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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Brooklyn Park Commissioners.

Mayor’s Orrick, City HaLn, ?
BROOKLYN, January 31, 1880-§

1o the Honorable the Common Council :
(GEXTLEMEN :
The Annual Report of the Brooklyn Park Commissioners is
herewith transmitted for your consideration.
Very respectfully yours,
JAMES HOWELL,
Mayor.

OFFICE OF THE BROOKLYN PARK COMMISSIONERS, )
Crry Harn, BROOKLYN,
January 30, 1880. g

Hon. James Howell, Mayor :
DEAR Sir:

I herewith transmit to you the Annual Report of the Brooklyn
Park Commissioners, which by law and the ordinances of the city
we are required to present at this time.

Respectfully,
J. 8. T. STRANAHAN,
Lresident.



JANUARY 1, 1880.
7o the Honorable the Common Council of the City of Brooklyn :
(GENTLEMEN :

The Brooklyn Park Commissioners beg leave to lay before you
their report for the year terminating December 31, 1879.

There will be found appended a statement, in detail, showing
the amount of moneys received and the sources whence they were
derived, together with a full account of the expenditures of the
year.

In view of the very limited appropriations which have been set
apart by Your Honorable Body for the use of the Park Commis-
sioners, they are not able to report any definite progress during
the year in the important works committed to their charge.

The comparatively small force of employés which it has been
possible for them to retain in their service, has been engaged
throughout the year upon such work as was demanded by the
seasons and by the public nse of the Park. It consisted chiefly
in maintaining through the winter months, the lakein proper con-
dition for skating, curling, ice-boat sailing and other ice sports,
for which it was in general use by our citizens ; in repairing and
cleaning the roads, walks, &c.: in the care of the grass, shrub-
bery and public buildings, and in whatever else contributed to
the comfort and convenience of the public, as far as it was pos-
sible for them to do.

In consequence of the almost entire suspension of the work of
construction upon the Park since 1873, and in view of the fact
that no material change bad, during any one year, notably marked
the administration of their duties, the Commissioners, since 1873,
have remitted the publication of extended reports of their opera-
tions. They therefore take this opportunity to present the fol-
lowing summary of the work of construction provided for by
special appropriation since 1873, and also to present at some
length the general subjeci of maintenance.

The successful completion of certain suburban improvements
by the Commissioners, of which the Ocean Parkway, and the Con-
course at Coney Island, are very prominent, and so closely
identifies them with the works within the city as to unite them
in a common consideration in this report.

That these results have been successfully achieved at this time,
and at such cost as, with wise management on ihe part of the
manicipal authorities, will render them but slight burdens to our
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taxpayers, is a source of general congratulation. The importance
and value of works of the character of our parks, &ec., and the
preperly constructed, convenient and attractive approaches to a
delightfully suburban neighborhood cannot be reasonably over-
estimated. The general appropriation for construction purposes
which had been provided in accordance with an act of Legislature
ceased in the year 1873, since which time only such new work
has been done as was necessary to complete unfinished portions
in hand.  For this there remained sufficient money to meet the
outlay, and the expense of such other undertakings as have been
from time to time duly authorized by the proper auathorities has
~ been met with money provided by Your Honorable Body. With-
in these two classifications the following works are enumerated
in the order of their completion :

PLAZA FOUNTAIN.

This work, including the finirhing of the artificial stone and
metal work of the dome, and the fountain railing, with their com-
plemental parts, -embodied novelties in design and construction
which have been finished in a satisfactory manner.

The central location of the large fountain makes it the most
conspicuous ornament of the Plaza. It was intended to relieve
what would otherwise have proved a monotonous and too utilitarian
feature of the broad approach to what must always be the lead-
ing entrance to the Park. ‘

The railing itself’ not only serves as an appropriate ornament
and finish to the circular stone work which surrounds the princi-
pal basin, but comprizses, as a part of its structure, a series of

- globular glass lanterns which are supplied with gas by pipes car-
ried through the upper bar of the railing. These lanterns afford
opportunities for a spectacular display, it being anticipated, as
has since proved the fact, that the Plaza in pleasant weather, and
especially during the summer months, would attract the people of
the neighborhood to its vicinity as a convenient and pleasant
resort. \ ) ‘

The first public illumination of® the fountain and surrounding
space of-the Plaza took place on the evening of July 4, 1874,
but similar displays have been of infrequent occurrence since,
owing to the failure of the authorities to make provision for the
necessary supply of gas. The existing provisions for the water
display of the fountain have been and continue to be temporary
in character in consequence of the limited and intermitted supply
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of water placed at the disposal of the Commissioners by the
Water Board. The Commissioners entertain the opinion that a
reasonable occasional use, especially on holidays, of water for
such purpose as is afforded by the Plaza Fountain, would be an
entirely legitimate one. Throughout Europe, in almost every
city and large town of prominence, where the water supply is ob-
tained with more difficulty and expense than it is ever likely to
be with us, the local authorities recognize the claims of all public
fountains and provide for ornamental displays of water. The
mechanical resources of the Plaza Fountain itself are such as
to supply a delivery of water sufficient to properly secure a dis-
play equal to, if not surpassing, any public fountain now con-
strueted.

PEDESTRIAN CONCOURSE.

The unfinished details of work pertaining to the stone work,
water walls, coping, railing, small fountains and flower basins
were completed in 1874. This work included the wunfinished
work provided for by contracts of the previous year.

CONCERT GROVE OPEN SHELTER.

.

The large open shelter tacing 'the restaurant was completed in
1874. This structure is in the form of an irregular octagon in
plan, 80 feet long and 40 feet wide, and is constructed of iron
and wood, with stone tile flooring, enclosed with iron railing, in
which suitable openings have been left for access to the tables
and chairs within. It affords pleasant and convenient facilities
for taking outdoor refreshments during the fine weather of the
year. The original design of the Pedestrian Conecourse contem-
plated provisions for the comfortable assembling of carriages and
pedestrians at a central and accessible portion of the Park; and the
combinations of rich stone work and other architectural features,
with the elements of landscape art, in which the cultivation of
flowers form a prominent feature, are calculated to make
this a very attractive neighborhood. These arrangements have
been completed und seem to hhive met in an ample manner the
purposes for which they were designed. As a natnral and proper
sequence to this work, provisions have been made for the accom-
modation of musicians, it being contemplated to provide, at some
future time, in this part of the Park, open air concerts in a loca-
tion where they may be most conveniently enjoyed by all classes
of visitors. Here it is designed to overcome many of the difficul-
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ties universally existing in outdoor concerts, and to secure

to people in carriages and pedestrians alike all the advantages

desired. The circuit drive of the Park tollows the line of the

contignous lake, bordering the open area or concourse of nearly five,
acres, all parts of which are open to drivers and riders, while a
smaller carriage concourse is situated on the hill north and west

of the grove.

North of the principal carriage concourse, and forming a
southern portion of the grove, a space is especially designed tfor a
promenade on foot. This is planted with plane trees (platanus
orientalis), now in a very thrifty condition of growth, and these,
together with the aid of a series of awnings picturesquely arranged,
it is believed, will afford a suflicient protection from the heat and
sun during the warmer months of summer. Additional facilities
in this respect will be provided, and natural aid will resnlt from
the growth of trees on the bordering high ground.

At present the ordinary attractions of the Pedestrian Con-
course, together with the success of the floral displays, which
have been accomplished at comparatively small cost, already
makg this one of the most attractive neighborhoods of the Park.
For the present, the concerts are provided at a point familiar to
all, easy of access, and with such acceptance to the public that
the Commissioners, in view of their limited financial resources,
feel justified in continuning its temporary use.

CARROUSEL.

A Carrousel has been constructed for the use of children, and
appropriately located on the playground near the main entrance
of the Park. This building was completed in the summer of
1874, and opened for use in the early part of July; the building
is octagonal in form, forty-five feet in diameter, and contains
twenty-four mechanical horses and four coaches. The machinery,
which is worked by horse power, communicates the motion to
a central shaft twenty-seven feet in height, properly supported
from the foundation in the cellar, and extending to the roof in
the building.  To this shaft 14 radial arms are securely attached,
from which are suspended the horses and carriages.

This structure is designed for and used principally by the

~ children of the community, to whom it offers many attrac-

tions. The Commissioners have always approved the introduc-
tion of features of this character which have secured popular ap-

proval elsewhere, and against which no possible objection can be
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reasonably urged. Indeed the extent and variety of this class of
amusements to which the public grounds in European countries
are appropriated would surprise many who have not familiarized
themselves with the policy universally adopted abroad of re-
sponding to the demand for facilities for outdoor recreation, in
which are included every device and contrivance that skill aud in-
genuity for healthful and innocent pleasure cau contrive.

The popularity of this device justifies the recommendation
that a similar construction be provided for at an early date in the
West Woods, now the favorite resort for picnics for our citizens,
and one of the most continuously frequented portions of the Park.

CAMERA OBSCURA. »

At alater date permission was given to erect a small building
suitable for the exhibition, in a somewhat novel form, in this
country, at least, of the camera obscura. The building is con-
structed with the purpose of securing a dark "chamber convenient
of access for visitors, and is located in this case, to command a
view within a limited range, of prominent and attractive portions
of the landscape and the lake. A powerful lens is placed”in a
box on the apex of the building, so arranged as to revolve through
a circle. By this means all objects coming within the field of the
lens are thrown on a polished mirror set on an angle of 45°, and
reflects upon a circular table of some five feet in diameter, pro-
vided with a clean white surface. Thus a pictare is presented
which is not only a photographic reproduction of the particular
view within the field of the lens at the time, but produeing in
wonderful beauty the colors and characteristics of the foliage, the
flowers and the clouds and the movements of passing objects such
as boats on the lake, carriages on the Drive, &e.  The simplicity
of the arrangement, the novelty of the exhibition and the beauty
of the pictures which pass in rapid panoramic succession afford
instruction and entertainment and attract a great many visitors.

Of the remaining construction work in Prospect Park, for which
appropriations have been especially provided, is the greenhouse,
built in 1875, at a cost of $8,307.41. 'The utility of this structure
has been demonstrated by the fact that we have already been en-
abled to furnish, by propagation of new plants and the care of
old ones, a supply aggregating annunally in ample varieties from
thirty to fifty thousand plants, sufficient for all the parks in the
city for the past five seasons, at a cost of less than one-third of
the market price of the plants themselves. Indeed had the
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Commissioners in these later years been compelled to purchase
its supply of plants, they would not have been. able to furnish, in
such quantities, foliage plants and flowers which, in their variety
and novelty of arrangement, have formed such conspicuous atfrac-
tions in the Park.

WILLINK ENTRANCE.

In 1876 the Willink entrance approach was substantially com-
pleted at a very reasonable cost by special appropriation, for the
convenience of a very large number of our Kastern District
citizens. who found it a desirable means-of approach to the Park.

The Commissioners, in view of the fact, long known to them,
that nearly as many pedestrians enter at this point during the
summer season as at the main entrance, had for some time felt it
to be their duty to make some adequate provision to meet this
public requirement. The completion of this work affords much
satisfaction to thousands of our citizens and gave prominence to
the fact of the very general use of the Park made by the resi-
dents of the eastern part of the city. Its cost was $5,922.55.

SKATING SHELTER.

In the latter part of the fall (November) it was found necesgary
to make additional provision for skating and- other ice sports,
amusements which had become very popular pastimes on the
Park lakes during the winter season.

The existing and very temporary accommodation was found to
be no longer equal to meet the public necessities in this particular.
The material which had been used in the building for several
successive seasons needed to be replacsd, and extensive repairs to
the boat platform and foundations were also found to be
necessary. .

The Commissioners therefore decided to make the needed re-
pairs, and to erect a new building, which should furnish the re-
‘quired accommodation, and the work was entered upon and
completed at a cost of $10,975.47, in time. for continued use
throughout the prolonged skating season of the winter of 1876.
- 'The details of construction of this building were so arranged in
_ its main features as to meet all the requirements of a permanent

structure, affording ample accommodation to the public as a
skating house in winter. At the same time, it was planned with
a view to its use as a shelter in summer by the large number of
visitors who assemble at this busy part of the lake, and who
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avail themselves of the grateful shade and convenient seats, which
form its principal attractions. 'This change is brought about by
removing in summer, the partitions and counters and enclosing
panels, which made it an enclosed building for winter use, and
which, when removed, transform it into an open shelter in sum-
mer. The women’s room alone forms a permanent apartment
and is kept open and used througliout the year.

PICNIC WOOD SHELTER.

The accessibility of the West Woods, by which name is desig-
nated the wooded area that skirts the Long Meadow on the Ninth
avenue side of the Park, and its peculiar fitness for the purpose
his made it a very acceptable place of resort in summer. In con-
nection with this there has naturally resulted a demand for a
building which should combine certain conveniences, such as
shelter in case of sudden storms, proper accommodation for
attendance upon sick or injured persons, together with needed

waiting and baggage rooms, closets, &c. l‘he Commissioners
act,ordmvly prepared plans and subsequently constructed a suita-
ble building during the winter and spring of 1876-7, from moneys
provided for the purpose by the authorities. It is located at a
central point in the woods and is available for use not only for
the great number of people who congregate in this portion of the
Park, but for those visitors who come in carriages as well, the
West Drive passing within a few hundred feet of the building.
This structure is of wood, upon a brick foundation and covers
an area 91} feet in length by 604 in width. The building proper
is 544 feet by 28 feet, and is surrounded on all sides by broad
piazzas 183 feet Wide, with overhanging roof. These,in addition
to the accomnmodation afforded by the interior rooms of the build-
ing for shelter in bad weather, supply ample protection in cases
of sudden storms or other emergencies. The picnic shelter and
its appurtenances cost $9,916.54. The superficial area of these
piazzas is equal to 4,500 square feet. The building contains &
public room in which the purveyor is permitted to sell the lighter
refreshments, under proper restrictions, and, at either end,
accommodations in the way of closets, WdSthOHl &e., are pro-
vided respectively for the sexes.

Like other needed structures upon the Park, which experience
demonstrates have never exceeded in accommodation the demands
of the publie, the picnic shelter affords a class of accommodation
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which should be and must be more liberally arranged for, if it is
purposed to meet the requirements in this important particular.
The building at present serves a most useful purpose, and fur-
nishes all that could possibly be secured within the limited expen-
diture to which the Commissioners have been restricted.

THE POET MOORE.

In the month of May last there was erected on the Park, under
the anspices and at the expense of the St. Patrick’s Society of
this city, a substantial memorial to the poet Moore, LOI)S]btlHO‘ of
an elaborate pedestal of granite and a bust of bronze by “the
sculptor Draddy, very happily representing the subject at mid-age
of bis life.

On the 28th of the same month, being the centennial anniver-
sary of the poet, the memorial was unveiled with appropriate
ceremonies, in which many prominent citizens participated. The
presentation was made to the Park Commissioners by Hon.
Thomas Kinsella, President of St. Patrick’s Society, and was for-
mally accepted, on behalf of the Park Commissioners, by the Hon.
J. S. T. Stranahan. An oration was also delivered by Mr. C. W.
Brooke of New York, and an original poem was read by Mr.
Andrew McLean. The bust and pedestal occupies a site upon
one of the turfed spaces within the Pedestrian Concourse, and is
most eligibly and appropriately located. It is readily accessible
to visitors on foot and in carriages, to whom the * counterfeit
presentment,” in enduring bronze, of the author of the ¢ Songs
of Ireland” and ¢ Lalla Rookh” will be an added attraction to
this charming spot.

The principal mechanieal work during the last two years has
been confined mainly to the repairs which, from time to time
have been found necessary upon the buildings, bridges, summer
houses, boat landings, seats, fences, &c. 'The rec ord of new
work, as will be seen, is necessarily a limited one and the ex-
pendituré involved comparatively trifling. The new structures
particularly, have been provided in response to a clearly defined
demand which has grown out of the more general use of the
Park.

As intimately connected with the general work of construction,
a review of which during the past five years is contained in the
preceding pages, may be enumerated several of the more import-
ant features contemplated in the design of the Park for which no
appropriations have as yet been provided. The fact exists, and it

2
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is perhaps unfortunate thatit is so, that in these essential features
the Park is still incomplete. If the unity and harmony of de-
gsign to which these works are essentially contributary were
secured by their successful completion, the ultimate question of
the future substantial enclosure of the Park, while now desirable
and which some day will be necessary, may be farther postponed.

The details of the work to which reference is here made may
be enumerated as follows :

First—The completion of the large bridge connecting the
central drive across the inner arm of the lake near the present
temporary bridge at the base of Lookout Iill. This stracture
is intended to be an imposing and substantial one but not neces-
sarily elaborate or expensive in design. It will be required to
span a stream and walk, which combined are seventy feet in
width.

Second—Near this bridge, upon the high plateau to the right it
is contemplated to erect a hotel and refectory suitable to the
future needs of the Park. The sight is a commanding one, and
overlooking the lake and Park below and extending over the
intervening country is the ocean itself.

Third— Another structure has been contemplated, to be placed
upon the site of the temporary bell tower, now removed, which
formerly stood at the top of Lookout Hill, the most commanding
point of the Park, As an oheervatory, the appropriateness of
which is conccded, the fine lookout includes within its range
three large cities and two noble rivers on one hand, and the
series of old towns replete with historical interest and forming a
delightful snburban outlonk over a pleasing landscape, the New
York Bay, Sandy Hook and the gateway to the Atlantic on the
other. These naturally suggest and justify some provision of this
character. The building itself should be an attractive one, and
might include among its utilities a repository for meteorological

- apparatus and a systematic observation of the natural phenomena
arranged, for which a building, as proposed, would afford the
necessary facilities.

Fourth—A considerable area of the Park, extending from the
site of the proposed building just described to the angle in the
-southerly boundary of the Park formed by the junction of the
. old Coney Island road and Fifteenth street and the contiguous
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area, upon which but little work has been done, will require to be
brought ander a more extensive cultivation; the roads and walks
extended through them, and the surfaces adjusted to- conform to
the adjacent completed portions of the Park.

On the principal portion of these grounds are located a series
of buildings whicl came into the possession of the Commissioners
with the land upon which they stand, and from the coramence-
ment of operations in 1866 to the present time have been used
for offices, shops and stables for the construction and maintenance
force. No other expenditure has been incurred on the Park for.
the purpose for which these buildings were used except as may
have grown out of the current necessities of the work. These
buildings are now in a dilapidated and almost uninhabitable con-
dition and in the adjustment of the area above referred to will
properly disappear. Accommedation will then have to be pro-
vided for similar purposes elsewhere, and a sum sufficient to erect
a building for the permanent oflices, police station, shops and
stables will become a necessary expenditure at an early day.

Upon the larger of our swall parks, in which the residents of
the mneighborhood are more particularly interested, there exists
the need of additional provision for the public convenience, such as
on several occasions the Commissioners have 1neﬂectua11_y en-
deavored to secure. Among the most important of these may be
mentioned a building containing a waiting room for women and
children, with closets, &c., and similar accornmodations for males,
together with an increased water supply.

THE SMALL PARKS.
WASHINGTON OR FORT GREENE PARK.

This Park eovers an area of over thirty acres, comprising the
most conspicuous and important of the smaller parks within the
city, aud lies in the midst of a well-developed and thickly-popu-
Iated ueighborhood. With a varied topography, the principal
characteristic of which is its elevated plateau, rising considerably
above the grade of the streets surrounding it, the Park commands
many interesting views of the city, the East River, the lower bay,
and altogether combines very happily many of the most desirable
features of a city recreation ground. Itis an historic locality,
aud the record of events which have occurred in its neighbor-
hood and upon portions ot the area as well, will be found in the
annals of our struggles for liberty. These details are especially
familiar to our people, from the tact that the collection and col-
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lation of data, not ordinarily contained in the history of the time,
have been made a matter of study and research by some of our
prominent citizens. The account of the general design and im-
provement of this work may be found in our earlier reports.
The Commissioners record the fact wizh satisfaction, that the Park
has justified fully the expenditure of the money appropriated for
its development, and now affords a desirable, pleasant and health-
ful resort for all residents ot the neighborhood to whom, as well
as the swrrounding property, the Park has specially proved in
many ways to be a great benefit.

The details of constrnetion since the last report are as follows :
The completion of the enclosing walls along DeKalb avenne,
from Cumberland street to the City Hospital grounds. The work
consisted of a heavy rubble masonry wall, with granite coping,
similar in design to that portion of the wall tnevxously built, and
was satlsfactonly finished by contract with Mr. James Ashfield of
this city, at a cost of £10,412.20.

The ¢ )vnpletlon of the surfaces contiguous to the wall inside
the Park, comprising the necessary h]hng, shaping, soiling, seed-
ing and planting was done by the Park force, as was also the
grading of the street sidewalks and the completion of the tree
planting on the same.

‘Within the pfmst six years the sum of $9,101.18 has been set
apart at various times by the Board of Estimate for the further
improvement of the terraces, saluting battery, approach, &e.,
which form a conspicuous feature in thev improvement at the
northwesterly angle of the Park, at the junction of Canton
street and ul)ltle avenue. Part of this was done in previous
years, by which was outlined and defined the general character of
the work. A counsiderable area of walk surfaces was covered with
bituminous concrete with good effect and at a moderate cost,
this class of material bemw very desirable for walk surfaces
where the grades are steep and changeable. Other repairs found
to be necessary from time to time were mdde, to different
branches of the work.

On the night of July 3, 1876, the centenary of the Indepen—
dence of the United States was celebrated by an imposing pro-
cession, attended with appropriate exercises, at the site of the
tomb of the Martyrs of the Revolution. The ceremonies were par-
t'dpated in by leading citizens, and consisted ot’ music, addresses,
singing and other patriotic demonstrations. During the progress
of these exercises resolutions laudatory of the brave deeds of
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the Martyrs were adopted, together with a proposition looking to
the completion of the unfinished tomb and monument, which
would suitably commemorate the patriotism, bravery and suffer-
ing of the Prison Ship Martyrs.

Tn pursuance of the object of the passage of these resolutions,
the Mayor, the Honorable Frederick A. Schréeder, appointed a
Committee, consisting of tweniy-five citizens, who were author-
ized to memorialize Congress in hehalf of the chject, and to take
such other action in conjunction with the Congressional repre-
sentatives of the county as they should deem necessary.

It is occasion for regret that a sum could not be obtained
sufficient to insure the completion of this work, and for the con-
struction of the Martyls memorial without further delay.

Allusion was made in a previous report to the Common Council
of last year to an appropriation of $4,000 for flagging the ex-
terior sidewalks at Fort Greene. The work consisted of blue-
stone flag, six feet in width, laid upon the walks around the ex-
terior boundary of the Park, and was satisfactorily done by Mr.
P. Lynon of this city at the rate of 13} cents per square foot.

The steps, platforms, battery walls, coping, &c., which com-
prise the elements of this walk were procured by contract
at various periods. The work was brought to completion in 1878
by the ercction of the battery wall on the upper platean; the
necessary earthwork, foundations, grading, seeding and planting,
&ec., of the contiguous surfaces were subsequently done by the
delk force. In 1875, six iron gates, flanked by coping railings
of appropriate design, were erected at the several entrances to
the Park, by the aid of which the ordinances proscribing the use
of the Park at night are more effectually enforced.

Temporary buildings for the use of women and children, and
for the keepers, were severally provided, and the supply of drink-
ing hydrants was increased to a small extent, in order to accom-
modate the children who frequent the Park in large numbers
during the fine weather throughout the year.

CITY PARK.

The material deterioration in value and character, of the prop-
erty which forms the neighborhood surrounding City Park,
clearly indicates the tendency which has prevailed during the
several past years to abandon it as a desirable place of residence.
Unimproved property continues to be idle and its use for busi-
ness purposes, especially for the manufacture and storage of bulky
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and coarse materials, is already foreshadowed. A considerable
sum of money has been expended from time to time upon the
City Park with a view to maintain it in a condition which, in the
judgment of the Commissioners, was warranted by the circum-
stances. The plan of the work was remodelled, walks re-graded
aud surfaced accordingly, and the turf spaces resoiled and seeded ;

old, dead and unsightly trees removed and replaced by numbels
of young and thrifty stock of choice varieties ; the enclosing fence
and. gateways were repaired and every effort made to preserve
the Park for legitimate purposes. The ordinances of the Com-
missioners have been disregarded, the city authorities even defied,
and every species of property ‘amenable to destruction have,
from time to time, been subjected to wanton and persistent abuse.
The iron gates which at night were closed and interposed as a
bar to the improper use of the Park, so much complained of in
former years, have been broken or violently wrenched off the
hinges, in the necessary absence of the police. This condition
of things has led the Commissioners to consider the question of
appropriating this area to other and more useful purposes, and. to
reiterate their suggestion contained in former reports of devoting
the Park to the use of a public market. In support of this rec-
ommendation a still further and cogent reason may be found in
the fact that Washington Park or Fort Greene, it would seem to
the Commissioners, entirely supersedes the necessity for the City
Park for all essential purposes and advantages. It is more
desirably located, is ample in area, with greater justification and
for possibilities of embellishment, and is every way suflicient
as a recreation ground for the present and tuture needs of that
portion of the city. A careful consideration of this recommen~
dation would lead our thinking citizens to agree with the Com-
missioners in the estimate of value to be placed upon a con-
venient and commodious public market upon the present site
of City Park. This location is well suited for the purposes indi-
cated, the facilities of approach and communication are such as to
add to its resources and render it in many desirable respects a
suceessful competitor for a large share ot the business which, for
wunt of just such conveniences, is carried across the river to New
York. No other reason than that the facilities do not now exist pre-
vents Brooklyn, to-day, from being the market of much of the
varied supply of farm products of Long Island, which not only
includes a considerable share of cereals, but hundreds of thousands
of dollars’ worth of vegetables, milk, eggs, poultry, &c. With



17

direct railroad communication, to be easily arranged for with
all parts of the island, and with New York as well, it is possible,
in the judgment of the Commissioners, to secure to Brooklyn a
protitable and extended business in this important direction,
Already the authorities of New York are called upon to meet
a very perplexing question in connection with the demand
of the sellers of produce of all kinds, Yor suitable space for the
display and sale of their goods and supplies. It is doubtful
whether, within the whole limits of the city, there can be provi-
ded such accommodation which for convenience can compare
favorably with those which City Park may be reasonably looked to,
to afford. The proposition to appropriate it to such use has received
much consideration from this Board and has met with the approval
of many ot our most sagacious citizens. The commonest precepts
of municipal economy should lead us to regard such a use of pub-
lic property as a very appropriate one, the results of which can-
not fail to open up new and fertile resources of business and rev-
enue to the community.

CARROLL PARK.

No new work has been done upon this Park during the period
covered by this report.

TOMPKINS PARK.

No work has been done upon this Park since its completion
except to the extent of erecting a small building of brick and
wood, containing water-closets and other conveniences for the
public use, and a general repair of the enciosing fence, which was
remodelled out of the old material and reduced in height. Dur-
the centennial year a large flag-staff was erected by the Park Com-
_ missioners in order to make use of a large American ensign which
had been presented to the Commissioners by patriotic citizens
residing in the neighborhood.

In the fall of the same year, maple trees were planted and
boxed on the exterior sidewalks of the Park.

A small triangular area, containing about one-tenth of an acre,
located at the junction of Broadway, Throop avenue and Gwin-
nett streets, in the Eastern District, was improved by the Com-
missioners with money ($4,000) specially appropriated by the
Common Couneil for the purpose. The work consisted of re-
grading, sodding and planting the interior space, the erection of
an ornamental iron tence and lamp posts and the planting and
boxing of shade trees on the exterior sidewalks.
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CITY HALL PARK.

This area, though nominally nnder the jurisdiction of the Park
Comunssxonels has for several seasons occupied the attention of
the Common Councll under whose direction the Board of City
Works have cartied out in a modified and not altogether satisfac-
tory form, a series of altegations, from which it must be conceded,
the (renerdl public have derived advantage.

MAINTENANCE AND THE PUBLIC USE OF THE PARKS, &o.

As sustaining the abject and aim for which the parks were
established, the subject of maintenance is the most important
which the Commissioners, under the existing state of things, has
to consider, and they are coustrained at the outset, to dwell upon
tire embarrassments under which they labor. They feel this not
less keenly from the fact that they are supposed to possess an
intimate knowledge of the requirements of the important works
under their care, and for which they are held responsible.

It will be generally conceded that no work of construction for
permanent public use can be brought to a stage of completion
that will not need, from that moment, a wise, eontinuous éxpendi-
ture for its maintenance and preservation. This applies with
double force to a work so complex in character as our park,
whose natural features must be maintained in their integrity, re-
quiring the exercise of careful discrimination and taste in the
selection of the various utilities that, in the judgment of the Com-
missioners, may be best adapted to popular convenience and pleas-
ure.

The growing popularity of Prospect Park with all classes of
citizens, while affording the utmost satisfaction to the Com-
missioners, has entailed constant and increasing responsibilities.
It must be obvious that with the increased use of the Park, and
congequently, the more rapid wearing out of its numerous im-
provements, and the requirement at some pomts of enlarged
conveniences to meet a public demand, there is great need that
the appropriztion for maintenance should be increased. Take for
example a roadway over which one hundred vehicles pass in a
day, it requires constantly a certain amount of expense to pre-
serve it. Increase the number to five hundred, and it is entirely
plain that the cost of maintenance, to keep it in proper order, will
be greater for the same length of time. When this reasoning is

apphed to all the appomtments of the Parks that are being -

subjected to an annually i ingpeasing use, the inferences are too
plain to need extended notice.

v
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Central Park with entirely different topography, many im-
provements not corresponding in usefulness to those in this
city, and subjected to more restrictive regulations, has been the
only available public pleasure resort, the management of which
was likely to offer suggestions as to intelligent maintenance; and
this has afforded but « limited field for useful hints. Our Park
is much’ better calculated, in jts resources for popular enjoyment,
than Central Park, to give general satisfaction to our citizens,
and the novel and varied improvements which have followed
upon its public use have necessitated an extent and variety of ex-
penditure not contemplated in the original scheme of mainten-
ance. At this point, therefore, the Commissioners feel it in-
cumbent upon them to seek to impress the fact upon the minds of
the people of Brook]) n, that while, for a given amount of money,
it would be entirely ]ust to expect a larger return in labor or
material at this time as against a period of five or ten years ago,
during whieh both labor and material were abnmma]]y high, it
must be borne in mind that the provisions for maintaining the.
parks, which were sufficient five or ten years ago, are not
adequate now, for the following reasons: At the time when ar-
rangements for a separate maintenance fund were first made, the
Park roads, walks and structures, together with the meadows and
plantations, had just been completed and thrown open to public
nse, and were in such condition as to be best fitted for that use,
which in itself was not nearly so general as at the present time.
Theretore, while the work of restoration and repair was compara-
tively small, the expenditure met all reasonuble requirements,
and satisfactorily maintained the finished portions of the work.

Our drives and other thoroughfares have since been subjected
to a constant use, and the very limited amount of labor and
material which we have been enabled to provide for their main-
tenance have not been sufficient to restore or keep them up to
the condition of their original construction, nor to preserve them
in such a way as to make them conducive in the highest degree
to the pleasure and comfort of those who use them. The Com-
missioners, with the liveliest interest in all that pertains to the
welfare of their own city, bave regarded it as their highest duty
to conserve those means which would be likely to encourage and
develop a taste for outdoor recreation and a habit of frequent
resort to the parks. Inadequately supplied with means suflicient
to accomplish all that might in times of greater business pros-
perity be reasonably demanded for perfect maintenance, they

3



20

have sought to make the most economic use of the: resources
placed at their disposal. The Commissioners assume that a judi-
cious administration of their functions will be best appreciated in
utilizing the means ai their command in a manner best calculated
to develop the uge of the parks in their largest sense. Prospect
Park alone not only requires a large amourt of care, which is
not noted by the casual observer, but its visible features demand
constant supervision, and are oftentimes so exacting and perplexing
as to justity and impose great responsibility. The underground
work, such as the drainage and water supply, is of the first im-
portance, entailing unceasing vigilance and unremitting care.
A similar necessity arises with the buildings, bridges and other
strunctures, the roads and walks, the broad acres of turf and
plantations and the water areas.

Perbaps no single element of park design invites such direct
and frequent observation and criticism as the roads, and no
features are more likely to demand more constant and consider-
able expenditure, as with each season the number of citizens
increases who avail themselves of the opportunity which the Park
and connecting drives afford for pleasure driving. It seerus but
a short time since there was but little of such driving in Brooklyn,
and the large number, and varied character of the equipages
which now throng the Park in gay procession was scarcely to be
foreshadowed. It will not be many years before the, outstretch-
ing city will have destroyed many of the rural charms of the
suburban distriets, and the inevitable encroachments will so en-
hance the value of the drives already secured to the people of
Brooklyn that they will be looked upon as affording advantages
which cannot be dispensed with. It is quite evident to the Com-
missioners that a large part of the expenditure in the future must
of necessity pertain to the restoration of the roads. It must be
borne in mind that a system of roads designed almost exclusively
for pleasure riding, entail not only responsible engineering, such
as is given to the construction of any other properly built work,
but requires, in addition, a more constant supervision, and the
maintenance of a compact and even surface, without which they
cease to afford that degree of comfort and pleasure which is
desirable and expected from them. The Comrnissioners have not
been able to expend in labor and material as much as ought to be
devoted to this branch of the work, and until the surfaces can be
substantially restored to a condition corresponding measurably
to that of the original construction, they will continue to prove
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more or less unsatistactory and meet with adverse criticism.
We hawe been reasonably successful in meeting the demands of
the public; we have been fortunate in our resources, and in the
advantages afforded by the observation of other works which
have enabled us to improve upon plans and methods of con-
struction, and in many instances to substitute others which have
resulted in great economy in first cost; but our operations and
progress in the future, while they must propelly be guided by the
same consideration of economy, must be measured in their extent
and variety by the money which shall be placed at our disposal
for judicious disbursements, in their accomplishment.

No large community capable of managing its municipal affairs
can be so blinded by narrow-sighted frugality as to disregard the
claims of a great recreation ground as among the most powerful
and economical influences for improving its moral and physical
status. In a large city the majority of whose inhabitants reinain
within its limits throughout the year, and ouly the few compara-
tively more fortunate than the rest,are able to seek enjoyment
and repose in the country, the provision and maintenance of the
parks in their amplest resources should be a conceded necessity.
The money expended in the construction and required in the
care of these must, in the nature of things, be an outlay similar in
its operation to that which prompts intelligent individuals to seek
for themselves such measures of recreation and mental and

" bodily relaxation as are likely to conserve the health and energies
of the system and enable them to best enjoy life. To thought-
lessly characterize it as an expensive luxury to be dispensed with
without sacrifice, or to say that its benefits are alone attainable
by a privileged clase, is to ignore the Old World experience and
the result of observation and study of our best thinkers. The
parks are not alone for the pleasure of the masses of our popu<’
lation ; but are caleulated to enhance health and comfort. Con-
sidered in their sanitary aspects alone, they unquestionably rank
among the greatest conservators of public welfare and therefore
public economy. They offer, in the aggregate, attractions that are
found elsewhere in piecemeal, and often in questionable resorts;
they are divested of all meretricicus associations or exposure to
immoral or physical dangers, They are free and refreshing,
while similar attractions in detail presented elsewhere are expen-
sive, or leave the visitor under a painful sense of obligation which
oftentimes he is not in a position to discharge, and “which if he
does discharge he feels the worse for. :
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Whether considered in their individual or collective uses, the
parks are great moral and intellectual educators and conduce to
the peace and prosperity of every citizen. It is a significant fact
to be noted that, on holidays or other oceasions when thousands
of people mingle there with each other, arrests for infractions of the
peace are very rarely necessary. Our parks for these and many
other reasons that might be urged, are in themselves sources of
health and prosperity to the people, whose value cannot be prop-
erly estimated without due weight being given to these features
of the question. Their cost and maintenance in such a com-
parison sinks into insignificance. ' .

