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1-M-S0M.91S094W4) Department of Parks announces the opening to the general

public of a new playground adjacent to Mariner's Harbor Houses, east

of Grandview Avenue and north of Continental Place in the Borough of

Richmond•

The playground, an example of close cooperation and coordin-

ation between the Department of Parks and the New York City Housing

Authority, is located in the Mariner's Harbor section of Staten Island,

The playground was designed by the Park Department and built by the

New York City Housing Authority,

The three-acre playground will serve the recreational needs

and interests of all age groups of the community as well as the out-

door recreational needs of the Federally-aided 607 unit housing pro-

ject.

The northerly area immediately adjacent to project consists

of a basketball court and two handball courts for older children.

The southerly area consists of the children's apparatus area, a

wading pool and a centrally located comfort station. The remainder

of the playground is a large baseball diamond. Multiple use may be

made of this field by promoting seasonal activities such as dance

rehearsals, touch football, puppet shows, etc.

Several sitting areas are located throughout the playground

for spectators and guardians.

With the addition of this playground there are 627 play-

grounds in the expanded park system,

12-28-54
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The Department of Barks announces the reopening of

St. Mary's Recreation Center in the Bronx, Cromwell Center in

Richmond and the Brooklyn War Memorial Recreation Center in Brodklyn

on Monday, September 20, 19J&-.

ST. MARY'S RECREATION CENTER located at St. Ann»s Avenue and East

lM+th St, in the Bronx, provides rooms for Manual Training, Music,

Domestic Science, Boxing Instruction, Games, Arts and Crafts, and

Meeting Rooms. The Indoor Swimming Poal with lockers and shower

rooms will also be available.

CROMWELL CENTER located at Pier #6 in Richmond contains an area

8O'x3OO» in which Basketball, Volleyball, Tennis and Badminton Courts

are provided. There are also special rooms for Senior and Junior

Games, Arts and Crafts, Boxing and Manual Training.

BROOKLYN WAR MEMORIAL RECREATION CENTER, located in S. Parkes

Cadman Plaza Park, part of the Brooklyn Civic Center, was opened in

October 1952. The building dedicated in November 1951, was origin-

ally designed as a meeting place for veteransf organizations and

includes a large auditorium with the Roll of Honor on the main level

and several small rooms below.

The auditorium provides an area for quiet games, and

stanchions have been installed for control purposes so that visitors

- more -



may have unimpeded circulation to pay their respects to the service

men and women of Brooklyn.

The lower rooms provide for Arts and Crafts, Wood Work,

Table Tennis and Informal Dancing.
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On June 1, 1956 the Governor Smith Memorial Park with its

statue of Governor Smith and an ornamental flagpole were dedi-

cated by the Memorial Fund Coraaittee which had raised funds for

their erection. Many small contributions added up to a total

sufficient to build this memorial with enough left over to

repair the facade of The Mariners' Temple, restore the old

Spanish and Portuguese Jewish Cemetery and provide new doors

at St. James Parochial School, where the Governor received his

only formal education.

At that time the Memorial Committee asked that "the Old

Neighborhood revere and protect the shrine of its greatest son,

and that the children of tomorrow seek to imitate his character

and achievements."

Unfortunately this request has not been honored. Many

of the bronze letters on the polished granite base have been

crudely chiselled out and stolen. The granite has been severely

damaged in the process. The Department of Parks, custodian of

the memorial area and the surrounding playground proposes that

the lettering be r©plac©<l by solid bronze plaques costing three

thousand dollars. This wlVL not only restore ^*e monument but
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be an insurance against future Vandalism.

It would be, of course, impossible to charge this bill

against those who did the damage. They are the minority of

unknown vandals who do immense damage throughout the City. We

propose that the people of the City, those of the Old Neighbor-

hood and particularly those in Governor Smith Houses contribute

the funds to pay for this restoration.

Contributions may be sent to the reactivated Governor Smith

Memorial Fund at the Arsenal, 6kth Street and Fifth Avenue,

New York 21. We ask again that, on completion, the Old Neighbor-

hood "revere and protect the shrine of its greatest son,"

12/6/5^



ROBERT MOSES
COMMISSIONER

THE CITY OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL.
64TH STREET AND FIFTH AVENUE
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NEW YORK 21, N. Y.

