroational activities
and adgquately supplicd 8 contors throughout the fivc boroughs with all th'o‘neaaa;-
sary ogquipmont, During this comparatively short spsn of two and é balf months,

- the rogular attendants at the i:o‘xing sosslons have gone‘ through a courso of bhody
building exercisos followed by iinstructiona in the fundamontals suc]:l ast the pro- '
por posit.ion ofl hands and foet, precision and timing of the left jab, loft hook,
uppar_cu't,' right hand cross, blocking, shifting, otes 'Whilp all theso points
ara pi-acticed on the light and heavy punching bags, thc real test of thoir propor
‘oxccution is obtainod in actual bouts.
| The program for thoe exhiib itién at tho East 54 Strect Gymmasium n_axt
Friday..‘pight is 'as followa! |

105 Yb, Class

Thomas Wagner Ve Micahcl Kotovka
o 120 1b, Class .
Louis Schuddloe vs. Anthony Giloia
118 1b, Class
Peter Olmoz : vE. Michaal Tripone.
_150 1b, Class * "

Silvio DiOrio V8. - Josoph Alvarez

- - 165 1b. Class . - |
Albert Lguila VSe Epich Schauor . ,




~ ’__2. ~

170 1b, Class
Grant Panaroso " vs. - Eddic Nichols

147 1b, Class
James Scolard V8. ' James Hyland

120 lb, Class
Ossie Rodrique V3. Angel Borgos

135 1b, Clase
Thomas Anzalone VEe Bernard Henrick

The official reforeo will be Bon Carubbia, & student at the Savage
School for Physical Education, and 1941 winnor of the Hetropolitan A. A, U.

135 1bes Championship.

Included among the gucost referoos will bo John Gaddi, an official refe-
roe of the Hetropolitan A. A. U., who won threoo National A, A. U. boxing champion-
ships in one tournmament at Newark, New Jorsecy, in 1916; and, Arthur Siskind, popu-
larly known among boxing enthusiasts, as "Young Otto", ?ho is tho only profes-
sional boxer to win 16 consecutive bouts by knockouts iﬁiqno minute of the first
round.

Judging by the widespread interest and large attendanco at tho two PrC-
vious exhibitions, it is cxpected that Bast 54 Street Gymnasium will bo filled %o
capacitys A portablo ring, constructed at tho Park Department shops, will bo sob
up in the eontor of tho gymnaéium floor and oxtra scating has been nrovided for.

The remaining oxhibitions arc scheduled as followas:

Yost 28 Stroet Gym, 407 Wost 28 Stroot, N. Y. C, ~ Jarch 10
licCarren Play Conter, Driggs Ave. & Iorimoi-St., Brooklyn - March 13
Astoria Play Contdr,_lQ Stroot opposite 23 Drive, Astoria, Queens -
Marech 18 '
Crotona Play Center, Fast 173 St. & Fulton Ave., Bronx ~ March 24

Crormoll Play Conter, Murray Hulbort Avo., Tompkingville, S.l.-
March 27

Upon completion of those oxhibitions, proparations will be made for tho
city-wide boxing tournamont lcading up to championship bouts in the late spring,

at which prizes will bo awardod %o the winnors of the various weight divisions.
* Kk k % :
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The Board of Estimate toda;y-acdeptad 8 gift of & lai*ga tract
of land for__\_a pai-k in the Riverdale 'sée-'&iém 6: the Bronx. The new
waterfront perk was donated by the Dodge and Periins families and is
part of fhe eatatesg wihilch have béen held by them for many 3;ea.rs. I
. is one of the most ﬁmpor‘tant park gifts received by the oity i§ Te~.
csnt vears, | .
The proper'by lies on & high bluff overiooking the Hudson River
west of Palisade Avenue 'between West 247th Street snd West 254th Street_,a
| ‘The gift cbmprisa:s 42 acres of land‘val'ged at i$322,000. of which 37 aéx_;e-s
will be used for park, snd the balance for the opening of Palisade Aveﬁue.
~ Under the terms of the agreement, the city will acquiré an
pdditional eight acres of land to Yound out the park. This will be
acquired by'condermﬁati_on as an assessable proceeding.
The comhiﬁ_ed. area of the park gift and the varcels to be ac-
quired by the city is -.iS aCI'es, |
An aﬂ.d:.tional gift of similar land by the Douglas esta’ce aouth N
of the Dodge-Perkins donation is pendmg, snd will be nl&ced before the
Board of Estimats in a few weeks, |
This L8 a valuable addition to the park system since this sec-
tion is completely lacking in recrea’tional facilities. Riverdale has
béen davalopiﬁg rapidly wit.h apﬁrtment. houses an_d there are few large
open provertiss left. Because Hof the high va.‘L:uelo:E‘ wateriront _].and'for
_ regidential upe, it is doudbtful 4if ﬁhe- city could a.cquire 'auch' 8 large
tract ﬁy other meanse |
The property is rugged in character end will be used primarily
as & local scenic emd recrégtional area %o pressrve .i‘cs z}atuml charac; 1 6

Yeristics and the excellent view across the Hudson Rivers
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The Devnartment of Parks anncunces new arrivals in the Pros-
pect Park Zoo, - twin lion cubs. These recent bundles of fur, weighing
one pound each, are son and daughter of Rex I and Helen.

The cubs are the third litter that Helen hag presented to
the Prospect Park Zoo. The mother and her babies are doipg well and
are confined in special quarters, awaiting their debut on Sunday,
March 8, at which time they will be placed on »ublic exhibition in
the lion houses.

Both the father and mother are ten-year old African, for-
est-bred, lions. The father was presented to the Zoo in 1935 by
Metro Goldwyn Mayer and the mother was presented in the same year by

5. Klein.

* % % k %k ¥

Press vhotographers may take pictures
gtarting Monday, March 2.
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This year many fishlng areas have heen set aside by the Department
of parks for salt water anglers and surf casters of New York City who, be~
cause of the tiré-and aﬁto rationing and the restrictions on off-shore fishe
ing boats, must necessarily fihd their recreation in naérby boundary waters.

The areas and their season and hours of operation, are located as

follows:

QUEENS

Jacob Riis Park, North Shore - at all times

Cross Bay Boulevard Bridge - at all times

Cross Bay Parkway Bridge - at all $imes
*Tacob Riis Park Beach, Bay 13 - 8 PJ to0 8 A, .

*Rockaway Beach, Beach 17 to Beach 21 Streets - at all times
*Rockaway Beach, Beach 21 to Beach 73 Streets - & P.I. to 8 4&.M,
*Rockaway Beach, Beach 126 to Beach 149 Streets - 8 P.M, to 8 AL

RICHMOND ]

oife's Fond Beach -~ Qciober %o L.ay daylizht hours :

¥South Beach - October to May, daylight hours .
MANHATTAN

Southwest corner of Randall's Island ~ all ysar, da:y'llght hours
107 Street Pler, Bast River - all year, daylight hours

BROIMA
“Twin Island, Pelnam Bay Park ~ all year, daylight hours
Talepcoss Poin_t Pelham Bay Park = all year, daylight hours _
North of old Bunter Islend Bridge, Pelham Bay Park-all year, daylight hours
Sea wall at parking Tield adjacent to Hyntington Mansion, Pelham Bay Park -

all ysarn, daylight hours

Urchard Beagh side of lagoon, Pelham Bay Park-October to lay, da,}"l:l.g,ht hours
¥erry Point Park - all year, daylizht hours

%&nardib Pier « at all times

ghora Pariway, waterfront Promenade betwsen Ft, Hamilton snd Bay 8 Straet -

at all times . _{M -
Steeplechase Pler(abutment) - at all times -DW bt panbe
Steeplecaase Pier(voth s Pier, Nortl omg - Do ober to May,
S 4 «% e ponly = S AL

: *Goney Taland Beach - Ocvober to May, 24 hours Wi
Bay 14, Bast & West of pier - May to October, 12 Midnight to 8 A.M,
Iieptune Avenue & West 25 St.{irea on Waterfront Promenade) - at all times

*SURF - '
_ CASTING | | _ 13
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On kionday, March 2, at 8:15 P. li, a "FOR VICTORY ICE REVUE OF 1942"
will be vresented at the City Building in Fluéhing Meadow Park, Queens.
Besides several ballet numbers by the entire cast of forty, all pa-
trons of tile rink, Irving Jaffee, Olymoic Speed Skating Champion; Wilbur Meyer,
Barrel Jumping Champion, Yvonne Shemman, ll-year old sensational skater from
New York Figure Skating Club, and lois Goellsr, l4-year old National Skating
Chrampion, who is Cinderella iﬁ the Revue, will psrform.
In aﬂdition, Carol Lynn, acrcbatic skating sensation and ithe "Thres
Rookies™ commosed of KNeil Rose, Meryle Baxter and Don Arthur, all from "It
Hanpens on Ice™ at the Center Thester, have volunteered their services to make
this show most enfertaining. The "Three Hookies™ is the newest act in ice
skating and has besn proclaimed to be the funniesgt act ever produced on ice.
Roller skatingz will be permitted before the ice show, which will
lest an hour, After the show, both roller and ice skating will be permitted
until 11:30 P.M,, instead of the usual closing hour of 11 Pelis
There will be no increase in the usual admission fee of forby cents.
The fellowing ié the prozram to be presented:
ACT I
"Sweetheart Polka™ - Folk Dance with entire chorus
AT 1T
"Spinning Whizzes" - Alphonso Cornetta and Mildred Pigas
ACT III

#Skating School" - Irvins Faffee (Olympie Chamnion)

(2,



ACT IV
"Cinderella Ballet™
Scene 1
a. "Dance of the Flowers"(Tchaikowaki)-Girls' Ballet
b. "Entrance of Cinderella™ « Lois Gosller
Scene 2
as+ "Dance of the Hours"{Ponchielli)-Girls' Ballet
be Mieatinz of Cinderella and Prince™ - Lois Goeller & ILee Clark
¢. hcrobatic Dance - Carol Lymn{Of *It Happens Oun Ice™)
Scene 3
"Wedding Waltz" - Entire Chorus
AT ¥
"Speed Exhibition™ - Irving Jaffee
ACT VI
"Solo" - Yvonne Sherman{New York Figure Skating Club)
ACT VIT
"Speed and Barrel Jumn Exhibition™{Distance Record Atteant )-Wilbur Meyer
ACT VIII

"Thyee Rookies" - Neil Rose, leryle Baxter and Don Arthur
(Of "It iappens On Ice"}

ACT IX
"Military March®™ - Entire Chorus
ACT X

Finale -~ Entire Cast

* ok % %
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The Department of Parks asnnounces that 8 boxing exhibitions will take

February 20, 1842

place at designated centers in the five boroughs beginninz Friday, Februsry 20,

and ending Friday, March 27, sccording to the followingz scheduls:

Location Exhibition Date

Colonial Play Center, Bradhurst Avenue & West 145 Street,N.Y.C. February'zo

d Wt

Thomas Jefferson Play Center; Bast 11 8t. & First Avenue, K.Y.C, February 27

East 54 Street Gym, 342 Zast 54 Street, New Tork City M¥aroh 6

West 28 Street Gym, 407 West 28 Strest, New York City Marsh 10

MeCarren Play Center, Driggs Avenue &% Lorimsr St;, Brooklyn March 13

Astoria Play Center, 19 Street opposite 23 Drive, Astoria March 18

Crotona Play Center, East 173 Street & Fulton Avenue, Bronx Maroh 24

Cromwell Play Center, Murray Hulbert Avenue, Tompkinsville, March 27
Riehmond

Boxing was added to the department's program of recreational sctivities
last December, when 8 centers were equipped with rings, mats, heavy and lizht
punching bazs, gloves, skippiﬁg rovas, first aid material, etc, Park personnel,
who had practical zxperience in the training of boys and young men interested in
boxing, were put in charge of each senter,

0f course, the primary objective of this activity is to improve the
physicel condition of young men in wholosome surroundings. While some boxing
champions may be developed at these sessions, the program is intended to teach
the partlicipants the fine points of thelart of self defense.

Several hundred boys and young men, ranging from 14 to 32 Years of age,
have been reéular attendants at these boxing centers for the past two months»

The program includes exercises and calisthenic drills for the purpose of tuning
up the body so thet it can withstand the exacting ordeal of boxing, where agility

in movement, quickness of perception and coordination bstween mind and muscle are

|
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necessary factors prerequisite to the attainment of boxing skill.

Following this preparatory training, the boys are taught the various
points of boxing including the proper position of hands and feet, precision and
timing of the left jab, hool, right hand cross, blocking, shifting, ete., While
"all these points sre practicsd on the light and heavy punching bags, the real
test of their proper execuntion is obteined in actual bouts,

All the boxers et these schedulsd exhibitions will be nmvices who have
received their training under the supervision of Park personnel. They will be
classified into three age groups: 14-16 years, 16-18 years and over 18 years, on
the following weight basis: 112 1bs., 118 1lbs,, 126 1bs., 135 1lbs., 147 lbs.,
160 1lbs., 175 lbs. and cover Easch exhibition will ccnsist of B bouts.

The program for the first exhibition at Celonial Play Centser, on
Friday, February 20, st 8:30 p.m., 13 as follows:

100 1b. Class
Leon Russell (14 vears) TS, _ Richard Collins (14 years)

110 1b. Class
Esme Springer {14 years) VS, Livingston Springer (14 years)

- : . 165 lb. Class
Cliff Thompson {19 years) V5. Buddy Davis {20 vears)

165 1Ib. Class
Ernie Austin (17 years) Vs, Clarsnce Wood (17 years)

| 147 1b. Class
John O'Neil (13 yeears) V& Regzgie Furber (19 years)

147 1b. Class
Deotha Rankin (18 yesrs) Vs, Billy Bligen (19 years)

135 1b, Class
Peroy Hsmpton (18 years) VS, Dudley Perdy (18 years)

160 1b, Class
Al Brown (17 years) : VS, Preddy Brenson (18 years)

Upon completion of the exhibitions, preparetions will be made for the
sity-wide boxing tourpnsment leading up to championship bouts in the late svpring,
et which prizes will bs awarded to the winners of the varicus ags and weight

divisions.
' e
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Loc: B-L-215-104 - Fobruary 9, 1942
S¢vs BL-216-103

Q-L-301=-104
Tols The Department of Parks announces the bezinning of construction on
1: 30 Peliie

2/7/42  two playgrounds, one of which is located in Brooklyn and the other is Queens.
The Brooklyn site is adjacent to Public school #35 located in the
.middle of the block bqunded by Sumner Avonue, HoDonough Street, Lewis Avenue
and Decatur Strest. It was acquired in Ju1;?2§ Tlgg year by the Board of
£stimate for school and recfeational pursoses. The nlayground will be oper-
ated jointly by the Board of Educetion and the Dep#rtment of Parks.
In preparation for the new work eizhteen two and three shory hriek

tuildin s sre being demolished. The vlayrround, anoroximately 200 feet

squars, will lie immediately west of the existing school which 1s bsing con-

sidersbly expanded by ths addition of a long winz parallel to MeDonouzh Street.
Acoegss will be controlled by thres zates, one leading to the snhool portal and
one each to MeDonough and Decatur Streets. The followiny facilities will be
provided: softball diamond with hooded chain link backstop, ons basketball
court with removable s*tandards, T+0 concrete surfaced handball courts, two
practice basketball standards and thirty-four units of park benches,
Additional wroperty wss slso acguired for a future playsround east :;;
of the school building at the cornsr of Lewis hvenue and Decatur Street. .
In Quesns adjacent to Public School #4) looated in the block bounded
by Brinkerhoff Avenue, 160th Qtreet, 109+n Avenue and Union Hall Street, the
HJoard of ﬁstiﬁate acquired by condemnation the remainder of privately owned
property at ?he gsouth end of this hlock, slightly over ons acre in extent.
This pareel together with the 2;3/4 acres south and west of the existing
school building, formarly acquired for expansion of tha schnol and development

of o playground, will permit more adequate facilities than orizinally plarned.

1O
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Locatad in the South Jemaica section of Qﬁeens, & nsizhborhood of
one end two story frame houses cccoupled by families of low income groups,
the new supervised recreational area will provide much needed vlay facilities
for this underprivilsged community. The South Jamaice Housing Developmant,
located two blocks west, arcomodates 1500 psrsons, 207 of whom £211 within
the ages of 6 to 20 and require sdditionel playground service, The lsarge
vlayground at Public Sehool M8 directly west of the Long Island Reilroed
tra~ks is inaccessible to this district.

The new playszround, to be opverated jointly by the Department of
Parks and the Depasrtment of Education for school and neirzhborhood »play,
will utilize the entire blﬁak excapt for ths portion oceuvied by the school
building which is now beinz expanded by the addition of a four story wing.
Twarnty=-three one to two and a half story freme buildings sre belng demo-
lished in prepsration for the new develooment which will provide the fol-
lowing facilities: eight concrete surfaced hendball courts, wading pool,
briek comfort stetion, irrigated ssud nit and sittiny srea, seeseaws, slides
and swings for ore-school and older children, a pipe frame exercise unit,
two large open free pnlay ersas, three practice basketball standxrds, one
basketbell court with removable standards, two softball dismends with hooded
chain link backstops, three paddle tenmnis courts and thres shuffleboard courts.

Entrances will be easily accessible from ths school buildine and the
bourdary sidewalks,

The playsrounds sre beinx construected hy the Work Projects Adminis-

tration from plans orepared by the Denartment of Parks.

dokk Rk Ak
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TEL. REGENT £-1000 M“\‘:}""“-@‘F{ %w January 28,1942

Bids were opened today by the Department of Parks at the Arsenal Buiid-
ing in Ceniral Park on a contract for the completion of the planting at the west
end of Zast River Park, The existing mall opposite the Vledeck Houses south of
East.River Drive and extehding from Montcomery to Iﬁckson Streets was consiructed
in connmection with the development of the 20 acre Corlears Hook section of East
River Park, Approximately 85 feet wide and 1,200 feet long, the mall was pro-.
vided with a bench lined promenade and tree bordersd grass panel, Unseasonal
planting conditions made it necesgsary to defer the balance of the tree and shrub
planting until this spring. Two hundred flowering shrubs and twenty-five addi-
tional shade trees will be added to the park to screen the parking arsa and dock
structures from the Drive and to provide seclusion for the sitting areas.

Bids were alsc takem on a contrac£ for the installation of & chain link
fence along the south side of the ﬁall t+o control pedestrian traffic between the
ad jacent apartments and the water front development.

These two contracts together with a current WPA project for the con-
struction of a small sitting park between Bast 12th and Bast 13th Streets at the
noxth end of the 1} mile shore front park will provide the finishing touches to
this 55 acre recrsational aresa.

The three lowest bids on the vlanting contract were as follows:

1. Grand View Nurseriss $3,912,00
6 Grand View Ave,, Mt. Vernon, N. Y.

2. John Gozo 4:’.218100
171-08 84th Road, Jamaica, N. Y.

3. Roman Landscape Centracting Co, 4,483. 10
551 - 5%h Avenue, N, Y, C.
The thres lowest bids on the fence contract were as followss

1. Union Fence Construction Co. $2,030.00
342 Madison Avenue, N. Y. C.

2, Rosa Galvanizing Works, Inc. 2,171.00
389 Kent Avenue, Brocklyn, H. Y.