France and Germany have their public parks and gardens; and
the great city of London, with its dense population, commands
over 6,000 acres of pnblic grounds for general use.

While the more recent embellishments of these grounds may
be open to criticism, yvet aided by their wonderfully picturesque
road system, throughont the rural districts of the kingdom, they
aceomplish more for the preservation of health of the people than
they have ever been given credit for, in rendering habitable
large sections of once ugly, gloomy portions of the older city.
The suggestions afforded by observation of the parks of the Old
World are valuable to us so far as it is possible to make an eco-

‘nomical adaptation of them to the cosmopolitan population and cns-

toms of the new; and of these suggestions, none is of more com-
manding importance and interest than their system of roadways.
Whether regarded from an sesthetic or from a utilitarian point of
view, their proper construction and maintenance are justly held
to be of primary necessity.

Tt is not deemed recessary to enter in detail upon the reasons
why our park thoroughfares and strictures should be kept up to
a corresponding grade of excellence. They need complete reno- .
vation, and delay in this important detail of work would in the
judgment of the Park Conrmissioners be unwise economy. The
thorough renewal of the Park surfaces would now after nearly
twelve years continuouns use necessitate special expenditure.

The liberal provisions afforded by the construction of the Ocean
Parkway, the increase ¢f patronage, and the greater freedom per-
mitted in the speed of horses, have in some respects changed the
character of the use of a portion of the Park drives. In the
original design, it was contemplated that the series of lanes which
pass through the East Wood would divide travel and divert it;
in part, from the main road, from Baltic Pass to the south, and
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concentrate it again in the main drive beyond. The object in-
tended was to invite the use of this wooded area as one of the
attractive features in the ecircuit, but the American characteris-
tic of taking the shortest road between two  points has here
ignored ssthetic considerations and asserted itself, indicating
what would seem to be a desirable improvement, viz., the widen-
ing of this portion of the main drive for the greater convenience
and safety of visitors. For this reason, the greater width of a
thoroughfare-drive at this point becomes a necessity.

It is very gratifying to record the fact, that the number of eques-
trian visitors is increasing each year, indicating a growing love
for this healthful and exhilarating exercise. The proper man-
agement of a bridle road involves expense and care, and the
demands upon our attention in this particular are likely to in-
crease with the marked popularity of the Park in the respect to
which we have just alluded. Our walks, the treatment of which
has, for like reasons, corresponded to that of the roads, require
a similar general repair. ‘

There exists at this time a most pressing necessity for an ex-
tensive readjustment and moditication of our plantations, which,
in the number and extent of choice varieties, comprises a collec-
tion of evergreen and deciduous material of distinguished charac-
ter which only the most reckless disregard of the critical condition
which the trees and shrubs, everywhere forming the essence and
spirit of landscape attractions, have now reached, for want of
means necessary to care for them, can account for the failure to
heed the request and warning of the Commissioners in this
particular.

Several partially completed portions of the Park lack the force
and character which a proper gystem of planting alone can supply.
In the finished areas, however, a large number of trees and shrabd®
have reached such a condition of growth as to make it necessary
to remove many of them. This is necessary, not only for the pur-
pose of preserving the harmony in composition, but to secure a
valuable stock of plants at a stage of development most desirable
for use in connection with new work and which had been origi-
nally planted with a view to secure an early effective display with
the view ultimately of utilizing many of them in the manner and
for the purposes above suggested.

Our lakes and water-courses, which form so desirable a part of
well-balanced park design, entail upon us a due share of respon-
sibility. The main Jake, which covers an area of over 50 acres,
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offers unusual facilities for ice and water sports, and the untram-
melled use permitted has developed a taste for certain aquatie
amusements which, it is believed, is peculiar to Brooklyn.

The supply for a lake of sach dimensions is derived from the
following sources :

First—The natural rainfall due to the area covelpd by the
lake and water-courses of the Park.

Second—The surface drainage of a large circumjacent area
flowing directly into the lake over turf, and other surfaces, and
inter cepted by suitable silt basings along the line, so that all dele-
terious matter is arrested and removed from time to time.

Third—The direct supply from the Park well.

The depth of the lake averages about 61 feet, and the tem-
perature of the water has never been known to reach a point
at which the poisonous gases, the basis of malarial troubles, are
generated by decomposmon of vegetable matter, whose O‘rowth is
supermduced in shallow water of a higher temperature.

The capacity of the well is such as to enable us to supply, at
frequent intervals, large volumes of pure water at low temperature ;
this, with the aid of natural ageuts, as evaporation for example,
which, for a period of twenty-four hours, in summer, witl equal
nearly 500,000 gallons of water, the disturbance of the surface
by the winds to which this area is peculiarly subjeet, the passage
of boats and the movements of water-fowl, affords every reason
to believe that at no time since the completion of the Park has
the lake caused the propagation or prevalence of malarial diseases.
On the other hand, the very thorough system of underground

edrainage in operation on the Park has relieved the large area to
such an extent as to offer no material occasion for alarm in this
particular. -

The Kings County Medical Society, several years since,
through a committee of physicians appointed to consider the
general subject of drainage in the city and vicinity, specially
examined the drainage system of the Park, and cited ‘it in their
reports as an example of' the best results attendmcr a well-devised
plan of surface and subsoil drainage.

Some anxiety has been expressed as to the appearance of por-
tions of the lake in summer, where there has been an aceumula-
tion of vegetable matter, and much careless criticism has been
made by people who are not acquainted with its real causes.
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Any thoughtful observer of the varying condition of water stored

in reservoirs and artificial lakes, and also in natural waters, will

remember to have seen the development of a similiar formation

. at the begmnmw of summer, when the waters contain a flavor
and odor likened to a fishy taste and smell. A thorough investi-
gation, attended with careful analysis, has disclosed the fact that
this condition is brought about by a harmless chemical change in
organic matter, dneﬂ) a growth of a low species of Veg'etatlon.
This produces in a very “hatural way a class of aquatic forms of
life, themselves agents of purification. While to some extent
their existence may sometimes be disagreeable to sight and smell,
there has been no proof adduced yet that the presence of such
matter, not peculiar to our lakes at this period, is productive of
injury to health, more especially alone, do we believe this to be
the case from the fact that our lake is singnlarly free from any
deleterious growths, and it is not made the receptacle of any of
the filth accumulated in any portions of the Park, which is
:pe(mllv cared for and disposed of in such a manner as to pre-
clude the possﬂ)lhtv of danger or annoyance.

Onr water service is quite as elaborate in its system aud rami-
fications as would be that required to supply a town of 20,000
inhabitants. Special reference to our water supply is made else-

. where in this report.

PUBLIC USE OF THE PARKS:

The homogeneous character of our people heretofore alluded
to, and the absence of transient population ordinarily common to
a large city, here operate to secure to all classes of citizens free-
dom from many restrictions which, in other cities, it is found
necessary to impose upon those who visit the parks.  The adapt-
ability of a considerable portion of its area for the entertainment’
of masses of people, naturally suggested to the Commissioners
the most liberal construction in the provisions established for
governing the use of the Park, and it is with no small degree of
pride that they viey the varied demands for popular recreation to
which the resources of the Park so happily respond.

It is almost within the memory of our youth that the Ameri-
can people have developed a desire for field sports, sufficiently
strong to be regarded asin any sense a popular demand. While
there has been at all times an abundant surplus in the energies of
the people, that, rightly directed, would find agreeable and
healthful recreation in systematic pasmmes and athletic enjoy-
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ments, furnished on land and water, it required the fixed destiny
of an unfolding civilization to bring us to that era. The demand
for pleasures of this character is not confined to one sex, nor to
the age of childhood or youth aJone. It is not born of a caprice
or a whim, but is the expression of a popular thought.  Its whole-
some gr atification gives additional health, vigor and grace to our
young people, and tends to systematize the social life 01 the com-
munity. 'T'o meet this growing and landable sentiment, the pur-
poses for which the Park was intended, have in a sense been
modified and adapted to new exigencies.

The rules adopted by the Commissioners, were prepared with a .
view of giving each individual, the largest personal liberty and
enjoyment consistent with the proper preservation of the Park.

Our beautiful turt and wooded areas, as well as our walks and
roadways, have been oftered for use to the public with the least
restriction, and all the better clags of field sports have found
ready growth in our parks or other grounds under our care, as in
no other in this country. The effect has been to multiply local
organizations devoted to physical development and training,
make more universal the love of harmless outdoor amusements,
and to improve the public health. In corresponding degree, the
water surfaces of the Park have been availed of for rowing, sail-
ing, vachting, or for the varied amusements of the winter season.
In the judgment of the Commissioners, the relative amount of
water, the open lawns, and the proportion of spaces for more se-
questered enjoyments, would be, one day, of paramount interest to
the people of this city, and events have Justified their acticn in the
accepted designs and finish of the Park. ~The people at large are
making the most generous use of the grounds, and the lovers of
more specific pabtlmea, as boating, base bd]l cricket, lacrosse,
archery, croquet or skating, throng the Park and its appendages
on all occasions when the weather is propitions for these respective
pleasures. That the policy of the Commissioners has given a
large impetus to these various enjoyments has already been
alluded to, but its results cannot be too strongly commended to

. the attention of an intelligent public. The- Park has proved it-
self’ a vast, healthful, vitalizing force to the people of this city,
and its worth cannot be estimated pecuniarily; its uses stimulate
the energies and quicken the pulses of thousands; its pervasive
influence elevates the moral tone of the community, and its
great mission is only just entered upon.
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The people of Brooklyn have been responsive in their popular
appreciation of the Park in its general features, hut no person
can measure the usefulness of a work whose influence is of such
diversified nature, acts upon a half million of people and proceeds
upon incalculable progression.

During the scason of the year appropriate to its uses, our
Parade ground has been in constant demand by large numbers of
the adults and youth of Brooklyn, its exceptional appropriateness
for their pleasures not .only attracting many local organizations,
but athlehic clubs and associations of variqus kinds from New
York City and other points in the State, as well. The ** National
game of base ball has seemed to receive new vigor as a popular
pastime, and extended to every social eirele of the community.
For several seasons past the game of cricket has been a steady and
growing amusement at the Parade ground with one or more of
the oldest clubs in this country, and the skill that is required in
its practice has of late increased interest in it as a sport, and
consequently drawn a greater number to engage in its exercise.

The broad lawns of the Park have been a standing invitation
to less boisterous amusements than those just referred to, and
their uses for croquet playing, promenades, and the innocent
exercise of people of both sexes and all ages, have given the Park
a fame that is almost national. On the lake, a fleet of rowboats
has heen maintained for the use of visitors, and it has received a
very general patronage from a large class of people who find
peculiar entertainment in this kind of exercise which atfords
recreation, not only directly promotive of health and strength,
but which is attended with none of the dangersincident to deeper
and more exposed water. In the broader and more open portion
of the lake, the sailing of miniature yachts has become a perman-~
ent amusement of the summer and fall seasons. The construc-
tion, appointments and mimic movements of these little vessels,
attracting a general interest and attention approximating that

hich has heretofore been accorded to watercratt of full size.

The popular knowledge young people acquire in regard to the
construction and management of small boats, supertically regard-
ed, seems trivial, but it is really of permanent value. It is the
best kind of object teaching, serving a praetical purpose for future
use, and it is indelibly fixed in the memory, by the delightful as-
sociations that cluster about it.

4
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YACHT HOUSE.

No less than four miniature yacht clubs exist in this city,
representing 150 of these little vessels, and the skill bestowed
upon the perfecting of their models and every detail of their
outfit has developed an enthusiasm second only to that which
prevails among the yachtsmen who take active interest in the
fashionable clubs whose annual regattas command such popular
attention. The rapid growth of these popular pleasures has
pressed upon the attention of the Commissioners the need of
accommodations, suitable in character and inexpensive in con-
struction, for their more perfect enjoyment. Upon the ball
ground it would be an obvious convenience to have erected
a building, suitably and economically arranged, for players
and others to deposit clothing or other articles, and a building
similar in character near the lake, where boatmen could store
their yachts would seem to be an equally legitimate pro-
vision. As an accessory to the proper enjoyment of these
pastimes, now obtaining such popular favor, and growing in
interest every year, there is a propriety in the erection of these
simple structures at small cost that seems to be similar to the
already completed auxiliary accommodations for skaters and
others. The building upon the ball grounds could be made
to subserve a double purpose in affording additional accom-
modations to our military organizations on their periodical
visits.

PARADE GROUND.

The Parade Ground, presenting almost unrivalled facilities
for military manceuvres, continues to be a popular field of prac-
tice with the National Guard who esteem 1ts acquisition for
such purposes most fortunate and desirable.

It has been our privilege on frequent occasions to offer the
use of this ground to a number of the military organizations of
New York, which, having no facilities for field exercises in that
city, have, in repeated 1nstances, acknowledged the obligations
to this county under which they rested.

Among the most recent lawn amusements in this country ¥
archery, and some effort has been made by residents of this
city to add it to our out-door recreations. During the past
seasons an organization was perfected which made use of the
ground assigned to them by the Commissioners for that pur-
pose, and later new orgamzations were formed. The accom-
modation thus afforded was very satisfactory to those who
availed themselves of it. The sport possesses many elements
of popularity, including competitive skill, expertness in hand-
ling the bow and arrow, and may be regarded as a most favor-
able pastime. .
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PICNICS.

A more old-fashioned, and always popular, use of the Park, at-
tracting by far the largest number of visitors to a uniformity of
entertainment, has been the annual picnics of churches, schools
and other organizations, and the universal use of our woods in
the summer season for private and family picnies. The reasons
for this are very easily defined—there is a general harmony be-
tween the informality of picnics participated in by the class of
people referred to, representing the best citizenship, present
and prospective, of the community, and the peaceful repose of

‘Nature in the beautiful woods situated in the west border of the
Park.

Protection is here afforded in every proper pleasure peculiar
to such occasions; children and adults feel the full enjoyment
of contrast between heated homes of brick and the narrow con-
fines of our city streets and the cool, invigorating air of the
fields and woods of the Park. There is no place in this vicinity
combining so many attractive elements, as a nucleus of enjoy-
ment, as the pienic grounds—a fact that is well attested by their
general use every season from early in June until the first of
October. Perhaps not one of these elements, is of more para-
mount consideration to the public than that of absolute safety.
An objection urged with much force against picnic excursions to
more distant points, is the peril to which children are exposed
to life and limb, by cars or steamboats, by drowning, or climbing,
or other casualty; of secondary consideration, some, indeed,
would give it the first importance, is the often compulsory con-
tact with uncongenial and improper associations or influences,
sometimes seriously marring the day’s pleasure. Another ques-
tion, not so frequently considered, but really of magnitude, is
the weariness and fatigue nearly always resulting from an out-
of-town excursion, and the entirely unrefreshed condition of the
participator, certainly a very barren result when it is considered
that thousands of people do not have half-a-dozen opportunities

“a year for such recreation. The expense of these excursions
away from home varies of course with the individual, but in any
event it is five or ten fold what it would be at the Park, such
excursions are subjected to all the inconvenience of crowds, set
times for departure and return, the uncertainties of the weather,
and other circumstances too numerous for enumeration.

The pienic to the Park is divested of nearly all the objections
above mentioned. Every facility is afforded for the proper use
of the woods themselves and numerous accessory sources of
enjoyment are very near, equally safe and equally harmless.
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With proper police surveillance afforded, no annoyance has
been permitted nor complained of, fresh water has been liberal-
ly supplied, swings have been permanently maintained in the
woods, and there has been an ample supply of tables and seats
provided.

During the past four or five seasons, as the Commissioners
are gratified to announce,the formal applications for the use
of these grounds have been gradually increasing, and during
the past summer over 400 permits were issued. The organiza-
tions, thus availing themselves of the use of these grounds, num-
bered from 100 to 5,000 persons each and were largely com-
posed of children and young people. :

It is for the accommodation of the largely increasing number
of these excursionists to this attractive portion of the Park,
that the building elsewhere alluded to was designed.

For several seasons, the annual parade of the Sunday-school
children, comprising a large proportion of that class of our
people, have assembled on their parade-day in the Park. On
one of these occasions the assemblage of children numbered
fifteen thousand, and every, year since has varied from seven to
twelve thousand. The exercises have drawn thither a large
attendance of visitors which contributed to make the anniver-
sary one of the most imposing gatherings of the year.

The Park carriage service, which was organized a number of
years ago, continues to meet with public approval. The carriages
starting from the Plaza entrance at Flatbush and Ninth avenues,
gnd the Willink entrance, near City line, run at frequent inter-
vals throughout the fair weather, and over a route that embraces
the finest views of the Park, affording an agreeable ride at mod-
erate cost. The enhanced attractions of Coney Island, during
the past season, have materially diminished the receipts of this
service as well as the patronage of the restaurants on the Park.
But these are embarrassments that time will probably regulate.

The adaptability of the Park lake to skating, ice-boat sailing,
&e., suggests on each recurring season that ample provisions
should be made for the fullest enjoyment of these pleasures.

Equestrian exercise has already taken a foremost position
among the pleasures and attractions of the Park. In fair
weather, at all seasons of the year, both ladies and gentlemen
avail themselves of our bridle-paths and public thoroughfares
in large numbers. The healthful pleasure of horseback exer-
cise, has received an additional impulse of popularity from
training-schools in this city, and from the participation in it
of some of our most worthy citizens. It is a' recognized accom-
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plishment, graceful and elevating in character, and naturally
growing in public favor. The Park roadways and equestrian
routes extending to delightful suburbs, afford desirable attrac-
tions to those who seek this mode of recreation.

If the thoughtful visitor to the Park, will take the trouble to
familiarize humelf even in slight measure, with all its accesor-
ieg for pleasure and personal enjoyment he will be surprised at
the ageregate and the variety and quality of tastes which seem
so easily catered to, but which it would be impossible to gratify
but for the mdcrly and systematic supervision maintained in
conjunction with the-good-will and self-respect of the great
majority of visitors. The influences of the resort are all peace-
ful, healthful, and harmless. There are harmonious and fem-
pemte pleasures for all ages and conditions of life.

‘While it is not to be e\pe(*ted that Brooklyn can afford to ex-
pend the same amount per acre, in maintaimng the Park, as is

lavished upon similar Public Institutions in the Metropolis,
it is only reasonable for us to ask for such means as would be
desirable under careful business management, to preserve all
parts of the Park in the best condition for use, and to adminis-
ter affairs in connection with them with such intelligence and
reasonable liberality, as to afford to all classes of our citizens

- each in the direction to be best enjoyed by them, the ultimate

L 4

advantages which works of this character so vamed in their
resources may provide.

KEEPER FORCE.

During the past year, the Keeper Force has been serviceable
in the work of supervising the several parks and other territory
under the jorisdiction of the Park Cominigsioners.

The ordinances have been enforced generally with little fric-
tion, and good order has prevailed ; the proportion of those who
visit the P(MLS &e., with bad intent being small, it is believed,
and opportunity of carrying out any evil purposes is rmely
afforded.

The force is much smalley in numbers and consequent effi-
ciency than it was several years since, and the responsibilties
of adjusting it to the needs of the parks, &c., necessarily greater.

\VATER SERVICE.

During the whole period in which our water service has been
in ()pemt]on we have satisfactorily realized the advantages
which were expected to be derived from its establishment on
the Park. We have had a large and almost unrestricted supply,
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nearly equal to the large and varied requirements of the Park,
its fountains, drinking hydrants, buildings, closets, lake and
roads, the Ocean Parkway and Concourse, for sprinkling pur-
poses, and for the supply of the horse trough and drinking foun-
tains under our care at the Island.

In addition to these our resources were such, during the past
two seasons, as to meet an equally important demand in the
furnishing of water to the principal hotels, at the Island, by
which means the convenience and pleasure of thousands of
visitors were largely contributed to.

The facilities thus afforded have been, without doubt, most
timely, and one important purpose served by the Commis-
sioners in this particular, has been to guard the management
of the most prominent enterprises on the Island against any
criticism or complaint which the want of an abundant supply of
pure water would have unquestionably given rise to.

The Park water supply in its present condition, so far as
the various hotels, &ec., are concerned, is but a comparatively
temporary expedient, and increase in the size of the supply pipe
will be necessary to enable the Commissioners to deliver an
amount of water that will be required within a year or two.
Ultimately, it is believed, the more extended resources of the
city supply will be made available for the use of the Island and
the intervening towns, and the Parkway line, in addition to its
use as primarily designed, principally for the maintenance of
the Ocean Parkway and Concourse, may serve an additional
useful purpose as a service pipe for the property along the
Parkway. :
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The following statement shows the work performed by the Park
pumping-engine and the stated yield of the well, for the period
mfendmg from June 5, 1871, to December 31, 1879.

Torar  |In Garvons— Days when
No. oF Garrons | Water Used | Park well
DaTE. GarronNs | PumprED from was
PumpED. ror THE | City Service {not in use
Yrar. Each XYear. |each year.
FromdJune 5, 1871 toSeptem-
ber 10, 1871 .... ... 21,525,504 21,525,504 15,081,176* 5
¢« September 10, 1871 to
May 1, 1872 .......| 46,877,644 )
¢ May 1, 1872 to October % 149,958,468 41,888 25
1, 1872......... 103,080,824
“  Qctober 1, 1872 to May
1, 1873...... ...... 50,156,304 ) |
o May 1, 1873 to October 111 537,800 2,934 404 79
1, 1873 . 61,381,496
“  Qctober 1, 1873 toMay
’ 1, 1874, ... ... 49,212,372l .
¢« May 1, 1874 to Octo- 116,033,720; 1,119,008 25
ber 1, 1874 ........ 66,521,348 |
¢ October 1, 1874 to May )
1, 1876, ... ... ... 47,124,176 23
“ ‘\Iay 1, 1875 to October 112,492,160 1,461,592
1, 1875, . ........ 65,367,984
o Octoberl 1875 to May
1, 1876........ 38,817,416
“ Mayl 1876 to October 87,078,288] 1,384,548 37
1, 1876............ 48,260,872
“ Octoberl 1876 to May
1, 1877. . ... ... ... 28,279,108?
¢ May 1, 1877 to October -1 93,710,936 72,556 60
1, 1877 65,431,828 |
«  QOctober 1, 1877 to May
1, 1878 ... ... ... 27,911,752
¢ Mdy 1, 1878 to October| f 87,675,368| 2,347,224 72
1, 1875. . 59,763,616
«  Qctober 1, 1878 to May
1, 1879. ... ... 27,357,000(
“ Mayl 1879 to October 87,017,436|......... ... 62
1, 1879............ 59,660,436;
«  October 1, 1879 to De-
cember 31 1879.. 18,377,392 18,377,3921. ... ....... 19
Totals...o.oo it e | ieve i 885,407,072| 24,442,396 407

* Used from July, 1868, to September, 1871,
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Yrernop. Gallons.
Average yield per year ...... ...l e e 104,165,541
MaxitiiI. .. e e e e 144,958,468
MInbmum.. . o e e e 87,017,436
Gallons. : -
Yield of Park Well in 1878..... ... ... . .cooo fovav i, 87,675,638
Used by hotels at Coney Island...... ....... . . ... 7,766,259
¢ for sprinkling Ocean Parkway.............. ... 10,909,379
¢« « Prospect Park...... . .. e e 69,000,000

—_— | 87,675,638

Yield of Park Well in 1879.................
Used by hotels at Coney Island 11,001,748
. for sprinkling Ocean Parkway ... (... ... ... 11,160,000
“ o« Prospect Park....... ..... ... ...l 64,915,688

From June to October of each year, the well has been operated twenty-four
hours per day; during the year 1878, the engine was stopped only four days
during the summer months, and during 1879 only two days. Previous to 1878
no water was used below the King’s highway on the Parkway. The main to Coney
I:land was laid in 1877, and was opened for use carly in 1878.

SPECIAL WORKS.

Of the special works which have been from time to time
placed under charge of the Brooklyn Park Commissioners, and
which have, in whole or in part been carried to substantial
completion; the most important was the Ocean Parkway and the
Concourse at Coney Island, to which reference is specially made
in a portion of the following pages. These special works are
enumerated as follows :

Ninth avenue and Fifteenth street.
Washington avenue.

Ocean avenue. -

Coney Island avenue.

In all cases, the contemplated improvements pertained to
streets and avenues bordering upon or contiguous to the Park,
the work being provided for by special enactments of the Legis-
lature. In view of the relations that these thoroughfares were
to bear to the Park, it was quite proper that thé Park Commis-
sioners should largely determine the character of the work to
be done, as well as to regulate and establish the necessary
grades. Where practicable the work was done by contract.
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NINTH AVENUE AND FIFTEENTH STREET.

Both of these thoroughfares were widened during the early
years of the Park work, and somg modification of the grades
were made by the Oommissioners&nd approved by the Common
Council, in order to adjust the grades. of certain streets abut-
ting upon the Park boundary. Upon these works the Com-
missioners expended the sum of $29,086.10. The indebtedness
thus incurred is provided to be paid by the act of the Legis-
lature, chapter 546 of the Laws of 1875, out of moneys to be
raised for completing the improvement, as well as the amount
already expended by the Commissioners. Until recently,
neither of these streets were used to any considerable extent,
except by two lines of railroad, which have seemed to afford all
the accommodation demanded by the public. o

The Commissioners have always regarded the property lying
along the western border of the Park as valuable, and as forming
part of a very attractive portion of the city, in view of its prox-
1mity to the Park, the favorable character of its topography,
and for its general eligibility. This in common with other neigh-
borhoods, has felt the effect of the business depression which
has so long prevailed, and there has been, naturally, little dis-
position on the part of capitalists and others to improve any
considerable portion of it. Having this in view, the Commis-
sioners, under whose care a portion of Ninth avenue and
Fifteenth street was placed by the Legislature, deemed it un-
wise to enter upon any scheme of improvement which must, in
the nature of things, be premature in ifs effect, and if carried
out upon a scale which would meet the approval of the authori-
ties and of the Commissioners themselves, would have entailed
upon the property during this long series of years a heavy
burden. This view was adhered to against the urgent opposi-
tion of some of the owners who have since frankly admitted the
wisdom of the course adopted by the Park Commissioners.

Whenever it shall be deemed a tavorable time to improve
these streets it ought to be done in a substantial and satis-
factory manner. The pavement should consist of one or the
other of the most improved stone blocks, either of New Jersey
trap-rock or of granite. '

In advance of laying down the superstructure, the necessary
sewers should be constructed and the water and gas pipe put
down, so that proper time for settlement of the earth in the
trenches may be allowed for and the finishing work thoroughly
done. What is here said applies more particularly to Ninth

5



36

avenue on the Park side, but is quite true in a large measure
of Fifteenth street, which is destined to become an important
line of communication between the southwestern portion of
the city and the surburban tgwns.

WASHINGTON AVENUE.

The act providing for the improvement of this avenue for a
length of 7,100 feet, contemplated its increase in width to eighty
feet, necessitating the addition of a strip ten feet in width along
the westerly line of the street. The necessary legal proceedings
were entered upon for the taking of the additional land required,
and upon the approval of the report of the Commissioners
appointed by the Supreme Court, plans for the grading and
paving were prepared and the work subsequently let in two
sections.

The first section extended from Atlantic avenue to the city
line, a distance of 5,052%% feet, and upon which the specifica-
tions contemplated the partial regrading of the street, made
necessary by the change in its width, and also to repave, recurb
and gutter the whole street. .

The Commissioners designed from the outset to expend as
little money as possible upon the work, desiring to remit to the
future, when the character of the street would be more clearly
defined, the question of a more substantial and costly improve-
ment. For this reason, the contractor was permitted to make
use of all the material on the ¥ine of the street, including curb
and gutter, paving stones and flagging that might be found
available, in view of the temporary character of the contempla-
ted improvement. Under these conditions this section of the
avenue was let to and the work promptly performed by Mnr.
Thomas McCann, of this city, for the sum of $2.20 per lineal foot.

The second section, 2,048 «%s feet in length, was made up of
that portion of the avenue lying within the town of Flatbush,
and was let to Mr. B. R. Sturges, and the work satisfactorily
performed within the prescribed time for the sum of $5.25 per
lineal foot. This latter contract included the furnishing of a
considerable amount of extraneous material for filling, together
with new curb and gutter and paving stone for the entire road-
way. .

Washington avenue runs through an important section of the
city and affords a direct line of communication to the Park and
to the town of Flatbush.

There are no indications of any improvements such as would
have warranted any large expenditure beyond providing, as the
Commissioners have already done, a practicable and convenient
thoroughfare.
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OCEAN AVENUE. :

During the latter part of 1875 the opening and improvement
of this avenue was agreed upon begween the Park Commission-
ers and the authorities of the town of Flatbush, and after the
necessary legal proceedings had been successfully accomplished,
the work was proceeded with under contract with Mr. William
P. Sturges. This avenue forms the lower portion of the south-
easterly boundary of the Park, and extends from the Willink
entrance, at Flatbush avenue and Franklin avenue, in the town
of Flatbush on the south.

The plan of the improvement provided for a street 100 feet
in width, divided as follows : A 50 feet roadway, a sidewalk on
the westerly side of 30 feet, and on the easterly side of 20 feet
in width. The length of the avenue was 3,013 feet. A blue stone -
curb and gutter defines and limits the roadway on each side
and parallel with the curb, and extending 10 feet in width.
Toward the centre of the road is laid a strip of cobble-stone
paving, with a view to facilitate drainage and protect the road
on each side from the action of storms, &e. The remaining
space, of 30 feet, forming the central or main portion of the
roadway, is made up of filling of gravel of the neighborhood,
carefully selected, from which large stones have been removed,
and the whole substantially rolled to a good surface. At a later
period two rows of thrifty maple trees were planted and boxed
on the sidewalk of this avenue, adjoining the Park.

The opening and construction of this avenue completes the
system of exterior roadways contemplated in the original
scheme of the Park Improvement, but which in this instance had
been deferred and practically abandoned by the Commission-
ers, in_consequence of the opposition of the property owners,
the indifference to the recommendations of the Commissioners
evinced by the authorities of the city, and, to some extent, the
excessive value placed upon the land proposed to be taken.
Subsequently, however, the co-operation of the authorities of
the town of Flatbush was secured, and the project was satis-
factorily carried out to completion.

CONEY ISLAND AVENUE.

This avenue forms the lower southeasterly boundary of the
Park, from the city line at Fifteenth street and Eleventh avenue
to the entrance of the Park at the junction of Franklin avenue
and the old Coney Island road.

Having been petitioned to do so, the Park Commissioners,
representing the city, joined the property owners along the line
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of the avenue in an improvement of a subordinate character,
which, while involving the expenditure of a comparatively small
amount of money ($2,411), has provided a convenient roadway,
and was in all respects satisfctory to the parties interested.

The work was let under contract to Mr. Thomas Glevry for
the sum of $3.84 per lineal foot, and consisted of the necessary
grading, together with a strip of cobble-stone pavement and
curb and gutter on the westerly side of the road.

The intervening space at the northerly end of this improve-
ment, across the circle at Fifteenth street and Eleventh avenue,
was improved at the expense of the Commissioners by special
contract with the contractor of Coney Island avenue.

EAST SIDE LANDS.

For several years past public attention has been more or less
directed to the large area of property belonging to the city,
under the control of the Commissioners, known as the east side
lands, and forming part of the Park, as originally taken for
that purpose. ) '

This area lies on the easterly side of Flatbush avenue, and
exclusive of the Reservoir (which occupies an area of 115 acres),
contains 121 acres, and 1s bounded by Flatbush and Van-
derbilt avenues, Warren street and Washington avenue, ter-
minating at the south at the dividing line between the city and
the town of Flatbush. The various discussions, both on the
part of the public and the Commissioners, and the several legal
processes which have led to the abandonment of these lands for
Park purposes, have been made known from fime to time in
the previous reports of the Commissioners, and in the. daily
papers, and are measurably familiar to our citizens.

The scheme considered and matured by the Commissioners,
and sanctioned by the highest legal authority of the State for
the sale of these lands, has, like most important contemporary
enterprises elsewhere, been arrested and held in abeyance for
reasons patent to the thinking men of the community, pending
the remarkable period of business depression and stagnation
through which the country, it is now believed, is happily
emerging. :

During the progress of work upon the Park in the early
years of its construction, no change was effected in the pre-
vailing features of the east side property. The first consider-
able work consisted in opening the Eastern Parkway, from the
plaza to Washington avenue, involving the removal of 231,000
cubicyards of material above the established grade. Tollowing
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upon the commencement of this work in 1871, and its completion
in 1873, further quantities of material were removed from time to
time from points where the same was in excess, and was used
to fill up the low grounds within the boundaries of the east side
‘lands, which work was done at prices that were known to be to
the adv. antage of the city. At a later date the various and per-
sistent oppositions to the proposed sale of a portion of these
lands were measurably overcome by the Commissioners, and
with the approval of the public generally, steps were at once
taken looking to the carrying out of their plan of sale ; an accu-
rate sarvey of the area was ordmed which included the location
and extension of the city streets and avenues through it, together
with a careful study of grades to be established with a view to
the most favorable development of the property. It must be
borne in mind that any system of extension through it of the
city streets to prove of practical utility, must of necessity connect
with, and their grades must conform to, those arbitranly estab-
lished by the city authouty upon the streets and avenues sur-
rounding the Park.

The pu)Jectloll of Sacke’rt street, otherwise known as the
Eastern Parkway entailed at once the necessity for this co-op-
eration of interest. The grading involved at the outset
the extension of the easterly slope of the Reservoir as an
engineering necessity, and after a conference of the engi-
neers, respectively, of the Parkk Commissioners and the Water
Bomd, as to the amount of additional property required, pro-
ceedings were instituted by joint co-operation of the Park Com-
missioners and Water Board to obtain legislative authority for
the transfer of the land required. This authority having been
secured, a commission agreed upon by the city authorities
and the Park Commissioners, . congisting of Messys. Thomas
Sullivan, John French and Silas Ludlum, was appointed to
value the property to be taken, and their 1ep01t was approved
without modification. At this point of the proceedings it was
discovered that by an imperfection in the law, no provision had
been made for the transter of the money 1esult1né, from the sale
of the land from one department to the other, notwithstanding
the fact that the law originally placed the absolute control of
all moneys resulting from the sale of any of the Park lands in
the Commissioners who were further authorized to pay there-
from all expenses incurred in connection with the said lands,
out of the first moneys which should be received from their
sale or any portion thereof.
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The failure to recognize this right in this special act, however,
made it necessary to transfer the money in question to the
custody of the Sinking Fund Commissioners, but the Park
Commissioners sought and obtained relief from the following
Legislature with the consent and co-operation of the ecity
authorities, and subsequently obtained the full amount of money
in question. In connection with the survey alluded to, with a
view to a reasonable development of the resources of the area,
Underhill avenue, Butler street and Park place were opened,
graded and paved by special contract and the preparations
made at once for a sale of a portion of the property. Maps
were printed showing the number and location of the lots
aggregating over 1,000 in all, in the several portions of the prop-
erty which it was proposed to sell. The further preliminaries
of a sale by public auction were arranged for in 1874, and the
sale itself was appointed to take place in December of the same
year, in deference to what appeared to be an expressed public
opinion, but at a meeting of the Common Council, held on the
16th of November, 1874, the following resolutions were passed,
the effect of which, was to suspend indefinitely the proposed
sale.