JAMES A. SHERRY
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

WILLIAM H. LATHAM
DIRECTOR MAINTENANCE a OPERATION

STUART CONSTABLE
CHIEF PARK DESIGNER

December 3,

TO PUBLISHERS AND EDITOftS -

May I ask your help in raising the small sum

necessary for this restoration. The press originally

made the memorial possible, and we ask this further aid.

ROBERT

Commissioner
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In keeping with its name, the Avenue "of the Americas will

soon have a statue of a third great South American, Jose' Bonifacio de

Andrada e Silva, Patriarch of the Independence of Brazil. To be loca-

ted at *+2nd Street in Bryant Park, the monument joins with Bolivar and

San Martin, great South American liberators whose statues were dedicat-

ed in May 1951 at the north end of the Avenue in Central Park.

The Government of Brazil, the Avenue of the Americas Assoc-

iation and the City of New York announce that the Department of Parks

awarded the contract for the construction on the $60,000 plaza and base

for the statue on July 26, 195*+, and the work started on Monday, August

2nd. The funds were contributed by Brazil to the Avenue of the

Americas Association and transferred to the Department of Parks. The

statue, made in Brazil, is now on the high seas,

Jose Bonifacio de Andrada e Silva is not a military hero

of Brazil. Born in 1763 near Rio de Janiero he matured in Portugal and

in 1819 returned to earn the title of Patriarch of the Independence of

Brazil. His career in the mother country had been one of scholarship*

On his return to Brazil he found Dom Pedro, son of King John the VI of

Portugal, refusing to kneel to the homeland and forming a new govern-

ment. Bonifacio as a member of the government became, however, too

attached to democratic principles and was exiled in 1823. He strongly

influenced a later liberal constitution and returned to his country in

1833. He died in I838.

(continued)
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The statue of Bonifacio, winning design in a competition, is

Brazilian sculptor Jose Otavio Corroia Lima. It is 9 feet high and

will stand oil a pedestal in a plaza at the northwest corner of Bryant

Park. This outstanding gift to New York was suggested by former Consul

General de Berenguer-Cesar, now Brazilian Ambassador to Columbia,

authorized by Foreign Minister da Fontoura and will be expedited by

present Consul General Hugo Gouthier.

On the completion of the plaza and the placing of the statue

in the late fall of this year, the City of New York will officially

recognize and accept this symbol of the cooperation and friendship of

the peoples of the Western Hemisphere.
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Sunday, September 5, 1951*-

The Department of Parks announces the closing of seventeen

outdoor swimming pools, located throughout the five boroughs, at the

close of business on Monday, September 6, 195̂ -« During the summer

5,600 youngsters participated in swimming meets in the poolst Many

young swimmers had their first try at competitive swimming in these

Park Department meets, i

In addition to th# swimming events, the annual "Learn to

Swim Campaign" was also held in each of the 17 pools throughout July

and August. During these months, 7,*+O0 children learned how to swim.

Twelve of the outdoor pools will reopen as active play center?

on Monday, September 13, with facilities for paddle tennis, shuffle-

board, basketball, table tennis, and group games. The pools which will

convert to play centers and which will operate free of charge ares

MANHATTAN - Hamilton Pish Pool, Bast Houston and Pitt Streets
Colonial Pool, Bradhurst Avenue and l^^th Street
Highbridge Pool, Amsterdam Avenue and West 173rd Street
Thomas Jefferson Pool, 112th Street and First Avenue

BROOKLYN - Sunset Pool, 7th Avenue and **3rd Street
McCarren Pool, Driggs Avenue and Lorimer Street
Red Hook Pool, Clinton, Bay and Henry Streets
Betsy Head Pool, Hopkinson and Dumbnt Avenues

BRONX - Crotona Pool, 173rd Street and Fulton Avenue

QUEENS - Astoria Pool, 19th Street and 23rd Drive

RICHMOND - Faber Pool. Richmond Terrace and Fab®* Street
Tompkinsviil© Pool, Victory Boulevard ami Bar Bt**et
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Approximately 1,750,000 people used our pools this season.

Bathhouse accommodations at Jacob Riis Park, Orchard Beach

and also at Great Kills will close for the season at the end of the

day's business on Sunday, September 12, 195*4-.

