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‘D EPARTMENT OF P A RKS

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK - REGENT 4-1000
IMMEDIATELY

FOR RELEASE:

1-1-1-40M-409033(58) wgiee 114

~In spite of early adverse weather conditions, the ﬁéople
of New York City are making greater use than ever of the City's

’ beaches, tennis courts, golf courses and other park facilities
for active recreation; and attendance at park concerts, dramatic
performances, dances and other forms of free enterteinment pro-
vided in the park system is headed for an all-time record.

Up to the end of July, 113 concerts; 64 social and

square dances, 21 Shakespesrean performances, 43 marionette shows
and 33 special events which included an after-dinner opera, folk
dancing and singing and firework displays took place in the park
| . gysten.,
During the balance of the summer, 68 concerta, 66 dances,
25 marionette shows, 18 special events and 31 Shakespearean per-
formances are scheduled.
It is estimated that during this summer more than
55,000,000 people will visit park deaches. Temnis courts and
golf courses will drew 1,250,000 patrons. Boating and fishing
enthusiasts will number well over a million. Concerts and dances
will attrect more than a million listeners and participants.
Shakespearean performances have already attraected about 50,000
| people and remaining.ﬁ;rformancea will attract another 30,000, The

L "" [T,



-2-

Park Department Marionette Theatre will play to 150,000 children
and their guardians in the tour of the five boroughs.
Each year people are finding more and more satisfaction
during their leisure time in the parks and playgrounds of New York
City. Many of the special events in parks, such as entertainment,
concerts, dances and competitioné for youth are made possiblé
through the generosity of numerous individuals and business organi-
zations. The Department of Parks is happy to cooperate with any
sponsor wishing to contribute funds for the support of any program
which will add to the pleasure the people of the City get from the

use of their park system.

8-14-58
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The Department of Parks announces that work in connection
with the placing of hydraulic sand fill at Rockaway Beach between
. Beach 9 and Beach 52 Street has been completed and the area is now
available for use by the public.

This urgently needed beach area was restofed under a
contract let by the State Department of Public Works, and the cost

was shared equally by the City of New York and the State of New York.
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The Department of Parké announces ‘that the Second Annual
. Rowing Regatta will be held at the Van Cortlandt Park Lake in
the Bronx on Thursday, August 7, 1958 at 11 A.M,
-Open to boys and girls, 9 to 14 years of age, 8ix events
are included in the program,

The girls will participate in the 30 Yard Double Scull
and the 50 and 75 Yard Single Scull events. Events for the boys
will include 50 Yard Double Scull and 7% and 100 Yard Single
Seull.

., Free rowing practice sessions for girls will be held on
Tuegday, August 5 from 11 A.M, 0 3 P.M., and for boys on
Wednegday, August 6 from 11 A.M. to 3 P.M.

Eﬁtries may be submitted to neighborhood recreation
leaderg, to the supervisor at Van Cortlandt Park Boathouse or
may be mailed to the Department of Parks, Bronx Park East and
Birchall Avenue, Bronx Park, Bronx 62, N, Y’

In the previous competitions over 100 contestants par-
ticipated.
The public is invited to attend.

8-1-58
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242nd Street east of Broadway

RULES_FVERNING REGAITA
1. (Ave entry blark %o Pork Depavimert Lecrealion Leader, Supervisor at Boat
House. or m=il Lo Deparvment -1 Parks, Bronx Park Bast & Birchall Avenus,
Brenx 62, NoX.,
2¢ A1l cunmtestaris must cuspele uy their owa age class,

3, There will be no entry tee,

4, Entries for Double Scull event may select partners at time of meet,

. 5. Contestants should report to Clerk of Course at Boat House at 10130 A.M,

on day of Regatta,

PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED TO BCYS AND GIRLS
FINISHING FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD IN EACH EVENT