“Whereas, because of financial requirements the Board of
Park Commissioners claimed to be called upon to sell at public
auction the property belonging to the city known as the east
side lands ; and

“Whereas, it is the opinion of those most competent to judge
that a sale of said property in the present depressed condition
of the market for real estate will result in serious loss to the
city, as also prove very injurious to the interests of the citizens
holding real estate for a market, particularly in the vicinity of
the proposed sale ; therefore ‘ '

“ Resolved, That the Park Commissioners be and they hereby
are earnestly requested to postpone the sale to a period of time
which shall indicate some possibility of obtaining nearer the
value of the property than is now promised, and the Mayor and
Comptroller be and they are hereby authorized to confer with
the Board of Park Commissioners, and tender to them such
financial aid as may be legal and proper, that their legal
demands and the interest of the city in the property be fully
protected by securing a postponement of the sale to a more
promising opportunity.”

A small portion of the area nearest the plaza has been graded
in part, the removal of the material having been done at a very
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small cost. In one or two instances contractors, requiring filling
for their own purposes elsewhere, have been permitted to take
it from the east side lands without cost to the Park Commis-
sioners. No other moneys have been expended beyond such as
was absolutely necessary from time to time in the care and
supervision of this area.

It is hardly necessary to say, perhaps, that the Commission-
ers realized, and have always done so, the desirability of
promptly disposing of the considerable portion of this property
at fair prices, and have made every reasonable effort to do so,
that the city may be benefited thereby and improvements of a
.chau;iwter suitable to the neighborhood encouraged and fos-
tered.

Had the Commissioners been enabled by the aid of intelligent
public sentiment to overcome the captious and personal opposi-
tions to their scheme in regard to this area at an earlier day, it
is only reasonable to infer that a satisfactory sale would have
been successfully accomplished previous to 1873, the result of
which, it is confidently believed, would have demonstrated the
practicability and wisdom of the policy advocated by the Park
Commissioners. »

There is an indebtedness amounting to $34,655.51, which has
been incurred by the Park Commissioners from time to time for
authorized expenditures, the payment of which is provided for
by law. The Commissioners have now in contemplation, the sale
of a portion of these lands at such favorable time during the
coming year, as their judgment shall approve. The proceeds of
this sale, together with the moneys derived and to be derived
and justly due from the assessment of the property surrounding
the Park, which has been legally adjudged to have been bene-
fited thereby, will, it is believed, in a very material degree serve
to reduce the amount of indebtedness incurred in the original
construction of the Park, and reduce the Park debt, so called,
to an amount at which there can be little complaint as com-
pared with the benefits resulting from so marked and consider-
able a public improvement.

The grading and paving of Underhill avenue, to the Eastern
Parkway involved the necessity of lowering and relaying the
force main which connects the pumping engine at Warren street
with the high service reservoir on Prospect Hill. This main
" had been placed within a few feet of the natural surface, doubt-
less as a measure of economy, in view of the fact that while a
system of grades had been established by the city for the con-
tinuation of the other streets through the east side area, it was
believed notwithstanding the alteration of the grade of Flatbush
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\
avenue, that the necessity for the larger expenditure required
to place the pipe below the grades of the street, to which the
ordinances required them to be ultimately regulated, were so
remote as to justify, as an engineering expedient, the placing of
the pipe as above described. The Park Commissioners hold
that the expensés involved in lowering and relaying this pipe so
as to conform to a system of grades established by the city, and
over which the Park Commissioners exercised no control, and
to which the grade of the Parkway itself was required in effect
to conform, was properly chargeable upon the city, .and the
whole work should have been done by and at the expense of the
Board of City Works. A difference of opinion as to which De-
partment should bear the expense of this work has led to a
postponement of any consideration of the question of its settle-
went.  The Commissioners, having been under the necessity
of completing the street openings upon which improvements
under contract were in progress, assumed the burden of this
expenditure under protest, and the work, which was clearly a
general public benefit and of no immediate concern to the Park
or the east side lands, was satisfactorily completed. The Park
Commissioners are prepared at any time to enter upon an ad-
justment of the amount mvolved in this expenditure, which
they feel they were, by the exigencies of the case, forced to
assume unjustly.

EASTERN PARKWAY.

This important work was commenced in 1871 and completed
in 1874, The description of the plan, together with details of
construction, are to {)e found in previous reports of this com-
mission. In the earlier history of the work, through defects in
the law or ambiguity in its interpretation as to the manmer of
raising money, for its construction, the work suffered from a
considerable delay, the burden of which fell largely upon the
contractor, Mr. Thomas McCann, who was forced to assume
large financial responsibilities for a considerable period with-
out aid from the city. The modification of the law and the
correction of the defects alluded to were accomplished by the
aid of the Legislature, and no trouble was encountered in the
further progress of the work.

The design, involving a large outlay of money, contemplated
a central drive and a traffic road on each side, together with
attendant promenade and ordinary sidewalks. The line of the
improvement was projected through a territory marked in its
topography, and material changes of the surface involved the:
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removal of large quantities of material, which, however, was
made of substantial use for filling, upon adjacent property below
the established grade. The very extensive area of property in-
tended to be benefited by the construction of this road, was
owned in large parcels by a few gentlemen who were principally
instrumental in procuring the enactment of the law which
placed this work, without solicitation or desire on their part,
under the charge of the Park Commissioners, and they other-
wise cleared the way for an early completion of the work which
it was agreed should be prosecuted at the expense of the
property benefited. Had the reasonable expectations with
regard to the effect of this improvement upon the property,
been realized, there can be little doubt as to the suceessful dis-
position of the adjacent property thus benefited, but it will be
remembered that the business depression, elsewhere alluded
to, followed closely upon the completion of this work, and its
effect upon the sales of real estate was immediate, and from
which this, as well as other desirable property, suffered such
serious effects. Business in this class of speculation and
investment was everywhere affected in like manner, and no
foresight was able to avert its disastrous consequences.

‘Neither the city nor the Park Commissioners are in any way
responsible for the change to which all property will be required
~to adapt itself, and while the era of bold real estate enterprises,
lavish and sometimes wasteful expenditures, has properly
passed away, there is still an ample field for the exercise of
legitimate undertakings, among which the improvement and
sale of property may be properly classed.

It by no means follows, however, that this property will not
ultimately bring substantial reward to its owners; on the con-
trary, the Commissioners believe that it will derive greater ad-
vantages proportionately from the improvements already made,
exceptional in character, than would have been likely to follow
the otherwise slow and characterless development of so isolated
and apparently unattractive a territory. . i

At present the Fastern Parkway is a well-used thoroughfare,
and affords a convenient line of communication with the
business portion of the city for a large and important section of
the community. In conjunction with Bedford avenue, which is
one of the most conspicuous and direct lines of travel with the
Eastern District, the Parkway affords a substantial, pleasant
and commodious exit for business traffic and pleasure riding;
the facility afforded for reaching the Park and the principal
roadways to Coney Island forms no inconsiderable claim among
the advantages to be derived from it. )

6
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As with other works under the charge of the Commissioners,
the provisions for its care and preservation are not such as a
work of this character and magnitude require, nor is it in the
interest of the property or the city to continue to permit the -
excessive deterioration to which it is necessarily subjected; in
consequence of the limited appropriations placed at the dispo-
sal of the Commissioners. :

THE OCEAN PARKWAY AND CONEY ISLAND,

The initiation of this work and its relations to the Park,
together with an account of its construction so far as the King’s
Highway, a distance of three and one-quarter miles from the
easterly entrance of the Park, have been very fully described in
previous reports. The project of constructing a broad highway
- from Brooklyn to Coney Island had been discussed and ap-
proved by the Park Commissioners as early as 1867, and if re-
ceived the sanction of the Legislature shortly after. Plans
were prepared and the necessary legal steps were taken to ac-
quire possession of the land, and the work was completed to
King’s Highway in the autumn of 1873.

The Commissioners found themselves surrounded with many
embarrassments, in thus early forecasting the possibility and
desirability, if not the need of suburban drives, which, begin-
ning at the Park and terminating at the ocean, would present a
thoroughfare of rare attractions. While the first section of the
road was being constructed, property owners and many conser-
vative, right-minded citizens as well, expressed grave doubts as
to there being any justification for it, they questioned the utility
of the work and urged, if persisted in with earnestness, that 1t
must be finished with the most economical expenditure. These
influences to some extent determined the general quality and
character of the improvement. So fitful and uncertain was the
travel and traflic with the county towns, and so little were the
suburban district and ocean views valued for their attractions,
by the larger part of the community, that the construction of
this road was opposed as unnecessary. At a later period public
opinion had taken definite shape in its favor, but the local oppo-
sition and prejudice were such that it required the exercise of
great caution and judgment on the part of the Commissioners,
to secure the just recognition and success of the work then
completed.

As an instance in point it may be stated that the plan of the
improvement was materially modified and cheapened in defer-
ence to the desires of the property owners, who insisted that
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the distance from the Park to their property over the contem-
plated route was so great as to practically debar them from
participation in any accruing benefits. Another obstacle to the
extension of the road was met in the Prospect Park Fair
Grounds Association, through whose property the proposed
route lay. To meet these opposing elements the Commission-
ers found it desirable to determine upon a temporary completion
to this point, until time should justify the wisdom of their
further plans. On opening this Drive, 1ts use by the public be-
came general, and its value and desirabjlity were at once
acknowledged. The result further secured was the withdrawal
of local oppositiou the co-operation of those who had been
arrayed against it, and the securing of legislation necessary to
the extension of the road to the ocean, in the years 1874-5.
Title to the land was acquired, and the work was extended upon
the same general plan as that already completed. The lower
portion of this work, comprising a distance of two and one-
quarter miles, was put under contract to Messrs. Curtin &
O’Brien, the lowest bidders, of this city, at a cost of $5.95 per
lineal foot which price m1np1ehended the entire filling, grading,
paving, %mfacmo, and planting of trees essential to a completion
of the improvement. The work was finished in the month of
November, 1876, and was at once thrown open to the publie, by
" whom it was quickly appreciated and utilized as a delightful,
convenient and substantial thoroughfare to the ocean.

The construction of this second section of this work, the
results of which have contributed so much toward attracting
attention to the great availability of Coney Island as a popular
seaside resort, followed immediately on the confirmation of the
report of the Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment,
approved by the Supreme Court. The general plan of the
work corresponded with that of the first qec&_(l)n and comprised
a central roadway of 70 feet in width bordering upon
it on either side a promenade or broad walk 30 feet in width.
An additional roadway 25 feet wide for business purposes
was placed on the side of the main sidewalk, and a walk
15 feet in width was additionally provided for next to the
building line. This line, by legal vestriction, is confined to
within and beyond 30 feet of the extreme limit of the i improve-
ment, which is 210 feet wide. The mode of construction is very
Slmple the material of the grading was principally found upon
the line of the work, and consisted of light loam and gravel
peculiar to this portion of the island. "With proper preparation
and care 1t makes an admirable road for pleasure driving.
The bed of the principal roadway to the depth of 12 inches, is
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composed of selected gravel from which all stones of large size
were excluded. The surface was carefully shaped and roHed
until a proper bond was secured. The side roads, after being
properly graded, were covered with six inches of gravel. The
sidewalks, including the promenade or central walks, were
graded and covered with six inches of soil, upon which grass-
seed was sown with a view of securing a tough sod ; six rows of
frees, consisting of elms and maples of approved varieties for
the principal portions of the road, and the golden willow for
that portion more directly affected by the salt air, were planted
the whole length of the roadway. Nothing of an exceptional
character in construction was encountered in the progress of
the work exeept in connection with the crossings of two
marshes, originally formed by the action of the sea, one 1,600
feet and the other 1,200 feet long, the latter divided by Coney
Island ereek, an arm or inlet of the sea, the existence of
which creek gives distinction to Coney Island as an island.

On Coney Island, with the exception of a small piece of up-
land, which, without doubt, was originally the end of the main
peninsula, the roadway passed over the white sand formation
peculiar to this portion of the coast. The entire length of
the improvement, from the King’s Highway (a roadway built by
the English in the 16th century), and extending across the land
from Gravesend Bay to the northerly line of the Concourse
Drive, is 11,814 feet; while that of the upper portion, finished in
1873,15 16,833 feet-—making a total length from the southwesterly
entrance of the Park at the junction of the old Coney Island
road and Franklin avenue, in the town of Flatbush to the Con-
course, of 28,697 feet, which is (5%) miles nearly.

The work involved the moving of nearly 22,500 cubic yards of
material, about 10,000 square yards of rough cobblestone
paving, and the ganting of 3,000 trees, together with such other
details of work as are incidental to road building of this char-
acter. Messrs. O'Brien & Curtin, the contractors, also con-
structed a bridge which carrieg the roadway over Coney Island
creek, at a cost of about $3,00(). No material, trouble was ex-
perienced in crossing. the marshes referred to beyond that of
providing for slight uniform settlement incidental to the shrink-
age of such material, which settlement is likely to leave some
depression in the surface to be repaired by some additional
filling from time to time. This bridge is 40 feet wide, and two
spans, of 20 feet each, carry over the central driveway, and two

- sidewalks, 10 feet in width, making a total length of 90 feet.
The elevation of the floor of the bridge is five feet above mean
high tide, each bent consists of spruce piles placed five feet
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from the gentres, twelve inches in diameter at the head, and
driven to the ultimate resistance. The piles were capped by
white pine timber twelve inches square, morticed to the piles
and secured by locust pins. Floor beams, 4x12 inches, of
white pine, were placed twe feet between centles upon which a
flooring of three-inch yellow pine plank was laid. A handrail
on each side of the roadway separates it from the sidewalk.

The end bents were sheeted to the bottom of the ereek with
three-inch yellow pine plank, against which the filling at the end
of the bridge rested. On the preliminary survey, the formation
of the mud and vegetable growth, of which the marsh is com-
posed, was found to be very 11"1"90111&1“ in depth, in some
Imstances reaching 14 feet, and with a mean depth of 6 feet,

material settlements were &pplehended and occurred at several
points during the construction; but over the principal portion
of this part of the work the settlement was but slightly in excess
of that which attends ordinary filling for the same depth. This
was due to two causes, the chief one being that the grade of the
road at this point was arranged to meet the necessities only of
the minimum fill of 4 feet, which it was assumed, the tough
marsh sod would be able to bear or float upon itg surface. The
work was begun in the latter part of April, and was substan-
tially completed and open to public use in November of the
same year. It has become the principal line of communication
for the large and growing number of those who seek pleasure
and amusement out doors, who ride in carriages to the sea-

shore.

An act passed by the Legislature of 1876 and 1877 authorized
the Commissioners to appropriate the premium resulting from
the sale of county bonds, which had been withheld by
the County Treasurer, to the extent of $17,070.99, for the fU.l—
_ther purpose of extendm% the water supply along the line of
the Ocean Parkway to Coney Island. The necessary plans and
specifications having been agreed upon, the contract, after
proper competition, was awarded to Messrs. O'Brien & Curtm
the lowest bidders, at 53 cents per lineal foot ; the contract in-
volved the laying of a four-inch cast iron pipe from the end of
the pipe laid in 1873, to the Concourse at Coney Island, with
extensions east and west to the extreme limit of the county
property. It also included the furnishing of a Beton Coignet
water-trough for horses, with suitable connec‘mons two or-
namental dnang hydmnt% located at the shelterq together
with the necessary hydrants, stop-cocks, &e., along the line of
the Parkway and the Concourse.
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The extreme length of the line was 19,950 lineal feet. To test
an invention which was recommended by engineers and others,
a line, 600 feet in length, of six-inch wood and asphalt pipe was
laid down, as an experiment, by the Asphalted Tube Works of
New York city. The invention coygsisted of a series of layers
of wood veneers wound round a central core, with a_course of
asphalt running between each layer. By experiments made at
the shops of the company at Harlem, N. Y., a piece of pipe, com-
posed of five layers of wood, had under several trials, exhibited
successfully, a pressure of five hundred pounds to the square
inch. The pipe was laid down and was made use of during the
fall of 1877, as a connecting link between the old six-inch cast-
iron pipe and the four-inch cast-iron extension. It shortly gave
indications of failure, many lengths soon breaking, one after
another, thus interfering with the continuous delivery of water
to the island. The interest and faith in the serviceableness of
the pipe, was such on the part of the proprietors, that they
asked and obtained permission to substitute a pipe of greater
strength, viz.,, of eight layers of veneer. The work was done
promptly and the water turned on the line October 3, 1877.
For a time no evidence of weakness was exhibited on the wooden
pipe until the early fall, when the pipe ultimately failed. The
experiment was abandoned, and the pipe replaced by cast iron.
The experiment was an interesting one, but the failure may be
attributed mainly to the water ram on the line of pipe due to the
frequent opening and closing of the hydrants, the limited num-
ber of which was not sufficient to relieve the pressure of these
blows, and to the fact, probably, that it was difficult to secure
uniformity of strength and perfectness of material in all the
pipe. The veneers used were of maple, carefully selected, free
from knots or other defects, and cut with uniform nicety by
machinery from the round of the tree. The shaping of the
pipe was also effected by machinery, the asphalt was of the
best quality, and great care was taken by the parties interested
to insure success. Samples of the veneers were tested by tensile
strains of 100 pounds to the sdhare inch, thus far giving evidence
of strength in the structure of the pipe. For light pressures
there can be no doubt that this pipe is deserving of careful
consideration and trial, if the cost of supplying it can be brought
within the limit of successful competition with other water
pipe.

IJJXS a fitting termination to this improvement, the Commis-
sioners, in behalf of Kings county, obtained possession of’about
seventy acres of that portion of the Island, at the end of the Ocean
Parkway, with a frontage of 2,750 feet, extending along and in-
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cluding the most desirable portion of the beach, with an average
depth of 1,000 feet from high water mark. The Parkway exten-
sion intersects this property 1,250 feet east of its westerly
boundary, the extreme easterly boundary being 1,500 feet from
the same point. Within this area a series of hills, or dunes,
formed by the erratic accumulations of sand, were found, some
of them being from 5 to 12 feet above high tide. A line or
range of these hills, generally distant about 450 feet from the
beach, as before noted, was selected for the site of a so-called
Beach Concourse, or Ocean Promenade, for visitors in carriages
and on foot.

The plan of the work contemplated the construction of an
embankment of sand of sufficient width to afford a base for an
ample roadway for driving, and accommodation for pedes-
trians as well. The details of construction may be briefly
described as follows: The cross section of the embankment
necessitated a width of about 135 feet in the aggregate. The
sand was deposited on the line selected, to a height of 5:% feet
above high water mark on the front line, and 6 feet on the rear,
and involved the removal of about 30,000 cubic yards of sand,
which was obtained entirely from the area owned by the county.
The material was carefully graded and faced by a slope toward
the ocean of 3 to 1. Upon this slope, and upon the upper sur-
face of the entire length of the Concourse for a width of 100
feet, a covering of bituminous concrete pavement was laid. The
material on the slopes was carried down to low water mark.
It is of uniform thickness (3 inches) and was composed of equal
quantities of selected gravel and beach sand carefully dried in
heated cylinders and mixed in due proportion with refined coal
tar and asphalt, carefully prepared by the contractors, the
Abbot Pavement Company of Brooklyn.

All the work of preparation was carefully done, the whole
satisfactorily completed and accepted early in September, 1876.
This work was designed not only to serve the purposes of a
pleasant promenade drive, but also for use as a breakwater and
a substantial barrier to the encroachments of the sea, which,
unopposed, had often threatened the destruction of a portion of
the Island and previously jeopardized the buildings and struc-
tures already erected, and had often occasioned considerable
damage to the work of enterprising lessees.

In 1876 two open shelters constructed of wood, upon a pile
foundation, were placed upon the Concourse at the junction
of the Parkway, for the convenience of visitors. These structures
were built by contract with Mr. Van Riper of Brooklyn, were
open on all sides, and with convenient entrances on the front
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and rear. An overhanging roof affords protection from storm
and the heat of the sun. They cover each an area of 75 feet
by 25, and, being amply provided with seats and tables, are
much used throughout the season by visitors to the Island.

In the summer of 1878 an arrangement was made with the
Kings county Gaslight Company to light the Concourse with.
gas. Pipes were laid down and a sufficient number of posts and
lamps were put up to secure the necessary illumination of the

walks and drive during the season of 1878 and 1879.
© The following is a sketch of what is known of the earlier
physical features, configuration and history of Comney Island,
and may prove not uninteresting. In the original patent grant-
ed to Guisbert Op-Dyck for Coney Island, 1t is called Cunny
Tsland, and by the Dutch, Coneynen Eylandt, from the name, it
is conjectured, of an individual who had possessed a part of it.
Pine Island, then called Conyne Hook, was at that time sepa-
rated from the former by a creek, which has since disappeared.

The entire Island, with the exception of a small border of up-
land and marsh, is composed of pure white sand which, satu-
rated at the level of high tide, presents the distinctive charac-
teristics of the sea-beach, so familiar to our people. Above the
level of high water, eccentric formations of sand, presenting
almost every imaginable form to be assumed by such material,
whose location and permanency vary with every changing wind
and storm, were found. At various points these formations
clustered about the hardy and scant vegetation, principally
beach grass, red cedar and native laurel, peculiar to the Island.

The presence of a comparatively rich soil on portions of the
Island 1s doubtless due to the upheavals and accretions of rich
deposits of mud from the bed of the ocean. To this has been
added the decomposed vegetation which at an earlier period
resulted from a more considerable vegetable growth than now
exists. This, as well as the soil of the contiguous main land, bears
to-day some of the characteristics of the soil of the prairie, to
which it assimilates somewhat in its formation and, like some
portions of the prairie which have been burned over at certain
periods, it owes its appearance to a like cause. A portion of
the Canarsee Indians (which tribe claimed at one time the whole
of the lands now included within the limits of Kings county)
* left interesting relics on the main land, near the southerly part
of the Tsland, in the shape of immense piles of shells. They
were very fond of shell-fish, and these shell banks, formed evi-
dently with some plan, have been found elsewhere on Long
Island. Many years since, in initiating the work of construection
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of the shell road on the lower end of the village of Gravesend,
a road well known to the old residents of Brooklyn, these shell
banks were discovered and the shells were used in surfacing this
road, for which they answered an admirable purpose.

Two well defined lines of hills extending the full length of the
Island and running parallel with the ocean, the line of whose
domain has remained substantially unchanged for many years,
are now fast disappearing before the improvement of roadways
and buildings, and works effected in the neighborhood.

The old records of the town of Gravesend mention the fact
that what is now known as Coney Island formerly consisted of
three smaller islands, the easterly one being known as Sedge
Bank Island ; another as Guisbert’s or Will Johnson’s Island,
and the third as Piney Island. Will Johnson’s Island was an
area which now forms the central or main part of the Island,
from the line of the old Coney Island road, westerley to Van
Sicklen’s hotel, and Piney Island lay west of a line from Van
Sicklen’s hotel to Feltman’s hotel, at which point at an earlier
day the surface was sufficiently depressed to form an inlet, and
was locally known as Piney inlet. It is recorded that certain
accounts of money was received by the town of Gravesend for
permits or licenses to cut cedar trees, which at that period, it is
said, attained a growgh sufficiently large in that neighborhood
to be used in the monstruction of small sailing vessels. It is
further shown that permits were granted for pasturing. cattle,
thus indicating s sufficient growth of vegetation to induce
farmers to drive their cattle thither in the spring, where they
were permitted to remain during the summer and early fall.

The fishermen who at that time, pursued that exclusive occu-
pation in this vicinity in greater numbers than now, united to
defray the necessary expense of opening an inlet from a point
near the site of Van Sicklen’s hotel to Gravesend Bay, in order
to avoid the longet and more boisterous passage along the
coast, from Piney inlet to the point. The effect of this enter-
prise was to shoal Piney inlet and finally close it up altogether.

Its general course could until quite recently, be traced by its
well defined line and depressed surface. A part of the inlet
separating Guisbert’s Island from the Sedge Bank still exists,
and is known as Sandy Creek. Its outlet, however, has been en-
tirely closed up by the comparatively recent formation of sand
hills near Engeman’s hotel.

Of the many accounts which have been given of the wonderful
changes that have taken place on the Island and its coast,
the following extracts will be read with interest : “The more”
“extensive and extraordinary marine encroachments have been ”

7
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“and are now in continual operation upon the south shore of ”
“the Island, the materials of which it is generally constructed ”
“being incapable of opposing any considerable barrier to the ”
“violence of winds and waves, especially during the existence ”
“of heavy storms, driving with inconceivable force and aug-”
“mented energy against the soft and yielding substance of”
“the headland and beaches. Its effect and ravages are per-”
“ceptible to the most common observation from one end of the
“Island to the other; yet probably in no one place so pal-’
“pable as about Gravesend, and particularly in the neighbor-’
“hood of Coney Island. Mr. John Van Dyck recollects when
“the beach at Coney Island was composed of high and exten-
“give sand hills, where it is now a flat and level beach, some-
“times covered by the tides; and he has cut grass upon a part”
“of the beach which is now a flat and level beach, sometimes ”
“covered by the tides; and he has cut grass upon a part of”
“the beach which is now at a considerable distance in the sea.”
“At other places where the water was of sufficient depth to”
“float vessels of 50 tons, it is now solid ground. In 1839, over ”
“forty years ago, Mr. Court Lake, of the same place, aged 79,7
“states that his grandfather, about 110 years ago, cut a quantity ”
“of cedar posts upon a part of Coney Island which is now two ”
“miles from the ocean ; and that he has himself cut firewood”
“at a place now a mile and a half from #e shore. There was”
“also a house upon Pine Island owned by one Brown, the site ”
“of which is now a great way at sea; and that Plumb Island ”
“was once covered by fine timber, where there is none now,”
“the greatest part of the land having washed away.”

2%

3

Several old maps, more or less comprehensive of Coney
Island, are extant ; the result of careful surveys, by reliable sur-
veyors. One of these was made by John Terhune, who was born
in 1766 and died in 1842. He was a resident of Gravesend, and
for many years represented that town as a Supervisor.

Somewhere about 1806-10, a map of Gravesend, including
Coney Island, was made by him for a town survey for the State.
On this map, the first range of sand-hills pavallel with the
shore, were located much nearer the beach line than is shown
by later surveys. Another map is known as the Jeremiah Wil-
liamson map, believed to have been made previous to the
Terhune map, somewhere about 1765-70. Upon this is shown
the so-called meadow lots of the North, Middle and Ledge bank
division, this division having been indicated for and in the
interest of the thirty-nine original freeholders of the town.



They were, it is believed, the first recognized owners of this
portion of the Island, and some of their heirs and assigns have
recently claimed portions of the Island on the basis of this
recorded right. On this map is made the following singular
and unique memorandum : “ This beach has, within the memory
of living men, washed away more than a mile in one night.”
Other old surveys, the maps of which show parts of Coney
Island and Gravesend, were made by Herman Lifford and
Roger. Strong. There are one or two other maps of interest,
without date or other means of authentic identification.

A more recent survey and map was made by the United States
Coast Survey in 1835, another in 1855, and in 1875 the Engineer of
the Park Commission completed a survey with the view to a care-
ful comparison with those which preceded it, and which has served
as the basis for the subsequent operations of the Commissioners
and others in the vicinity. The older inhabitants of Gravesend
claim to have observed with great care, the alterations. of the
contour of the beach and configuration of the Island generally,
from time to time. These observations have continued through -
several years and seem to justify the opinion that an almost
orderly system of compensating changes is continually taking
place in the shore line. These, are.more or less directly
due to meteorological phenomena of the spring and fall
seasons. The prev;ﬁent winds and characteristic storms of
these seasons present distinet and well defined phases common
to this latitude, only varying in a marked degree when storms
of a somewhat eccentric character of long-continued and un-
usual severity, act in conjuntion with the high tides. According
to our own observations these changes possess a marked indi-
viduality. A restoration by storms of some portions of the
Island that have been altered or obliterated by previous storms
is not uncommon, and it is equally true that portions of the
Island which have been enlarged at one time by storm and tide
lose their accretions from the same cause at another. Recent
surveys indicate that Coney Island has gained length by the
accumulation of sand, through several seasons. These changes
are observed, if not more intelligently, certaintly by a greater
number of people than formerly, and they are oftener the sub-
ject of newspaper notice. Comparisons of the two latest sur-
veys show that additions have been made to the easterly end
and considerable lasses have oceurred at the lower or extreme
westerly end. The principal line of sand hills running in a
generally easterly and westerly direction, is about 1,600 feet
from the beach. A similar but less conspicuous sand formation
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making a secondary chain of elevations about 450 feet from the
beach ; both of these are now almost obliterated by recent im-
provements. However important these changes may have been
in the past, there has operated during late years a force, or
series of forces, which have with little apparent matérial alter-
ation, counterbalanced the loss and gain of surface, so that
whatever more of extent, variety of features and picturesqueness
the TIsland afforded to the sturdy Dutch burgher and his
family, 200 years ago, the modern visitor may be congratulated
upon enjoying with more certainty those extensive attrac-
tions with which the Coney Island of to-day, abounds.

 While the safety of Coney Island has been greatly ensured by the
interposition of considerable embankments of filling, strengthen-
ed with structures of pile and heavy timber along the hotel
water fronts, it is by no means improbable, that a phenomenal
storm may occur and do great damage to portions of the Island.
At certain times of the year, there is a prevalence of violent
winds and storms from the northeast and the northwest respect-
ively. From winds from the former direction veering toward the
south, the most destruction is to be looked for, and the greatest
care should be taken to guard against their effects. A north-
east to southeast storm often brings in a heavy sea, which,
rolling obliquely along the shore, aided by powerful tidal
currents, with such force as to warrant the greatest alarm.

The severe storm of January, 1878, may be instanced as an
example. One of these storms raging with great force, the
winds and tides in conjunction, and long continued, would be
liable to obliterate the most important improvements on the
Island in a few hours.

Storms from the northwest, while also prevalent, rarely
bring in. an ocean swell, while the waves they raise fall upon
the shore in a line nearly perpendicular to the trend of the
coast. The projection of piers into the ocean at points along
the face of the Island may ultimately destroy the surf, form
bars, and so materially impair the attractions of bathing.

The parks, the suburban improvements, such as the Ocean
Parkway, the Concourse and other works at Coney Island, were
projected by the Commissioners with reference to the demands
of the future. They foresaw to a large extent what would follow,
and their plans, which then looked so formidable, are already
recognized as not exceeding the demand for them. They were
plans not for a season but for coming years, and this is an ele-
ment in all the undertakings of the Commissioners to the con-
sideration of which, our citizens have not always given proper
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weight. The Commissioners have been compelled oftentimes
for want of proper appropriations, to pursue a very mistaken
economy in their judgment, in restricting some of their work
to a basis that would soon require repairs and not much later,
to be built anew.

The Coney Island of to-day, with its wnequal improvements
and its latent possibilities for becoming one of the most popu-
lar seaside resorts inthe world, is notably one of those develop-
ments which the Commissioners with reason, claim to have
outlined and foreshadowed as the natural sequence to the
schemes now so intimately connected with the Island itself.
Although large investménts have been made there, carrying with
them magnificent projects caleulated to secure popular approval,
there is much that is temporary, crude and unsightly. A few
nominal and some real owners and lessees, individual and cor-
porative, representing the interests of a few more people, are
competing with each’ other and with those who may yet enter
upon unoccupied ground, for the pecuniary profits that may
result from their various enterprises. As an outgrowth of this,
there are already three ox four distinet clusters of buildings, each
representing a variety of entertainment for the public, and if
the existing condition of things continues without interruption
or restriction, it will be but a very short time before the entire
Island will become a vast and anomalous seaside conglomera-
tion of hotels, pavilions and meretricious exhibitions, and shows,
presenting a straggling, incongruous and most undesirable ap-
pearance, and, in large measure, disappointing if not destroying
the public expectations. There are no watering places in Great
Britain, or on the continent, which can afford such bealthful
enjoyment, with such convenience of access to such numbers of
people, and it stands almost without a rival in our own country.
It is of peculiar and imediate importance to Brooklyn, with
her rapidly growing suburbs, which within the coming century
may embrace this resort within her limits, that Coney Island
should be placed under a wise supervision in order that the
people may enjoy equally and cheaply its present and future
attractions.

It is desirable for economic and many other reasons that
proper supervision should be secured at the earliest moment.
Long leases and absolute ownership, with the improvements
that will naturally follow, will a few years hence, if this matter
is delayed, seriously embarrass the prosecution of plans for a
much wider enjoyment and resource. that could now be accom-
plished with economy and to general satisfaction.



56

The problem continually presents itself how to provide the
greatest amount of rational pleasure to the greatest number of
people. In the exercise of their duties the possibilities and
suggestions of Coney Island as a present and future resort for
rest and recreation of our teeming population, have constantly
engaged the attention of the Commissioners. Our people
should consider themselves fortunate in countrolling so 1mpor-
tant an interest, for instance in so fine a beach as comprises the
Concourse at the Island, and it remains for them to demand
intelligent and large-minded legislation, commensurate with
the importance of a matter so vital to their welfare. The
interests centred at the Island are so conflicting and the
policy governing their control so narrow. and short-sighted,
that with the exception of few moneyed corporations owning
large areas of land, the development of which is closely allied
to enterprises 111volv1ng a large expenditure of money for other
purposes, it is easy to pledlct their future, unless proper influ-
ences are used to harmonize their management, so far as it may
be important to the public interest to “do it. Intelligent and
disinterested observation can only lead to this conclusion upon
one point, viz.: that the chief charm and attractiveness of Coney
Island can only be preserved by unrestructed access to its
delightful beach, and a view of 1ts shore, without the interpo-
sition of incongruous and offensive associations such as the
huckster, the caterer to low amusements, gambling parapher-
nalia and other unsightly and obtrusive enterprises which
pander to the tastes of only a few people and are exceedingly
objectionable to the majority of visitors. Some of these petty
speculators minister to depraved tastes and offer cheap allure-
ments of a flashy and questionable character to induce unthink-
ing people to spend their money, while others of the better sort
are compelled by the existing and often unvestricted condition
of things to thrust themselves into competition in order to be
where the crowd congregate. This, on portions of the beach,
has grown from a slight annoyance to become a posﬂ:we
nuisance, for the present toleration of which no one in partic-
nlar is to blame, because there is no absolute law to prevent it,
or, if there be, no authority to give it force. In similar manner,
other abuses have gained a foothold which, with every recux-
ring season, are now growing tenfold q'ﬂong_,er by royal right
of possession. The aggregate of this class of evils necessarily
deprives the people at large of a vast amount of that satisfac-
tion and pleasure in their visits o the seaside to which they
are justly entitled.
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Three distinct suggestions impress themselves forcibly upon
the Commission as essential, if not vital, to the continued
and permanent success of Coney Island as a popular seaside
resort. Theseare:

First—To secure the beach against destruction or occupation
by greedy owners and lessees, thus insuring to the people its
free and unrestricted use.