3« Anchor Post Fence Co. 2,354,92
9 RBast 38th Street, N, Y. Ca

® % * X



MEMORANDUM
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

Date Jgivary 21, 1942

FROM: . 'Heaalii

Prepare reply for my signature
Prepare reply for signature of
Reply direct

See me on attached

Give me memorandum on attached
Send copy to

For your approval X

For your disposition

For your information

Note and send to General Files

REMARKS
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR REIM '

TEL. REGENT 4-1000
‘ Toararng 2. 4, m*f:u-
oK _

The Department of Parks announces the completion of a new 1} acre triangu-
lar playground located at the intersection of York Avenue and Essht River Drive
extending from E. 91 Street to E, 92 Street, Manhattan. The si‘be formerly occu-
rled by a garege and gas station was acquired for recreational purposes by the
City in connection with the East River Drive development.

The playground consists of two main fence enclosed areas subdivided info
smaller units by block paved panels containing benches and trees. At the west
end along York Avenue is provided a wading poocl end gitting area, irrigated sand
pit, 4 seesaws, chair swings, slides, swinga, pipe ;rme exersise unit, 2 shuffle-
board courts and a free play areas bordered with bhenches.

In the trianguler area adjacent to East River Drive are 4 concrete hendball
courts and combination free play area with roller and ice skating rink,

A 4 foot high wrought iron picket fence has been installed in back of a
.naw curb along the.west side of York Avenuse to control pedeatrian access to the
playground,

The work was perfonmed by the VWork Projects Adn;inistrat ion from plans
preparsd by the Department of Parks., In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds in
the five boroughs. There are now with this addition 4, 4—playerounds in

the park system.

* ¥ ¥
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Pre

pared by Mr., Thompson

¥-108-1 NEW PLAYGROUND
EAST RIVER DRIVE & YORK AVE. - MANHATTAN

The Department of Parks snnounces the completion of & new 1-1/2
aers triaangular playground located et the intersection of York Ave. and
Bast River Drive exteniing from R, 9lst St, to E, 92nd 8¢, The aiﬁe whivh-
was formerly occupied by a garege and gas station was aoquiro%ky theCity in

coonection with the East River Drive development(For reereational purposes.

The playground consists of two main fence enclosed areas wivhehwans..

subdivided into smeller units by block paved pansls containing benches and
moat the W |

aloag York Ave.
gL

Irrigated send pit, (N EEEES‘ewimmitorageres

4 Seesaws_,
. Chair swings {<BlENees:.)
28 Slides -

GMW

Swings, (0NN

Bt A s

Pipe frame exercise unit ,

2 Shuffleboard courts aiveie o

évo Play Area Bordered with Benches gya—brieie-eaafost
Tutarey
' 9?\‘./ zﬁ; Trisnguler areas Adjacent to B, R. Drive of A e

4 Gonerete handball eourt '
Combinetion free pley areayasd roller sketing and
1oe skating, rink wh DA,

A 4 foot high wrought iron picket fence has been installed in back of
a new sUNOEMRENEY curd along the west side of York Ave. to control pedestrian

acceass to the playground,



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PaRK FOR RELEASE THURSDAY

TEL. REGENT 4~1000 January 22, 1942

The Department of Parks announces that work in
connestion with the converting of the Gracie Mansion in
Carl Schurz Park, Manhattan, into a permanent residence
for the Mayors of New York City, will start on Thursday,
January 22.

In order to progress these alterations end pro-
vide & vehicular entrance, the Mansion will he fenced off
and the buillding c¢lesed to the publie.

The work is heing performed by the W.P.4. from

plans prepared by the Dspartment of Parks.

Rk dkokE ko
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Releas.»

TE. REGENT 4-1000

FRIDAY

JANUARY 16, 1942

Admission %o spectators at the Clty
Building, Flushing Meadow Park, during the free
périod for the children on Saturday and holiday
mornings, will continue, except that the specta-
tors will only be permitted adm}ssion to the
balcony; they will no lonzer be permitted ad-
mission te the skating floor arsa,

Admissién price wi 1l continue the same

as before, 11¢ inclusive of tax.

sk *Ek kkk
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK _ Friday
TEL. REGENT 4~1000 FO!’ Releasr January 9, 1Y%

The Department of Parks announces that 205 park areas,in
all, have been set aaidé for ice skating throughout the five boroughs,

For the past three days, severﬁl thousand school children,
adolescents and adults have used the ice skating facilities at the 15 tennis
court areas, 134 wading pools and 29 other.suitable recreation areas, all
of which were flooded for this particular winter sports activity.

In éddition, the following lakes in the large parks ars open
for ice skating:

Manhattan - 59 Streét Lake, Central Park
Conservatory Lake, Central Park ( 72 Street )
Central Park at 79 Street and Transverse Road
Queens ~ Bowne Park Lake, 159 Street and 32 Avenue, Flusiing
Crocheron Park Lake, 35 Avenue and 214 Place, Bayside
Jackson Pond, 108 Street and 30 Avenuse, Richmond dill
Linden Park Lake, 41 Avenus and 103 Street, Corona
Pea Pond, lollis Court Boulevard and Grand Central Parkway, {Icli’
Captain Tilly Park Lgke, Highland -Avenue and 85 Avenue, Jamalcs
Twin Ponds, Brookville Boulevard and Merrick Road, Rosedalg
Bronx - Twin Lakes, Bronx Park North, Mosholu Parkway, East of iebster
Avenue

The other lakes will be opened as scon as the ice reaches
the 43 inch standard of thickness.

Ice Bkating will be permitted at ail lakes and at large
floodlighted areas until 11:00 P.hi.

Four ica’skating carnivals will be held on Saturday, Jeanuary 10

at 2:00 P.M. at the following locations:

S
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Manhattan ~ Conservatory Lake, Central Park

Brooklyn =~ Prospect Park Lake

Bronx = Vancortlandt Park Lake

Queens - Cunningham Park Lake (Sunday - Japuary 11)

Richmond ~ Clove lLakes near Victory Boulevard and Clove Road

These carnivals will feature events for juveniles, juniors and
seniors and special events will be included for members of the Middle
Atlentic Skating Assocciation.

A citywide winter sports carnival will be held on Saturday,
January 17, at the Conservatory Lake, Central Park, at which the first
five winners of each event in the borough contests will be eligible to
compete, Gold, silver and bronze medals will be awarded fto those who place
1st, 2nd and 3rd in sach event.

Twenty-nine hills in the various parks of the five boroughs have
been designated for coasting, togsther with fifteen sareas suitable for
skiing,

In the event of snow, a contest in snow sculpture and snow arcii~

tecture will be held on Saturday, January 17,
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GRORGE E. SPARGO
EKECUTIVE OFFICER

) e e __— WILLIAM H. LATHAM
_ .DEPARTMENT OF PARKS _ PARK ENGINEER

ARSENAL JAMES A, DAWSON

S4TH STREET AND FIFTH AVENUE ' : ‘SENIOR PARK DIRECTOR
' . CENTRAL. PARK
ROBERT MOSES JAMES A. SHERRY
COMMISEIDNER New YORK CITY CHIEF CLERK
Pinf: 20988 2684 December 29, 1941
19688 2881 :

Plan: NL 81-200— 25 "%

Deln

SR

Board of Estimate -
Municipal ﬁullding
New Yorx City

4:30 Pelke

Gentlemen:

The Park Department heas for some time been in doubt as to
the proper permanent use of the Gracie MunSiOH, which was completely
restored several years ago, anu has recently been operated as a
small, posteColonial nuseum. Most of the Turniture has Ween loaned
to the City, either by indivicuuls or by the larger institutions.

We were never able to cbtain either rugs or hangings. Thz cttend-
ance has hsen very small, and there is no justification for main-~

taining this building in Cpretition mit% maeh finer exhidbits in

the letropolitan Museum, The Museum of Ta: City of Naw York, and
elgsewhere and in other fully furnishsed wQQSLOna of greator historic
siznificance. ;.
: The suggestion has repeatecdly been nade that the Gracie

Mansion bo converted into a porneanent rosideonce for the Mayors

of Now York, It is eninoently suit:d to this psurpose. Thaz present
Mayor has concluded that this iz th2 buet wse Jor tais droporty,
and hes reussted the Pury Departacat to mekce plans for the cone
version of the bullding. Mr. aymar pmbury, Consulting Architect
of the Park Deépartment hos made those plans. The work can be <one
by the WPA, Certain furniture ond fittings will %o supplied by
the Metropolitan Museun, Tue Mugcum ol tihe City of New York and
tae Brooklyn Muscum whose c¢lrectors hove 5Lnerous1y offered their
adviece and ﬂbSlStQUCu.

_ In converting the Gracie Mansion into the Mayors! resldence,
tite puvlic comfort station in the basciient will be Climinated. A

‘saparste comfort station is being provided 3 part of the VPA Dro-

gran., The faecilitiocs reguired for the polico z2ndé tiw park na inten-
ance foreus will be providced in the bhazoormt., It is jroposca that
ths building be heated and kapt in repuir by the City as it has
beazn in the dest.

It will b. necessary to rance off tae Mansion znd to pro-
vide a vahicular catraance. _ ‘

The Mayor has usked that thisc matter be subnittad to your

'Board for its oons*acrgtion, with a rusolution cstablishing ths

York

‘//  Very truiywy@ufs, o |
/ ' omialssioner - L 4
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WHEREAS, The Board of Street Opening and Improvement
of the City of New York, pursuant to Chapter 320 of the Laws of
1887, did select, locate, lay out and acquire the park known as
Carl Schurz Park in the Borough.of Manhattan, City of New York,
and

WHIREAS, said park, as so selected, located and laid
out, contains within its borders a residence known as the Gracie
kansion, and

WHERSAS, this Board deems that a suitable and bene-
ficial public purpose Will be served if the Gracie wansion ve
hersafter the official residence of the iiayor of the City of

New York,

NOW, WHEREFOXL, BE I. RESOLVED BY 1il 304D OF \\

IBTILATE OF 1EH: CITY OF WEW YORK:

That the Gracie Wansion, locaved in Carl Schurz Park,
is hereby designated and made available 10 the use of the luayor
of the City of New York, as the officinl residence of the Mayor
and his sucecessors during their incumbency in office.

AD BE I7 FURIHER RISOLVID, that the Department of
Parks is hereby direcfed 10 make such alterations in the
Gracie Mansion as are necessary and required for its immediate
OCCUPANCY a8 fhe official dwelling of the mayor, aund to continue
to maintain and repair said building, reserving for the opera-
tion and policing of Carl Schurz Park so much of the basement

as may be needed,
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JHE GRACIE MANSION HISTORY

The Gracie Mansion is parvicularly fortunate in iis sivuazion, standing
on & rocky pojnt of land justing into the Bast River and commanding a beautiful
view of HEll Gate. From Dutch iimes this point of land has been called Horen
Hook, or Horn's Hook, and figured in the stormy days of the Revolution.

In the seventeenth century, the first known owner was Sibout Classsen
in 1646, who came from Hoorn, on the Zuyder Zee, and presumably named the point
of land after his native village. The property nassed through many subsequent
hands unsil gcquired by the well-known Delamater family in 1690, whé in turn
s0la it to the Waldrons in 1710. ¢

bamuel Waldron thus acquired a large farm of over a hundred and fifty
acres, partly by purchase and partly by inherivance, a part of which was Horn's
Heook, on which wvhe Gracie Mansion now szands. ‘he Waldrons owned tThis property
for sbout fifty years.

Avout 1760 Jacob iialton, at the vime of his marriage to Polly Cruger,
daughter of the biayor of New York, purchased Horn's Hook from William Waldron
and erected here an "elegant mansion™ for his young bride. Here vhey lived on
the site now occupied by the Gracie hansion until they were forced to leave sl
the time of the Revolution, when the house was coumandeered for the use of
troops. Here the smerican forces erected a redoubt of nine guns, called ihomp-
gon's Battery, to proiect New York from the English forces coming dowﬁ?the river.

In 1791 at the death of Jacob Walton, the property was inheriteg by

his four children from whom in 1798 Archibald Gracie surchased it. It is not
known whether Graeie enlarged Walton's house or had it removed and built a new
one, but judging from the style, the house was remodeled about 1800. The con-

struction of the fireplaces is similar to 18th century ones, and the window
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embrasures in certain parts of the house suggest the period of about 1760. 1%
is probable that Walton's house was used as a tavern during the peried from 1783,
when the Revolutionary scoldiers evacuated Manhattan Island, to the time of its
purchase by Gracie in 1798,

Mention of such a tavern is made in "Annals of New York Ciuvy" for 1786.
If it had undergone such hard usage at¢ the hand of troopers and then as a tavern,
Gracie would most certeinly have been obliged vo renovate the entiré house. The
mantels and other ornamental detail show Sheraton influence and must date from a-
bout 1800, at which time this style came into fashion. One whizte marble mantel
with pillars in the Clagsic styie would belong to an even later period.

Archibald Gracie was a wealthy merchant whose ships were "familiar on
every sea," flying a red and whive private flag. 71he Gracie Mznsion as his sun~-
mer home became noted for its gracious hospitality, and it is said that not in-
frequently aé many as fifty guests sat down to dinner,

Here were entertained among many notables, Wasghington Irving, Josish
Quincy, and last but not least, Louis Philippe, of the roysl house of France,
“ Washington Irving came often to the fireside and his inspiration for WAstoria"_
was received and part of his labors were pursued here and at the Astor Mansion
nearby. In 1813 Irving writes, "I find a very warm reception at the firesids
" of Mr., Gracie. Their couniry-seat was one of my strongholds last summer, as I
lived in ivs vicinity. It is a charming, warm-hearted family sand the old gen-
tle has the soul of a prince,"

Josiah .. guiney, after.being entertained at the Gracie lansion, wrote,
"ihe mansion is elegant in the modern style and the grounds leid out with great
tagte in gardens," A mighty ¢lm tree that stood at the point of land, overloock-
ing Hell Gate, was a landmark to every sailor and was considered the largest tree

on the Island of Manhattan.
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In 1819 Rufus King, whose son, Jemes Gore King, had married Archibald
Gracie's daughter, acquired the Gracie Mansion, and he in turn sold it shortly
afterwards to Joseph Foulke in whose possession i% remained unvil his death in
1852. “he following year his heirs divided the property into lots for sale and
the house and land passed through many hands until in 1891 the City condemned

it for a park. It formed the norihsrn boundsasry of Bast Eund Park and a new name

was given it, "Carl Schurz Park.,"

sk kokk KRk
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' DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release_. Wednesday,
TEL, REGENT £-1000 January 7,1942
FPlan: Contract No, Q-83=-142
Ei\‘” A YV Bids were opened todav by the Department of Parks at the Arsenal Building

‘»?\kv in Central Park on a contract for the construction of a traffic divider on the In-
teiboro Parkway and Grand Central Parkway in the Borough of Queens.

This safety device, waiel will be_installed along the center line of the
narkwayes, will nrovide a physical barrier between ovposite moving vehicles. Mo-
torists ghould be cautioned however that it will not prevent cross-over of uncon~
trolled cars at high épeed. The nroblems of designing this spnecial center curb in-
volved existing narrow righits-of-way bebtween walls and under bridsges which wonld
not permit the widening of the pavemént in preparation for the installation of a
typical dividing mall. It was nece ssary to keey the width of the curb to a minimum
whieclh: in turn contrelled its heizht to »revent the scraping of Bumpers and mudguards-
For aesthetic reasons also it would not be desirable to ersct high solid barriers.
The new curb consists of a reinforced concrete section 20 inckes wide and 14 inches
high above the pavement; It will be noured in nlace in a channel 3 inches dee» and
20 inches wide whick will Ye cﬁt alons the center line of the existing »avement.
Curved side walls will blend with the markway surface thus permitting cars tra-
velling at reasonable speed end direction to climb safely to the continuous cireu-~
lar bumpsr rail which will force the wheels to return to the pavement.

The new divider will connect with a similar installation conastructed in
1940 at the vpstern end of the Interboro Parkway in the Cypress Hills Cemetery sec-
tion. It will extend easterly with branches throughoﬁt the Connecting lLoovn at Kew
Gardsns and along the Grand Central Parkway to the Nassaun County Line, a distance

of apprdximately seven mileos.

In order to maintain a safe flow of traffic during construction, the first

item of work will be the painting of new white traffic lame markers. The exit road-

way from Grand Central Parkway to Queens Boulevard will be widened and apprpximately

1,000 lineal feet of wrought iron fence instalied on each side of the Interboro

Pariway at Jueens Boulevard.
The contract, which must be qompleted in six months, also includes the

removal and replacing of concrete curbing, concrete and bituminous sidewalk,
stripping and spreading topsoil, transplanting trees and shrubs and alterations
to drasinaze sgtructures.

The three lowest bilds were submitted by the following

1. Harris Grand $146,564,00
888 Montgomery 3t., Brooklyn, N.Y.

Ze Gould & Kress 158,325.00
242 Madison Ave., Smithtown, L.1.

3. Melwood Construection Corporation 159,782.50 3
507 Fifth Ave., New York City "
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TEL: REGENT 4~1000

The Denartment of Parks announces the completion of a reconstructed

one half acre playzround located at the east end of the block, formed by 73th
Street, 79th Street, 88th Road and 69th Avénue in Kiddle Villaze, Queens.

The old.development consisted of a dirt surfaced area enclosed by 8
foot high chain link fencing, a few vieces of play avparatus and a handball
court with wooden backstop. The reconstruetion provided for.resurfacing the
playground with asphalt t¢ provide for all year usage and setting the existing
boundary fence on a special conerete curb varying in heisht up to-three feet.
The »urpese of the new wall which extends around the nlayground was to permit
the grading of level play surfaces. A single gate controlled'stairway en—
trance provides access from 79th Street.

The project ineluded the installation of new facilities and the re-—
location of existing facilities as follows:

Brick comfort station

Free play area

Relocation of 2 practice basketball standards

New double handball court enclosed by 16 foot
high chain linlk fencing

Kindergarten Apvaratus Area

Existing battery of swings »rotected by new

4 foot high chain link fencing

Relocation of 4 seesaws :
One new slide

" School-Age Awvaratus Area
Relocation of a battery of swinzs proteqted
by new 4 foot high chain link fencing
Two new slides
Relocation of »ipe frame exercise unit
A five foot tree planted horder of block pvaving extends around
three sides of the playground along the new wall, The existing concrete
boundary wallks were widened and a border of block paving installed along
the property line.
The work was performed by the Work Projects Administration from
plans prepared by the Devartment of Parks. In 1934 there were 119 playvgrounds

in the five boroughs, 63 of waich have been reconstructed. There are now 463

playgrounds in the park system.
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TEL, REGENT 41000 January 5, 1542

The Derartment of Parks announces the completion and oneninz ol a
new three ascre nlayzround locatsd on the north side of Shore Parkway at the
end of 17 Avenue on Gravesend Bay in the Borough of Brooklyn. The-prdnerty

‘was acquired by condemnation in connection with the extension of Shore Park-
way to provide sgomething for thé neighboriiwod in connection witl: the arterial
improvenent. This new recfeational area serves the residents of the Thickly
populated gection of Bensonhurst north of Cropsey Avenue.

Iocated on a knoll on the center line of 17 Avenue extended is a
semi-cireunlar overlook sitting area commanding an uncbsiructed view over
Gravessand Bay and the Lower New York Bay. 4 concrete ramy skirts the brick
surfaced retaining wall which supports the overlook and connects with a 30
foot wide tree and hench lined mall, This sitting ares and pedestrian cone
nection leads to the footbridze over the parkway and divides the vlayzround
into two fence enclosed wlay areas.

