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A N N U A L  REPORT 
OF THE 

Brooklyn Park Commissioners. 

To the ITonnra6le the C'o?nlr~on Council : 

The Annual Report of the Brooklyn Park Coulrnissioners is 
herewith tranemitted for yollr ccJnsiderafian. 

Very respectfully yoLlrP, 

JAMES IIOWELL, 
.%!(L~O/~. 

OPFICIF OF THE ,"J~<OOKI,TN DARIC COMMJSSIONI<I~S, ) 
CITY ~ I A I ~ T A ,  BROOKLYN, 

January SO, 1880. 5 
Hon. James ITowell, Mayor : 

I here\vith transmit to you tllc Annllal Report of the Brooklyn 
Park Commissioners, which hy law arid the ordinances of the city 
we are required to present at this time. 

Respectfally, 

J .  S. T. STRANAHAN, 
President. 



To the ITonorable the Conzmon Council of the City of Brooklyn : 

GENTLEMEN : 

The Brooklyn Park Cornmissioners beg leave to la)- before yon 
their report for the year terminating December 31, 1879. 

There will be fonnd appended a statement, in detail, showing 
the amount of moneys recei~ed and the sources whence they were 
derived, together with a fill1 account of the ex1)enditures of tlle 
year. 

I n  view of the very limited appropriations which have been set 
apart by Pour Honorable Body for the use of the Park Commis- 
sioners, they are not able to report any definite progress during 
the year in the important worlrs committed to their charge. 

The cornparatively small force of employPs which it has been 
possible for them to retain in their servlce, has been engaged 
throughout the year upon such work as was demanded by the 
seasons and by the public ilse of the Park. It consisted chiefly 
in maintaining through the winter months, tlle lakein proper con- 
dition for skating, curling, ice-boat sailing and other ice sports, 
for which, it was in general use by our citizens ; in repairing and . 
cleaning the roads, walks, kc.. : in the care of the grass, shrub- 
bery and public buildings, and in whatever else contributed to 
the comfort and convenience of the public, as far as i t  was pos- 
sible for them to do. 

In consequence of the almost entire suspeneiori of the work of 
construction upor1 the Park since 1873, and in view of the fact 
that no material change had, during any one gear, notal)ly marked 
the administration of their duties, the Commissioners, since 1873, 
have remitted the publication of extended reports of their opera- 
tions. They therefore take this opport~lnity to present the fol- 
lowing summary of the work of construction provided for by 
special appropriation since 1873, and also to present at some 
length the general subject of maintensnee. 

The snccessfr~l completion of certain suburban improvements 
bv the Commissioners. of which the Ocean Parkway. and the Con- ., 
course at  Coney Island, are very prominent, and KO closely 
identifies them with the works within the citv as to unite them 
in a common consideration in this report. 

That these results have been successfiilly achieved at this tirne, 
and at  s11c.h c08t as, with wise management on the part of the 
municipal authorities, will render them but slight burdens to QUr 



taxpayers, is a source of general congratulation. The importance 
and value of works of the character of our parlis, &c., and the 
p r~pe r ly  constructed, convenient and attractive approaches to a 
deliglitfnlly suburban neigllborhood cannot be reasoriably over- 
estitnated. Tlle general appropriation for construction purposes 
which had been provided in accordance with an act of Legislature 
ceased in the year 1873, since which time only such new work 
has been done as was necessary to colnplete untinislied portions 
in hand. For this there remained sufficient money to meet the I 

outlay, and the expense of snvh other undertakings as have been 
from time to time duly antllorized by the proper authorities has 
been met with rn0ne.y provided by Your Honorable Body. With- 
in these two clas~itications the following works are enumerated 
in the order of their conipletion : 

PLAZA FOUNTAIN. 

This work, including the firiirhing of the artificial stone and 
metal.work of the dome, and the fountain railing, ;,wit11 their corn- 
pleinentd parts, embodied novelties in design and construction 
whicli have been finished in a satisf:hctor~ tnanner. 

The central location of the large fountain makes it the most 
conspic~~ous orr~ament of tile Plaza. I t  was intended to relieve 
what would otherwise have proved a moriotonous and too utilitarian 
feature of the broad approach to what rnust always be the lead- 
ing eutranoe to tlie Parli. 

The railing itself riot only serves as an appropriate ornament 
and finish to the circular stone work which surrounds the pricci- 
pal basin, but comprises, as a part of its structure, a series of 
globnlar glass lanterns which are supplied with gas by pipes car- 
ried throngli the upper bar of the railing. Tliese lanterns afford 
opportunities for a spectacular display, it being anticipated, as 
has since proved tha fact, that the Plaza in pleasant weather, and 
especiallg during tlle summer months, would attract the people of 
tlie neighborhood to its vicinity as a convenient and pleasant 
resort. 
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The first public illumination of  the fountain and surrolinding 
space of-the Plaza took place on the evening of Ju1.y 4, 1874, 
but similar d i sp la~s  l iwe been of infrequent occurrence since, 
owing to the failure of the authorities to make provision for the 
necessary supply of gas. The existing provisions for the water 
disp1a.y of tbe fountain have been arid continne to be temporary 
in character in consequence of the limited and intermitted supply 



of water placed at the disposal of the Colnmissioners by the 
Water Board. The Colnmissioners entertain the opinion that a 
reasoriable occasional use, especiallp on lloliclays, of water for 
such purpose as is afforded by the Plaza Fountain, would be an 
crltirely legitimate one. Tllronghout Europe, in almost every 
city and large town of promirie~lce, where the water supply is ob- 
tained with more difficulty and expense than it is ever likely to 
be wit11 us, the local authorities recognize the clain~s of all public 
fountairis arid provide for ornarneritsl displaye of water. Tlie 
mechanical resources of tlle Plaza Foulltain itself are such as 
to supply a delivery of water snficient to properly secure a dis- 
1)li~y eqnal to, if not surpassing, any public fountain now con- 
structed. 

PEDESTRIAN CONCOURSE. 

The unfinislied details of xvorli pe~taininq to the stone work, 
water walls, coping, miling, small follntsins arid flower basins 
were completed in 1874. This work included the unfinished 
work provided for by c:oritracts of the previous year. 

CONCERT GROVE OPEN SHELTER. 

The large open shelter facing tlie restaurant was completed in 
1874. Tl~ i s  structure is in the form of an irregular octagon in 
plair, SO feet long and 40 feet wide, and is constructed of iron 
and wood, wit11 stone tile flooring, e~lclosetl with iron railing, in 
wllicl~ snitahle ope~~ings  hxve heen left for aecess to the tables 
ant1 cliairs within. It a8ords pleasant and convenient facilities 
for taking outdoor refreshments diirii~g the fine weather of the 

r 1 year. l l le  origirlal design of t11e Pedestrian Concourse contem- 
plated provisions for the comfort able assembling of carriages and 
pedestrians at a caentt~al arid accessible portion of tlie Park ;  arid the 
combinations of' rich stone work and other architectural features, 
with the elerne~itb of landscape art, in wl~ich the cultivation of 

I, 
flowers f i rm a pl-urninent feature, are calculated to make 
this a ver.y attractive neigh!jorliood. These arrangements have 
been completed and seem to EiBre met in an ample manner the 
pur!)oses for which they were designed. AB natural and proper 
sequence to tltis work, provisions have been made for the accorn- 
modation of musicians, it being corltemplatecl to provide, at some 
future tirne, in this part of the Parli, open air concerts in a loca- 
tion where t11c.y may he most conveniently er>joged by all classes 
of risitors. Here it i h  designed to overcome r~~anyof  the difficul- 





ties universally existing in outdoor concerts, and to secure 
to people in carriages and pedestriar~e alike all the advantages 
desired. The circuit drive of the Park follows the line of the 
contignous lake, bordering the open area or concourse of nearly five 
acres, all parts of which are open to drivers and riders, while a I 

smaller carriage concourse is situated on the hill north and west 
of the grcve. 

North of the principal carriage concourse, and forn~ing a 
souther11 portion of the grove, :& space is especially designed for a 
promenade on foot. This is planted with plane trees (platanus 
orientalis), no\v in a veTy thrifty condition of growth, and these, 
toqether with the aid of a series of awnings picturesquely arranged, 
it 1s believed, will aEord a suflicient protec.tion from the heat and 
sun during the warmer months of summer. Additional facilities 
in this respect will be provided, and natural aid will result from 
the growth of trees on the bordering high ground. 

At present the ordinary attractions of the Pedestrian Con- 
course, together with the success of the floral displays: which 
have been accomplished at comparatively small cost, already 
r n a b  thid one of the most attractive neighbol-hoods of the Park. 
For the present, t11e concerts are provided at a point familiar to 
all, easy of access, and with such acceptance to the public that 
the Commissioners, in view of their limited financial resources, 
feel jlrstified in cor~tirlnir~g ite temporary use. 

CARROUSEL. 

A Carrousel has been constructed for the use of children, and 
appropriately located on the playground near the main entrance 
of the Park. This building was completed in the summer of' 
1874, and opened for use in the early part of July ; the building 
is octagonal in form, forty-five feet in diameter, and contains 
twenty four mechanical horses and four coaches. The machinery, 
which is worked by horse power, comrnunicates the motion to 
a central shaft twenty-seven feet in height, properly supported 
from the foundation in the cellar, and extending to the roof in 
the building. To this shaft 14 radial arms are securely attaclied, 
from which are suspended the horses and carriages. 

This structure is designed for and used principally by the 
children of the community, to whom i t  offers many attrac- 
tions. The Commissioners have always approved the introtlnc- 
tion of features of this character whicll have secured popular ap- 
proval elsewhere, and against which no possible objection can be 



reasonably urged. Indeed the extent and variet.y of this dass of 
amusements to whicli the public grounds in European countries 
are :tppropriated would surprise many wlio have riot familiarized 
themselves with the po1ic.y universally adopted abroad of re- 
sponding to the demand for facilities for outdoor recreation, in 
wliich are included eve<y device and contrivanae that skill and in- 
genuity for healthful and innocent pleasure can contrive. 

The popularity of this device justifies the recommendatiori 
that a similar constroction be provided for at an early date in the 
West Woods, now the favorite resort for pic.nics for our citizens, 
and one of the most continuously frequented portions of the Park. 

CAMERA OBSCURA. I 

At a later date permission was given to erect a small building 
suit:lble for the exhibition, in a somewhat novel form, in this 
country, at least, of the camera obscnra. The building is con- 
structed with the purpose of securing a dark 'chamber conver~ient 
of access for visitors, and is located in this case, to con~rnand a 
view within a limited range, of prominent and attractive portions 
of the landscape a r ~ d  the lake. A powerful lens is placeci'in a 
box on the xpcx of the building, so arranged as to revolve through 
a circle. B.y this means all objects coming within the field of the 
lens are thrown on a polished mirror set on an angle of 45", and 
reflects upon a circular table of some five feet in diameter, pro- 
vided with a clean white surfhce. Thus a picture is presented 
which is not only a photographic reproductiorl of the particular 
view witlii~l the field of the lens at the tilne, but producing in 
wonderful b e a ~ ~ t v  the colors and characteristics of the foliage. the 

0 ' 

flowers and the llouds and the movements of passinq objects such 
as looats on tlie lake, carriages on the Drive, tic. The silnylicity 
of the arrangement, the novelty of the exhibitiori and the beauty 
of the pictures wliich pass in rapid panorarrlic succession afford 
instruction and entertainment and attract R great many visitors. 

Of the remaining construction work in Prospect Park, for which 
appropriations have been especially provided, is tlie greenhouse, 
built in 1875, at iz cost of $S,307.41. The utility of this structure 
has been demonstr~ted by the fact that we have already bee11 en- 
abled to furnish, by propagation of new plants and the care of 
old ones, a snpp1,y aggregating annllally in ample varieties from 
thirty to fiftv thousand ulants. sufficient for all the narks in the 
city for the past five seisons, at a cost of less than one-third of 
the market price of the plants themselves. Indeed had the 



Commiesioners in these later years been compelled to parchase 
its supply of plants, they would not have been able to f~xrnish, j11 

such qnantities, foliage plants and flowers which, in their variety 
and novelty of arrangement, have formed such conspicuous attrac- 
tions in the Park. 

WILLINK ENTRANCE. 

In  1876 the Willink entrance approach was sl~bstantially com- 
pleted at a very reasonable cost by special appropriation, for the 
converlience of a very large number of our Eastern District 
citizens. who found it a desirable means of approach to tlie Park. 

The Commissioners, in view of the fact, long known to them, 
that nearly as many pedestrians enter at this point daring the 
slimmer season as at the main entrance, liad for sorne time felt it 
to  he their duty to rnalie sorne adequate provision to meet this 
public reqnirenient. Tile completion of this work affords mnch 
satisfaction to tiiousands of our citizens *and gave prorninehce to 
tht: fact of tlie very general use of' the Park made by the resi- 
dents of the eastern part of tile city. I t s  cost was $5,922.55. 

SKATING SHELTER. 

In  the latter part of the fall (November) it was found necekary 
to make additional provision fbr skating and, other ice sports, 
a~nusements which had become very popular pastimes on the 
Park lakes during tho winter season. 

The existing and very temporary accotrirnodatiou was found to 
he no longer eylial to meet the public necessities in this particular. 
The material which had been used in the building for several 
successive seasons needed to be replaed, and extensive repairs to 
the boat platform and foundations were also found to be 
neccssar,y. 

The Commissioners therefore decided to make the needed re- 
pairs, and to erect a new building, ~vhicll ehould fur1lis11 the re- 
quired acoornrnodation, arrd the work was entered upon and 
completed at  a cost of $10,975.47, in time for continued use 
tlironghont the prolonged skating season of the winter of 1876. 
'l'he details o f  cur~strnctior: of tliis building were so arranged in 
its mkn  f'eatures as to rneet all the requirements of a permarlent 
structure, affording a~nple accommodation to the public as a 
~ka t ing  liouse in winter. At the earne time, it was planned with 
a view to its use as a shelter in summer by the large number of 
visitors who assemble at this busy part of the lake, and who 



avail tliemselves of the grateful shade and convenient seats, which 
form its principal attrictions. 'This change is brought about by 
removing in summer, the partitions and counters and enclosing 
panels, which made it an enclosed building for winter use, and 
which, when removed, transform it into an open shelter in sum- 
mer. The \vomen's rooln alone forrns a permanent apartment 
and is kept open and used throughout tlie year. 

PICNIC WOOD SHELTER. 

The accessibility of the West IT-oods, by which name is deeig- 
natal  tlie wooded area that skirts tile Long Meadow on the N i r ~ t l ~  
avenue side of the Park, and its peculiar fitness for the purpose 
1l.1, rrlade i t  a very acceptable ],lace of resort in summer. In con- 
rlection with this there has natnr:illv resulted a dernand for a 
b~~il(lillg ,r~liich should combine certain conreniences, such as 
sl~elter in case of sudden storms, proper accommodation for 
attendance upon sick or injured persons, togetller with needed 
waiting and baggage roorns, closets, &c. The Commissioners 
accordingly prepared plans and subsequently constructed a snita- 
ble building during the winter and spring of 1876-7, fronl moneys 
provided for the purpose by the authorities. It is located at a 
central point in the woods and is available for use not only for 
the great number of people who congregate in this portion of the 
Park, but for those visitors who come in carriages as well, the 
West Drive passing within a few hundred feet of the building. 
Tliis structure is of wood, upon a brick foundation and covers 
an area 91,1 feet in length by 60+ in width. T l ~ e  building proper 
is 54+ feet by 28 feet, and is surrounded on all sides by broad 
piazzas 184 feet w'ide, with overhanging roof. Tliese; in addition 
to the acco~nmodation afforded by the interior rooms of the build- 
ing for shelter in bad weather, slxppljr ample protection in cases 
of sudden storms or other emergencies. Tlle picnic shelter and 
its appurtenances cost $9,916.54. The superficial area of these 
piazzas is equal to 4,500 square feet. The building contains 'a 
public room in which the purvejror is permitted to sell the lighter 
refreshments, under proper restrications, and, at either -end, 
accommodations in the way of c~losets, w~isllroom, &c., are pro- 
vided respectively for the sexes. 

Like other needed structures npon the Park, which experience 
demonstrates have never exceeded in accornrrlodation the demands 
of the public, the picnic shelter affords a class of accornmod a t' ion 







which should be and must he more liberally arranged for, if i t  is 
pmposed to meet the requirements in this important particular. 
The bnilding a t  present serves a rrlost useful purpose, and fur- 
nishes all that conld possibly be eecurcd within tlle limited expen- 
diture to which the (:ommissioners llave been restricted. 

THE POET hf00RE. 

In  the month of May last there was erected on the Park, uilder 
the auspices and at tbe exponse of tllf: St. 1'atri(:k7s Socaiety of 
this city, a substantial ir~emorial to the poet Moore, consisting of 
an elallorate pedestal of gr:tnite and a bust of bronze by the 
sculptor ~ r a d d j ,  very ~ l a p ~ ~ i i l ~  reprebenting the subject at rnA-age 
of his life. 

On the 28121 of the same rnontll, being the centennial anniver- 
sary of the poet, the memorial was ~lriveiled with appropriate 
ceremonies, in which marly jlrotniner~t citizens particilliltdd. The  
presentation was made to the Park Cornmissioners by IIon. 
Thornas Kinsella, President of St.  Patrick's Bocioty, and was tbr- 
rnally accepted, on behalf of the Park Cornn~issioners, by the Hon. 
6. s. T. Stranahnn. An oration was also delivered by Mr. C. W. , 
Brool<e of New York, and an original poeni was read by Mr. 
Andrew McLean. The bust and pedestal occupies a site upon 
one of the turfed spaces n,ithin tlre Pedestrian Concourse, and is 
most eligihly and appropriately located. I t  is readily accessible 
to visitom on foot and in carriages, to whom the " counterfeit 
presentment," in enduring bronze, of the author of tlre "Songs 
of Ireland" and '' Lalln Roolill " will be an added attraction to 
this cliarrning spot. 

Tlie principal mechanical work during the last two years has 
ljeen confined milirily to t11e repairs which, fkom tirne to time 
have beer] fmnd necessary upon the bnildings, bridges, smi~mer 
houses, boat landings, seats, fences, &c. 'E'he record of' new 
work, as ,will he seen, is necessarily a limited one and the ex- 
penditure involved comparatively trifling. T l ~ e  new structures 
p>irticnlarly, have been provided in response to n clearly defined 
demand which has grou-11 out of the more general nse of the 
Park. 

As intimately connected with the general work of construction, 
a review of which during tlie past five years is contained in tlie 
preceding pages, irluy be enumerated several of the more import- 
ant features contemplated in tlie design of tlie Park for wiiicll no 
appropriations have as yet been provided. The  fact exists, and it 



is perhaps unfortunate that'it is so, that in these essential features 
the Park is still incomplete. If the unity and harmony of de- 
sign to which these works are essentially contributary were 
secured by their successful completion, the Illtimate question of 
the future substantial enclosnre of the Yark, while now desirable 
and which solne day will be necessary, mag be further postponed. 

The details of the work to wllicll reference is here made may 
be enumerated as follows : 

First-The completion of the large bridge connecting the 
central drive across the inner arm of the lake near the prrsent 
temporarf bridge at  the base of Lookout Ilill. T l~ i s  structure 
is intended to be an imposing and substantial one bat not neces- 
sarily elaborate or expensive in design. It will be required to 
span a stream and wail<, which combined are seventy feet in 
width. 

Second-Near this bridge, upon the high plateau to the right i t  
is conternplated to erect a hotel and refectory snitable to tile 
future needs of the Park. Tile sight is a cornulanding one, and 
overlooking the lake and Park below and extending over the 
intervening country is the ocean itself. 

Third-Another structnre has been contemplated, to be placed 
upon the site of the temporary bell tower, now removed, which 
formerly stood at the top of Loolcout Hill, the most commanding 
point of the Park. As an ohservatory, the appropriateness of 
which is conccded, the fine lookout includes within its range 
three large cities and two noble rivers on one hand, and tile 
series of old towr~s replete with historical interest and f'orming a 
delightful suburl)an outlook over a pleasing landscape, the New 
Pork  13aj7, Sandy Hook and t l ~ e  gateway to the Atlantic on the 
other. These naturally suggest and justif,y sqme provision of this 
character. The building itsglf should be an attractive one, and 
might include among its utilities a repository for meteoro1oe;ical 
apparatus and a systematic observatiorl of the natural phenomena 
arranged, fbr which a building, as proposed, would afford the 
necessary facilities. 

Fourth-A corisiderablc area of the Park, extending from the 
site of the proposed bnildir~g just described to the angle in the 
southerly boundary of the Park formed by the junction of the 
old Coney Island road and Fifteenth street and the contiguous 



area, upon tvliich but little work has been done, will require to be 
brought under a more extensive cultivatioa; the roads and walks 
extended througli them, and the surfaces adjusted t o  conform to 
the adjacent completed portions of the Park. 

On the principal portion of these grour~ds are located n series 
of buildings which came into the possession of the Corn~riissioners 
with the l m d  upon which the,y stand, and frorn the comrnemce- 
ment of operations in 1866 to the present time have been used 
for oaces, sl~ops and stables for tlie construction and mair~tenance 
force. No otlier expenditure has heen incurred on the Park for 
the purpose f ~ r  whiclr these bnildings were used except as may 
have grown out of tlie current necessities of the work. These 
buildings are now in a di1:~pidated and allrlost uninhabitable con- 
dition and in the adjnstrnen t of the area above referred to will 
properly disappear. Accommodation will then have to be pro- 
vided for similar purposes elsewhere, and a surn suficient to erect 
a bn i ld i~~g  for the perlnarlent offices, police station, shops and 
stables will become a necessary expenditure at an early day. 

Upon the larger of onr small parlts, in which tlie residents of 
the neighborhood are more particularly interested, there exists 
the need of additional provision for the public convenience, sue11 as 
on seieral occasions the Cornrnissioners have ineKectnally en- 
deavored to secure. Among the most important of these may be 
mentioned a building containing a waiting room for women and 
children, with closets, &c., and ~imilar  accommodations for males, 
together with an increased water supply. 

THE SMALL PARKS. 
WASl3INGTON O R  FORT G R E N N E  PARK. 

This Park covers ttrl  area of over thirty acres, comprisirig the 
most conspicuous and important of the smaller parks within the 
city, and lies in the midst of a well-developed and thickly-popu- 
lated i~eighborhood. With a varied topography, the principal 

, characteristic of which is its elevated plateau, rising considerably 
above the grade of the streets surrounding it, the Park commands 
many interesting view of the ciby, the East River, the lower bay, 
and altogether combines verg happily many of the most desirable 
features of a city recrearioti ground. I t  is an historic locality, 
and the record of events which have occurred in its neiglibor- 
hood and npori portioris of tlie area as well, will be found in tlie 
aunals of our struggles for liberty. These details aye especially 
familiar to our people, from the fact that the collection and col- 



lation of data, not ordinarily contained in the histor,y of the time, 
have been niade a matter of stncly and research by some of our 
pron~inent citizens. The account of the general design and im- 
provement of this ~\oi.l< rnay be found in our earlier reports. 
The Cornmissioners record the fact wirh satisfaction, that the Park i 

lias justified fully the expenditure of the money appropriated for 
its develop~~ient, and now affords a desirable, pieasant and healtli- 
ful resort for all residents of t!ie neighborl\ood to whom, as well 
as tlie surrounding property, tlie Park has specially proved in 
many ma,vs to he a great, benefit. 

'I'lie dets~ils of constrnction bince the last report are as fullows : 
The co~npletion of the enclosing :.walls :%long DeKalb avenne, 
from Cumberland street to t l ~ e  City Hospital grounds. The work 
coilsisted of a lieavy rubble 1n:isonry ~v;~11, with granite coping, 
similar in design to that portion of the wall previously built, and 
was satisfactorily finished by contract witli Xr. Jaines Ashfield of 
this city, at  a coht of $10,412.20. 

Tlie caompletion of the surfaces contiguous to the wall inside 
the Park, cornpr:sing the necessary iilling, sl~aping, soiling, seed- 
ing and planting was done by the Park force, as was also the 
grading of tlie street sidewalBs and the completion of the tree 
planting on the same. 

Within the past six years the suin of $9,101.18 has been set 
apart at  various tirnes by tlie Board of Estimate for the further 
iinprovement of the terraces, sal~nting battery, approach, &(:., - 
wliicli forrn a conspicuous featnre in t I ~ r  improvement at the 
nol~tliwestcrly angle of the i'ark, at tlie jnnct i~n  of Canton 
street and Tvlyrtle avenue. Part  of thjs was done in previous 
years, by wllicll was outlined aud defined the general character of 
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the work. A cousidcrable area of walk surfaces was covered with 
bitt~mino~ls cortcretr with good effect ancl at  a moderate cost, 

.t 
this class of material being very desirable for walk surfaces 
where the grades are steep arid c*l~arigeable. Other repairs found 
to be necessary fr(,in tirne to time were made, to different 
br:u~clies of the work. 

O n  tlie night of .J11ly 3, 1876, the centenary of the Indepen- 
dence of tlie United States was celebrated by an imposing pro- 
cession, attcnded with appropriate exercises, at  the site of the 
to~nl) of the AIartyrs of t l ~ e  Revolution. The ceremonies were par- 
ticipiited in bg leading citizens, and consisted of music, addresses, 
siliging and otlier patriotic deinonstrations. Ih r ing  the progress 
of these exercises resolutions laudatory of tlie brave deeds of 





the Martyrs were adopted, together with a proposition looliing to 
the completion of the unfinished tomb and monument, whicli 
would suitably commemorate the patriotism, bravery and suffer- 
ing of the Prison Ship Martyrs. 

In pursuance of the object of the passage of these resolntions, 
the Mnvor. the Honorable Frederick A. Schrijeder. ar~uointed a 
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Committee, consisting of twenty-five citizens, who were anthor- 
ized to memorialize Congress in hehalf of the cbject, and to take 
such other action in conjunction with the Congressional repre- 
sentatives of the county as they should deem necessary. 

I t  is occasion for regret that a sum could not be obtained 
c, 

sufficient to insare the completion of this work. and for the con- 
struction of the Martyrs7 memorial .cvitllout further delay. 

Allns:'on was made in a previous report to the Common Col~ncil 
of last year to an appropriation of $4,('00 for flagging the ex- 
terior sidewalks at Fort Greene. The work c.onsisted of bl~xe- 
stone flag, six feet in width, laid upon the walks around the ex- 
terior boundary of the Park, and was satisfactorily done by Mr. 
P. Lynom uP this city at the rate of 13+ cents per square foot. 

The steps, plstforn~a, battery walls, coping, &c., wl~ich com- 
prise the elements of' this walk were procured, by contract 
at various periods. The work was brought to completion in I878 
by the erection of the battery wall on the upper plateau; the 
necessary earthwork, foundatio~~s, grading, seeding arid planting, 
&c., of the contiguous surfaces were subsequently done by the 
Park force. I n  1875, six iron gates, flal~Bezl by coping railings 
of appropriate design, were erected at the several entrances to 
the Park, by the aid of' which the ordinances proscribing the use 
of the Park at night are more effectlxallv enforced. 

0 

Temporary buildings for the use of women and children, and 
for the keepers, wcre severally provided, and the supply of drink- 
ing hydrants was increased to a small extent. in order to accom- 
modate the children wllo frequent the Park in large numbers 
during the fine weather tl~ronghout the year. 

CITY PARK. 