* * * * * » * »* * *® » * * " -
EVENTS
BOYS 9 and 10 yrs, of age 50 Yards Double Scull
. BOYS 11 and 12 yrs, of age 75 Yards Single Scull
BOYS 13 and 14 yrs, of age 100 Yards Sirgle Smll
GIRLS 9 and 10 yrs, of age 30 Yards Double Scull
GIRIS . 11 and 12 yrs. of age &0 Yards Sirgle Scull
GIRLS 13 and 14 yrs. of age 74 YTards Single Sewll
FREE PRACTICE SESSION FOR GIRLS ON I‘"EbDAY AUGUSY 5th from 11 A.M. to 3 P.M.
——eEE 8., e
FREE PRACTICE SESSION FOR BOYS O WEI}NEISDAY, AUGUST 6th from 11 A.M. to 3 P.M.
N Srer——
(tear off) _ . Bowing Regatta - 8/?/‘8 h
.- Please enter me in the following event, and in consideration of your aceepitance

of this entry, T herebyr for wmyself. my helrs, and ossigns, waive any and all c¢laims
for damages ahich I might lwave sgsiiet the Department of Pavks, City of New York,
Vie Jeakins Corp., theix migents, renresentatives and assigns for any and all
injuries sut'dered by ma al this meet.

NAME (Print)__ AGE,
LaYE OF
SIGNATURE 5 LIRTH
POSTAL
ADDRESS BORJUGH ZUNE

PLAYGROUND OR
EVENT ORGANIZATION

SIGNATURE OF PARENT OR GUARDIAN,
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The Department of Parks announces that the

Shaiespeare Theatre 's last performance, "Twelfth Night"
will be held on Saturday, August 30, 1958 in the

Belvedere Tower area, Central Park,

L
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Attached is correspondence between
. Commissioner Robert Moses and Mr., M, Mal Deitch of
the Shorehaven Beach Club regarding shorefront
property in the Bronx, |

| 92658
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THE CiTY OF NEW YORK

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS

ARSENAL S8TUART CONSTAEBLE
84TH STREET AND FIFTH AVENUE FXECHTIVE OFPICER
JOHN A. MULCAHY
c E NTRAL PARK ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE OFFIGER
ROBERT MOSES NEW York 21. N. Y. GEORGE L. QUIGLEY

COMMISSIONER DIRECTOR MAINTENANCE & OPERATION

September 24, 1958

¥Mr. M, Mal Deitch
Shorehaven Beach Club
100 White Plains Road
Bronx 72, N. Y.

Dear Mr, Deitch:
I have your recent letter informing us that you would

like to purchase Lots 18, 35, 40 and 50 in Block 3435 in the
Bronx as an addition to the Shorehaven Beach Club,

_ . These lots are waterfront lots and lle hetween the east

end of our Sound View Park addition at the west side of Whilte
Plains Road and adjacent to our park at the old College Point
Ferry Slip. We asked the President of the Bronx te map as park
‘the shorefront between these two park areas at the same time the
Sound View Park addition was laid out and still believe that this
should he done,

The importance of putting waterfront areas in public
owhership, particularly in residential areas of this sort, cannot
be over-emphasized, The Shorehaven Beach Club is a private enter-
prise and there 1s no.guaranty that it will be used for any length
of time for present purposes,

In view of past experience we can see no reason at this
late date for selling publicly owned shorefront property to private
interests for private profit. This has been the history of New
York City's shorefront, The City or the townships which preceded
it have sold off urgently needed shorefront to private lnterests
at ridiculously low prices and the City has then been forced to
recapture these lands at enormously enhanced values,

I cannot agree to rescind our reguest that these lots
be held for future park use angd shall renew our request that
Sound View Park addition be extended eastward across the property
of the Shorehaven Beach Club to our Ferry Slip Park.

Very truly yours,

{Signed)  ROBERT MOSES

Commissioner
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SHOREHAVEN BEACH CIUB
100 WHITE PLAINS ROAD
BRONX 72, N. Y.

Hon. Robert Moses,
Commissioner of Parks,

The Arsenal Bullding,

Fifth Avenue and 6ﬂth Street,
New York, N. Y.

Re: Bloclk 3435 lots 18 - 35 « 40 « 50 -
Bronx

Dear Mr, Commlissioner:

We are writing you in regard to the above lots which adjoln our
SHOREHAVEN Beach Club where we now accommodate many membership
patrons,

We have invested about $4,000,000 in this development and belleve
that we have succeeded in establishing one of the finest recreation
centers in the Clty. Some of the most prominent stage, screen and
TV stars have avalled themselves of our facilitiles,

You and members of your staff are invited to visit us and see for
yourselves,

We are in need of more space to accommodate our members, We have
asked our broker Charles Rubinstein to arrange for the purchase

of these In Rem lots from the Clty. However, the Real Estate

Bureau has advised him that your Department may want these lots
(which are mostly under water and would cost a great deal to reclaim
with sufficient and proper fill and bulkhead.)