The smaller western section wihich is subdivided into six use areas
by fencing, ﬁenches or tree planted block paved malls, contains the following
facilities: brick comfort station, shower basin, irrigated sand »it and sittirg

ares, aswings, slides, ssesaws and nlay houses for pre-school children; a pipe

frame exercise unit, swings and slides for older children; and vaddle tennis,
shuffleboard_and horseshos pitching courts in the court zeames area. |

Bast of the dividing mall is.a grass surfaced softball diamond with
hooded backstop. The northern half of this sectiorn contains two concrete sur-
faced hgndball courts and ftwo basketball courts.

In addition to these facilities which were constructed by the Work
Projects Adminisbtration from Department of Farks' plens the following mis-
cellansous items were included in the improvement: 5 drinking fountains,
flagpole in overlook area, park lighting and drainage, 44 Oriental Plane
treeé, 53 Horway maples, 1350 Japaﬁese Honevsuckle for slope nrotection and
7 Boston Ivy on the brick comfort station.

In 1934 there wers 11¢ pléygrounds in the five boropghs; 68 of
which have been reconstructed. There are now with this addition 455 »lay-

grounds in the park system.
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7/2 67 Sum nerschedule for outdoor SWimnaing pools -

7/3 & Indepéfifience Day Program track and field championships SO

/6 & Bl concerts to be sponsored by Pepsi-Cola Company

7T 70 Athletic fields to be open for candidates for Police exam.

7710 Horse sho@ pitching tournament at Heckscher Playground, Central Park
Uy, W

7/10 K/A 3 new playgrounds opened in Queens
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Con Edison sponsors concerts and dances with name bangd orchestras
July 16 - 23

5 new playgrounds as part of 2 and a quarter g mile development
fron Owl's Head Park to Fort Hamilton, Brooklyn

Closing of Orchard Beach due to July 27 downpour

swimming championship for men of 3rd naval district

3rd in series of 4 Naumberg Memorial concerts, july 31, on the Mall
New outdoor roller skating rink at Rockaway Beach

Municipal Tennis Championships in Central Park to start August 8

2 municipal golf championships on Split Rock Golf Course, Bronx, on Aug 9
Annual Swimming championship at Flushing Meadow Amphitheatre
Finals in Boys and Memi@m Division of Municipal Tennis championship in
Central Park

Municipal Golf Championships at Split Rock Golf Course rained out

8/8 to take place Aug. 23

Finals of Jacks Contest at Heckscher Playground, Central Park

Square Dancing at 105 St, and Riverside Playground

Harvest Dance contest for novices in all five boroughfs

Robert Moses attacks Pierce Trowbridge Wetter for being active in I W. W. 1
in 1924 :

Finals of Paddle Tennis Tournament in East River Park

17 outdoor swimming pools and 5 beaches closed on Sept. 7

Harvest dance contest eliminations announced

Last of Naumberg Memorial Concerts in Cental Park, Sept, 7

Completion of baseball field in four and a half acre plot at West Farms Road
and Bast Tremont Ave., Bronx

New St. playground to open and also dedication of memorial flagpole at Park
Avenue and Floyd St, Brooklyn

New playground to open on Central Avenue at 70 and 71 Sts. Queens

Closing date of Amateur Photo Contest on Sept. 19

Fall Harvesta a 10 department children's gardens in 5 boroughs

1 and a quarter acre playground completed at Aberdeen Street near Bushwick
Avenue, Brooklyn

Postwar sewage disposal and future bathing beaches and waterfronts at
Coney Island, Riis Park, Rockaway Beach, Orchard Beach, South Beach and
Wolfe's Pont

Chess and checkers tournament in Heckscher Playground on Sept 19 and 20
Harvest dance contest championship on Mall Central Park Sept 22

New playground at P.S. 35 at Summar Avenue, McDonough St, Lewis Avenue
and Decatur St., Brooklyn

Finals of Softball tournament at Macombs Dam Park, Bronx

Roller and ice skating rinks to open at City Building, Flushing Meadow Park,
Queens
Commemoration of opening of 21 playgrounds with special programs
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Shuffleboard finals at North Meadow, Central Park Oct. 10
Marionette, Magic and Music Program in Mall, Central Park, Oct. 1l
Recreation activities for Fall and Winter Season at

gymnasia, indoor pools and playgrounds

one acre playground opened at Park Avenue, Madison Avenue,

108 and 109 Sts, Manhattan

Winners announced at Amateur Photo Contest

Bids opened on reconstruction of seawall on Randall's island
Closing of clay tennis courts Nov. 1

Commemoration of opening of 12 playgrounds with birthdayy party
programs.

Boxing exhibitions for Fall and Winter

Annual Fall Chrysanthemunn show at Prospect Park Greenhouse 11/8
Baby acudad born Central Park Nov, 17, 1942

New playground opened at Fulton and Truxton Streets, Brooklyn
Volleyball tournament for girls in Seward Park, Manhattan

New playground at East River Drive and 102 and 105 Streets, Manhattan
Finals Roller Hockey Tournament at 105 Street and River side Park
Manhattan 11/29

10 golf courses and the pitch and putt at Riis Park to close 11/29
Anniversary of ¢ playgrounds to be celebrated with birthday party
programs

Ping Pong finals at Mullaly Recreation Bldg, the Bronx, 12/12

Thin ice warning to all to keep off ice of lakes and ponds
Christmas program of Z6puppet and marionette shows depicting
"Hansel and Gretel"

2] Christmas trees in parks Dec. 17

254 park areas set aside for ice skating.
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Y
twentY-pne Christmas trees, which have besn erectad Land decorated in parks

VAR>S

Docember 20 o4z

The Park Department announces that ceremonies in connection with
7

throughout the five boroughs, will take place on Merdey] December &%, at
5:00 peme A spscial program will be held at the prinecipal trees in each
'borough, which will be at City Hall Park, Manheattan; Borough Hall Park,
Brooklyn; Joyce Kilmer Park, The Bronx; Queensborough Hall, Kew Gardens,
Queens, and Borough Hall, Richmond.

At City Hall Park, the ceremonies will be broadcast over Station

Qo gt /'V-«C ﬂﬂs(wf";u

WHYC., “&ayor LaGuardia will deliver his annual Christmas message fmc}g will & g oL, _f"
_ duﬁ#ﬂ?.ﬁ s

threw the switch lighting the tree at 5:25 p.n., officially starting New ‘
York City's observance of the Christmas season. Borough President Edgar J.
Wathan, Jr. and Newbold Mérris, President of the Counecil, will also participate
in the exercises. Selections will be played by the Pepartment oﬁ*illtsf Band
and Christmas Carols will be sung.by the Police Department's Glees {lub, and
the Boys Choir of Saint Cecilia's Church. Borough Presidents Cashmore,
Bﬁrke, Lyons, =nd Palma will light the trees in their respective boroughs
where exercises will be conducted under the direction éf the Borecugh Park
Directors who have arranged sprropriate programs.

A special decorative scheme depicting the Three Wise Men proceeding
to the Star in the Bast, centered in a holly wresth ten feet in diameter, will
be erected over the main entrance of the Park Department Headquarters at The

Arsensal, Central Park,

' I;; trees will be lighted

each evening from whatever hour in the afterncon it is dark enough to make them

__:I1i£?&na.

. Christmas trees have been erected

at the following locations; ' | ’26
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E@ghattan;

City Hall Park

Conservatory Garden =- 104 to 105 Streets and Fifth Avenus
Thomas Jefferson Park - First Avenus snd 111 Street

Roosevelt Park = Forsyth and Canal Streets

Fort Tryon Park - Riverside Drive, Brosadway and Dyclmen Street
Carl Schure Park - 85 Street and East End Avenue

Mt. Morris Park - Fifth Avenue and 124 Street

Bellevue Hospital - East River Drive and 26 Street

Bronx;

Joyce Kilmer Park - 161 Street and Grand Concourse
St. Mary's Park -~ St. Ann's Avenue and East 144 Street
8t. Jaues Park - Emst 191 Street and Jerome Avenue

ﬁrook;zgg

Borcugh Hall

Grand Army Plaza - Prospect Park
Leiv Eiriksson Park ~ 67 Street between 4th and bth Avenues
MeCarren Park ~ Driggs Avenus and Lorimer Street

L]

Queens:
Quesnsbarough Hall - Xew Gardens
King Park = Jamaica Avenue and 151 Street
Flushing Park - Horthern Boulevard and Main Street
Forest Park = Park Lane South and 108 Street
Highland Park ~ Jamaica Avenue asund Elton Street
Richmond:

Borough Hall -~ Bay Street and Borough Place

As in former years thers will also be a Christmas tree in Flushe-
ing Meadow Park, Queens, located inside the City Building between the ice

and roller skating rinks,.

P T T T
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“DEPARTHENT OF Piicis
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December 18, 1942

Sent: 12/18/42
6115 p.m.

The Departmert of Parks arnounces that 254 parlk areas have been
set aside for iée skating thioughout the five horgughs. These facilities
consist of 27 lakes, 8 temnis wourt areas, 40 floeded areas and 156 wad-
ing pools which will be opened for skatirg when the ice is thick enough
to be safe. Atteched is a list of ice sketing locations.

In additioﬁ, 32 hills in the varjous parks of the five boroughs
have been designated for coasting, tdgether with 17 areas swuitable for

‘skiing. The sttcched list éives the location of these various ereas.,

In accordance with army dimeout regulations there will be no
floodlighting of any of these facilities. In reneisl, lakes, ponds and
large floodéd areas where park lighting is aveilahle will operate from
8 a.me to 10:30 p.as Vhere no lighting is available the facilities will
be opsraﬁed during daylight héurs except on brirht mooniight nights.

In the evert of snow, a contest in snow sculpture and snow
architecture will be held in the various »lavgrounds in January.

Plars are undsrwewr to conduct Ice Skating Cernivels at the fol- \
lowing locations. %eather perritting, they heve been tentatively scheduled

for the weekend of Jenuery 9 and 10,

Manhattans Congervatory Lake, Centrel Park January 9
Brooklims Prospect Pari: Lake January 9
Gueensy Victory ileld January 10
Richmondt Clove Lake 522 Jasuary 10
Bronxs Van Cortlandt Park January 1P

ATTACH / '
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Lakes

=i

Tennis Courts

Flooded Areas

Wading Pools

BROOKLYN
lakes

T e e

Tennis Courts

Flooded Areas

Wading Pobls

BRONX
Takes

Tennis Courts

Flooded Avess

@adinz Pools

QUBENS
Lakes

Tennis Courts

DEPARTLENT OF PARKS
CITY OF W YORI

)
ICE SXATTIC ARHAS
194.2-43

59 Street Lake, Central Park near Fifth avenue

72 Street Lake, West Drive, Central Park

Conservatory lake, 72 Street and Fifth Avenue, Central Park
RBelvedere Lake, 79 Street and Transverse Road, Central Park

93 Street and West Drive, Central Park

Egat River Drive and Broone &Street
Riverside Drive and 148 Street

Twenty-nine wading pools will be nrepared for skating.

Prospect Park Lake
Fort Greene Park, Myrtle ivenue and St. Edwards Street

Bushwick Playground, Putnam & Kniclerbocker Avenues(baseball field)
Playground, Douglas and Third Avenuef{softball arcad

Gravegend Playzround, 13 Avenue and 56 Street '

Homecrest Avenue and Belt Parkwey Playground : .
Kelly Memorial Playground, Bast 14 St. & Avenue S(zoftball field)
Lincoln Terrace Park, Buffalo & East New York Aves.(softball field)
McCarren Playzround, Driggs Avenue & Lorimer Street

Playzround, Ocean Parkway and Avenus P

Red Hook Recreation Center, Clinton, Bay & Henry Streets

Seth low, Bay Parlway & Avenue P

Fifty-two wadinz pools will he prepared for siating

Van Cortlandt Paxk, 242 Street, east of Broadway _

Crotona Park, Crotona Park Zast and Zast 173 Street

Bronx Park Twin Lakes, noith of Mosholu Parkway, east of Webster
Avenue _

5t. James Park, Jerome 4venue and 192 Street
5t. Mary's Park, Trinity Avenue and Zast 145 Streel

Pelham Park, Pelham Parkway, Zastern Boulevard & lMiddletown Road
Pulaski Park, 133 Street and Willis Avenus
Playground, Waterbury, La Salle and Edison Avemnues

Twelve wading pools will be prepared for ice skating

Alley Pond Park, Horace Earding 8lvd. & Douglaston Parkway, Hollis
Alley Pond Picnic Lake, Grand Central Parkway, 233 Street, Hollis
Bowne Park Lake, 158 Street and 32 Avenue, Flusuing

Baisley Park Laike, Sutphin Blvd., 125 Street oprosite 153 Street
Brookville Park Laks, Brookville Blvd., & 143 Avenue, Rosedale
Crocheron Parl: Lake, 35 Avenus & 214 Place, Bavside

Jaclson Pond, 108 Street & 30 Avenue, Richmond Hill

Kissena Park Laske, Oak Avenue & Kisgena Blvd., Flusting

- Linden Park Lake, 41 Avenue & 103 Street, Corona

Oakland ILake, Alley Pond, Lollis _
Pea Pond, Hollis Court Blvd., & Grand Central Paiiway, Hollis .
Captain Tilly Park ILake, UWighland Ave,, 85 Ave., 169 St., Jamaica
Twin Ponds, Brookville Bivd., and Merrick Road, Rosedale

- Alley Pond Park, Grand Ceniral Parkway & Winchester Blvd., Itollis

Astoria Park, 25-21 Avenues, Astoria

-Cunningham Park, Union Turnpike & 192 Street, Hollis

Wayanda Park, Hollis Avenue & Springfield Blvd., ollis



QUEEYFS (cont.)

Flooded Areas

deinrPoolg

RICEMOND

Lakes

Flooded Aroas

Wading Pools

Playground, Atlentic #wve. & 88 Street, QOzone Park, (softball field)

Playeround, 95 Ave, & 125 Street, Richmond Fill, (softball field)

Braddock Play;round, Braddock Averue & 240 Street, Queens Village
ing area)

Playeround, Central Avenue & 70 Street, Glendale (softball field)

Chisholm Park, Poppenhausen Ave. & 115 Street, College Point

Grover (leveland Playground, Grasdview Avenue & Stanhope Strest

Flushing Femorial Playvground, 149 Street & 25 aveie, Flushing

Glendale Playground, 74 Street & 78 Avenue

Corona 11l Street, 11l Street & 46 Avenue, (orona

Jackson Deights Playground, 84 8t. & 30 Avenue

Flayground, Jewel Avenus & Utopis Parkwsy (softball field)

Liverty Park, Liberty Avenue & 172 Street, Jamajca (paddle tennis

area)

Long Islend City, 45 Avenue & 21 Strest, {softball field)

Marconi Playground, 155 Street & 108 Avenue, Jamaica

Haurice Playground, Maurice, Borden { 54 Avenue, liaspeth

OtConnell Playground, 196 Street & 113 Averme, 5t. Albans

Parkway lorth Playground, 114 Sireet & 37 Avenue, Corona

Rockaway, Broadwalk & 80 ®treet

Riis Park, MNeponsit (Parking Field)

Plaveround, 30 Road & 45 Street, Astoria (softball field)

Victory Field, Woodhaven Blvd, ¢ Iyrtle Averue

Thirty-four wading pocls will be prepared for ice-skating.

Brooks Pond, S8leosson avenus of{ Clove Road

Clove Lakes 52, Victory Boulevard

LaTourette Pond, Rockland Avenue ¢ Forest Hill Road
rartlings Pond, Slossor Averue & Clove Road
Wiillowbrool: Leke, Richmond Averue & Victory Boulsvard
Wwolfe's Pond Park, Holton & Cornelia Avenues

Silver Lake Golf Course, Parking Area, Victory Boulevard

Four wading pools will be prepared for ice-skating.



HATHATTAN

BROCKLYN

BRONX

RICHMOND

HANHATTAN

BROOKLYN

ettt g -

(UEENS

RICHMOND .

DEPARTHENT OF ¥ EKS
‘ CITY OF MEW YORK .

SKI LOCATIONS
1942 -~ 43

Central Park - Ceadar Fill, 79 o>treet ¢ Easi Drive
Burns Lawn 79 Street & Test Drive

Prospect Park - Lookout Hill, Southwest of Music Grove, Empire Boulevard
entrance

Dyker Beach Golf Course, 92 Street § Seventh Avenus

Clearview Golf Course,Wfillets Pt.Blvd.,shitestone (“hore dosignated by

Crocheron Park, 35 “venue & 214 Street, Baysiae \\ supervisor)

Forest Park Golf Course, 3rd Tee, dewn to 2nd Fairway (for begirmers)
and 4th Fairway for more experienced skiiers,

Kissena Parlk Golf Course, area designated by supervisor

Alley Pond Motor Parkwey, From Horace Harding Blvd. to Alley Pond Park

Van Cortlandt Golf Course, 18th Tee and Fairway

Silver Lake Golf Course, Forest Avenue & Silver Lake Park Roadway
7th Fairvay

LaTourette Golf Course, Rookland Avenue & Forest Hill Road
2nd, l4th, snd 18th Peirways

Central Park - 83 Street & East Drive, Forth of Museum of Art
79 Street & Bast Drive (short run for small children).
Pilgrim Hill, southwest of Conservatory lake, 72 Street
& East Drive
Ceder Hill, 79 Street & East Drive
TZ Street north of boathouse
60 Street & V.est Drive (near Heciischere Playground)
72 Street ¢ Viest Drive
Burns Lavm, 79 Street & Vest Drive
72 Strect & East Drive, southeast of Conservatory Lake
Bast Meadow, 99 Street off 5th Avenue
Henrv Hudson Parkway, 83 Street Bast of Playgrownd
108 Street
116 to 120 Streets
J. Hood ¥ripht Park, section of hill located on Haven averue side of
park (west to east)

Prospect Park - Bouthwest of Music Grove (Lookout ¥ill), Empire Boulevard
entrence
Long Meadow, 3rd Street & Prospect Park West entrance
Long Meadow North, on east drive, Main entrance
Haryland Monument Hill, 16 Street & Prospect Park West
entrance
Dyker Besch Golf Gourse, 92 Street & Seventh Lvenue
Owlts Head Park, Colonial Load & 87 Street
McKinley Park, Seventh Avenus & 75 Street

Alley Pond Motor Parkwey, from Horace Harding Boulevard to Alley Pond
Park

Chisholm Park, Poppenhsusen Avenus & 115 Street, College Point

Clearview Golf Course, Tillets Point Boulevard, ¥Vhitestone

Crocheron Park, 35 Avenue ¢ 214 Place, Bayside

Forest Park Golf Course, old 18th Tee of Golf Course, Kain Driwve below
¢olf House, near 82 Street, “oodhaven

"ighland Park, Lower half of Snake Eill from turn to Jamalca Avenue,

opposite Elton Street, Brooklin
Kissena Golf Course; ares designated by supervisor

Van Cortlandt Golf Course, 18th Tee and Fairway
Bronxz River Parkwsy and East 226 Street

Siiver Lake Golf Course, Forest ivenue & S8ilver Lake Park Roadway
Tth Fairwsay

LaTourette Golf Course, Rockland Avenue & Forest Eill Road
2nd, 1l4th & 18 Falrways

Kk ok kokdke hkk
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DEPARTMENT OF PARAS
LRSENAL, CENTRAL PARK FOR RELFASE _ Sunday,

TEL. REGENT 4-1000 ' December 13, 1942

Pix: 19574
21919

Delivered 12411/42 at 3:30 P.M.
The Department of Parks snnounces a Ciristmas vrogram of play-

ground children's activities which will feature 26 puppet and marionette
shows depicting the famous fairy tale "Hansel and Gretel",

These shows will be given at 11 A, and 3:30 P.M., at centrally
located playgrounds in the five boroughs, beginning Tuesday, December 15,
and running through Thursday, December 31, in accordance with the attached
schedule. With five scenes in "Hansel and Gretel®™, the entire performance
will last approximatély one hour.