'I'he material deterioration in value and character, of the prop- 
erty which forms the neigl~borhood surrounding City Park, 
clearly indicates the tendency which h t~s  prevailed during the 
several paet years to abandon i t  as  a desirable place of residence. 
Unimproved property continues to be idle and its use for blxsi- 
ness purposes, especially f ~ r  the manufacture and storage of bulky 



and coarse materials, is already foreshadowed. A considerable 
sum of money has been expended horn time to tirne upon the 
Cit-y Park with a view to maintain it in a condition whicll, in the 
judgment of the Commissioners, was warranted by the circum- 
stances. The plan of the work was remodelled, walks re-graded 
aad surfaced accordingly, and the turf spaczs resoiled and seeded ; 
old, dead and ui~sightlj  trees re~noved and replaced by numbers 
of young and thrifty stock of choice varieties ; tlie eridobing fence 
and gateways were repaired and every effort made to preserve 
the Park for legitimate purposes. The ordinances of the (:om- 
missioners have-been disregarded, the city autliorities even defied, 
and every species of property arnenable to destruction have, 
from time to tirne, been subjected to wanton and pelbsistent abuse. 
The iron gates which at night were closed and interposed as a 
bar to the imurouer use of the Park. so much comnlained of iu 
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fbrmer years, have been broken or violently wrenched off' the 
hinges, in the necessary absnnce of the police. This conditiorl 
of things has led the Co~nrnissioners to co~~sider  the ques t i~n  of 
appropriating this area to otlier and more useft11 pnlposes, and to 
reiterate their suggestion contained in former reports of derotirlg 
the Park to the use c,f a public market. In  support of this rec- 
ornmendatioh a still further arid cogent reasoil may be found in 
the fact that Washington Park or Fort Greene, it would seem to 
the Commissioners, entirely supersedes the necessity for the City 
Park for all essential purposes and advantages. I t  is more 
desirably located, is ample in area, with greater justification and 
for possibilities of e~nbellisl~merit, and is every way sufficient 
as a reweation ground for the present and fnture needs of that 
portion of the city. A caref~il consideration of this recommen- 
dation would lend our thinking citizens to agree with the Com- 
rn~ssioners in the estimate of value to be placed upon a con- 
venient and commodions public marLet upon the present site 
of City Park. Tliis location is well suited thr the purposes indi- 
cated, the facilities of approach and communication are slxcll as to 
add to its resources and render it i r ~  many desirable respecls a 
successful competitor for a large share ot tlie business which, for 
want of iust such conveniences. is carried across the river to New 
York. N; other reason than th$t the facilities do not now exist pre- 
vents Brooklyn, to-day, from beir~g the market of muci~ of the 
varied supply of farm products of Long Island. which not only 
includes a considerable share of cereals, but hundreds of thousands 
of dollars' wort11 of vegetables, milk, eggs, poultry, &c. With 



direct railroad communication, to be easily arranged for with 
all parts of the island, and with New York as well, it is possible, 
in the judgment of the Commissioners, to secure to Brooklyn a 
profitable and extended business in this important direction. 
Already tllc authorities of New Yorli are called upor1 to meet 
a very perplexing question in connection with the demand 
of the sellers of prodnce of all ltinds,kor suitable spice for the 
disp1a.y and sale of tlreir geocls arld supplies. I t  is donbtfal 
whether, within the wh file limits of the city, there can be provi- 
ded sach acc.omrnoddtion \vllich for convenience car1 compare 
favorably with those whicl~ City Park may be reasor~ahly looked to, 
to afford. The propoaitior~ to appropriate it to sncl~ nse has received 
much consideration from this Board and has rnet with the apprl)val 
of many of our most sagacions citizens. T l ~ e  corrlmonest precepts 
of municipal economy shollld lead 113 to regard such a use of pub- 
lic property as a verg; appropriate one, the results of which can- 
not fail to open up new and fertile resources of business and rev- 
enue to the cornmar~ity. 

CARROLL PARK. 

No new work has been done upon this Park during the period 
' covered by this report. 

TOMPKINS PARK. 

No work has been done upon this Park since its c.orrtpletion 
except to the extent of erecting :L small bnilding of bricli and 
wood, containing water-closets and other conveniences for the 
p~d)lic use, and a general repair of the encioeing fence, which was 
remodelled out of the old material and reduced in height. Dur- 
the centennial year a large flag-staff was erected by the Park Com- 
missioners in order to rnake use of a large American ensign which 
had been uresented to the Commissioners bv patriotic citizens " L 

residing in the neighborhood. 
I n  the fall of the sarne year, maple trees were planted arid 

boxed on the exterior siaewalks of the Park. 
A small triangnlar area, caontaining about one-tenth of an acre, 

located at the j~lnction of Broadway, Throop avenue and Gwin- 
nett streets, in the Eastern District, was inlproved by tlle Com- 
missioners with Inorley ($4,000) specially appropriated by the 
Cornlnon Council for tile purpode. The work consisted of re- 
grading, sodding and planting the interior space, the erection of 
an ornamental iron fence and larnp posts and the plarlting and 
boxing of shade trees on the exterior sidewalks. 



CITY HALL PARK. 

This area, tl~ougll nominally nncler the jurisdiction of t11e Park 
Corn~~~issionel*~, has for several peasons occupied the attention of 
the Con~morl Conncil, under whose direction the Board of City 
Vi7orl<s have carried out in a modified and not altogether satisfac- 
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tory form, a series of tdteptions, from which it must be conceded, 
the general pnblic have derlved advantage. 

MAINTENANCE AND THE PUBLIC USE OF THE PARKS, kc. 

As sustaining the abject and airn for which the parks were 
established, the subject of maintenance is the most important 
\vhich the Coa~missioners, mlder the existjxlg state of things, has 
to cdonsider, a n d  they are constrained at the oatset, to dwell 11pon 
ti!e cmbarrassnlents under which tliey labor. They feel this not 
less kconly from the tact that they are snpposed to possess an 
intimate knowledge ot' the requirements of tlle irnportar~t works 
under their care, and for which they are held responsible. 

I t  will be generally concedetl that no work of constrr~ction for 
permanent public use can 1)e brought to a stage of completion 
tlli~t will not need, from that moment, a wise, contimxous expendi- 
ture for its maintenance and preservation. This applies wit11 
double force to a work so complex in character as our park, 
whose natnrt~l features rnust be maintained in their integrity, re- 
quiring the exercise of careful discri~n:nation and taste in the 
selection of the various utilities that, in the jndgment of the Com- 
missioners, may be best adapted to popular convenience and pleas- 
ure. 

The growing popularity of Prospect 1';tl.k wit11 all classes of 
citizens, while affording the utn~ost satisfaction to the Corn- 
missioners, has entailed constarit and inc.reasing responsibilities. 
I t  rnust I)e obvious that wit11 the incre;wed use of tlle Parli, arld 
conseqaently, the rr~ore rapid wearing ont of its nu~nerous im- 
provements, and the reqairemept at some points of enlarged 
conveniences to meet a public dernand, tliere is great need that 
the approprintion for maintenance should Oe incareased. Take for 
example a r0adwa.y over which one hundred vehicles puss In a 
day, i t  requires constantly a certain alr~ount of expense to pre- 
serve it. Increase the number to five Ilnndt-ed, and it is entirely 
plain that the cost of maintenance, to keep it in proper order, will 
be greater for tlle same length of time. Whe'n this reasoning is 
applied to all the appointments of the Barks that are being ' 

subjected to an an nu all^ i l w a s i n g  use, the inferences are too 
plain to need extended notice. 



Central Park with entirely different topograpliy, rna~ly inl- 
provemerits not corresponding in usefl~lness to those in this 
citg, and subjected to more restrictive regulations, has bee11 the 
only available public pleasnre resort, the management of wl~ich 
was likely to offer suggestions as to intelligent maintenance ; arid 
this has aflorded but :L lirnlted Geld for nseful hints. Our Park 
is much' better calculated, in  its resources for popular enjoyment, 
than Central Park, to give general s;ttisf!~ction to oar citizens, 
and the riovel and varied ilnprovernents wbicl-1 llave followed 
upon its public: use have necessitated an extent and variety of ex- 
penditure not (:omternplated in the original schelne of' mainten- 
ance. A t  this point, tl~crefore, tlle Coninlissior~ers feel i t  in- 
cumbent upon them to seek to itnpress the fact npon the rninds of 

- the people of Brooklp,  that wl~ile, for a given amount of lnotie.7, 
i t  would be entirely just to expect a larger return in labor or 
material at this time as against a period of live or ten years agq, 
during which both labor and rnaterial were abno~.mally high, lt 
must be borne in mind that the provisions for nlaintaining the 
parks, which were sufficient five or ten jears ago, are ,lot 
adequate now, for the fbllowing reasons : At the tinw when ar- 
rangements for R separate maintenance fund we:.e first made, the 
Park roads, walks and structures, together the meadows a ~ ~ d  
plantations, had just been completed and thrown open to public 
use, and w r a  in sucli condition as to be best fitted for that use, 
which in itself was not nearly so general as at the present time. 
r 3  lheretore, while the worlc of restoration and repair was compara- 
tively small, the expenditure met all reasonable requirements, 
and satisf:i\ctorily mairltairled the finished portions of the work. 

Our drives and other thoronghf'ares have since been subjected 
to a constant use. and the verv limited amount of labor and 
material which we have been enahled to provide for their main- 
tenance have not beell safficient to restore or keep them lip, to 
the condition of their original construction, nor to preserve them 
in such a way as to make them cor~ducive in the highest degree 
to the pleasure and comfort of those who nse them. The Com- 
missioners, with the liveliest interest in all that pertains to the 
welfare of their owrj city, have regarded it as their highest dat,y 
to conserve t h o ~ e  means whicli would be likely to encourage and 
develop a taste for outdoor recreation and a habit of frequent 
resort to the parks. Ir~adeq~lately supplied ~vith rneans sutficient 
to aecomplisl~ all that might in times of greater business pros- 
perity be reasonal.lly demanded for perfect maintenance, they 



have sought to make the most economio use of the resources 
placed at their disposal. The Co~i~missioners assume that a jndi- 
cious admir~istration of their functions will be best appreciated in 
utilizing the means a; their corn t~~ar~d in a m:tnner best calculated 
to develop the use of the parks in tlieir largest sense. Prospect 
Park alone not only reqnlres a large anloui)t of care, which is 
not noted by the casual observer, but its visible features demand 
constant supervision, and are oftentinles so exacting and perplexing 
as to justitjr and impose great responsibility. The underground 
work, such as the drainage and water supply, is of the first im- 
portance, entailing unceasing vigilailce and unremitting care. 
A similar necessity arises wit11 the bnildings, bridges and other 
structures, the roads and walks, tlie broad acres of turf and 
plantations and the water areas. 

Perl~aps no single element of pa1.1. design invites sucl~ direct 
and frequent observation and criticism as the roads, and no 
features are more liliely to derr~and more constant and consider- 
able expenditure, as wit11 each season the nurnt)er of citizens 
increases who avail tl~ernselves of the opyortur~ity \vliic.h the Park 
and connecting drives afford for pleasure driving. It seerrls but 
a short time since there was but little of such driving in Brooklyn, 
and tile large number, arid varied character of the equipages 
which now th r~ r ig  the Park in gay procession was scarcely to be 
foreshadowed. I t  will not he many years before the, oatstretch- 
ing city will have destroyed many of the rural charms of the 
subnrban districts, and the inevitable crlcroachmer~ts will so en- 
hance the value of the drives already secured to the people of 
Brooklyn that they will be looked upon as affording advantages 
which cannot be dispensed with. It is quite evident to the Com- 
missioners that a large part of the expenditure in the future rr~ust 
of necessity pertain to the restoration of the roads. i t  must be 
borne in miud that a system of' roads designed alrriost exclusively 
for pleasure riding, entail not only responsible engineering, such 
as is given to the construction of any other p rope r l~  built work, 
but requires, in addition, a more cor~btant snpervislon, and the 
maintenance of a compact and even surface, without which they 
cease to afford that degree of cornfort and pleasure which is 
desirable and expected frotn them. The r:omtr~issior~ers have not 
been able to expend in labor arrd material as much as ought to be 
devoted to this branch of the work, a r ~ d  until the surfaces can be 
substantially restored to a condition corresporlding measurably 
to that of the original construction, they will continue to prove 



more or less unsatisfactory and meet with adverse criticism. 
W e  have been reasonably successful in meeting the demands of 
the uublic: we liave been fortunate in our resources. and in the 
advlntages' afforded by the observation of other works which 
have enabled us to improve upon glans and methods of con- 
struction, and in many instances to sclbstitnte others whicli have 
resulted in great economy in first cost ; bnt our operations and 
progress in the future, while they must properly 1)e guided by the 
same consideration of economy, must be measured in their extent 
and variety by the nioney which shall be placed at our disposal 
lor judicious disbursements, in their accomplishment. 

No large community capable of managing its municipal affairs 
can be blinded by narrow-sighted frugality as to disregard the 
claims of a great recreation ground as among the most powerful 
and economical influtnces for improving its moral and physical 
status. I n  a large city tlle majority of whose inhabitants reinain 
within its limits throughout the year, and only the few compara- 
tively rnore fortnn:~te than the rest, are able to seek enjoyment 
and repose in the country, the provision and maintenance of the 
parks in their amplest resonrces shonld be a conceded necessity. 
'Phe money expended in the construction and required in the 
care of these mast, in the nature of things, be an outlay sirnilar in 
its operation to t l~a t  wlrich prompts intelligent individuals to seek 
for thernselves such measures of recreation arid mental and 
bodily relaxation as are likely to conserve the health arid energies 
of the system and enable them to best enjoy life. To thonght- 
lessly characterize i t  as an expensive luxury to be dispensed wit11 
without sacrifice, or to say that its benefits are alone attainable 
by a privileged class, is to ignore the Old World experience and 
the result of observation bnd study of onr best thinkers. The  
parks are riot alorie for the pleasure of the masses of our popu- 
lation ; bnt are calcnlated to enhance health and comfort. Con- 
sidered in their sanitary aspects alone, they unquestionably rank 
among the greatest conservators of public welfare and therefore 
public econornr. They offer, in the aggregate, attractions that are 
found elsewhere in piecemeal, arid often in questionable resorts; 
they are divested of all meretricicus associations or exposure to 
immoral or physical dangers, They are fiee and refreshing, 
while similar attractions in detail presented elsewhere are expen- 
sive, or leave the visitor under a painful sense of obligation which 
oftentimes he is not in a. position to discharge, and which if he 
does discharge he feels the worse tor. 



Whether c~nsidered in their individual or collective uses, the 
parks are great moral and intellect~lal educators and conduce to 
tlie pexce and prosperity of every citizen. I t  is a significant fact 
to be noted that, on holidays or other occasions when thousands 
of people nlingle there with each other, arrests for infractiou~ of the 
peace are very rarely necessarjl. Onr parks for these and many 
other reasons that might be urged, are in tllemselves sources of 
health and prosperity to the people, whose ralne cannot be yrop- 
erly estimated witllout due weight being given to these features 
of the question. Their cost mid maintenance in such a com- 
parison sinlis into insignificance. 

France and Germany have their public parks and gardens ; and 
the great city of London, with its dense population, conimands 
over 6,000 acres of pnblic grounds for general use. 

Wliile the rn4,re recent embellishments of these grounds may 
be open to criticism, yet aided by their wonderfully pict~lresque 
road system, thro~rghout the rural districts of the kingdom, they 
accomplisl~ more for the preservation of health of the people than 
they have ever been given credit for, in rendering habitable 
large scctior~s of once ugly, gloo~ny portions of the older city. 
The suggestions afforded by oobservatiorl of tlis parks of the Old 
World are valuable to us so far as it is possible to make an eco- 
nomical adaptation of them to tlie coalnopolitan population and cus- 
toms of the new ; and of these sugsestions, none is of more com- 
manding import;lnce and interest than their eystern of roadways. 
Whether regarded from an astl~etic. or from a utilitarian point of 
view, their proper constrnction and maintenance are justly held 
to be of prilnary neressity. 

I t  is not deemed cevessary to enter in detail 11po1i the reasons 
wllg our park thoroughfi~rcs and str~ictnres should be kept up to 

* a corresponding grade of excellence. They need complete reno- 
vation, and delay in tllia important detail of work wolild in the 
judgment of the Park Co~rn~issioners be nnwise economy. The 
thorough renewal of the Park surfaces would now after nearly 
twclve years continuone use necessitate specid expenditure. 

The liberal provisions afirbrded bp the constrtrction of theocean 
Parkway, the increase cf patronage, and the greater freedom yer- 
mitted in the speed of horses, have in sorne respects changed the 
character of the use of a portion of the Park drives. In  the 
original design, it was conten~p1:rted that the series of lanes which 
pass through tlie East Wood wnuld divide travel and divert it, 
in part, from the main road, frorn Baltic Pass to tlie south, and 



concentrate i t  again in the main drive beyond. The object in- 
tended was to invite the use of this wooded area as one of the 
attractive features in the circuit, but the American characteris- 
tic of taking the shortest road between two points has here 
ignored zestlietic considerations and asserted itself, indicating 
wliat would seen] to be a desirable improvement, viz., the widen- 
ing of this portion of the main drive for the greater convenience 
and safety of visitors. For this reason, tlie greater width of a 
tl~oroughfarc-drive at this point becomes a necessity. 

I t  is very gratifying to record the fact, tliat the number of eqnes- 
trian visitors is increasing each year, indicating- a growing love 
for this lienltllful and exhilarating exercise. Tlie proper man- 
agement of a bridle road involves expense and care, and the 
demands npon our attention in this particular are likely to in- 
crease with the marked popularity of the Park in the respect to 
which we have just alluded. Our walks, the treatment of which 
has, for like reasons, corresponded to that of the roads, require 
a sirrlilar general repair. 

There exists at this time a most pressing necessity for an ex- 
terlsive readjustment and modificatior~ of our plant:itions, which, 
in the nllmber and extent of choice varieties, comprises a collec- 
tion of evergreen and deciduous rllaterial of distinguished charac- 
ter which only the most reckless disregard of the critical conditior~ 
which the trees and shrnhs, every~vliere forming tlie essence and 
spirit of Iandsca!~e attractions, havc now reached, for want of 
ineans necessary to care for them, can account for the hilure to 
heed t,he reqnest and warning of the Colnrnissioners in this 
particular. 

Several partially completed portions of the Park lack the force 
and character wl~ich a proper system of planting alorie can supply. 
I n  the finished areas, however, s large number of trees and shrub8 
have reached such a condition of growth as to make it necessary 
to remove rriany of thern. This is necessary, not only for the pnr- 
pose of preserving the harmony in composition, hut to secure a 
valuable stock of plants at a stage of developrnerit most desirable 
for use in connection with new work and which had been origi- 
nally planted with a view to secure an early effective display with 
the view ultimately of utilizing many of them in the manner and 
for the purposes above suggested. 

Our lakes and water-courses, which form so desirable a part of 
well-balanced park design, entail upon us a due sllare of respon- 
sibility. The main lake, which covers an ares of over 50 acres, 



offers unusual facilities for ice and water sports, and the untram- 
melled use permitted has developed a taste for certain aquatic 
amusements which, it is believed, is peculiar to Brooklyn. 

The supply for a lake of such dimensions is derived from the 
following sources : 

First-The natural rainfall due to the area covered by the 
lake and water-courses of the Park. 

Second-The surface drainage of a large circurnjibcent area 
flowing directly into the lalie over turf, and other surfaces, and 
intercepted by suitable silt basins along the line, so that 'all dele- 
terious matter is arrested and removed from time to time. 

Third-The direct s u p p l ~  from the Park well. 

The depth of the lake averages about 63 feet, and the tem- 
perature of the water bas never been known to reach a point 
at which the poisonous gases, tlie hnsis of malarial troubles, are 
generated by decomposition of vegetable matter, whose growth is 
superinduced in shallow water of a higher temperature. 

The capacity of the well is such as to eriable us to supply, a t  
frequent intervals, large volumes of pure water at low temperature ; 
this, with the aid of natural agents, as evaporiltion for example, 
which, for a period of twenty-four hours, in summer, wiB eq~ial 
nearly 500,000 gallons of water, the disturbance of the surface 
by the winds to which this area is peculiarly sul~ject, the passage 
of boats and the niovernerits of water-fowl, affords every reason 
to believe that at no time since the completion of tlie Park has 
the lalie caused tlie propagation or preva1enc.e of rnalarial diseases. 
On the other hand, the very thorougl~ system of underground 

,drainage in operation on the Park has relieved the large area to 
such an extent as to offer no material occasion for alarm in this 
particular. 

The Kings County Medical Society, several pears since, 
through a corr~mittee of physicians appointed to consider the 
general subject of drainage in the city and vicinity, specially 
examined tlie drainage system of the Yark, and cited it in their 
reports as an example of tlie best results attending a well-devised 
plan of surface and sribsoil drainage. 

Some anxiety has been expressed as to the appearance of por- 
tions of the lake in summer, where there has been an accumula- 
tion of vegetable matter, and much careless criticism has been 
made by people who are riot acyuairited with its real causes. 



Any thoughtful observer of the varying condition of water stored 
in reservoirs arid artificaial lalres, and also in natural waters, will 
rerrlembcr to have seen tlie development of a sirrliliar formation 
at tlle beginning of snrniner, when the waters contain a flavor 
and odor lilrer~ed to a fishy taste and smell. iZ tliorough investi- . 
gation, attended with careful analysis, has tlisclosed the fact that 
this condition is brought about by a harrnless chemical change in 
organic matter, chiefly a growth of a low species of vegetation. 
This produces in a very natural way a class of aquatic forms of 
life, themselves agents of -purification. While to some extent 
their existence may t.ornetimes be disagreeable to sight and smell, 
there has heen no proof adduced get that tlle presence of such 
matter, not peculiar to out. lxlrev at this period, is productive of 
injury to health, niore especially alone, do we helieve this tc! be 
the case frorn the fact that our lake is singrllwrly free from any 
deleteriolis growths, and it is not made the receptacle of any of 
the filth, accumulated in ally portions of the Pilrk, which is 
~pecia1l.y cared for and disposed of in such a rnarlner as to pre- 
clude the possibility of danger or annoyance. 

Our water service is qnite as elaborate in its systern al~tl  rami- 
fications as would be that required to snpply a town of 20,000 
inllabitants. Special reference to our warer supply is made else- 
where in this report. 

PUBLIC USE O F  THE PARKSr 

The  homoqeneous character of ornr people heretofore alluded 
to, and the absence of transient poy,ulation ordinarily coinmon to 
a large citp, here operate to secure to all classes of citizens free- 
dom from marly restrictions which, in other cities, it is found 
necessary to impose upon those who visit tlie parka. The adapt-, 
ability of a considerable portiol~ of its area for the entertainment 
of masses of people, r~atl~rally suggested to the Commissioners 
the most liberal construction in the provisions established for 
governing the nse of tlle Park, and it  is with no small degree of 
pride that they viey the varied derriaiids for popular recreation to 
which the resources of the Park so happily respond. 

I t  is almost witliin the rnemory of o ~ l r  youth. that the Ameri- 
can people have developed a desire for field sports, silfliciently 
strong to be regarded as in ally sense a popular demaud. While 
there has been at a11 times an abundant surplus in the energies of 
the people, that, rightly directed, would find agrt:eable and 
healthful recreation in systematic pastimes and athletic enjoy- 



ments, f~lrnished on land and water, it required the fixed destiny 
of at1 unfcltlir~g civilization to bring us to t l ~ a t  era. Tlle denland 
for pleasures of t11is character is not confined to one sex, nor to 
the age of childhood or youth i~l!,ne. I t  is not born of a caprice 
or a whirn, but is the expression of a p ~ p n l a r  thought. Its whole- 
some grstific:ttio~l gives additional health, vigor and grace to our 
yalung people, and ter~ds to syste~natize the social life of the com- 
munity. To  rneet this growing and laudable sentiment, the pur- 
poses for w h i d ~  the Park was intended, have in a sense been 
modified ar~d adapted to new exigencies. 

The rules adopted by the Commissioners, were prepared with a . 
view of giving each individual, the 1:trgest l>ersonal liberty and 
er~joynlent consistent witli the proper preservation of tile Piwk. 

Our beautiful turf arid wooded areas, as well as our walks and 
roadways, liave been ofiered for use to the public witli the least 
rc.-trict~orj, ~ L I I L ~  a11 tlie better class of field sports have fo~lrld 
rc~;~clx growth ill our parks or otlier grounds under our care, as in 
no otlier in this country. The eEcct lias beer! to multiply local 
organiziltior~s devoted to phgsical development and training, 
make rnore universill tlie love of harmless outdoor arnnseirients, 
and to improve the public healtli. l r i  ccirresponding degree, the 
water snrfaces of tlle Park have been availed of tbr rowing, sail- 
ing, yacliting, or for the varied amlxsements of tlie winter season. 
I11 the judgment of the Coinrnissioners, the relative alnonnt of 
water, the open lawns, and the proportion of spaces for more se- 
questered enjoyn~ents, would be, onc: day, of paramount interest to 
the people ok this city, and events have justified their action in the 
accepted designs and finis11 of the Park. The people at large are 
making the most generous use of the grounds, and the lovers of 
murt: specific pastimes, as boating. base ball, cricket, lacrosse, 
archery, croquet or skating, ttlrorrg the P ~ r k  and its appendnges 
on all occasions w11e11 the weather is propitions for these respective 
pleasllres. That the policy of the Comrnissio~lers has given a 
large irupetus to these various enjoyments has already been 
alluded to, but its results canriot be too strongly conlmended to 
the attention of an intelligent public. T l ~ e  Park has proved it- 
self a vast, healtllful, vital'lzing force to the people of this city, 
and its worth cannot be estimated pecuniari1.y; its uses stimulate 
the energies and quicken tlle pulses of thousands ; its pervasive 
influence elevates the moral tone of the coinmunit.y, arid its 
giwat mission is only just entered upon. 





The people of Brooklyn lmve been responsive in their popular 
appreciation of the Patk in its general features, hnt 110 person 
can measure the nsefulness of a work wl~ose inflnencc is of sni.11 
diversified nature, acts npon a llalf rrlillion of people and proceeds 
upor] incalcu1al)le progrersion. 

During the season of the year appropriate to its met, our 
Parade ground 11as bsen in cor~sti~rit demand by large ~ ~ n n ~ l ) e r s  of 

9 the adults and youth of Brooklyn, its exi.eptiona1 apprc~pri:ttei~ess 
for their pleasures not only attracting nlally local 01-ganizatioi~s, 
bat atl~lel~ic clubs and associations of vari 1s kinds from New 
York City and other points i n  the State, as we 7 1. Tlre "National " 
game of base ball 11as seemed to receive new vigor as a, poplilar 
pastime, and extended to every soc:ial circle of the cornmnnity. 
For several seasons rust the game of cricket 11as 1)een a steady and 
growing apnnsernellt at  the P:trsde ground with one or rrlore of 
the oldest cliibs in this corlntrg, a r~d  the skill that i ,  required in 
its practice has of late increased interest in i t  as a sport, and 
c o r ~ s e q ~ ~ c r ~ t l ~  drawn a greater ni i~r~ber  to engage in its excrcise. 

The  broad lawtts of the Park have been a standing invitation 
to less boisterous ainusetnents thar~ those iast referred to. and 
their uses for croqnct playing, promenades, and the innocent 
exercise of people of both sexes and all ages, have given; the Park 
a fame that is allnost nat io~~al .  On the lake, a fleet of rowboats 
has been n~aintained for the use of rialtors, and it lias received a 
very general patronage from a large class of people ~ 1 1 0  find 
peculiar entertainrncrit in tlris kind of exercise whioll affords 
rei4reation, cot only directly promotive of healtl~ and strength, 
but wllicll is attended with none of the dangers incider~t to deeper 
arid more exposed water. 111 the broacler and more open portion 
of the lake, the sailing of niiniat~lre yachts has beconie a perman- 
ent amusement of the summer and fiall seasons. The construe- 
tion, appointments and mimic rnovenleilts of these little vessels, 
attracting a general interest and attention approxirriating that 

(yhich has heretofore been accorded to watercraft of fill1 size. 
r 1  I he yopnlar lrnowledgs young people acqnire in regard to the 

construction and rnanage~l~erlt of sinall boats, supel-fically regard- 
ed, seems trivial, but it is really of permanent value. I t  is t l ~ e  
best Bind o i  ol)ject te;~olring, serving a practical purpose for future 
use, and it is ir~delibly fixed in t l ~ e  tuemory, by tile delightful :IS- 

& sociatiot~s that cluster about it. 



YACHT HOUSE. 

No less than four miniature yacht clubs exist in this city, 
representing 150 of these little vessels, and the skill bestowed 
upon the perfecting of their models and every detail of their 
outfit has developecl an eiithusiasni secoiid only to that which 
prevails among the y~chtsinen who take active interest in the 
fashionable clubs whose annual regattas cornniand such popular 
attention. The rapicl growth of these popular pleasures has 
pressed upon the attention of the Coinmissioners the neecl of 
accon~modations, suitable in character ancl inexpensive in con- 
struction, for their more perfect enjoyment. Upon tlie ball 
ground it would be an obvious coa\enience to have erected 
a building, suitably and econoinically arranged, for players 
and others to deposit clotliing or other articles, and a building 
similar in character near the lake, where boatmen could store 
their yachts would seem to be an equally legitimate pro- 
vision. As an accessory to the l ~ o p e r  enjoyment of these 
pastimes, now obtaining such poyular favor, and growing in 
interest every year, there is a propriety in the erection of these 
simple structures at sn~all cost that seeins to be similar to the 
already completecl auxiliary accommoclations for skaters and 
others. Tlle building upon the ball groniids could be made 
to snbserve a double purpose in affording additional accom- 
modations to our- military organizations on their periodical 
visits. 

PARADE GROUND. 

The Parade Ground, presenting nlmost unri~alled facilities 
for military manteuvres, continues to be a popular field of prac- 
tice with the National Guard who esteem its acquisition for 
such purposes niost fortunate and desirable. 