It is our bellef that what can be properly developed by private
enterprise to satisfy a public need should be done so, In this
spirit we are writing you as we would like to show you exactly how
we intend to improve this property. We are willing to accept a
sales contract and deed from the City which would specify such
improvements that wlll harmonize with efficient City planning.

We would appreciate the arrangement of a meeting with you. Thank
you,

Sincerely,

SHOREHAVEN BEACH CIUB
{S1gned) by M. Mal Deitch
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The.Department of Parks snnounces the completion of the
first stage of the Soﬁth Beach development between Elm Tree Boulevard
and Iona Street, Borough of Richmond. This provides a bathhouse with
éelf service lockers, a comfort station, food concession building, a
beach chair and umbrella concession huilding; a promenade 4,245 feet
long, a picnic area, parking field for 1,770 cars, two playgrounds
containing eight handball and four basketball courts, six shuffleboard
courts, roller skating rink, play swings, jungle gyms, slides and

seesaws.

A lost children's shelter contains awings, slides and
seesaws to keep children occupied until claimed.

A shelter is provided at the Bus Station for the conveni-
ence 0f beach patrons.

Three softball diamonds have been secded and will be
available for use as soon as a satisfactory stand of grass is attained.
One of the diamonds has two three-tier bleachers.

The parking fee charge for passenger cars is 50 cents.

Beach chairs and umbrellas will be available for rental
at a fee of 50 cents a day for each article, plus a $2.00 deposit for
each article rented.

Beginning Saturday, July 19, 1958, the admission charge



to the beach promenade, dressing facilities and games will be
10 cents, and self serviee lockers will be available in the bath-
houses at 25 cents. ]

The second stage of this improvement is scheduled for
completion in the fall of 1959, and the third stage in the fall of

1960,

7/17/58
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FOR RELEASE

The Department of Parks announces the completion
of the reconstruction and opening to the public of Steeplechase
Pier at Coney Island in the Borough of Brooklyn.

This famous landmark was damaged by fire on
April 22, 1957, and is a popular year-round facility for
fishermen both young and old. It is also enjoyed by Coney Island
residents and visitors during the summer and on clear mild days
during the fall, winter and spring as a place for passive recre- °

. ation., |

The newly reconstructed pier provides a concession

building, and a "P", 223 feet in length at the end of the piep

to provide space over deep water for use by fishermen.
B EYH
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The Department of Parks announces the closing of seventeen

FOR RELEASE

1-1-1-40M-409033(58) wiggliphe 114

. outdoor swimming pools, located throughout the five dboroughs, at the
close of business on Monday, September 1, 1958. During the summer,
2,546 youngsters participated in swimming meets in the pools, Many
young swimmers had their first try at competitive swimming in these
Park Department meets.
In addition to the swimming events, the annual "Learn to
Swim Campaign" was conducted in each of the 17 pools through July
and August. During these months, 8,264 children learned to swim,
Bleven of the outdoor pools will open as sctive play center
. on Monday, September 8th with facilities for paddle tennis, shuffle-
board, basketball, table tennis and group gemes. The pools which
will convert to prlay centers and which will operate free of charge
are:
MANHATTAN ~ Hamilton Fish Pool, Bast Houston and Pitt Streets
Colonial Pool, Bradhurst Avenue and 145 Street
Highbridge Pool, Amaterdam Avenue and West 173 Street
Thomas Jefferson Pool, 1llth Bireet and First Avenue
BROOKLYN - Sunset Pool, 7th Avenue and 43 Street |
MeCarren Pool, Driggs Avenue and Lorimer 3Street
Red Hock Pool, Clinton, Bay and Henry Streets
Betsy Head Pool, Hopkinson and Dumont Avenues
BROKX - Crotona Pool, 173rd Street and Pulton Avenue

(continued)
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QUEENS - Astoria Pool, 19th Street and 23 Drive
RICHMOND - Faber Pool, Richmond Terrace and Paber Street