Second—To provide a convenient promenade and roadway
for vehicles, the number of which will always be sufficient to
justify the amplest accommodation in this regard.

Third—A system of police surveillance under regulations that
may be made wholesome and effective.

Fourth—To secure proper sanitary regulations and to devise

such plans for the disposition of refuse of all kinds as will re-

“move the possibility of serious annoyance or danger to visitors
and residents.

The preservation of the beach and its free use by the publie,
for healthful recreation is obviously a consideration of the first
importance. The obstructions that now encumber portions of
it, the peripatetic venders and the vehicles now driven along
with shouts of warning to pedestrians, should all be retired
under regulations and provisions that would be alike gratifying
to the public and just, to the extent of giving each his equal
right and privilege and protection in the same. With a prom-
enade under proper restrictions, and for conveyances of all kinds,
the public would at once find its pleasure and comfort greatly
enhanced. The beach at present is a favorite resort for little
children accompanied by parents or servants ; there is necessity
for constant caution and care to guard them from vehicles and
rude pedestrians that are passing from one point to another on
the beach, not specially because it is the beach, but because
the only alternative, the driving or walking through the soft,
dry sand, a little back from the beach, even when no booths are
encountered, is intensely wearisome to both man and beast.
With a roadway and a sidewalk of the form and general
character such as has already been described to the Board of
Supervisors by the Commissioners, to be constructed on the
line of Surf avenue, the enjoyment and usefulness of the Island
would be materially increased. It would be valuable not only
to the great visiting public but to all who cater to it with what-
ever is brought to the Island in wagons—meats, provisions,
vegetables, &c. A roadway of this description should afford
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access to all important points on the Island, and would of itself
be a bond of common interest to a local community which may
one day be twentyfold what it is now, and for whose welfare a
liberal and intelligent provision should be made.

The want of systematic and sufficient police supervision at the
Island is already a serious one, and if not provided for in the
near future will do a negative injury to this resort which it will
Ye long in recovering from. One point on the Island has been
a place of promiscuous resort for thirty years past. At a later
period the beach began to be visited at another point, but it
was not until quite recently that this resort began to be divested
of the ill repute which it had acquired in the earlier years of
its history as a place of recreation. ‘

1t is now so far redeemed in this respect that assaults and
rowdyism are comparatively infrequent, public gambling only
occasional and robbery or larceny of rare occurrence. 'This
result is partly due to the great predominance of a more law
abiding class of visitors than formerly, partly to the employ-
ment of private policeman at some of the leading hotels, and
partly due to the presence of police officials from this city.

There is neither system, discipline nor moral results of any
kind from such service. A long beach where thousands gather by
day and by night, a large area of which is unlighted and which
is unguarded by patrolmen, affords opportunity for a great deal
of impropriety and crime, the occurrence of which will, unless
checked, give an evil character to this resort and drive from it
the class of people whose continued presence and confidence is
a guarantee of its respectable character.

This is a matter touching the interests mot only of the gen-
eral public, but of those who have large investments there. An
evil reputation is sometimes as insiduous in its growth as a
wasting disease, and equally fatal. The remedy is a uniformed
and sufficient police service for the entire Island during the
summer season,s both by day and by night, adapted to its
changing exigencies, assigned to duty where people gather in
largest numbers, or where, in the judgment of an intelligent
executive, they may be most required in the preservation of
order and good morals. :

Of co-equal importance with this, if not of greater interest, is
early attention to the sanitary requirements of the Island, a
code of regulations and a rigid enforcement of them. Hundreds,
perhaps thousands go to Coney Island primarily and almost
entirely for their health, mere recreation being a secondary
consideration. )
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’ N THE LULLWATER, BREEZE HILIL CONCOURSE AND PART OF THE CONCERT GROVE, LOOKING EAST FROM LOOKOUT HILL 4
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If the good effect of the sea breezes and pure air is sought
for, the results should correspond with these expectations, and
visitors should in some satisfactory degree realize the benefits
}vlllieh they may reasonably hope for, by timely visits to the

sland. :

To disturb the mind of the public with doubts upon this
subject, and to give rise to possible apprehensions which
practically may largely be imaginary, will nevertheless plainly
operate to a large extent to the disadvantage of those who look
to the visitors for the patronage upon which their support de-
pends. Viewed from a higher stand point, this is the least
important consideration, but it plainly indicates the direction
in which owners and lessees of hotels may best subserve their
own by uniting the interests of the people by guarding against
any annoyances or danger which may be avoided by the timely
use of such means as will probably dispose of the sewage, &c.,
and render apprehension and complaint unnecessary if not im-
possible. To disregard this plain dictate of business foresight,
will be to turn every visitor into a detractor and the reputation
of the Island, if this neglect should become flagrant, would
suffer very severely in consequence.

The Commissioners having been led to consider this problem,
do not regard it as one necessarily difficult of solution, nor as
involving large pecuniary outlay, and they have already consid-
ered the propriety of securing such aid from the county authori-
ties as would enable them to initiate on a part of the Island
most favorable for such purposes, a scheme which, if it proves
practicable, the results may be further enlarged upon and per-
fected by the co-operation of those most distinetly interested.

So much may be said in regard to the four leading wants of
the Island; but something may be added 6f a general nature
which seems pertinent to the subject. It may be said of the
existing policy at the Island, or the want of it, that it is of a
character too restrictive for people of moderate means. To a
large majority of Island visitors who are neither very poor nor
very rich, there is the alternative of paying more dearly for the
gratification of their appetites and tastes than they can afford
to, or of patronizing places which, however respectable, possess
distasteful associations and belongings that, if accepted, it is
with a mental protest and a sense of dissatisfaction.

All that affords pleasure to the masses at Coney Island,
whether it be sustenance or amusement, should be equally acces-
sible and under equally favorable conditions.

A point that should not be underestimated in considering
the improvement of Coney Island, is the importance of securing

8
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at the earliest moment, the necessary legal authority to give
such shape and character to its interests, so far as they are of
public concern, as will preserve for the common benefit of all,
the best uses of this watering place, which at no distant period
may become a charming summer seaside city, with lighted
streets and hundreds of cottages, its more public places thronged
as now, by thousands of transient visitors, attracted not only
by the sea itself, but by many other facilities of enjoyment,
not the least of which will be that they are safe, healthful,
economical and thoroughly satisfying.

It would be as impossible as it 1s unnecessary perhaps to
forecast the future of Coney Tsland and its approaches.

It seems safe to believe that at no remote period a substan-
tially built drive will be completed around the margin of Graves-
end Bay, through Bay Ridge and Fort Hamilton, &e., affording a
most delightfully picturesque series of land and water views.
The scenery contiguous to Gravesend Bay, the Narrows, and the
Upper Bay comprises suburbs of the most delightful character.

The prominent seaside resorts to which the residents of New
York, Brooklyn, Jersey City and other cities in this vicinity
pay tribute, are Newport, part of the Massachussetts coast and -
Cape May. They are reached only by the sacrifice of time,
more or less inconvenience by reason of their distance, and a
considerable outlay of money. The same criticisms possess an
approximate force when made as to Fire Island, Long Branch
and some other minor resorts.

Coney Island possessing all the advantages for which other
places of the kind are sought, chief of which are a fine beach
and surf, and ample facilities for safe bathing, is even now
almost a suburb, in its nearness to the largest and most
densely populated area in this country, with capabilities of
becoming to two million of people a veritable people’s resort,
to which access by water, in itself affording an attraction highly
prized by .thousands, is most convenient, while the extensive
railroad facilities connecting with all parts of New York and
Brooklyn render little to be desired in this particular.

All of which is respecfully submitted.

J. 8. T. STRANAHAN,

President.
F. G. QuEvEDO,

Jno. Y. CuLyER, Secretary.
Chief Engineer and Superintendent.
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Statement of Receipts and Expenditures on account of the several
LParks of the City of Brooklyn during the X ear 1874.

PROSPECT PARK.

RECEIPTS.
Balance to credit, January 1, 1874. .. ............ Cheee e

Received for watersold. .......... ... ... ... $223 10

“e rents of buildings on the Park........... 7,142 00
4 royalty on Carrousel..................... 310 53
- surveys, maps, &€ ........ . .. 5,794 35
v hire of steam roller e 1,600 00
¢ grass and old material ... ... . ... ...... 640 41
‘o boat license. ........ ..ot F I 500 00
“ wagons and harness ............ .. ... ... 1,500 00
“ stone, &c., sold ... .. .. oo L L., 265 00
¢ Surveyor’s instruments.................. 7 50
K milk.. .. et 1,156 36
¢ trees and shrubs ......... ... .. .. ... 80 55
s carriage license. ........... .. ...l 46 26
Received from Franklin avenue improvement.......... 6,244 92
“ Park pound . . .........o00 el 100 85
Total .. e e e i
ExXPENDITURES.

Paid salaries engineers, &e..... ... .. e $1,882 70
* surveyors, draughtsmen and assistants .......... 5,353 26
< Jaborers, keepers, horses and carts............... © 60,687 52
‘¢ materials of construction, tools and instruments..| 36,95@ 75
< gtationery, printing, and drawing materials ...... 1,109 14
¢« office expenses, rents, and repairs ............... 2,138 30
“ trees, plants, and shrubs.......... ... ... oo 1,066 24
OANBUTANICE . oo vttt et e e 333 00
“ legal eXPenSes. ... ... ...l 678 00
*« manure and other fertilizers..................... 184 33
“ o horsefeed.. ... . i e e 357 40
‘¢ patent pavements........... ... iieiiiie. 812 63

Balance, January 1, 1875...........co i) et
Total... .. oo e e e

.1$106,786 66

25,611 83

$132,398 49

$111,854 27
90,544 92

$132,398 49




WASHINGTON PARK.

RECEIPTS.
Received from City of Brooklyn ........... ...cooii|ioieeiat. $25,000 00
. ExXPENDITURES.
Balance, January 1, 1874. ... ... . ... ... .. 0 . e $2,554 47
Paid surveyors and assistants .... . ...... $979 16
¢ drainage pipe .. e e 152 32
‘¢ materials of construction and tools...... 767 81
¢ Serimshaw and stone pavements........... .... 3,551 59
¢ laborers, mechanics, horses and carts,.......... 3,026 49
“"horsefeed............. ... ... ... 50 00
¢ treesand DOXeS ... ... ... 198 00
¢ printing and advertising................ ...... 51 00
“ - rpetaining wall ... .. ..o L. oL L 10,412 20| 19,188 57
' ’ $21,743 04
Balance, January 1, 1875.................... |.co.oeei... 3,256 96
Total. ... i e e e $25,000 00
CITY PARK.
3 RECEIPTS.
. Balance to credit, Janmary 1, 1874 .. ... _ $3,772 52
EXPENDITURES.
Expended on pavements and walks................... $5,016 75
“ “labor.. Lol Liieei 32 90
—|  $5,049 65
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ZINDEL PARK.

REcerPTS.

Received from City of Brooklyn ......................

EXPENDITURES.

Paid surveyors and assistants ........... .. .0 Lol
Paid for iron railing and lamp posts ..................
““ wages, laborers, horses and carts .............
“ stonecoping, &e ... it
0 statiomery ...l
‘¢ materials of construction, tools, &e . ...... ...
“ treesand shrubs ...... .. .o
¢ water pipe and bydrants. ........... ... ...

Balance ... ... ... ... e

$84 16} .

$4,000 00

$3,991 50
8 50

$4,000 00

MAINTENANCE ACCOUNT.

Received for the maintenance of all the City Parks for
the year 1874 .. ... .. ... . L
Received for the maintenance of Franklin avenue......

Balance. ....... b eee et s PN

Deficiency in maintenance of former years.............
Expended in maintenance of 1874....................

$26.734 86
126,708 23

$125,000 00
2,406 80
$127,406 80
26,036 29
$153 443 09

$153,443 09




Maintenance Account—LErxpenditures.

—i» -
% .
; g e % . ”
For, § % 5 5 E . E Z ! qH TOTAL.

& o Q . &5 = g & Mz

73} 74 o '~ - B o 2] z &

g E ﬁ : 5 2 8% | 25 | 2k

A B S 3 S & ~ A | = °
Roads ................ $12,816 76
Walks ............... 3445 78| $747 71%1,621 26 $30 15) ........ $139 02
Structures ............ 2,521 71 27 02 25 65 .
Plantations . .......... 18,141 56] 457 67 110 19 56 92{ $557 54 80 83
Water ............... 5,881 81
Drainags ............ 52 38
Tee ..o 4,280 53
Tools............... .. 1328 ... el 14 50
Keepers ........ ... 37,170 57 3;410 63 984 71| 1,459 59|......... 1,883 90|......... $681 57
General ... .......... 18,062 95| 966 98] 528 90| 284 23| 530 67 271 74/$3,943 80j....... $2,476 80
Musié,.........oo. ... 3,069 00

Totals .. ......... $105,456 25($5,610 01]33,270 71|$1,845 39 $1,118 21{$2,375 49($3,943 80/$681 57$2,406 80{$126,708 2?;

¥9
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PARADE GROUND.

RECELPTS.

Balance to credit, January 1, 1874 .. ...... P $1,193 18
Amount received from County Treasurer...... .. B 2,500 00
$3,693 18

ExXPENDITURES. D

Paid keepers..........cooi... FEP $185 88

‘“ mechanics, laborers, horses and carts............ 784 59

“ materials of construction and supplies........... 83 60

¢ trees and shrubs......... e e e ’ 55 25
_— 1,109 32
Balance, January 1, 1875..........o o ool $2,583 86
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Receipts and FExpenditures during the Year 1875..

PROSPECT PARK.

REcEIPTS.
Balance to credit, January 1, 1875...... ... .o oot $20,544 22
ExPENDITURES.
Paid salaries, engineers, surveyors and clerks ......... $3,523 03
¢ mechanics, laborers, keepers, horses and carts....| 17,787 84
‘¢ materials of construction, tools, &c......... ..... 14,584 12
¢ trees and shrubs ..... ...... ... il 984 20
¢« printing, stationery and drawing materials....... 403 22
—— | $37,282 41
MAINTENANCE.
REcEIPTS,
Received from City........ ... ... ... . .ccievenn. . $120,000
o rent of buildings on Park.. .......... 4,858 00
“ royalty on camera-obscura............. 7765
“ sale of cattle .... ............... 438 70
“ “ e e 350 00
o tools. ... 125 00
s royalty on Carousal .................. 516 10
Received formilk..... .. ... .. . i i 2,021 76
o o boat license. ... ... ................ 1,500 00
“ “ carriage license ......... e 500 00/
« o watersold ... ... 70 30
& o grass and old material .............. 792 88
“  fromParkpound . ..............0iiinn... 30 90
A — - 1$131,281 29
ExXPENDITURES.
Balance, January 1, 1875...................... $25,354 72
Pmd supplies, materials of construction and tools.....| $21,665 21
salaries, engineers, surveyors and draughtsman,_ 4,434 51
<« laborers, keepers, horses and carts............ . 96,535 61
“ prlntmg .............................. 683 78
<« office expenses and rentof office................. 1,985 39
““ legal eXPeNSes. ... .. ..t 690 20
““horsefeed ........iviiiiiiiiiiiiiiia e 3,527 81
CMUBIC L. iiiiaes e i 3,900 00
‘¢ stationery, drawing materials, &c. ... ...... ... 1,142 16
. ——— $134,564 67
Total $159,919 39
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WASHINGTON PARK.

RrcerpTs.
Balance to credit, Jannary 1, 1875 ... .. ... ... ‘ $3,256 96
Received from City of Brooklyn..... e 5,000 00 '
—— el $8,256 96
EXPENDITCRES,
Paid salaries engineers, surveyr)rs and assistants. .. ... $980 42
¢« materials of construction, tools, &¢............... 1,086 55
‘¢ laborers, keepers, mechanics, horses and carts. ..| - 3,372 34|
’ —_— 5,439 31
Balance .......... ... o $2,817 65
TOMPKINS PARK.
RecripTs.
Balance to credit, January 1, 1875............. | .. .. e $326 48
EXPENDITURES.
Paid salaries engineers, surveyors and assistants. ... ... $32 39
¢ materials of construction, tools, &c..... ... ... 6 20
<« labor, horses and carts............... ......c.... 14 26 '
E — 52 85
Total . e e $273 63 .

PARK BOUNDED BY GWINNETT AND MIDDLETON STREETS AND
BRCADWAY AND THROOP AVENTUE. -

RECEIPTS.
Balanee to credit, January 1, 1875 . ...... ... ool e %8 50
ExXPeNDITORES.
Paid materials of construction, tools, &e.............. $47 82
¢« laborers, horses and carts . ........... ... ... ... 2 7
. —— $50 57
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MARTYRS TOMB.

REecr1PTS.
Balance to credit, January 1, 1875.... ... ... ... ...l .. ..l $552 40
EXPiNDITURES.
Paid salaries surveyors and assistants ... ............ $68 15
¢ drainage pipe................. . oo 53 75
¢ laborers, mechanics, horses and carts ........... . 445 50
R $567 40
CUMBERLAND PARK.
I
EXPENDITURES.
Balance, January 1, 1875......... ...l $117 43
Paid Iaborers ..... . ..o ittt vt 105
_— $118 48
MAINTENANCE PARKWAYS,
Recerets.
Received from City of Brooklyn .........ceovvniive oot $5,000 00
EXPENDITURES.
Paid laborers, horsesand carts. .............ccoovuunnn. $8,397 69
¢« salaries, engineers and superintendence ,........ 69 61
———— $8,467 30




Maintenance— Expenditures for the XYear 1875.

7
3 -« Z
For s E 5 = i &
@ 154 g I~ - & 1]
8 < F & 2 2 %
A B o & 3 2] &
Roads......ccvvuveniiivanns, $8,960 37 | ... | oo ciieo | eeeeeiiee | e | i, $7,049 72
Walks oo oot ivii ittt 3,074 33 $452 83 $339 07 $17 81 $464 00 $218 21 127 40
Structures....... scoevveivovnn. 12,173 85 | ......... 88 25 33 00
Plantations. .........cceo0uuvnn. 19,461 44 1,451 57 73 00 158 80 20 75 147 64
Water..........ooveer vl 9,756 10 b B T R T O AN 4 95
Drainage L5 T A 72 00
Tee oot 4,767 22
Stock ..o 9,899 64
Keepers 27,268 46 3,341 25 999 56 1,723 23 1 ....... 1629 31
General : 21,862 59 852 56 247 09 217 70 210 09 232 38 | . 1,285 23
MusiC . ...vvveiiernneninnienenes 3,900 00 ;
Totals........ocooviieiiatn $121,552 95 $6,119 76 $1,746 97 $2,150 61 | $766 84 $2,227 54 $8,467 30

69
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PARADE GROUND.

REcErPTS.

Balance, January 1, 18756 ............ .. ... ... $2 583 86

Amount received from County Treasurer ............. 2,500 00
e} $5,083 86

. EXPENDITURES.
.

Paid keepers and superintendenee ................... $2,022 04

‘¢ laborers, mechanics, horses and earts ...... .. .. 1,948 60

¢ supplies, materials of construction and tools .... 594 73

OOINSUTANCE L. ... . e 269 88
— 4,835 25
Balance, January 1, 1876 .. .. ... ... oo |oeeee s $248 61

Ii’eceipfts and  FExpenditures during zf/ze Year L876.

MAINTENANCE OF PARKS.

RecrrPTS. |

The total wce]pts for maintaining the Public Parks
during the year 1876, were:
Reeceived from City.. ........ ... .. ... ... ... ..... ‘aa]20 070 00
Balance, J.tnuuy 1, 1877, b32,155 80

$152,155 80
EXPENDITURES.

The total expenditures for maintaining the Pubhc
Parks during the year 1876, were:

Balance, January 1, 1876....c... oo iiiiiiiiin]iie ... $28,638 10
Pald supplies, materials of construction and tools. .- ... $23 712 30
salaries engineers, surveyors and draughtsmen. . 5,082 80
“ laborers, keepers, horses and carts............... 85,823 55
“ office expenses and rent of office . . ........... 1,614 08
“ horse feed......... et means e 3,561 08
“omusic. ... L L i e e 3,177 50
“ stationery, dmwmg materials, &e....... e 547 39 .
— $123,517 70
Total ... o e R $152,155 80




Maintenance Account for the Year 1876.

R EC EI VvV B ID: [ .
For the maintenance of all the City Parks for 1876, .. ... ..o viiirvinnnnone.n. N $120,000 00
EXPENDRED:
% a
8 : 5 A z
( 2 3 " g g 3
For . 8 z 2 z:E é g =) TOTAL.
& o 2 . & 4 @
& ) 3 ) ) 7 g E
& = Z i g 5 7 5
A = 3 S 3 & N | o
ROAAS .+ 1o vee e eeeannns, $13,432 95 \
Walke..oovvr veevenveenn. 3,000 82 | £359 38 | $210 15 | $159 28 |$294 64 | $281 89 |.. ..., $15 47
CStructures........... . oun. 16,370 81 326 50 470 99 263 70 |... . ... 151 56 | $4 12
Plantations................. 13,928 43 | 1,036 55 51 36 723 69 93 73 46733 |...... 129
WAET . cenver e .| 754 83 44 85 A
Drainage.................... 427 97 } 7
Tee i i 2,237 01 | N
Stock....o..oiiin o 1,173 59
Keepers. ......oooiiiiinnnnns 34 696 25 | 3,220 53 | 1,177 33 | 2,175 68 |........ 1,405 78
Music ...covvevviinn . 3,177 50
General .. .......... .. .. 12149 85 | 1,294 74 316 66 317 72 | 19438 301 89 7 00 ?
Totals. oo e vl $108,150 01 | $6,282 55 $2,é25 997 $3,640 07 | $582 75 | $2,608 45 | $11 12 | $16 76 ‘ $123,517 70
X i
t
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MAINTENANCE OF PARKWAYS.

ExPENDITURES. ¢

Balance, Januwary 1, 1876...... .. ... ... ... $3,467 30

Paid laborers, horses and carts . .................... 4,862 03

B 1T PP 422 00

¢ materials of construction, &e.................... 534 65

¢ engineers and superintendence........ ......... 579 70
— - ———| $9,865 68

REeceipTs.
Received from City of Brooklyn ....... ... (..o oo ot i 8,000 00
Balance ............ e e e $1,865 68
; WASHINGTON PARK.
The total Receipts and Expenditures during the year 1876, were:
REcerpTs

Balance to credit, January 1, 1876 .............. $2.817 65

Received from City of Brooklyn...................... 6,000 Q0
’ —— 1 $8,817 65

EXPENDITURES.

Paid for ivon gates ... ... .. ..o iiiiiiii il $3,150 00

o granite steps and platforms. . ................ 5,436 50
. —_— 8,586 50
Balance, January 1, 1877 ...................... $231 15
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TOMPKINS PARK.

»
EXPENDITURES.

Paid surveyors and assistants. e e $49 86

¢ trees, shrubs and plants and flag-staff............ 177 00

*“ laborers, horses and carts....................... 143 32
—_— $370 18

REcEiPTS.
Balance to credit, January 1, 1876. . .. ...........|........... 273 63
Total ..o e e e $96 55
PARADE GROUND. .
+  Ruxucerers.

Balance, January 1, 1876.. ... .................. $248 61

Amount received from County Treasurer.............. - 2,500 00
s $2,748 61

ExpPENDITURES.

Paid laborers, mechanics, horses and carts.... ........ $1,076 76

‘¢« keepers and superintendence.................... 1,761 67

¢ supplies, materials of construction and tools. .. ... 293 38
. — | 3,131 81
Balance January 1, 1877 .. .. ... ... oo iiiiiiiiii e, $383 20
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Receipts and  Ezxpenditures during the Year 1877.

MAINTENANCE OF PARKS.

RecuipTs.

The total receipts on account of maintaining the public
parks during the year 1877, were:

Received from City ... ... . ... ... ... oo
v« for deficiency of 1872 and 1875 .......... ..

Am -unt of accounts ceytified to Auditor .... ........

Received for rent of building on Prospect Park........
3 carriage license......... ..., e
6 mitksold.......oo ool
o boat license . . ... ... ... oiiin
“ royalty onCarrousel ... ........... . ..
o “ camera-obscura. ... .. .......
¢ old materialsold. .. ............. ... .....
“ water (... e e
e trees ... e
. catble ... ... il
«“  Parkpond................. e aeees
¢ revenue of 1876. . ...... ... ... ... ...
Balance, January 1, 1878. . ... ... ........ feee

EXPEXDITURES.

The total amount of expenditures on account of main-
taining the public parks during the year 18’77 were:
Palance, January 1, 1877...... ... ..., ...
Paid salaries engineers, surveyors and dmughtsmen C.
< laborers, keepers, mechanics, horses and carts.
« gupplies, materials of construction, tools, &e......
« office expenses, rent of office and insurance ......
< stationery, drawing materials and printing.
¢ patent pavement .............. ol
 horsefeed ... ... i
COMIUSIC L. e
¢ trees, shrubs and plants.............. ... o oo

Paid City Treasurer..........oiviiiiianenan,

$60,000 00
35,600 00
66,134 83;

5,427 00
500 00
500 00

1,000 00
424 48

51 27
426 37
88 10

7 00

5 00

3 00
3,271 11

$9,933 40
94,054 49
29,939 57
1,310 19
1,609 94
339 05
1,030 15
2,875 00

383 20

$173,438 16
636 40

$174,074 56

$32,155 80

$140,775 61
1,143 15

$174,074 56
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WASHINGTON PARK.

Rucrrprs.
Cash balance, January 1, 1877. . ... ... ... ..., $231 15
. Amount of accounts certified to Anditor ... ... .. .. 4,897 95
ExPENDITURES. )
Paid laborers, horses and earts. ... ... .. .......... $1,184 08
< granite steps and platforms, and freight on same. . 3.402 00

¢ galaries, engineering and superintendence
¢ patent pavement .. ... il

243 33
299 69

$5,129 10

,r——f—mﬁw $5,129 10
MAINTENANCE. OF EASTERN PARKWAY.
; RronipTs.

Amouont of accounts certified to Auditor. .. ... ... ... L $4,999 88
Balance January 1, 1878 ... ... .. i 879 43
$5,879 31
R EXPENDITURES. e

Paid laborers, horsesand earts. ........ ... ... ...... $4,704 06

‘“ engineering and superintendence...........:.... 552 23

“omupplies. ... Lo el .- 326 02

B 1 P i 297 00
— | $5,879 31

MAINTENANCE OF OCEAN PARKWAY.
RECEIPTS

Received from City ..........oo. . vt $7,G00 00

Balance, January 1, 1878, .. ... . i e 1,759 64
i —————  $8,759 64
EXPENDITURES. T

Paid laborers, horses and carts. ..........ccviniunnnn $3,298 30

< engineering and superintendence................ 663 65

“ supplies, printing, materiais of eonstruction, &e. .. 2,366 97

O REEDOTS . . e 1,530 72

‘¢ tools 900 00

$8.759 64
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SKATING SHELTER.

RrEcEIPTS,
Received from Ciby.............. ooeeveeeenenn oo DT 10,975 47
EXgENDITURES.
Paid 1aborers and mechanics......... ............... $2,786 22
¢ lumber, materials of construction, tools, &c...... 7,814 25
‘“ engineering and superintendence............... 375 00
———| $10,975 47
WILLINK ENTRANCE.
RecEIpTS.
Received from City Treasurer........................ $5,000 00
Balance, January 1, 1878 ........... e e 920 55
i £5,020 55
ExPENDITURES,
Paid laborers, horses and carts......... .............. $1,225 50
¢ supplies, materials of construction and tools. .... 1,445 19
¢ engineering and superintendence..... .......... 250 00
O Arainage PIPe. .. ...t 178 10
O PAVEIIEDt. .. i i eiean s e 2,821 76

$5,920 55
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PARADE GROUND.

Balance January 1, 1878. . ... . ... ... ... ..

REcereTs.
Amount received from County Treasurer.............0.0..c.ooon.t. $2,500 00
& XPENDITURES.
Balance January 1, 1877......... ... ..ol $383 20
Paid laborers, mechanics, horses and carts........... 1,421 71
¢ keepers and superintendence.......... ........ T 820 T4
¢ supplies and materials of construction........... 337 10
S ANSUTATICE Lot vves e e e e neee e enanrnenns 68 00 N
3,030 75
Balance January 1, 1878. . ... ..o $530 75
MAINTENANCE OF CONCOURSE AT CONEY ISLAND.
RECRIPTS.
) Amount received from County Treasurer.......... «.oficieeeeenn $2,000 00
ExXPENDITURES.
Paid keepers and superintendence.................... $781 10
< Jaborers, mechanics, horses and carts............ 1,122 95¢
¢ supplies, materials of construction and tools...... 218 18
R Y e 62 10
———l 2,184 33
e $184 33




MAINTENANCE OF PARKS.
The expense of maintaining the Public Parks for the Year 1877 was as follows :

1

g S g E ' 2 g g
For 5 Z = o, 2 & =} ToTAL.
p Z 2 , { = | &8 B
17 -l el = a -
2 = 5 3 & 2 g 5
& & o 3 | © = N o]
Roads........... e e $12,902 32 ’]
Walks. ... i 2,979 86 $462 90 | $169 42 $18 54 1 8328 28 | 4129 64 $17 80
Structures........... ... .... 25,187 46 261 31 122 53 | 5 67 ‘ ........ 78 01 '
Plantations ................. 17,577 73 | 1,239 00 213 06 | 59 8 30 41 41677 0 125 $5 25
Water ........ ... 7,530 80 i 37 87
Drainage............o.vvuus. 1,895 20
Tee ... o 3,747 60 |
Stock . ... L. 11,783 31
Keepers ...... ............. 29,760 64 | 2,992 69 | 1,178 61 | 2027 58 |........ 1,308 87
General ..................... 11,160 69 875 96 376 57 320 24 302 79 391402 ¢
Music.... .. L 2875 00 | '
Totals ... ............ .. $127 400 61 [$5,831 95 [$2,060 19 [$2,431 90 | $661 48 [$2,365 18 | $19 05 | $5 25 $140,775 61

8L
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Maintenance of Prospect, Washington, Carroll, City, City Hall
and Tomphins Parks, for the Year 1878.

Unexpended balance of 1877 ....... .......... $8 32
Amount appropriated by Common Courecil of city for
year 1878, ... i e 100,000 0
Appmpuated by Common Council for deficiency of
............................................. 3,517 70
Apploplntlon by resolution of Common Council of
December, 1877 . ... i i e 1,500 00
From Park Revenue Fund..................c.oevenn. 9,295 42
— “’\114 321 44
Ttems of expense certified to Auditor on' account of
Maintenance of the Public Parks of the city : !
For pfw -rolls of laborers, mechanics, horses and carts.| $46,808 571
KEEPeIS. . o i e e 27,528 29
, « employés, Superintendent, Secretary,
and elerks.. ... ... ... L i 7,183 25
For bills of supplies, feed, lumber, &e............... 31,482 76
¢ stationery, drawing mat-rials, printing,
and books ... ..o el 1,010 39
————| $114,013 26
Unexpended balance................ ...l oan Levns 308 18
$114,321 44

MAINTAINANCE OF EASTERN PARKWAY.

\
Amount appropriated by Common Council for the year|
1878 ... L e e $4,000 00
Unexpended balance of appropriation of 1877...... ... . 17
|| $4 OOO 17
Ttems of expense certified to Auditor for above object:
For pay-roll of laborers, keepers, &e .................. $3,37% 85
: “ employés and superintendence......... ‘ 447 50
Bills fortrees ... ... ... .. . i i 132 00
‘“  supplies and materials ... ... . . .0 48 32
—_—] $3,999 67
Unexpended balance ...................coiiii]inniinnns . 50
$4,000 17
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MAINTENANCE OF OCEAN PARKWAY.

|

Amount appropriated by Common Council of the City

for year 1878 ..., oo e $10,000 00,
Transferred by Common Couneil from Park Revenue
Fund...oo o e e 900 00
—— | $10,900 00
Ttems of expense certified to Auditor for above object :—
For pay-rolls of laborers, horses and carts......... .... $6.381 67
1*01 pay-rolls of employers and superintendence. ...... 894 806! -
WALET . o i 287 77
B 1 T 143 00,
O ROTBES L e e 350 00
O WAZODS Lt v at e e e et e 500 00
COToAd BCTAPET ...t i e 80 00
“owaterearts ... Lo e 900 00
« gupplies and materials............ ... ... ... 1,355 34
————— $10,892 64
Unexpended balance........ ... . .. oo o 7 36
Total. . oo i e JS D ‘510 900 00

Amount appropriated by the Common Council for

Washington Park, for year 1878 .. .................. £7,000 00
Unexpended balance of appropriation of 1877..... ... 2,102 05 :"99 102 0"

Items of cost cextified to Auditor for above object :

F01 pay-rolls of employés, surveys and superintendence, $429 67
e “laborers.... ... iieia e il 568 61
¢« Dills for tree boxes.i .. ..., ... el 200 00
¢ o« Dricks, cement, supplies.. . ...l 117 00
<« Bodwell Granite Company, granite..... ....... L. 5,095 90
-« John H. O'Rourke, contract. ,.................... 2,690 00

— i $9,101 18

Unexpended balance. ... .. ... ... ..ociiil eeee i 87

Total .. e e e $9,102 05
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WASHINGTON PARK FLAGGING.

Amount appropriated by Common Council for flagging
aud regulating sidewalks of Washington Park . ......

Ttems of cost certified to Auditor for above object:

For pay-rolls of laborers, horses and earts..... .......
« superintendence, inspection and surveys......,...
« gupplies, bricks and cement .. ... ... ...,

“ drain pipe .............. e
“ Peter Lynan, contract............................

$827 07
285 00
142 05

8 10

2,734 26

$4,000 00

$3,996 78
3 22

$4,00¢ 00

ERECTION OF PICNIC SHELTER ON PROSPECT PARK.

Unexpended balance of appropriation of 1877, applica-
ble to Picnie Shelter............. ... ... .0 ...
Appropriation of 1878........ ... ..l

Items of cost certified to Auditor for above object :

Forlabor.. ... ... .. ... N
“ superintendenice.. ... i
¢ K. Snedeker, contract. ... ......... ... ... ... ...
“ E. Snedeker. e
‘ opatent pavements. ... ... ... LLL oo Ll |
¢ lamber........... .. ...
COAdTain PIPE. L. e e e
“ supplies ....... ............. e
ChAar Ware. ...l

$7,024 53
2,892 01

$1,720 78
495 27
5,550 00
100 00
1,083 78
58 39
339 44
532 90
27 99

$9,916 54

$9,908 55
7 99

9,916 54
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ERECTION OF SHELTER AND REPAIRS OF FENCE OF TOMPKINS

PARK.

Amount appropriated by Common Council for year 1878.

Amounts certified to Auditor being in full of expendi-
ture for said improvement:

$3,000 00

- 53 000 00

F01 superintendence and inspection.........c..... ... $275 75
pay-roll of laborers and employecs........ AU 229 89
«« Flbert Snedeker, contr-ct for shelter........... ... 1,870 00
« Miller & W’illiamson, contract forfence............ 499 00
¢ patent pavement ......... ... ool 68 53
¢« gupplies and material ... ... ... .. Ll 55 26
— $2,008 43
Unexpended balance .._.......... ... ... ieaen e 157
Total .. e e $3,000 00
Amount appropriated by Common Council of the City
for 1878, to pay amounts expended on the erection of
Green House and Carrousel, soiling and planting nortb
side of Ocean Hill, and additional appropriations for
Skating and Picnic Shelter in Prospect Park ........0....... ...