It l ~ a s  been our privilege on frequent occasions to offer the 
use of this grouilcl to a number of tlie military organizations of 
New York, which, having no facilities for field exercises in that 
citp, have, in repeated instances, acknowledged tlie obligations 
to this county uiicler which they restecl. 

Arnong the most recent la~vn amusenients in this country i% 
archery, aiid some effort has been made by residents of this 
city to add i t  to our out-door recreations. During the past 
seasons an organization was perfected which inacle use of the 
ground assigned to them by the Con~missioners for that pur- 
pose, aiid later new organizations were formed. The accom- 
modation thus afforded was very satisfactory to those who 
availed themselves of it. The sport possesses many elements 
of popularity, including competitive skill, expertness in hand- 
ling the bow and arrow, and may be regarded as a most favor- 
able pastime. 



PICNICS. 

A more old-fashioned, and always popular, use of the Park, at- 
tracting by far the largest number of visitors to a uniformity of 
entertainment, has beell the annual picnics of churches, schools 
alld other orgpnizations, aild the uni-cersd use of our woods ill 
the summer season for private and family picnics. The reasons 
for this are very easily defined-there is a general harmon3 be- 
tween the informality of picnics pniticipated in by the class of 
people referred to, representing the best citizenship, present 
and prospective, of the comnzunity, i~nd tlle peaceful repose of 
Nature in the beautiful moocis situated iiz tlie west border of the 
Park. 

Protectioil is h ~ r e  afforded in every proper pleasure peculiar 
to such occasions ; children and xdults feel the full enjoyment 
of contrast betbbeen lleatecl hornes of brick and the narrow con- 
fines of our city streets and the cool, inr~igoratiiig air of the 
fields and rvoods of tlie Park. There is no place in this vicinity 
combining so many attractive elemellts, as a iiucleus of enjoy- 
ment, as the picnic grounds-a fact that is well attested by their 
general use every seasoil froni early i11 June until the first of 
October. Perhaps not one of these elements, is of more para- 
mount consideration to the public tllai~ that of absolute safety. 
Arl objection urged with n~ucli force against picnic excursions t9 
more distant points, is the peril to wliicli children nre exposed 
to life and limb, by cars or steamboats, by drowning, or clirrlloillg, 
or other casualty ; of secoiidary consideration, some, indeed, 
would give it the first importance, is the often comp~~lsory con- 
tact wit11 uiicoilgeilial and ilnproper assocjations or influences, 
sometimes seriously marring tlie clap's pleasure. Another clues- 
tion, not so frequcntly considered, but rea;lly of magnitude, is 
the weariness and fatigue nearly always resulting from an out- 
of-town excursion, and the entirely unrefreshed condition of the 
participator, certainly a very barren result when it is considered 
that thousands of people do not lrave half-a-dozen opportuliities . a year for such recreation. Tlle expense of these excursions 
away from home varies of course wit11 the individual, but in ally 
event it is five or ten fold what it rvould be at the Park, such 
excursions are subjected to all tho iiiconvenieiice of crowds, set 
times for departure and return, the uncertainties of the weather, 
and other circumstances too numerous for enumeration. 

The picnic to the Park is di~ested of nearly all the objectiolls 
above meatioiied. Every facility is afforded for the proper use 
of the woods theinselr~es anCl nuinerous accessory sources of 
enjoymeilt are very near, equally safe and equally harmless. 



With proper police surveillance afforded, no annoyance has 
been permitted nor complained of, fresh water has been liberal- 
ly supplied, swings have been permanently maintained in the 
TVOOCIS, and there has been an ample supply of tables and seats 
provided. 

During the past four or five seasons, as the Comlnissioners 
are gratified to announce, the formal applications for the use 
of these grounds have been gracl~lally increasing, and during 
the past suniiiler over 400 permits were issued. The organiza- 
tions, thus availing themselves of the use of these grounds, num- 
bered from 100 to 5,000 persons each and were largely com- 
posed of children aiid young people. 

It is for the accoinmodatioii of the largely increasing iiuniber 
of these excursiollists to this at tracti~e portioii of the Park, 
that the building elsewhere alluded to was designed. 

For several seasons, the annual parade of the Sunday-school 
children, comprising a large proportion of that class of our 
people, have assembled on their parade-day in the Park. 011 
one of these occasions the assemblage of chilclreil numbered 
fifteen thousand, and every, year since has varied from seven to 
twelve thousand. The e\;crcises have drawn thitl~er a large 
atteaclance of visitors which contributed to make the anniver- 
sary one of the most imposing gatherings of tlle year. 

The Park carriage service, which was organized a number of 
years ago, contili~les to rneet with pu~blic approval. The carriages 
starting from the Plaza entraiice at Flatbush aiid Ninth avenues, 
gilcl tlle Willink entrance, near City line, run at frequent inter- 
vals throughoilt the fair weather, ancl over a route that embraces 
the finest views of the Park, affordiiig an agreeable ride at niod- 
erate cost. The enhanced attractions of Coney Island, during 
the past season, have materially dimiilished the receipts of this 
service as -well as the patronage of the restaurants on the Park. 
But these are embarrassments that time will probably regulate. 

The adaptability of the Park lake to skating, ice-boat sailing, 
kc., suggests on each recnrring seasoil that ample provisions 
shoulcl be made for the fullest eiljoym~nt of these pleasures. 

Equestrian exercise has already taken a foremost position 
among the pleasures and attractions of the Park. I n  fair 
weather, at all seasons of the year, both ladies and gentlemen 
avail thenlselves of our bridle-paths aiid public thoroughfares 
in large numbers. The healthful pleasure of horseback exer- 
cise, has received an additional iinpulse of popularity from 
training-schools in this city, and from the participation in it 
of solne of our most worthy citizens. It is a recognized accom- 





plishment, graceful and elevatii~g in character, and naturally ' 
growing in public favor. The Park roadways and equestrian 

1 routes estelldillg to delightful suburbs, afford desirable attrac- 
tions to those mllo seek this niode of recreation. 

If the thoughtful visitor to the Park, will take the trouble to 
fainiliarize l~irnself, even in slight measure, with all its accesor- - 
ies f(or plcnsure and personal enjoyment, he will be surprised at 
tllc ilggregate a i d  the variety and quality of tastes -cvbich seein 
so easily catered to, but which i t  ~vould be impossible to.gratify 
but for the ordcrly and systematic supervision maintali~ed in 
coirjunction with the good-mill ancl self-respect of the great 
majority of visitors. The influences of the resort are all peace- 
f;l, healthful, and harmless. There are h,zrmonious and tem- 
perate pleasures for all ages and conclitions of life. 

While it is not to be espec.ted that Broolcllpn can afford to ex- 
peilcl the same amount per acre, in maintaining the Park, as is 
lavished llpoli similar Public Iilstitutiolls in the Metropolis, 
i t  is only reas011a1)le for US to ask for such meaiis as would be 
clesir;~hle u~lder careful l~usi1iess mai~agemellt, to preserve a11 
parts of tllc Park in the best conclition for use, and to adminis- 
ter i~ffairs ill ~01111ectioll ~vith them with such ilitelligel~ce and 
reasoilable lil~erality, as to afford to all classes of our citizens 
each in the direction to be best enjoyed by them, the ultimate 
acl~nntages whicli works of this character so varied in their 
resources may provide. 

KEEPEE FORCE. 

During the past year, tlie Keeper Force has been serviceable 
in the ~ ~ o l . l i  of supervising the several parks ancl other territory 
uilcler the jnrisdiction of the Park Commissioners. 

The ordinances have been ellforced gelierally with little fric- 
e tion, a i d  good orcler bas prevailed ; the proportion of those who 

t is it the narks. k c . ,  with bad intent being sn~all, i t  is believed, 
and opp;rtunity of carrying out ally eGil purposes is rarely 
:tfforded. 

Tlre force is iiruch smaller in iluillbers and conseauent effi- 
cienc*;c- than it was several years since, and the resp6nsibilties 
of adjusting it to the ilceds of the pnrl~s, kc. ,  necessarily greater. 

WATER SERVICE. 

Duriug the ~vhole periocl in which our water service llas beell 
in oper'~tion, we h i t ~ e  satisfactorily realized the aclvantages 
wl~icll were expected to be derived from its establishnielit on 
tlie Park. We have had a large and almost urlrestricted supply, 



nearly equal to the large and varied requirements of the Park, 
its fountains, drinking hydrants, buildings, closets, lake and 
roads, the Ocean Parkway and Concourse, for sprinkling pur- 
poses, and for the supply of the horse trough and drinking fouii- ' 1 
tains under our care at the Island. 

I n  addition to these our resources were such, during the past 
two seasons, as to meet an equally important demand in the 
furnishing of water to the principal hotels, at the Island, by 
which means the convenience and pleasure of thousands of 
visitors were largely contributed to. 

The facilities thus afforded have been, without doubt, most 
timely, ancl one important purpose served by the Comi~~is- 
sioners in this particular, has been to guard the ll~anagernent 
of the most prominent enterprises on the Island against ally 
criticism or complai~~t which tlle want of an aburldant supply of I 
pure water would hare uiiquestionably given rise to. 

The Park water supply in its present condition, so far as 
the various hotels, kc., are concemecl, is but a comparatively 
temporary expedient, and increase in the size of tlle supply pipe 
will be necessary to enalnle the Commissioners to deliver an 
amoui~t of water that will be requirecl within a year or two. 
Ultimately, it is believed, the more extended resources of the 
city supply mill be niade available for the use of the Island and 
the intervening towns, and the Park~vay line, in addition to its 
use as primarily designed, principally for tlle nlaintenailce of 
the Ocean Parknay and Concourse. may serve an additional 
useful purpose as ' a service pipe fbr t i e  property along the 
Parkway. 



The followilzg statement shows the work perfor?ned hy the Park: 
pumping-engine and the stated yield of .the well, for the period 
extending frorn June 5,  1871, to Dece~nbcr 31, 1879. 

D A T E .  
No. O F  

- -- -- -- - 
From June  5,1871 toSeptem- 

ber 10, 1871 . . . . . . .  
" September 10, 1871 to 

May 1, 1872 ....... 
'' May 1, 1873 toOctober 

1, 1872.. . . . . . . .  
'. October 1,1872 to May 

1, 1873.. . . . . . . . . . . .  
" May 1, 1873 to October 

1, 1873 ............ 
" October 1, 1873 toMay 

......... 1, 1874. 
" May 1, 1874 to Octo- 

ber 1, 1874 . . . . . . . .  
'' October 1, 1874 to May 

1, 1875.. . . . . . . . . . .  
" 31ay 1,1875 to October 

........ 1, 1875. . I .  
'< October 1, 1875 to May 

...... 1, 1876.. 
< '  May 1,1876 to October 

. . . . . . . . .  1, 1876.. 
" October 1, 1876 to May 

.......... 1, 1877.. 
c 1  May 1,1877 to October 

I ,  1877 
October 1, 1877 to May 

. . . . . . . . . . .  1, 18'78. 
May 1,1878 to October 

. . . . .  

* Used from July, 1868, to September, 1871. 

- -- -- - -- 

TOTAL ~ I N  ~ A m O N s - l ~ a ~ s  when 

- .- -- 

21,525,504 

46,877,644 

103,080,824 

50,156,304 

I 
61,381,496 

49,212,372 

i 
1 

66,821,348 j 
47,124,176 

65,367,981 

38,817,416 

I 
48,260,872 I 

1 28,279,108 1 
65,431,828 j 
27,911,752 

Parkwell 
was 

not i n  use 
each year. 
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GALLONS 1 Water Used 
P U I ~ P E D  from 
von THE City Service 

YEAR. I Each lear .  

1, 1878,. , 59,763,816 
" October 1,1878 to May 

i 
...... . . . . .  1, 1879. 27,357,000 / 

May 1,1879 to October 
. . . . . . . . . . .  I ,  1879.. 59,660,433 f 

October 1, 1879 to De-1 

21,525,504 

149,958,468 

... cernber 31, 1879. 

Totals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

15,081,176* 

41,888 

18,377,392 
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Y I E L D  Gallons. 

Average yield per year ...... 
Maximum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  IIinimnm.. 

Yield of Park Well in 1878. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Used by hotels a t  Coney Is land. .  

. . . . . . . . . .  ' $  for sprinkling Ocean Parkway.. 
" " Prospect Pa rk . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Yield of Park Well in  1879. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Used by hotels a t  Coney 1sl:tnd. 

. . . . . . . .  " .. for spriultling Oecao n~rkwa;y. .  
" " Prospect I'ark.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

From J I I I I ~  to Oc~ober of each yew, the well has been opcr:rted tnrellty-four 
hours per day ; during t,ho yenr 1878, the engine ~viis sto1)ped only fonr d:~?s 
during the summer lllO1lth6, and during 1871) only two clays. I ' ~ c \ i , ~ u s  to 1878 
n o  wat,er \\,as nsccl helow t l ~ c  King's h ig l l~~i ly  on the P a r l m ~ .  The milin to Cor!ey 
I.land was laid in  1877, and ~ 3 ~ : ~ s  opened for use early IU 1878. 

SPECIAL WORKS. 

87,675,638 

87,675,638 
-- -- -- - .. - A 

87,017,436 

8S,i)li,436 

. 

. 

. 
, 

Of the special works which have been from time to tiine 
placed under cllarge of the Broolilyii Park Conimissionrrs, aud 
~vliich have, ill wliole or in part been carried to substantial 
completion, the most important was the Ocean Parkway and the 
Coilcourse at Coney Island, to which reference is specially macle 
in a portion of the following pages. These special works are 
enumerated as follom~s : 

' Gallons. 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  

7,766,259 
10,909,279 
69, U00,UOO 
- - 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
11,001,748 
11,100,000 
64,915,688 

Ninth avenue a i d  Fifteei~th street. 
Washington arenue. 
Ocean avenue. 
Coiley Islallcl avenue. 

I n  all cases, the contemplated in~provements pertained to 
streets and avenues borderiilg upon or contiguous to the IParIi, 
the work being provided for by specia.1 enactnients of the Legis- 
lature. I n  view of the relations that these tllorougllfares were 
to bear to the Park, it was quite proper that thh Park Commis- 
sioners should largely determine the character of the work to 
be done, as well as to regulate and establish the necessary 
grades. Where practicable the work was dolie by contract. 







NINTH AVENUE AND FIFTEENTH STREET. 

, Both of these tlloroughfares were widened during the early 
years of the Park work, and sorn modification of the grades 
bere made by the ~ o m m i s s i o ~ e r s n  ~plrroved by the common 
Council, in orcler to adjust the gritdes of certain streets abut- 

' ( ting up011 the Parl< bomrdary. Upon these works the Com- 
n~issioners expenclecl. tlle stlil~ of $29,086.10. The indebtedness 
thus incurred is provided to be paid by t+he act of the Legis- 
lature, chapter 546 of the Laws of 1875, out of moneys to be 
raised for co~npleting t21r iinprovemcnt, as well as the amount 

I already expended 115 the Comnlissioi~ers. Until recently, 
neither of these streets were used to any consiclerable extent, 

.i except by t ~ o  lines of railroad,'wbicl~ have seemed to afford all 
the accoiilrnodation demarrcied by the public. 

The Coi~~rnissioners h:t~e idways regarded the property lying 
1 

along the western border of the Park as valuable, and as forming a 
past of a very attri~ctive portion of the city, in ~ i e w  of its pros- 
irnity to thc Park, the favorable cahiwacter of its topogriiphy, 
and for its general eligibility. This in commoi~ with otller neigll- 
borhoocis, h i ~ s  felt tlie effect of the business depression wlliuh 
has so long prevailed, i ~ n d  there h;ts been, naturally, little dis- 
position on the part of capitalists ancl others to improve any 
considerable portion of it. Having this in view, the Commis- . 

sioners, under wlzose care a portion of Niilth avenue and 
Fifteenth street mas pl;~cecl by the Legislature, deemed it un- 
wise to enter upon any scheme of in~psovement which must, in 
the nature of things, be premature in its effect, and if carried 
out upon a sci~tle which woulcl meet the approral of the authori- 
ties and of the Coinn~issioners thelnsel~es, would ha%e entrailed 
upon the property iluririg this long series of years a heavy 
burden. Tliis view TV~LS adhered to against tlie urgent opposi- 
tion of sonic oi the owners who have since frankly admitted the 
wisdon~ of the course adopted by the Park Comnlissioners. 

Whenever i t  shall Fe deemed a fitvorable time to irnprove 
these streets i t  ought to be done in a substantial a i d  satis- 
factory manner. The parement should consist of one or the 
other of the most improved stoile bloclrs, either of New Jersey 
trap-rock or of granite. 

111 advance of laying domil the superstructure, the necrssi1r.v 
sewers should be constructed and the water and gas pipe put 
down, so that proper time for settlement of the earth in the 
trenches may be allowed for and the fiilishing work tlloroughly 
done. What is here said applies more particularly to Ninth 

5 



avenue on the Park side, but is quite true in a large measure 
of Fifteenth street, which is destined to become ail in~portant 
line of communication between the southwestern portion of 
the city and the surburban FS. 

WASHINGTON A V E N U E  

The act providing for the impro~ement of this aTenue for a r 

length of 7,100 feet, contemplated its increase in wiclth to eighty 
feet, necessitating the aclditioll of a strip ten feet in width along 
the westerly line of the street. Tlle necessary legal proceedings 
were entered upon for the taking of the additional land required, 
and upon the approval of the report of the Commissioners 
appointed by the Suprenle Court, plans for tlle gracling and 

I 
paving were prepared ancl the work subsequently let in two 
sections. 

The first section extended from Atlantic avenue to the city I 
line, a distance of 5,052A: feet, ancl upon wllicli the specifica- 
tions contemplated the partial regracling of the street, ~liade 
necessary by the change in its width, and also to repave, recurb 
and gutter tlle whole street. 

The Commissioners designed from tlle outset to cxpend as 
little money as possible npon the ~vork, desiring to remit to the 
future, when the character of the street mould be more clearly 
defined, the question of a more sul)stantial and costly improve- 
ment. For this reason, the contractor was permitted to lnalce 
use of all the material on the line of the street, including curb 
and gutter, paving stones ancl flagging that might be found 
available, in view of the temporary character of the contempla- 
ted improvement. Under these conclitions this section of the 
avenue was let to and the work proinptly performecl by Mr. 
Thomas McCann, of this city, for the sum of $2.20 per lineal foot. 

The seconcl section, 2,048 r'& feet in length, was inane up of 
that portion of the avenue lying within the town of Flatbush, 
and was let to Mr. B. R. Sturges, and the qork satisfactorily 
perfornied within the prescribed tiine for the sun1 of $5.25 per 
lineal foot. This latter contract included the furnishing of a 
considerable amount of extra~ieons inaterial for filling, together 
with new curb and gutter and paving stone for the entire road- 
way. 

Washington avenue runs through an important section of the 
city and affords a direct line of commuilication to the Park and 
to the town of Flatbush. 

There are no indications of any impro-\.en~ents such as would 
have warranted any large expenditure beyond providing, as the 
Colnmissioners have already done, a practicable and convenient 
thoroughfare. 



OGEAN AVENUE. 

During the latter part of 1875 the opening and improvement 
of this avenue was agreed upon befiween the Park Commission- 
ers and the authorities of the town of Flatbush, and after the 
nchcessary legal proceedings had been successfully accomplished, 
the work was proceeded with under coiltract with Mr. William 
P. Sturges. This avenue forms the lower portion of tlie south- 
easterly bourlclary of tlie Park, nrld evteilds from the Willink 
elltrance, at Flntbusli avenue and Franklii~ avenue, in the town 
of Flatbush on the south. 

The plan of the improvement provided for a street 100 feet 
in width, divided as follows : A 50 feet roadway, a sidewalk on 
the westerly side of 30 feet, aiici 011 the easterly side of 20 feet 
in width. The length of the avenue was 3,013 feet. A blue stone 
curb and gutter defines and limits the roadway on each side 
and parallel with the curb, aiid extelldiizg 10 feet in width. 
Toward tlie centre of the road is laid a strip of cobble-stone . 
paving, wit11 a view to facilitate dlaiiiage and protect the road 
on each side froin the action of storms, kc. The remaining 
space, of 30 feet, forming the central or main portion of the 
roadway, is inacle up of filling of gravel of the neighborhood, 
carefully selected, from which large stones have been removed, 
and the whole substantially rolled to a good surface. At a later 
period two rows of thrifty maple trees were planted ancl boxed 
on the sidenalk of this avei~ue, adjoining tlie Park. 

The opening and constructioi~ of this avenue completes the 
system of exterior roadways contemplated in the original 
scheme of the Park Improvement, but which in this instance llad 
been deferred and practically abaadoiied by the Commission- 
ers, in consequence of the oppositioil of the property owners, 
the indifference to the recoinmelldations of the Commissioners 
evinced by the authorities of the city, and, to some extent, the 
excessive value placed U13oll the land proposed to be taken. 
Subsequently, however, the co-operation of the authorities of 
the town of Flatbush was secured, iind the project was satis- 
factorily carried out to completion. 

CONEY ISLAND AVENUE. 

This avenue forms the lower southeasterly boundary of the 
Park, from the city line at Fifteenth street and Eleventh avenue 
to the entrance of the Park at tlie junction of Franklin avenue 
and the old Coney Island road. 

Having been petitiollecl to do so, the Park Commissioners, 
representing the city, joined the property owners along the line 



of the avenue in an improvemeilt of a subordinate character, 
which, while iiivolving the expenditure of a colnparatively small 
amount of money ($2,411), has provided a convenient roadway, 
and was in all respects satishctory to the parties interested. 

The work was let under coiltract to Mr. Thomas Glevry for 
the sum of $3.84 per lineal foot, and consisted of the necessary 
grading, together wit11 a strip of cobble-stone paveinelit and 
curb and gutter oil the westerly side of the road. 

The intervening space a t  the northerly end of this i inpro~e- 
ment, across the circle at Fifteenth street and Eleventh avenue, 
was improved at the expense of the Con~inissioners by special 
contract with the coiltractor of Coiley Island avenue. 

EAST SIDE LANDS. 

For several years past public atteiitioll has heen more or less 
directed to the large area of property belonging to the city, 
under the control of the Coininissioners, lrnowii as tlle east side 
lands, ant1 fo~niing p a ~ t  of tlie Parlr, as orjgiaally taken for 
that purpose. 

This area lies on the easterly side of Fl t~tbusl~ avenue, and 
exc31usive of the Reservoir (\vhich occupies :~11 ;2r.ea of 11: acres), 
coiltains 121 acres, and is bounded by F1;~tbusli and Van- 
dcrbilt aveiines, Warre11 street and IVashiiigton avenue, ter- 
iniiiatiiig a t  the south a t  tho dividing line between the city and 
the town of Flatl>nsl~. The various discussions, both on the 
part of the public :lad the Commissioners, ailcl the s e ~ ~ e r a l  leg31 
proc@sses ~vhich have led to tlie abandonment of these lands for 
Pitrlr purposes, have been made known from time to time in 
the previous reports of the Commissioners, and in the daily 
papers, a i d  are meieslxrably familiar to our citizens. 

The scheme considered ant1 matured by the Commissioners, 
nlld saiictioned by the highest legal authority of tlie State for 
the sale of these lands, has, like most importwilt contemporary 
enterprises elsewhere, been arrested aiid held in abeyance for 
reasons patent to the tliinliing ~ n e n  of the community, pendiiig 
the remarkable period of busiiiess clepression and stagnation 
through which the country, it is now believed, is happily 
emerging. 

During the progress of work upon the Park in the early 
years of its construction, no change a as effectecl in the pre- 
vailing features of the cast side property. The first consider- 
able work consisted in opening the Eastern Parkway, from the 
plaza to Washington avenue, inrolving the removal of 231,000 
cubic yards of material above the established grade. Following 



upon the comniencement of this work in 1871, and its completion 
in 1873, further quantities of material were removed from time to 
time from, points where the same was in excess, and was used 
to fill up the low grouncls within the boundaries of the east side 
'lancis, which work was clone at prices that were known to be to 
the adaantitge of the city. At a later date the various and per- 
sistent oppositions to the sale of a portion of these 
lands weye measurably orercome by the Commissioners, and 
with the approval of the public generally, steps were a t  once 
taken lookillg to the carrying out of their plan of sale ; an accu- 
rate survey of the area was ordered, u711icl1 includecl the locatioil 
and extensioil of the city streets and avenues through it, together 
with a careful study of grades to be ~stahlished with a view to 
the lrlost favorable developlnent of the property. It must be 
borne i11 mind that, a11.y system of estei~sioi~ tllrough it of the 
citp streets to prove of practical utility, riiust of necessity conl~ect 
with, and t h c i ~  grades must conform to, those arbitrarily estab- 
lisheil by the city authority upon the streets and aveiiues s11r- 
rounding the Park. 

The projection of Sackett street, otherwise known as the 
Eastcril Pal-kway entailed a t  once the l~ecessity for this co-op- 
eration of jllterest. The grading iiivolvecl a t  the outset 
the extension of the easterly slope of the Reser~oir  as an 
eugineeriug iieressity, and after a confereace of the engi- 
npers, respeotively, of thc. Park Cominissioners and the Water 
Board, as to tllr :tmount of additional property required, pro- 
ceedings were instituted by joint co-oye~ation of the Park com- 
missioners and Water Board to obtain legislative authority for 
tlle transfer of tllc leild required. This xntliority havilig been 
securecl, a comn~ission agreed ~zpon by the city authorities 
a i d  the Park Commissioners, consistiilg of Messrs. Thornas 
Sullivan, John French ailcl Silss Lndlum, mas appointed to . 
value the pro1)erty to 1)e taken, and their report was approved 
without nioclific~ation. At this point of the proceedings it was 
discovered that by sn  jr?iperfection in the law, no provisioi~ Elad 
beer1 n~acle for the trailsfel- of tllc money resulting from the sale 
of tllr land from one depawtlneat to tlle other, rlotwithstanding 
the fact that the l:iw originnlly placed the absolute control of 
all moneys resulting froill the sale of ally of the Parlc lands in 
the Commissiol~e~s who were fu~.tller authorized to pay there- 
from a11 expeuses illcurred in connection with the said lands, 
out of thr first moneys mE~ich should be received from their 
sale or ally portion thereof. 



The failure to recognize this right in this special act, however, 
made it necessary to transfer the inoney in question to tlle 
custody of tlie Sinking Fund Commissioners, but the Park 
Cominissioilers sought and obtained relief from the followiiig 
Legislature 11-ith the coilsent ancl co-operation of the city 
authorities, and subsequently obtaiiiecl the fill1 amount of money 
in question. I11 coiiilectioii wit11 tlle surrTey i~llucled to, wit11 a 
view to a reasonable development of the resources of the area, 
Underhill avenue, Butler street and Park place mere opened, 
graded and pared by specinl cont,ract and the preparatioiis 
made at once for ;I sale of a portion of the prop~rty.  %laps 
were printed showing the number and location of the lots 
aggregating over 1,000 in all, in the several portions of the prop- 
erty which it was proposed to sell. The further preliminaries 
of a sale by public auction mere ai-rangecl for in 1874, and the 
sale itself was appointecl to take place in December of the same 
year, in deference to what appearecl to he an expressed public 
opinion, bnt a t  a meeting of the Common Council, held on the 
16th of Nouenibrr, 1874, tlle follon ing resolutions met-e lx~ssecl, 
tlie effect of which, was to suspencl ~nclefiiiitely the proposed 
sale. 

"Whereas, because of financial Teq~~irements the Eoard of 
Park Commissioners claimecl to be called upon to sell at public 
auction the property belonging to tlle city liilowil as the east 
side lailds ; ailcl 

"Whereas, it is thc opinioli of those most competrnt to judge 
that a sale of said property in the present clepressecl condition 
of the market for real estate will result in serious loss to the 
city, as also prove very iiijnrious to the intcrests of the citizens 
holding real estate for a market, particularly in the viciiiity of 
tlie proposed sale ; therefore 

" Re.volved, That the Parli Commissioners he and they hereby 
are earnestly requested to postpone the sale to :I period of time 
which shall inclicate some possibility of obtaining nearer the 
value of the property tllnii is now promised, ancl the Mayor and 
Comptroller be and they are hereby authorized to confer with 
the Board of Parlr Con~niissioncrs, and tencler to them such 
financial aid as nlay be legal and proper, that their legal 
demands and the interest of the city in the property be fully 
protected by securiiig a postponement of the sale to a more 
promising opportunity." 

A small portion of the area nearest the plaza has been graded 
in part, the removal of the material having been done at a very 



small cost. In  one or two instances contractors, requiring filling 
for their own purposes elsewhere, have been permitted to take 
it from the east side lands without cost to the Park Commis- 
sioners. No other moneys have been expended beyond such as 
was absolutely necessary from tinie to time in the care and 
sayervision of this area. 