Approximately 1,760,000 people used our pools this
season. |

Bathhouse accommodations at Jacob Riis Park, Orchard
Beach, Menhattan Beach, South Beach snd also at Great Kills, will
close for the season at the end of the day's business on Sunday,
September 7, 1958. |

The parking fields at Rockaway Beach will clese on
Sunday, September 7, 1958 and reopen as free play areas on Monday,
September 8, 1958,

8-28-58
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The Park Department announces that 24 teams of
. - New Yoi'k: City's top vwomen's tandem tennis combinations will
start play on Sunday, September 14th at 10:45 a.m. at the
93rd Street Tennis Courts in Central Park in the first metropollitan
women 's public courts tennis championships.
This women's doubles tournament is being sponsored by
Mr, Norman Brassard, the tennis professional at the Central Park
tennis courts, who has aided materially in developing the play
of many of the public courts tennis players.
Some of the seedsd teams will have Helen Germalne,
. Mise Fullen, Carolyn Liguori, Fay Goldman and Margaret Stark.

9-11-58 -
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. The Depariment of Parks announces that the Fourth

Annual Men's Doubles Tennis Tournament will etart this Saturday,
August 30th at the Central Park Tennis Courts, 9lst Street and
West Drive, Central Park at 2 P.M,

The best tandem players of the public fennis courts
have registered for this tournament, which is being sponsored by
Slazengers Limited and the Department of Parks.

The finalas of this competition are scheduled for
Saturday, September 13+th at 2 P.M.

8-28-58
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Entry blanks are being accepted for the 4th
Ammual Men's Doubles Tennis Tournament eponsored by Slazenger s
Ltd,, and conducted by the Department of Parks at the 93rd Street
courts in Central Park.

The tournament begins August 30th and will terminate
September 13th. Male players 16 years of age and over who
possess a permit to play on municipal courts are eligible to
participate.

Entry blanks may be secured and filed at Park
tennis courts and borough offices, Entries close August 22nd,

8-14-58
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There have bsen several rather misleading and alarming
articles in the press recently concerning the Plane trees along
Third Avenue. These articles have indicated that the trees were
. ’ in poor condition, that maﬁy of them are dying for lack of attention,

and that they need water and fertilizer. The facta are as follows:
1. 1098 itrees were planted.
2., 33 of these are now dead.

This is an extraordinarily good survival record for
street trees in Manhattan or anywhere else, The 33 dead trees
will be replaced by the Department of Parks this fall;

The Department of Parks 1s replacing these trees be-

. cause this job was not the usual street tree job paid for by the
abutting property owners. In this case the trees were planted as
a parf of the general improvement of Third Avenue and were included
in the total cost of that improvement. The tree planting project
waa sponsored jointly by the Borough President's O0ffice and the
Department of Parks. The Borough President included excavation,
tree pits, topsoil and planting of trees in his contraot. The
Department of Parks supplied the trees from its Riker's Iéland
Nursery.

While we want all the cooperation we can get from abutting



owners, we are not in a desperate condition and the original plan
of cooperation between Borough President Jack and us hés worked

very well,

ROBERT MOSES

7-21-58
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In response to many inquiries, we have decided to attempt
to explain the conditions which meke it necessary for us to tell
people asking that we do routine work on their atreet trees that we

. won't be able to help them for from three months to more than two
years.

The Department of Parks is responsible for the maintenance
of all street trees in the City. This means spraying, fertilizing,
watering, pruning and also the complete removal of dead trees.

With over 550,000 street trees in the City, this job to-
gether with the work which must be done on trees in parks is tremen-~

(10118 .

. | " ' In 1938 and again in 1944 we had serious hurricanes in this

area and in 1950 a November northeast storm did ﬁlmost as much
damsge as the two preceding hurricanes. _These gtorms destroyed
thousands of treeas and did great damage to many thousands of others.

The Department of Parks has never been able to catch up
with the backlog of tree work built up by these storms and the
“raveges of the Dutch Elm disease,

At the vresent time, we need $700,000.00 for tree work
which we propose to do by contract. |

We do not want to build up our civil service forces since

we believe these are adeguate for normal meintenance and could keep



up with the job if they were supplied with sufficient modern equip-
ment, A recently completed survey shows that we need over -
$400,000.00 worth of new equipment to provide our present forestry |
forces with the tools and machinery they need for efficient operation,

The back1og of work should be taken éare of by contracf
as this is by far the cheapest method.