Amount certified to Anditor for cost of Green House:

Pay-rolls of laborers and superintendence.............
Bills for supplies and materials of construction. ......

Awmount certified to Anditor for cost of Carrousel:

Amount certified to Auditor for cost of Ocean Hiil Im-
provement:

TLiaborers, horses and cartS. ... ....oovesveeinnrneaninnns

Amount certified to Auditor for additional cost of
Skating Shelter:

Pay-rolls for laborers, horses and carts................
Balance credited to account of additional appropriation
for Picnic Shelter. ... ... oo in

$2,611 00
5,696 41

2,316 95

554 00
2,892 01

20,000 00

$20,000 €O
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PARK REVENUE.

Recerers.
Amount received from reunts. . . ... s
¢ royalty on Carrousel......
¢ carriage license ... .....
‘e boat i e
“ Ariel Rink. ....... ...........
“ milk. ...
o sale of eattle. ... . ... ... ..
¢ “ sheep ..... ... ... .. .
“ ¢ old material  ..... ..
¢ s« derrick. ...l
“ “« “ castings.............
“ i ¢ tree boxes...............
“ 0 water. ... .. ...
“ “ - goldfish ... ... ... e
¢ use of steam roller........ ...
e care of runaway horses and
broken carriages.............
1878.
Feb. 2, amount paid City Treasurer.................
Mch. 8, “ e
April 11, e Y i e
May 28, f e e
July 2, “ N
¢ 18, ¢ e
Sept. 12, ¢ K e
Dec. 12, “ e
« 31, “ L e

$4,626 00
363 27
500. 00
500 00

67 31
305 65
70 00
120 67
233 14
150 00
66 30

3,854 46
q

50 00
73 30
178 50
114 50
1,367 84
6,085 73
575 30

|
|
{

i

$11,011 52

$11,011 52

.CONCERT FUND.

Amount subscribed by the several railroad companies,

and paid in the City Treasury ............ ...
Transferred by Common Council from Park Revenue
Foand. ... e

Amount certifled to Auditor for sixteen concerts given
by Devereil's Thirteenth Regiment Band, Prospect
Park. .o e e

$1,100 00
816 00

$1,916 00

$1,916 00

$1,916 00

11



KINGS COUNTY PARADE GROUND.

Amount appropriated by Supervisors of Kings County

for care and maintenance of Parade Ground.........|........... $2,500 00
Amount expended during year 1878 for above object :
Balance January 1, 1878. . ... ... ... .. ... $530 75
For wages of keepers, laborers and mowers........ 2,031 14
¢ wages, salaries and superintendence ............. 2656750
“ supplies, lumber, tools, &e. ..... ... ... .. 293 67
— ——— | $3,111 06
- Balance January 1, 1879.. ... ... ..o ool 611 06
$2,500 00
[
CONCOURSE AT CONEY ISLAND.
Amount appropriated by Board of Supervisors-of Kings|
county for care and maintainance of Coney Island
Coneourse ... ..iiiiiir i e e e e i $2,500 00
Amount expended during the year 1878 for above ;
object:
Balance, January 1, 1878............ ... .... $184 33
For laborers and keepers.,..... ........cuuueiii o... 894 41
‘¢ salaries and superintendence..................... 94 00
¢ repairs to Scrimshaw pavement (damage by storms) 2,210 17
¢ lighting withgas ........ ... ... ... ... . ... 41 78
E—— $3,424 69
Balance, January 1, 1879......... ... ... ... oo . $924 69




Maintenance of Puarks for the Year 1818.—FKzpenditures.

5 ;
|2 A 151 i
B G} b= i
For é & 5 E E ToTaL.
] 5 5 > B g
& = % g = g
& B &) S, & =
Roads.......... ........ .... .0 $11,897 38
Walks .. oo U796 23| $38702 | $M42 19 §143 | $24 42
SEFUCEATES v v vv orrers i 21144 13 337 28 93 79 Al | $134 55
Plantations ..o oo onore 14739 76 | * 3,654 86 | © 186 29 785 L 390 75
Water «ovuvn oo 78019 38 383 | oo 16'43
Drainage ..... .. e e 1,967 48
Tee ... 00000 SURRN 1422 87 ,
Stock uaer e 13,451 72
KOODOLS «reereennn ol 20759 73 | 9,765 8L | 105525 | 1,780 49 .. ....... 1,167 01
General ... 4171 80 40 77 | 222 32 212 19 | 153786 955 48
T v veeeeos e $100,370 48 | 7,679 07 | 81669 64 82,151 37 | 3194 71| $1,947 79 | $114,013 26
-

G8
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Financial Statement for the Year 1879.

MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC PARKS.

Unexpended balance of 1878 ...................
Amount appropriated by the Common Counecil of the
city, forthe year 1879 _......... .. ... . ...
Amount derived from Park Revenue...... e e

Items of Expense certified to Anditor on account of
Maintenance of Public Parks of the City :

For pay-rolls of laborers, mechanics, horses and carts. .

$308 18

75 000 00
9,211 96

$39,756 76

$84,520 14

¢ pay-rolls of keepers ...... ... ... ... il 31,148 00
« bills of supplies, feed, lumber, &e.......... 12,749 45
< Dbills of stationery, dmwmg materml% prmtmg and
boOKS .. e 858 T9
— ————| $84,513 00
Bulance unexpended January 1, 1880......... ..|........... 7 14
TOtL. - oot e $84,520 14
MAINTENANCE OF EASTERN PARKWAY.
Amount appropriated by the Common Council for the
year 1879, ... $5, OOME)
Items of expense certified to Auditor for above object:
For pay-rolls of laborers, keepers, horses and carts. $4,974 00
“ bills for supplies......... .. ... ... ... ... .. 20 00
— $4,994 00
Balance unexpended January 1, 1880............]........... 6 00

$5,000 00
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MAINTENANCE OF OCEAN PARKWAY.

Amount approprlated by Common Council for the year
1879

Ttems of expense certified to Auditor for above ob-
ject :

For pay-rolls of laborers and teams...................
 reES e e

¢ transpertatiom ... ... o L0 Lol
“hydr mbs. oo
“ supplies and materials. .. ... .. ... .. ... e

Balance unexpended January 1, 1880.. . ...... 7

$9,431 85
102 80
68 30
150 00
124 00
119 05

$10,000 00

$9,996 00
4 00

$10 000 00

BEDFORD AVENUE REPAIRS AND CLEANING.

Amount apploprntf\d by Common Council of the city
forthe year 1879....... .. ... ... .. ... oo .

Ttems of expense certified to Auditor for above ob-

$4.000 00

ject :
For pay-volls of laborers, keepers, horses and carts. . .. $475 54
¢ repairs to tar pavement. ... .. . .. ... .00 L. 3,514 36
“oprinbing. ..o e 9 00
— 1 $3,998 90
Unexpended balance, January 1, 1880... ..., .. PR PO 110
$4,000 00
SALARIES—OFFICES OF PARKS.
Amonnt appropriated by Common Council of the city
for the year 1879.. ... ... .. .. . ... e e $8,500 00
Items of expense certified to Auditor for above ob-
ject :
For pay-rolls of officers and employés................. $8,479 25
Unexpended balance, January 1, 1880... ....... 20 75

$3,500 00




88

]
MUSIC—PROSPECT PARK.
Amount appropriated by Common Council of the City for the
year 1879 . ..oviiivin... e e e _$1,500 0

Items of expense certified to Auditor for above object :

For twelve concerts given by Conterno’s Band on Prospect Park.... $1,500 00

REVENUE DERIVED FROM THE PUBLIC PARKS OF THE CITY OF
BROOKLYN AND PAID INTO THE CITY TREASURY.

e 03 4 I =3 4§ 7 O $4,069 03
L T - O e 1,010 00
“  carriage license. ... ... it ot e e 375 00
o water ... iioiial A 3,257 95
“ galeof oldmaterial ... .. ... . .. L. 85 15
“ maleofecattle. ... . L. 96 00
¢ Camera-ebscura. . ... e e e 18 65
o Carrousel L. e e e 241 04
¢ Ariel Rink................ ... .. P e iiaea 52 14
¢« care of broken wagons ............. e e e ’ 17 00

$9,211 96



Maintenance of Public Puarks— Expenditures, 1879,

l- 1 [ ] | |
! | i
FOR PROSPECT. i WASHINGTON.! CARROLL. CITY. CITY HALL. | TOMPKINS, ::CUMBERLAND. TOTATL.
i : 1
— - — S S \ —
P -
Roads.....coovveevvnnnininn... | $7 969 55 | :
Walks ....oovoih oo 42,453 34, $143 36 $37 12, ..., ... $119 04 85 00, $6 62
Structures ... ....ooooiiiii 11,942 91/ 370 75 4500 $35 00,........ 110 80 1‘
Plantations ... ............. 10,274 17 1,798 60, 94 23 22 62 10 87 312 97 125
WabEr . .uvenn v eenanannn, 5,104 851 ... . ... ) 1 50| -
Drainage ......  ..... ...... ‘ 711 30 ! ‘ ‘ /
TCB ..ot | 92,436 90 | 4 ‘
Stock ... e J 6,087 97 | i !
Keepers ............o.ooiiiin | 24,504 91! 2,577 93, 867 90, 2,119 36, . ....| 1,077 90;
General ....................... i 2,338 64 384 99, - 152 26 152 26 111 76 169 87, ‘
Totals ....coovvviinnn.. l-$73,824 54i 85,275 63 $1,157 '51}\‘ $2,329 24J $241 67| $1,676 54! &7 87 (%84:,513 00
0 ! ! f

68



Statement of Accounts certified to Au

ditor during the Year 1879.

AMOUNT.

Date.~ NaMEe WaAT For.

January AIPay-10ll ...t e e Laborers and Keepers ... .. .
A e e e

A s e e L

4|Richard Dudgeon ...... ... Repairs .........coo0) oiiii

20,Pay-roll Employés and Clerks ................ .....

February 3| ¢ Laborers and Keepers.........ovoivivnen.nns
3« S P

3« e

7IA. Ammerman Lumber....... ..o

20/ Pay-roll Employés and Clerks......................

24 Tthamar DuBois . ............ .. i e Keepers’ supplies .................. oL

24Peter B. Bracken..............coi i Supplies ...

241" e e e e e e

24 R U PPN Horseshoeing............ ... ... ... . ...,

24{Panl C. Coffin. . .....ovn i Hardware ..o ciie i

24 e e e e

24 Murtha & Boyle.. ... i iieii i Coal....... e e e

24 e e e e e

24 e e e

24| Peter B. Bracken Supplies ..o i o e

24\Prof. W. Baker........ e e e e

24| Peter B. Bracken Vegetables ,............ ...l .

24\ Dayton & Carter Supplies ...

24IB. M. Watson. ........ .o Trees. ..o i BN

25/Quinn Bros. ...l . Feed.... . o et |
March 3iWilliam Bergen........ ..ioeiiiiiiiiiiie ciiaa, Coal oo e |
3|Wm, Porte1~’sSo'r£s'ﬁlfifﬁﬁﬁIII'I'QIIIIIIZIZZIZZ'.IIZ'.'.‘LmnISé,‘&'c'.'.'.'.'.'.ﬁ'.'.Z'.'.Iﬁﬂiﬁi".'.]i'."”.‘.ﬁﬁﬁﬁ}j

LN S ¢4 R A SR

3 “ e e e e e | O |

$6 174
915
239

24
707
5,451
155
197
76

95
80
89
05
75
92
09

06



E April

13
13
18
18
19
20

14/Beers & Ressequie
14iIsaac Ammerman

00 00 ~T W= H Ha 10 0 0O 00 00 o

1

Ebenezer Waters.... ...... ... ... .. oo

A - Knee L e e

E R.Shipman. ...t
Pay-roll.. . o e e

Jo Y. Calyer. . ovn o e

C. W, Keenan....oo ittt inannnnns

Seranton &Co....o. i i il e

A. V. Benoit..o.. ool e e

Edw. L. Tripler. ... ..o oo i o
Prospeet Park and Coney Island Railioad Company ...
Bodwell Granite Company...........................
Pay-roll.. ... ...

H. R. Worthington.................................
Wm. Porter'sSons... ....... ... ... i

John Y. Culyer....................... T

William Bergen...................... el

113

113

Henty Werner.................c.....

14/A. W. Shadbolt & Son. ...

16
17

|

Seranton & Co.. vt i e

o

6

Incidental expenses....... B

Paints, &e
Y

Horseshoeing . .............. ... ...

Soap.....

Drawing materials............. ... ... S
Rubber coat................. ............

Tickets. ..
GGranite ..

Employés and Clevks. .. IO
Laborers and Keepers .. ............. ....
(13

Chair . ...

<

Castings, &e........ .. o L
Lamp supplies ........ ... ... oL
Incidental expenses................. .. ....

Coal .....

¢

!

|

\

i

|
|

I3

Lumber. .
“

T3

iSoap.....

Hardware

Repairs to wagons ......... .. ..........

16



- Statement of Accounts certified to Awditor— Continued.

Dars. NawME, | Waar Foz. AMOUNT.
|

April 17/Union Steam Printing Establishment... ............ Printing .... ..o $25 00
1 “ i Memorandum books .......... .. .ol 6 00

17: “ Printing ....... .. .o i e 37 00

17 William Porter’s Sons Lamps, &C ..o e 13 75

17 ¢ . N 125

19 Hawkes & Harley. ... i Plambing ... .......o0 coiiiiiiii 90 14

19 R-chard Marxtin. . ... e Hose ..... .o 77 50

19 e e e Supplies ..o e 32 60

21 Pay-roll.. ... e {Employés and Clerks ................ 693 00
22(Buckley & Merritt. ... il THOSE. oo . 20 00

22 e e e SBupplies ... . .0 L 2 50

May 3Murtha & Boyle............. ... 0L L e 42 50
JPay-roll. ... Laborers and Keepers....... .............. 6,249 94

3 S S SN 170 92

Bl e e 460 75

] e s e e 10 75

5:Paul C. Coffin. ... . L Hardware ..... ..........0 . . ... 77 50

b P e e 18 06

&John Y. Culyer. ........ ... ie it e lOffice eXPenses. ......ovvvrvivene oo 39 05
15)Whitlock, Slover & Co... ... ... ... .ot ISUPPlies . ove ciih e 58 72
19{Peter B. Bracken .......... ... .. ... ... .ol Horseshoeing ,..... ... ... .. o oL 24 25

19 e e Supplies . ..o e 15 70

19 L O Horseshoeing .. .. ....... ... ....... ... 35 00
APay-roll ... ... e .iEmployés and Clerks ..................... 693 00
26{Draddy Bros ... ... .. e Granite ....... ... i e 200 00

28 Brooklyn Lime Kiln ... ..., Lime ............ e e e 2 00

June 2|L. Conterno .................... e Music.... . N e 140 00
2Pay-1oll. o e e e Laborers and Keepers...................... 7,836 43

2 ¢ PN e e 200 15
2 e 671 47



’July

Al N
4C. W. Keenan. ... oo .o i
4:" ‘u

BTORN Y. CUlyer ......ocouiiiiis i
7:Salamander Grate Bar Company.....................

1 ¢

B‘Vanderbilt Bros. ... ... o i
10iL. Conterno ... . . o.vi i e
11|Isaac Ammerman..............
12|Thomas McCann. ...
13 Henry Werner ... ... ... couiiiiiiiiininnnnn.
13 G
13 ¢ e e
16|L. Conterno . . ... ..o i i e e
2L Pay-roll ... ...
S01L, Conterno. . ... i e e
30 e e e
30/ John White. .. ... . .. .o i i
W.H. Ripley ... oo i 0
Wm. B.Dajton &Son............ i
3lPay-roll .............. e e e
3 1

L2 Co

73

3

3

5

5

5

5

153
7/Union Steam Printing Establishment.................
7 “ P
Tdohn Y. Culyer .......... i
TIL. Conterno ... ... i e e
7 .

8
8
8
8

6z

Be:rs & Ressequie
Alanson Carer. ............ ........... e

A, V.Bomolt. .. ... T
iCharles B, Teal & CO . ...t voviivrennnn.. e

] “c

Incidental expenses ...............c.c.....
Grate bars ... .
«

]Lumb <3

<

<

MUsic .. .ovun e e e
Employés and Olerks .................... ..
Music ............

3

Shrubs and plants.......... ...l
Horses........ ...t

Supplies ...... ... iiiiien e e L
Laborers and Keepers......................

Supplies ... .. e
Drawing materials. ........... ... e
iKeepers' supplies..........................

g6



Statement of Accounts

certified to Auditor— Continued.

5

Dazr. Name Wasr For AMOUNT.
July 8lJosiah Partridge & Co. . .ichairs ... e L s33 00
T e 67 50
g Whiflock, Slover & Co. ... ......c.oveii L. Supplies ... ... 18 83
L PRI 57 45
8 e Ensigns, 173 30
. 8 e Supplies 47 11
8 PN e 21 10
8 e « 3 60
Bl o 71 91
8 e e “ 165
8L e e e 3 06
81J. H. Brainerd..................o0 i Keepers’ supplies 24 00
8 e e o 21 00
g Vanderbilt Bros...... ... 1A gricultural implements.... .. ......... 110 25
S | K 486 25
g galch,&Plrice &Co..ovoiiiiii oL, e e e ‘ Keepers’ supplies........ P e 73 50
eers & Ressequie. ... . . i ‘LUHlel ................................... 74 45
- 8{Balch, Price & Co..... e ‘Keepers supplies. ... ... ... ool 37 50
9 Murtha & Boyle ..... ... ..ol oo Coal ... .. .. ool 60 35
}8 grospect Park and Coney Island Railroad Company e 1‘wTieketq .................................. 65 00
B. Bracken. . ....... .. . i e iHorseshoeing....... .... e 28 00
10 e Supphes ................................ 67 14
1010, W, Keenan ............................. 142 36
O S 287 84
12| Paul C. Coffin . ‘Chlckens ............................... - 26 50
12| ¢ Hardware .... . ... ... ... .ol 126 85
12 ¢ e e e 116 88
12| ¥ceranton & Co Soap....... .. e 72
12W0. Y. Culyer. .. ..o i Inecidental expenses ....:.... . ..o 45 75
14 Watson & Pittenger ...... ... ... .coiiii e ‘Lumber ................................. 129 93

6



16:Quinn Bros .. ... v i e e 10abs .o e
I6L. CONEEITIO ..t v\ viteieriren e e e IMusic. . .oo s e
16|Hawkes & Harley R Plumbing . ...... .....ooiiiiion e
I6King & Murray. . ..ot iii i e Trees ... . ... Lol oo
16 e e e e e
16:Union Chemical Works Felt.. ... i
18/Wm, Porter's Soms ..ooovirvviiviin cieiiinan Lamp supplies...............0 ... ..
181 Janes & Kirtland. ... ... ..o i iiiiiiiiiien.. AVABES L s
18|Ludlow Valve Manufacturing Company.. ......... ..[Valves ............ ... ... ...,
19Henry Werner ....... e e Mouldings, &C..........cooiiiii s
221Pay-roll ... .. e e e Employés and Clerks .....................
23A. H Hews & Co. v veinii it Flowerpots ...... ...... ..ol
2310, COneINO ...t e e e Music... «.oiiiiii
23/R. M. Whiting & Co............ TP Stationery.......c.ooviiiii i
D O L Y3 1V: W Supplies ..o ii. .. e e
29|L. Branders & S0D ... ... i s Lead PIPe..ov.vr i ci i e
August 2. Josigh Partridge & Co ... ... ..o it Settees, EC... ..o e
2|Pay-roll .. ....0cvnnininn P Laborers and Keepers......................
2 e e e e e G e
e e e e e e
2 i e e e
4| Buckley & Merritt ...........0 ... oo ol Hose.... ...v o0 vl e
Sdohn Y. Culyer ... .Incidental expenses............ ..ol
6 Whitlock, Slover & Co.v.viiirn e CATIVAS . ottt it ereeane vanennnrnnsancason .
6 e e Marling.......ooovitiie i i
6 e e e e CottOm TOPe. . ovv ittt
6L, Conterno.....oovve el e Music. ... coveri i e
t e e e e e
(|Harrison & Brother ....... ... ... cvieiiiiiinneann.. Beef, &c¢ .......... ... .. e e
1HE, Do Potter ...t i v Harness ... ..ot iviirnneirenenrennnn. .
18|L. Conterno....... I MUSIC . vi i e e e
18 e e e SN
2LPay-10ll ... e e S Employés and Clerks
29 Healey Iron Works.. . ... iiiiiniivee een . Tree boxes ..........
September 2\Pay-roll ............. ettt heerraee e Laborers and Keepers
o - RS TRPPRRSI “
21« L. e e e e ¢

105
140
130
77
25
12
2
221
119
111

00
00
48
80
00
00
]
00



Statement of Accounts certified to Auditor— Continued.

Dare. NauME Weaar For. Amounr,
September 8 John Y Culyer ..............c.oo it iaaL. Incidental expenses.................. ... $ 41 55
9Isaac AMMeETrmMan ............. ciiaiiiiieiaaa.. Luamber...........oooo0l0 0 oL L 86 05
12!Henry Werner... ....co.oivivinnn oo vt i, Posts ... .. i 36 50
12 S D Lumber ... o 31 80
17| Prospect Park and Coney Island Railroad Company...[Tickebs .. ... ... .o irv it vnanarnnns. 85 00-
18/ Boston Machine Company...................ovuu... Hydrants,........ ... ... oo 99 (0
13 -« E O e e 25 00
22/Quinn Brotheis. ........ ... . oo i Oats........ e 110 €0
22|Felix Campbel.... ... . .. i, Pipe.. ... 105
22 e e e e e s e 53
22 e e Washerkeys....................... e e 1 50
292 DI Plie oo 20 07
22 T N N 15 17
22|Pay-roll Cee e eireiiiaieaien viceeee ... Employés and Clerks L. oLl 693 00
24Johr H. O'Rourke.............. . ... ..o . ..., |Repairs to buitding........................ 420 00
26 Hosford & Sons.. ... it e e 'Starionery............. e 17 57
26 e e e e 9 03
26 e i e e 59 70
26 e e e 117 10
26 e o e P 66 53
26 e e e 38 45
26 e e o e 149 14
26/David W. Wilson & Bro.... .... . ... ... ....... Brooms, &e........ 8 25
26 o ) e e {Pails and dippers.... ....... ... ... o 33 75
26Josiah Partridge & Co... ... ... ... ... L Sools, & ... 20 80
26|A. D. Matthews & Sons.....,......... e o Towels, &eo.oo oo 25 35
26! e Thread, &e............. ... ... .... 21 75
October TWm. Bergen..... .. ... .. ... i, Coal L. . 137 ¢

1 e et L e 15 ¢0
1i e e L e 128 75

96
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15
15
17
17
17
I7
17
18

20 Pay-roll

2(!
20
23
25
27
27
27
27
27
28

Pay-roll.. ... ...

I3

173

Watson & Pittinger
Peter B. Bracken

J. Turnbull
John Y. Cnlyer
John E. Curtin. ...
Patent Water and Gas Pipe Company

I3

<. 6

John A. Scollay
J. H. Brainerd

Brooklyn Gaslight Company
L. Brandeis & Son
Home Insurance Company
Themas McCarn
Wm. Porter’s Sons

‘e

I

|

%

cc

Horseshoeing

S pplies

Horseshoeing

Supplies
<

Horseshoeing

Horses. ... i iiinnn e

Leather
€&

Hats. ... o
Incidental expenses
Trees
Hemp cord
Pipe
Labor, &c
Repairs, &c
Gloves
Employés and Clerks
Gas

1o paveniéh.t .............................
Lamp shades
Lamp wicks

3




Statement of Accounts certified to Awuditor— Concluded.

Dare. Name Waar For. AMOUNT.
October 28 Vanderbilt Bros.. ....... ... iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinns Agricultural implements.................... $55 70
’ 28 e e SN 116 00

29:The North American Iron Works......... .. ....... Repairing fountain ..... ..... ............ 45 00

November 1|Beers & Ressequie............. ..o, Luamber.. ... ... ..o 93 99
1 S O e e 93 87

3|Jas. T. Cochrane ....... ... .. ... iiiiiivnn.vnns Horse salve.................... .o.ocoeno.. 3 00

BlPay-roll ... . . e Laborers and Keepers. ..................... 4,599 18
A N 1,139 47

Bl e e E P 1,301 20

L5 L G e 48 60

5/Herbert Reynolds.............. .. ... ... ... ... T EOeS ot e e 24 00

7 Felix Campbell........... .... N Pipe ... . 6 05

7 i e e e 427

7 e e e e e 10 75

12| William Evans,..... S Printing ...... ... 9 00

121Jobn Y. Culyer — ....... ... .o Incideuntal expenses.... ..........c..oo.... 51 98

17/Union Steam Printing Establishment...,............ Printing .............. ool 69 75
20|Buckley & Merritt .................. ... JHose ..o e 29 00

2000 G, Wilkins. . .o.o e Ol R 37 50

220Pay-r W . Employés and Clerks . ..................... 74250

29 John H. O'Rourke ... ... it ns Painting .......... .. ool 325 00

December 2(Pay-roll .... .. .. ... .. Laborers and Keepers............... ...... 3,965 20
] E 398 24

] e e 1,239 01
O B L e 100 05

4A. V. Benoit ..o e Surveyors’ instruments . ..... . ........... 14 25

4 Hosford & Sons ....... .. ..o e Stationery ....... ... ... ool 35 76

. 4 i e e P 5 00
. 4P. Q. Coffin . ... ool [Hardware ............ovn i 137 93
4/Phelps, Dodge & Co ........ ... ... il Tin o e 6 00

86



’ . *
4/Edward R. Shipman........ e Feed, &c.......... N
4 PP i e e
4 G | i e e o
4P, C.Coftin.. ..o \H‘ndwale .................................
4 L L
4A V. Benoit....................... e Drawing matenalq .........................
4iJohn H. O'Rourke .... ..., .. viinn. ... Labor and materials .. ... e
SIM. Benmett .. ..o . e Hogshead ............ L e
S51C. W.Keenan ..., ...t raints, & ... .. o ii
S M. HOopPer . ..ot e e Use of Gamp chairs........................
S5|Harris & Stillwell . ......oooin o oo Carriage service,....... R
5ID. €. Thomson ... v viiiiii e ne oo e Plants, &6 ... ...
6 Whitlock, Slover & Co......covviienn i i inee, CanVAS. . vt it e
6 e e e e e e e
Sidohn Y. Calyer... ... ... i il o e e Incidental expenses............ ...... .. ...
8|8 P. Baright ....... ... .. e Paint . ... .. o o0 o
10/ James Armstrorg ... ... ool Plambing........ ... ... ... .
1lSeranton & Co .. .. Lo e 1S 1o 1
11|Hen1y R. Worthington . ............... ... ... ... Repairs to machinery..... .. ... e
11 e e crrrean e ‘Cotton waste ... 0oL, et e
16]Geo. H. Smith & Co ........ ... .. iiv s, Disinfectants. ......... ... ... il
101Quinn Bros ... . .. e e Oats i e e
19D 8. Neefus. .o i it vvien e cns e Horseshoeing ...................coion. :
19|Barrett Nephews & Co........ oo it Dyeing ...... P i
19|Beers & Ressequie. ............ ... .. .. ... Lamber. ...
19 e e e e
19 Murtha & Boyle. .. ............ ... e e Coal ... i
19/A, Knee. ... ... ..o o0 oo e Harness, &e. .. ... oo ool
19/A. 'W. Shadbolt &Son .... ........ .. ... ... ... Wagon supplies....................... ...
19]Quinm Bros. ... vier i Oats.... ... ool Ll i
26{Buckley & Merritt . oo oo Rubber hose ................ e
990 M, KBRAD .. .utiuireel e “oogoods L.l L e
29|Peter B. Bracken.... ...........ii iiiiiiiiiian s Horseshoeing ................... ......... {
29|Seranton & €O . ..vtit i BOAD .+ vt et e e |
29| Peter B. Bracken ................................ Horseshoeing ....... ... ... ... iut
29 ............................... e e
‘Beels & Ressequle .......................................

Lumber. ... ..o viiin i,

66
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The following tabular statement contains various statistics per-
taining to the parks and other works under the control of the
Park Commissioners, or refer to works brought to completion
under their direction :

Area of Progpect Park proper, exclusive of the east side lands ... 5058 acres.

Area of Parade Ground . ....... .. it i 39;‘%‘%
Area of the east side lands, exclusive of reservoir and grounds... 130 “
Area of reservoir and grounds. . ... ool il 138 “
Avea of meadows finished ................0 Lol 2475 “
Area of woodlands. .. ... . it e et 61.7% €
Area of water surface. .. ............ ... o0 caeees 61.3; s
Area of concourses, drives, bridle roadsand walks............. .. 75.% “
Area of surfaces unfinished....... ... .. ... ... .. i 66505 <
Length of dvives finished . ................. e e 5155 miles.
Length of bridle roads finished........ ... ............o...- 30 ¢
Length of walks finished . .................. ... 108: <
Length of drainage pipe laid. .. ......... . .......0 ..o . 1848 ¢
Length of tile pipe laid. ........ ..ol L
Length of water pipelaid ... ... ... ... ... oo T8 ¢
Masonry builb.........cooeiiiiiiiiin ool 22,894 cubic yards.
Bituminous conerete laid....... ... ... 040,738 square feet.
Material moved . .................. et 3,281,082 cubic yards.
Washington Park—area.................. e 30% . acres.
) Length of walks..........oooooiviiiiion 1 82 miles.
City Park—area. . .....oo vt i e % ¢
Length of walks........ooiiii it ‘oo
Carroll Park—area . ........coivuiierienniee ionuinnnenninns N
Tength of walks...........ooo il ciieen ise
Tompkinsg Park—area. ... ........ ... ........ AU s
Lengthof walks.......... ... ... oL 1 e
City Hall Park—area.........o . oriiiiinine i vy 186
Zindel Park—area ........viiiniiiiraeie i it iaaaea v

STATEMENT showing amounts of material on wariows works er-
terior to the Parks, by the Brooklyn Park Comunissioners.

NaME or DESIGNATION OoF WORK. CuBic YARDS.
Fast-side lands .. ... . et i et e e 226,134
Eastern Parkway. . ... ... ittt it 786,897
Washington aventie. ... ... ..ciiiiiaii i i onnns 73,150
Underhill avenue.......... ... cviemnanennnnn. e e e 50,000
Park place....... ........ e e . 9,600
Butler street. . ... oot i e e e AU 23,000
Douglass streeb. ...... ... . . i i 217,184
Degraw street ... o i e 91,920
OCEAN AVENMO . ottt ieeeet e iiete e ran ot cna e e aanannis 35,350
Franklint aVemte. . . ... vivier orreeer coerneanonesiinaevannennn 11,675
Coney Island avenue.................. ..., e e e . 3,250
Fifteenth street. ... .. ... . it it iaieaniaa 13,510
Ocean Parkway ... ... ...t iiiiiis i e 971,200
Concourse, Coney Island 66,200

.




Description of Parkways, Avenues, Streets and Roads, graded, paved and otherwise improved by the

DBrooklyn Park Commissioners.

NaME OR DESIGNATION.

LoCATION,

|

CHABACTER OF IMPROVEMENT.

i

WipTH |

Ny Frer.

LENGeTH
N FrET.

REMARES,

Eastern Parkway

Eastern Parkway

Washington avenue. ..

Washington avenue. ..

Underhill avenue

Park piace

Butler street..... ....
Douglass street
Degraw street. ..
QOcean avenue ..

Franklin avenue

Coney Island avenue. ..
Fifteenth street.
QOcean Parkway

Conecourse ,........ ..
Water-pipe laid on
Qcean Parkway and
Coney Island Con-
course

|
r\Through east-side lands.

]From Washington avenue
| toCityline...........
From Atlantic avenue to
Cityline..............
From City line to East
New York avenue, in
the town of Flatbush..
Warren street to Eastern
Parkway ...... .......
Vanderbilt to Washington
AVENUE . ...,
|Vanderbilt to Washington
avenue
New York av. to City line
New York av. to City line
Franklin avenue to Flat-
bush avenue  ......
Flatbush avenue to Coney
Tsland avenue ........
Franklin av. to City line
City line to Sixteenth st. .
From Prospect Park to
Coney Island.........
Coney Island

From Prospect Park to
Coney Island

iMacadam stone, Belgian
block and cobble

Macadam stone, Belgian
block and cobble

Cobble-stones ..... .... L

Cobble-stones

Cobble-stones

Cobble-stones

Cobble-stones . ..... ......
Belgian pavement
Cobble

Gravel roadway . ...........
Gravel Roadway
Gravel roadway
Gravel roadway

Gravel roadway... ........
Bituminous concrete

6-inch and 4-inch cast-iron
) pipe

150

210
80

100

100
100
100

210
100

1,840

11,3118

5,052 4%

31,493

These works were accom-
plished at different peri-
ods of time—from 1866
to 1879,

(=3

T01L
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Statistics of Keeper Force.

Captain. ... ..o 1
Sergeants. .. ... e e 3
Keeper—average number from 1874 to 1879, inclusive.... 43
Appointed—from 1874 to 1879, inclusive. ... ... .. .. ... 18
Resignations—from 1874 to 1879, inclusive..... ........ 5
Discharges for discipline—from 1374 to 1879, inclusive... 11

Suspensions for discipline—from 1874 to 1879, inclusive.. 89

1874—Daily average, 42. Per centage, 95.
13 .ok

1875-— « 37. . 863,
1876 « . o 38. “ 923,
1377— < « 3. . . 86,
. 1878— w 32. « 76,
1879— « « 31. “ 7L
Arrests. »
For fast driving, disorderly conduct, intertering with officers,
&e.—~—from 1874 to 1879, inclusive. .. .. ... .......... 421
Ejected from the Parks for minor transgressions of the ordi-
nances—irom 1874 to 1879, inclusive. .. ...... .. .. e 37
Sheltered for the night—from 1874 to 1879, inclusive. . ... 143
Lost children—-cared for and returned to their parents, from
1874 to 1879, inclusive. ... ....... . ... . . ... 86
Accidents—ecarriages, sleighs, &e., from 1874 to 1879, in-
clusive. . ... .. L 551
Drowning-—rom 1874 to 1879, inclusive. ....... ....... 2

Suicides—irom 1874 to 1879, inclusive................. .9
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Leturn of Visitors for 1874.