I t  is h:trdlp necessary to say, perhalm, that the Commission- 
ers realized, i ~ n d  have al~rrays done so, the clesirability of 
proniptly disposing of the considerable portion of this property 
a t  fair plices, and hare nixde every reasonable effort to do so, 
that the city may be benefited thereby and irnproverneiits of a 
character suitable to the i~cighborhood encouraged a i d  fos- 
tered. 

Had tlle Con~niissioners been enabled by the aici of intelligent 
public sentiment to overcome the captious and personal opposi- 
tloiis to their scheme in wgxrd to this area at a11 earlier day, i t  
is on11 reasonable to infer that a satisfactory sale would have 
been successft~lly accomplished pre~ions  to 1873, the result of 
which, it is confidently believed, would liave den~onstrated the 
practicability and wisdom of the policy advocated by the Park 
Conin~issioners. 

There is an indebtediless amounting to $34,655.51, wliich has 
k~een incurred by the Park Commissioilers from tinie to tirne for 
authorized expenditures, the payment of which is provided for 
by law. The Con~missioners have now in coiitempl;~tion, the sale 
of a portion of these lancls at such favorable tirl~e during the 
corning year, its their juclgnlent slialI approve. The proceecls of 
this sale, together with the moneys tle~ived and to be derived 
and justly due from the assessineilt of the property surrounding 
the Park, which has been legally adjju~lged to have been bene- 
fited thereby, mill, it is believed, in a very material degree serve 
to reduce the amount of illdebteclness incurred in the original 
construction of the Park, and reduce the Park debt, so called, 
to an amount at which there can be little complaint as com- 
pared with the benefits resulting from so marked and coilsider- 
able a public improvement. 

The grading ancl paving of Underhill avenue, to the Eastern 
Parkway involved the necessity of lowering imd relaying the 
force main which coriilects the pumping engine at Warren street 
with the high service reservoir on Prospect Hill. This main 
had been placed within a few feet of the natural surface, doubt- 
less as a measure of econonIy, in view of the fact that while a 
system of grades had heell established by the city for the con- 
tinuation of the other streets through the east side area, it was 
believed notwitllstai~ding the alteration of the grade of Flatbush 



avenue, that the necessity for the larger expenditure req;iwd 
to place the pipe below the gracles of the street, to which the 
ordinances required them to be nltiniately r$gulated, were so 
remote as to justify, as an engineering expedient, the placing of 
the pipe as above described. The Park Conirnissioiiers hold 
that the expenses invol~ecl in lowering and relaying this pipe so 
as to conform to a system of grades establisliecl by the city, and 
over which the Parli: Commissioners ekercisecl no control, and 
to wl~ich the grade of the Parknay itself was required ill effect 
to conform, was properly cht~rgeable tlpoii the city, .ancI the 
whole work should haye beell done by ancl ilt the expense of the 
Board of City Works. d diiTereiice of opiiiion as to ~vliich De- 
partment shoulcl bear the expense of this work has lecl to a 
~mstponernent of any consideration of the qnestioil of its settle- 
. The Comniissioners,  hi^^ ing been uncler the necessity 
of completing the street openings upon which iniproveinents 
lliicler contract were in progress, assumecl tlle burden of this 
expenditure ~ulder protest, and tlie work, wliich was clearly a 
general p~lblic benefit and of no iinniediate concern to the Park 
or the east side lands, was satisfactorily conipletecl. The Park 
Conimissioners are prepared at any time to eliter upon an ad- 
justment of the amount iilvolved in tliis expencliture, which 
they feel they were, by the exigelicies of the case, forced to 
assume uiijnstly. 

EASTERN PABXWAY. 

This important work w;ts cornrnencecl in 1871 and conlpletecl 
in 1874. The descri ,tion of the plan, together wit11 details of 
construction, are to 1 )e fouiid in previous reports of this corn- 
mission. I n  tlie earlier history of tlle worli, through defects in 
the law or ambiguity in its interpretation as to the niaIliier of 
raising money. for its construction, tlie work suffered from a 
considerable delay, the burden of which fell largely upoil the 

I contractor, Mr. Thomas McCann, who was forced to assume 
large financial responsibilities for a considerable period with- 
out aid from the city. The modification of the law and the 
correction of the defects alluclecl to were accomplished by the 
aid of thelLegislature, and no trouble was encountered in the 
further progress of tlle work. 

The design, in7-olving a large outlay of money, contemplated 
a central drive ancl a traffic road on each side, together with 
attendant promenade and o r ~ l i n a ~ y  side~valks. The line of the 

I 
improvement was projected through a territory niarked in its 
topography, and material changes of the surface involved the 



removal of large quantities of material, which, however, was 
mahe of substantial use for filling, upon adjacent prolwty below 
the establisllecl gri~cle. The very extensive area of property in- 
tended to be benefitccl by the construction of this roacl, was 
owned in large pitrcels by a few gentlemen ~r.110 were princil~rtlly 
instrumental in procuring the eiiactment of the 1i~w which 
placed this work, wit1:out solicitatioa or desire on thcir part, 
under the charge of the Park Commissioners, arrcl t lxy other- 
wise cleared the way for an earlj completion of the work which 
i t  was agreecl should bc prosecntecl at the expense of the 
property benefited. Hid the reason;~ble expecti~tions wit11 
regard to the effect of this iiliprovement upon the property, 
been realized, there can be little doubt as to the successful dis- 
position of the acljacent property thus benefited, but it will he 
remenlberecl that the business depiession, elsewhere alluded 
to, followed closely upon the coinpletion of this work, and its 
effect upoil the sitles of real estate was irnnicdiate, and from 
which this, iis well as other clesirable property, suffered such 
serious effects. Business in this class of speculatioil and 
investment was everywhere affected in like marmcr, ancl no 
foresight able to avert its disastrous conseyueilces. 

Neither the city nor the Park corn missioner.^ are in ally way 
responsible for the change to whicll all property will be required 
to adapt itself, and while the era of bolcl real estate enterprises, 
lavish and sometimes wasteful expenditures, has properly 
passed away, there is still an ample field for the exercise of 
legitimate undertakings, anlong which the inlprovenient and , . 
sale of property may be properly classed. 

I t  by no meails follows, however, that this property will not 
ultimately bring subst:~ntial reward to its owners ; on tho con- 
trary, the Conin~issioners believe that it will derive greater ad- 
vantages proportionately from tlle improvements already macle, 
exceptional in character, than would have been liliely to follow 
the otllerwise slow and characterless developrnent of so isolated 
and apparently unattractive a territory. 

At present the Eastern Parkway is a well-used thoroughfare, 
and affords a convenient line of conlrnunication with the 
business portion of the city for a large and important seetioil of 
the community. I n  conjunction ~vitli Bedford avenue, which is 
one of the most conspicuot~s and direct lines of travel with the 
Eastern District, the Parkway affords a substantial, pleasant 
and commodious exit for business traffic and pleasure riding; 
the facility afforded for reaching the Park and the principal 
roadways to Coney Island forms no inconsiderable claim anlong 
the advantages to be derivecl from it. 

6 



As with other works under the charge of the Commissioners, 
the provisions for its care ancl preservation are iiot such as a 
work of this character aiid niagnitude require, nor is it in the 
interest of the property or the city to continue to perniit the 
excessive deterioration to which it is necessarily subjected, in 
consequence of the lilnitecl appropriations placecl a t  the dispo- 
sal of the Comn~issioners. 

THE OCEAN PARIl\VAY AND CONEY ISLAN I>. 

The initiation of this ~vork ancl its relations to the Park, 
together with an account of its coilstruction so far as the King's 
Highway, a clistrtilce of three and one-cparter iniles from the 
easterly entrance of the Park, have been \levy fully described in 
previous reports. Tlle project of constructing. a broacl highway 
from Brooklyn to Coney I s l ~ i ~ i l  lm(l beell disonssed aiid ap- 
provecl by the Park Coniinissioners as early as 1867, and i t  re- 
ceived the sanction of the Legislature shortly after. Plans 
were prepared and the necessary legal steps werc taken to ac- 
quire possession of the lancl, ailcl the work ~ v i ~ s  completecl to 
King's Highway in tlle auturnn of 1873. 

The Conlmissioners fouilcl themselves st~rronl~decl with many 
embarrassments, in thus early forecasting the possibility and 
clesirability, if not the ileed of suburl?an clrives, which, begin- 
ning a t  the Park ancl terminating at the ocean, would present a 
thoroughfare of rare attractions. 1l7hile the first section of the 

4 roacl mas being constructecl, property owilers and rnihrly conser- 
vative, right-niinclecl citizens as well, expressed grave doubts as 
to there being any justification for it, they questioned the utility 
of the work and urged, if persisted in with eari~estness, that it 
must be finislied with the niost econolnical expellditnre. These 
influences to some euteiit determined the general q n a l i t ~  ar~cl 
character of the iniprovement. So fitful aiicl uncertain was the 
travel ancl traffic with the couiltp towns, ancl so little were the 
suburban district aild ocean views valuecl for their attractions, 
by the larger part of the conimunity, that the construction of 
this road was opposed as unnecessary. At a later periocl public 
opinioii had taken clefinite shape in its favor, bat  the local oppo- 
sition and prejudice were such that it requireel the exercise of 
great caution and jnclginent 011 the part of the Commissioners, 
to secure the just recognition and success of the work the11 
completed. 

As an instance in point it may be stated that the plan of the 
improvement was materially modifiecl ancl cheapened in defer- 
ence to the desires of the property owners, who insisted that 



the distance from the Park to their property over the contem- 
plated route was so great as to praytically debar them from 
participation in any accruing benefits. Another obstacle to the 
extension of the road was met in the Prospect Park Fair 
Grouncls Association, through whose property the proposed 
route lay. To meet these opposing elements the Commission- 
ers found it desirable to determine upon a temporary completion 
to this point, until time should justify the wisdom of their 
further plans. On opening this Drive, its use by the public be- 
came generi~l, ;tnd its value and desirability were a t  once 
ackno~~-ledged. The result farther secured was the ~vitlidrawal 
of local opposition, the co-operation of those who had been 
arrayed against it, and the securing of legislation necessary to 
the extension of the road to the ocean, in the years 1874-5. 
Title to tlle l i~nd mas acquired, and the m~ork was estencled upon 
the same general plan as that already completed. The lower 
portion of this work, comprising a distance of two and one- 
quarter miles, was put under contract to Messrs. Curtill &. 1 

O'Brien, the lowest bidders, of this city, at a cost of $5.95 per 
lineal foot, whicll price comprehencled the entire filling, grading, 
paving, surfacing, ancl plantillg of trees essential to a completion 
of the improvemel~t. The work was finished in the month of 
November, 1876, :~nd was i ~ t  once thro~vn open to the public, by 
whom it was quickly appreciated and utilized as a delightful, 
convenient and substantial thoroughfare to the ocean. 

The construction of this second section of this work, the 
results of which have contributed so much toward attracting 
attention to the great availability of Coney Island as a poplllar * 
seaside resort, follolrred imm~diately on the confirmation of the 
report of tlle Coil~n~issioners of Estimate and Assessment, 
approved by the Supreme Conrt. The general plan of the 
work corresponded wit11 that of tlle first see on and comprised 
a central roadway of 70 feet in width, a kk bordering upon 
i t  on either side a promen;~de or broad walk 30 feet in width. 
An additional roadway 25 feet wide for business purposes 
was placed on the side of t l s  main sidewalk, and a walk 
15 feet in width wns additionally provided for next to the 
building line. This line, 1)y legal restriction, is confined to 
within and beyond 30 feet of the extreme limit of the improve- 
ment, wllicll is 210 feet wick The mode of construction is very 
simple, the material of tho grading mTas principally found upon 
the line of the work, and consisted of light loam and gravel ' 

peculiar to this portion of the island. With proper preparation 
and care i t  makes an admirable uoacl for pleasure driving. 
The bed of the principal roadway to the depth of 1 2  inches, is 



composed of selected gravel from which all stoiies of large size 
were excludecl. The surface was carefully shaped and rolled 
until a proper bond was secured. The side roads, after being 
properly graded, were covered with six inches of gravel. The 
sidewalks, iiiclucling the promenade or central walks, were 
graded and covered with six iliches of soil, upon ~vhich grass- 
seed mas somil with a view of securing :L tough sod ; six rows of 
trees, consistiilg of elms and maples of approved varieties for 
the priiicipal portions of the road, ancl tlie golden willow for 
that portion move directly affected by the salt air, were planted 
the whole length of the roadway. Nothing of an exceptional 
c2laracater in constructioll was encountered ill the progress of 
the work except in connectioii with tlle crossings of two 
marshes, origiiially formed by the action of the sea, one 1,600 
feet and the other 1,200 feet long, the latter divided by Coney 

, Islal~d creek, ,211 arm or inlet of the sea, the existence of 
which creek gives distinction to Coney Island as an island. 

On Coiley Island, with the exceptioil of a small piece of up- 
l:md, which, without cloubt, was origiiially the end of the main 
peninsula, the roadway passed over the white sand formatioil 
peculiar to this portion of the coast. The entire length of 
the inipro~~ement, from the King's Highway (a  adw way built by 
the Ei~glish i11 the 16th century), ancl extending across the land 
from Cimveseiicl Eay to the northerly line of the Concourse 
Drive, is 11,814 feet ; ~vllile that of the upper portion, finished in 
1873, is 16,833 feet --making a total lengtll froin the southwesterly 
eiltrailce of the Park at the juilction of tlie olcl Coney Island 
road nild Franklin avenue, in the town of Flatbusli to the Con- 
course, of 28,697 feet, which is (5;',,:,) miles nearly. 

The work invol~~ed the moving of nearly 22,500 cubic yards of 
material, about 10,000 square yards of rough cobblestone 
paving, aucl tlle &ding of 3,000 trees, together m~ith such other 
details of ~ ~ o r k  as are iiicideiital to road buildiilg of this char- 
acter. Messrs. O'Bricii & Curtin, the contractors, also con- 
sti-ucted a bridge whicah carries the roadway over Coney Island 
creelc, at a cost of about $3,080. No material, trouble was ex- 
perirnccd in crossing the marshes referred to beyond that of 
proriding for slight uniform settlement iiicidental to the shrink- 
age of such material, wllicll settlemelit is likely to leave some 
depression in the surface to be repaired by some additional 
filling from time to time. This bridge is 40 feet wide, and two 
spans, of 20 feet each, carry over the ceiltral driveway, and two 
siclewalks, 10 feet in width, making a total length of 90 feet. 
The elev~tioii of the floor of the bridge is five feet above mean 
high tide, each bent consists of spruce piles placed five feet 



from the entres, twelve inches in diameter at  the head, and 
driven to t 5 e ultimate resistance. The piles were capped by 
white pine timber twelve inches square, morticrd to the piles 
and secured by locust pins. Floor beams, 4x12 inches, of 
white pine, were placed two feet between centres, upon which a 
flooring of three-inch yellow pine plank was laid. A handrail 
on each side of the roadway separates it from the sidewalk. 
The eiid bents were sheeted to the bottom of the creek with 
three-inch yellow pine plank, against whicli the filling at the end 
of the bridge rested. On the preliminary snrvey, the formation 
of the nind and ~egetable growth, of which the marsh is com- 
posed, was fo~zncl to bc very irregular in depth, in some 
instances reacliing 14 feet, and with a mean depth of 6 feet, 
material settlenients were apprehended and occurred at several 
points during the construetioil; hut oaer the priilcipal poptioil 
of this part of the work the settlement was but slightly in excess 
of tllat wllicl~ attends ordinary filling for the saiz~e depth. This 
was dnr to two causes, the chief one being that the grade of the 
road at this point was armi~ged to meet the rlecessities only of 
the milliil~unl fill of 4 feet, which it was assumed, the tough 
nlarsll sod would be able to bear or float upon its surface. The 
work 13 :ts begull ill the latter part of April, and was substan- 
tially coinpletecl and ope11 to public use in November of the 
same year. It llas beconie the principal line of commnnication 
for the large and growing number of those ~vho seek pleasure 
ii11d i~nlusement out doors, who ride in carriages to the sea- 
shore. 

An act passed by the Legislature of 1876 and 1877 authorized 
the Commissioners to itpproprii~te the premium resulting from 
the sale of county bouds, wllich hacl been withheld by 
the Couiitj Treasurer, to the extent of $17,070.99, for the fur- 
ther purpose of extcilding the water supply along the line of 
the Ocean P a r k ~ ~ ~ a y  to Coney Islaild. The necessary plans and 
specifications having been agreed upon, the contract, after 
proper competition, was awarded to Messrs. O'Brien & Cnrtin, 
tlle lowest bidders, at 53 cents per lineal foot ; the contract iii- 
volved the laying of a four-inch cast irou pipe from the end of 
the pipe laid in 1873, to the Coilcourse at Coney Island, with 
extensions east and west to tlicl extreme limit of the c'ounty 
property. I t  also included the furilislliilg of a Betoii Coigilet 
water-trough for horses, with suitable coilnections, two or- 
narnental drillking hydrants located at the shelters, together 
with the necessary hydrants, stop-cocks, he., along the line of 
tlie Parkway and the Concourse. 



The extreme length of the line was 19,950 lineal feet. To test 
an invention which was reconlniended by engineers and others, 
a line, 600 feet ia length, of six-inch woocl and asphalt pipe was 
laid down, as an experiment, by tlie Aspllaltecl Tube TTTorks of 
New York city. The invention coi~sistecl of a series of layers 
of wood veneers wouiicl round a central core, with a, course of 
asphalt running between each layer. By erperiments made a t  
the shops of the company at Harlem, N. Y., a piece of pipe, coni- 
posed of five layers of wood, had under seueral trials, exhibited 
successfully, a pressure of five huildred pounds to the square 
inch. The pipe was laid clown and was made use of during the 
fall of 1877, as a connecting liuk betwee11 tlie olcl six-inch cast- 
iron pipe and the four-inch cast-iron extension. I t  shortly gave 
indications of failure, many lengtlls soon breaking, one after 
another, thus iiicerfering wit11 tlie continuous delivery of water 
to the islalid. The interest anil faith in tlie serviceableness of 
the pipe, mas such on the part of the proprietors, that they 
askecl and obtainrcl perniission to substitute a pipe of greater 
strength, viz., of eight layers of veneer. T11e work was clone 
promptly and tlie water tuvn~d  on the line October 3, 1877. 
For a time no ericlence of nreakness mas exhibited on the wooden 
pipe until the  earl^ fall, when the pipe ultirriatcly failed. Tlle 
experiment mas abandonecl, and the pipe replaced by cast iron. 
The evperi~nent mas an interesting one, hut the failure may be 
attributed mainly to the water ram 011 the line of pipe clue to the 
frequent opening ancl closing of thc llydraiits, the linlited iium- 
ber of which mas not sufficient to relieve the pressure of these 
blows, arid to the fact, probably, that it was difficult t6 secure 
uiiiforniity of strength ancl perfectness of 111,zterial in all the 
pipe. The veileers usecl were of maple, carefull- selected, free 
from knots or other defects, and cat with uniform iiicety by 
machinery froin the rouiid of the tree. The shaping of the 
pipe mas also effectecl by machiner~-, tlie asphalt was of the 
best quality, and great care was taken by the parties interested 
to insure success. S a ~ n p l ~ s  of the vcneers n ere tester1 by tensile 
strains of 100 pouilds to tlie sqlare incli, thus far giving e~riderice 
of strength in tlle structure of the pipe. For light pressures 
there can be no doubt that tkiis pipe is deserving of careful 
consideration and trial, if  the cost of supplying it can he brougllt 
within the limit of snccr>ssful competitioii with other water 
nine. 
I -I - 

As a fitting termination to this in~provemel~t, the Coinrnis- 
sioners, in behalf of Kings county, obtaincd possession of'about 
seventy acres of that portioil of the Island, at the end of the Ocean 
Parkway, with a frontage of 2,750 feet, extending along and in- 



eluding the most desirable portion of the beach, with an average 
depth of 1,000 feet from high water mark. Tlie Parkway exten- 
sion intersects this property 1,250 feet east of its westerly 
boundary, the extreme easterly bourldary being 1,500 feet from 
the same point. Within this area a series of hills, or dunes, 
formed by the erratic accimulations of sand, were found, some 
of them being from 5 to 12 feet above high tide. A line or 
range of these hills, g e i ~ e ~ i ~ l l y  clistailt about 450 feet from the 
beach, as before noted, was selected for the site of a so-called 
Beach Concourse, or Ocean Promenade, for visitors in carriages 
and on foot. 

The plan of the work contemplated the construction of an 
einbailkmerlt of sand of snfiicient width to afford a base for an 
ample roitdway for driving, and accommodation for pedes- 
trians as well. The deti~ils of construction may be briefly 
clescribecl ;is follows : The cross section of the embankment 
necessitated ii wiclth of about 135 feet in the aggregate. The 
sand was deposited on the line selected, to a height of 5?0 feet 
above high water rnark on the froilt line, a i d  6 feet on the rear, 
and iilvolvcd the renloviil of about 30,000 cubic yarcls of sand, 
whicli was obtained elltirely from the area owned by tlie county. 
The material was ci~refully gracled and faced by a slope toward 
the ocean of 3 to I. Upon this slope, ancl upon the upper sur- 
face of the entire lerigth of the Concourse for a width of 100 
feet, a covering of bituminous concrete pavement was laid. The 
material on the slopes I+ as carried down to low water mark. 
It is of ui~iforni thicklless (3 inches) ancl was composed of equal 
quantities of selected gravel a i d  heaoh sand carefully dried in 
heated cyliilders a i ~ d  niixed ill due proportion with refined coal 
tar and asphalt, carefully prepared by the contractors, the 
Abbot Pavement Company of Brookly~~. 

All the work of preparation was carefully done, the whole 
satisfactorily completed and accepted early in September, 1876. 
This work was designed not o~ily to serve the purposes of a 
pleasant promenade drive, but also for use as a breakwater and 
a substantittl barrier to the enc6achments of the sea, which, 
nnopposed, had often threatened the destruction of a portion of 
the Island and previously jeopardized the buildiilgs ancl struc- 
tures already erected, and had often occasionecl considerable 
damage to the work of eiltcrprisii~g lessees. 

I n  1876 two open shelters constructed of wood, upon a pile 
foundation, were placed upon the Concourse at the junction 
of the Parkway, for the convenience of visitors. These structures 
were built by contract with Mr. Van Riper of Brooklyn, were 
open on all sides, and with convenient entrances on tlie front 



and rear. A11 overhanging roof affords protection from storm 
and the heat of the sun. They cover each an area of 75 feet 
by 85, and, being amply provided with seilts and tables, are 
much used throughollt the season by visitors to the Island. 

I n  the sunnier of 1878 an arrangement wiis made with the 
Kings county Gaslight Cornpuny to light the Concourse with 
gas. Pipes were laid down ancl a snfticieiit number of posts iind 
lamps were put up to secure the necessary illumillatioii of the 
walks and drive during the season of 1878 and 1879. 

The following is a sketch of what is known of the earlier 
ph;ysical features, config~~ration a i d  history of Coney Island, 
ancl may prove not uninteresting. I n  the origiiial patent grant- 
ed to Guisbert 011-Dyck for Coiiey Islaiicl, it is called Cuimy . 
Islancl, and by the Dutch, Coneynen Eylandt, from the name, it 
is conjectured, of an individual who had possessed a part of it. 
Pine Island, t l ~ e n  called Coiiyiie Hooli, was at that time sepa- 
r,~C,ed froill the former by a creek, which has since disappeared. 

Tlle entire Island, with the wceptioil of a small border of np- 
land ancl iiiarsh, is composed of pure w-llite sand which, si~tu- 
rated a t  the level of high tide, presents the distinctive cliarac- 
teristics of the sea-beach, so familiar to our people. Above the 
level of high water, eccentric formations o f  sand, presenting 
almost every imagiiiable form to be asstuned by such materi:~l, 
~vhose location ancl pernianency vary with every changing wind 
and storm, were fotuld. At various points these fornlittions 
clustered about the harcly and scant vegetation, principally 
beach grass, reel ceclar anel native laurel, peculiar to the Island. 

The presence of a coiiiparatively rich soil on portions of the 
Islancl is cloubtless due to the upheavals and accretions of rich 
cleposits of mud froin the becl of the ocean. To this has been 
added the decomposed vegetation which a t  an earlier period 
resulted from a more considerable uegetable growth than now 
exists. This, as well as the soil of the contiguous main land, bears 
to-day some of the characteristics of the soil of the prairie, to 
which it assimilates somewhat in its formation ancl, like some 
portions of the prairie which have been burned over at certain 
periods, it owes its appearance to a like cause. A portion of 
the Canarsee Indians (which tribe claimed at one time the whole 
of the lands now included within the limits of Kings county) 
left interesting relics on the main land, near the southerly part 
of tlie Island, in the shape of inirneiise piles of shells. They 
were very fond of shell-fish, and these shell banks, formed evi- 
dently with some plan, have been found elsewhere 011 Long 
Island. Many years since, in initiating tlie work of construction 



of the shell road on the lower end of the village of Graresend, 
a road well known to the old residents of Brooklyn, these shell 
banks were disco~ered a i d  the shells mere used in hurfachg this 
road, for which they answered an admirable yurpose. 

Two well defined lines of hills extending the full lerrgtl~ of the 
Island and r u ~ ~ n i n g  pnrnllel with the ocean, the line of ~vhose 
domain has remained substa11ti:~lly unchailged for r n ~ ~ ~ y  FCars, 
are ilow fast disappearing before the improvement of roadways 
and buildings, a i d  works eflt'ected in the neighborhood. 

The old reuorcis of the town of Gravesend mentioil the fact 
that what is now known as Coney 1sl;md formerly consisted of 
three smaller islands, the easterly one being krlow~l as Sedge 
Bank Island ; another as Guisbert's or Will Johnson's Island, 
and the third as Piney Island. TJTill Johnson's Island was an 
area which now forms the central or main part of the Island, 
from the line of the old Coney Islaild road, wester1e.y to Van 
Sicklen's hotel, and Piney 1slincl lay west of a line from Van 
Sicklen's hotel to Feltnian's hotel, a t  which point at an earlier 
day the sul-face mas sufficiel~tl~ depressed to form an inlet, and 
was locally kilowil as Pilley illlet. I t  is recorded th;rt certain 
accounts of money was received by the town of Gravesend for 
permits or licenses to cut cedar trees, which at that period, it is 
said, attained a grow* suffi,cieiltly large in that neighborhood 
to he usecl in the ~onstructlon of srnall sailing vessels. I t  is 

3 further sllow11 tIptt permits were panted for pasturing- cattle, 
thus indicating R- sufliiciellt growth of vegetation to in(lnce 
farmers to drive their cattle thliher in the spriilg, ~vhere they - 
were permitted to renlaill during the sun~mer and early f:tll. 

Tlle fisllermen wllo :~t that time, pursued that exclusive oocu- 
pation in this viciility ill greater numbers than llolvl united to 
defray the necessary expense of opening an inlet froin a point 
near the site of V;ln Hiclclen's hotel to Graveselld Bay, irl ovder 
to avoid the longer and Inore boisterous passage i11011g the 
coast, from Piney inlet to tile point. The effect of this enter- 
prise was to shoal Piney inlet and finally close it up altogether. 
I t s  general course could until quite recently, be traced by its 
well defined line and depressed surface. , A  part of the inlet 
separating Guisk~ert's Island from the Sedge Banlc still exists, 
and is kno~vn its Sandy Creek. I t s  outlet, however, has been en- 
tirely closed up by the comparatively recent formation of sand 
hills near Engeman's hotel. 