In addition, 29 magic shows lasting one hour snd including a
variety of magical tricks and hand puppetry will be given at other play-
grounds in the Tive boroughs, beginning Tuesday, December 15, and con-~
tinuing through Thursday, December 31.

Christinas trees will be prov}ded for the various playgrounds
where there are recreation buildings. HKany of the tree decorations have
been made by the chiildren and Christmas varties have been planned for the
voungsters, including gemes, songs, refreshments and last but not least,

a visit from Santa Claus himself, The parties will be held at various

times beginning December 23 and continuing through December 31,

Attache
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Joseph H. Lyons Recreation Center, Murrey Hul-
bert Avenue & Victory Blvd., Tompkinsville.

Faber Perk, Richmond Terrace, Fort Richmond

Astoria Play Center, 19 Street opposite 23 Drive
Seme as abtove

Von Dohlen Flayground, 138 St, & Archer Avenue *
Ssme ag ahove . ’

Ravmond O'Connor Plavground, 32-33 Avenue & 210 St.
Flushing Memorial Playground, Hevside Avenue &
25 Averme at 149 Strest

Mt, Forris East, Bast 120 St. { Madison Avenue
Harlem Children's Center, 28 Vest 134 Street

Amnunciation Playground, 135 St. & Amsterdem Lve.
Thomes Jefferson Recrestion Center, East 112 St.
& First Avenue

Gulick Playground, Delancy, Broome & Sheriff Sts.
Fast River Drive, 1)l Street & East River

¥ullaly Recreation Building, 162 Street & Jerome
Same as ahove (Avenue

Williamsbridge Playground, East 208 Sireet &
Same as above (Bainbridge Avenue

St. Mary's Park West, Fast 146 3t, & St. Ann's Ave.
Sem e as ahove

Children's Museum, Brooklyn Avenue ¢ Park Place
Same as ahove

Red Hook Housing Community Canter, 110 W, 9 Strest
Same 25 above

Sunset Park Recreation Center, 6 Ave, & 44 Street
FeLaughlin Playeround, Bridge ¢ Tillary Streets.
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"Christmas is the time for cheer
So come ys children far end ncar

To music,

magic and puppetry

Songs and fun prepared for thee,."
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EXE 3

Jerome Ave, & 193 Street
Sedgwick &

St. Jemes Playperound,
Fort # Four Playground Reservoir,
Wabb Avenues

Williamsbridge Oval, East 208 Street & Bainbridge
Averues

Zimmerman Flavground,
Stree’

linville Avenue & Britton

Ave.
St. Mary's Park West, Rast 146 S5t, & St, snn's/
Lvons Square Playground Aldus Street, Bryant
and YThitlock Averues

Lindsay Playeground, Lorimsr Street & Johnson fLve
Vandervoort & Cherry Strezts Playground

Betsy Head Recrestion Center, Hopkinson &
Dumont Avenues ‘

Bill Brown Playeground, Befford Ave, & Ave, X

Bay Perkway Playground, Bav Fkwy, & Avenue P,
James Je Byrne Flaypround, 3 Street & 4 Avenne

ton Avea
J. Hood Wright Park, West 173 St. & Ft. Washiv;~
Highbridge Recreation Center, W. 173 Street &
Lmsterdam Avenue

McCray Flayground, 138 St. bet. 5th & Lenox Aves.
Yorkville Plavsmround, Eest 101 Street & 2 Ave,

Saunr Playeround, East 12 Ste bet. Aves A&DB
Playground, 83 Roosevelt Street
Downing Streﬁt Playground

Joseph E, Lyons Recreation Center, Murray Hul-
hert Avenue & Victory Roulevard, Tompkinsville
DeMatti Playground, Tompkins Lvenue, Rosebank
Levy Playground, Jewett & Castleton Avenue, Port
Richmond

McDonald Playground, near Brosdwey & Forest Avenue
Yegt Brighton

Grover Cleveland Perk, Stanhops St., CGrandview
¢ Fairview Lvemues
Drv Herbor, 20 8treset & Myrtle Avenue

Corona Avenue ¢ 102 Street

Plasysround, £
‘*yrroxnd 32 Lve, & 210 Street

Raymond O'Connor
D. ¥, 0'Connell Flayrround, 113 Avenue &
196 Street

Von Dohlen Playground, 138 Street & Archer Avenue



DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK POR RELEASE _ Saturday,
TEL. REGENT 4-1000 December 12, 1942

THIN IE

With the advent of ccld weather and ice skating, the
Department of Parks requests the cooperation of all parents, civic
groups, schools and othsers in cautioning children and instructing
themn in safety measures on lice.

The first cold snap always serves as an invitation %o
youngsters to $est thin and treacherous ice often with disaétrous
results.

The Park Department has posted all lakes and ponds under
its jurisdiction, with danger signs to warn children.,

Once the ice is safe for skating the Park Depariment will

announce it in the daily papers.

1273
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
¥OR RELEASE Fridey,

ARGHENAL, CENTRAL PARK _—
TEL. REGENT 4-1000 Vehoes el December 11, 1942
l'lf'm\ﬂ'j I_dem

The Department of Parks announces that the city-wide finals
of the ping pong tournament will take place at Mullaly Recreation
Building, 162 Street and Jerome Avenue, Bronx, on Saturday, December 12,
at 2100 P.M.

Playground, distriet and borough eliminations have been going
on for five weeks. Tihe competitors in tl:is tournament have been divided
into the following age groups:

Junior | =~ Children up to 14 years
Intermediate - Persons 14 to 18 years of agze
Senicr ~ Persons 18 years of aze and older

Separate matches will be held for boys and girls in the respec~
tive age classifications.

Prizes will consist of sweatshirts for the city champions and
gold pins for the runner-up in each division; silver pins will be awarded

to the borough winners.
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The Department of Parks ammounces that the anniversary of the offi~
cial opening of nine Park Department playgrounds will be celebrated by the
children of these recre-tion areas during the month of Pecembsr by participat-
ing in specially prepared Birthdéy Party programs.

tihile the regular scheduie of daily recreational setivities, includ-
ing ping pong, paddle tennis, checkers, chess, group gemes, dramatics and
dancing, will not be changed, the day!s progrem will feature events of o
patriotie and festive nature, such as; sole and community singing of the “Staf
Spengled Bamner" end "God Bless America", salute to the Flag, recitations,
concerts by junior orchestras, & junior commando exhibition and a variety of
birthday party games; with refreshments and prizes for the winners.

The December schedule for »leyground birthday celebrations is as

fellows:
Time of
Borough Playpround and Location Opened Celebration
Manhattan 82 Street & Riverside Drive Dec. 4, 1837 3130 peme
Highbridge Park, Edpecomb Avenue Dec. 5, 1936  3:30 p.m.
& West 167 Street
Brooklyn Underhill & Prospect Avenues Dec. 3, 1938  3:30 peite
MeLaughlin Park, Tillary & Jav Dece 11, 1936 3:30 pem.
Strests
Heckscher Playground, Grove Dee. 19, 1835 2400 p.m.
Street & Wilson avenue .
Greenwood & Prospsct Avenues Dec, 19, 1835 300 p.m.
Bronx Fatson, Gleason & Noble Avenues Dec. 4, 1939 4400 pamn.
East 177 8treet & Noble Avenue Dec. 4, 1939 4:00 p.m.
Bast 178 Street & Cedar & Sedgwick Dec. 19, 1935 4:00 p.m.
Avenues
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The Department of Parks snnounces the closing of ten
muniéipal golf courses and the pitch and putt course at Jacob
Riis Park, at the close of play on Sunday, November 29th.

During the past season, more than 558,929 rouﬁds were
played over the ten courses, ard approximately 16,619 rounds
were Dlayed on the pitch and putt course. The courses wers
open to. the msmbers of the armed forCés free of charge and some
2,347 soldiers, sailors and marines took adventage of these
facilities.

The Park Department alsoc announces that after November
29th and through the winter months, it will.not be necegsary to
have permits to play tennis on the hard surface courts operated
by the depariment, but players must furnish their own tennis

nets.
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" The Department of Parks announces that the finals
of the Roller Hockey Tournament for boys of Park nlayzrounds,
who are under 19 years of age will take place at 105 Street
and Riverside Park, Manhattan, on Sunday, November 29, at
2130 Pulds

Intervorough conlests have been. held during the »ast
three weeks and the teans relarésenting Manhattan and Queens
will participate in next Sunday's contest to determine the
city championsghipe. |

Sweatshirts will be awarded to the winning team
and gold pins to the rumner-up. Silver pins will be given

to the borough winners,
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The Dopartmnﬁ of Parks anhétmcea the opening of a m.p]:n*ground on the
west side of Eest River Drive between 102nd Street and 105th Street, Manhatten,
Approximstely }& acres in extent, the site iz wunder the jurisdiction of the New
York City Housing Authority as part of the kast River ﬁousas development. A former
transfer of improved Depariment of Parks property, & portion of which occupied the
new playground asite, was hased on the future development of a reomtionél area &3
part of the housing develomment. This new facility is now available to the entire
neighborhood as well as the rssidgnta of the Fast River Houses.

The Housing Project m&e‘i;.eceaaary E m of 103rd Street and 104th
Strest between lst émua &nd Eutikiver Drive. The Housing Authority constructed
a 1ow granite wall arcund three sides of the proposed play area providing three_
entrance points. A seven foot wrought irom picket fence with gates has been set
in & concrete foundation just inside the existing granite wall and along the Fast
River Drive sidewalk. A 40 foot wide strip running east and west through the
middle of the playground has been paved with conerete but will be reserved, cleear
of chstruction, for a future :mmpl epproack to the proposed Wards Islend Footbridge.
A eomfort station will be bBullt in the playground under this approsach.

| The north kalf of the playsround eontains & concrete weding pool, irri-
gated sand pit, sitting area, seesaws, slides, a battery of chalr swings; pipe ‘
frame exerciss unit and a batiery of swings.

Tha south end has heen provided with court games including: basketball,
shuffleboard and peddle tennis courts. -

‘Z'hs jmprovement which was counstrueted by the works Projects Administration
from plans prepared by the Department of Parks slsc included a drinking fountain,
tool storsge building, flag pole, drainags, irrigation and lighting. In 1984 there
wore 118 playgrounds in the five boroughs, .L_L of which have been reconstructed.

There arve now with this new addition 4§ < playgrounds in the park systein.
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The Department of Parks announces tha’. the Volleyball Tour-
nament for girls of the Park playgrounds, who have not reached. their
seventeenth year, will take place Saturday, Novembexr 21, et 2:00 P.M.
in Seward Park, Eest Broadway and Cansl Sirest, New Vork Citye.

Interborough contests have been held during the past three

‘weeks, and the tesms representing Brooklyn and the Bronx will narti-
cipate in next Saturdays match to determine the c¢ity championship.

Sweatshirts will be awarded to the members of the winning
team and gold pins $o the runner-up., Borough winners will be awarded

gilver pins.
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The Department of Parks announces the opening of a new playground at
Fulton and Truxton Streets, Brooklyn. This propeg’.‘ty slightly over three and a.
hal?f acres, divided into two sections by Sackman Street, is bounded by Eastern
Parkway, Fulton Street, Truxton Street.and Van Sinderen Avenue. Originally ac—
quired by the Board of Trangportation for subway purposes it was transferred in
1940 %o the Department of Parks. Restrictions were placed on consbtruction be-
cause of the existing subway., J

The Board of Transporbation, in éonnection_with the building of a sub-
way entrance, has provided concrete retaining walls around the larger sasterly
section coordinating this work with the Department of Parks playzround nlang.

The develomment of the smaller triangle betwsen Eastern Parkway and
Sackman Street now oven to the public, includes retaining walls and a stairway
entrance; a sitting area with a memorial flagpole, a roller skatinz track; a
comfort station; a sand pit, wading pool and several pieces.of kinderzarten
play apparatuss

The larze triangle east of Sackman Street when completed will contain
two basketball, six shuffleboard, three paddle tennis, three handball, two bocecl,
and four horseshoe courts, and a sitting area near the subway entrance., A large
central open play area ﬁill serve for rolley skating and softball.

The construction of the playground wﬁs done by the Wor: Projects Admin-
istration from plans prepared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 there wers
119 playgrounds in the five boroughs; 66 of whielh have been reconstructed. Theré

£re now with this new addition 484 playgrounds in the park systei.
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The Department of Parks announceé the birth in
the Central Park Zoo of a baby Aoudad on November 17, 1942
at 53130 P.M,

The new arrival, weighing six pounds, is the
second offgpring this year of Bill and Tuts. The father
wag purchased from the Mesker Zoo, Zvansville, Indiana,
August 28, 1940, and the mother, Tuts, was donated by the
New York Zooiogical Society, April 2,8\, 1930,

The baby is on exhibitiona
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The Park Devartment announces that the Azmuai Fall Chrysantbemum Show in
the Prospect Park Brooklyn Greenhouse will open on Sunday, I\Iémmber 8, 1942, at
10 A,

The Greenhouse is located at Prospect Park West and Ninth Street, Brooilyn,
and may be reached by way of the I.R.Ts Subway, Grgnd Amy Plaza Station; the In-
dependent Subway, Seventh Avenue Station; and by the Vanderbilt and Smith Street
car lines, Ninth Street stop, or by éu'tomobile direct to the Greenhouse by way of
the east drive in Prospect Parke.

The Exhibit will be open evexry day from 103100 AM, to 4:00 Pudi. for three
weaks and the Park De_zpartment extends a cordial -invitation to view the display.

Iiore than four thousand pots of chrysanthemums will be on ex:ibition.

Thke ground bed is laid oubt in groups of various formations with the popular large

73

bloom varieties in all shades of pink, yellow, red and bronze. Scme of the atirac-
tive plants are the Pocketts, Turners, John S. Bush, Rise of Day and the Mslba.
Surrounding this feature of the display, banked on the. sides of the Greenhouse are
numerous smaller size chi'ysanthelmma in 75 varieties, such as the Pomvdons, the
Anemone and the Siungle Daisy typne.

In the class of varieties in all shades of bronze, red, yellow and white,
some of the outstanding chrysanthemums to be exhibited are the Crimson Red, Purple

Queen, Red Rover, Orchid Beauty, Cleopatra and New Yorke

¥ k& ok %k

Pross photographers may take pictures on Friday, November 6, between 1 and 4 Pale.
and Saturdey, November 7, between 10 AJM. and 4 Pl
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Tre Department of Paris announces that a program of Boxing Zxlibitions has

been plamed for the fall and winter season according to the followinz scheduls:

November 13 -~ Colonial Play Center, 153 St. & Bradhurst Ave., lanhattan
{Intra-nlayground exhibition)

Hovesber 80 ~ McCarren Play Center vs Faber Play Center at
Faber Play Center, Riclmond Terrace, Port Richmond, S.I.

November 27 - Bast 54 Street Gym vs Crotona Play Center at
Mullaly Playground, 161 Street & Jerome Ave,, Bronx

Decambsr 4

West 28 Sireet Gym ve Colonial Play Center at
Wesgt 28 Street Gym, 407 West 23 Street, Manhatian

December 11

}

Crotona Play Center vs Thomas Jefferson Play Center at
Thomas Jefferson Play Center, Bast 11l St. & Firsi Ave., Man,

December 11

Colenial Play Center vs Carlton ¥MCA, Brooklyn at
Colonial Play Center, 153 Street & Bradhurst Avenue, Man.

December 18

Agtoria Play Center vs McCarren Play Center atb
MeCarron Play Center, Driggs Ave. & Lorimer 8t., Brooklyn

January 3 -~ Eagt 54 Street Gym vs Astoria Play Center at
Astoria Play Center, 19 Street opposite 23 Drive, Queens

All the exhibitions will start promptly at 8330 P.li

These schedules are a part of a boxing program for young uen conducted. A
the above listed gymnagims.

The boxing is under the suneyvision of Park peréonnel who have had train-
ing in the art of self-defense.

The progran includes calisthenics, gymmasbics, track athletics and the
various styles of boxing. DBoxing zloves, punching bags, skipping roves, mats are

provided by the Park Denertment at all locations.

* ok ok W
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The Department of Parks announces that the anniversary of the official

opening of 12 Park Department playgrounds will be celebrated by the children of

these recreation areas during the month of November by participating in specially

nrepared Birthday Party irograms.

While $ks regular scl.‘;egdule of daily recreational activities, including

ping »ong, vaddle tennis, checkers, chess, group zemes, dramatics and basketball

will not be changed, the day's »rogram will feature events of both a ratriotic and

festive nature such as: solo and community singing of the “Star Svanzled Banner®

and "God Bless Ainerica" . 8alute to the Flag, recitations and a variety of birthday

narty games, with refreshments and prizes for the winners.

The November schedule for plavground birthday celebrations is as follows:

Borough Playzround Location

Manhattan Chelsea Roof Plgd., 9 Ave. & West 27 St.
Harlem Housing, W. 150 St, & Harlem River

Brooklyn Playground at Neptune Ave. & West 23 St.
Shiplacoff Pilgd., Pitkin Ave. & Powell St.
Playgrou:nd at Marion St. & Hopkinéon Ave.

Bronx Playzround at East 183 St. & Ryer Avenuse
Devoe Park, University Ave. & West 188 S5t.

Queens Playground at 95 Avenues & 1R85 Street

Maurice Plgd., Borden, EHaurice & 54 Aves.

" Flushing Memorial Plgd., Bayéide Ave.
& 25 Avenue

Corona 102 Street Playground

O'Connor Playground, 32 Ave., & 210 St

Opened

Nove.
Nove
Nov.
Nov.
Nove
Nov.
Nov.

Hove

Nov,

Nov.

27, 1937
23, 1937
7, 1936
11, 1937
24, 1933
11, 1936
22, 1935
1, 1939
3, 1940

9, 1934

12, 1934

22, 1935

Time of

Celebrations

3:30 ?.M.
2130 P.I.,
11300 A,
11130 AM,
4300 P
2:00 P.l.
4:00 P,
2:00 P.M,
3100 P.M,

11:00 AM,

3:00 P.lis

3100 P.M,

"2



‘Form 26-5M-111841 * 155 ~ ~

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS '
ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK For Release_ _seturday,

Tev. REcmT 41000 October 31, 1942
T)mﬂ*_uDuAﬂ)
0 ke f4
4- 45 P

The Dejpartment of Parks announces the élosing of
the clay tennis courts oﬁ Sunéay night, November 1, 1942,

The hard surface courts will remsin open until
November 2%th. After that date, players who bring their
own equipment including netg, will be pemitted to use
these courts free of charge.

During the 1942 ssason, 14,345 players took ad~=
vantage of the 525 courts scattered throughout the five

boroughs by paying the $3.00- seasonal permit fee,
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NEW SITTING AREA _
= NEW BASEBALL DIAMOND
NEW PLAYGROUND

SNEW PARKWAY ACCESS ROADS

BOROUGH OF QUEENS

PLAYGROUNDS Access ReoADS
AT HEMPITEAD AVE. 4§ BELT (CRO3S 1SLAND) PARKWAY :
QUEENS lo) 31 f41 R.3.M. | S
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Bids were opened today by the Department of Parks at the Arsenal
Building in Central Park on a contract for the reconstruction of the stone
seawall along the south and west shore of Randall's Island, Borough of
Manhattan.