The parking fields at Rockaway Beach will close on Sunday,

September 12, and reopen as free play areas on Monday, September 13,

L
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The Department of Parks announces the

closing for the season of the Tennis Courts at

the close of business on Sunday, November 1U-, 199+*

After this date, players who furnish their

own equipment will be permitted to use the hard

surface courts free of charge.

11/8/5^
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The Department of Parks announces that the current

Roller Skating Season at Wollman Skating Rink, will terminate

at the close of business, Tuesday, September 28, 195*+.

The facility is located in the Easterly side of Central

Park at about 63rd Street, West of Central Park Zoo and West of

the 59th Street Lake, and is a gift to the City by Kate Wollman

in memory of her parents.

Immediately after the closing of the rink, the neces-

sary preparations will start for conversion of the facility for

the ice skating season, scheduled to begin Saturday, October 9,

19!?*+, weather permitting.

o- o- o- o- o- o- o- o
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The Department of Parks announces that the Wollman

Memorial Skating Rink will be reopened for ice skating starting

Saturday, October 9, 195*+ at IOSOO a.m."

Since the termination of the roller skating season

on September 28, 195fr, the rink has been closed to prepare the

facility for ice skating.

The Wollman Memorial is located in the easterly side

of Central Park at about 63rd Street, West of the Central Park Zoo

and north of !?9th Street Lake. It consists of a 28,000 sq. ft.

outdoor skating rink, a semi-circular one-story building housing

refrigerating machinery, dressing rooms, a food concession and

incidental facilities.

Free figure and dance skating instruction for child-

ren l*f years of age and under will be held on Saturday mornings

between the hours of IOSOO and llsOO a.m. throughout the season.

Mr. Paul von Gassner, Senior Professional instructor at the rink is

donating his time and he will personally instruct the youngsters.

Also included in this year's schedule are special carnival programs

for Halloween, Thanksgiving and Christmas.

During the last ice skating season, the total attend-
ance was 386,9^9, of which !+9,lMt were free admissions for children
V+ years of age and under. These free sessions are held on Saturday,
holidays and school vacations in the morning only.

Daily sessions and rates are in accordance with the
attached schedule, ... .

Attach,



S e s s i o n S c h e d u l e A n d R a t e s

1 9 5 *f - 5 5 S e a s o n

W O L L M A N S K A T I N G R I N K

I C E S K A T I N G

S e s s i o n

Daily - Morning
IOSOO A.M. - lsOO P.M.
(Except Saturday)

Morning - Saturdays
Holidays and School
Vacations only -
10:00 A.M. - 12:00 Noon

Daily - Afternoon -
2:30 P.M. - 5*30 P.M.

Daily - Evening
8:30 P.M. * llsOO P.M.
Evening - Speed
6:00 P.M. - 7s00 P.M.
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
Evening - Figure Skating -
7*30 P.M. - 8:30 P.M.
Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturdays - and 9*00 A.M. -
10:00 A.M. Sundays.

Rates

Child - 500
Adult -

Free Period for
Children - l*f Years
and tinder.
No adults admitted.

* Child -
Adults -

* 1*+ Years and Under

Child -
Adult -

Child - 50$
Adult - 5

Child - $1,00
Adult - $1.00
with privilege to
stay over for next
period.

Ice Shoe Skate Rentals 50?
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The Department of Parks announces that the Wollman

Memorial Skating Rink in Central Park, will reopen for public

usage as an outdoor roller skating rink on Saturday, September

11. During the summer the rink was used as a free recreational

facility, with fourteen shuffleboard courts in operation, and for

dancing on Tuesday and Thursday Evenings. The sessions and rates

are as follows;

2:30 P.M. t o 6:00 P.M.

8:00 P.M. t o 11:00 P.M.

Afternoon Sessions:

Evening Sessions:

General Admission?

Persons bringing their own skates will be permitted to

use them, provided they are equipped with fiber or wooden wheels*

The Park Department will rent clamp skates at fi'&f and *

shoe skates at 50£ a session.

Located at the rear of the Central Park Zoo Cafeteria,

ispposite 6*fth Street, the rink may be reached by the B.M.T. to

Fifth Avenue, the East Side I.R.T. or Third Avenue L to 59th Street,

and the Independent Subway to Columbus Circle.

**************