Of the many accounts which have been given of the wonderful 
changes that have taken place on the Island and its coast, 
the following extracts will be read with interest : " The more " 
" extensive and extraordillary marine encroachments have been " 
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" and are now in continual operation upoil the south shore of " 
" the Islancl, the materials of which it is geilerallj. constructed " 
" being illcapable of opposiiig any consicleri~ble barrier to the " 
" I-ioleiice of ~vinds ancl waves, especially during the existence " 
"of heavy storms, driving with inconceivitble force and aug-" 
" melited energy against the soft and yieldimg substance of" 
"the headland and beaches. I ts  effect ancl ravages are per- " 
" ceptible to the most conlnlon obserration from one eiicl of the " 
" Island to the other ; yet probably i11 no one place so pal- " 
" pable as about Gravesend, and particularly in the neighbor- " 
"hood of Coney Islitlicl. Mr. Jol111 Van Dyck recollects when " 
"the beach at Coney Islancl lpas coiilposecl of high and exten- " 
" sire sand hills, wliere it is non a flat and lerel beach, some- " 
" tirnes covered by the tides ; and 1le has cut grass upon a part " 
" of the beach ~vhich is now a flat i ~ l l c l  level I)e;tch, sometimes " 
" covered by the tides; and he llas cut grass upon i L  part of" 
" the beach wliich is now at it consiclera1)le clistance in the sea. " 
"At other places where the 11-ater was of s~ifficierit depth to " 
"float vessels of 50 tons, it is now solicl gronncl. I11 1839, over " 
"forty years ago, Mr. Court Lake, of the same l)li~ce, aged 79, " 
" states that his grandfather, about 110 years ago, cut a quantity " 
" of cedar posts upon a part of Coney Islailcl ~vhich is now two " 
" miles from the oceaii ; aiid that lie has hin~self cut firewood " 
" at a place now a mile and a half from b e  shore. There was " 
" ;~lsu a house upon Pine 1sl;md owned b~ oile Brown, the site " 
" of which is now a great way at  sea ; and tliat Plumb Islaiid " 
"was once covered by fine timber, where there is none now7, " 
" the greatest part of the land having mashed away." 

Several olcl maps, more or less cornprehensi~e of Coney 
Island, are extant ; the result of careful surreys, 1)y reliable sur- 
veyors. One pf these mas made by John Terhune, wllo was born 
in 1766 and clied in 1842. He was a resident of Gravcsencl, and 
for many years representecl that town as a Supervisor. 

Somewhere about 1806-10, a ma11 of Gr;~vesend, including 
Coney Islaiid, IF~.\.~S made by him for a town surrey for the State. 
On this map, the first range of sand-hills parallel with tlle 
shore, were located much nearer the beach line than is sho~vn 
by later surveys. Ailother map is lii~o~vn as the Jeremiah TVil- 
liamsorl map, believed to hare been made previous to the 
Terhune map, somewhere about 1765-70. Upon tllis is  shown 
the so-called meadow lots of the North, Micldle and Ledge bank 
division, this clivision having been indicated for a i d  in the 
interest of the thirty-niiie original freeliolclers of the town. 



They were, it is believed, the first recognized owners of this 
portioii of the Island, a i d  some of their heirs and assigns have 
recently claimed portions of the Island on the basis of this 
recorded right. On this map is made the following singular 
and unique memorandum : " This beach has, witliiii the memory 
of living men, washed away more than a mile in one night." 
Other old surveys, tlie iiiaps of which show parts of Coney 
Island and Gravesend, were made by Herman Lifford and 
Roo-er. Strong. There are one or two other maps of interest, 
wittilout date or other means of nutllentic iclentification. 

A more recent survey mild map \%-as made by the Unitecl States 
Coast Mnrvep in 1835, aiiotller in 1865, and in 1875 tlie Engineer of 

,- the Park Commission completed a survey with the view to a care- 
ful coinparison with those which preceded it, and which has served 
as the bnsis for the su1)sequent operations of the Cbminissioners 
and others in the vicinity. The older inhabitants of Gravesend 
clairn to have observed with great care, the alteratioiis of the 
coiltour of the beach ancl conlfignrdion of the Island generally, 
from tinie to tiine. These observations have contiii~~ed tlirougll 
several yeafs and seem to justify the opiiiion that ib l i  almost 
orderly system of conipens;iting cllailges is contiiiually taking 
place in the sllorc line. These, are more or less directly 
due to meteorologic 1 pllenoniena of the spring aild fall 
seasous. The prcv; 4 ent witids aiicl characteristic stornis of 
these seasons present distinct and well defined phases common 
to this latitude, oiily varying in a marked degree wlleil storms 
of a soniemliat eccentric charactel* of long-continued and un- 
usual severity, act in coijmltion ~vith the high tides. According 
to our o \ ~ ~ i i  olrservatioils these changes posse~s a marked incli- 
viduality. A restoration by storms of some portions of the 
Island tlliit have been altered or obliterated by previous storms 
is not unconlrnon, and i t  is equally true that portions of the 
Island wliicll have been enla]-ged at one tinie by storm and tide 
lose their accretions froill the snine cause at another. Recent 
surveys indicate that Coney Island has p i n e d  lengtll by the 
accumulation of sauci, tl.~rough several seasons. These changes 
are observed, i f  not more intelligently, ~e~taint1.y by a greater 
number of people than fornierly, and they are oftener the sub- 
ject of ne~vspaper notice. Conlparisons of tlie two latest slxr- 
veys sl~ow that additions have bee11 made to the easterly end 
a i d  considerable lasses have occurred at the lower or extreme 
westerly end. The principal line of sa id  Iiills ruilning in 
generally easterly and westerly direction, is about 1,600 feet 
from the beach. A similar but less conspicuous sand formation 



making a secondary chain of elevations about 450 feet from the 
beach ; both of these are now almost obliterated by recent im- 
provements. However iil~portaiit these changes nlap have been 
in the past, there has operated cluring late years a force, or 
series of forces, which have with little apparent material alter- 
ation, couiiterb:~laiiced the loss and gain of surface, so that 
wllatever illore of extent, variety of features and pictnrescyueness 
the Island afforded to the sturciy Dlitch burgher and his 
family, 200 years ago, the mocleril visitor iliap be congratnlatecl 
upon elljoyill8 with inore certainty those extensive attrac- 
tions with wllich the Coney Islalid of to-day, abounds. 

While the safety of Coney Island has been greatly eiisured by tlle 
interposition of considerable en~baakments of filling, strengthen- 
ecl with structures of pile and l~eavy timber along the hotel 
water fronts, it is by no means improbable, that w 
storm niay occur and do great damage to portions of the Island. 
At certain t in~es  of the year, there is a prevalence of violent 
winds i ~ l l c l  storms from the iiortheast and the rlortllwest respect- 
ively. From winds from the former direction veering toward the 
south, the most destruction is to be looked for, and the greatest 
c:tre should be talcen to guard against tlleir effects. A north- 
east to soutl~east storm often brings i11 a heavy sea, which, 
rolling obliquely alovg the shore, aidecl by powerful tidal 
cnrrents, nit11 s~ich force as to warrailt tlw greatest alarm. 

The serere storm of J i~ l lna~y ,  1878, inay be ii~stanced as an 
example. One of these storms raging with great force, the 
winds ancl tides ill coi~junction, ancl long continued, would be 
liitble to ohliterate the most iiiiportant improvements on the 
Island in a few hours. 

Storins from the northwest, mllile also prevalent, rarely 
bring in ihn oceair swell, while the waves they raise fell up011 
the shore in a line nearly perpendicular to the trend of the 
coast. The projection of piers illto the ocean a t  points along 
the face of the 1sl:rnd inay ultimately destroy the surf, form 
bars, ailcl so materially impair the attractioils of bathing. 

The parks, the suburban improvements, such as the Ocean 
Parkway, tlle Concourse and other works at Coney Island, were 
projected by the Comrnissioner~ with reference to the demands 
of tlle future. They foresaw to a large extent what would follow, 
and their plans, ~vhich then loolred so formidable, are already 
recognized as not exceeding the cleinaiid for them. They were 
plaiis 11ot for n season lout for colnii~g p a r s ,  xncl this is an ele- 
ment in all the unclertakiiigs of the Comrnissioi~e~s to the con- 
sideration of which, our citizens have not always given proper . 



weight. The Commissioners have been compelled oftentimes 
for want of proper appropriations, to parsue a very tnistakeii 
economy in their judgment, in restricting some of their work 
to a 13asis that would soon require repairs and not n~uch later, 
to he built anew. 

The Coney Island of to-clay, ~vi th  its unequal irnprovemelits 
atid its 1:~tent possibilities for becoming one of the most popu- 
lar seaside resorts in the wowld, is notably one of those develop- 
ments wliicll the Commissioliers with reason, claim to have 
outliiled and foreshadowed as the natural sequence to the 
schemes iiow so intimately connected with the Island itself. 
Altllough 1;irge investments have been made there, carrying with 
them magllifioent projects calculated to secure popular apl>rovnl, 
there is much that is t e r ~ ~ p o ~ a r y ,  crude and unsightly. A few 
nominal and some real owncrs and lessees, individual a n d  cor- 
porative, representing the interests of a few rnore people, are 
competing with eacll other and wit11 those who may yet enter 
upon unoccupied ground, for the pecuniary profits that may 
result from their various enterprises. As an outgro~vth of this, 
there are already three or four clistiilct clusters of buildings, each 
representing a variety of eiltertainment for the public, and if 
the existing condition of tl~iilgs coiltinues without interruption 
or restriction, it will he lout a very short time before the entire 
Islailtl will become a vast and iii~onialo~~s seaside conglomera- 
tion of hotels, pavilions alicl nlcretricious exhibitions, and sllows, 
presenting a straggling, incongruous and rnost undesirable ap- 
pearance, ancl, in large rneihsurr, clisappoilltirlg if  not desti-oying 
the public expectatious. There are 110 watering places in Great 
Britain, or on the continent, which can :ifford such l~ealtliful 
enjoyn~ent, with such convenience of access to such nun~bers of 
people, and i t  stailds almost without a rival in our own country. 
I t  is of peculiar ancl im~necliate inlportnnce to Brooklyn, wit11 
her rapidly growi~ig subnrbs, whic21 within the coming century 
111ay embracc this resor.t within her limits, that Coney Island 
should be plac~cl under a wise supervision in order that the 
people ]nay enjoy equally alld cheaply its present and future 
attractions. 

I t  is desirable for ecoilomic and nlatiy other reasons that 
proper supervisiorl sllould be secured at the earliest moment. 
Long leases and absolut,e ownersl~ip, wit11 the improvements 
that will naturally follow, will ;t few years hence, i f  this matter 
is delayecl, seriously embarrass the prosecution of plilns for a 
much wicier enjoyment and xrsource. that could now be acconi- 
plished with economy atid to general satisfaction. 



The problem continually presents itself how to provide the 
greatest amount of rational pleasure to the greatest number of 
people. I n  the exercise of their duties the possibilities and 
suggestioils of Coney Island as a present and future resort for 
rest ancl recreatioil of our teeining population, have constantly 
engaged the attention of the Commissioners. Our people 
sho~lld consicler tlleniselves fortunate in controlling so impor- 
tant an interest, for instailce in so fine 22 beach as comprises the 
Collcourse at the Islancl, ancl it remains for them to demand 
intelligent and large-minclecl legislation, comn~ensnrate ~vitll 
the iinportailce of a matter so vital to their welfare. The 
interests centred at the Island are so conflicting and the 
policy governing their control so narrow ancl short-sighted, 
that with the exception of few illoneyed corporations owning 
large areas of land, the de~eloyment of mliicll is closely allied 
to enterprises involving a large espenclitnre of money for otlier 
purposes, it is easy to predict their future, unless proper influ- 
ences are used to harmonize their managemeat, so far as i t  inay 
be important to the public interest to do it. Intelligent ancl 
clisinterested obserration call only leacl to this coilclusion upon 
one point, viz. : that the chief cllnrni and attractiveness of Coney 
Island can only be preservecl by ullrestr~~cteci access to its 
delightful beach, and a view of its shore, without the interpo- 
sition of iacongruous a i d  offensive associations such as the 
huckster, the caterer to low amusements, gambling parapher- 
nalia and other unsiglltly ancl obtrusive eaterprises which 
pander to the tastes of oilly a few people and are exceedingly 
objectionable to the majority of visitors. Some of these petty 
speculators minister to depraved tastes ancl offer cheap allure- 
ments of a flasliy and qnestionable character to induce unthink- 
ing people to spend their moiley, while otllers of the better sort 
are coinpelled by tlle esistiilg and often ~ulrestrictecl coldition 
of things to thrust themselves into competitioll in order to be 
where the crowd congregate. This, on portioils of the beach, 
has grown fro111 a slight annoyance to becoii~e a positive 
nuisance, for the present toleration of wllicll no one in partic- 
ular is to blame, because there is no absolute lam to preveilt it, 
or, if there be, no :~nthority to give i t  force. I n  similar maimer, 
other abnses have gained a footllold ~vhich, with every recur- 
ring season, are now growing tenfold stronger by royal right 
of possession. The aggregate of this class of evils necessarily 
depr i~es  the people at large of a vast amount of that satisfac- 
tion and pleasure in their visits to the seaside to ~+hich  they 
are justly entitled. 



Three distinct suggestions impress themselves forcibly upon 
the Commission as essential, if not vital, to the continued 
and permanent success of Coney Islalid as a popular seaside 
resort. These are : 

First-To secure the I?e;~ch against destruction or occupation 
by greedy owners and lessees, thtzs insuring to the people its 
free ancl unrestricted use. 

Second-To provide a convenient promenacle and roadway 
for vehicles, the nuinber of wliich 15-ill always he silfficient to 
justify the amplest accomn~odation in this regard. 

Third-A spste~n of police surveillance uncler regulations that 
miiy be made wholesome and effective. 

Fourth-To secure proper sanitary regubtioiis and to d e ~ ~ i s e  
such plans for the clisposition of refuse of a11 kinds as will re- 
move the possibility of serious annoyance or danger to visitors 
and residents. 

The preservation of the beach and its free nse by the public, 
for healthful recreatioil is obviouslly a consideration of the first 
importance. Tlle obstructions that now encwrnber portions of 
it, the peripatetic vendem and the veliicles now driven along 
with shonts of wanling to pedestrians, sllould a11 be retired 
under regulatioi~s and provisions that would be alike gratif.ying 
to the public :~nd  just, to the extent of giving each his equal 
right and privilege and protection in the same. with a prom- 
enade under proper restrictions, slid for conveyances of all kinds, 
the public would at once fiilcl its pleasure and comfort greatly 
enhanced. The beach at present is a favorite resort for little 
cllildreil accornpaniecl by pi~reiits or servants ; there is necessity 
for constarit caution and care to guard thein from vehicles and 
rude pedestrians that are p;~ssing from one point to another on 
the beach, not specially because it is the beach, but because 
the only alternative, the driving or walking through the soft, 
dry sand, a little back from the beach, even when no booths are 
encountered, is intensely wearisoi~ie to both man ancl beast. 
With a roadway and a siclewalk of the form ancl general 
character such as has already been described to the Board of 
Supervisors by the Commissioners, to be constructed on the 
line of Surf avenue, the eiijoyment ancl usefulness of the Island 
would be 1n;~terially increased. It ~vonld be valuable not only 
to the great visiting public but to all who cater to it with what- 
ever is brought to the Island in wagons-meats, provisions, 
vegetables, &c. A roadway of this description should afford 



access to all important ~o i i i t s  on the Island, ancl would of itself 
he a bond of coinmoil interest to ii local commmlity which may 
olle clap be tweiityfolcl what it is now, and for wllose welfare a 
liberal and intelligent provision should be made. 

r l  I he  want of systematic and sufEcieilt police supervision at the 

Isli~nd is alreaclv a serious one, ancl if not provided for in the 
neiw future will do a negative injury to this resort which it will 
be  long in recovering from. One point on the Island has been ' a place of promiscuous resort for thirty yeilrs past. At a later 
perioct tlie beach began to be visited at another point, but it 
mas not until quite recently that this resort began to be divested 
of tlie ill repute which it llacl acquired in the earlier years of 
its llistory as a place of recreation. 

T i  is now so far recleemed in this respect t l i>~t  assaults ancl 
ro\vtbism are colnl)arati~ely iiifrecyuent, public gambling oilly 
occ~i~sioual i ~ l ~ i l  robbery or li~rceliy of rare occurreilce. This 

is pilrtly due to tlie great predon~ini~nce of a more l ; t ~  
abiding class of visitors than fornierly, partly to the employ- 
ment of private policeman i ~ t  some of tlle 1e:tcling hotels, i ~ n ~ l  
p;trtly due to the presence of police officials from tliis city. 

Tliere is neither systeiri, clisuipliile nor moral results of any 
liiilcl from such service. A long beach where tllonsailds gather by 
day and by night, a large area of which is unlighted aiid which 
is m~guarded by patrolmen, affords opportunity for a great (Leal 
of in~propriety ancl crime, the occurrence of whirah will, unless 
checked, give an evil character to this resort and drive from it 
the class of people whose coiltiilued presence ancl confidence is 
a guarantee of its respectable character. 

This is a matter touching the interests not only of the grn- 
era1 public, but of those wlio have la-rge iii\7estments there. An 
evil reputation is sometimes as insicluous in its growth as a 
wasting disease, a i d  eqni~llj- fatal. The reinecly is a uniformed 
ancl sufficieilt police service for the entire Islarld clurii~g tlle 
summer season; both by dny ancl by night, aclapted to its 
cliaaging exigencies, assigned to cluty where people gather in 
largest numbers, or where, in the judgineizt of an intelligeiit 
esecuti~re, they may be most recyuired in the preservation of 
order ancl good morals. 

Of co-equal importance with this, if not of greater interest, is 
early atteiltioa to tlie sanitary reyniremenls of tlie Island, a 
code of regulations and a rigid ellforcement of thela. Hundreds, 
per11al)s tllousancls go to Coney Island primarily aiid almost 
entirely for tlieir liealtll, illere recreation being a secondary 
consideration. 
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If the good effect of the sea breezes and pure air is sought 
for, the results should correspond with these expectations, and 
visitors should in some satisfactory degree realize the benefits 
which they may reasonably hope for, by timely visits to the 
Island. 

To disturb the mind of the public with doubts upon this 
subject, and to give rise to possible aplwehensions which 
practically may largely be imaginary, will nevertheless plainly 
operate to a large extent to the disadvantage of those who look 
to the visitors for the patronage upon which their support de- 
pends. Viewed from a higher stand point, this is the least 
important consideration, but it plainly indicates the direction 
in whioh owners and lessees of hotels may best subserve their 
own by uniting the interests of the people by guarding against 
any annoyances or danger which may be avoided by the timely 
use of such rneans as will probably dispose of the sewage, &c., 
and render apprehension ancl complaint unnecessary if not im- 
possible. To disregard this plain dictate of business foresight, 
will be to turn every visitor into a detractor and the reputation 
of the Island, if this neglect should become flagrant, would 
suffer very severely in consequence. 

The Coinmissioners having been led to consider this problem, 
do not regard it as one necessarily difficult of solution, nor as 
inrolving large pecuniary outlay, and they have already consid- 
ered the propriety of securing such aid from the county authori- 
ties as 1%-ould enable then1 to initiate on a, part of the Island 
most favorable for such purposes, a scheme which, if it proves 
practicable, the results may be further enlarged upon and per- 
fected by the co-operation of those most distinctly interested. 

So much may be said in regard to the f05~ leading wants of 
the Island; but something inay be added of a general nature 
which seems pertinent to the subject. It n ~ a y  be said of the 
existing policy at the Island, or the want of it, that it is of a . 
character too restrictive for people of moderate means. To a 
large majority of Island visitors who are neither very poor nor 
very rich, there is the alternative of paying more dearly for the 
gratification of their appetites and tastes than they can afford 
to, or of piitronizing places which, however respectable, possess 
distastef~~l associations and belongings that, if accepted, it is 
with a mental protest and a sense of dissatisfaction. 

All that affords pleasure to the masses at Coney Island, 
whether it he sustenance or amusement, should be equally acces- 
sible and under equally favorable conditions. 

A point that should not be underestimated in considering 
the improvement of Coney Island, is the iniportance of securing 
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at the earliest moment, the necessary legal authority to give 
such shape and character to its interests, so far as they are of 
public concern, as will preserre for the common benefit of all, 
the best uses of this watering place, which at no distant period 
may become a charming summer seasicle city, with lighted 
streets andhundreds of cottages, its more public places tlirollged 
as now, by thonsancls of transient visitors, attracted not only 
by the sea itself, but by many other facilities of enjoyment, 
not the least of which will be that they are safe, healthful, 
economical ancl thoroughly satisfying. 

It would be as i r n p o ~ s i b l ~  as it is unnecessary perhaps to 
forecast the future of Coney Islancl and its approaches. 

I t  seems safe to believe that at no remote period a substan- 
tially built drive will be completecl arouncl the inargin of Graves- 
end Bay, through Bay Ridge and Fort Hamilton, kc., affording a 
most delightfully picturesque series of land and water views. 
The scenery contiguous to Gravesencl Bay, the Narrows, and the 
Upper Bay comprises suburbs of the most delightful character. 

The prominent seaside resorts to ~vliich the resiclents of New 
York, Brooklyn, Jersey City and otller cities in this vicinity 
pay tribute, are Ne~vport, part of tlie Massachussetts coast and ' 

Cape May. They are reached only by the sacrifice of time, 
more or less incon7-enience by reason of their distance, and a 
considerable outlay of money. The same c~iticisms possess an 
approximate force when made as to Fire Island, Long Branch .- 
and some other minor resorts. 

Coney Islancl possessing all the aclvantages for which other 
places of the kind are sought, chief of which are a fine beach 
and surf, and ample facilities for safe bathing, is even now 
almost a suburb, in its nearness to the largest and most 
densely populated area in this country, with capabilities of 
becoming to two million of people a veritable people's resort, 
to which access by water, in itself affording an attraction highly 
prized by thousands, is most convenient, while the extensive 
railroad facilities connecting with all parts of New York ancl 
Brooklyn render little to be desired in this particular. 

All of which is respecfully submitted. 

J. S. T. STRANAHAN, 

Pr.esicllent. 
F. G. QUEVEDO, 

JNO. Y. CULYER, Sec?.etaq* y. 
Chief Eqtgineer and Szperiqztelzdent. 



lStaternent of ZZeceipts and Bxpelzditures on account of the se.oer.al 
Parks o f  the City of Brooklyn during the Year 1874 . 

PROSPECT PARK . 
- 

RECEIPTS . I I 
$106. 786 66 

25, 611 83% _ 
$132. 398 49 

$111, 854 27 
20, 544 22 

$132, 398 49 

Balance to credit. January I. 1874 ......................... 
Received for water sold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $223 10 

........... ‘ rents of buildings on the Park 7. 142 I I ~  
royalty on (.'arrousel ..................... 310 53 

. '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
! 

* '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
surveys. n~aps. &c 5. 794 35 
hire of steam roller 1. 600 00 

" grass and old material . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  640 41 
boat license ..........................*... 500 00 

' wagons and harness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1, 500 00 
stone. kc..  sold ......................... 265 00 

" Surveyor's instruments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 5 0  
milk ................................... I 1, 156 36 
trees and shrubs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  80 55 
carriage license .......................... ( 46 26 

Received from Franklin avenue improvement .......... 1 6, 244 92 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Park pound , 100 85 

Total .................................................... 

EXPENDITURES . 
..... Paid salaries engineera, dio ............. 

.......... .. surveyors. draughtsmen and assistants 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' laborers, keepers. horses ant1 carts 

" materials of construction, tools and instruments . .  
. . . . . .  " stationery. printing. and drawing materials 

office expenses, rents, and repairs ............... 
........................ trees, plants, and shrubs 

' I  insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I '  legal expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
.‘ mazure and other fertilizers ...................... 

..................................... horse feed 
" patent pavelnents ............................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Balance, January 1, 1875 

Total .................................................... 

$1, 882 70 
5, 353 '26 

60, 687 52 
36, 950 75 
1. -109 14 
2, 138 30 
1, 066 24 

333 00 
678 00 
184 33 
357 40 
812 63 



Balance, January 1, 1874. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 
.... Paid surveyors and assistauts ....... 

" drainage pipe 
1 . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
..... " materials of construction and tools. . . . I  

" Scrimshaw and stone pavements.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
'. laborers, mechanics, horses and carts, .  . . . . . . . . .  
" . horse feed. . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" trees and boxes ............................... 
" printing and advertising.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" retaining wall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

- 

WASHINGTON PABK. 
-- 

Balance, January 1, 1875.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

RECEIPTS. 

...... Received from City of Brooklyn ..... 

EXPENDITURES. 

Total  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 .  . . . . . . . .  1 $25,000 00 

- 

$25,000 00 -- 

CITY PARK. 
- - --- - - - --- - -- 

8 RECEIPTS. I i 
Balance to credit, January 1, 1874.. 

Expended on pavcments and walks. .................. 
" labor.. ............................... 

$$,016 75 
32 90 

-. - - $5,049 65 



ZINDEL PARK. 

-- ----. 
--ppp---- 

RECEIPTS. I 

Received from City of Brooklyn ...................... 

...................... Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .: 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid surveyors and assistants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

MAINTENANCE ACCOUNT. 

i 

Received for the niaintenance of a l l  the City Parks fa 
theyear1874 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

.... Received for the maintenance of Fri~nklin avenue 

Paid for iron railing and lamp posts ................... 
" wages, laborers, horses and carts . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ! 
" stone coping, kc ............................ 
" stationery I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " materials of construclion, tools, $G 

I . . . . . . . . .  
", trees and shrubs ............................ 
" ~vater pipe and hydrants.. ................... 

-- 
Balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Balance ....................................... 

.......... Deficiency in  maintenance of former years.. 
................. Expended in maiutrnance of 1874.. 



Mai~ctenalzce A ccou~z?-Expenditures. 
A 

. .-~ ----- - - - 
6 

FOR. TOTAL. 
8 

Roads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Walks . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $139 02 
Structures 
Plantations . . . . . . . . .  
Water ............... 
Drainag.? . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Ice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Tools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Keepers . . . . . . . .  
General . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Musib . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Totals . . . . . . . . . . .  

5,881 811 
52 38 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
984 71 
528 90 

4,280 53 
13 28 

37,170 57 
18,062 95 
3,069 00 

$105,456 25 $5,610 01 $3,270 71 $1,845 39 $1,118 21 82,375 49 
I 

3,410 63 
966 98 

14 50 
1,459 59 

284 23 

$3,943 80 $681 57 $2,406 80 6126,708 23 I 

. . . . . . . . .  
530 67 

1,883 90 
271 74 

- 

.. . . . . . . .  
$3,943 80 

$681 57 
...... 82,496 80 



PARADE GROUND. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Balance to credit, January I ,  1874 
Amount received from County Treasurer.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

EXPEND~TURES. 

Paid keepers ....................................... 
" mechanics, laborers, horses and cart:;. ........... 

.......... ' materials of construction and supplies. 
" trees and shrubs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Balance, January 1, 1875.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

$1,133 18 
2,500 00 

$3,693 18 

$185 88 
784 59 
83 60 
55 25 

1,109 32 

$2,583 86 



Re,:ely,ts ancl Expe?~ditures c l u ~ i n g  the Yea?. 1875. 

PROSPECT PARK. 
- -- -- --- - -- - -- - 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance to credit, January 1, 1875.. ............... . . . . . . . .  L2fl.144 22 

. . . . . . . .  Paid salaries, engineers, snrveyors and clerks 
. . .  " mechanics, laborers, keepers, horses and carts. 

" materials of construction, tools, kc. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
‘ trees and shrubs .............................. 
< '  printing, stationery and drawing materials. ...... 

MAINTENANCE. 
- 

-I 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Received from City.. 
. . . . . . . . . .  " rent of buildings on Park. .  

" royalty on camera-obscura.. ........... 
.... " sale of cattle ............... 
......................... 

tools ................................. 
' royalty on ('arousal .................. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Received for milk. 
' boat license.. ...................... 
' carriage liceuse .................... 
" .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  water sold 
" grass and old material.. ............ 

" from Park pound ......................... 
4b 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Balance, Junaary 1, 1875. 
.... Paid supplies, materials of construction and tools. 

" salaries, engineers, surveyors and draughtsman . . 
" laborers, keepers, horses and carts.. . . . . . . . . . .  
" printing.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" office expenses and rent of office. ................ 
" legal expenses. ................................. 
.' horse feed .................................... 
" mus1c ................... ................ 
" stationery, drawing materials, k c . .  .............. 

Total. ........................................ 



WASHINGTON PARK. 

Balance to credit, January 1, 1875 
Received from Lity of 13rooklyn.. . . . . . .  

. . . . .  Paid salarics engineers, surveyors i ~ . ~ d  i~ssistants. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " materials of eonstmction, tools, Bc.  

. .  " laborers, keepers, nlechanics, llorscs and carts. 

Ealance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

TOMPKINS PARK. 

P:~id  salaries engineers, surveyors and i~ssistimts. . . . . . .  
" materials of construction, tools, k c . .  . . . . . . . . . .  
" labor, horses :md carts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

52 85 

R I  CIIIPTS. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Balance to credit, January 1, 1875.. 

EXPEND~TUI~X~.  

. . . . . . . .  T o t a l . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

$326 48 

P,\IiK BOUNDED BY GTVINNETr AND 3IIDDLETON STREETS AND 
BRO l D  WAY AND THROOP AVENUE. 

- - - -- -- - - 
-- - -- 

Paid materials of construction, tools, k c . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  
Isborers, horsts and carts " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

$50 57 



MARTYRS' TOMB. 