The old wall is avvroximetely one mils long and extends from the
Manhattan approach of the Triborough Bridge to the south end of the island
at Hellgate Bridge. Short sections of the wall are completely washed oub
and the eﬁtire profile ies irregular from stones being dislodged into the
river, This condition in addition to exposing the earth to erosion pre-~
sents an unsightly apnearance from Bast River Drive on the onposite side
of the Harlem River.

The contract provides for new construction and rebuilding the
dry masonry wall $0 a asmooth nrofile follewing the contours of the island.
Grass lawns will be developed adjacent to the wall on new fill and sections
of the marginal park walk will be repaved,

The three lowsst bids were submitted by the following:

l. Hicholas Dilenna & Sons $22,3%0.00

1525 Blondell Avenue
New York City
2« Albert G. MacInnis _ 24,990,00
15 Park Row
Wew York City
3. F.P,8. Contracting Co., Inc. 28,185.,00

2861 Coddington Avenue
Bronx, New York
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The Department of Paﬁ{s announces that out of 180 pictures in the Amateur
Photo Contest conducted by the Park Department, the following were adjudged the
Winners.

Junior Divigion - {up to 16 years of agel

1st Place ~ "Sunday Arbist" by Martin Kleinmen, Age 14 years
1932 Bast 13 Street, Broolklyn

2nd Place - "Slide Susan Slide" by Gladys Klein, Age 12 years
1699 Bast 2 Street, Brooklyn

3rd Flace -~ "For Defense” by Emanuel Turner, Age 15 years
1055 Walton Avenue, Bronx

Iionorable Mention was given to the following conbestanis:

Paul Hoffwman, 1945 East 32 Street, Brooklfn
George Horn, 1401 Avenue 8, Brooklyn

Senior Division - {over 16 years of age).

1st Place = "Ball In The Aix" by Mrs. B, J, OtComnor
86 Fast BEnd Avenue, Manhattan

2nd Place = "Gir)l Feedinz A Pigeon" by Jack Garber
308 East 5 Street, Brooklyn

3»d Place - "Steeplechese Winner"™ by John P. Connolly
34 I1illside Avenue, lHenhattan

Bonorable Nention was ziven o the following contest.a.nts:
Morton Bernstein, 1752 Konroe Ahvenuse, Bronx
Jovn P. Connolly, 34 Hillside Avenus, Hanhattan
Percy J. Hussakof, 380 Knickerbocker Avenue, Erooklyn
Mrs. John J, Tehan, 1503 Metropolitan Avenue, Ne Yo Co
Florence Ward, 238 lMadison Avenue, llanhatten

The prizes congist of the following:

First Plece in each division = $10 in War Savinzs Stams
Second Place in each division- 35 in War Savings Stemns

. Third Place in each diviston ~ $3 in War Savings Steamp»s

Certificates of Merit wili be awarded o the contestants recsiving
honorable mentions |

The judges of the contest were: Paul J. liolf, Paul Schum, Joserh Cormier
and B, V, Snith.

A11 the prize victures, together witl tlose credited with honoreble men~
tion, will be on display in the Anerican Ifuseum of Nﬁtural History, 79 Street and
Central Park West, Manhattan, beginninz Octobsr 22 and coﬁtinuing through Saturday,
October 31, from 10 4,M. to 5 P.M. with the exception of Sunday, October 25, when

- the hours .will be from 1 Pukis Yo 5 Pl

Pussentation of prizes to the winning competitors will teke place on

Sunday, October 85, at 3:30 Pl at the kuseun of Fatural Listorye.
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The Departmsnt of Parks ennounces the opening of a new one acre playground

in Manhattan located in the eastern half of the block bounded by Park Avenue,
Madison Avenus, East 108th Street and Easgt 109th Street.

The entire block was acqQuired by the City in 1941 for a school site and
vlayground. Clearing the densely built up area of old four and five story brick
and brownstone dwellings was started in September of laat yéar. AL buildings on
the western half of the block were demolished by the Board of Education in prepare-
tion for the future construction of a public school. The school site has been
loveled and surfaced with a mixture of sand and cinders.

Thhe shor'bage of eritical war materials which became acute after the con~
struction of the playground was started made it necessary to omit temnorarily all
chain link fencing and metal goal standards and also prevented the comnletion of
the brick comfort station. Because of the lack of bituminous material, concrete in
varicus finishes was substituted for surfacing the play areass

The following facilities have been completed: four handball courts, threc
shuffleboard courts and a softball diamond.

Paved aresas for volleyball and bhagketball have been provided but will be
uged for open play until equipment is availables

| New concrete sidewalks and street trees have been installed around the
playground but only a few of the required number of benches have been provided,

Although the playground lacks neceasary equipment it will serve _in part
the local recreational needs until material is aveilable at the conclusion of the
War.

The construction of the playground was done by the Work Projects Adminige
tration from plens prepared by the Department of Parks, In 1934 there were 119
playzrounds in the five boroughs, 66 of which have been reconstructeds There are

now with this new addition 483 playsrounds in the park systei f 08
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The Department of Parks announces that a comprehensive program of recrea-
tional activities has been planned for the fall and winter seasons at the verious
gymnasia, indoox pools, and playgrounds under its jurisdiction.

All the gymnasia have adequate shower and dressing facilities and will be
oven from 2 P.M, to 10 P.M. daily with the excention of Cherry and Oliver, which
will onerate from 9 A, to 5 PuM, The program of activitiss includes basketball,
handball, shﬁffleboard, volleyball, badminton, ping pong, track, gymnastics, grouv
games, magic demonstrations, ouppet and marionetteIShows, ¢club meetings, roller
skating carnival, rdller hockey tournament and calisthenics.

Boxing will be conducted ét seven designated Park Department indoor
rgereation areas.

The various gymnasia are located as follows:

Borough Gymmagia and Locations

Manhattan Carmine Strset, Carmine and Varick Streets
Rutgers Place ~ 5 Rubgers Place
Baruch - Rivington and Mangin Streets
Wost 134 Street - 35 ¥West 134 Street
Eagt 54 Street - 342 East 54 Street
Wost 60 Street, West 60 Street, between 10 and 11 Avenues
West 28 Street - 407 West 23 Street
Cherry & Oliver -~ Cherry and Oliver Streets
Brooklyn President Street - President Street and 4 Avenue

Richmond Cromwell Center - Victory Boulevard & Murray Hulbert Avenue
Tompkinsville, Staten Islaxd

Faber Park Recreation Building - Richmond Terrace at Faber Strest,
Port Richmond, Staten Island
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Bagketball teams, desiring to use these gymnasia, are requested to anply
for the necessary perit %o the Borough Director at the following locationsas
Marhatten - Philip J. Cruise, Arsenal Building, 64 Strest & 5 iAvenue, Central Park

Brooklyn ~ Richard C, Jenkins, Litchfield Mansion, Prospect Parlk West and 5 Street,
Prospect Park

R_icl“ﬁnond - L, M. Andsrson, Clove Lakes Pﬁrk, 1150 Clove Road, West New Brighton,S.I.

Indoor swimming pools, which may be used free of charge, are located in
sach of the gymnasium buildings, in the borough of Manhatten, with the exception of
the one located at Cherry.and Oliver Streets., In addition, there is e Park Depart~
ment indoor pool at 23 Street and Avenue A, opened from 11 AJdi. to 7 PsMe and one
at Bedford and Metropolitan Avenues, Brooklyn, operating from 3 P.M. to 10 P.IiL
daily and 9 AJb. to 5 P.M. on Saturdays.

Swimming clesses are conducted for beginners at all these vpools. At
various intervals throughout the fall and winter seasons, swimming tournaments will
be held for all age grounds

Twelve of the outdoor pools have been converted infto active play arsas.
These nlay centers are free to the public and are open from 2 PJdi. to 10 Pflx-i. daily
excent Saturdays, Sundays and holidays when the hours of operation will be from
10 AJM. to 6 PJM, Facilities will be provided for paddle tennis, basketball,

shuffleboard, softball and various group gemes.
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The Department of Parks announces that a holiday program of
Mariohettes, Magic and Music for children will be presented ﬁn the Ilall,
72 Street and Center Drive, Central Park, Manhattan, Sundey, October 11,

- at 2 PuM. In case of rain, the psrformance will be given on Monday,
October 12.

The main feature of the progrem will be "Peter and the Pirates",
- a marionette show., In addition, there will be clown acts, magic, a bag
punching demonstration, a mock operetta, band selections and ventriloguism.

These performances will serve as a climax for the series of open
air demonstrations given by these special groups in the parks and nlay-
grounds throughout the past season, to an andience of approximately
lsﬁ,ODO children. Besides the entertainment value of such demonstrations,
the children have been instructed in the art of carving, moulding and
costuming puppets from discarded stockings, rubbser balls, and paper bags,
as well as learning the technique of many magical tricks.

Arrangements are being made for a series of indoor puppet,
marionette and magic shows at designated recreation buildings for the

remainder of the year,
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The Department of Parls announces that the city-wide finals
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~ 3003 g’r)

of the shuffleboard tournament will be held at North Meadow, 37 Street
and East Drive, Central Park, Menhattan, on Saturday, Octoher 10 af
2:00 P.M, | |

There will be two divisions, one for men and one for ?}omen.
The minimumm age in both clagsifications is9 18 years.

Playground, district and boroﬁgh gliminations have been going
on for the past six weeks tol select the champion in each borough to
compete for the c¢ity champioriship next Safuz'day afternoon.

Sweatshirts with the Park emblem, the sycamore lsaf, will be
ewarded to the winner in each division., Gold ping will be given %o the

runner-up and silver pins to the borough .f_inélists.

* ¥ %
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The Department of Parks announces that the children of twenty~one Park
playsrounds will participate in specially arranged programs of recreational activi-
ties during the month of October, in commemoration of the official opening of
these play areas to the public.

In addition to the usual activities such as basketball, volleyball, hand~
ball, shuffleboard, football and roller skating, there will be a variety of special
evants consisting of novelty races, singing of community and patriotic songs, birth-
day party games, salute to the flag, Junior Commande Specialty, square dancing,
instrumental and vocal selections.

The October schedule for playground birthday celsbrations ig as foliows:

. Time of
Borough Playsround & Yocation Opened Celebration
Manhattan !Heckscher Playground, Central Park, October 4, 1936 3:100 PN,
62 Street & West Drive
Playground at Essex & Houston Strests COctober 5, 1934 33130 P.M.
Columbus Playground, Baxter & Worth October 1R, 1934 4:00 P.M.
Streets '
Colonial Playground, Bradhurst Ave. Cetober 16, 1936 3:00 P.M.
and West 153 Street _
Lillian D, Wwald Playground, Cherry, October 18, 1934 3:30 P.W.
Monroe & Gouvernsur Streets
Gulick Playground, Delancey, Broome October 25, 1934 3:30 P.M.
& Sheriff Streets
Brocklyn Playground at Gerittsen Avenue & October 2, 1935 3130 P.M,
Avenue X
Carroll Playground, Smith & Carroll October 2, 1936 3130 P.M.
Streets '
Leiv Eirikgson Playground, 5 Avenue October 12, 1934 2:00 P.M,
& 66 Street
Bill Brown Memorial Playground, Bed-~  October 14, 1935 33130 P.M,
Tord Avenue & Avenue X
Crispus Attucks Playground, Fulton Qctober 26, 1934 2:00 P.M.
Street & Classon Avenue
Taaffe Place Playground, Myrtle October 28, 1934 3130 P.M,
Avenue & Taaffe Place
Williamsburg Housing Playground, October 29, 1937 4:00 P.M,
Manhattan Ave. & Scholes Streest
Playground at Dahiill & 33 Street October 29, 1937 4300 P.M.
Quesna Baisley Park Playground, 116 Avenue Qetober 19, 1940 3:30 P.M.
: & 155 Street
Thampson Hill Playground, Greenpoint  October 25, 1937 2:00 P.M,
Avenus & 47 Avenue
Bronx Pulaski Playground, East 133 Street Cctober 11, 1939 4:00 P.M.
& Willis Avenue : :
Pelham Bay Park Playground, #1 & #2 October 11, 1841 3120 P.M.
Bastern Blvd., & Willow lane
Playground at Hast 164 Street & October 14, 1935 33130 P.lL.
Teasdale Place
Fort #4 Playzround, Sedgwick and October 14, 1934 3130 P.M.
Reservoir Avenues ' '
Playgzround at Spofford Avenue and October 14, 1935 3:30 .M,
Faile Street
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The Department of Parks anncunces that both the roller and ice skating
rinks at the City Building in Flushing Meadow Park, Queens, will open for the
1942~43 aeason on Friday, October 2, at 8:00 P.M.

Admission on the opening night will be free. There will be entertaine
ment with exhibitions of dencing, roller skating and ice skating, free public
dancing and free roller and ice skating until midnight. Music for the occasion
will be provided by "The Rolling Styles™ of Reggie Childs and His Orchestra fea-
turing loretta Vale and Paul Carley, furnished ﬁhrough the coﬁrtssy of the
Consolidated Ediscn Compeny.

The program is as follows:

Organ Music
Call to Colors
Hational Anthem and Raising. of Plag
Public Dancing
Dance Exhibition by
Park Department Harvest Dance Fagtival
1942 All-Round Champions

Park Devartment Harvest Dance Festival
1942 Jitterbug Champions

Solo and Pair Roller Skating Exhibitions by
Netional Champions

Solo and Pair Ice Skating Exhibitions by
National Figure Skating Champions

Tce and Roller Skating
~ Since the rinks closed last gpring the roller floor has been resurfeced

and other alterations made so that skating may be enjoyed at its best,

MORE lO‘b
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Starting Saiurday, October 3, the building will be operated on the fol-
lowin; schedule: Free morning sessions for children under fourteén vears of age,
on Saturdays, school vacation days and hoiidays gxcednt Christmas day, from 9:30
to 12 noon; afternoon sessions, admigsion 20¢ including tax, on Saturdays, Sundays
and holidays fran 2 to 5 P.M, and aléo on week days from 2:30 to 5:30 P.l,
evening sessions, 7iG0 to 11 P.M., admission 40¢ including tax.

Tce skates can be rented at a charze of 50¢, roller skabes are issued
.free of charze. General admission for spectators to the buildinz is 9¢ for
children under twelve years of age and 11¢ including tax for alllothers* There
will be @ special speed ice skating session every Saturday evening from 5:15 to
6 P.l:s with the regular admission of 40¢. There is no additional charze for
checking clothes.

Excellent eating faéilities are provided at reasonable prices for the
convenience of the natronse. There is alsc »rivate dining room space on the
balcony overlooking the skating rink where snecial banquet »narties way be con-
ducted by organizations and grouns.

In accoédance with the devartment's policy established sarly this
year admission to members of the Allied Forces in uniform will be free.

The building mway be reacied via the Ffollowingz transit lines:

IRT, BT subways to 11ith Street, Covona Stations Psdestrian
walk to the bhuilding.

Indevendent lines to Grand Avenue Station, Flushing Ridgewoold
trolley to Horace Fardinz Boulevard and Grand Central Parkway.
Poedestrian walk o the building.

Free autcmobile parking space is vrovided adjacent to the
building,
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The Denartment of Parks announces that the city-wide finals
in the softball tournament for girls 16 years of age and older and men
over 21 years will take place at Macombs Dam Park, Bronx, on Sunday,
September 27, according to the following schedule. |

In the gzirls event the borough of Richmond will play Bronx
at 12 noon.

Simﬁltaneously, in the men's division, the winning team from
Richmond will play that of Brooklyn. The winner of this semi-final
game will play the team from the Bronx to decide the city championship
at 2:00 p.m,

Sweatshirts bearing the sycamore leaf emblem of the Park
Department will be awarded the members of the winning team and gold
pins to the loserg. Silver pins. will be given To the borough

Wwinners.
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The Department of Pg;ks anpounces the completion and opening to
the public of a new playsround adjacent to Public School Number 35 located
in the middle of the block, bounded by Sumner Avenue, McDonough Street,
lewis Avenue and Decatur_Street, Brookliyne

The site was acquired in July of 1941 by the Board of Bstimate for
school and playground purpeses. During school hours the playground wili be
operated by the Board of Education and at all other times by the Derartment
of Parks for general community use,

In preparation for the playground, 18 two and three family build-
ings had Yo be demolisied. The playground, aporoximately 200 feet square,
lies immedistely west of the existing school which will be consideradbly ex-
vanded after the war, Access to the facility is controlled by three gates,
one leading to the school and one each to MeDonough and Decatur Streets.

A softball field with hooded backstop, one basketball court with
removable standards, two practice basketball standards and four handball
courts have been provided, g

The construction of the »nlayground was done by the Work Projects
Adminisi‘;ration from plans prepared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 there
were 119 mplaygrounds in the five boroughs, 66 of which have been reconsgtructed.

There are now with this new addition 482 playzrounds in the park syshem.

¥ % ok X
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The Department .of Parks announces that the first city-wide championship
in the Harvest Dance _Contest will be held on the Mall, Central Pa:elc, 7end Stzfeet
and Center Drive, Tuesday, September 22, at 8:30 PMe In the event of rain,- the
contest will be held at the same location on the following night,

On the judges stand will be the following personages well known in the
field of dancing: Arthur Murray, director of the Arthur Murray School of Dancing;
Oscar Duryea, director of the Duryea Dancing Studios; Donald Sawyer, director of
.the Sawyer studios; Floren_ce Doughty, director of the Florence Doughty Dance
Studios and Lawrence 4. Hostetler, Author of "I'hs Art of Social Dancing™ amnd
faculty member of New York U-iversity. Also present as invited guests and Honora-
Ty Judges will be Mayor LsGuardia, Al Smith, Park Cormissioner Robert MHoses, Floyd
L. Carlisle, Chaimman of the Board of Consolidated Edison Company, Clarence L. Law,
Vice-President, Consolidated Edison Company, Rear idmiral B, J. Marquart, U, S. N.,
Conma.mian‘b, Srd Naval Disyrict, and Major General T, A. Terry, U. S; A, , Command-
ing Genefal, Znd Corps Area.

During the past two weeks, the preliminary competitions were held in
eacl of the five boroughs. Larze audiences turned out to witness the terpschorean

‘art in all its forms and expression_s. The devotees of the waltz énd the fox trot
were hard pressed for audience interest by the up and going jitterbugs. The
judgoes of the respecfive borough contests, after much deliberation, decided that

ninety-five couples qualified foxr the city-wide finels on September 22. This I

gelection was predicated on a comprehelnsive variety of factors, ineluding posture
and appearance, tempo and rhythm, proper execution and variety;

Thi-oughout the preliminaries, two items of unusual interest have beent
the special division for the men of the Armed Forces, and the ﬁld Timera Waltz,

wiicge Finalists will anpear on this same evening. 4[

Each couple will be peraitted to demonstrate its ability in a limited '
Period of time, and will be adjudzed according to the Olympic Scoring System.

Hendsome prizes of substantial valus will be awarded to eac: coritesif‘aﬁt
who attains first place in each of the five classifications. In addition, there

will be a trophy for the besgt all 'round dancing teains | 1

A e

Dick Rogers amd his orchestra will officiate for the svening with 8id

Garris acting as Master of Ceremonies. To add to the evening's entertainment, Mae

e
Bl
St A

Fred Carattini and Miss Bessie Larotonda, the winners of the recent Dally News

A
Bl

Harvest Moori Ball, will give a demonstration of their technique which merited

them first places ’00
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Del: 9/17/22 - 1 p.m.