: Esqums-| PEDEs- | X
MonTH- CARRIAGES. rrIANSs. | TRIANS. SrercHSs.! ToTAL.
January ............ ..., 236,271 3,147 87,179 83,217 409,814
February. ... ............. 124,392 3,343 - 89,946 121,581 339,262
March .................... 238,203 3,375 69,470|........ 311.048
April oo 296,640 3 897 68,796, ..... 369,333
May ..oooiiiin i 364,182 4,827 177,428|........ 546,437
JO0E ..o 304,236 4,039 165,101)........ 473,376
July. ... oL 368,394 3,390 183,080]........ 554,864
Aungust............ ...... 369,681 4,086 199,520(. ..., ... 573,287
September........ ....... 331,2()&: 4,225 162941, ... ... . 498,366
October ................... 395,463, 4,923 143 993 ..., 544,379
November....... .......... 325,971 4,666 81,747 . ... .... 412,384
December ................. 171,693; 2,584 29,004 34,494 237,775
Totals ................ 3, 526,3261 46,502 1,458,205 239,292| 5,270,325
Leeturn of Visitors for 1875.
e I}
MonNTHS. Eques- | PEDEs- | )
CARRIAGES, CRIANS. | THIANS. Svrieus.| Torar.
January. . ... M 64,167-1 1,071 134,293 227,748 427,279
February.... .. ... .... 62,556 738 81,936 | 32,157 177,387
March ........ ...... 94,092 1436 25,051 | 65,211 185,790
April -~ ... 213,906- 1 3,159 44,691 | ..... 261,756
May. ... ;369,114 5,496 171,236 | ...... 545,846
JUNe . ..o e 423,207 5,625 ‘ 226,352 e 655,184
dJuly ...l L.l 427,416 4,145 ¢ 251,083 | ...... 682,644
August................ .. 398.016 3,878 221,432 | ..... 623,326
September........... 406,251 3,949 168 495 578,695
October.................... 393,474 4,805 162,646 | ..., 560,925
Noverber................. 258,243 3,255 61,143 | ,..... 322,641
December................. 198,843 2 463 31,614 ¢ ... ... 232,920
Totals........... .... 3,300,285 | 40,020 | 1,579,972 |325,116 | 5,254,393
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Lleturn of Visitors for 1876.

. Eques-| PepEs-
MoNTHS. CARRIAGES. CRUANS. | TRIAXS. Streicus.| TorarL.

January ........... . 227,418 | 2,436 40,869 - 270.723
February. .. . 155,106 1,853 33,529 | 53,598 244,086
Mareh...... .. .. 120,870 1,944 19,034 486 142,334
April. ... L .. 197,868 | 3,193 40273 | ...... 241.334
May . 308,814 | 5,246 136,553 | ...... 450,613
June - 312,576 | 4,693 130,341 447,610
duly . oo . 306,555 1 2,348 137,323 | ...... 446,226
August. ... ..l 2985631 2,690 147,544 448,797
September Lol 228,270 2,159 86,398 316 827
October e 294,093 | 3,216 99,656 e 396,965
November.... ....... ool 200,682 | 2,526 37,078 | ..., 240,286
December . .. 102,207 | 1,330 84,549 | 123,756 311,842

Totals........... ..... 2,753,022 | 33,634 993,147 | 177,840 | 3,957,643

Leeturn of Visitors for 18717.
Equrs- | Prprs- e |
MoONTHS. CARRIAGES. CRIANS. TRIANS. SzeicHs.| [Torar.

January ......... e 41,519 343 76,020, 179,(85 296,967
February 133,185 1,084 48,902, .. ... 183171
March ...... 159,348 1,404 27,277 108 188,137
April ...... 212,307 2,414 67,924|. ..., .. 282,645
May 336,028 3,601 158,931 ... .... 498,560
June ............... ..... 390,039 2,969 188,139, ....... 581,145
July ... veen 325,589 2,176 230,208/ ...... 857,973
Auvgust........... 297,009 1,743 163,934 ... ... 462 686
September .. .. 318,581| 2,394 ! 461,719
October .. ............. 272,247 2,546 361,752
November .... ........ 187,803 2,076 226,621
December . .... 194,230 2,508 231,542

Totals .............. 2,867,885 25,268| 1,260,582 179,193 4,332,918

| .
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Leturn of Visitors

MonTas. ... | EQuEs-i Prpus- |
CARRIAGES. TRIANS. | TRIANS. Sreicus.| ToTan
JANUATY . oovr v e e 164,625 1,818 33,890 12 200,345
s February. .. .. .. e 104,100 1,238 © 22,342 | 24,11¢ 151,790
March . ... ... 178,572 2,492 | 43,137 224,201
Apriloooooo ool oo 234,120 3,049 77,0680 | (... .. 314,229
May. ... e 282 924 3,199 111,499 | ...... 397,622
June. ... oo e 276,678 3271 149,033 428,982
July ..o ool 331,182 2,917 228,116 - ...... 562,215
Augast ... L. 202,458 3,055 131,496 | ...... 427,009
September . ..., . oL . 281,700 2,864 123,739 | ..... 408,303
October. ... ... ........... 291,210 3,587 96,809 | ...... 391,606
November ........ . I 921,588 3,342 45,703 | ...... 270,633
December ... . ............ 128,067 1,271 66,694 | ...... 196,932
Totalse. ...\ oov ... 2,787,224 | 33,003 | 1,129,518 | 24,193 | 3,973,867
Lieturn of Visitors for 1879.
A ‘ = - =z ‘ ' ‘ T T T T e e T T
MoxTHS ‘»(‘ RRIAGES Eques- | Prous- Sreicms.] ToTaL
S : JARRLA ‘| TRIsNS. | TRIANS. : :
JANUATY .. 55,070 769 112,720 | 37,822 206,381
February .. ... ... : 62,598 | 968 68,142 ! 14,623 146,331
March...... ... .ocovuon. 178.635 2,358 | 50,805 ...... 231,798
April. ..o oo 241,647 | 2,849 62,313 . 306,809
May.....oooveiiiiiiann P 327,180 | 5,349 156,945 | ...... 489,474
June ... ... .. L. 314,016 | 4,279 149,999 | ...... 468,794
July. ..., AU 396,327 1 4,068 226,763 1 ...... 627,158
August. ... .. ..o Lo 974,422 1 2,925 . 156688 ... ... 434,035
~eptember ... L Ll 262,071+ 3,693 97,153 | ...... 362,917
October . . ...... ... ...... | 274,167 ¢ 4,046 91,969 | ... .. 370,182
November... ............... ©998,886 3,295 58,609 | ... ... 288,690
December ................. 129,293 © 1,893 23 966 2,550 157,702
Totals......... .. .... 2,744,812 36492 | 1,233,972 | 54995 4,090,271
! } l
Pienics—From 1874 to 1879, inclusive. ... ... e 1,854
Base ball games—From 1874 to 1879, inclusive ........ 9,776
Polo— a9 . e 18
Parades—Divisions, Brigades, Regiments, &c., from 1874
to 1879, inclusive. . . ... o e R 48
Concerts—Irom 1874 to 1879, inclusive . ... ..... ... .. 103
Skating—Irom 1874 to 1879, inclusive.... .......... 206+

Impounded animals—From 1874 to 1879, inclusive ..... 81
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StaTEMENT  showing the Donations of Animals, Fowls, de.,
Srom the several named parties during the years noted.

NUMBER AND
DrscrIPTION.

1874.

1875.

1876.
1877.

1878.

1879.

deer ...........

deer .
Angora rabbits. ..
brook trout
a t:uope
bull alf

e B BD e b RO

Muscovy duck...
Calcutta lamb . . ..
peafowls ... ....
deer.............
alligator
{oxes
deer

DS e 1D

monkey. .........
Angora rabbits. . .
deer

alligators
peacock
fox squirrel

bd = DD [l

quail
deer
Muscovy duck...
deer

. i C. B. Murphy

NamEe or Doxor.

A. Forman
L. C. Benedict
Capt. Waefllear
Myr. Tunnison
Heury Hentz
D A.deLuvia.......
Dr. Minton
Myr. Smith.. .. .......
C. H. Bridges.. ..

C. P. Smith

Miss J. 8. Kane
J. W. Munson
Dr. J. Smith
W H. Wiggans, . ....
Dr. Hutchinson
F. Shepley
Miss 15. 8. Wood

E. Hatch .... .......
Miss Meade. .........
Gilbert Potter .. .....
Mr. Bergen.... ...

Miss A. A, Archer. ...
J. A. Prentice ......
H. E. Pitkin
J. 8. T. Stranahan . ..
Joseph Nhort .. ......
H. B. Riggs..........
Mother Baptista

i H. C. Hill
| George ~anford

..i E. G. Blatchford . ..

ADDRESS.

116 Pierrepont street.
Remsen street.

72 Rush street.
Flatbush.

711 St. Mark’s avenue.
471 Henry street.

184 Remsen street.
371 Baltic street.
Kansas.

73 Pierrepont street.

179 Luqueer street.
127 High street.
Sag Harbor,

106 Gates avenue,
479 Clinton avenue.
Massachusetts.

St. Mark’s avenue.

New Jersey.
26 First place:

! 6 Bedford avenue.

Flatbush.

Conpecticut.

29 Lafayette avenue .

528 Bergen street.

«linton and Union streets,
106 North Oxford street.

146 St. James’ place.
Brooklyn.

52 Duffield street.

189 Park avenue.
Gravesend.

U. S. Fish Commission.




The followmg s an Erxhibit of the Names of Reqular and Temporary Employés of the Park Com-
missioners; showing also their Residence, Rate of Puy, the Number of Days and Hours employed

during the Year, and their Period of Service under the Park Commissioners.

]
[
|

Nawme. RESIDENCE.
Jno. Y. Culyer ....... Douglass near Underhill..... ...
Francis G. Quevedo . .. |Ninth street, near Fourth avenue,......
J. A. Anderson........ 458 State street........... .. ... ...
Wm. H. Spear......... 265 Sixth avenue...........coooven.
Jno. Maguire ......... Near Degraw and Underhill. ... ...
H.T. Davis .......... 85 Park place..................... ...
P. Conway.. ......... Fifteenth street and Eleventh avenue. ..
Wm Edwards. ... |17 Webster place. ........ ............
,;; Daniel Farrell......... Vanderbilt avenue.......... ... ...,
Patrick Hynes... ..... 263 Bighteenth street..................
Henry Gerrodett 237 Fourteenth street ... .. ..........
Thos. McGrath ..... 295 Seventeenth street...........
Abraham Denike ,,....! 422 Seventeenth street. . ... ............
J. H. Lozier........... 1664 Donglass steet ...... ........ ...
Michael Donnelly . ... Myrtie avenue and Canton place,......
Michael Smith ....... . 564 Grand avenue. ... .... ... ....
P.G. Lunny... ...... 537 Thirieenthstreet . ...............
Daniel Hynes.......... 96 Hudson avevue........... ........
Jus. Rowan.. ...|510 Berg-n street.. . . ....... ........
Benjamin Powell. ... |8 Tenth avenue ... ............. ...
George Walker........ Kent avenue... .. JR
Michael McLaughlin . .|Bergen street .........................
John O’Reilly......... 353 Vande bilt avenue.................
Patrick Irwin , ... .... 50 Vanderbilt avenue.... ... ......
S: M. Franken .|Fifteenth street and Eleventh avenue. ..
Patrick McTavey ...... Flatbush ................... e
Herman Schmidt, ... .. Fiatbush

IWARD.

Employm’nt

12 months.

358 das 8.
363

44 ¢
249 ¢
214 «
264 ¢
259 ¢
260 ¢
265 ¢
302 ¢

80 ¢
278 ¢
267 ¢
267 ¢

32 ‘s
258 «
271«
264«
320 «
276 ‘e
345«

during Year.

Length
Rate or Pay. of

Service.

$300 per. month ............... 13 years
225 e L 3
60 “ 10
1875« 12«
3 perday................ a3«
i) cents per hour.... ... ... ... B
BL7 perweek.... ......... ... 13 =
17 e 12«
17 B 7
15 S 7T«
15 R 6«
15 e 7o«
15 N [
15 e 7
15 e e 11«
15 Y 5 o«
15 L e 5 ¢
15 i ie el T . 10 -
15 O g
15 G i 12 :
15 S e 4
15 A 12«
15 e 12«
15 [ 7 -
15 e 6
15 G 1«
15 o 1«

201



Names, Residences, Rates of Pay, dc., of Employés of the Park Commnissioners— Continued.

Employm’nt

NauME. RESIDENCE, WaRrD. during Year. RatE oF Pav.
Edward Ke ny.. .... 999 Atlantic avenue.................... 9 272 dms $lo perweek........... ......
W lliam Wilson ...... 225 Sixteenth street... ... e 22 206 15 GO
Richard Stillwell...... Flatbush.. ... .o o i 274« 15 e e e
Chas. Rogirs......... 336 De Kalb avenue ......... e 7 274 e 15 e e
Edward Kervan ....... 600 Vanderbilt avenue................. 9 1 277 ¢ 15 E
Laurence Hayes....... 676 Sixth avenue.,..................... 8 280 ¢« 15 L
John Goodwin ., ...... 383 Thirteenth street .. .............. 22 252« 15 G
David Maxwell........ Fifteenth street and Eleventh avenne. .| 22 287 ¢« 15 L N
Patrick Byrne......... 504 Sixth avenue . ,................. 22 | 2mr o« 15 [ P
Patrick Byrne. .... 1123 Eagle street... ...... .............. 17 § 276 « 15 e
R. J. Moloy ...... ... 454% Decatur street. ... ................ Lo25 ‘ 250« 15 P
Hugh Kelly........... 90 North Sixth street ......... ... ... ... [ 14 | 266 <« 15 i
George Kerswell ... Flatbush ..o oo . T T S PO
Pavid Bothwell....... 52 Butler street.. . ....... .. P B () % 265  « 15 e
John D. Lloyd ........ .1222 Clermont avenue . ....... ..o 200} 261 « 15 L
Gorman O'Neill . ... ... Fifteenth street and Fleventh avenus...| 22 ‘ 266 < 15 “
Robert Mitehell . ... .. 319 Seventeenth street.................] & 230 ¢ 15 e e
Cornelins Murphy..... 591 Sixth avenue...... O 22 ‘ 257 ¢ 15 S A
Avgust Ukert....... ... TFlatbush. ..o oo [oadr o« 15 e
Samuel Meyers........ 537 Gates avenue . ............. o] 23 | 264 15 e
P. McGaffigan...... ... 1716 Deane street............ ... ..., 9 | 249 =« 15 L e
August Colery......... '696 Beigen street...... ..., 9 | 3865 « 15 e
James Cassidy.... ... .. 245 Sixteenth street........... ... ...... 92 | 365 ‘¢ 120 cents per hour, $15 perweek.
John Brasch .......... 403 Prospect avenne................... 22 365 ¢ $17 perweek. . ............. ...
Ellen Condon  ....... Pacific street .. ....... .. ... . oL 9 13,550 hours.|10 cents perhour... ... ......
Catherine Smith. ..... {Pacificsreet.............. .. ........ 9 310 ¢« |10 e
Lizzie Pallin.... ..... 530 Fifteenth street,........... ... R 21 870 ¢« {10 GO e
Jameg McCann........ 436 Degraw street . ....... ............ 10 277 days. |$15 perweek..................
Wm. Ring .. . 1357 Prospect avenne. .................. 22 275 15 e e

John B. Holl nd

Fort Hamilton ....,...................

12 280 hours.

20 cents perhour....... ......

Length
of

Service.

8 years.
8 s
10 I
11 I3
9 £
12 X
10 13
10 113
8 ‘i
8 3
8 ¢
11 X3
10 ¢
7 113
4
7 13
12«
7 3
10«
4 G
4 13
12 o«
7 ‘6
11«

1 year.
1 g
1 €<
10 years.
8 I

4 i

80T



3. \ * *

John A. Ward.... .... 608 Sixteenth street ..................
Wm. Irvine............ 508 Fifth avenue .... .. ..............
Edward Worrall...... 148 Sacke tstreet ........ ... .ol
Michael McLoughlin. .. 2414 Tenth street ... .................
James Faye............ 819 Deane street.................0 ...,
Ann Hosey............ Cloveroad.......covviiiuir e
Mary MoeGannigan. . . .. Sixteenth street and Eleventh avenue
John Hamilton........ 98 Hall street ....... ... ..............
Anton Gerster......... Fifth avenue and Thirteenth street.. ...
David Thompson .43 8t. John’s place ............

Samuel A. Dunn .... .fParkville. ... ... ... .. ...
Robert Ayres.. ... ....|Fifteenth street and Tleventh avenue.
W. C. Whittlesey..... tast New York.......,....... ........
David W. Thompson. . |Bergen street near U nderhill avenue.
Paul Bassenger. ... . .. iwenty—seventh street and Fifth avenue.
Frederick Alber........ itteenth street and lileventh avenue.
Thomas Lowry........ t96 Bergen s'reet ..... ... ...
Patrick Gannon.. ... |Sixteenth street and Eleventh avenue. ..
William Ballard....... Fifth avenue near Fifteenth street .. ..
Michsel Kenniffe ...... Underhill and Bergen..................
John Smith.. ......... 210 Evergreen avenue,. ... ...........
John Kitdea........... Underhill avenue.. ... .. ...,
Thomas Lenehan. ... .. Bergenstreet....................... ...
Thomas Brady ........ 837 Nevims. ..........0... Ll
Willett Hicks.......... 350 Seventeenth street...... ... RPN
John Grace .......... 670 Bergen street......................
James Biggett......... 209 Park avenue. ... ... ... ..........
John Gill............. 680 Douglass street........ ... e
Wm. Hyland.......... 506 Sixteenth street....... .........i..
Moses Somers......... 904 Bergenstreet .....................
Charles Kaiger. ......, New York ....... «....coiviviioin
John Blaney . . 99 Tllary
Patrick Gafiney........ Court street near Brush. ... ............
John Dunnigan ....... Flatbush.......... ..o
Petex Bracken........ 556 Fifteenth street...... ...........¢.
Hugh Bannon......... Classon and St. Mark’s ...............
Michael Folliard ...... 787 Derne street......................
Thomas Miller........ Flatbush. ...........c.00 oo

[S2]

[ay

3,660 ¢
202 days
147 o«

3,721 hours.

3,690 «

1,530«

2,550 =

3,203 ¢

2,285 ¢

3,370«

3,650

3,650  «

3,180«

3,650 <«

200 ¢

2,492 =

2,067

2,476«

2,656 ¢

3,646

2,401

3,111«
513«

2,603

2218 o«

2,207«

2,851«

2,742«

3,182 ¢

1,186

1,115  «
165 ¢

1,362 ¢«
732«
522«

20 €

2,733«

211«

16 cents per hour, $15 per week.

$15 per week ................
15«
25 cents per hour............
25 Y e
10 G e
10 e
25 oLl
25 o e
221 Y
20 L
20 N
17} e
175 L
121 e
123 N
121 G
123 T
121 sand 15 cents per hour. ...
121 cents perh.ur...........
121 B e
121 and 15 cents per hour ..
121 cents perhour. ..........
121 and 15 cents per hour. . ..
124 cents perhour...........
121 PN
12} and 15 cents per hour. ...
12} cents perhour..... ... .
2l & e
121 P
121~ S
121 o e,
124 S
15 R NP
40 L
15 o
171 and 22} cents per hour. .
12 cents per hour...........

4: [
8 o
4 ¢
12«
12«
4: 3
3 53
1«
1«
5 I
12«
FURNT
12 =
12«
2 (X3
4 <
9 [
3 13
3 [N
12«
7 ‘6
5 £
12
12«
11 i
3 <8
9 ‘6
3 0
3 6
1 year
1 3
1 6
1 6
5 years
10 0c
7 [
11 113
1 year

601



- Nam:s, Residences, Rates of Puy, &e., of Employés of the Park Commissioners— Continued.

»> i
Name : RESIDENCE 'WARD. Employmnt RaTE oF Pay Leg%th
: *|during Year.‘ : Service.
Robert Flemmg ....... 67 Carlton avenue.................. .. 20 | 2,871 hours (12% cents per hour............. | 3 years.
William Fuallam........ 118 North Seventh street. ............. 18 | 1,434 2k o« .
W. R. Dickinson . ..., Broadway, Eastern Dis'rict ............ 18 3042 « 171 O 5
Valentine Cox........ Flatbush, . oooo oo e Jeeaens 3,314« 1’71 B e 12 «
James M. Tobin. ... Butler street................ ... .. .. 9 13348 « 1721f e 12
Harvey Bunce. ...... (181 Jay street.. ... o0 Lolls 4 |3,328 « 15 SN 7«
Wm. Mosserop....... - |Flatbush avenue...................... 9 3,734 « ’15 G e 1«
Joseph Quevedo. ...... Fl tbush.. ..o o0 3,130« 15 L 12«
Philip McManas ... .. 379 Baltic 8178 t.. ..ooveereeneneians 10 3632 <« |15 G 1«
John McGraw, . AFlatbushi, o e 3,793 < |15 L 12«
George Byrne. Warren street.. .............. e 9 14,083 <« 15 G 11«
John Cassidy...s..... 228 Park place ..ol oL 9 2,751 ¢ |15 e 3«
Patrick Belgen ........ 612 Vanderbiltavenue................. 9 12,740 <« 15 Ll 12«
Daniel Calnan......... 226 Bridge street.. ............... 5 |1.741 ¢ |15 and 174 cents per hour.... . 5 o«
Thomas Wright ....... Prospect place and Vanderbilt avenue .. 9 342 days. |$llperweek.................. 12«
Patrick Welsh......... 140 Flushing avenue.....  .......... 22 357 = 11 R 12«
James Wilson.......... 288 Nineteenth street .................. 8 29 hours 12} cents perhour............. 12«
Patrick Hartigan ... ... Classon avenue.................. AU 9 2,691 12 L e 9 «
Thomas Cullen........ 1,148 Park place .. ......c.coviiini .. 24 | 2,815 ¢« |12 G 9
Hugh Maguire ........ Ninth AVenue.  ........ooveeerinnn. 22 2,754 « 124 e 9 ¢
James Finsley......... 426 Warren street .. .............. ... .. 10 2,487 < 12 O 12«
Michael Monahan, ....|653 Washington avenue................ 9 8,933 « “12 E 12«
Thomas Hartigan...... 655 Douglass street. .. ................. 9- 12,918 ¢« 112 L 3«
Wm. Watson ....... Washington avenue,................... 9 (2,690 <« {12 G e e 1«
Patrick Crown......... Flatbush.......... .. .. . (i 3,062 ¢« [124 L T 5 ¢
Jacob Bowers ......... 81 Oxford street....... e 20 [3,356 ¢ |12% CO e 7
Garrett McDonald. . ... Degraw street................ooh L 9 11« 124 e 1 year
Patrick Moran........ St. Mark’savenue .............. ... 9 28 ¢« 1123 S 1«
Michael Buckley . ..... St. Mark’s avenue ... . ............. 9 23 ¢ (124 e 1«
Theodore Green....... Flatbush.......o.oooiiiii i o] annnn 739 ¢ |121 and 15 cents per hour...... 5 years
' i N 3

oIt



David Ditmar
Henry P. Haynes......
Patrick Conno:s. .

Peter Bracken.........

Miles Sweeny .........
Thomas Brénnan . ...
Richard Chamberlain. .
John Holland )
W. T. Travis .
George Mason..... ...
Chas. E. Hunt ..... ..
David Thompson .. ...
Seth Keeney..... O
Peter Bracken. . ......
John McMurron. ......
David Bacon..*. .
Agsa Willis...... .....
Michael Farrell.. ......
John E. Curtin........
Peter Bracken. .. .....
Peter Bracken......!.
Seth Keeney
James Furey .........
Maurice Condon
John McLaughlin
James Feeney.........
John Donovan ,.......
Patrick Keegan........
Simon Loeffele. .. ... ..
Thomas Connor. ......
Michael Teirney.......
Michael Brady ........
John Keegan ..........
Chas. Clampitt,......
Johr Crumley.........
Thomas Conson.......
James Pinkerton

. 1187 Lafayette avenue

{1,019 Union street........ooovviin.no.
|187 Lafayette avenue

556 Fifteenth street. .
Prospect place and Ninth avenue.......
Bergen street and Fifth avenue........

iJay corner Willoughby.................
Sixteenth street and Ninth avenue......
Fort Hamilton

Bergen street ... ... ool
22 Clermont avenue . ....oc.covvevannns
1556 Fifteenth sfreet...........c.oovvntn
Flatbush avenue near Park place........
556 Fifteenth street. .... ...t
Parkville,........... e
698 Bergen street............. i
810 Classon avenue ........oeveuuennnns
556 Fifteenth street. ... ....... ... ..
366 Fifteenth street, ........... ..ol
221 Clermont avenue . ........ov.ovuuus.
187 Navy street.. .. ....ooovvvniiiinen .
232 Sixteenth street....................
Smith near Sackett..... .
208 Little Water street
Thirteenth street near Ninth avenue....
94 Bergen........0. . .o i
Flatbush.
Sackett street
292 Classon avenue. .........covvuvun..
Flatbush..  ...... )
Washington avenue and Butler street. ..
Twelfth street near Fifth avenue
Butler street
Bergen street near Fifth avenue........
{Washingtion avenue and Butler street. ..

831 ¢
3,140 <
1216 «
1,046 <
3,625 ¢
3595 ¢

565 ¢

190«

40 X3
3,844 «
65 3
2,200 ¢

808  «

508  ««

920«

11,620 ¢
60 4]
54
2,064 <
507 ¢
3,546 «

| 1442 <

1,232 ¢
2,778«
2,673«
2,897 «
2,778 «
25 X3
3,445 «
1,954 <«
12 ¢
21 6c
29 3
B 4 B
33123 days.
3465 «
505 hours.
2,980 «

12} cents perhour.............
15 S
40 e
25 G
27} and 30 cents perhour......
25 cents per hour.............
25 Y
25 e
20 e
25 L

20 and 25 cents pe
25 cents per hour

T hour. ...

121, 15 and 20 cents per hour. ..

25 ¢

25 e

10 6

lzl 3

10" :

20 I

15 “

4:0 i

40 i

40 “

40 ¢s

121 ¢

121 cents per hour

124 o =

1-271 €

121 cents per hour

121 «

1277 ‘¢

121 ¢

12’r I

124 ¢

$10 per week.....
10 el

121 cents per hour

e oo

T

5 3
11 ‘e

1 year
10 years
12 A ‘e
11 ™ «¢

2 (17

1 year

4 years
11 ‘¢
j 1 year.
]12 years.
12 3
* 1 year
1 I
| 7 years.

1 year.

1 I

9 years
12 g
10 1
10 66

1 year
11 years

5" «

3 11

3 3

1 year
12 years

1 year

1 3

1 3

1 [

1 6

4 years
12 1

3 X3

121 cents per hour, $11 perweek.! 5 ¢

111



Names, Residences, Rates of Pay, de., of Employés of the Park Cominissioners— Concluded.

) Length
Name. RESIDENCE. WARD. gﬁgoya;t RaTE oF Pav. of

g ’ Service.

Patrick Keegan. . ... ...|904 Bergen street... ........... e 9 10 hours. |12} cents perhour. ... ........ 1 year

William Maxwell ...... Washington avenue .................,, 9 3,161 << [12% EE 12 years
Robert McCormack. ... 1281 Navystreet.... .....cooeveneeninns 11 3,200 <« |12 O 4«
Geo ge Weigner....... 558 Sixth avenue .............c..ol..s 22 [8,391 « ]19} Y 12
R. L. Payne.......... Fifteenth street . ..~ .................. 22 12,834 <« 121 L % .12 «
John Harrison.........|432 Eighteenth street.................. 8 13,285 ¢« 121 oL e 12«
Frank Folliard . ......, 12 Steuben street................ .. el T 12,2500 ¢ 181 o Crr e 12
Samuel Rogrrs ....... 357 De Kalbavenue .............oc.... 7 12,477 <« 121 . 11
William Moran. ...... 682 Butler street . ................... 9 258 days. |12} cents per hour, $11 perweek.[12 ¢
John Hickey.......... Butler street...................... ... 9 | 2,552 hours.|124 cents perhour............. 70w
James Cloonen ....... 993 Pacific strert .. ... ...l v 9 12980 <« 112% o 3«
William Flaherty...... Warren street............... ... 10 13,100 |12} e 12«
Patrick Wallace . ...... 690 Atlantic avenue. .................. 9 12,677 ¢ 124 “ e e 7«
James Andersoms. . .. ... 255 Seventeenth street. ..., .. 8 3,440 ¢ 112} and 15 cents per hour...... 7
Thomas Finsley....... 426 Warren street .................. .. 10 ;3,143 = |12} centsperhour....,........ 12«
Timothy Gilcoby .. ... Flatbush.... ............ ... 3,640 ¢+ |121 . 7 ¢
James Shine . ........ 86 Navy street. ... .oovveevviennenn,.. 5 | 1,692 ¢ |12 o e 3«
A. D. Drummond ... ..! 553 Degraw street ... ........ euiiuan.s 10 1,896 |12} e 12«
Patrick Shaughnessy ..|Undervill avenue. .................... 9 12,652 ¢ [124 C Ll 7o
Jobn Crine ., ., ,...., 167 Hun ington street ....... ......... 12 (2841 -« |12] R 7
William Nol'n . ....... 716 Bergen street ... ..., 9 12,748 ° <« 112} e 5 ¢
Isaac Harris.......... Fifth street near Fifth avenre,......... 22 216 < |40 . 6 «
Isaac Harris........... Fifth street near Fifth avenue.... ..... 22 ..12,661 ¢ 140 O 6 «
Isaac Harris........... Fifth streel near Fifth avenue.......... 22 11153 « |40 A 6
Henry J. Farqubar.. ... (387 Monroe street.................. 23 11,027 ¢« 150 S 4«

Charles Berrie....... .. [82 Schermerhorn................ouu.. 10 811 ¢ |20 and 25 cents per hour. ...... 1 Mar.
Edith Mallett . ...... [Flatbush avenue ...........c... covuss. 9 370 ¢« |10 cents per hour  ......... 1«
Wm. Connor.......... 860 Pacific street ..................... 9 12,020 < 23 e 1«
James McCabe .... ..., New York.........coooiiiiiiiiiis ], 1,390 ¢ 125 G e 1
John Fegan........... !556 Fifteenth street. ................... 22 564 ¢ 123 O e 1.«

611



John Pallin........... 1530 Fifteenth street. ... . ............... 22 11,275 ¢« (12} Y e 9 years.
W, Prendergast.. .. [161Doucel ss....... .ot 10 260 < 125 e 1 year.
Peter Keegan ......... 151 Douglass ... ........... .. 00 . 10 255 ¢ 125 e 1,
John Farrell .......... iFiathush near Pacific.. ................. 9 251 ¢ 124 . 1 o«
Peter Rorke........... 151 Douglass. ... .ovvr vevnveen oon. 10 120« |30 . 1w
Wm. Shields ......... 268 Smith. ......... ..o e 10 958 122 e 3 yeﬁs.
Thos. Stanfield...... [Fatbush.............. R O .. 12984 o 124 e 1«
James CoxX............ \Butler near Hoyb... ........... Sl 10 160« |20 G e 1 year,.
SUMMARY.

Of our regular employés, seventy-seven, it appears, have been in the employ of the Park Com-
missioners during a period of from ten to thirteen years; seventeen from eight to ten years; thirty
from six to eight years; twenty from four to six years; and the remainder for various periods ranging
under four years. A few of the mmen erumerated in the foregoing statement were temporarily
employed, for short periods only, for special purposes, and do not form a part of our stated force.

About 50 men reside in the

[14 43 < 13
8 7] i

15 3 113

7 13 11

Ninth ward,

Twenty-second ward,

Bighth ward,

Tenth ward, .
Twentieth ward,

and the remainder are distributed about the several wards of the city, with the exception of a few

who live beyond the city line for convenience.

eI
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Inventory of realty and other property belonging to the 6”’0013‘[1/7?,
LPuark Commussioners on the 31st day of December, TST9

e REAL ESTATE.

Prospect Park (including the east side lands), abount. .630 acres.

Washington Park... ... . ... ... ... .. 304
Tompkins Park .............. ... ... . ........ T3 ¢
City Park .. ..o (ST
Carroll Park........ S 1% «
City Hall Park. . ........................... P
STOCK
e —
DESCRIPTION. \ NumMBen. \ CoxprrioxN.
e - | . 10 working.
Horses.................. ...... ‘ 13 1 ; 3 inferior.
Sheep ... i 77 I Good
Deer 29 ‘

Fowl...... L 213 1

The latter item comprises 15 swan, 128 geese, 52 ducks, 18
peafowls; 25 lambs, 4 deer, 50 geese, 61 ducks were added to the
stock during the year. :

WATER TRUCKS.

two-horse trucks, good condition.
two-horse trucks, good condition.
two-horse trucke, fair, in use about eight years.
one-horse trucks, fair, in use about eight years.

DD H= O D

WAGONS AND CARTS.

two-horse dirt wagons, good condition.
two-horse dirt wagons, fair condition.
two horse dirt wagons, worn out.

one horse carts, good condition.
one-horse cart, fair condition.

one-horse carts, worn out,

handearts, worn out.

light wagon, nearly worn out.

Inmber sleighs, g sood condition.

ice planers and %1 apers, good condition.
large lanterns for skating house, good condition.

CO DD MO b= O D k= DD WO I O

o
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fifteen ton steam roller, serviceable.

iron +1and rollers, serviceable

two-horse iron cylinder rollers, serviceable.

eight-horse iron cylinder roller, serviceable.

fourteen-inch Worthington duplex pumy, with boiler, good
order. ‘

hydraulic jacks, good order.

screw jack, good order.

boom derricks, miscellaneous sizes, with gearing worn out.

four-by-ten inch Blake stone-crushing machine, serviceable.

capstan, serviceable.

hose truck, worn out.

stone truck, worn out.

ladders, such as steps and ordinary, serviceable.

portdble house furnace, serviceable.

portable blacksmiths’ turnace, serviceable.

stoves for offices, skating house and shelters, good order.

sets of double harness, worn out.

sets of double harness, good condition.

sets of single harness, thxee scts worn out.

300 feet 21-inc ' leather fire hose.

— b0 hO

ju—y
STOTRD U k= = e pd = e = OO = D

700 pounds of” assorted sizes rope.

300 feet rubber hose.
2 platform scales.

SUPPLIES IN ‘BUILDINGS, &c.

Under this head is included the stock of office fixtures, such as
desks, chairs, tables and safes, with a stock of books, blanks and
office material generally for current use, the bulk of whiech has
been in use for a period ranging from five to eleven years.

TOOLS.

The stock of small tools and implements on hand have not met
the ordinary requirements of the work during the- past season,
and consists of 20 shovels, 86 picks and mattocks, 37 wood and
iron rakes, 6 hoes, 6 axes, 37 brooms, 6 baskets, 19 pails, & dip-
pers, 21 crow-bars, 11 paint brushes, &c., together with a small
stock of carpenters’ and blacksmiths’ tools.

The stock of stable material, besides the more important items
previously enumerated, includes ordinary stable supplies, horse
blankets, field umbrellas for water trucks, brushes and stable
furniture in very limited quantity, and in a deteriorated con-
dition. 15.
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12 American ensigns in good condition ; 15 flags worn out.
The clothing of the keepers’ force consists of 84 suits of
summer and winter uniforms and 8 rubber coats in fair order.

+ ENGINEERS SUPPLIES.

4 drawing boards.

4 transits,

4 levels.
With a small stock of rods, tapes, plumb bobs, and other engi-
neering paraphernalia.

MATERIAL AND GENERAL SUPPLIES.

We have on hand a supply of material for current use, such as
oil for lamps, a small stock of various paints, a small lot of lam-
ber and building material, sewer drain pipe, tiles, &c.

As heretofore, the custom has been, during the year, to order
only such material as was absolutely needed for immediate use.

HOUSES.

There are several houses on the east side lands; a portion of
these are occupied by employés and others on rental.  The rents
for the same are received and accounted for.

‘e
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METEOROLOGICAIL TABLE No. 1.