I 

Balance to credit, January 1, 1875.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 , . 1 , $553 40 -. 

I 

Paid salaries surveyors and assistants .............. 
< I  drainage pipe.. .............. .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" laborers, mechanics, horbes and carts. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

CUMBERLAND PARK. 
- - 

I I 

Balance, January 1, 1875.. ..................... 
Paid laborers ...................................... 

$118 48 , 

MA1 S TENANCE PARKWAYS. 
- ---- 

Received from City of Brooklyn ................................ $5,000 00 ! 
Paid laborers, horses and carts. ....................... 

‘ salaries, engineers and superintendence ......... 
$8,467 30 



Maintenance-Expenditures for the Year 1575 . 

Roads .......................... 
Walks ......................... 
Structures ...................... 

..................... Plantations 
Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

...................... Drainage 
Ice ............................. 
Stock .......................... 
Keepers ....................... 
General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Music .......................... 

- 
Totals ..................... I 



PARADE GROUND. 

Paid keepers and superintendence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . .  ' '  laborers, mechanics, horses and carts 

. . . .  " snpplies, materials of construction and tools 
" insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Balance, January 1, 1875 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Amount received from Count,? Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Balance, January 1, 1876 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

$2 583 86 ~ 
2,500 00 1 

. - - -- . -- i $.5,083 86 

Beceipts and Ex27e?zditwres du7-ing the Year 18'76. 

MALNTENANCE OF PARKS. 
- -- - -- - - - - - -- -- --- 

RECEIPTS. 1 I 
I 

The total receipts for rriaintaining the Public P i d s  
during the year 1876, were: 

Heceived from City. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $120,010 00 
Balance, J:tnnary 1, 1877 ....................... 32,155 80 

.- -- 

EXPENDITURES. 

$152,155 80 

The total expenditures for maintaining the Pul)lic 
Parks during the year 1876, were: , .  

Balance, January 1, 1876.. ..................... I ........... $28,638 10 
Paid supplies, malerials of conxtrnction and tools. .  .... '$23.712 30 

" salaries engineers, survejors and draughtsmen..  . 5,08.2 80 
" laborers, keepers, horsefi and carts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  85,82 2 55 
" ofice expenses and rent of office . . . . . . . , . . . . .  1,614 08 
'< horse feed ....................................... 3,561 08 
" music.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,177 50 
" stationery, drawing materials. kc.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  547 39 

$123,517 70 

i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Total $152,155 80 



Xaintenance Accolrnt for the 2'eur 18'76. 
- . -- -- - -- -- - -- -- -- 

R E C E I V E D :  * 
For the maintenance of all the City Parks for 1876.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $120,000 00 

E X P E N D E D :  - -- -. 

FOR . w M j TOTAL. 

3 6 z s 2 F 
4 
U -- -- -- ,-- 

-1 
I-' 

Roads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $13,432 95 
Walks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,000 811 1 $359 38 8210 15 9159 28 . . . . . .  $15 47 
Structures.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16,370 81 326 50 470 99 263 70 , .  . . . . . . .  151 56 $4 12 I 
Plsntstions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . Water. .: 
Drainage.. .................. 
Ice ........................... 
Stock.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Keepers. .................... 
Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
General ..................... 

Totals.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
-- 

13,928 43 
7,554 83 

427 97 
2,237 01 
1,173 59 

34 696 25 
3,177 50 

12 149 85 
-- 
$108,150 01 

1,036 55 
44 85 

3,220 53 

1,29-1 74 
-- 
$6,282 55 

51 36 

1,177 33 

316 66 

467 .33 723 69 

i -TT- - 

93 73 

$2,225 99 

1 

-- 
13,640 07 I $h i% ih $2,608 4r $11 12 $16 76 

, ! 

1291 

1 ' 
! 

2,175 68 

. . . . . .  

1 \ 

. . . . . . . .  j 1,405 78 

317 52 194 38 301 89 7 00 
I 



MAINTENANGE OF PARKWAYS. 

EXPENDITURES. I ' 1  
Balance, Jannary 1, 1876.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3,46? 30 

- Paid laborers, horses and carts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 4.162 03( 
.......................................... trees 422 00 

" materials of construction, k c . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  534 6 i  :: engineers and superintendence.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  579 701 

I 
Received fro111 City of Brooklyn , 8,000 00 

Balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,865 68 

1 
WASHINGTON PARK. 

The total Receipts and Expenditures during the year 1876, were : 

Balance to credit, Jsnnary 1, 1876 .............. $2.817 65 
Received from ( ity of Brooklyn,. .................... 6,000 QO 

$8,817 65 

Paid for iron gates .................................. I $3,150 00 
" granite steps and platforms. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,436 50 

8,586 60 

Balance, January 1, 1877 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I 

$231 15 



TOMPKINS PARK. 
- - -- - - - - - - 

Paid surveyors and assistants. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $49 86 
" trees, shrubs and plants and flag-staff. ........... 177 00 
" laborers, horses and carts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  143 32 

$370 18 

PSRADE GROUND. s .  

Balance to credit, January 1, 1876. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

..................... Balance, January 1, 1876.. 
. . . . . . . . . .  Amount received from County Tredsurer.. 

273 63 
-- -- 

$96 55 

-- 

Paid laborers, mechanics, horses and carts . . . . . . . . . . .  
" keepers and superintendence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . .  " supplies, materials of construction and tools. 

Balance January 1, 1877 ...................................... 

$1,076 76 
1,761 67 

293 38 
- 3,131 81 

$383 20 



Receipts ccncl Expenditures cluring the Eear 1877. 
;\IAINTENANCE OF P.PBK8. 

-- -- - - - 
I 

1 1 ~ ~ 1  IPTS. I 
The total receipts on account of maintaining Ihe public1 

parlis during the  year 1877, were: I 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Received from City I 60,000 00 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  ' for deficiency of' 187" and 1875 '35,600 I c l  
. . . . . . . . . . . .  Am ~ n n t  of accounts ceitified to Auditor I 66,134 83 

. . . . . . .  Eeoeivecl for rent of building on Prospect Park.  5,427 0 0 ~  
carriage license.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  500 001 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " milk sold. .  500 00: 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  ' boat license .. 1,000 00' 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  royalty on Carrousel. 424 48 
" camera-obscnra.. . . . . . . . . . .  . /  51 27 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " old material sold.. ( 426 37 ' 88 10 " water ............................. .....I 
trees ......................... 7 00 . . .  cattle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Park pond..  
....................... " ' revenue of 1876.. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
$173,438 i 6  

BalanceJ January 1, 1 8 7 8  .636 10 

EXPENDITURES. 
I 1 

The total amonnt of expenditures on account of main- 
taining tllc public 1,arks during the year 1877, were: 1 I 

$33,155 80 . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  Ihlance, Januaty 1, 1877. .*. 
. . .  l'aid salaries engineers, surveyors and draughtsmen 

< '  laborers, keepers, mechanics, horses and carts . . 
..... a *  supplies, materi:hls of construction, tools. &c 

" ofice expenses, rent of office and insurance ...... 
a stationery, drawing materials and printing. 

$140,775 61 
Paid City Treasurer. 1,143 15 

$174,074 56 

$9,232 4.0 
94,054 49 
29,939 57 

1,310 19 
1,609 94 

' I  patent paveillent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  339 05 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  horse feed I 1,030 15 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  music . I  2,875 00 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ '  trees, shrubs and plants.. / 383 20 



WASHINGTON PARK. 
.. ~- . 

. -- - ---. - -. -- -- 

Caill balance, J:tm~:trg 1, 1877 . . . . . . . .  
Amount of acconntb certitiell to ili~clltor . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Paid laborers, horse:; and carts.. 
' I  granite steps and pl:ltfor~lls, i111c1 freiglrt on sixnle. 

. . .  " si~l:tries, enginee~ing and superintendence 
" p:~tent pavcment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

MAINTENANCE OF EASTERN PARBWdP. 

Bmoiint of accoiints certified to Auditor. . . . . . . . . . .  
Balance January 1, 1878 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

MAINTENAXCE OF OCEAN PARKWAY. 

Received frorn City . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I3alance, January 1, 1878.. .......................... 

EXPENDITUKES. 

$5,879 31 

Paitl laborers, horses carts. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  / 54,704 06 
" engineering anti superintendence. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  552 23 

Paid laborers, horses anrl carts.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  '. engineering and superintendence. 

. .  " supplies, printing, materit~ls of constrnction, kc .  
" keepers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" tools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

" snpplics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" trees. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

:i26 0'2 
297 00 

.- - - .. 



SKATING SHELTER. 

-- 

Received from City.. .................. 

WILLINK ENTRANCE. 

~x8EmxTuREs. 

Paid laborers and mechanics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" lumber, materials of construction, tools, kc.. . . . .  
" engineering and superintendence. .............. 

Received from City Treasurer.. ....:........... . . . . . . I  $6,000 001 
............................ Balance, January 1, 1878 j '320 551 

/.----_I $5,920 65 

EXPENDITUREB. I 
Paid laborers, horses and carts.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  / $1,225 50 

" supplies, materials of construction and tools. . . . .  1,445 19 
engineering and superintendence.. . . . . . . . . . .  260 00 

" drainage pipe.. ............................... . I  178 10; 
" pavement.. ................................... 2,821 76 

$5,920 55 

I 

$2,756 22 
7,811 25 

376 00 
$10,975 47 



PARADE GROUND. 

Balance January 1, 1877.. $383 20' 
Paid laborerw, mechnnics horses and carts.. ......... 1,421 71 

keepersand superintendence.. 820 74 
" supplies and materials of construction.. 337 10 
' L  . insurance 68 00 

' 

Balance January1,1878 $530 75 

--- - -- -- 

RECEIPTS. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Amount received froni County Treasurer 

MAINTENANCE O F  CONCOUBSE AT CONEY ISLAND. 

- -- 

$2,500 00 

Amount received from County Treasurer.. .......... .I. .  ........ , I  $2,000 00 

................... Paid keepers and superintendence. $781 101 
.......... 4 G  laborers, n~ealm'nics, bones  md cnrts.. 1 1,122 951 

'< supk.lies, nlaterials of constri~ction and tools.. .... / 218 181 
" trees ........................................... 

................................ Balance January 1, 1878.. 

- 
---A- 

$184 33 

- --- 



M A I N T E N A N C E  O F  P A R K S  

The expense qf maintaining lhe Public J'us.7rs for the Year 1877 was us follows : 
-- . ... .... .. ~ ~ ... .. ... 

FOR TOTAL. 

B 

Ronrls. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $12,902 32 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 1 .  , 

Stractares.. . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . .  
P ~ a i  . , , . , . , . 
JI1ater . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , ..... 

........... Droinnge . . . . . . . .  , 
Ice . . . . . . .  , . .  , . . . . .  , , . . . .  
Stock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . .  
Keepers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , .. 

.............. 
B!Iusic.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
General . .  

Totals ................. 
- . . . . -- . . 



iVui7ztenance qf Prospect, Tashington, Carroll, City, C'ity Hall 
and T'o"~yzpki~~s Parks, for the Eiar 1878. 

I 
Items of expense certified to Auditor on account of' 

Maintenance of the  Pablic Parks of the city : i 

Unexp~nded  b:~lance of 1877 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
A~~loar l t  appropriated by Cururnon Con: cil of city for 

year1878 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Appropriated by Comnlon Council for deficiency of 

1876: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Appropriation by resolution of Cornmon Council of 

December, 1877 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
From Park Revemne Fund. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

For pay-rolls of laborerli, mechanics, horses and carts. $46.808 578 
keepers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 27,128 29 
emplogbs, Superintendent, Secretary, 

and clerks.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
For bills of supplies, feed, I-umber, k c . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

" stationery, drawing mat rials, printing, 
andbooks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Unexpended bnlnnce.. ... 
$114,321 44 

$8 32 

100,000 00 

3,517 70 

1,500 00 
9,295 42 1 

MAINTAINANCE OF EASTERN PARKWAY. 

I--- $114,321 44 
I 1 T -7 --:--: 

I 
Amount appropriated b) Common Council f o ~  the  year[ ! 

1878 . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Unexpended balance of appropriation of 1877.. . . . . . . . .  

Itelris of exl?ense certified to  Auditor for above object: i 
For pay-roll of laborers, keepers, &c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I  $3,37& 851 

$3,999 67 
50 

$4,000 17  

....... " employbs and superintendence.. i 447 50 
Bills for trees ..................................... . I  132 00 

" supplies and materials ...................... 

Unexpended balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

48 32 
.- 



MAINTENANCE OF OCEAN PARKTI'AY. 
-- 

PA -. - 

Amount apl~ropriated by Comluon Corrncil of the City 
for year 1878 

I 
. . . . . . . . .  $10,000 00( . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Transferred by Common Council from P:wk Reyenuel 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fund . .  900 001 

- j 910,900 00 

Items of expense certified to Buditor for above object :--- I - =  
. . . . . . . . . . . .  For pay-rolls of laborcrs, horses and carts. $6 381 671 

. . . . . .  For pay-rolls of en~ployers nn(l superintcnctevce. 8514 86 
" water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  287 7'7 
" trees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  143 00' 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  horses i 35(! 0 4  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  wagons . I  600 00; 

" road scraper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  80 001 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " water carts 900 001 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I '  snpplics and m:rtcrinls 1,355 ;341 
- / $10,8926; 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  TJnexpendecl balance.. :. . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Total . .  $10,900 00 

-- - - I 

TVASHINGTON PARK, BUILDING BATTERY WALL. 

Items of c3st certified to Anditor for above ol~ject  . I i 

Amount appropriated by the Common Cou~lcil for 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wnsllington Park: for year 1878. 

Unexpended balance of appropriation of 1877.. . . . . . . .  
$7,000 00 

2,102 0 5  $9 102 05 
- - ..... - i---' 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

For  p:lyrolls of empley6s. surreys and nlperinienclcnae.~ 
" i s  " laborers.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " bills for t,ree boxes 
'. ' l  briclrp, cement, snpplies. .  ............... 

" Bodwell Granite Company, granite. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
.................... .' John ti. O'Rourlie, contract.. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Unexpended balance. 
- 



TVAGHINGTON PARK FLAGGING. 
-. -. - -. . .. .... .. *- --.A- 

Amount t~ppropri:~ted by Conlnlon Council for flagging 
aud regalaling siilewalks of JVasllington Park $4,000 00 

Items of cost certified to Auditor for above object: / I 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  . For p;ly-mlls of laborers, homes and wrts $827 071 

' $  snperinteudence, inspection and surveys.. . . . . . . . .  285 00 
" supplies, bricks and cement . . . . . . . . . . . . .  142 051 

drain pipe :: peter Lyean, contract.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
$3,996 78 

. . . . . . . .  Amount of appropriation uncxpended . . . . . . . .  . . I . .  3 22 
I 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 . . . . . .  $4,00C 00 

ERECTION OF PICNIC SHELTER ON PROSPECT PARK. 

Uneupenrled bahnce of appropriation of 1877, npplica 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ble to yicnic Shelter. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Appropriation of 1878.. 

Items of cost certified to Auditor for ab07.e object : 

. . . . . .  For labor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .'. 
" snperlntendence.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" E.  Sneclelter, contract . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" E. Snedeker. '< . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " pihtentpavemcnts 
" lambel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .................... " draig~ pipe :. 
" suppl ies . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " har ware 

Unexpended balance.. . . . . . . . . . .  

Total ...................... 



ERECTION OF SHELTER AND REPAIRS OF FENCE OF TOMPKINS 
PARK. 

An~onnt  appropriated by Comnlon Council for year 18'78. $3,000 00, 
53 000 00 

I -_ -- 

Amounts certified to 4uditor being in full of cxpencli-1 
ture for said improvement: I 

. . . . ............ For s~~perintendence and inspection.. / $275 751 
" pay-roll of laborcrs and employt s .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  
' $  filbert Snecleker, contr :ct for shelter. . . . . . . . . . . .  
" Miller ff IVilliamson, contract for fence. .  ......... 
" patent pavement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " supl~lies :~ncl material 
I. 02,998 43 

Unexpendecl balance ......................... . . . . . . . .  .I 1 67 
I - _ _  

I I lotal  ......................................... ' $3,000 00 . . . . .  i 

A~nonnt  approllriizted by Colnnlon Co~lncil of the City 
fbr 1878, to bay :ln~ounts espended on the erection of 
Green House and Carrousel, soiling and planting nortb 
side of Ocean Hill, and additional appropriations for 
Skating ancl Picnic Shelttr ~n Prospect Park . . . . . . . . . .  

Amount certified to Auditor for cost of Green House: 

Pay-rolls of laborers and superintendeoce. . . . . . . . . . . .  / $2,611 001 
Bills for snpplies and materials of construction. I 5,696 411 

. . . . . .  I 
Amount certified to Auditor for cost of Citrronsel: 1 I 

............ Pay-rolls of laborers iznrl snperintendenc,e I 3,968 07 
....... Bills for supplies and wateri:~ls of construction. I 1,961 56 

Amonnt certified to Ailclitor for cost of Ocean Hi11 lm-  
provement: I i 

Laborers, homes and carts.. ......................... .I 2,:3169811 

Anlount certified to Auditor for ad(1itional cost of/ 
Skating Shelter: I 

Pay-rolls for laborers, horses and carts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  554 00 
Balance credited to account of additional appropriation 

for Picnic Shelt,er.. ................................ 1 2,892 
$30,000 CO 



PARK REVENUE. 
- -- - - - --- - - - - - -- - - - -  

~{CCEIPTS. ! i 

. CONCERT FUND. 

Amount received from rents. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 $4,626 00 
. . . .  royalty on Carrollsel.. 

carriago license . . . . . . . . .  600 00 
boat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  300 00 
Ariel Rink. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  67 31 
nlilli.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  305 65 

Amount subscribed by the several railroad companies, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  and paid in the City ' r r ~ n s t ~ r y  

Transferred by Common Council from Parli Hevenue 

sale of cattle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" sheep . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
' *  old r1:aterial . . . . . .  

" derrick.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
' " castings.. . . . . . . . . . . .  
" tree boxcs.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l C  r a t e r .  
" goldfish. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

use of stennl roller. . . . . . . . . . .  
care of runaway horses and 

broken carriages.. . . . . . . . . . . .  

1878. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Peb. 2, rrmonnt paid City Treasurer.. 

DIch. 8, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
April 11, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
May 28, . ................ 
July 2, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  F u n d .  ... .: / 816 UUI 
$1,916 00 

- -- 

70 00 
120 65 
233 14 
160 00 
(ilt 30 
12 00 

3,854 46 
9 72 

76 001 

I 58 00; 
- - 1 911,011 52 

I=- 
$2,350 05 

216 301 
50 00; 
73 301 

178 50 

Amount certified to Auditor for sixtern concer'ts given 
by Deverell's Thirteenth Regiment Band, Prospect 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Park . .  $1,916 00 $1,916 00 i I 

" 13, . . . . . . . . . . . .  114 50! 
Sept. 12, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,367 84' 
Dec. 12, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6,085 731 

31, ................. 575 30, 
- -- -- -. $11,011 52 

i 



KINGS COUNTY PARADE GROUND. 

Amount appropriated by Supervisors of Kings County 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  for care and rnainteilance of Parade Ground.. 

Amount expended during year 1878 for above object :I 

CONCOURSE AT CONEY ISLAND. 

$2,500 00 

Balance January 1, 1678. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8530 75 
. . . . . . .  For wages of keepers, laborers and mowers. I 2,031 14 

" wages, salaries and superintendence.. ............ 255 50 
" supplies, lumber, tools, kc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  293 67 

- 
.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . Balance January 1, 1879.. 

I 

Amount appropriated by Board of Supervisors of Kings' 
county for cdke and maintainance of Coney Island 
Concourse $2,500 00 

$3,111 06 
611 06 

$2,500 00 

Amount expended during the year 1878 for above/ 
. 

object: 1 I 
Balance, January 1, 1878.. .................. 1 $184 33 

For Labomrs and keepers.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  894 411 
" salaries and snperinteudencc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" repairs to Scrimshaw pavement (damage by storms) 
" lighting with gas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Balance, January 1, 1879.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

94 00 
2,210 17 

41 78 
83,424 69 

$924 69 



Maintenance of Parks for  the Year 18 7 8 .-Ezyenditures. . 

Roads. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Walks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Structures. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Plantations 
Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  Drainage : 
Ice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Stock .......................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Keepers 
General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Tota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



financial Statement Jor Zhe Fear 1879. 

MAINTENANCE O F  PUBLIC PARKS. 

Unexpended b:alance of 1878 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Anlount appropriated by the Common Council of the I %308 l8 I  city, for the  year 1879 ........................... i 75 000 00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l rnoonl  derived from Park Revenue.. i 9,211 961 
! - _  / $84,520 14 
I 
i 

Items of Expense certified to Anditor on  account of, 
Maintenance of Public Parlrs of the City : 

i 
i 

For pay-rolls of laborers, mechanics, horses and carts . 
" pay-rolls of keepers ............................. 
' <  hills of supplies, feed, lumber, k c . .  . . . . . . . . .  
' <  bills of stat,ionery, drawing materials, printing and 

books ...................................... 

, Belance unexpended January 1, 1880.. . . . . . . . . .  

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I lLIAIN PENANCE OF EASTERN PARKWAY. 

Amount appropriated by the Common Council for the 
year 1879.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Items of expense certified to  Auditor for above object: 

$5,000 00 
- 

For pay-rolls of laborers, kcepers, horsos and carts.. . .I $4,974 00 
" bills for snpplies.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 00 

$4,994 00 
Balance ut~expended January 1, 1880. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ip-plp-- 6 00 

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I 

$5,000 00 



BEDFORD AVENUE REPAISS AND CLEANING. 

MAINTEN,kNCE OF OCEAN PARKWAY. 

.. For pay-rolls of laborers, keepera, horses and carts. .  
" repairs to  tar pavement.. ........................ 
" printing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

$3,998 90 
Unexpended balance, January 1, 1880. . . . . . . . . . .  ! . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 10 

$10,000 00 

$9,996 00 
4 00 

510,000 00 

.~. ~ ~ ...... .. . P - -- -- . 

Amount appropriated by Common Council for the year 
1879.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Items of expense certified to  Auditor for above ob- 
ject : 

For pay-rolls of laborers and teams.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" trees. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" Inmber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" tri~nsportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
" hydr nts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

.......................... " supplies and materials. 

. . . . . . .  

Amount appropriated by Comnlon Council of the city 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  for the year 1879.. 

SALABIES-OFFICES OF PARKS. 

$9,431 85 
102 80 
68 30 

150 00 
124 IJO 
119 05 

. . . . . . . . .  

$4:000 00 

Amoilnt appropriated by Common Council of the city 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  for the year 1879.. ( . I $8,500 00 

Halance unexpended January 1, 1880.. j . .  
i 

Total . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I  

Items of expense certified to Auditor for above ob-l 
ject : I 

Items of expense certified to Auditor for above ob- 
ject : 

For pay-rolls of officers and employks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Unexpended balance, January 1, 1880.. . . . . . . . .  

$8,479 25 
20 75 

-- 

$8,500 00 



MUSIC-PROSPECT PARK . 
Amount appropriated by Common Council of the  City for the  

year 1879 .................................................. $1. 500 00 
-. . . .  

Items of expense certified to Auditor for above object : 

For  twelve concerts given by Conterno's Band on Prospect Park ..... $1, 500 00 

REVENUE DEEIVED FROM THE PUBLIC PARKS 0: THE CITY OF 
BROOKLYN AND PAID INTO T H E  CITY TSEASURY . 

From rents .................................................... $4. 069 03 
" boats ..................................................... 1. 0110 00 
" carriage license . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  375 00 
'. water .................................................... 3. 257 95 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " sale of old material 85 15 
.............................................. ' sale of cattle 96 00 

. . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " Camera-obscura .,., 18 65 
" Carrousel ................................................ 241 04 
4' ........................................... Ariel Bink 52 14 
“ care of broken wagons ..................................... 17 00 

$9, 211 96 



Roads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Walks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Structures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Plantations 

Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
...... . . . . . . . . . .  0 Drainage 

Ice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. .....  ... 
Stock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Keepers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Mair~taizance of PubFic Par~ks.-Expe77ditures, 1879. 
- - -- -- - - -- 

Totals ................... 

FOR 

1 
- - 

I I I 

PBYSP~PT. WASHINGTON. FI~ROLL.  CITY. cIrr HAIAL ToiiPans c u ~ s m ~ ~ e o .  

-- - - -- - - - -- ! 
pp 



h'tatement of Accounts certiJied to Auditor d w i n y  tha Year 1879 . 

January 4 
4 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Bracken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

....-................. 
Pay-roll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' . . . . . . .......,.... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lumber 

Employds and Clerlrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Keepers' supplies 

Supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Horseshoeing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

- ..... -+ ....... 

Laborers and Keepers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  < 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 " . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
41~ichard Dudgeon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

20'Pay-roll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Februarv 31 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  'Hardware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  COfl1.  
24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24 Peter B . Bracken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Supplies 
24 Prof . W . Baker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24 Peter B . Braclien . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Vegetables 
24 Dayton & Carter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
24 B . M . Watson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Trees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
25 Qninn Bros . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Feed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  March 3 William Bergen Coal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3 . ' 6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 \Ym PorLer's Sons ILainps, &c 
3 6 '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3 1 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. ,  

Repairs . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Employts and Clerlis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Laborers and Keepers 



3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . * . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I I I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

3l~benezer  Waters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Veterinary Surgeon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
...... 318 . Iinee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Harness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. 

. . . .  3:E R Shipman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. Feed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4 Paj-roll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Laborers and Keepers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " I  -" 

L C  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~nc iden ta l  expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

/Paints, $c .................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

13Peier l3raaken liorsesiroeing 
13Scranton & Co Soap 
18 4 . V . Benoit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Drawing mate,ials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. 18 Edw L . Tripler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rn hber coat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . .  . . .  19 P r~spec t  Park and Coney Island I)lail:oad Company l~icliots . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

20 Bodwell Granite Company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
20 Pay.rol1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  mployks and C le~  ks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

April 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
0 .  " 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 
2 IJohn Francis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  31H R Worthington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Castings, Bc 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3'Wm Porter'fi Sons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lnnlp mppliefi 

. 7John Y Culler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Incidental expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 jTVilliam Berg n . Coal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

111 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 j' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. I1 j Edw. R Sllipman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Feed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 

. 11 I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .__. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I < '  . . . . . . . . . . . .  ..................._ 

I~n rnbe r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  
. 1 ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  . .  I " 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

W . Sl~adbolt Rs Son . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Repairs to wigons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
16 Scranton & Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .lSoap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
17Dagtoi & Career . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ a r d u a r e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



St~teincnt qf Accounts certified to A11~l7tor--/Tc~rtinued . 
... . ...... -. . -.. ...... .. -. .. -. -. - - 

. pp .. -- .- .... - . - 

. - 

Printing Estnblishment . . .  , .,......... Printing . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $25 00 
17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Men~orandum books . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Printing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  37 00 
17 JVilliam Porter's Sons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lamps, b c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  / 13 75 
171 . . ,  . . . . . . . . . . ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . , ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 25 
19 Hawkes & Harley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  / ~ l u m b i n ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 90 14 
19 R.cbard Martin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  /Hose . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  77 50 
19 . , . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . .  ~ l ~ ~ ~ > l i e s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . , , . . I  32 60 
2i/Pnyro;; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  /Empioyls and  Clerks . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . .  1 693 00 
221Bucklev 65 Merritt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .lHos e. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 2  " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ u ~ ~ ~ l i e s  1 2 50 
May 3 Mnrtha C% Boyle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  42 50 

3 ~ a y - r o l l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Laborers and  Keepers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6, 249 94 3 1  - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  170 92 
31 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  460 75 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 0 7 5  Lm" C . C&n . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  Haniwnre :.'. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  77 50 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18 06 

Culper  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  !Ofice expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  39 05 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  'Snpplies . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  58 72 

Bracken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l ~ o n e s l ~ o e i n u  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ! 24 25 
. . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Supplies / 15 70 

19 :: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Horseshoeing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
35 00 

2ilPay-roll !Employ63 and  Clerks 693 00 
2GlDraddy Bros . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 200 00 
28Brooklyn Lime Kiln . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   lime . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
2 00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
June 2 1 ~  Conterno IMusic 140 00 

2,Pay-roll Laborers and Keepers. 7, 836 43 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20015 I I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ...................... 67147 



July 

" I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ...................... 
4 C . \V . Keenln . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (Paints . 8rc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
4 ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
5 ~ o h n  Y . Culyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
7iSalamander Grate Bar Company . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
S~Vanderbilt Bros . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

10 L . Conterno . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
11 Isaac hillmerman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
12  Thomas McCann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1.3 Henry Werner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
131 ' l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Oonterno . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

" I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Incidental expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i 
Gratc bars . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 

I " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1 ~ ~ r i c n l t u r a l  implements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  1 
;Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
Luniber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ! Tar pavement . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Lumber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
E1nploy6s and Clerks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
~ u s i c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  / ' 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sbrubs and plants 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  H Ripley Horses 

. . .  ~ a j t o n  tz s o n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  S U P ~ I I P S  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3Pay-roll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  / ~ a b o r e r s  and Keepers , 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . .  J . Ditmas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  'Trees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . R Shipman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Feed 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bergen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Coal 

51 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 ': . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  / 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 Union Stenin Printing Establishment Printing 

7 . . . . . . . . _ . . . _ _ . .  / . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
7 J o h n Y  . C u l ~ e r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Plants  . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
7 ( ~  . Conterno . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I ~ ~ u s i c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A1Becrs.k Eessequie Lumber 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  f ( /~ lnnson  Car, er Supplies 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 8 1 ~  V Blnoit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Drawing materials 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 8iCharles E Teal & Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~Keepers' st~pplies 



July  . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Statement of Accounts certiJied to Az~ditor.Continued . 
...... . .- . ... . 