The Depoartment of Parks announces that the City-wide
finals of the chess and checkers tournament will take place at
Reckscher Playground, Central Park, on Saturday, September 19.
The junior group, consisting of boys and girls who have not
reached their 17th birthday, will begin at 11 aem. The two
remaining groups of con’cesté.nts, roanging from 17 to 50, end
those over fifty, will play at 2 p.ns Chess finals will be
held st the same location on Sunday, Seoptomber 20, st 10 a.m.

Each borough has been condueting preliminary matches
in ench of these divisions for the past three woeks to deter-
mine its two best players for the City-wide finals.

Gold and silver. pins will be awarded to the first and
socond place winners in each division at the finalse Bronze

pins will be given to borough winners.

Wk ek ook
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Del: 9/17/42
1 pem. .
2 pix: POST-WAR SEWAGE DISPOSAL
#21810
#21811 : _ FUTURE BATHING BEACHES AND
OTHER PARK WATERFRONT IMPROVEMEXTS

The City now has tweive miles of public bathing beaches located at
Coney Island, Brocklyn; Jacob Riis Park emd Rockeway Beach, Queens; Orcherd
Beach, Bronx; and South Besch and Wolfe's Pond, Richmond. EBach year these -
beaches receive increasingly heavy use and it is generally recognized that
in years to come they will be inadequate.

The water at these beachos has beéh\%ffectéd little, if any, by the
sewage pollution of the City's bounding waters.‘\ﬁhere was a time when safety
of the water at Coney Island was seriously jeopardized, but this condition was
remedied in 1935 by the construction of the first unit of the Comey Islend diew
posal plant and will be entirely corrected upon ﬁhe completion of the present
program, There had besen some slight pollution of the waters at Orchard Beach
by the sewers at City Island, but the plant on Hart’s Island started treat-
ment of this sewage & few days ago, so that now there is no danger from pollu-
tion of the weters at any of the public beaches.

There are still many miles of undeveloped beach frontage in park
areas which will be suitabls for public bathing when pollution, brought about
by the indifferencelof former administrations, has been removed. IMuch of this
additional beach area is more readily sccessible to congested neighborhoods,
and when developed will make bathing aveilable to thousands of people vwho are
unable to use existing beachos.

With the exception of the Coney Island and Hart's Island plants,
the sewage disposal systems already in operation have had little effeoct on

a3

the condition of water at the established beaches. The other plants ab



Ward's Island, Bowery Bay, and Tallmen's Island were intended primarily to
cloan up the indescribably filthy condition of the waters in the heart of
the City.

The post=wor program of construction of public improvements con-
templates the completion of slmost the entire sewage disposal system in the
City. Some of the additiomnal plants are under construction and will be in
partial or complete operation even before the end of the war, although only
contracts presently in force can be completed beceuse of priorities and other
conditions incident %o the war effort.

Along the north shere of Jamaica Bay there are three milss of
publicly owncd beach. Taking advantage of the cleaneup of the waters of
Jamaica Bay, the development of the upland area between Spring Crock Basin
and Frosh Croek Basin, and the construction of a bathing boach at Canarsie
Pork, will be the first major step toward the development of Jameice Bay for -
recreation purposes. The development of tho uplend areas will provido
picnic grounds, parking ficlds and game areas, wiile the construction of a
beach at Canarsie will provide the first bathing beach in these waters.

This beach willlform a part of the devclopment of Canarsie Park, which is
alrecady partially completed. The Jamaica disposal plant now under construc=
tion, located at the head of Bergen Zmsin, will be comploted and plocaed in
operstion this year. The 26th Ward plant, just east of Canarsio, is under
congtruction but cannot be completed until after the war. It is expected,
however, to bo placed in partial operation next year. The immediate opere=
tion of thesc plants will partially clear up the peliution of Jamaica Bay,
but the complote purification of the bathing ores at Canarsie cannot be ox-

pocted until after the war, when the 26th Viard Plent and the Rockawey Plant,
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to be built on Beach Channel just east of Beach 116 Street, can be completed.

At Little Bay on the north shore of Queens, end at Ferry Point Park
in the Bronx, there are morc waterfront ereas which are planned for bathing, to
provide the additional facilities so badly needed in the Bronx and relieve the
pressure and orowds at Orchard Beach. On the opposite side of the Bast River,
south of Throggs Neck, Little Bay forms a natural 1ocﬁtion for a bathing
beachs This dovelopment is adjacent to the Cross Island Parkwey and the Clear-
view Golf Course. The purification of the waters at thesc beaches deponds
upon the treatment of sewage coming from the northerly section of Quoens, oast
of Flushing. This requires the construction of en intercepting sewer to carry
tho sewage to the Tallman's Island plant.

The balancc of pollution in this ares will be remedied by the con-
gtruction of the Hunts Point plant in the Bronx, which will serve the whole
esast half of the Bronx, Plans are now being drawn for.the construction of
this plant, bubt no construction cen be undertsken until after the wear.

The completion of construction of the Rockaway, 26th Ward, and
Hunts Point plants, and the north Queens intorcepting sewer, will moke safe
bathing conditions for en edditional mile and one~half of public beach, In
general, it will take about two years for this construction, and one year
thereafter for pollution of the waters to eliminate itself. This means that
these beachegnwill be safé for public use within three years after the end of
the war.

&% Dykors Boach it is not likely that tho construction of the Owl's
Head plant vill be sufficiont to make the bsach safe for bathing. Tho Passalce
Valloey sower outfall at Robbins Reef, in the centér of the Upper Bay, dis-
charges 150 million gallons por day of partially treatod sewage, which un-

doubtedly will still be felt at Dyker Beach. This sewer is specifically oxompted



from the jurisdiction of the Intorstate Sanitation Commission. Some years ago
the City started legal action to clean up this condition, but the case was thrown
out of court because the City itself had accomplished little or nothing in the
purification of its own sewage. With this as a precedent, it is apparent that
the City must clean its own house before it cen hopo to force the New Jersey
;ammunities to take the necessary action to cleem up this last major source of
pollution of the City's recrestionel water frontags. However, to supplement
the eoxisting swimming pools and to serve the crowded areas of Dyker Heights
and Bensonhurst, it is plonned to construct a swimmiﬁg poel in Dyker Beach
Park. Together with additional playground and recreation facilities, this
will complete the development of Dyker Beach Park, facilities of which have
recently been increased by the ficld sports and playground areas along the
Shore Parkwoy.

Besides these beach developments, there are other waterfront park
improvements under way or proposcd. Sound View Park on the BEast Rivor at
the mouth of the Bronx River, when completed, will not only be one of the moat
intensively developed waterfront parks, but also an oxample of what con be
accomplished by regulated vimter and land fills jointly controlled by the De-
partments of Sanitation and Parks. In addition to the general park aréas for
passive recreation and the playgrounds and game areas on its borders, designed
for the use of the adjoining neighborhood, which includes the Clason Point
Houses devolopment, it will be provided with two large field sports areas,
field houscs, and smple provisions for spectators.

Filling of this park is now well under way. The bulkhead which
will border the waterfront promonade has now been completed and the Dopartment

of Sanitation is rapidly filling the area.
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In Bronx Park, north of the Botanical Garden, in the area now being.'
developed as a playground, we plan a gwimming pool, provided proper arrangéments
can be made with the New York Botanical Garden.

Hunter Islend, one of the most.intensively used picnic areas in the
City, is scheduled for improvement. This native woodland with its attractive
shore line will be developed with the proper facilities for handling even
larger numbers of piecnickers. I% will be provided with additional fireplaces
and tables, walks, sanitary facilities and concessions.

At Ward's Island, considereblo progress has been made in the program
for cloearing the island of the hospitals. A portion of the island has already
been developed and plans for o pedestrisn bridge to comnect with the upper east
side of Manhatten, have been drewn which will meke the island readily accessible
to the most congested neighborhood in the City. Eventually, thore will be 207
acres bf park recrsation facilities available. The State postewar program will
provide hospitals which will permit the removal of patients from Ward's Island
gnd the completion of the park.

In order to provide additional recreation for the southeasterly
section of the Bromx, arrangements hﬁwe been made to construct a pedestrian
overpaess which will provide access to Randall's Island for thosé now living in
this section of the Bronx. It has been impossible to find areas of sufficient
size to provide field sports, but construction of this overpass across the rail-
road and the Bronx Kills, will be an ideal solution.

At Inwood Hill Park, the development of one of the most piéﬁuresque
park sites in Manhatton has been substantially completed. A boat basin was
oreated by straightening the Harlem River Ship Canal and joining the resulting

island to Manhatten. A boat house and dock will be completed after the war.
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Considerable progress has alreédy been made in the conversion of
Flushing Moadow Park from a fair site to & park and reoredtion area, by locate
ing athletic fields and playgrounds for neighborhood use slong the boundaries.
The next stage in the development will be the completion of the portion west of
Grand Central.Parkway between Horace Harding Boulevard and the Long Island Rail
Road, and the dovolopment of additional areas in +the vicinity of the Amphitheatre,
now a permanent outdoor swimming pool, and along lowrence and Rodman Streets.

The development of the tidal swamp at Alley Park east of the Belt
Parkway, will reclaim this arca and provide recreational facilitics, including
fiesld spofts, smell playgrounds for local use, picnic areas, and continuation
of the Cross Island Parkway bicycle path. A part of the f£ill for this area
hos already beon placed.

With the completion of tho dovelopment at Great Kills, Richmond, as a
boat basin, bathing beach, and recreation arec, Marino Pork will provide one of
the largest ond most completo waterfront parks in the City. Severcl million
additional yords of fill will have to be placed by the Department of Sanitation
before other work can proceed. Mbanﬁhile, funds have been provided for contract
plans which will be ready to let at the end of the war.

For several yoars, the Park Department has requested funds for the
construction of additional facilities in Marine Park, Brooklyn, to.supplemsnt
playgrounds built by the WPA. Each year, Capital Budget request has been deonied.
However, as part of the postewar progrom, funds have now been provided to do ex-
tensive work in this large woterfront park, nnd an adequate amount is available
for detniled plans. In addition to the usual rccreation and park festures, o
boat basin, golf course, and additional picnic eroas are provided.

This poste=war watorfront program, added to what has already been done,
will restore to public use New York's groatest noturel horitagoe

sk okegeak kK
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The Department of Parks ennounces the completion of work in
connection with the reconstruction of a 1-% acre playground on the north
side of Aberdeen Street near Bushwick Avenue in the Borough of Brooklym.

The Property was originally acquired by the City for subway pur-
poses to permit the installation of ventilating structures. The Department
of Parks was granted & permit in 1934 to develop the surface as a playground.
A circular wading pool and playground aspparatus were installed in a fence
enclosed bituminous area built on two levels.

The current project for reconstruction just completed included a
brick comfort station, relocation of slides, swings and seesaws for kinder-
garten and older children and a new irrigated send pit. Repeirs were made %o
the existing chain link fence and new sections snd gates were added. The old
benches were repaired and new ones installed.

The work of reconstruction which was done by the Work Projects
Administretion from plans prepared by the Department of Parks also included
ﬁrainage; irrigation and lighting. In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds in
the five boroughs, 66 of which have been reconstructed. There are now 481

playgrounds in the park system.
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. _%z' f/%/ré o The Depertnent of Parks sumounces the beginning of the fall

harvests at the ten Park Department Children's Gardens in the five
boroughs. On Wednesday afternoon, September 16, at 4 p.m., the
Seward Park Gardeﬁs will hold iﬁs harvest.

Seward Park, at Ee;st Broadway and 'Ca.nal Street, is on
the lower east side of the City, axn  w:llkoly spot to éee corn,
beets, broom corn, and pea.nutﬁ growing. The crops to be harvested
by.the children from their individuzal 4; x 8! plots ares: corn,
beans, carrots, 8wiss chard, beets, and kohlrabl.,

The seeds, tools, and instruction ir gardening are
furnished by the Department of Pé.r]:s as wart of its annual rec-
reation program. Other small plots wers planted with flowers,
cotton, peeputs, broom corn, and other novelties.

Children from the gafden club of the Eduestional Allisnce

will also participate in the harvesting of the crops.

wAdk ENck koK
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The Department of Parks arnnounces that entries for the Amsteur Photo Cone
test will be accepted until the closing date, September 19.

This contest, conslisting of two divisions namely, children through 16
years of age and nersons 17 years and older, has for its subject matter rpictures
showing recreational activities of children or adults in piaygrounds, varks, swim-
ming pools, golf courses, tennis courts or zoos under the jurisdiction of the
Department of Parks.

Pictures submitted in the junior division meed not be any special size,
but must be mounted. The senior division entries must be 8" x 10" and mounted on
stiff cardboard.

When submitting Qntries the contestant should write his name, age,
z2édress and lecation where the picture was taken, on the reverse side of ths
mbunting. All negatives should be kept available. Contestants may submit not
more then five pictures. The Department of Parlcs sh~ll have the right to repro-
duce any pleture submitted for Park pufposes. Suitable prizes will be ewsrded
in sach group. |

Entries may be subnitted to:

Mainhatten « C. Stark, Supervisor of Recreation, 64 Strect & Fifth Awenue, N.Y.C.

3rooklyn = J. Dowming, Supervisor of Recreation, Litchficld Hansion, Prospect
Park, Bioocklyn, W.Y.
Sronx - J. McCormack, Supervisor of Recreation, Bronx Fark Easst & Birchall
Avenue, Bronx, N.Y.
Jueens ~« J., Murrav, Supervisor of Recreation, The Overloox, Kew Gardens, Queens
Richmond ~ Miss McEvoy, Superv1sor of Reoreastion, Clove Lake Field House, New

Brighton, Staten Island

Fokdk Akl ko
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lpixs 2/7 ¢ The Department of Parks amnounces the completion and opening.
to the public of a new playground on Central Avenue between 70th Street
and 7Tlst Street, Queens.

A portior of this one acre rectangular plot was tranferred

- from the Board of Education to the Department of Parks and founded out
oy the purchase of mdjacent private property.

The outmoded school building end private re.sidences on the site
wore demolished to provide much needed recreational space for the neighbor-
hood.

The new development includes a brick comfort station, handball
and basketball courts, & softball diamond and & free pley area. Swings,
slides, seasews and & jungle jym have been installed for the children.

The entire area is enclosed end bordered by shede trees.

The work was porformed by the Work Projects Administration ffom
rlans prepared by the Departmént of Parks, In 1934 there wers 119 play-
grounds in the five boroughs, 65 of which have boen reconstructed. There

are now with this new addition 481 playgrounds in the park system.

Aok Aok Ak¥
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# 5 }2“7 165 The Department of Parks announces the completion and opening of s

J% js ¥ new playground and also the ded:.ca.tzon of & meimorial flagpole at Park Avenue
éuwf/‘wmd Floyd Street, Brooklyn, on September 8 at 4:00 pim.

# 8- >/7 Meyor LaGuardia, Borough President Cashnhors, Assemblyman Robert J.

Crews snd Major Irving V. A. Huie, Work Projects Administrator for the .City

of New York, will participate as speakers. Robert Moses; Commissioner of

Parks, will preside.

The one scre rectangular plot occupying o portion of the block be-
tween Pafk Avenue eand Floyd Street was acquirsd February 20, 1941 by condemr
nation for playground purposes. It is located in ons of the older under-
privileged neighborhoods whére no recreational facilities were available.

Since the land for this playground was acquired, it has been
decided to establish cne of the new state housing developments in this neigh-
borhood. As part of this plan, the new playground will be expanded so that-
when the.housing development is completed the nlayground will be twice as
large.

Eight three and four story frame residences had to be demolished
before work could start on the playground. The playground is built on two
levels with a connecting stairway end with entrance gates provided on Park
and Floyd Streets. It contains a brick corfort station, shuffleboard, basket-
ball and handball courts, a roller and ice skating area, a wading pool and
play apparatus.

| The memorial flagpole which will be dedicated contains the following
inseription:
In Memory of
Private Samuel V. Crews
World War Veteran
Transpertation Corps
Compeny 875

Samuel Crews was born April 30, 1887 and died July 13, 1929, He
was & member of the 47th Wew York Infantry Post No; 147 end a brother of
John R. Crews, Republican leader of Kings Coﬁnty and also of Rébert J. Crows,
member of the New York State Assembly.

The work was performed by the Work Projects Administration from plans
preparsd by the Departmsnt of Parké. Tn 1934 there were 119 playgrounds in the
five boroughs, 65 of which have been reconstructed. There are now with this
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,;é!
’MJJ/M _41,-{‘.-"3 The Departm_ent of Parks snnounces the completion of a regulation

/a&'_ ; size baseball fisld on the 4% acre park at the corner of West Farms Roed
4 L.-)l_;'fr-ﬂvand East Tremont Avenue, Borough of the Bronx.

This irregular shaped ﬁarcel, located in a bend of the Bronx
River was acquired by the city in August 1941 by foreclosure procesdings.
It was then leased for parking purposes with & cancellation claﬁse per=-
mitting development for public purposes.

The property was assigned this summer to the Department of Parks
for recreational purposes. | A work relief project was immedietely en- |
gaged in the olegrance of the site including minor structures, and the
salvage of automobiles and an assortment of scrap materialse.

| This new park, which was opened to the public on Lebor Day
will serve a séction of the Bronx lacking adequate recreatiomal facilities,
especially for baseball and other activa gamas for older boys a.r.ld adults.
The future development will include a field -house, bleachers and boundary

tree planting.
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The Department of Parks announces that the last of a
geriss of four Naumburg Memorial concerts will be given on the
Mall, Central Park, on Labor Day, September 7, at 8415 Pub

This concert series is contributed by Mr. Walter W,
Naumburg and Mr. George W. Naumburg, in memoxy of their father,
Eikan Naumburg, who donated the bandstand on the Mall, |

The concert will be given by the Naumburg orchestra,
with Vietor Bay as conductor, and Private William Horne ag the
tenor soloists The program will include various selections
from such ramous artists as: Tschaikowsky, Liszt, Bizet,

Moussorgsky and Weber.
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The Depaz_‘tment -of Parks announces that the eliminations for
the Harvest Dance Contest will teke place according to the following
schédule:
Brooklyn =~ Prospect Park, 1} Street & Prospect Park West
Tuesday, 'September 8, at 2315 P M.

Manhattan - Mall, Central Park, 78 Streev & Central Park
Wednesday, qutember 9, at 8:15 P.M,

Bronx - Poe Park, 192 Street & Grand Concourse

Thursday, Sentember 10 at 83115 P.M.

The winngrs in those borough eliminations will be eligible to
cccmpe‘be in the finals to be held on the Mall, Central Park, on Tuesday,
Septenber 22, at 8415 P.M. Suitable prizes will be awarded to the

borough winners.
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The Department of Parks announces the closing of the 17 outdoor swimm:.ng .
pools and £ beaches under its jurisdict-ion on Septembér 7, 1942. No charge will
be made for parking facilities after that date at either Jacob Riis Park or Or-
chard Beach. The Pitch Putt Golf Course at Jacob Riis Park will rem@in open for
play until November 30.

Immediatelﬁr affer closing, the following listed pools will be converted
into active play areas and re:opened for use on Saturday, September 1Z2.