Table showing the observed Height of the Barometer, monthly,
Jor the Year ending December 31, 1874.

| "
b4 1 S
Mean | Mesx | MEsN il E 5 4 . g
MoNTE—1874. AT AT AT £ A g g H8a
Tam|2p0 (9 M| 52 N g B oo
= = =R
January.......... 30.183 | 30.144 | 30.186 | 30.171 | 30.597 | 29.675 . 922
February......... 30.176 | 30.143 | 30.173 | 30.164 | 30 662 | 29.685 977
March............ 30.015 | 29.978 | 30.033 ! 30.009 | 30.425 | 29.527 . 898
April............. 30.056 ; 30.035 | 30.061 | 30.051 | 30.568 | 29.480 | 1.088
May ............. 30.018 | 29.969 | 29.999 | 29.995 | 80.498 | 29.641 . 857
dJune ............. 29.983 | 30.014 | 30.046 | 30.014 | 30.303 | 29.537 766
July ............. 30.070 | 30.041 | 30.032 | 30.048 | 30 273 | 29.794 479
August. ... ..... 30.067 | 30.040 | 30.058 | 30.055 | 30.293 | 29.715 .B78.
September. ....... 30.141 | 30.103 | 30.122 | 30.122 | 30.344 | 29.523 821
October ... .... ... 30.133 | 30.087 | 30.138 | 30.119 | 30.491 | 29 704 LT87
November........| 30.185 | 30.147 | 30.208 | 30.180 | 30.633 | 29.319 | 1.314
December ....... .| 30.169 | 30.181 | 30.156 | 30.169 | 30.739 | 29.734 | 1.005

Annual Mean, at 7 A. M., of 365 observations, 30.099.
Annual Mean, at 2 P. M., of 365 observations, 30.073.
Annual Mean, at 9 P. M., of 365 observations, 30.101.
Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 30.091.

Maximum for the year, 30.739; 9 P. M., December 31.
Minimum for the year, 29.319; 9 P. M., November 23.
Difference of Range, 1.420.

»
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Tuble showing the State of the Thermometer, monthly, for the
Year ending December 31, 1874,

MEax | M=zax
Monta—1874, AT AT

Tam|2p M
January .......... 30.80 | 36.29
Febraary ......... 25.57 | 33.40
Maich...... 32.77 | 41 32
April ... oL, 36.86 | 44.32
May.....ooovonnnn 55.01 | 61.24
June ............ 66.61 75.35
July.......... ... 71.90 | 79.03
August . ........ 66.72 | 74.02
September. ... ... 63.25 | 72.38
October .......... 47.09 | 59.61
November ,....... 37.58 46.28
December 29.50 ; 35 82

MEaN
AT
9r M

P = S

54| 2 2

B = <]

£= ! &

= = =

33.47 62.00 9.00
30.05 70.00 3.00
36.98 63.00 13.00
40 44 66.50 19.50
57.49 88 .50 33.50
69.80 92 .50 50.00
74 .05 92.50 59.00
69 .67 92.50 52.50
66.92 88.50 32.50
53.16 69.50 35.50
41 .59 65.00 21.50
32.54 50.50 7.50

DIFFERENCH
OF
RANGE,

Annual Mean, at 7 A. M., of 365 observations, 46.97.
Annual Mean, at 2 P. M., of 365 observations, 54.92.
Annual Mean. at 9 P. M., of 365 observations, 49.65.
Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 50.51.
Maximum during the year, 92.50.

Minimum during the year, 3.00.

Difference of Range, 89.50.
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 3.
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 1.

Table showing the observed Height of the Barometer, monthly,
Jor the Year ending December 31, 1875.

l 9 : 3
! Meaxy | Meax | Mzax 3 5 § % & ]
MonTe—1875. | ar AT AT 30 E IS R
|7awmi2p 0|92 M| S5 < Z =
z = =] =R
January ......... [130.231 | 80.169 | 30.198 | 30.199 | 30.623 | 29.703 920
February.......... ‘ 30.130 | 30.063 | 30.110 | 30.101 | 30.545 | 29.449 | 1.096
March............1 30 117 | 30.990 | 80.118 | 30.108 | 30.504 | 29.650 .854
April.... ........ ‘ 30.008 | 29.969 | 30.000 | 29.992 | 30.444 | 29 626 .818
May............. 30.018 | 29.989 | 30.023 | 30.010 | 30.297 | 29.602 .695
June... .... .. ‘ 30.076 | 30 051 | 30.062 | 30.063 | 30.242 | 29.777 . 465
July........... ... 1 30.035 | 30.008 | 30.023 ! 30.022 | 30.271 | 29.702 .569
August............ © 30.080 | 30.061 | 30.073 | 30.071 | 30.329 | 29.794 .5635
September........ £ 30.076 | 30.042 | 30.060 | 30.059 | 30.418 | 29.708 .710
October.......... : 30.031 | 29.697 | 30.022 | 29.917 | 30.494 | 29.528 .966
November.. . ...... 130.102 | 30.054 | 30.101 | 30.086 | 30.692 | 29.581 | 1.111
December ........1 30.054 | 30.015 | 30.046 | 30.038 | 30.677 | 29.452 | 1.225

Annual Mean, at 7. A. M., of 365 observations, 30.080.
Annual Mean, at 2. P. M., of 365 observations, 30.017.
Annual Mean, at 9. P. M., of 365 observations, 30.070.
Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 30.055.

Maximum for the year, 30.692.

Minimum for the year, 29.449.

Difference of Range, 1,243.

W
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TABLE

No. 2.

Table showing the State of the Thermometer, monthly, for
the Year ending December 31, 1875,

MeaN
AT
2P M

MEeaN
Mon1a--1875. AT

7 A M.

January .......... 20.35
February ........ 19.28
March............ 28.05
April. ... ..o L. 38.28
May .... ....... 55.00
dJune............. 65.55
July ............. 71.06
August............ 69.00
September....... 59.93
October . ... .... 48 45
November . .. ..| 35.08
December ........ 29 .45

25.98
26.82
34.79
47.45
6490
74 28
77.58
76.40
68.48
57.39
41.90
35.19

Mrax
AT
9 P, M.

23.78
23.32
32.39
40.87
56 .42
65.45
70.97
70.23
61.53
51.33
37.17
32.40

39
.05
.34

; MaxiMum.

.00
.00
.00

50

.00
(0
.60
.50

50
00

.00
.00

MINiMuM.

Gt ot

D:FFERENCE
or
RiNcE

Annual Mean, at 7 A. M., of 365 observations, 44.96.
Annual Mean, at 2 P. M., of 365 observations, 52.59.
Annual Mean, at 9 P. M., of 365 observations, 47.16.
Annual mean of 1,095 observaticns; 48.65.

Maximum during the year, 94.

Minimum during the year, — 1.50. (11° below zero.)

Difference of Range, 95.50.
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TABLE No. 3.

Table showing the Dwration and Depth of Rain

monthly, dwuring the Year ¢

|

o=
o
Sgi
MoNtH. (¥R §
g5 °
=1 (=}
=Eaa
7, © ¢2]
i
January . . 1 9
February . | 8
March ..... 9
April...... ;10
May....... 8
June ...... 9
July........ 12
August ...| 12
September. 8
October....| 8
November ‘ 10

December..; 14

Totals . . l 117

DuraTioN.

1§

R T
512 | 8
= o | =
[T I e= R =
31131 ..
4 6 | 30
4 {10 | 05
3 9|30
118115
21101 45
2 9155
4 |18 | 40
112110
3117 {18
3112110
4115 | 30
40 | 18 | 48

in inches.

1O 60 BO 1O O3 €8 BO 4 1O B0 1O iDepth of Rain
hed

Ot
o
o

33.433

and Snow,

18

5.

nding December 31,
Tal s imw 4
-~ w o @
£ S8 EF .
58 34 ’:; g8
£ 53 |ZEF
1y 58 585
A &ZF me=
12000 64| 2.82
8.75 .95 3.29
14.00; 2.70 4.77
7000 .99 | 271
.............. 1.23
...... i 2.84
....... 3.74
.............. 6.42
.............. 2.40
2 87
.............. 3.08
2.25 20 2.743
44.00 | 5.48 | 38.913

Rrmarks.—A pumber of light snow flurries oc-.

, and light showers during the months
August, September, but not
8 to warrant a measurement. ‘

, June, July,

curred during the months of January, Feb-
ch a character a

ruary, March, April, October, November and

December,
of May
of su
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 1.
Table showing the observed Ieight of the Barometer, monthly,

|
|
|
|
|
\

E
Mean | Meax | MEan = g = P
Montr—18786. AT AT AT S & 2 8o4
Tam|2p M |9ewm| S5 - g £ m

L] = = = A

l

January ... .. .....] 80.142 | 30,109 | 30.142 | 30.131 | 30.630 | 29.574 | 1.056
February .... ... 30.118 | 30.092 | 30.149 | 30.12¢ ) 30.894 ; 29 139 | 1.755
March....... .... 30.043 | 30.020 | 30.038 | 30.034 | 30.483 | 29.343 | 1.149
April...... ...... 29.994 | 29.989 | 20.97) | 29,971 | 30.358 | 29.359 999
May.............. 30.088 | 30.055 | 30.065 | 30.069 | 30.424 | 29.772 .652
dune ............. 30.054 | 30.024 | 30.033 | 30.037 | 30.253 | 29.718 .635
July ............. 30.049 1 30.022 | 30.u25 | 30 032 30.264 | 29.823 441
August ..., ...... 30.114 | 30.091 | 80.091 | 30.098 | 30.281 | 29.870 411
September... ...| 30.028 | 30.001 | 30.022 | 30 017 | 30.307 | 29.725 .582
October .......... 30 037 | 29.992 | 30.033 | 30.021 | 30.391 | 29.683 708
November ........ 30.000 | 29.967 | 29.986 | 29.984 | 30.381 | 29.610 .741
December . ....... 30.007 | 29.990 | 80.016 | 3u.004 | 30.616 | 29.134 | 1.482

Annual Mean, at 7 A. M., of 366 observations, 30.056.
"Annual Mean, at 2 P. M., of 366 observations, 30.025.
Annual Mean, at 9 P. M., of 366 observations, 30.048.
Annual Mean of 1,098 observations, 30.043.

Maxzimum for the year, 30.894.

Minimum for the year, 29.134.

Difference of Range, 1.760.

16
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TABLE No. 2.

Table showing the State of the Thermometer, monthly, for the

2] ] ]

Meax | Mean | MEeaw il ; g

MoxTE—1876. AT AT AT 55 = g

4 v =

7TaM (2P M |9P M o - .8

= l = &
January .......... 31.44 | 38.23 | 84.16 | 84.61 | 65.5 8.5
February .... .. .| 28.10 34 .43 31.17 31.22 53.5 8.5
March ... ....... 31.47 39.27 34.95 35.23 65.5 10.
April ... ool 42.87 | 52.27 44.98 46.71 66. 27.5
May......... .... 55.70 [ 46.73 57.73 53.39 85.5 30.5
June............. 69 .55 78.38 69 80 72.58 92.5 46.5
Jualy ...... .. ..., 74.47 83.14 75.27 77.63 98.5 59.
Augnst ..ol 70.23 79.26 71.13 73.54 91.5 53.
September. ..., ... 59.50 66.15 60.97 62.21 85.5 44 5
Qctober . Cae 45.55 54.13 48.65 49 .44 73. 29.5
November ........ 41.50 | 46.67 42.65 43.61 70.5 22.5
December. ... .... 21.84 | 26.40 " 23.76 | 24.00 | 53. 0.5

Annual Mean, at 7 A. M., of 366 observations, 47.69.
Annual Mean, at 2 P, M., of 366 observations, 53.75.
Annual Mean, at 9 P. M., of 366 observations, 49 .60,
Annual Mean of 1,098 observations, 50.34.

Maximum during the year, 98.50.

Minimum during the year, 0.50.

Range, 98.
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 3.

Table showing the Duration and Depth of Rain and Snow,
monthly, during the Year ending December 31, 1876.

‘[
t
i
|
i
|
]
i
L

@28 & ] S84 | BE&¢
& ’*E Durarion. | g4 %% '-5% g?g
=8 = =] 82 | 222
MoxTH, “59-1 E o= o0 = =z =5
| g 7 | =8l vl < Hd Egﬁ REMARKS,
EES L2 EE | B ES 1255
=gd8| 2 SER] |5 ) g | oHd B
R - - - = a ne | B*
January...... 7 1|13, 25 723 L L 723 |} Oceasional
February ....| 7 4121 !52)38.71110. 1.01 4.72 Snow
Marxch........ 13 4114 1 30 | 7.344) T, .53 7.874 flarries.
April......... 10 2|16 513.467 .01 ... 3.467 ||
May......... 11 2116 | 523014 ..... Cee 3.014 ‘} Light
June......... "8 11210 [ 3.122) ... . .. ... 3.122 || | showers.
July........ . 11 1|16 ;25 |6.464 ... | ..... 6.464 |} |
August. ... -4 .15 } 191,96 . .| 0 1.96
~eptember....| 13 4 1130 2 1 4.374) ... .. 4.374
Qectober-... ... & 10 4 21101661 ..., ... 1.561
November....| 13 4 |23 J 35 1419 | ... oL 4.19
December. . ‘ 9 2119 /... 11.97|12.50 | 1.725 |. 3.695 || Snow flur-
B e | — ] - —~ ries.
Totals... ... C116 36 | 16 ‘[ 25 141.899| 29.50 | 3.265 | 45.164
* | \
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Tuble showing the observed Height of the Barometer, monthly,

Jor the Year ending December 31, 1877.

MoNTa—1877.

Septemi)er ........

October, .. ... ..... .

MEAN
AT
T A M

164 |

075
.000
.966
027
.068
.996
021
.094
.085
109
.083

12 PoM.

|

|

-Mwan
AT

30,
29.
29.

29
30
30

30

135
832
975

942
004
020
29.
29.
30.

977
998
070

041
30.
30.

058
047

MEaN
AT
9 p. M.

30.271
30.094
30 016
29 992
30.014
30.065
29.991
30.009
30.058
30.108
30.105
30.103

MoXNTHLY
MEAN

|
|

30.138
30.036
30.015
99.972
30.029
30.057
99.980
30 053
30.082
| 30.061
{29 979
| 29.976
l

g B .

g = 8

O R

= 1 = &

|

30.572 | 29.285 | 1.987
30.472°1 29.513 | .959
30.507 ] 29.315 | 1.192
30.331 | 29.524 | .808
30.360 | 29.595 | .765
30.296 | 29.762 | .524
30.265 [ 29.777 | 1.488
30.200 | 29.770 | .430
30.311 | 29.803 | .508
30.461 | 29.492 | 969
30.586 | 29.701 | .885
30.598 | 29.496 | 1.102

Annual Mean, at 7 A. M., of 365 observations, 30.057.
Annual Mean, at 2 P. M., of 363 observations, 30.008.
Annual Mean, at 9 P. M., of 365 observations, 30.068.

Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 30.044.

Maximum for the year, 30.598.

Minimum for the year, 29.285.

Range, 1.313.
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Table showing the State of Thermometer, monthly, for the Year

ending December 31, 1877.

Montr—1877.
*

January . ........
February... .. ...

September........
October ......
November...,.
December.........
S

MEan
AT
7 A M.

20.82
26.86
35.66
44 .40
55.21
67.81
72.06
71.40
63.27
52.63
42 .92
32.56

MEeaN
AT
2 P. M.

29.11
3449
40.49
61.68
65.44
77.74
81.25
81.36
73.61
5480
46.66
36.08

> : :
MEeax EE 8 E .
— = =1 =
AT z B = 5] 4]
9P M %E w z z
= = o
25.71 25.21 43.5 10. 33.5
26.26 | 29.20 | 53.5 13. 40.5
35.66 | 42.95 | 59. 12.5 46.5
45.90 | 50.22 75. 30. 45.
57.86 | 59.50 | 90. 37. 53.
68.24 | 71.26 | 89.5 51.5 38.
72.71 75.34 | 925 58.5 34.
73.08 75 28 | 90.5 61. 29.5
56 77 | 64.55 | %4. 42, 42,
53 55 53.66 | 177. 37.5 39.5
45.82 | 45.13 67. 25. 42.
36.51 05 60.5 21. 39.5

35.

Annual Mean, at 7 A. M., of 365 observations, 50.47.
Annual Mean, at 2 P. M., of 365 observations, 56.
Annual Mean, at 9 P. M., of 365 observations, 49,

Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 51.45.

Maximum during the year, 92.50.

Minimum during the year, 10.

Range, 82.50.

89.
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 3

Table showing the Duration and Depth of Rain and Snrow.
monthly, during the Y ear ending December 31, 18717,

58 4 4 |24 1 T8¢
&2 & Dussrow. | .8 = B A | g g ° %
~3a 8 lga | 828394
Moxra. [BAM S HE [ RE | ES g 25
3'3 8 2l wE =8 |38 AEEl Remarks.
1877. g . < | 8 Ra B0
REEle B2 |2 |5F|Ei:
cedd| & o o= Iy D P B &2 g
Z oo M| A A A n” | /2R
January... ... 7 3| 2145 |1.76 | 23. 2.10 | 3.86 Occasional
February . ... 6 1]21 51 1.381 1.50] .09 | 1.471 Snow
March. ...... 18 7 2140 [ 4 205 7.50 .71 | 4.915 Flurries.
April ... ..... 9 1 4211451 3.587...... ... 13587 ) el
May 18 | 1]18[58| 953 ... 953 || | Ocgional
June ........ 12 1 1116156 2.693...... 2,603 | I o8
dJuly......... 11 117 150 | 5.148]...... 5148 || ] °© )
Aungust ...... 8 111 5| 2.408]...... 2.408
September. . . 6 1116 | .. | 1.470|...... 1.470
October. ....| 12 31517 | 8.131)...... 8.131
November ...| 11 4 6|40 ! 4.895]...... 4.895
December. . .. 7 112319 652, ... .652
Totals..... 120 | 35 6 | 20 |37.283| 32.00| 2.90 | 40.183
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 1.

Table showing thesobserved Height of the Barometer, monthly,
Jor the Year ending December 31, 1878.

b R

Mean | Mean | MEean g 2 B .

MonTe—1878, AT | AT AT £a g 2 g

‘ 7a M |2Pp M |9 P M = ol z 7z

~ = = &
dJanuary .......... 30.064 | 30.034 | 30.062 | 30.055 | 30.640 | 29.401 | 1.239
February ....... 1 29.965 | 29.962 ;29,992 | 29.989 | 30.311 | 29.503 .808
March............ 30.029 | 29.986 | 29.988 | 30.028 | 30.498 | 29.257 | 1.241
April....... .. .. 20.878 | 29.849 | 29.877 | 29.877 | 30.281 | 29.329 .952
May...... Soa.e.1 20974 1 29,936 | 29.948 | 29.955 | 30.239 | 29.623 .616
dJune .. ........... 30.034 | 30.011 | 30.014 | 30.018 | 30.231 | 29.594 .637
July.. ...l : 30.015 | 29.996 | 20.941.| 30.003 | 30.194 | 29.687 .607
August ... ........ £ 29 945 1 29 934 | 29.941 | 29.940 | 30.204 | 29.682 522
September........ $ 30,182 | 30.150 | 30.164 | 30.171 | 30.448 | 29.762 .686
October.......... 30.068 | 30.029 | 30 034 | 30.040 | 30.343 | 29.470 .873
Novemb:.r... .... 29.993 | 29.935 | 29,995 | 29.985 | 30.481 | 29.125 | 1.356
December......... 30.041 | 30.002 | 30.021 | 30.032 | 30.467 | 29.367 | 1.100

Annual Mean, at 7 A. M., of 365 observations, 30.016.
Annual Mean, at 2 P. M., of 365 observations, 29.985.
Annual Mean, at 9 P. M., of 365 observations, 29.998.
Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 29.999.
Maximum for the year, 30.640.

Minimum for the year, 29.125.

Range, 1.515.
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 2.

Tuble showing the State of Thermometer, monthly, for the ¥ear
ending December 31, 1878.

| . :

MuaN | Meax | Mean = g 5 .

Monru —1878. AT | AT AT c & = = 2

7am;2p M |92 x 52 7 z 4

: | = = ~

- -

Junuary ...... ..., 28.85 ¢+ 34.96 . 31.05 31.47 53. 9.50 | 43.50
February..,.. . .... 29,15 35.75 - 32.68 | 32.43 ; 53. 8.50 | 44.50

March............ 38.79 48.46 : 43.08 45.569 68. 12. 56.

April .......... ... 48 .54 58.64 . 51.37 52.82 75. 39. 36.
May....ooooo... .. 55.26 68.14 | 57.67 59.23 81.50 39. 42.50

June ............. 63.46 71.72 | 64.43 66.52 88. 47. 4t.

July......... .. ... 71.53 81.48 | 72.81 75.53 97. 61. 36.
August. ..... ...l 6849 77.46 . 70.61 72.21 88.50 | 56. 32.50
September........ 61.56 71.68 | 64.72 65.94 | 86. 42.50 | 43.50
October,.......... 52.09 5%.71 ‘ 54.43 57.07 76. 36.50 | 39.50
November ........| 39.59 | 47 24 | 43.34 | 43.58 | 60.50 | 27. 33.50

December......... 29 .58 34.52 ‘ 31.85 31.97 58. 13. 45 .

Annual Mean, at 7 A. M., of 365 observations, 48.91.
Annual Mean, at 2 P. M., of 365 observations, 57.37.
Annual Mean, at 9 P. M., of 365 observations, 51.50.
Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 52.59.
Maximum for the year, 97.

Minimum for the year, 8.50.

Range, 88.50.
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 3.

Tuble showing the Duration and Depth of Rain and Snow,
monthly, during the Year ending December 31, 1878.

oo . sl o |mow
O g | . %583
S.S 2| DURATION, F‘% g% -d% cﬁg%
—E= Sl 83| 88 | B34
MontH. 84 § BE | mE | 25§53 =
°=g g w8 '39: f 28] RuMarks.
1878. |25l .| @S !4 2 SE 183
EES|E|EE|2 |& |BE|ESE
ZEAE |5 28 5 |55 a8
January ..... 161 4121 20 | 4.692] 4.50 | .725 | 5.417 Occasional
February . ... 71 31 5} 2]3.03 1.7 | .293 |3.323 Snow
March... ... 14| 4| 4]40 3,512 .... | .... | 4.512 Flurry.
April . ... .. 8 1714150 (1.205 .... 1 ....]1.205
May......... 11 4 5:501!13.691 .... .. 3.691 1| .
June ...... .. 8| 2|20 |... 3365 (1] ]334 Ocsional
July.... ... 101 1120|310 5942 0| I s || gaght
August ...... 12| 21428648 | .... 1 ....|6.43 ||| :
September. . . 7 1114 |22 2123 .... 2.123 |||
October. . . ... 12| 21101]20 | 2.318] ... ....|2.318 Qccasional
November.. . . 11 3120125 4.61 .25 1 .05 4.66 Snow
December. . .. 10| 413 |56 |4.96 | 4.50| .33 5.29 Flurries.
Totals...... 126 | 37 | 21 | 44 [45.908] 11.00 | 1.398 | 47.306

17
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 1.

able showing the observed Height of the Buromcter, monthly,
- for the Year ending December 31, 1879.

o .

Mesn | Meax | Meax | H » & g .

MontE—1879. AT AT AT £d A 2 ]

TamM!2p M |9e M o= bl z Z

A | = =
January .......... 30.029 | 29.977 | 30.010 | 30.005 | 30.445 | 29.510 935
February ......... 30.017 | 29.983 | 30.032 | 30.010 | 30.723 | 29.440 | 1.283
March ..... AT 30.166 | 30.064 | 30.079 | 30.092 | 30.660 | 29.366 | 1.294
April............. 29.944 | 29.908 | 30.012 | 29.934 | 30.373 ; 29.466 . 907
May.............. 30.095 | 30.089 | 30.096 | 30.139 | 30.495 | 29.767 .728
June ............. 29.992 | 29,969 | 29.999 | 29.999 | 30.338 | 20.537 | .801
July....... eov. .1 30,026 | 30 007 | 30.015 | 30.016 | 30.285 | 29.592 . 693
August . .......... 30.009 | 29.985| 29.989 | 30.017 | 30.279 | 29.562 LT
September .. .... 30.167 | 30.140 | 30.160 | 30.156 | 30.431 | 29.780 . 651
October. ... ...... 30:187 | 30.142 | 30.179 | 30.167 | 30.728 | 29.551 |'1.177
November......... 30.205 | 30.159 | 30.281 | 30.188 | 30.580 | 29.499 | 1.081
December......... 30.180 | 30.158 | 30.182 | 30 162 | 30.418 | 29.794 .624

Annual Mean, at 7 A, M., of 365 observations, 30.085.
Annual Mean, at 2 P. M., of 365 observations, 30.045.
Annual Mean, at 9 P. M., of 365 observations, 30.086.
Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 30.072.
Maximnm for the year, 30.723.

Minimum for the year, 29.366.

Range, 1.367.
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| METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 2.
Table showing the State of Thermometer, monthly, for the ¥Year

ending December 31, 1879,

)
b < ;

Meax [ Mrax | Mzax = g 8 .

MonTH—1879. AT AT AT g2 2 g 8

7a M |2p M |92 M| CF % z Z

= = 2 | A&
January .......... 22.27 | 30.10 | 26.07 | 26.16 | 46.50 2. - | 48.50
February ......... 24.32 | 30.05 | 26.22 | 27.54 | 45. 7.50 | 37.50

March............ 30.39 41.49 | 36.22 36.75 58. 19. 39.
April .. ... ... .. 40.75 | 51.42 | 43.98 | 44.91 | 69. 21.50 | 47.50

May .. ...... ..,| 54.83 | 64.58 | 56.70 | 54.97 | 81.50 | 39.50 | 42.

dJune..  ........ 67.02 76.66 | 67.56 | 70.83 | 90.50 | 47.50 | 43.
July............ 71.33 81.86 | 72.78 | 75.24 | 95. 62.50 | 32.50
August............ 70.41 79 .74 7371 90.50 60. 30.50

September. ... .. .. 61.24 68.96 62.35 64.25 86. 45. 41.
October. .......... 55.65 7 65.38 1 57.60 | 61.09 | 84. 31.50 | 52.50
November .. ... .. 37.13 | 43.62 | 38.64 | 39.79 | 72,50 | 2I1. 51.50

December......... 39.94 41.07 36.00 | 36.34 | 58. 11. 47 .

Annual Mean, at 7 A. M., of 365 observations, 47.94 .
Annual Mean, at 2 P. M., of 365 observations, 56.18.
Annual Mean. at 9 P. M., of 365 observations, 48.81.
Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 50.98.

Maximum for the year, 95.
Minimum for the year, —2.

Range, 97.

(2° below zero.)
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 3. .

Table showing the Duration and Depth of Rain and Snow,
monthly, during the Year ending December 81, 1879.

@ grd = 2. lmey
%,E 5] =i B S @ g+ w B
& & 5| Duration. g 9 - % = ,&Z
MonTH. [B.g 8 &g fﬁ c8 538
y =k 2 2d | 8T | ge | 8T E) Remamxs
1879,  |ZFEE |2 28|22 05|88y
B 8L 2|8 5 |58 EE|Ess
o5& |28 | & |8 |#F |S4°
January . ... 8| 3|....020 1.7 |13. |1.49 3.24 | Occasional
February . ... 11 3, 4, 5,1.77 | 16.50 1.0137 2.783 Snow
March....... 151 2|19 {36 | 3.264 .50 .05 | 38 314|] Flurries.
April ..., .. . 13 41 1151|4469 |......1 ..... 4.469)
May......... 10 113 |45 |2.435 |......]...... 2.435 .
June ....... 14| 21335 | 2.850 [ 2.850 [Oc‘i“*‘flﬁ’gﬂ*
July.... ... 11 21 9145 |3.983 |......0...... .3.983|| ¢ Shogm
August .. .. . 10| 311550719215 ......|...... 9.215{ | .
September. . . ‘8] 1122150 |1.956 |......0...... 1.956) | -
QOctober ..... G{....123 |33 .63l }'.....4...... .531]|  Occasional
November ... 11 ) 111940 1.835 | 2. 16 1.99 -Snow
December . .. 161 56| 9(35|5.051| 6.25] .64 | 5.691 Flurries.
Totals..... 133 [ 33 | 14 | 25 59 L1109 | 38.25| 3.353) 42. 465’
: ) t




Latitude, 40° 41/ north,
Longitude, 73° 57/ west,

Height of Instrument
above the Sea,

from Greenwich. SEXENNIAL STATEMENT 145 feet.
FOR THE YEARS '
1874, 1875, 1876, 1877, 1878 and 1879
BAROMETER. } THERMOMETER. RAIN AND Snow. DuraTION.
|

‘ ‘ g i |8 £is8 4

MoNTES. l | % % b= %, " g

. . . 3 EE -9
= = i =} =] 5 E Pg ”.E % s {g S g
. = 8 s g g 5 g o . |2y 0 i |2
=i B R &0 =] .= .= an D = ] = O w =] |~
g §l &8 g | g 2| 2 g 5 S 1sE 22% | B|E &
2| 518 & 2| 5| E| & £ |& |8 [E°Ff | §1&|5

—_— i — ] - R —

January ..... 30.119 | 30.640 | 29.285 | 1.353 || 29.28 | 65.50 2. 67.50 || 13.595 | 60. 6.455 | 20.050 {} 20| 18 | 11
February.....| 80.070 { 30.894 | 29.139 | 1.755 || 36.16 } 70. | ..... 70. 12.691 | 55.560 | 6.156 | 18.847 |} 20 { 20 | 19
30 048 | 30.660 | 29.257 | 1.403 || 35.09 | 68. 10. 58. 21.495 | 33.25 | 5. 26.495 || 26 6| 46
29,966 | 30,568 | 29,329 | 1.239 || 46. 75. %1 19.50 1 55.50 |} 23.328 | 7.00 | .99 | 24.818 {23 | 6| 31
30.033 | 30.498 | 29.595 .903 1 56.04 | 90. - | 30.50 | 59.50 || 13.563 O 13.583 || 15 4 | 30
30.023 |} 30.338 | 29.537 | .801 || 70.03 | 94. 46.50 | 47.50 || 17.160 | .... | ..... 17.160 || 13 | 15 | 41
30.017 | 30.285 | 29.592 693 (| 75.22 | 98.50 | 58.50 | 40. 27.687 T 27.687 ¢ 11 | 11 ) 41
..| 30.038 | 30.329 | 29.562 L762 (] 72.80 | 92.50 | 52.50 | 40. 30.383 | ... ..., 30 383 || 15 | 13 | 37
September ... | 30.118 | 30.448 | 29,523 .925 || 65.54 | 88.50 | 32.50 | 56. 22,453 PP N 22.453 || 16 [ 14 { 19
October.. ..... 30.054 1 30.728 | 29.470 | 1.258 {| 54 .90 | 84. 29.50 | 54.50 |} 17.271 R 17.271 1117 | 18 | 33
November. ...} 30.067 | 30.692 | 29.125 | 1.567 || 42.15 | 72.50 | 8. 64.50 || 20.410 | 3.25 | .21 | 20.620 |19 | 23| 30
December... | 30.063 | 30.739 | 29.134 | 1.605 || 32.30 | 60.50 .50 | 60. 17.146 | 33.50 | 4.455 | 21.601 |} 22 { 13 | 50

G981
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Summary for the sz years.

_ BAROMETER. -
Mean, for 6,573 observations ...........cooveuonnn . 30.051 ¥
Maximum, February 5, 1876 ......... ... ... .t 30.894 v
Minimum, November 22, 1878 .. ...... ... .. ... ... 29.125
Range.....coo i s 1.769 .

*  THERMOMETER. ,
Mean, for 6,573 observations. ... ..cccovvriinn..n 51.22 .
Maximum, July 9, 1876 ... ... oo © 98.50
Minimom, January 8, 1879 ....... .. ... .o 2.00
Range................. L..,......; ....... e 100.50 .

RAIN AND SNOW.
Total fall of snow ininches ............ ... ... ... 192.50
Reduced towater. ... ...c..uoneun.nn [ 23.266
Total fall of rain. ... ..o i 237.182
Total fall of snow reduced to water and rain ........ . 260.448
DURATION.

The time in which rain and snow fell :
224 days, 22 hours, 28 minuates. *
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The following comprises the several Acts of the Legis-
lature, relative to the Brooklyn Park Commissioners, during
the period covered by this Report: *

CHAPTER 572.

AN Acrt to amend an Act entitled ““ An Act to provide for the
improvement of the Coney Island plank road, as recently
widened, passed May three, eighteen hundred and seventy-
two.” '

Passed May 25, 1874 ; three-fifths being present.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate
and Assembly, do enact as follows :

SecTioN 1. Section one of thie Act entitled ¢“ An Act to pro-
vide for the improvement of the Coney Island plank road, as
recently widened, passed May three, eighteen hundred and
seventy-two,” is hereby amended so as to read as follows:

§ 1. The Brooklyn Park Commissioners are hereby aunthorized
to grade, gravel, curb and gutter that portion of the Coney
Island plank road, as recently widened, lying between the circle
at the southwesterly angle of Prospect Park and Church lane, and
said Church lane from said road to Ocean Parkway, according to
a plan to be devised and adopted by them. All expenses inci-
dent to said improvemcnts, after having been duly certified by
the said Park Commissioners to the Ccmuwissioners of Estimate
and Assessment, appointed as hereinafter directed, shall be by
them apportioned and assessed upon the property in their judg-
ment benefited thereby, within a district of Assessment to be
fixed by the said Park Commissioners; but no district of assess-
ment shall extend beyond the termini of the improvements pro-
vided for in this Act, and the assessments specified in their
report, when filed in the office of the Clerk of the county of
Kings and duly confirmed by an order of the Supreme Court at
Special Term, upon an application therefor, of which ten days’
notice shall have been given in two newspapers printed in the -
city of Brooklyn, shall constitute liens upon the several parcels

»
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of lands and premises upon which they shall have been laid, and
shall be collected in the manner hereinafter directed. The said
Park Commissioners may also contract in writing, for the making
of the said improvement and may, irom time to time, as the work
progresses, issue to the contractors in the name and upon the
anthority of the said Commissioners, certificates of indebtedness
bearing interest, to the extent of eighty per cent of the work com-
pleted by said contractors, payable out of the assessments there-
for, when collected. T'he Supreme Court in the Second Judicial
Distriet, at a Special Term thereof, shall, upon application of said
Park Commissioners, on notice of ten days, to be published in
two papers in the city of Brooklyn, appoint three Commissioners
of Estimate and Assessment, who shall be gesidents of the town
of Flatbush, who shall have the powers and perform the duties
of the Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, who acted in
estimating the damages incident to the widening and openihg of
the said rond. All the provisions of chapter seven hundred and
seventy-one, of the laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-three,
so far as relates to the collection of the assessments herein pro-
vided for, and the sale for the non-payment of the same, and the
lien thereof, ghall apply to and become part of this Act. except that
no fees for collecting shall be charged against any property
belonging to the city of Brooklyn or to the county of Kings.

§ 2. This Act shall take effect immediately.
CHAPTER 583.

AN Acr to lay out and improve a public highway or avenue and
concourse, in continuation of a public highway or avenne here-

tofore laid out from Prospect Park in the eity of Brooklyn

toward Coney Island in the county of Kings.
Passed May 25,1874 ; three-fifths being present.