I- 
-- - .- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Chairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $33 00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  67 50 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Isupplies 18 b3 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  57 45 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 1 17330 
47 1.1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 10 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  71 91 

D A T ~  . NAMF . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
8 J . H . Brainerd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Keepers' supplies . . . . . . . . .  :, 

' . 

. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
8 Vanderbilt Bros . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I A gricnltnral implements . .  
8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 
8iB91ch, ,rice C O  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  K, epers~ suiblics . . . . . . .  
8 Beers &- llessequie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  / I.ninbc.r. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

alch, Price C;: ('0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Keepers' supplies . . . . . . . . .  
%uriha k B q l e  . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ,coal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

10 P roqec t  Park and Coney Island Ri~ilroacl Company . . .  :Tickets . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I0.P. B . Bracken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  !~orseshoeing . . . . . . . . . . .  

WHAT FOR . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  
l0I 

.Supplies 
10,C . W . Keenan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ! " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
101 ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
12, ~ a u l  c . Coffin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~h ic ' kens  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hardware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Soap . . . . . . . . . . .  

121.T. Y . Culyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  !Incidental expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
14iWatson & Pittenger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I~n rnbe r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

A MOK~NT . 



16. Quinn Bros ...........:...... . . . .  lOats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16'L . Conterno . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I ~ ~ n s i c  

16j13awkes & Harley . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  Plumbing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
lH/King $ blurray. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .... Trees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
161 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
16'Union Chemical Works . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Felt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  
1 8 1 ~ m  . l'orter's Sons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lnmp supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
18 Jeues $ Kirtland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Vases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
18jL udlow Valve Manufactnring Conipany . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
19Henry Werner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : : 1 i n s ,  c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
22iPay-~11 . . . . .  .. : : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Employes and Clerks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
23 A tl Hens & Lo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Flon~er pots . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
2 3 ! ~  . Conterno . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  231R . M . Whiting & Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l ~ t a t i o n e r ~  
26C . I . Keenan ...................................... ,Supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
2 9 ~  . Branders & Son . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  lLead pipe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

August 2 JosiAh Partridge & Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Seltees, .kc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
2 Pay-roll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Laborers and Keepers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 * (  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  / 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ ~ B o & l e y  & Yerritt Hose 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5iJahrr Y . Culyer Incidental expenses 

................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6  hitl lock, Slover & Co t i r n r w  

6 I . ................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Marling 
61 ............................... Cotton rope . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
6 L . Conterno .......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Music.-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Beef, X;c 

I) . Potter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Harness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Conterno . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Employes and Clerks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  rree boxes 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ibaborcrs and Keepers 



Statement of Accounts certi$ed to Audito~q-C'o?ztinued . 
-. . .. 

. ...... ....... 1 
. . . . .  September 8 John  Y Cnlyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   incidental expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 Isaac Ammerman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lumber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . .  
12 Henry Tlierner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Posts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lumber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . .  

. . .  17 Prospect Park and  Coney Island Railroad Company ~ i c k e t s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 
.... 18 Boston Machine C ~ m p a n y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 

l a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . .  . . .  . . . . .  
. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . .  . . . .  . . .......... 22 Quinn Brothe.1~. Oats , , ,  

. . .  . . .  22 Felix Campbell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . ! P i p e . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , , 
22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 '<  . . . . . . , . . . . . , . . .  . .  . . . . . . , . . . .  , . 
22 . . . . . .  Washer keys .; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
2 :: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
22 , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . ,  . . . . . . . . . , .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . .  

. ...., . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  2 1  Pay-'0;; , , , , , 'Elrlploy vs and Clt rlrs , , , 

. 2 4 ~ o h a  H . O'Rourke . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . : . . . . . . . .  i Repairs to building . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26~11osfhrd & Sous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sta'ionery , , 

2(;i ., .... . . . . , . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . . . . . . . , .  a , .  " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . . . , .  . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . , . ,  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . .  . . . . , , . . .  . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' . . . . . .  

261 . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
261 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
26jDavid JV . Wilson k Brq . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Brooins. k c  . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  

October 

261 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I Pails and dippers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  261.Josiah Partriclge k Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  L ools, &c 

2 6 9  . D . M a t t h e w  k Eons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Towel*. k c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26' . . . . . . .  : 1: 1 Ihrend .  &c 

1 W m  . Uergen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  CoiLl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



' " 1 1 '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
2 Pay-roll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Laborers and Keepers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4 Phelps. Dodge $ Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i ' ;  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' ' <  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

\vatson d Pitl inger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ l i m b a r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
9 Peter I3 . Bracken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Horseshoeing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
91 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  S nplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . - 

9 I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Horseshoeing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Supl~l ies  

9 I 1 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
9! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Horseslloeing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
9 Gendron ~k Bracken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

10 David Mofht & Co . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Leather. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15.J. 'l'11mbi111 1 Hats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
15JohnY.Cnlyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Incidental expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
17John E.Cartin.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Trees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Water and Gas Pipe Company Hemp cord 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Labor, kc  
Scollay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 Repairs, &c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. T a r  pavement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
.................................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



SIate~nent of Accounts certi$ed to Awlitor-Concluded . 

.... , . 
.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  October 28'Vanderbilt Bros . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Agricultural implements 

281 * $  . .  . . . . . , , , . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Repairing fountain 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lurnber 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cochrdne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Horse salve 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Laborers and, Keepers 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Trees 

. . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  /pipe , , , 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 
. . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . , . .  . . .  ,, . , . . . . . . . . . . .  , , . . . . . . . . . .  l ~ r i n t i n ~  , , , , , , , , , 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Culyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . ,Incidental expenses 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 7  Union Steam Printing Establishment Printing 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 Buckley & Merritt Hose . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2( L G Wilkins Oil , , 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 Pay-r 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ErnployBs and Clerks 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29 Tohn H O'Rourke Painting 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  December 2 Pay-roll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Laborers and Keepers 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 A V . Benoit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ISurveyors' instruments 1 . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4, Hosford d Sons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Statiocery 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  C . Coftin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hardware 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 4IEdward R Shipman ................................ I Feed. &c 
4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i :: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 4 P  C.Coffin Hardware 
4 ' 6  . I L '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .Drawing materials 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  OIKonrke ~ a b o r  a n d  materials 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I ~ n g s h e a d  . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Iieenan i I aints &c 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hopper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I ~ s e  of Camp chairs 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 Harris & Stillnrell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  'Carriage serrice 

5 D . C . Thon~son . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 ~ l s n t s ,  k c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ti,\~71~itloclr, Slover & Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Canvas 

6j . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I ' c  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  SlJohn Y Cnlyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (~nc iden t a l  expenses .. 

8 1% P . Xaright . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pa in t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
lqJrxues driilxtrorg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ l u m b i n .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  111Scr~nton & C o  Soap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 Henry R . Worthington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Repairs to machinery 

11 I . .  ...................... . . . .  Cottonwaste ............................. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1GGeo . K . Smith d;: Go . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I~ is infec tsn ts  

/ 

19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
26 
29 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Quinn Rros . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . / o a t s  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  D . 8 . Neef1.6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Horseslloeing 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bnrrett Nephews ,k Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ ~ c i n g  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Beers & Ressequie . . . . . . . . . .  Luniber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Murtha & Boyle Coal 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A Knee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Harness, &c 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  h . W . Shndholt &Son  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wagon supplies 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  Quinn Bros . . . . .  .., ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Oats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Buckley & l e r r i t t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rubbe r  hose 
31 . Keenan . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  goods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 9 ~ e t e r  B . Bracken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IHorseshoeing 
29Scr;lnton 8- Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . / ~ o a  p .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29Peter  B . Bmcken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Horseshoeing 
29 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29 l~ee r s  & Ressequie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lumber 



The following tabnlar statement contains various st~t~istics per- 
taining to the parks and other works under the control of the 
Park Commissioners, or refer to ~vorlis brought to completion 
under their direction : 

Area of Prospect Park proper, exclusive of tlle east side lands . . 50.'iP, acres. 
Area of Parade Ground . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  39'" c c  

Area of the east side lands, exclusive of reservoir and grounds . . 1 3 0 ~ ~ ~  '' 
................................ Area of reservoir and grounds. .  13:: " 

A1 ea of meadows finished . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24& " 

Area of woodlands.. ........................................... 
Area of water surface.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ; 1 0  :: 
Area of concourses, drives, bridle roads ancl walks. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  75,W 

" 

Area of surfaces unfinished.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  & - % I  " 100 
Length of d ~ i v e s  finished . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  SL?- miles. 

100  
Lengt>h of bridle ronrls finished. 3 9 .  " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Length of walks finished . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ...... lalsP,'l c '  

1 0  0 
Lcngth of drainage pipe la id . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18-4.6- ' 6 lll?".?" " Length of tile pipe laid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ,,,, " 

Length of water pipe laid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 100 x23~ 

Masonry buil t .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22,894 cuhlc yards. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bituminous concrete laid. .  940,738 square feet. 

.................................... BIatc.rit~1 rnoved 3:281,0b2 cubic yards. 
Washington Park-area. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  30& acres. 

Length of walks.. ........................... l&'~ miles. 
City Park-area.. ............................................. 74 " 

8 3  c c  - - -  Length of walks.. .................................. I 00  
............................................ Carroll Park-area 1"" 100  " 

Length of walks . .  4 3  * <  -- - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
r 7 1 o~uplrins Park-area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7-'P,! " 

... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lengthofwalks  1'" " 

Citv H:tllP;~rk-area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,5_0- 100  c ‘  " 

ZinclelPark--area ............................................ 100  

STATEMENT showing mmounts of material on various works ez- 
terior to the Parks, by the Brooklyn Park C'orn~nissioners. 
----- - 

N.ME OR DE~IGNATION O F  WORK. CUBIC  YARDS. 
-- - -- --- - - - 

East-side lands ............................................... 
Easternl'arkway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Washington avenne ............................................ 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Underhill avenue. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Park place. 

Entlerstreet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
nouglass street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Degraw street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Ocean avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Franlrlin avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Coney Island avenue.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Fifteenth street. ............................................. 
OceanParkway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Concourse, Coney Island..  ..................................... 

.-Ad.=.. - --== -- ... 

-- - - 
226,134 
786,897 

73,150 
50,000 
9,000 

23,000 
1 217,184 

91,920 
35,350 
11,675 
3.250 

13,510 
971,200 

66,200 
b 



Descr~ption of l'c~rkways, Ave,~?*es, Streets and Roads, gradpd, pavetl and otl~erzoise improved by the 
Brooklyn Park C'o~nrnission em. 

-- -- -- 
P -- - - 

WIDTH L E I Y G ~ H  
NAML OR DESIGNATION LOCITION. ~ a * s * r r E n  o r  i n ~ ~ a o v n l r x r  (IN FrrT 1 IN FLEI'. RPMARES. 

I 

These worlca were accorn- 
150 1,840 1 phshed at  different peri- 

ods of time-f~om 1866 

. I  

. ... Eastern P?rlrmay.. i ~ h r o u ~ h  east-side lands. ; ~ a c  a d an1 stone, Belgian 
1 1 block and cobble . , , , 

. . . . . . . .  
M a c a d a m stone, Belgian 

block and cobble. 

Cobble-stones . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Cobble-stones . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

.Cobble-stones . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Cobble-stones . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Cobble-stones . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Belgiilo p a ~ e m e n t  . . . . . . . . .  
Cobble . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Grmel roadway . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Gravel Roadway . . . . . . . . . . .  
Gravel roadway . . . . . .  
Gravel roadway.. . . . . . . . . . .  

Gravel roailway. . . . . . . . . .  

Eastern Parkway. . . . . .  !From TVashiugton avenue, 
. . . . . . . . . . .  

I 
to City line 

Washington avenue..  . From Atlantic avenue t,o 
City line. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. Washington avenue.. 

Underhill avenue.. ... 
........... Park place. 

Fro111 City line to East 
New York avenue, in 
the town of Flatbush.. 

Warren street to Eastern 
Parkway . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Vanderbilt to Washington 
avenue . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Corlcourse . . . . . . . . . . .  
W a t e r - p i p e  laid on 

Coney Island .Bituminous concrete. . . . . . .  
1 

Ocean Parkway and 
Coney Island Con- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  ooune From Prospecl Park to 
Coney Island . . . . . . . . .  6-inch and 4-inch cast-iror I . pipe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - - .. 

Butler street. . . . . . . . .  ~Vanderbilt to Washington 
avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Douglass street. . . . .  1New York av. to City line 
DegraT: street.. . . . .  
Ocean avenue . . . . . .  

Franklin avenue . . . . . .  

Coney Island avenue. . .  
Fifteenth street. ..... 

. . . . . . .  Ocean Parkway. 

New York av. to City line 
Franklin avenue to Flat- 

bash a ~ e n u e  . . . . . .  
Flatbush avenue to Coney 

Island avenue ........ 
Franklin av. to City line 
City line tosixteenth s t . .  
From Prospect Park to 

Coney Islanrl.. . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . .  



. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cz~ptain 1 
S e r ~ e a n t s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 . 
Keeper-average nnn~ljcr from 1874 to 1879, ir:clusivc. . . .  43 
i\ppointsd--fro~n 1574 to 1879, i11chi.ive . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16 
Resigr~ations-from 1874 to 1879, i l r c l ~ ~ b i ~  e .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 
L)isc\largea fbr disc.il>line-fi-oln 1874 to 1 S7!J, i11c.lnsi r e .  . .  I1 
Suspe~~sions for dibcii>li~ie--from 1874 to 1879, inclnsi\.e. . 89 

1874-Daily average, 42. Per cc~it:rgc, 96. 
1873-- " " 37. '. 862, 

1876-- b b  '"8. LL 923 
4 '  

1877- " " 35. t i  56. 
1878- " 32. < (  

ii 

76. 
' 1879- " 31. 774. 

Arrests. 

For fast driviilv disorderly conduct, interfering wit11 officers, 
"'? c%c.-from 18 r4 to 1879, inullxsive. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  421 

Ejected froin tlle Parks for rniilor t,rancgressions of tllc ordi- 
nances-from 1874 to 1879, inclusive. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  37 

. . . .  Sheltered fol- t,lie niglit-from 1874 to  1879, inc.l~isi;>c. 143 
Lost children--c:~rcd for and retul-~lecl to their p:~rents, i'rom 

1874 to 1879, inclusive.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  86 
Accidents-carriages, sleighs, &c., fro111 1873 to 1879, in- 

clusive. . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  55 1 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Drowning--from 1574 to 1879, inclnsive. 2 

Suicides-fronl 1874 to 1879, inulnsive. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 



lieturn of Vi"itors for 1874 . 
....... . .... - - .- ... 

January .................. 
February . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
March . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
April . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
X a y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Jnne ...................... 
July . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Augnst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Septenlhcr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Octobcr ................... 
November . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Docemi~er . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Jnnanry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Felxnary . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
M:irch . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

............... April 
May ....................... 
Jnne ...................... 
July . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Ihqplst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Septeml~er  ........... 
October . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Nove I he r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
December ................. 

Totals ............... 





IJet?crn qf Visilors for 1878. 

__-_. .- ~_ -- . ~ 

Jnn~~ iu -y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  164,625 1,818 33,890 
F rb rn l~ ry .  .................. 104 100 1,218 : 22,342 
March . . . . . . . . . .  1 l i 8 : l j  2 ,492 '  43,137 
April. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  234,120 1 3,049 1 77,ONO 
al~lily . . . .  ............ 282.924 3,199 111,499 

' v l -  . Jnni: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~16 ,678  3 271 / 149,033 
Ju ly  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  :3:?1:182 2,917 I 228,116 
Anfinst . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  t2!~2,438 3 , 0 5 5  131,496 
Scptrnlber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 281,700 2,864 i 123,739 
Ootc~ber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Noronrher . . . . . . . . .  
Decrnlhcr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Tot;~ls ................ 
~ 

fr'c.tzur,n of V i s i t n ~ s  tfor 1 879. 
- ..........-. . 

--~-  - - ~  ~ . . - 

Egues- I-'x~lts- 
~ ~ o . \ T E s .  

I 
, TI114 NS. TR[.\NS. 

- -- -- - - -. .... -- - - - 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i 769 , 112,720 

April . .  241,647 i 2,849 62,313 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pehrn:~ry (i2,5!18 968 68,142 ! 14,623 
March.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17X.t;55 2,358 50,806 I ...... j . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
May. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  :327,I80 1 Lll" 156.946 ~ . . . . . .  
J u n e . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  314,516 4,279 149,999 1 . . . . . .  
dnly. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 1,068 226,763 ' ...... 

...... August. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  274,422 2,925 15(j 688 / 
F epteinl)cr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2(i1,071 3, ti93 97,153 ...... 
October . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I  274,167 4,046 / 91,969 . . . . .  
Novi:illber.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' 228,886 3,295 1 5(;,509 . . . . . .  
1)ocember . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . !  1 9 9 3  1,893 23 966 2,550 

,, l o t a i r .  . .  , . 2 , 4 8 2  36 49" ; 1,253,972 , 54,995 

Picnics-lpl.om 1874 to 1879. incl~lsive. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,854 
Uaso ball gitanes-From 3 874 to 1S79, irlclusive . . . . . . . .  9,776 
Polo-1: '79 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 8  
l'aracles-llivisions, llrigades, Ltegirnents, &c., from I874 

t u  1879. inolnsive. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  48 
Comc.erts--From 1874 to 1879, inclusive . . . . . . . . . . . .  103 
Skating-From 1874 to 1879, inclllsire. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  206* 
Irnpo~lnded arlitnals-Frorn 1874 to 1879, incll~sive ..... 8 1  



STATICMEXT s/~olll;i?~q t h e  Do/lutio?zs o f  A nitir nls, _Flowls, h e . ,  
,from the sevarul named pcuties rLurinq the  yews notol. 

-. - -- - - - -- - - - - --- - - 

. . . . . . . . . .  1876. 1 1 monkey . . . . . . .  . !  E:. H ~ t c h  
: 2 Angora rabbits. .  . EIiss IlIeade . . . . . . . . .  I . . . . . . .  I 1 dee r . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  , Gilbert Potter 

2 cleer . . . . . . . . . .  A. Fornian. . . . . . . . . . .  116 Piexrepont street. 

1 2 alligators.. . . . . . .  I Mr. Bergen. . . .  
1 peacock . . . . . . . .  / Miss A. A. Archer 

. . . . . .  .. 1 fox squirrel. J .  A .  l'rentice ! 

1 ( leer  . . . . . . . . . .  
1 Egyptian ~ t n c i e r .  
1 deer . . . . . . . . . . .  
1 deer . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1 deer . . . . . . . . . . . .  
2 Angorir r;rbfits. . .  
8 brciolr trout . . . . .  
1 a t, .:lil)e . . . . . . . .  
1 bull a l f . .  . . . . . . .  

1 Muscovy d ~ ~ ~ l i . .  . 
1 Calcutta l amb . .  .. 
2 peafowls.. . . . . . .  
1 deer. .  . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . .  . . .  1 quail . .  . . . . .  1 H C Pitkin 
1 deer . . . . . . . . . .  d.  8 .  T. Str'tnnlian . . .  
1 Muscovy d n c k . .  . -Tosel,h shor t  . . . . . . . .  
1 deer. . . . . . . . . . . . .  H. 13. ltiggs . . . . . . . . . .  
5 geese . . . . . . . .  ,\I other Uaptistn. ..... 

i 
. . .  1 deer. . . . . . . . . . .  1 C. B. Murphy. 

. . . . . . .  1 deer . .  . . . . . . . .  H. C. Hill 
1 goat. . . . . . . . . . . . .  George -anforrl .. 
200 carp . . . . . . .  ; E. G. Blatuhforcl . 

1 :~lligntor . . . . . . . . .  Dr. Hutchinson. . . . . .  i 47'3 Clinton avenne. 
2 foxes. .  .......... i P. Sl~epley . . . . . . . .  I Massi~c:L~asetts. 
1 deer . . . . . . . . . . .  . I  Miss U. S. \Vood.. . . .  ' St .  Marlr's ibvenue. 

I I 

I,. C.  Beneclict.. ..... 
Uapt. 7Vaefflear . . . . . .  
Mr. ' rnr~nison. .  . . . . . .  
Henry Hentz . . . . . . . .  
D A. de Luvia. . . . . . .  
Dr. Minton. . . . . . . . . .  
Mr. S n ~ i t b .  . . . . . . .  
C .  W. U~idges .  . . . . . .  
C .  P. Smith.. . . . . . . .  

Rlirs J. S. Kane. ..... 
J .  IV.  &Innsou . . . . . .  
Dr. J. Slllitll.. . . . . . . .  

I W H.  \17~ggans.. ... 

New Jersey. 
26 First  place 
6 Bedford averlnc! 

liemaen street. 
i 2  Rush street. 
Flntbnsh. 
711 St. E1:xrk's avenm. 
471 Henry street. 
184 Itelusen street. 
3'ii 1;altic strlet. 
lii~nsns 
73 Pierrcpont street. 

179 Luclueer street. 
127 High street. 
Sag Hmbor. 
106 Gates :%venue. 

Fiatbnsh. 
Conuecticut. 
29 Lafay ette avenue. 

52s Bergen street. 
t linton and Union strclets. 
106 North Oxford street. 
146 St Jan~es '  pittee. 
Ur\>okl*\ 11. 

52 Dnffield street. 
189 Park avenne . 
Gravesend 
U. S. Fish (:ommission. 



The following is an Bxhibit of the Names of Beqrclar and Ten?,porary Employd6 of the Park Com- 
piseioners; showing also their Residence, Rate of Puy, the Nurnter of Dags and liours rrnployed 
during the Year, a77d their Period ?f Xervice under the I'ark Commissioners. 
- -- -- - 7 

I 

I Employm'nt Length 
W A R D '  dur ing Pear. RATE OF PAY. 1 Service. 

12 months. 
-I- 

Jnn. Y. Culyer . . . . . . .  Douglass near Underhill.. . . . . . . .  
. . .  . . . . .  Francis G Quevedo Yinth street, near Fourth avenue.. 22 

. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  J. A. Anderfion.. 458 State street.. 3  I I IIml. H. Spear.. . . . . . .  265 Sixth avenue.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ...: 22 
. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  Jno. Maguire . I  Xenr Degraw and Underhill. 9 

358 days. 
363 " 

.......... 

$300 per month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  '13 years. 
. . . . . . . . .  225 " . . . j A 3  s 4  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  60 1 0  " 
1574 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2  '. 

.. 33 per dhy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 3  
i O  cents per hour . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  % '  

$17 per weeli.. . . . . . . .  it; 
17 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2  " 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  H. T. Davis ' 185 Park place. 9 
P. Conway. . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . .  Wm. Edwnrds. 

. . . . . . .  ~ a n i e l  Farrell.. 

. . . . .  Patrick Hynes.. 
.... Henry Gerrodett 

Thos. McGrath . . . . .  

Fiftee.~th street and Eleventh arenue.  . . I  22 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17 TVebster place 22 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Vanderbilt avenue.. . :  9 
. '263 Eighteenth street. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  237 Fourteenth street 2% 
295 Seventeenth street. . . . . . . . . . .  8 

. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Abraham Denike !422 Seventeenth street . .  . I  8 
. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  J. 8. Lozier.. '664 Doagli~s* st eet 9 

Michael Donnelly . . .  
. . . . . .  Michael Smith 

. . . . . . .  P. C;. Lunny 
. . . . . . . .  Daniel Hynes.. 

. . . . . . . .  Jus. Rowan.. 
. . . . .  Benjamin Powell. 

...... George Walker.. 
. .  Michael NI~Lnughlin 

. . . . . . . .  John O'Reilly. 
Patrick I rwin .  . . . . . . .  

. . .  S. M. Frnnken 
. . . . . .  Patrick McTavey 

. . . .  Herman Schmidt.. 

.',Myrtle avenue und Canton place . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  554 Grand avenue. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  537 Thir.eenth street f 

96 Hudson aveuue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  510 Berg-n street.. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 Tenth avenue..  
. . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kent avenue.. ,. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Berg~n  street 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  563 Vande bilt avenue..  

50 Vanderhilt avenue . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. .  Fifteenth street and Eleventh a ~ e n n e .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Flatbush 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fiatbush 

5 
9 

22 
5 
9 

22 
20 
24 
9 
9 

22 



Ncc71zes, diesidences, Bates qf I'ay, &c., o f  E?nploye's o f  the Purk CYom7nissioners-Conti7zued. 
- - -- 

Length 

----- 
Edward Ke ny.. .... 
JV.lliam Wilson . . . . . .  
Richard Stillwell.. .... 
Chas. I t og , r s . .  . . . . . . .  
Edward 1Cer:~nn.. . . . . .  
Laurence Htxyes.. ..... 
John Goodwin., . . . . . .  
David Maxwrell. . . . . . . .  

Byme. .  . . . . . . .  
I'atrick Byrne. . . . . . . .  
R. J. Molloy . . . . . . . . .  

272 days 
286 
274 " 

274 " 

277 " 

280 
253 " 

287 " 

277 " 

276 " 
250 
266 '. 
257 " 
265 " 

261 " 
266 " 

230 " 

257 " 

241 " 

264 " 
249 '. 
365 " 

365 " 
3135 " 

- ---- ----- 

999 Atlantic avenue.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
125 Sixteenth street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Flnthnsh.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3%; De Kalb sveuue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
600 Vnnderbilt avenue. . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . .  
676 Sixth avenze. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  383 Thirteenth street 
Fifteenth street nnA Elevcnth aveni~e.  . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  504 Sixth avenue 
125 Eagle street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4543 Deoatur street.. 

3,550 hours 
310 " 
870 " 
277 days. 
275 " 

2 280 hours 

$15 per week.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 years. 
15 " . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 " 

15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 " 

15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 " 

Hugh Kelly. .  . . . . . . . . .  90 North Sixth street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
George Kerswell. ...... Flathllsh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 David Bothwell . . . . . . . .  22 But>ler street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

15 '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 ', 
15 ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 " 
15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 " 

15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 '< 
15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 8 ' .  
15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 8  I '  

15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 CI 

15 " . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 " 3 

15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 < :  
00 

15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 " 

15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 <'  
15 " 

r ' C  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 

15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 ' (  

15 '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 '. 
15 ' ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 I> 

15 ' ,  . . . . . . . .  
15 " . . . . . . .  
15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 " 

20 cents per hour, $15 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $17 perweek.. 11 " 

. . . . . . . . . .  10 cents per hour. .  1 y e a r  
10 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 " 

10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 " 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $15 per week.. 10 years. 
15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 " 

. . . . . . . . . . .  20 cents pe rhour . .  4 ' I  

John D. L loyd . .  . . . . . .  
Gorman O'Neill . . . . . .  
ltobert Mitclloll . . . . . .  