MANHATTAN

Hamilton Fish Pool
Colonial Pool
Highbridge Pool
Thomas Jefferson Pool

Hast Houston and Sheriff Streests
Bradhurst Avenue, Wast 145 and 147 Strects
Amsterdam Avenue and 173 Street

111 to 114 Streets and First Avenue

BROOXLYN

Sunget Pool
MeCarren Pool
Red Hook Pool
Betsy Head Pool

7th Avenue and 43 Sireet

Driggs Avenue and Lorimer Street
Clinton, Bay and Henry Streets
Eopkinson, Dumont and Livonia Streets

BRONX
Crotona Pool | - 173 Street and Eﬁlton Avenue
S
Astoria Pool - 19 Street and 23 Drive
Faber Pool ~ Faber St. between Richmond Terrece & Xill Ven Kull

Facilities will be provided for paddle tennis, shuffleboard, béaketball,
soft })all and various group games. Leagues will be formed in these sports and
rezgular scheduled gémes will be held between the pool clubg.

These play centers will be opened free to the public from 2 P.M, unt.il
10 PuM. daily except Saturdays, Sundays and holidays when the hours of operation
will be from 10 Ad. until 6 Pl

During the season, now closiﬁg, 1,955,966 perscns have avajled them~
solves of the swimming facilities pr_ovi;ied by the 17 outddor pools, of these,
583,630 were children admitted during the free periods; ’?92;’?96 were children
who paid 9¢ and 533,274 were adults who paid 25¢ admission. 46,226 members of

the armed forces were admitted free during the secasone
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The Department of Parks ammounces thet the city-wide {inals
of the paddie tennis tournament for Park playground boys and girls will
take place at Bast River Park at 10 Street on Ssburday, Sevbember 5,
according to the following scheduls:

Girls Junior Division{l14 to0 17 years) = 11:00 A.M,
Girls Senior Division(1S years and older)- £:00 Pk,
Boys Junior Division(14 to 17 years) -~ 113100 A,
Boys Senior Division(18 years and older) = 2:00 P
Mixed Doubles Junior Group ~ 11:00 A.Ma
Mixed Doubles Senior Group = 2100 P.M.
Gold pins will be awarded to the finalists in eacn divisim

and silver pins to the borough winners.

* % % XK
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With furbher reference to Pierce Trowbridge Wetter, his lawyer, William
Bradford Roulstons, and Battery Parks

1 see that Wetter's counsel has had time to catch his breath and to
make some more mis~statements on behalf of his client. |

We are now informed that Wetter was a young Quaker pacifist who got
inte bad campany in the last war which he opposed on conscientious groundse Wo
are further infommad that a wicked judge by the name of landis sent him up for
five years for no good reasons, and that a number of distinguishe@ poople, moest
of them now dead, subsequently gave Wetter a clean bill of health.

This is a lovely story, but it happens not to be true. Wetter was onse
of a gang of thugs and saboteurs who interfered with the milit&_ry and civil worﬁs
of the ‘Uni'bed States in the World War., He was mixed up with such pleasant 1ittle
vacificists as Haywood and other I.WuW. leaders. He did not have a single
characteristic of a Quaker, and I never heard of a Quaker behaving as he did.

The testimony at his trial covers many pageg and is a public record.
The decision in the case was made not by a single judge but on appeal in a re-
view of the en'l;:ire proceedings, by the U. 8. Circuit Court of Appeals,

- Did Wetter behave like a Queker after he got out? He did note Let
me gquote two short paragraphs from an article in the New York Times of July 19,
1923, which will indicate that Wetterl, then  twenty~eight Iyears cld, was not
much of a patriot and upholder of ﬁmériéan ingtitutions: The Times articls was
entitled "20,000 I.W.W.'s Move Cn Port Arthur, Texas.™ Here are the quotations:
®According to Pierce C. Wetter, 107 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, who is one of the

leaders here, sbout 200 members of the Marine Transport Workers' branch have
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already started for the Texas town, Within a few days, he said, a second call
would be sent out which would call the workers from the wheat fields of the
Middle West. According to Wetter, 20,000 I.W.W.'s are expected to march on

Port Arthure® e

"The plan, according to Wettér, is to toverrun the town' with jobless
I.W.W.'S and thus create a problem for the local authorities. At the same time,
regolutions of protest will be forwarded to the Mayor,®

Does this end the i'ecord? By no meanse. Only a few weeks ago Wetter
was one of a group of psople who made the wildest and most iryesponsible charges
agéinst the present Mayor of New York, presented them to the Governor and asked
that the Governor remove the Mayor. The Governor, of course, promptly dis-
‘missed the charges as degerving no further actions

Mr. Roulstone uses sone choice mixed metaphors about atabs in the back,
bricks back of the ear and hitting below the helt. It is obvious that he ‘k:uows
1little of sports and sportamanship. When men of the Wetter type gratuitously
fling mud on honest anci conscientious public officials and pick a fight with
them, they can't expéct to get up a new set of rules which will make them

immune from a good public sock in the jaw.

/ s/ ROBERT MOSES
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The Department of Parks arnounces a Harvest Dance Contest for novice
dance teams, open to all novice dancers who are at least 16 years of age. The
contest will consist of five separate divisions snd teams may compete in as
many clessifications as they choose. The five divisions will be thé Fox Trot,
the Waltz, the Rhumba, Jitterbug, and Waltz for 0ld Timers. In the waltz for
0ld Timers, the comBined ages of the couple must total at least 75 years, but
the ages of the individuals will neot be published.

Entries are being received at the five borough offices of.the Park
Department, particularly from those dance areas that have enjoyed the Clity-wide
prograu of soclal dencing, which the Department of Parks has besen conducting in
the parks of the five boroughs all summer. i

Entries will close on September 5th, =nd must be in the berough recrea-
tion offices of the Departrmert of Parks, on or before that date.

Park Debartmeﬂt Borough Cflices: |

ILIUHATTAF -~ Arsenal Building, 64 Strest & Mifth ﬁvenue

BROCKLYN -~ Litchfield llemsiow, Prospect Perk

BRONX Brony Park East & Birchall Avenue

CIRENS « The Overlook, Kew Gardens, Forest Park
CRICHAOID Clove Lakes, Few Brighton, Staten Islend '

Fe change in partners will be permitted after an application is filed.
Aerobatic, stunt, and trick novelty dances will be barred. Suitable prizes will
be awarded to borough winners, and to the City-wide winners in the Tipals.

The following are the dates and locations of the elimination contests
in the respeckive boroughs:

BRCOKINE - Prospect Park - 11 Street & Prospect Park test
on Tuesday, Ssotenbsr 8 at 8:15 p.m.

MVHATTAY « Mall, South of 72 Strest, Central Park
on Wednesday, September 9,at 8:15 p.m.

BROEX - Poe Park - 192 Street & Grand Concourse
or: Thursday, September 10,at 8:15 p.n.

GUEETS ~ Vietory #ield, liyrtle Averue & Voodhaver. Blvd., Forest Park
on Tuesday, September 15,at 8:15 p.m.

RICHOND = lMcDonald Pleyground, FPorest avenue near Broadway,

¥V est Mew Brighton
on Wednesday, September 16,at 8:15 p.m.

The winners in the bLorough eliminations will be eligible to compete
.in_the Finals to be held on the Hall, Central Parlz, Tuesday; September 22, at

8:15 pem.
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Among the many recreational activities of the Devartment
of Parks has been the square dancing at the 105th Street and River—
side Playsround. On every Wednesday evening from sevem %o nine,
trained Park Department personnel can be heard twanging - Do Si
Do Your Partner™ and "Allemamde left with the lady on your left™.
The vigor with which the farmers of Manhattan enter into the
familiar patterns would put their country cousinsg to shame, While
several thousand less enterprising hayseeds clap their hands in

Thythm, forty square or more take the "lady Round the Lady™, and

gee "Their Darling Nellie Home,"
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The Department of Parks annocunces the city finals of
the Jacks Contest for girls will be played at Heckscher Play-
ground, Central Park, on Wednesday, August 26, at 2:30 P.M.

The finalists will be chosen from two divisionse. The
first is the "Midget™ division, for girls up through nine years
of agze, The second group is for girls from 10 to 15 years of
age.

Eliminations have been taking place durinz the vast
fow weeks in the nlaygrounds throughout the five borouw:irs.

The best player is eacl division in eack of the five boroughs
will compefe on Wednesday for the title of "City Champion™.

| A gold pin will be awarded to the winner in each
division, and a silver pin to the runner-up. Bronze pins will

be awarded vo the borouzh winners.
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The Women's and Junior Boy's Municipal Golf Championships originally
scheduled at the Split Rock Golf Course on Sunday, August 8, but washed out due to
hsavy rain, will be held on Sunday, August 23, Due to the condition of the §plit
Rock Course as a result of the repeated storms, fhe tournaments have been moved to
the Clearview course, Bayside, Queens.

) Southpaw "Pat" Shanshen, winner of the women's title f&r the past two years
will defend her title against a field of 19 others in 36 holes of medal play. Ten of
the women taking pert in_this tournement are champions on.one of the ten Municipal
Courses and the other teﬁ are their runners-—up.

Among those who are expected to afford the greatest competition for "Pat"
Shanshen are Jesn Stuhler, a Queens College freshman who pla&ed number two position
ot the College Men's Golf Teama.ﬁnnette Reyl, former Munieipal Chempion from 1837 to
1939; Helen Gilligan, a sister alumnus of "Pat's" from Hunter College whose 81 on the’
Dyker Begch Course gave her the course title.

In the Junior Boy's Division Roger Shephard, the Silver Leke Course
champion, The Municipal Junior Title holder in 1940 and who tied for second, four
strokes beohind the winner in 1941, is favored to rogain his Municipal Title.
Shephard's teem mate, Sven Martinson is expected to be the former title holder's
greatest opposition. John Goward, the Clearview Champion with the advantage of
playiﬁg on hig home course may prove to be a real contender.

This tournsment is a part of the Department of Parks Third Annual Sports
Tournament under ths sponsorship of the Park Assocliation of Few York City.

Immediately following the end of the matches, the champions will be taken
to the Flushing Meado& Amphitheatre in Flushing Meadow Park where the New York State

and Men's and Women's Swimming Championships will take place, and receive their
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'I'he final round in the Junior Boys S;ngles and the Men's Doubles Divi-
~ sions of the Municipal Tennis Championships will be held at the courts at Central
~ Park, 93rd Street and the West Drive on Saturday, August 23+ On the seme day the
semi-final round in the men's singles will start st 4130 PuM. with the finals on
Sunday at 2:00 BMe | | | |
Ted Schein former N.Y.Us $ennis ceptain, Manhattan Champion and seseﬂded
number one will play the winner of the Al Doyle~George Lashley match. Doyle,
ééeded. umber four -waa the formf‘@;eens title~holder. |
In the'lower half of the draw Vincent Paul, the Iong Island and Queens
titleist, who has taken part in all of the mational tournaments this season wi_ll _
pley Don Hume of Brooklyn, Hume, former captain of Brooklyn College seeded third,
is e:ﬁpec‘bad to ble a worthy opponenf for Paule
| In the Junior Boys .singles Harry Burdick, Brooklyn champion will play
Roy Weisamem, the Manhattan king for the 'Mxmicip&l crown at 11 AWM. on Saturdaye..
On Thursdey evening Natasha, Irwin, the perennial Bronx Chémioidn defeated
Ester DeFarkas of Queens 6-4, 6;5 to enter the final round of the women's singles.
In the otﬁer half of the draw Virginia Burrell the recentrwimiell of the Manhattan
crown will play Iucille Matlow for the right to play in the finals.

_ 'fhe menfs doubles division will have Ted Schein and Mictael Kraft play !
the winner of the Randy Rothstein and Bermard Levy VS Ral\ph Axelrod and Georga |
Zito at 4:00 P.Me on Saturdaye. |

| The women's doubles have just reached the semi-final round with Virgiﬁia
Burrell and Mary Dene of Menpattan playing Incille Matlow and Margaret Neven also
of Menhattan, while Natasha Irwih of the Bronx tesms with her 16 year old daughter
Nina,. to pléyEs‘ber DeFarkas and Betty ﬁa.imaﬁ of Queenss Both of these matches
are s.cheduled :}t 3:30 PM, Saturday and the finals at 10330 A.M. Sunday «
'Immadi;ately fol‘ldwing the completion of the singles, Sunday allﬁ:arnoon,
the winpers ana rupner's-up will be teken to the Flushing Meadow Amphitheatre,
‘where the New York State A.AU. men and women's chempionships will teke place, and

.receive their trophies. - : R
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The greatest collection of swimming stars ever gathered in the Metrow
politan arca will take part in the Department of Parks Annuel Swimming Champione
ships this Saturday end Sundey at Flushing Meadow Amphitheatre, Flushing Mosdow

_Park Queens. For the first time in the history of the State Champlonshlps dll
of the men's and women's events will be held in the seme place. On Fhe_same day
there w;}l also be hold the Tri-8tate championships for members of the Y.H.C.A-
New York, New'Jersey and Comnectiout, the Hilitary Chempionships for memberé of |
the allied Armed Forces, the Municipal Employoes Champipﬁshipé and‘a gories of
ovents for novice boys and girlg 17 and under.

The Women's State Chs.mpibnshibs wi 1l include a collection of Nationsal,
Junior Nationai, St;to and Metropolikan Chaﬁpions._ Gloria Callen of the'Woﬁen‘s
Swimming Association, national backstroke chempion and holder of over 31 national
records for backsfroke, will defend hor stete title in the 100 meter-backﬁtrokeﬂ
In a special évent, Miss Callen will attompt to befter her national récord for .
the 50 meter backsbroke which she se'b.la.st year in the same poole

Amne Ross, rep.resanting the Dragon Cll_.lb of Brobklyn, the women's na'b.ion-
al one meter and threc meter outdoor diving chempion will attompt to add the New
York State title to her coilection of championshipse Dot Williams of the Women's
Swimming Associstion, who was ruﬁner-up to Anne Ross for the women’s national .

championship last week, will defend her state title in the three motor eovent.

The team from the W.S.4. will defend thoir teesm title with such national .

stars as Mildred O'Donnell, Merilyn Sahner, Betty Lawson, Rose Anne Hamilton and
Fhoobs Rosen. The strongest compcetition that thé'W.S.A, will have for the team
'tit_le-wiu'be the‘"Diagon Club of Brookl:);rﬁ,. who willl be represented by such out~
standing champions as Margarst Buda, Joan Déan, Phyllis Smithwick, Catherine
Sulliven, Norma Dean and Eiloon Safarik togebher with meny others.
In the 100 motér breast.stroke Lorraine Fisher, former ﬁational
L Medley Queon and holdor of over 26 natiomal records will defend h@r'title;'
Florence Milligan of ﬁhﬂ Sholton Dolphins, Metropolitan broast_stréké;ohampion '
has also enﬁereé the 100 m@ter breast stroke champ}onship. . i ‘
© Mike Priano, Flgtbﬁsh Boys Club, pationai.long distance champidn'andl'
recent winner of the national 300 mnter medley folay championghip, haa antered
the Pontathlon. Last year Prianc won the Metropolitah Psntathlon cha.;npzonship.'
The. Dragon Club'will try to dethrone the N.Y.&.C. as the state title
~ holder and have entered Authur Campbali ‘the dsfending ohampion in the 100 mater

backstroke and tha senior Matropolitan 100 moter free»style champion, arthur '

|
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Lester Kaplan, former inter-collegiate and metropolitan breast strcke
title holder will wear the colors of the Dragon Club in the 200 meter breast
stroke championship,

The N.T+A.C. will bs well reprosented with former state, metropolitan
and inter-collsgiate champion, Jack Smith who will defend his title in the thres
meter dive. Tom Fimnerty, Parnell Callshan, John Sormen and James McNeil will
defend their state 300 meter medley and 400 meter free styie relay championship.
In the military events members of the Cosast Guard, Army, Navy and Air Forces
have placed men in the finals.

The Orange V.M.C.A. winners of the Tri-State Championship for the past
two years are a heavy favorite to retain their title but they will find plenty of
opposition from a strong Bridgeport Y.,H.C.A. Geam.

The Municipal Employees champions, Father Knickerbocker'’s Fire Eaters
are expected to dethrons the Police Departmont.

There will bs no admission charge and arrangements have boen made to
handle over 7,000 spectators.

Besides the swimming championships there will be a Pool Show and
special exhibition on Saturday and Sundey.

These swimming championships wi 1l bring to a close the Department of
Parks Third Annual Sports Tournamernt sponsored by the Park Association of New
Yorlke City. At the conclusion of the swimming evenﬁs, the awards will be pre-

sented to the winners of the Municipal Golf, Tennis and Swimming Championships.
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Split Rock Golf Course in the Bronx, will be the scene of two
Mun1clpal Golf Championships on Sunday, August 9th, The Junior Boys will

tee off at 9 A.M, and the Women's Championship will start a half hour
later,

These tournaments will really be tournaments of Champions with
the winner and rumner-up in each course chempionship tournament playing
36 holes at medal play.

Miss Patricia Shanahan, the champion for the past two years,
will defend her title against a field of twonty of the best players from
the Municipal Courses. "Pat" as she is known by har associates, is the
only south peaw in the tournement but can hit from the rlght side if she
finds it necessary.

Her 83 for 18 holes won the title at Mosholu for the fourth
year in a row,

"Pat!s" quest for her third title will find a greet deal of
opposition from some of the new course chempions as well as those who have
repeated, Jean Stuhler, an 18 year old Queens College lass, wWon the title
at Clearview with an 88 and deposed the defending champion, Annetitc Royl,
who scorsd an 8%, WMiss Reyl held the Municipal title in 1937, 1938, and
1939. Helen Gilligan, another collegian from Pat Shenahon's aluwmni, Hunter
College, shot an 81 to win at Dyker Beach. The lowest score turned in by
any of tho City ™ide Course Champions in winning a Course Title, was thet
of the Van Cortlandt titleist for thoe past three years, Adele Ernst, who
shot a 71,

Some of New York's outstending college freshman and P.S.A.L.
golfers will take part in thez Junior Boys Championship.

Roger Shephard, the Silver Lake Course Champion, the Municipal
Junior Title holder in 1940 and who tied for second, four strokes behind
the winner in 1941, is favored to regain his Municipal Title,. Shepherdt s
toam mate, Sven Martinson is axpected to be ths former title holder's
greatost opposition. 8ol Hortnan, Captain of the New Utrecht High School's
Golf Team, who =lso doubles as captain of the Termis Team, Choer Leader and
President of the Arista Society, won the Dyker Beach title for his second
yoar and should find Split Rock to his liking.

Larry Morganstern, Mosholu Course Chompion, Fran Harone &
member of Stuyvesant Hizh School Golf Team and rumer-up at 8plit Rock and
Jack Broakstone from Van Cortlandbt, whose 71 was the lowest in the eity,
will provide stiff compotition throughout.
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Play in the Municipal Tennis Championships will start on Saturday,
August 8, at the Central Park courts, 9% Street and the West. Drive. Tourna-
ments will be held t0 decide the champion in the jumior boys' singles, men's
singles and doubles, and the women's singles and doubles divisions,

This tournament is the culmination of & series of tournement s held
on 35 different batteries of courts during the month of June, The quarter-
finalists in the local tournaments then played on selected courts in each
borough for the bbroug‘n championships. The city-wide finalists ars those who
reached the gquarter-final round in their borough tournament. In all, over
2%,500 public park players have competed in these tournaments.

Play will continue on Sunday with the semi-finals on Saturday,
August 15, and the finals Sunday afternoon, August 16.