The People of the State of New York, mpresented in Senate
and Assembly, do enact as follows :

Secrion 1. The Brooklyn Park Commissioners are hereby.

authorized and directed to lay out and improve a public highway
or avenue, not more than two hundred and ten feet wide, ex-
clusive of the court-yards hereinafter provided for, commencing
on the northerly side of the King’s highway, so called, at the’ pomt
of termination of the public highway or avenue, from Prospect
Park in the city of Brooklyn toward Coney Island in the county

i el
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of Kings, as the same is laid out pursuant to the provisions of
chapter eight hundred and sixty-one, of the laws of eighteen
hundred and sixty-nine, and the several Acts amending the same,
running thence in a general southerly direction through the town
of Gravesend, and on and across Coney Island to the Atlantic
Ocean. They shall also lay out a road or highway, one hundred
feet wide, through and along the northerly and easterly side
of the lands of the Prospect Park Fair Grounds Association, and
the laws adjoining the same on the north gnd east, commencing
where the said proposed road will intersect the suid Ocean Park.
way, at the northerly side of lands of said association, and ter-

" minating at the said continuation of the said- Ocean Parkway on

the southerly side of said lands.

. They shall also lay out and open aud improve such concourse
or shore road at the coutherly terminus of said highway, hereby
extended, as in their judgment shall be wise and proper, net ex-
ceeding three thousand feet in length on each side along the
beach, and five hundred feet in width, exclusive of such aceretions
or additions which may be caused by the action of the elements
or otherwise, on the southerly side thereof, which accretions, if
any, shall attach thereto and be under the same control and care
of the Brooklyn Park Commissioners, as the said concourse or
shore road shall or may be. And for this purpose they may enter
upon any lands that may be necessary, and cause a proper survey
and map of the said avenue, as well as of the district of assessment
therefor to be made.

§ 2. No buildings or other erections, except porches, piazzas,
fences, fountains and statuary shall remain or be at any time
placed upon said avenue within thirty teet from the outside lines
thereof, which space on each side of the said avenue, and in
addition thereto, shall be used for the court- ~yards only, and may
be planted with trees and shr ubbery, and otherwise ornamented,
at the discretion of the respective owners or occupants thereof ;
but such use and ornamentation shall be under the direction of
the said Park Commissioners.

§ 3. The said Commissioners are hereby also directed to grade
and otherwise improve said concourse, lateral, branch or shore
road at the ocean beach, the said one hundred feet road, and also
g0 much of the said avenue as lies south of the lands of the said
association, and also so much of said avenue as lies between the
present termination of Ocean Parkway and the point where said
one hundred feet road commences, and in order to determine the

18
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amouut to be paid to the owners of the lands and tenements
required to be taken for the purposes of this Act and for the
improvement thereof, the said Commissioners shall first fix a
district of assessment for the opening and improvement of the said
continned parkway, and another district of assessment for the
opening and improvement of said one hundred feet road, within
which geveral districts the property to be benefited shall be
assessed to defray the expenses of such several takings, as well
as of the improvement thereof. Notice of the time and place
of fixing the said districts, and of hearing the parties inter-
ested therein, shall be published for ten days successively in at
least two daily newspapers printed and published in the county
of Kings.

§ 4. After fixing the said districts of assessment the said Com-
missioners shall apply to the Supreme Court at a Special Term to
be held in the Second Judicial District, upon a similar notice, for
the appointment of three Commissioners, who shu'l be freeholders
and residents of the said county, to e-timate the value of the
lands and premises required to be taken for the purposes of this
Act, and the damages to be sustained by any person interested
therein, as well by the taking of the land as by the restriction or
easement thereon, specified in the second section of this Act,
or for the relinguishment of any easement now existing thereon
or attaching thereto, together with the expenses of said opening
and of the improvement thereof’; and also, to apportion and assess
the same both for the taking and improving in such mwanner as
they shall deem just and equitable, upon the property to be bene-
fited within the districts of assessment so to be tixed by the said
Park Commissioners, and the said Court, at Special Term, shall
thereupon proceed to make such appointment. In case of the
death or refusal to act, or other disability of the Commissioners
80 to be appointed, or either of them, at any time before the
several objects of their appointment shall bave been accom-
plished, the said Court, at Special Term, may fill the vacancy.

§ 5. The Commissioners so to be appointed by the Court, after

having been duly sworn faithfully to perform the duties hereby
devolved upon them, shall proceed to make the estimates and
assessments referred to in the last preceding sections of this Act.
And in laying the "assessment for improvement, the expense of
improving the said one hundred feet road shall be charged npon
the lands of the said Prospect Park Fair Grounds Association.
Each of the said reports shall, at all times, before confirmation, be

-~
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subject to view and correction, and ten days’ notice of the time
and place of hearing objections thereto, and of reviewing and
correcting the same, shall be published in the newspapers above
referred to. After hearing such objections and making the cor-
rections, it any be required, the reports shall be delivered to the
said Park Commissioners.

§ 6. Upon receiving the said reports, or either of them, the
said Park Commissioners shall give ten days’ notice in the said
newspapers, that application will be made to the said Court, at a
Special Term, at a time and place to be therein designated, to have
the same contirmed. Appeals may be taken from suid reports, or
any of them, by giving written notice to the attorney of the said
Commissioners, at least six days before the time fixed for the
application to confirm the same, with a specification of the nature
of the objections; and the Court shall have power to confirm,
amend or reter back the said reports, or either of them, as it may
deem proper, and to make any further order in the premlses,
until the final confirmation thereof.

§ 7. After -the reports of estimate and assessment for taking
and opening the said avenue and one hundred feet road, and said
concourse or lateral branch onr shore road at the ocean beach,
shall have been confirmed, the title to the concourse or la,teral‘
branch or shore road, shall vest in the county of Kings in fee-
simple absolute, and vaid reports together with the maps.herein-
before referred to, shall be filed in the office of the Clerk of the
county: of Kings,-and the said Park Cowmmissioners shall be there-
upon authorized to improve the said avenue and one hundred feet
road and said concourse, lateral branch or shore road at the ocean
beach, according to a plan to be devised or adopted by them;
and for that purpose they may cause the same to be graded,
paved, curbed, guttered and hridged, and shade trees plcmted
thereon, and may lay out and construct such carriage-ways, side-
walks (md areas, with such terraces, drives or concourses on the
ocean beach as they may deem expedient, and such improvements
may be made in sections, and from time to time, if they shall so
elect.

§ 8. All expenses incident to such improvements, or either or any
of them, after having been duly certified by the said Park Commis-
sioners to the said Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, shall
be by them apporioned and assessed upon the property in their

Judgment benefited thereby, within the several districts of assess-
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ment so to be fixed by the said Park Commissioners. The expense
of constructing the drive and concourse on the ocean ebeach, as
well as of such bridges as may be required for such parkway, not
exceeding the sum of fifteen thousand dollars, shall be a charge on
the county of Kings, and of the expense of constructing the said
parkway south of a point which is distant tifteen hundred feet
southerly from the Neck road, so called, not exceeding onec-half
shall be charged and assessed against the property in “the judg-
ment of the Commissioners benefited by said improvement, and
so much thereof as shall be charged and: assessed against the
eounty of Kings, either tor the opening or improvement thereof,
the Supervisors of the said county are hereby directed to raise
by tax upon the requisition of the Park Commissioners, and the
County Treasurer to pay the proceeds thereof to the persons en-
titled to receive the same upon like requisition. And -the
reports of the Commissioners of Assessment shall be subject to
objection and appeal and tdo confirmation in the same manner as
their said former assessment reports ; but the expenses of no por-
tion of said parkway shall be a charge upon the county of’ Kings.

§.9. All assessments made and confirmed in pursnance of this
Act shall be liens upon the lands and premises upon which they
shall have been laid, and such lands and premises shall be subject
to be sold for the assessments referred to in the fifth and sixth
sections of this Act, it such assessments are not paid-within ninety
days after the confirmation thereof. The present existing pro-
visions of law applicable to sales for taxes and assessments in the
city of Brooklyn, to redemptions and leases therefor, and to the
respective rigats of the parties interested therein, including the
rate of interest to be pald by the parties in default, shall apply to
all agsessments to be laid under this Act whenever they are not
inconsistent therewith. And when any duties arc by said laws
imposed upon the Common Couneil of said city, they shall devolve
upon the said Park Commissioners; and where imposed upon
subordinate officers of the city, they shall be performed by per-
sons to be specially appointed by the said Park Commissioners.

§ 10. The said Park Commissioners may appoint one or more
collectors of all assessments to be laid under this Act, who shall
severally give boods for the faithful performance of dlelr duties,
and for the prompt payment of all the moneys to be collected by
them. The collector of any assessment shall be entitled to re-
ceive a compensation of one per cent on all moneys paid to him,
within two weeks after he shall have published notice in said
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newspapers twice a week, for four weeks, of the time and place
where he will attend to receive payment. After the expiration
of six weeks from the first publication of the said notice, the col-
lector shall be entitled to three per cent on all moneys thereafter
to be collected by him, and in either case his compensation shall
be paid by the party assessed, over and above his assessment and
as part thereof; and the lien of the assessment shall extend to
such compensation, except that no fees shall be allowed for the
collection of the amount assessed against the county of Kings.
In case any assessment shall remain unpaid after the expiration
of the time above specified, the collector shall proceed to sell at
public auction, for the lowest term of years for which any person
will take the same and pay the amount so remaining unpaid, with
interest from the time of the confirmation of the Assessment
report, together with two per cent for collector’s fees, and three
dollars on each parcel in addition for the expenses of advertising
and sale, and said collector first giving thirty days’ notice of the
time and place of sale, by publishing the same in two daily news-
papers printed in the county of Kings twice a week for three
weeks. Upon a sale being made, the said collector shall give cer-
tificates of sale to purchasers, and shall also execute and deliver
conveyances of the lands so purchased, unless the same shall
have been redeemed by an owner, lessee or mortgagee thereof,
within two years from the time of sale, by paying to the pur-
chaser, or to the said Brooklyn Park Commissioners, for his use,
the amount paid by him with interest at the rate of twelve per
cent per annum. The said certificates of sale shall be recorded
by the purchasers, in the office of the Register of Deeds in and
for the county of Kings, and shall constitute liens upon the
premises therein described, after the same shall have been so re-
corded, and shall take precedence of all other liens except for
unpaid taxes or assessments. And all interest to be collected at
the said sale, shall be credited and paid pro rafa among all parties
entitled to receive awards upon the said opening. Upon the
final collection of any assessment to be made under this Act, it
shall be paid over by the said Park Commissioners, to the several
persons entitled to receive the same.

~ §11. After the said avenue shall have been opened, the said
avenue, and the concourse lateral branch or shore road, at the
ocean beach, shall be under the exclusive charge and management
of the said Park Commissioners, and they shall make and enforce
rules and regulations for the proper use thereof. And after the



144

said avenue and shore road shall have been improved as herein-
before directed, its subsequent maintenance shall befka charge
upon the city of Brooklyn, and such amounts as the said Park
Commissioners shall, from time to time, by resolution, determine
to be necessary for the purpose, shall be annually raised by the
Board of Supervisors of the county of Kings, and collected in
the taxes of the current year, and paid over to the said Park
Commissioners.

§ 12. The said Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment shall
be severally entitled to receive three dollars a day for each and
every day necessarily employed in the discharge of their duties,
ard their compensation, with room-hire, stationery, and other
necessary expenses, together with the compensation of the sur-
veyor, counsel, and other persons to be necessarily employed
under the foregoing provisions of this Act (and who are hereby
directed to be employed by the said Park Commissioners), shall
be included in the general expenses to be incorred herein.

§ 13. This Act shall take effect immediately.

CHAPTER 588.

AN Acr to provide for the completion and improvement of

Sackett, Douglags and Degraw streets, in the city of Brooklyn,
and also for the collection and payment of all moneys expended
or indebtedness incurred by said city on account of the im-
provement of such streets by the Brooklyn Park Commissioners.

Passed June 1, 1874 ; -three-fifths being present.

The People of the State of New York, rej)resmted in Senate
and Assembly, do enact as follows:

SecrioN 1. Sections 4,7,9 and 10 of an Act of the Legis--

lature entitled “An Act to widen portions of Sackett, Douglass
and President streets, and otherwise to alter the Commissioners’
map of the city of Brooklyn, passed May sixth, eighteen hundred
and sixty-eight, as amended, extended or enlarged by the Acts
amendatory of or supplemental to, or said to be amendatory of
or supplemental to such Act are hereby (except as hereinafter
amended) expressly re-enacted, and the powers granted, or pur-
ported, or stated to be granted by such sections and Acts are here-
by expressly conferred upon the Brooklyn Park Commissioners
and other officers and agents as therein set forth.

., -
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§ 2. All sums of moneys heretofore at any time paid or ad-
vanced tqggaid Park Commissioners by said city, for or on account
of the improvement mentioned in said sections of the Act passed
May sixth, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, and the said
amendatory and supplemental Acts, together with all the sums
hereafter to be advanced under the authority of this Act, with all
interest paid by said city at the time of such assessment on ac-
count of bonds issued to obtain the money so advanced, shall be
assessed, levied and collected in the manner provided in and by
this Act, it being the true intent and meaning of this Act to
make the sums heretofore expended for such improvement a
charge on the same district, and assessable and collectable in the
same manner as though such sums had been expended after the
passage of this Act.

§ 3. Section four of the Act passed May twenty-second,
eighteen hundred and seventy-three, supplemental to the afore-
said Act, passed May sixth, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, is
hereby amended by substituting the words ¢ the Board of Super-
visors of Kings county ” for the words “the Joint Board of
Supervisors and Common Counecil of said city” in such section,
it being the true intent and meaning of this section to cause the
assessment therein referred to be levied by the said Board of
Supervisors instead of by the Joint Board therein referred to,
and the said section is hereby further so amended that the tax or
charge therein referred to shall not be collected by said Joing
Board, but shall be collected by the officers of said city author-
ized to collect taxes therein. ‘

§ 4. Section five of the Act last above veferred to is so
amended that payments therein allowed to be made to the
Comptroller shall be made to the Collector of Taxes and
Assessments of said city.

§ 5. This Act shall take effect immediately.
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CHAPTER 265.

AN Acr to amend an Act entitled *An Act to wid® and im-
prove a portion of Washington avenue, in the city of Brook-
Iyn, and extend the same into the town of Flatbush. Passed
April twenty-third, eighteen hundred and seventy.”

Passed May 12, 1875 ; three-fifths being present.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate
and Assembly, do enact as follows :

SecrioN 1. Chapter three hundred and seventy-six of the
Laws of eighteen hundred and seventy, entitled “ An Act to widen
and improve a portion of W@shlnoton avenuae, in the city of
Brooklyn, and extend the same into the town of Flatbush,” pa&sed
April 23, eighteen hundred and seventy, is hereby amended by
adding the following section at the end thereof:

§10. For the purpose of paying the contractors and other
persons employed in the improvement of so much of said avenue

as lies witlin the city of Brooklyu, the usual assessment bonds of -

the city of Brooklyn shall be issued and sold by the proper
officers of said city to an amount necessary to pay the same,
provided nothing herein contained shall anthorize the issue of
assessment bonds beyond the sum already limited by law. And
the sald Park Commissioners are hereby authorized to issue to
the contractors and other persons employed in making said
improvement within the town of Flatbush and outside of the city
of Brooklyn, certificates of indebtedness not exceeding the
amount due said contractors and other persons employed in said
work, bearing interest to a period three months after the date of
the gonfirmation of the assessment report, to be paid out of the
moneys collected for assessments on property within said town,
which shall be levied and collected within a district of assessment
to be fixed by said Park Commissioners on property within the
town of Flatbush. All interest heretofore collected by reason of
default in payment of the assessment for opening of that part of
said avenue lying within the town of Flatbush shall be credited
to the interest account of said improvement, and all interest to be
collected by reason of default in payment of any assessments
under the provisions of this Act, within said town, shall be paid
to the contractor or other parties to whom payments are due by
reason of such defanlt, in propordon to the amount of their
respective claims. »

§ 2. This Act shall take effect immediately.

A
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CHAPTER 489.

Ax AC’I&O amend chapter five hundred and eighty-three of the
Laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-four, entitled ¢ An Act
to lay out and improve a public highway or avenue heretofore
laid out from Prospect Park, in the city of Brooklyn, toward
Coney Island, in the county of Kings.”

Passed June 5, 1875 ; three-fifths being present.

The DPeople of the State of New XYork, represented in Senate
and Assemblg/, do enact as follows :

ShCTlON 1. Section eight of chapter five hundred and eighty-
three of the Laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-four, eutitled
“An Act to lay out and improve a public highway or avenue
and concourse in continuation of a pubh( hwhway or avenue
heretofore laid out from Prospect, Park, in the city of Brooklyn,
toward Coney Island, in the county Kings,” is hereby amended so
as to read as follows :

§ 8. All expenses incident to said improvements, or either or any
of them, after having been duly certified by the said Park Com-
missioners to the said Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment,
~ shall be by them apportioned and assessed upon the property in
their judgment benefited thereby, within the several districts of
assessment so to be fixed by the said Park Commissioners. The
expense of constructing the drive and concourse on the ocean
beach, as well as of such bridges as may be required for such
Parkway, shall be a charge on the county of Kings, and of the
expense of constructing the said Parkway south of a point which
is distant fifteen hundred feet southerly from the Neck road, so
called, not exceeding one-half shall be charged and assessed
against the property in the judgment of the Commissioners bene-
fited by said improvement, and so much thereot as shall be
charged and assessed against the county of Kings, either for the
opening or improvement thereof, shall be paid thereof by the
County Treasurer to the persons entitled to receive the same,
upon the certificate of the Brooklyn Park Commissioners. And
the reports of the Commissioners of " Assessment shall be subject
to objection and appeal and to confirmation, in the same manner
as their said former assessinent reports.

§ 2. Said Act is amended by adding at the end thereof the
following sections:

19
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§ 13. The said Park Commissioners may contract in writing
for the making of all or any of the said improvement®after in-
viting proposals for doing the work and furnishing the materials,
by publication for one week in said two daily newspapers, printed
and published in the county of Kings, and filing a copy of each of
sald contracts in the office of the Treasurer of the county of
Kings within ten days after the making of the same. And
they may from time to time as the work progresses, but not
oftener than once a month, issue to the contractors certiticates of
‘the amount cf work and materials done and furnished under such
contracts. . The said Treasurer is hereby authorized and girected
to pay seventy-five per cent of such amounts to said contractors
or their assigns, and upon the final completion of their said con-
tracts, and upon filing a certificate thereof in the office of the
said Treasurer, he shall. pay to the said contractors or their
assigns the balance of the several amounts due under their con-
tracts. The said Treasurer shall also pay to the Surveyor, Com-
misionerg, Counsel and other persons to be employed upon the
said work, and upon the laying of'said improvement, such amounts -
for services and necessary disbursements as shall be specified in
the assessment reports after they shall have been duly confirmed
by the Court. For the purpose of furnishing the money required
to make all such payments, and for the payment of so much
‘thereof as may be charged or assessed to the county, including
the amount expended for the improvement of said concourse, the
county of Kings is authorized, and the proper officers thereof are
‘hereby directed, to issue certificates of indebtedness to the neces-
‘sary amount, not exceeding two hundred thousand dollars, bear-
ing interest at seven per cent per annum, payable on or hefore
the expiration of ten years from the date thereof, interest thereon
to be payable semi annually, and to sell the same for not less than
the par value thereof, and pay contractors and other persons
entitled to receive the same on the certificates of the Brooklyn
Park Commissioners. ‘

§ 14. The board of Supervisors of the county of Kings shall
annually make provision by tax for the payment of interest ac-
crued, and to accrue, on such certificates ; and so much thereof as
is chargeable against the several parcels of property assessed
shall be levied on the same as part of the'general tax for the
improvement; and in the year preceding the maturity of said
‘certificates, the amount of any assessment remaining unpaid, with
interest, if any, accrued thereon, shall form a part of and-be leviéd
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and assessed upen the property chargeable with. said assessment,
as part of the geuneral tax upon said lands for the general ex-
penses of the said county; and in case there sbhall be separate
interests divided, or undivided, arising from a transfer of the prop-
erty assessed or any part thereof, at or at any time previous to the

makmg of said levy or sale therefor, and the same shall be made - -

to appear to the satisfaction of the said Park Comruissioners,
they may apportion the amount assessed thereon between the
owners of the respective parts thereof, and all provisions of law
applicable to the redemption of lands from sale for taxes shall
apply tg the several interests and amounts so apportioned.

§ 8. The second sub-division of section one of said Act is
amended so as to read as follows:

They shall also lay out and -open and improve such concourse
or shore road at the southerly terminus of said highway hereby

extended as in their judgment shall be wise and proper, not ex- .

ceeding three thousand feet in length on each side along the

beach, and not exceeding one thousand feet in width, exclusive of

such accretions or additions which may be caused by the action
of the elements, or otherwise, on the southerly side thereof,

which accretions, if any, shall attach thereto and be under the‘

same control and care of the Brooklyn Park Comuwmissioners as

the said concourse or shore road shall or may be; and for this

purpose they may enter upon any lands that may be necessary,

and -cause a proper survey and map of the said avenue, as well .

as of the district of assessment therefor to be made.

§ 4. This Act shall take effect immediately.

CHAPTER 546.

Ax Act to amend an act entitled « An Act to widen and improve

Ninth avenue and Fifteenth street in the city of Brooklyn.”
‘Passed June 8, 1875 ; three-fifths being present.

" The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate
and Assembly, do enuct as follows :

SectioN 1. Section six. of chapter seven hundred of the Laws

of eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, entitled ““ An Act to widen

and improve Ninth avenue  and Fifteenth street,” is hereby
amended so as to read as follows:

L



150

§ 6. The said widened street and avenue shall be laid out ac-
cording to a plan to be devised or adupted by the said Park Com-
missioners; the sidewalks thereof, which are contignous to the
said Park, shall be thirty feet wide, and the opposite sidewalk
shall be twenty feet wide, and seven feet in width of said oppo-
site sidewalk adjoining the lots facing on said street and avenue
may be used for courtyards or areas within which to erect
porches or stoops to houses, provided the occupants will inclose
such courtyards or areas with good and sufficient iron or picket
fences, not exceeding five feet high. The said street and avenue
shall also be paved, (mbed and guttered in such manney as the
the said Park Commissioners shall direct, and the said Commis-
sioners may plant the same with <111table shade trees on both
sides thereof, and construct such carriageways and walks, and
make use of such material of construction or pavements as they
shall deem best; and for the purpose of paying the contractors:
and other persons employed in the improvement of said avenue
and street, including the amount already expended and advanced
on said work by the Brooklyn Park Commissioners, the unsual
assessment bonds of the city of Brooklyn chall be issued and sold
by the proper officers of the city to an amount necessary to pay
the same, provided that no assessment bonds be issued to pay for
any work to be done on said street or avenue unless the consent
of the Common Council be first obtained thereto ; and also pro-
vided that nothing herein contained shall authorize the issue of
assessment bonds beyond the sum now limited by law, and out of
the proceeds of the sale of the said bonds pay, on the certificate
of the Brooklyn Park Commissioners, the several parties or
persons entitled to receive the payments provided for in this Act.

§ 2. This Act shall take effect immediately.

!

CHAPTER 307.

AN Acr to amend an Act passed May eleventh, eighteen hundred
and sixty-nine, entitled ‘*An Act to lay out and improve a
public highway or avenue from Prospect Park, in the city of
Brooklyn, toward Coney Island, in the coanty of Kings.”

Passed May 15, 1876 ; three-fifths being present.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate
and Assembly, do enact as follows :

Skcrion 1. The ninth section of the Act entitled « An AcL to
lay out and improve a public highway or avenue, from Prospect

.



151

Park, in the ecity of Brooklyn, toward Coney Island, in the
county of Kings,” passed May eleventh, eighteen hundred and
sixty-nine, is hereby amended so as to read as follows :

§ 9. All assessments made and confirmed, in pursnance of this
Act, shall be liens upon the land and premlses upon which they
shall have been laid, and such lands and premises shall be subject
to be sold for the assessments referred to in the fifth and sixth sec-
tions of this Act, if such assessments are not paid within ninety
days after the confirmation thereof. All laws applicable tc or
governing the returns of arrears of taxes or assessments on lands
of non-residents, made or to be made to the State Comptroller
by county treasurers and the proceedings thereupon, shall apply
to all assessments to be laid under this Act, whenever they are
not inconsistent therewith, and when any duties are, by said laws,
imposed upon the Common Council of said city, they shall
devolve upon the said Park Commissivoners, and when imposed
upon subordinate officers of the city, they shall be performed by
persons to be specially appomted by the said Park Commis-
sioners.

§ 2. Nothing contained in this Act shall affect any sales here-
tofore made for any assessment levied under said Act of May
eleventh, eighteen hundred and sixty -nine.

§ 3. This Act shall take effect immediately.

CHAPTER 336.

AN Act to provide for the payment of an award due from the
city of Brooklyn to the Brooklyn Park Commissioners for
lands taken from Prospect Park for reservoir purposes.

Passed May 15, 1876 ; three-fifths being present.

The People of the State of New XYork, represented in Senate
and Assembly, do enact as follows :

SEcTIoN 1. The Mayor, Comptrolle’ and City Clerk of the
city of Brooklyn are hereby authorized and directed to make,
issue and sell the bonds of said city, to an amount necessary, and
pay from the proceeds of the sale of such bonds the amount of
the award made for lands taken about the Prospect Hill Reser-
voir by the referee’s report on file in the office of the Comp-
troller of said city, date June twentieth, eighteen hundred and
seventy-four, and amounting to two hundred and fifteen thousand
three hundred and sixty-five dollars, and interest on the same
from the date of said report.
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§ 2. The Brooklyn Park Commissioners are hereby authorized
and directed to expend said moneys so received in liquidating any
indebtedness due, or for moneys borrowed, to improve the Park
lands of said city anthorized to be sold.

§ 3. This Act shall take effect immediately.

CHAPTER 352.

AN Acrt to amend chapter five hundred and eighty-three of the
Laws of eighteen hundred and seventy four, entitled, “An Act
to lay out and improve a public highway or avenue, heretofore
laid out from Prospect Park, in the city of Brooklyn, toward
Coney Island, in the county of Kings.”

Passed May 16, 1876 ; three-fifths being present. .

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate
and Assembly, do enact as follows :

SEcTioN 1. Section seven of chapter five hundred and eighty-
three ot the Laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-four, entitled,
“An Act to lay out and improve a public highway or avenue
heretofore laid out from Prospect Park, in the city of Brooklyn,
toward Coney Island, in the county of ngs, is hereby amended
50 as to read as follows : - DR

§ 7. After the reports of estimate and assessment for taking
and opening the said avenue, and said concourse or lateral branch
or shore road at the ocean beach, shall have been confirmed, the
title to the concourse or lateral branch or shore road shall vest in
county of Kings in fee simple, absolute, and said reports, together
with the maps hereinbefore referred to, shall be filed in the office
of the Clerk of the county of Kings, and the said Brooklyn Park
Commissioners shall be thereupon authorized to improve the
said avenue and said concourse, lateral branch or shore road
at the ocean beach, according to plans devised and adopted by
them ; and for that purpase they may cause the same to be graded,

aved curbed, guttered and brldged and shade trees planted
‘theleon, and may lay out and construct such carriageways, side-
‘walks and areas with such terraces, drives or concoursés on the
ocean beach as they may deem expedient, and such improvements
may be made in sections, and from time to time if they shall so
elect. They shall have full and exclusive power to govern and
manage the Ocean Parkway from the circle at the @outhwesterly
angle of Prospect Park to the ocean, and direct the public use
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thereof, as also the circle and concourse at either terminus, and
of such parts of the reveral roads, streets or avenues as run
through or intersect the same, and to pass and enforce laws and
ordinances for the proper use, regulation and government thereof,
and for all the purposes of such government management and
direction of public use, such parts of said roads or avenues as pass
through or intersect said circles, shall be deemed to be a part of
Prospect Park, ayd it shall be under like control and manage-
ment a3 said paka(xy

§ 2. Said Act is hereby amended by adding at the end there-
of, the following section :

§ 15. The said Brooklyn Park Commissioners are hereby au-
thorized to expend a sum. not exceeding ten thousand dollars
without contract, in .the payment of laborers’ wages, and in the
purchase of such lands and materials as may be necessary for the
construction of gaid avenue or concourse, to be paid out of any
moneys they are anthorized to expend for said improvements and
upon their certificate, but nothing herein contained shall be con-
~-strued to authorize any expenditure in excess of the amount now
fixed by law. '

§ 8. This Act shall take effect immediately.

CHAPTER 458. ,

AN AcT to enable the city of Brooklyn to raise further means
for the improvement and sale of certain portions of Prospect
Park, in said city.

Passed June 16, 1877 ; three-fifths being present.

The people of the State of New York, represented in Senate
and Assembly, do enact as follows :

SecrioN 1. The Common Council of®the city of Brooklyn are
hereby authorized to raise a further sum, not exceeding two hun-
dred thousand dollars, for grading, draining, regulating and
otherwise improving the lands of Prospect Park, pursuant to
chapter three hundred and seventy-three of the Laws of eighteen
hundred and seventy, entitled * An Aect to authorize the improve-
ment and sale of certain portions of Prospect Park, in the city of
Brooklyn, and the Acts amendatory thereof,” and to make pro-
- vision for the expenditure of the amount raised ; and for the pur-
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poses of this Act the bonds of the city, known as Park Bonds,
and payable out of the sale of park lands authorized to be sold
may be issued in such form and payable at such times and in
such manner as the said Common Council may direct.

CHAPTER 362.

AN Acr to transfer the care and control of Bedford avenue, in
the city of Brooklyn, to the Park Commissioners of said city.

Passed May 24, 1878 ; three-fifths being present.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate
and Assembly, do enact as _follows :

Section 1. From and after the first day of January, exghteen
hundred and seventy-nine, the care and management of Bedford -
avenue, in the city of Brooklyn, throuahou’r its “entire length,
including the ropairs of the existing pdvement thereon. and
cleaning thereof, are hereby vested in the Park Commissioners of
said city and said Commigsioners are authorized and directed
from and’ after said date to keep the same clean and in good
repair, and to make such needtul rules and regulations in respect
to said avenue, the preservation of its walks and roadway, and
the puclic use thereof, as they may deem proper to maintain the
same as a public drive or parkway, and the powers heretofore
vested in or exercised by other city officers or boards in said city,
in respect to said avenue, are hereby transferred to said Park
Commissioners, provided that no expense herein authorized shall
be met by the issue of Park bonds.

§ 2. This Act shall take effect immediately.



Communication to the Board of Supervisors of Kings
County, relative to the sale of a portion of the Concourse
at Coney Island.

Orrice OF PARK (COMMISSIONERS,
BrookLyN, February 25, 1880.%

To the Board of Supervisors, Kings County :
GENTLEMEN :

The Board of Brooklyn Park Commissioners beg leave to ask
your consideration to the following suggestions in reference to a
question upon which they were invited some time since tc give
their views by a Committee of your Board, as to disposing by
sale, of the portion of the property known as the Concourse at
Coney Island, which it is believed may be now parted with with-
out disadvantage to the public interest. :

The tract to which-this proposition .is intended to apply
includes only that part of the seventy acres originally acquired,
which lies to the rear or north of the northerly boundary of the
present roadway and sidewalk, and contemplates the reservation
for public purposes of all south of this same line, and includes -
the drives, walks and all the intervening beach to the lowest
water line. o

& The development of the Island to this date, and the clearly
defined tendencies of the improvements in the future would seem
to indicate that the proposed curtailment of the present area
would in no material degree contract or otherwise encroach upon
the privileges and beuefits which were originally contemplated by
the commission, to be derived from its use by the publie.

Some farther reasons in saupport of this proposition may be
found in the following: In view of the continued reluctance
manifested by the suthorities to expend money on other than
what they deem to be strictly utilitarian or unavoidable work, it
is of some importance to note that the sale of this portion of the
county property would do away with the ultimate expenditure of
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a considerable amount of money required for its improvement,
any plan of which would involve a large amount of filling to
level up the area to such an elevation as would render its use
practicable in connection with the present drive, the Parkway,
and approaches to the beach.

A considerable outlay would also be needed to develope the
necessary features of the superstructure, such as soiling, walks,
roads, trees, shrubs, turf, &c. A further expense would be en-
tailed in the like necessary subsequent provision of a Maintenanee
fund, which, as viewed by a portion of the public representatives,
would be probably characterized as a public burden.

The Concourse occupies a conspicnous position, and is, so to
speak, almost the centre of gravity of the Island, separating on
either hand the most extensively improved portions. In its ex-
isting barren and unsightly condition, it presents an incongruous
and undesirable intervening space, the prevailing feature of which
it should be your duty or ours to change and improve if it is
deemed desirable to retain it. If this property can be sold under
appropriate conditions and 1estric‘rions, such as may be without
difficulty arranged for, the remaining property to be reserved for
the public use, can, it is believed, be environed by a elass of im-
provements, such as hotels and other structures, which, in the
matter of design and in the facilities afforded, will greatly enhance
its value, and by the accruing advantages add to the comvenience
-and ianterest of the community at large, who will continue to seek
recreation where it can be afforded at comparatively small
expense and obtained with such little sacrifice of time.

Not the least important of the reasons which are here advanced
is that of the fund to be dérived from this sale, which fund, it
may be confidently expected, will prove in amount a very satis-
factory one. By far the larger part of this money may be by t
County Treasurer invested in Kings County Bonds, the income
.of which should be devoted to the care of the improved portions
of the property, and the balance of the fund might with propriety
‘be expended 1 improvements which would be found desirable,
and in providing and extending facilities in which the owners and
lessees of the Island and the public generally would share in
comirion, and with such a fund it will be possible for the Park
Commission to inaugurate a class of improvements, which,

" with the education of experience, the growth of ‘the public taste,
_as well as a larger view of owners and lessees that it is hoped
- will prevall will be demanded in the near’ future, and will merit
and receive due recognition. .



157

Among such improvements as arve here referred to as possible,
may be enumerated the extension in a substantial and attractive
form of the existing carriageway and promenadsé, together with
such other equally acceptable features as would be entitled to
consideration ; the introduction and care of such trees and shrubs
as might be found upon careful inquiry and experiment to
promise permanent satisfactory growth and development on the
Island.

The enlargement of the facilities for providing pure water
would be found to be necessary, also a system of sewerage could
be devised and carried out in part and to such an extent at -least
as would make certain its practicability and serve as a nucleus for
its extension to those parts of the Island where relfef in this
direction, will soon be a necessity.

The Park Commissioners fully appreciate and have carefully
weighed the advantages to be derived by the public from the use
of property go eligibly located as is the Concourse, and having
secured it, and thus completed a scheme devised by them more
than ten years ago, they would hesitate to make or consider an®
proposition that would seem to be inconsistent with the past, yet
they have come tu believe that the advantages to result from this
sale under such conditions as they would reserve the right in a
large degree to define, will ultimately inure to the substantial
a,dvantage of our people.

In conclusion, we beg you to consider the substance of this
communication, with the view to enlist your co-operation in
securing the legislation necessary to carry out the purposes and
-ends herein outlined.

By order of the Park Commission,

v J. S. T. STRANAHAN,
President.