If we could get $700,000.00 for work by contract and
$400,000.00 for new equipment we could clean up our back work on
street trees in sboutsixmonths and keep abreast of ordinary current
work, |

The fact that we are far behind in stréet tree work makes
it necessary for us to tell people whose street trees require a
routine pruning iob that it will be from three months to over two
years before we can get to their work., We take care_of dangerous
condi tions at once but the people who are told we can't do the
routine jobs for which we are responsible for over two years do not
understand why they must wait,

The problém will not get better, many trees which could
be saved may die or suffer serious injury because ordinary caré can'f
be given in time -and the Dutch Elm disease won't be checked unless
money for this essentlal work is made available very soon.

In the meantime, we shall continue to tell the people of
the City the truth about the time which will elapse between receipt
of their requests and performance of the tree work they are entitled

to expect us to do.

7-28-58
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L 2 Attached is explanation of Robert Moses' vote in
the City Planning Commission on the roadway through Washingion

Square.

dHH

7-15~58



EXPLANATION oF
ROBERT MDSES' VOTE IN THE CGITY PLANNING COMMISSION
ON THE ROADWAY THROUGH WASHINGTON SQUARE

I vote No because this compromise is mot a
permanent solution, because it will not make the articulate
neighborhood critics happy, nor pave the way for bold action
in the Board of Estimste, because it ignores the realities,
because a four lane semi-depressed, landscaped roadway with
a pedestrisn overpass is the only long-time answer, because
this fact will be accepted when the pending changes fronting
on and below the Square are completed, that is, when drummed
up local hysteria subsides, mudslinging ends, and common sense
and good will prevail as they always do ultimately in our
New York. Menifestly it is quite impossible to take steps
toward the rehabilitation of the Square itself until the dust
of controversy has settled., The democratic process is pain-

ful but educational and in the good American tradition.
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The Department of Parks annouﬁces that due %o the
erection of a coal conveyor bridge over the Wést Side Highway
for the 59 Street Power Plant of the Transit Authority, traffic
on the Henry ﬁudson Parkway will be restricted on Saturday,
September 13, 1958 between the hours of 6 a.,m., and 7 p.m. in
accordance with the following schedule.

The 72nd Street entrance will be closed to north and
gouthbound traffic. Motorists wishing to go north may use the
79th Street enfrance to the'Parkway.

Southbound traffic on the Henry Hudson Parkway will be
detoured at 79th Street.

Signs will be posted on the parkway, edvising motorists

of thie temporary detour.

Q00000000

9-11-58
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The Department of Parks announces that due to the
erection of a coal conveyor bridge over the West Side Highway
for the 59 Street Power Plant of the Transit Authority, traffiec
on the Henry Hudson Parkway will be restricted on Saturday,
Beptember 13, 1958 between the hours of 6 a.m, and 7 p.m, in
accordance with the following schedule,

The 72nd Street entrance will be closed to north and
southbound traffic., Motorists wishing to go north may use the
79th Street entrance to the Parkway.

Southbound traffic on the Henry Hudson Parkway will be
detoured at 79th Street.

Signs will be posted on the parkway, advising motorists

of this temporary detour.

o0Qo000000

9=11-58



Yook of e Mem.
oo

R



A !

RASTENDH

D E P A RT MENT O F P A R K §

ARSENAL, CENTRAL PARK REGENT 4-1000
_ g P
QO EASE WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 1958 : wz’
. 11140409033 (53) aggliies 114 )}?¢L / “

The Department of Parks announces the completion of

construction and opening to the public of & park located south
. of Woodside Avenue between 54 and 56 Streets, in the Borough of

Queens. |

This property, which surrounds a World War I Memorial
was released by the Board of BEducation and assigned to the
Department of Parke by the Board of Estimate to establish a
gitting park and to meintain the World War I Memorial,

With the opening of this 1.740-a2cre park, passive
recreation is provided for the residente of the area and proper

‘ maintenance of the memorial is agsured.
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