The ments singles will have ‘i;he runner-up in last year's wlay and
the present Manhatten champion, Ted Schein, seeded number one. Second seeded
is Vincent Paul, the Long Island and Queens Public Park Tennis titleist, who
has been playing excellent tennis all season in national fournzments. Don
Hume, of Brooklyn, formsr Brooklyn College tennis captain and holder of that
borough's crown for a number of years, is seeded third. In fourth position
is Al Doyle , formesr Queens Public Park champion and finalist this year with
Paui in the Queeng championghips

In the women's ranks, top seoding went to the former National Public

. Park champion and Municipal title holder for the past ten years, Helen Germaine.
Last month Miss Germaine won the New Jorsey State Women's championship. Betty

Morris, colorful Bronx playor, won the women's title in that borough last week,
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and is seeded second. In winning the title, Betty ended the eight year relign
of Natasha Irwin who, as the result of that defeat, was seeded third. .VirginLa
Burrell, the fomer Manhattan title holder, is sceded fourth.,

The secding in the junior boys division is made up of P.S.A.L. tennis
stars. Harry Burdick, Brooklyn chempion is first, Jack Moltzer, Bronx titleist,
socond, Bob Weissman, Manhattan king, third, and Ed Wilowski, Queons fitle
holder, is fourth.

The men's doublos is made up of meny of those who are also perform-
ing in the singles tournament. The Manhattan champibn, Randy Bothstein and
Lou levy, drew first Seeding as a result of their cxcellent playing this_sea— |
sones Vincent Paul, teaming up with the former Muniecipal junior champion emd
the present Fastern Scholastic titleist, Tom Burke, is seeded second. Arnold
Rubin and Milt Joseph from the Bronx are in the third seeded position, followed
by Ted Schein, a member of the 1941 Municlpal doudles championships team, who
is coupled this year with Al Kahn,

The women's doubles will start on Saturday, August 15.

* ¥ k¥
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A new outdoor roller skating rink to accommodate 500
skaters has been opened by the Department of Parks at Rockaswey
Beach, Iocated at 80th Street and the ?arkwdy it is adjacent
to the boardwalk.

There is no charge for admission and anyone who has
skates may use the rink. For those who would like to rent
skates the charge will be 10¢ for clamp skates and 25¢ for

sghoe skatese
Recorded music will continue throughout the day from

& public address systems

* % % M
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The Department of Parks announces that the third in a
gerieg of fﬁur Naumberg Memorial concerts will be given on the
Mall, Central Park, on Friday, July 31, at 8:15 P. M.

This concert series is contributed by Mr. Walter W.
Nausberg and Mr, Gaor_ge W. Naumberg, in memory of their father
Elken Naumberg, who donated the bandstand on the Mall,

The concert wili be given by the Naumberg orchestra,
with Pvt. John Barnett as conductor, and Marjorie Fulton as the
violin soleist. The program will inelude vgricus selections from
‘such famous artists as: Gounod, Rimsky-Korsakoff, Tschaikowsky,

Auber and Dinicu Heifetz.

* % ok *
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The Department of Parks will conduct a swinming chempionship for
the men in the Third Naval District at Red Hook Pool, Brooklyn, on Tuesday,_
July 28, at 6330 P. Ma

Since the members of the Marine Corps and Coast Guard are under
the jurisdiction of the U, 8. Navy it is expected that every event will be
keenly contested.

| In between the various events there will be a pool show, and
selections from the V. S. Navy Band.

The water show will consist of a water ballet of twelve girls
and the Aquebats, a clown troupe from McCarrem Pool, Brooklyﬁ. Miss Gloria
Callen, ¥}or1d's backstroke record holder will attempt to betiter her own
American Redord for the 100 yard backstroke and lorraine Fisher, Marilyn
Saimer and Gloria Callen, all of the W.S.As, the present 150 medley relay
champions will also attempt to set a new American Standard for their
speciality. "Sherry" Gabrielson, age 3, who has been swimming since she
22 months 0ld will give an exhibition and George Fissler, former U. S, .
Clympic Swimming Gﬁampion will show the evolution of swimming.

Merbors of the U. Si Navy will demonstrate swimming aids used
during emsrgencies such as the practical use of life rafts and various
types of life preserver jackets, and the technique used when swimming
with a surface film of burning oil.

There will be no admission charge. Adequate seating has been

provided for spectators,

* & K 76
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The Department of Parks announces that due to the unusual
downpour Monday in the Bronx and Westchester Count ies, it is neces-
sary to close Qrchard Beach on Tuesday, July 28, to the public,

This time is required so that park forces can regrade the
sand ot the teach which has been shifted around by the storm, drain
off surface water, pump and clean out the basement of the building,
re~fire the hot water boilers and repair electrical motors and
pumps necessary for the operatien of sewage disposal.

All men and equipment at the department's command are being

used to get the facility resdy for opening on Wednesday.

* ok ok
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The Department of Parks anmounces the opening of five new playgrounds
congtructed as part of the two and a quarter mils recreation developnent‘from
Owl's Head Park to Fort Hamilton along the Brooklyn shore of the Narrows,

‘The playgrounds located hetween the old Siore Road and the Shore Park-
way section of the Belt Parkway are at 79 Street, 83 Street, Ridge Boulevard,

99 Street and 3rd Avenue.

Besides the children's playgrounds the entire development is completed
except for a few i‘hems of work delayed becsuse of priorities. Included are 3
comfort stations, 1 field house, 2 athletic fields, court games area, bicycle
pathe, promenades along the uppsr level of Shore Road and the lower level é'f the
Belt Parkway. A portion of the park between Bay Ridge Avenue and 72 Street was
completed and opened to the public last summer. Here is an excellent example of
a parkway border turned into a shoestring park with recreation facilities,
Pleasant vistas end offscapes.

Benches and drinking fountains and irrigated sandpits have been placed
along the promenades and in the play fields. Elms, Oaks, Planes, Hawthommes,
Flowering Crab Apples, Beach Plums, Sweet Ferms, Elderberries, Bayberries, Sumacs
and several varieties of bank binding roses have been wsed in the landscaping.

Accsas o the waterfront pmmsnadés has been provided by parkway grade
separations at Bay Ridge and 4th Avenue and by pedestrian bridges over the park-
way at 80 and 92 Streets.

Because of a reduction in the budget of the number of temporary play-
ground directors, assistent gardeners zmd temporary attendants normally hired
sach year to handle summer usage of playzrounds, parks and besches, these play-
grounds will be opaned only from 10 A, to 8 P«M. DPersonnel to man the facili-
ties will be drawn from Marine, McCarren, Prospect, Owl’s Head and Sunset Parks
and fran the playgrounds at NMeptune Avenue and West 25 Street, New Utrecht Avenua-
and 70 Street, and Avenue V and Bast 14 Street, thereby causing a curtailment of
the operating hours of these older areas.

The work was perfomed by the Work Projects Administration from plans
prepared by the Department of Parks. In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds in the
five boroughs, 65 of which have been reconstructed. There are now with theae

five additions 479 playgrounds in the park systeuts

* % ¥ _ 7#
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The Department of Parke announces the schedule of Name Band orchestras

for the period July 15-23, as a continuation of the series of 53 concerts and
. dances sponsored by the Consolidated Edison Company in cooperation with the Park

Department, in the promotion of its m.xpa-bg:r:aniioﬂ.mto ‘wnd sovial dameing, at
various large parks and playgrounds throughout the city.

Benny Goodman will opven this period on Wednesday, July 15, 8300-10:00
P.Mf , at the dance area in Prospect Park located at Prospect Park West and 11
Street, and the program will be broadcaét by the Municipal Broadcasting Sation
WNYC from 8:00-8¢30 P.M.

Georgie Auld will appear at the following locationas:

July 20 - McCarven Play Center, Lorimer Street and Driggs
Avenus, Brooklyn

July 21 - Van Cortlandt Park, 241 Street & Broadway, Bronx

July 23 - Bast River Park, Bast River Drive and Rlvmgton
Street, Manhattan

Ray McKinley will pley on July 16 at the playground located at 30 Road &
45 Street, Queens; Bemmy Carter on July 17 at Claresmont Park, Clay Avenuse near
170 Street, Bronx; and Hal McIntyre, on July 22, at Jackson Heights Playground,
25th Avenue and 84 Strest, Queecns.

All the orchestras will start playing at 8:30 P«M. and continue until
10:30 P.M., with the exception of Benny Goodman's at Prospect Park on July 15
which will start at 8:00 P.M. and continue until 10300 P.M.

Wnen the schedule of those Name Bands is completed, it will mean that
21 'of the Consolidated Edison series of 53 dances will have been presented by
orchestra.s of national reputation in the city's parks since June 16.

The schedule of other Name Bands in this series will be annocunced as

soon as the necessary arrangements have been completed.
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The Department of Parks announces the cpening of thres new playgrounda
in the borough of Queens.
Dev, QL 292-103 At_Far Rockaway Boulsvard and Mott Avenue, the one quarter acre parcel

Pix: 21621
of land was transferred in 1940 from the Department of Public Works to the De-

partment of Parks for recreation purposes. Jocated between a amall public library
and firehouse it Was'necessgry t0o demolish a one~story brick structure prior te
the development. of thé playground,

An éxisting brick wall along the library property line was retained.
The remainder of the area is bordered by c¢hain link fence and block paved panels
containing benches and trees, A single gate controlled entrance provides access
from Far Rockaway Boulevards

The develomment includes kindergarten swings, slides, seesaws, and an
open play area which may be used for roller skating.

Bev. QL 294-103 At Utopia Parkway and 73 Avenue, the property, triangular in shape, was

Pixi 216786
acquired for park purposes by condemnation of private property and by transfer to

the Department of Parks of an abandoned school site. The o0ld two story formexr
school house was demolished and its former site converted into a grass surfaced
softball digmond. Also included in the improvement are two basketball and two
handball courts as well as fence enclosed play areas for various age groups coh-
taining a wading pool and typical play apparatus. A pench lined mall sepafates
the active recreation areé from the sitting area at the narrow end of the parks
[l 141-103 At 45 Avenue and 21 Street, the one and a half acre rectangular plot

Pix: _ :
21676 extending from 45 Avenue to 45 Road was acquired in 1941 by purchase and condem-

21677
72

nation for recreational purpcses.



o oo

A wide mall, lined with benches and trees in block paved panels, divides
the area into two main fence enclosed sections. Gabte controlled entrances are
provided at each gnd of this mall lsading to the centrally located brick comfort
station and plages From this point access is provided to the various subdivisions
of the playgrounde

East of the comfort station and centered on the plaza a Worid's Fair
"Court of Commmnications™ flagpole has been erected. A large wading pool cen~
tered in the east half of the playground is flanked by apparatus areas for kinder-
garten and school~age child rene. | |

The western half of the playground is a large bituminous surfacéd open
play area designed for many uses including roller skating, ice- skating, basketball
and other.group 2ame s |

Becauge of a reduction in the budget of the number of t.emporary play-
ground directors,‘ assistant gardeners and temporary attendants normally hired
each year to handle additional summer usage. of playgrounds, parks and beaches,
these three areas will be opened only from 10 AM. to 8 PeMs Personnel to man
the areas will be drawn from Rockaway Beach, Jackson Heights Playground am
Cumninghem Park thereby casuing a curtailment of the operating hours of these
older areas,

The work was performed by the Work Projects Administration from plans
prepared by the Department of Parkse In 1934 there were 119 playgrounds in
the five boroughs, 65 of which have been reconstructed. There are now with

these three additions 474 playgrounds in the park system.
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The Department of Parks announces that the city-wide
finals of the horseshos pitching tournament, singles and doubles,
for boys and men, 17 years of age and over, will take place at

Heckscher Playground, 62 Strest and West Drive, Central Park,

on Saturday, July 11, at 2:00 P. M.
Several hundred have participated in the preliminaries,

conflucted at the 459 horseshoe pitching courts of the Park De-

par’haﬁnf:, throughout the five boroughs, during the past three

weekdg.
Five doubles teams and five singles players, all of

them winners of thelr respective borough contests, will compete

for the city~wide championship next Saturday afternoon.
Gold snd silver pins will be awarded to the lst and

2nd place winners respectively, in both the singles and doubles.

* ok ok %
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The Department of Parks ennounces that the following athletic
fields, with running tracks, are available from 9 A. M. o ¢ P. M.
daily, for candidatea preparing to teke the physical test in comnection
with the Civil Service examination for Policemsan:

Manhattan ~ East River Park, 5 Street and Bast
River Drive

Brooklyn - Red Hook Stadium, Clinton, Bey and
Henry Streets

Queens - Jackson Heights Playground, 30th Avenue,
84 & 85 SBtrsets

Bronx « Macombs Dam Park, 161 Street and
Ruppert Place

Richmond ~ Clove Lekes Park, Victory Boulevard
and Clove Road '

Bach of these fields has also been egpecially furnished with
dumb-bells, bar~bells, hurdles, barriers, vaulting box and fence, in
sccordance with apecifications officially established by the Civil
Service Commission, for the examinetion. Of course, this equimnmnt is

likewisse availasble for those candidates during the same hours.
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The Department of Parks asnnounces that a series of 61 concerts
by the Pepsi~Cola Band under the sponsorship of the Pepsi=lola Company
in cooperation with the Park Department, will be presented at various
large parks of the city, beginning with the first concert on Monday,
July 6 at the Music Grove, Prospect Park, and continuing until Tuesday,

September 15, according to the attached schedule,

Twenty of these concerts are listed for the Mall, Central Park,
Manhattan; nineteen at the Music Grove, Prospect Park, Brooklynj ten at
Forest Park Music Grove, Queens,and Poe Park, Bronx; and, two at Silver
Lake Park, Richmond. They will start at 8:00 p.m. and last until 9:45 p.m.
Admission is free,

The 45 piece Pepsi~Cola Band is under the direction of John

- Meiszner and it will be accompanied by prominent guest artists at various

concerts during the series,

&9
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PEPSI~COLA BAND CONCERTS

Prospect Park Music
Grove, Brooklyn
Central Park Mall
Prbspect Park kusic
Grove, Brooklyn
Forest Park, Queens
Poe Park, Bronx
Prospsct Park, Brookljn
Forest Park Music Grove
Silver lake Park, S.I.
Central Park,Mall
Poe Park, Bronx
Prospect Park, Brooklyn
Central Park Mall
Prospect Park, Brooklyn
Central Park Mall
Forest Park, Queens
Poe Park, Bronx
Prospect Park, Brooklyn
Tentral Park Mall
Prospect Park, Brooklyn
Central Park Mall
Forest Park, Queens
Central Park Mall
Poe Park, Bronx
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Central Park Mall
Prospect Park,.Brooklyn
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Central Park Mall

Aug. 9 « Poo Park, Bronx

Aug. 10 ~ Prospect Park, Brooklyn
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Central Park Mall
Prospect Park, Brooklyn
Forest Park, Queens.
Central Park Mall

Poe Park, Bronx
Prospect Park, Brooklyn
Central Park Mall |
Prospect Park, Brooklynr
Forest Park, Jueens
Central Park Mall

Poe Park, Bronx
Prospect Park, Brooklyn
Central Park Mall
Prospect Park, Brookly=a
Forest Park, Queéns
Central Park Mall

Poe Park, Bronx
Prospect Park, Brooklvn
Central Park Mall
Prospect Park, Brooklyn
Forest Park, Queens

Central Park Mall

Poe Park, Bronx

Silver lake Park, S.I.
Central Park Mall
Prospect Park, Brooklyn
Forest Park, Jueens
Central Park Msll

Poe Park, Bronx

l4= Prospsct Park, Brooklyn

15-

Central Park Mali
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The Department of Parks asnnounces that the Independeﬁ%é bdy
Program on Saturday, July 4, will be highlighted in the various-boroughs
by borough=wide track and field championships, for playground boys end

girls. They are scheduled to take plase at 2:00 p.ms a2t the-following

1ocationag\
Manhattan « Bast River Park - 12 Street & Eest River Drive
-;EBfooklxa - Red:Hook Stadium - Clinton, Bay, and Henry Streets .
Brenx .7 Mgc0mbs Dam Park - 161 Strest and Ruppert Place
332225»;ghfgﬂictory Field - Woodhaven Boulevard snd Myrtle Avenue

It is expected that several hundred boys snd girls of various
classificaetions, ranging from the 85 1b, to the unlimited.olass,'will
participate in these meets.

A1l the competitors have demonstrated their superior athletie
ability by plscing in the preliminaries conducted in the various play-
grounds throughout the beroughs. In addition, they have been theroughly
trained in the fine points of dashing, long distance rumning, baton
passing, hréad jumping, and high jumping.

Prizes will be awarded to those who place lst, 2nd, and 3rd in

onch of the following events listed on the program.

Boxs Events

85 lbe class 100 1b. class 120 1b. class
50 yd. Dash 60 yd. Dash 70 yd. Dash
Potato Race Running Broad Jump High Jump
Unlimited

100 yd. Dash

880 yd. Dash
880 yd. Relay

Girls Events :
85 1b. class 110 1b, class Unlimited
40 yd. Dash 50 yd. Dash 60 yd. Dash
Potato Racs
There will be two seperate events for service men ineluding the

220 yard and 880 yard dash. Appropriate prizes will also be awarded to

thoge who place 1lst, 2nd, and 3rd in each of these events.

LEL I B L
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The msummer schedule of the Department of Parks outdoor
gwimming pools will go intq effeot in 13 of the 17 pools today,
when they will close at 10 p.m. |

The pools will be open at 10 a.m. to 12 noon, Monday
through Saturdey, free for children under 14 yéars of age.
During this period instructions in swimming, diving and life~
saving will be carried om. Adults'and shildren mey use the
poels from 1 p.ms to 10 p.m. Monday through Ssturday, and from
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Sundays end holideys, in all but the four
pools mentioned below. The oherge for children 12 yeers and
under it nine cents and for adults, twenty-five ocents.

The four pvools operated at John Jay Park, Carmine
Street, 60th Street, and 23rd Street will close at 8:30 p.m.

due to laeck of underwater lighting and dim-out regulations.

dded ok ik
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The Department of Parks announcea the schedule of 9 more Name Band Orchege-
tras, which will play in various large parks and playgrounds of the city, dﬁring
the period of July 2«14, as part of the Consclidated Edison's Summer Concert and
Dance Program in cooperation with the Department of Parkse
Such popular dance orchestras as that of .T immy Dérsey, Charlie Opivek, Dick
Stabile, Van Alexander, Clyde Lucas, and Richard Himber are incluled in this period.
On the Mall, Central Park, the following orchestras ars scheduled to play:
- Dick Stabile, with Gracie Barrie as vocalist, Thursday, July 2; Clyde Iucas,
Thursday, July 9; and Jimy Dorsey, Tueﬁiday, July 4.
A% the Music Grove, Prospect Parl;:!:i Brooklyn: Richard Himber, Fridéy, July 33
and Van Alexander, Friday, July 10,
Clyde I.ucas will also appear at the following locations!
Monday, July 6 - Chelgea Park Playzround, 28 Strest & 10 Avenue,
Manhattan
Tuesday, July 7 « Park Playground, Watson, Gloason & Noble
Avenues, Bronx
Wednesday, July 8 - Victory Field, Woodhaven Boulevard &

Myrtle Avenue, Queens

Charlie Splvak will make his first appearance in this series of park dances

on Monday, July 13, at Colonial Park, Bradhurat Avenue and West 153 Street, Manhattan,

Al these dances will start at 8:30 P.M. and continue until 10330 P.M,

When the schodule of these Neme Bands is completed, it will mean that 14 of
a series of 53 concerts and dances t#ill have been presented by orchestras of naw
tional reputation in the city's parks, since June 16, under the sponsorship of the
Goﬁsolidated Edison Companye.

The schedule of other Neme Bands in thie series will be announced as soon

as the necessary arrsngements have been completed.
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