222 Clermont aTenne . . . . . . . .  . . . .  
Fifteenth street and Flcventh avenue..  . 
319 Seventeenth street . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Cornelins Murphy. . . . .  581 Sixth avenue.. . . . .  : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . .  August 1JBert.. l7 4 1nt.bn~h.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Sarnnrl Meyers. . . . . . .  537 Gates avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
P. &IcGafigan.. . . . . . . .  :'it6 Deane ~ t r ee t . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
August Colery.. . . . . . .  .(;9fi He~gen street.. ... . . . . . . . . . .  
James C~~ss idy. .  . . . . .  .I245 Sixteenth street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
John Brnsch . . . . . . . . .  ,1403 Prospect avenne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Ellen condon . . . . . .  kacific street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Cathsrioe Smith. . . . .  Pacific s reet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Lizzie Pdll in. .  . . . . . . .  530 Fifteenth street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
James McCann.. . . . . . .  ,436 Degraw street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Wm. Ring .  . . . . . . .  ,1957 Prospect avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
John B. Holl nd. .  . . . . .  I ~ o r t  Hamilton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



1. 650 " 
202 days . 
147 I '  

3. 721 hours 
3. 690 .. 
1. 530 '' 
2. 530 
3. 203 " 

2. 285 " 

3. 370 
3. 650 '' 
3. 650 '' 
3. 130 
3. 650 " 

2 0 0  ' 
2. 493 .. 
2. 067 ' <  
2. 476 " 

2.  536 " 

3. 616 " 
2. 401 
3. 111 " 

513 " 

2. 603 " 
.2 218 " 
2. 207 
2. 851 " 

2. 742 '<  
3. 182 " 

1. 186 " 

1. 115 " 
165 " 

1. 36.2 " 

732 " 
522 " 
20 " 

2. 733 " 

211 " 

John A . Ward . . . . . . . .  
Wm . Irvine . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Edward Worrall . . . . . .  
Michael McLoughlin . . .  
James Faye . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Ann Hosey . . . . . . . . . . . .  

John Hamilton 
. . . . .  Mnry Mctiannignn 

. . . . . . . .  
Anton Gerster . . . . . . . . .  
David Thornpson .... 
Sarnoel A . Dunn . . . . .  
Robert Ayres . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . .  W C TVhittlesey - 
David W . Tholnpson . .  
Paul Bassenger . . . . . . .  
Frederick PPlbor ........ 
Thorilas Lowry . . . . . . . .  
Palrick Gannnn . . . .  
William Ballard . . . . . . .  
Michael Kenniffe . . . . .  
John Smith . . . . . . . . . .  

. John Ki~dea .......... 
Thonias Lenehan . . . . . .  
Thornas Bradg . . . . . . . .  
lVil!ett Hicks . . . . . . . . . .  
.John Grnce . . . . . . . . . .  
James Biggett . . . . . . . . .  
John Gill . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Wm . Hyland . . . . . . . . . .  
Moses Somers . . . . . . . . .  
Charles Kaiser . . . . . . .  
John Blaney . . . . . . . .  
Patrick Gaffney ........ 
John Dunnigan . . . . . . .  
PetegBracken . . . . . . . .  
Hugh Bannon . . . . . . . . .  
Michael Eolliard . . . . . .  
Thonlas Miller . . . . . . . .  

c 

year . 

years . 

year . 

1. 

608 Sixteenth street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
5p8 Fifth avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
148 Sacke t btreet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
241J Tenth street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
819 Deane street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Clove road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

98 Hall street 1 

. . .  I Sixteenth street and Eleventh a ~ ~ e n u c  ( . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Fifth avenue and Thirteenth street . . . . .  / 
43 St . John's place . . . . . . . . . . . .  
i'arkville . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

" '  I Fil'teenl. i~ street and Eleventh avenue . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  East New York 

liergen street near Underhill avenue . . . .  
i'wenty-seventh street and Fifth avt nue . 
itt .. A- 1 .."-- - cc~d~l  b b ~ t ~ t  and Eleventki f~venue . . .  

C;Y G Gergcn s' reet . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  
Sixteenth street and Eleventh avenue . .  
Fifth aveniie near Fifteenth street . . . .  

16 cents per hour. $15 per week . 4 

! 
I 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $15 per week 
15 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

25 cents per hour . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . .......... 

............. 

. . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
111 
11: 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . I  i) 

Underhill and Bergen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
210 Evergreen avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Undel.hil1 avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Bergen street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
337 Nev.na. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
350 Seventeenth street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
670 Bergen street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I 
, 209 Park avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
680 Douglrtss street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
506 Sixteenth street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
904 Bergen street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

.'New York . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
99 l'illary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Court street near Brush . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Platbush . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
556 Fifteenth street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Classon and St . Mark's . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
787 Dei:ne street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Flatbush . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

8 
4 

12 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

12~:- c a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
l a g  $ '  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
12.$ iind 15 cents per honr . . . . .  
12, cents per h ur . . . . . . . . . . . .  
12; C '  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
la+ and 15 cents per hour . 
12; cents per hour . . . . . . . . . . . .  

25 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

'12 
11 
12 
12 
2 

1 4  
9 
3 
3 

112 
7 
5 

12 
12; ~ n . 1  15 centjs per hour . . . . .  1 2  
1-28 centa per hour . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
124 . . . . . . . . . . .  1 3  
12,3 and 15 cents per hour ..... 
121: cents per hour . . . . . . . . . . . .  
12% * .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . .  
12L ' ' C  ............ 
la+ . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
123 . . . . . . . . . . . .  
15 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 
1 
1 
1 
5 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 



Nanz.>s, Rexidences, IlZatek qf 2'cty, &c., of Employis of the Park Comnz.issio~~crs-Cofztinusd. 

a I I I 
Length 

Employln'nt 
during Year. RATE OF PAY. 

Service. 
--- -- 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Robert Fleming. . . . . . .  67\C].nrlton avenue..  3 ;years. 
William Pullam.. . . . . .  118 North Seventh street. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 '< 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  TV. R. Dickinson . . . . .  Uroad\r.ay, Eastern Dis'rict . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 " 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Valentine ( 'ox.  . . . . . .  Flarbush. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' 12 
James M. Tobin. . . . .  Butler street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 . '  
Harvey Bnnce. . . . . . . .  181 Jay street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  7 " 
Wm Mosscrop.. ....:. Flatbush avenue..  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 " 

Joseph Quevedo.. ..... . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 .' 
Philip NIoManos . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 " 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  John McGraw. . . . . .  12 " 
George B l rne  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 " 
John Cassidy.. .> . . . . . .  228 Park place . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 " 

5 
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

0 
Patrick Bergen.. 612 Vnnderbilt avenue.. 12 " 

. . . .  Daniel Calnm.. . . . . . . .  226 Bridge street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 " 

. .  . . . ............. Thomas Wright . . . . . . .  Prospect place and Vanderbilt avenue 12 " 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Patrick Welsh. . . . . . . . .  140 Flushing avenue.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 " 

.. . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  James Wllson 288 Nineteenth street.. 12 " 
Patrick Hartigan . . . . . .  Classon avenue . . . .  .l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~  . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 "  
Thomas Gullen. . . . . . .  1,148 Park place . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 " 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hugh Maguire ....... Ninth avenue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 "  
James Fineley.. . . . . . . .  426 Warren street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 * '  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  Michael Monahau, . . . .  653 Washington avenue.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 " 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Thomas Hartigan.. . . .  655 Douglass street. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 "  
Wm. Tlratson . . . . . . .  
Patrick Crown.. . . . . . .  
Jacob Bowers . . . . . . . . .  
Garrett McDonald . . . .  
Patrick Moran.. . . . .  
Michael Buckley . . . . . .  
Theodore Green. . . . . . .  

Washington avenue.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Flntbush.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
81 Oxford street. . . . . . ................. 
Degraw street. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
St. Mark's avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
St. Mark's avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Flatbush.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

9 

20 
9 
9 
9 

2,690 ' 
3,062 " 

3,356 " 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  12$ " 

12= . . .  : . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  124 " 

11 " 

5 " 

7 " 

11 " .. . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . .  

.... 

1 year. 
1 " 

1 "  - 
5 Years. 



-. 

.. . . . . . . . . . . .  year. 

" 
. . . . . .  3 " 

. . . . . . . . . . .  3 " 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  1 year. 
. . . . . . . . . . .  12 years. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 year. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 " 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 "  
29 112k . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 " 

9 
20 
20 
22 

9 
22 
4 

22 

22 

9 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  David Ditmar . . . . . . . .  j1,019 Union street. 
.................. Henry P. Haynes'. .... ,1187 Lnfayette avenue 

Patrick con no:^. . . . .  1187 Lafayette avenue .................. 
Peter Bracken. . . . . . . . .  ,556 Fifteenth street. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
hlichael Moran.. ...... l ~ r o s ~ e c t  place and Ninth avenue. . . . . . .  

. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  Mile6 Sweeny Bergen street and Fifth avenue.. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Thomas Brennan..  . . .  bay corner Willoughby.. 

. . . .  Richard Chamberlain. . :Sixteenth street and Ninth avenue.. 

11 <. 1nq . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 " 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  3313 days. $10 per week..  4 years. 
3466 " 10 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 " 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  505 horns. 12+ cents per hour.  3 " 
2,980 " 1.23 cents per hour, $11 per week. 5 " 

5 " 

11 " 
1 year. 

10 gears. 
12 . " 

.. 11 " 

2 "  
1 year. 
4 years. 

11 ' I  

831 
3,140 " 

1216 " 

1,046 " 

. . .  John Holland.. 
W. T. Travis . 
George SIason.. . . . . . .  
Chas. E. Hunt . . . . . . .  
David Thompson. . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . .  124 cents pe rhour . .  
15 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
40 . . . . . . . . . . . .  
25 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fort Hamilton 
Flstbnsh. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Twelf~h street and Sixth avenue . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Flirtbush.. 
Bergen street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Seth Keeney.. . . . . . . .  ,122 Clarn~ont avenue 20 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fcter Bracken. . . . . . . .  i55G Fifteenth street.. . . I  22 

...... John DlcbTurron.. ..... Flatbush avenue near Park place.. ' 9 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  David Bacon. .', 556 Fifteenth street. 22 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Assa Wlllis.. . . . . . . . . .  Parkville. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Michael Parrell.. ...... 698 Bergen street . .  9 

John E. Curtin. . . . . . . .  810 Classon avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Peter Bracken. . . . . . . .  556 Fifteenth street. 21 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  Peter Rraclirn., : . 1566 Fifteenth street 22 

................... 

65 
2,290 g g  

808 " 

508 
Y20 

. . . . . . . . . .  Beth Koeney 
Janles Furey . . . . . . . . .  
Maurice Condon 

. .  John &IcLrughl in . .  
Jarnes Feeney.. . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . .  John Donovan 
Patrick Keegan.. . .  i ... 

...... 20 and 25 cents per hour.  1 year. 
. . . . . . . . . .  25 cents per hour . .  ,112 years. 

25 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 " 

25 . . . . . . . . . . . .  I I year. 
10 . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 " 

. . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

............. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  231 C l~ rmon t  avenue. .  1 20 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  187 Navy street.. . I  11 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  232 Sixteenth street.. 22 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sniitll near knckett, 10 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  208 Little Water street 5 
. .  Thirteenth street near Ninth avenue.. 22 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9.'4 Rergen.. 

3,844 " 

Simon Loeffele. . . . . . . .  !Flatbush. 

Michael Rrady 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  Thomas Connor. ' ~ a c k e t t  street i 9 
Michael Teirney.. . . . .  ,129.2 Classon avenue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I) 

........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. .  John Keegnn . . . .  %%?,":idn a.enu.8 and Butler s t ree t  9 

. . . . . . .  ...... Chis. Clampitt. :Twelfth street near Fifth avenue 22 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  John Crumley. Butler street 9 

..... . . . . . .  * Thoinaa Conson.. Bergrn street near Fifth avenue.. 9 
. .  James Pinkerton ...... lWashingt,on avenue and Butler street. 9 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
25 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1,520 jl2g . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I  'i years. 
60 ' <  140 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 1 year. 
54 ' $  20 ............. 

2,064 :: . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
507 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

' 1  
9 years. 

12 " 

3,546 '. 40 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 " 
1.443 c c  140 . . . . . . . . . . . .  ,110 



Nunaes, Besidej~ces, liates of Puy, cgc., of Ernploytk of the Park Commissioners- CYoncluded. 
, 

- 
I I I 

Length 1 WARD' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' ~ ~ l  during Year. RAT= OF PAY. 

Patrick Keegen. . . . . . .  
William Maxwell 
Robert McCormack.. 

. . . . .  
. .  

Geo,ge Weigner. ...... 
R. L. Psyne.. . . . . . . . .  
John H~~rr lson. .  . . . . . . .  
Frank Folliard ........ 
Samuel Rogrrs . . . . . . .  
William Moran.. . . . . .  
John Hickey.. . . . . . . . .  
James Clooncn . . . . . . .  
William Flsherty. .  .... 
Patrick W:tllace . . . . . . .  
Jilnles Bnilersl~a. . . . . . .  
Thomas P i n ~ l e y .  . . . . . .  
Timothy Gili oby. .  ... 
James Shine . . . . . . . . .  
A .  D. Drillnmond . . . . .  
Patriclr Shaughnessg . .  
John Crine . . . . . . . . .  
TVillianl Xol,,n . . . . . . .  
Isaac Harris. . . . . . . . . .  

901 Rergen street. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Washington avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
281 Navy street . .  

I 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

558 Sixth avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fifteenth stt.eet 

432 Eighteenth street. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
12 S t ~ u b e n  street.. .................... 
357 De K:ilb avenue ................... 
682 Butler street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Butler street . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
993 Pacific strei-t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Warren street. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
,690 Atl2nt:c avenue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
,255 Seventeenth street. . . . . . . . . .  
42G Warren street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
P1:~tbush.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
86 Navy street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
,553 Degraw street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Unileruill avenue. .................... 
167 Hun ington street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I 
716 Bergen street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Fifth street near Fifth avenlte. . . . . . . . . .  

- 1 -  --- 
........... 10 hour*. 1;2( cents per h o u r  1 year. 

9 3,161 " 124 " . . . . . . . . . . . .  I . . . . . . . . . . . .  
12 years. 

11 3,201 .' 124 ' <  4 " 

22 3,391 124 c g  . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 " 

Isaac Harris. . . . . . . . . .  /Fifth street near Fifth avenue.. . . . . . . . .  
Isaac Harris. . . . . . . . . . .  lFlfth streel near Fifth avenue.. ........ 
Henry J. FnrquLar. . . .  ,1387 Monroe street.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Charles i3errie.. . . . . . .  ,186 Schcrmerhorn.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Edith Mallett . . .  lFlatburh avenue..  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Wm. Cnnnor. ......... 8CO Pacific street ..................... 

. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  James McCabe New York.. 
John Fegan. . . . . . . . .  ,1556 Fifteenth street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

22 
8 
7 

2,834 
3,285 " 
2,250 .' 

123 " . . . . . . . .  +. . .  
12.j "' .............. 
12& ............. 

2,477 
258 days. 

2,552 hours. 
2,981 

...... 10 811 20  and 25 i en l s  per boor.  
. . . . . . . . .  .. 9 370 1 " 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 < '  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 ' 

. . . .... 1 " 

12 
12 " 

12 % '  

I?+ 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

124 cents per hour, $11 perweek. 
............ I.(+ cents per hour. 

124 " ... . . . . . . . . . .  
124. d 6  . . . . . . . . . . . .  l o  

9 
8 

10 . 
. . . . . .  

5 
10 
9 

12 
9 

22 
22 
22 
23 

11 $ '  

12 
7 
3 < I  w 

12 + 3,100 
2,677 " 

3,440 '. 
3,143 & '  

3,640 ' 
1,692 g c  

1,896 " 
2,(,52 " 

2 8 i l  .< 
2,748 " 

216 
2,651 " 
1153 " 

1,027 " 

12$ 7 " 
to . . . . . . . .  

. \2 i  and 1;'cenis per hoa r . .  . . . I  7 c i  

. . . . . . . . . .  12: ceuts per hour . .  ,112 " 
16; . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 "  
l2.j l '  . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 I‘ 

12,) " . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 " 

16; . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 . '  
12: . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 .' 
12h " . . . . . . . . . . . .  
40 . . . . . . . . . . . .  
40 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
40 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
50 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 " 



,John Pallin . . . . . . . . . . .  '530 Fifteenth street. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 
. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Win. Prendergast.. 151 Donu1 s.;. 

Peter Kiegan . .  ll.5, Douglm~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I i: 
John Ft~rrsl l  .......... ;P~atl!nsh near Pacific.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 
Peter Rorke.. . . . . . . . . .  '151 Douglass.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 

\mith.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 Wlrl Shields . . . . .  .I268 S 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  Thos. Stanfield. Frat bush.. 

James Cox..  . . . .  Butler near H o y t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I  10 I I 

. . . . . . . . . .  9 jears. 
. . . . . . . . .  1 year. 

. . . . . . . . . .  1 ,, 

.......... 1 "  

. . . . . I  1 year. 

01' oiu. regalar employds. seventy-seven. it appears, have been in the ernploy of the Park Com- 
rnissioness d~ r i l i g  a. period of' fro111 tell to tl-iisteen years ; seve~lteen fronl cigl~t to ten !ears; tliirty 
from six to eight years; twenty from four to six years; and tlie remainder for various periods ranging 
ur~der iour gears. A f ew of the Inen erumerated in the foregoing stateinent were temporarily 
employed, for short periods only, for special purposes, and do not form a part of our stated force. r 

w 
iil)ont 50 rneri reaide in tlie Ninth ward, 

c( 43 f L  6 6 'Twenty-becond warcl, 
8 " l 6  Eighth ward, 

15 " I( Tentli ward, 

7 " ii Tu~eritietll ward, 

anrl the remainder are distributed about t l ~ e  several wards of the city, wit11 the exception of a few 
who live beyond the city line for convenience. 



Inventory of recclty ancl othe~property 6elonginy to the 
t'urk Co7wn~issioners. on the 31st duy of D~cetnber, @gkLyn 

R E A L  ESTATE. 

Prospect Park (including tlie east side lands), about. -630 acres. 
Wasl~ington Park .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30E " 

Tompkins Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 8  " 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  City Park 73 L b  

Carroll Park. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11% " 4 

City Hall Park.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I+ " 

I STOCK. 

H o r s e s . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I  
S h e c ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 77 
~ e e r -  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 
Fowl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  213 ) :: 

The latter itc-1~1 comprises 15  swan, 128 geese, 52 ducks, 18  
peafowls ; 25 lambs, 4 deer, 50 geese, 6 1 dnclis were added to the 
stock clnring the year. 

, 
WATER TRUCKS. 

2 tu-o-horse trnclis, good condition. 
6 two-horse truclts, good conditiorr . 
4 two-horse trr;ck~, fair, iri use iil~out eight years. 
2 one-horse trucks, fair, in use i l bo~ t  eight yeais. 

2 two-horse dirt wagons, good conclition. 
2 two horse dirt wilgol~s, f:~ir condition. . 
3 two liorse dirt wagons, worn out. 
2 one horse carts, good condition. 
1 one-horse cart, fair condition. 
2 one-horse carts, mrorrl out. 
2 handcarts, worn out. 
1 light wagon, nearly worn oat. 
2 lumber sleighs, good condition. 
2 ice planers and tcrapers, good condition. 

83 large lanterns for skating house, good c~ndit~ion. 



1 fifteen ton steam roller, serviceable. 
2 irori land rollers, serviceable 
2 two- f lorse iron cylinder rollers, serviceable. 
1 eight-horse iron cylinder roller, serviceablc. 
1 fourteen-inch VCTorthington duplex pumy, wit11 boiler, good 

order. 
2 hydraulic jacks, good ordea. 
1 screw jack, good order. 
3 boom derricks, rriiscellarieous sizes, with gearing worn out. 
1 four-by-ten inch Blake stone-cmsking machine, serviceable. 
1 capstan, serviceable. 
1 hose truck. worn out, 

stone truck, worn out. 
ladders, such a s  steps and ordinary, servicea1)le. 
portable l~oase furnace, serviceable. 
portal~le blacksmiths' furnace, serviceable. 
stoves for offices, skating Ilouse and shelters, good order. 
sets of double harness, worn out. 
sets of donble harness, good condition. 
sets of single harness, three scts worn ont. 
feet 2~-in(:ti leathey fire hose. 
pourids of assorted sizes rope. 
feet rubber hose. 
platforrri scales. 

b 

SUPPLIES I N  EUILDIWG8, kc. 

Tinder this head is irlcluded the stoclc of oflic:o fixtnl-es, snch as 
desks, chairs, tal~les and safes, wit11 a stock of I)ooks, hlal~ks and 
office rilaterial generally for currer~t use, the I)nlk of wllich l ~ a s  
been in use for a period ranging frorn five to eleven years. 

TOOLS. 

The stock of small tools and implenlents on hand have not met 
, the ordinary requiremetits of the work during t h e  past seasun, 

and consists of 20 shovels, 86 picks end r~~attocks, 37 wood and 
iron rakes, 6 hoes, 6 axes, 37 brooms, Ci baslcets, 19 pails, 5 dip- 
pers, 21 crow-bars, 11 paint brl~sl~es, &c., togc>ther with a strrall 
stock of carpenters' and blacksrnitlls' tools. 

The  stock of stable rnate~sial, besides the Inore important items 
previously enurnerated, includes ordinary stable supplies, Ilorse 
blankets, field urnbrell:~~ for water trucks, brushes and stable 
furniture in very limited quantity, and in a deteriorated con- 
dition. 15. 



116 

1 2  American ensigns in good condition ; 15 flags worn out. 
The clothing of the lteepers' force consists of 8.4 suits of 

snrnmer and winter uriiforms and 8 rubber coats in fair order. 

r ENGINEERS' SUPPLIES. 

4 drawing boards. 
4 transits. 
4 levels. 

With a small stock of rods, tapes, plumb hobs, and other engi- a &  

neering paraphernalia. 

MATERIAL AND GENEli AL SUPPLIES. 

W e  have on hand a supply of rnaterial for current use, such as 
oil for lamps, a srnall stoc.1~ of various pailits, a small lot of 11xm- 
l~et.  and b~aildir~g material, sewer drain piye, tiles, c%c. 

As heretofore, the onstom lias beer], d u r i ~ ~ g  the ye=, to order 
only sncll material as was absolutely needed for immediate use. 

HOUSES. 

There are several liouses on the east side lands ; a portion of 
these are occllpiecl by employds and others on rental. The rents 
for the sarne are received and accounted for. 



METEOROLOGICAI, TABLE No. 1. 

Annual Mean, at  7 A. M., of 365 observations, 30.099. 

Annual Mean, at 2 P. M., of 3(;5 observations, 30.073. 

Annual Mean, a t  9 P. M., of 365 observations, 30.101. 

Arlnual Mean of 1,095 ohsermtions, 30.091. 

Maximum for the year, 30.789 ; 9 P. M., December 31. 

Minimum for the  year, 29.319 ; 9 P. M . ,  November 23. 

Difference of Range, 1.420. 

A 
Table showir~g the observed I&ight of the d'urometer, monthl~ ,  

for t7~e Year ending Dece??z6er 31, 1874. 
~ . -~ 

I 1 MEAN MEAN 
MONTH-1874. 

1 7 .Ym. 1 2 ::at. 

- - - -- - - 

January ......... .I 30.183 30.144 
. . . . . . .  February..  30.176 30.143 

March. . . . . . . . . . .  30.015 1 29.978 
April. . . . . . . . . . . . .  30.056 . 30 035 
Mav . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30.018 1 29.969 
JuGe. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29.983 30.014 
July ............. ' 30.070 30.041 
August. .  . . . . . . . . .  30.067 . 30.040 

....... September. 30.141 / 30.103 
October . . . . . . . . . .  30,133 30.087 

. . . . . . .  November. 30.185 1 30.147 
December . . . . . . .  30.169 1 30 181 

-- - - - - 

i 

W 

5 
5 4 s 
5 s 2 s 54 

M E ~ N  
AT 

9 P. M. 

- .- - 

30.186 
30.173 
30.038 1 
30.061 
29.999 
30.046 
30.032 
30.058 
30.122 
30.138 
30.208 
30.156 

30.171 
30.184 
30.009 
30.051 
29.995 
30.014 
30.048 
30.055 
30.182 
30.119 
30.180 
30.169 

j 

- -. 

30.597 
30 662 
30.425 
30.568 
80.498 
30.303 
30 273 
30.293 
30.344 
30.491 
30.633 
30.739 

- 

29.675 
29.685 
29.527 , 
29.480 1 
29.641 
29.537 

1 29.794 
29.715 
29.623 
29.704 
29.319 
29.734 

- 
,922 
,977 
.8!)8 

1.088 . 
,857 
,766 
.47!) 
,578 
,821  
.787 

1.314 
1.005 



Aunnal Mean, at 7 A. IN., of 365 observations, 46 97. 

Annual Mean, at 2 P. M., of 3(;j observations, 54.92. 

Annual Mean, at  9 P. M., of 365 observations, 49 65. 

Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 50.51. 

Maximum during the year, 92.50. 

Minimum during the year, 3.00. 

Difference of Range, 89.50. 

MKTEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 2. 

Slicble sholoi?zy the State o f  the Therrno~rieter, ~nonthly ,  "for the 
Y e a r  e~zding December 31, 1874. 

-. 

MEAN 
MONTH-1874., 1 AT 

-- 

January .......... 
Febr ~ a r y  . . . . . . . . .  
March ...... 
April . . . . . . . . . . .  
May..  . . . . . . . . . . . .  
J u n e . .  . . . . . . . . .  
,Tuly.. . . . . . . . . . . .  
August . . . . . . . . .  
September.. . . . . .  
October . . . . . . . . . .  
November.. . . . . . .  

7 A.  M. 

-- 

30.80 
25.57 
3 2 7 7  
36.86 
55.01 
66.61 
71.90 
66.72 
63.25 
47.09 
37.58 

8 5 
@ z 
-- 

33.47 
30.05 
36.98 
40.'44 
57.49 
69.80 
74.05 
69.67 
66.92 
53.16 
41.59 

-- 

M a a ~  
A T  

2 P. M. 

36.29 
33.40 
4 1 3 2  
44.32 
61.24 
75.35 
79.03 
74.02 
72.38 
59.61 
46.28 

32.54 

-- 

B 
z i  

W O I  
Z h 0  

s E  
- 

51.00 
67.00 
50.00 
47.00 
55.00 
42 50 

1 33.50 
40.00 
56.00 
34.00 
43.50 

&AN "' 
9 P. M 

- - 

33.31 
31.18 
36.84 
4P.13 
56.23 
67 4.5 
71.21 
68.26 
65.13 
52.79 
40.90 

8 
3 
X 

62.00 
70.00 
63.00 
66.50 
88.50 
92 50 
92.50 
92.60 
88.50 
69.50 
65.00 

49.00 32.31 

g 
3 
i5 

5 
-- 

9.00 
3.00 

v.00 
19.50 
33.50 
50.00 
59.00 
52.50 
32.50 
35 50 
21.50 

50.50 Uecember . . . .  7.50 29.50 1 35 82 



METEOROLOGICAL TABLE NO. 3. 

Table shozuing the Iluratio7~ and Depth qf &in and Snow, 
monthly, dfuring the Year ending December 31, 1874. 

, ~-. -- 
. -- .... - -  ..... -- -- -- . 

January.. 
Februury . . . .  
a r c  h . . .  
Apri l . .  . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  May. 
. . . . .  June.. 

. . . .  . . . . . .  
. . . .  . . .  ... 

September. .  . .... 
October . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  

. .  . .  

Totals.. ... 117 
.- - 



METEOROLOGICAL TABLE NO. 1. 

Tu6le showing the o6served Height of the Barometer, ~~zonthly, 
for the Year ending December 31, 1875. 

......... Janilary 
February.. ........ 30.130 
March.. .......... 30 117 
April. . . . . . . . . . . .  30.008 
Mag..  . . . . . . . . . . .  30.018 
June .  . . . . . . .  I 30.076 
July. .  ............ i 30.035 
August.. .......... '  30.080 
September.. ..... ' 30.076 
October.. . . . . . . . .  30.0'31 
November.. . . . . .  ' 30.102 
Decenlber . . . . . . . .  30.054 

1 

Annual Mean, at  7. A. 31., of 365 observations, 30 080. 

Annual Nean, at  2. P. &I., of 363 observations, 30.017. 

Annual Mean, at 9. P. M., of 36,5 obser~ations, 30 070. 

Annual Hean of 1,095 observations, 30 055. 

Maximum for the year, 30 692. 

Minimum for the yeas, 29.449. 
Difference of Range, 1 243. . 



Table showing the State of the Thermometer, monthly, .for 
tihe Y e a r  ellding December 31, 1875. 

January . . 
February . 
March. . . . . . 
April. . . . . . . 
Nay .... . 
June . . . . . . . 
July . . . . . . . 
August. . . . . . 
September. . 
October . . . . 
November . . 
December . . 

Annual Mean, at 7 A. M , of 365 observations, 44 96. 

Annual Mean, at 2 P. M., of 365 observations, 52 59. 

Annual Mean, at  9 P. &I., of 365 observations, 47 16. 

Annual mean of 1,095 observations, 48 65. 

Maximum during the year, 94. 

illinimum daring the year, - 1.50. (l$Q below zero.) 

Difference of I<ange, 95.50. 



JIETEOROLOGICAI~ TABLE NO. 3. 

Ya6Ze S / L O U J & L ~  the D~ilcration alad Depth of Kain and Enow, 
7tzo,athlyt d l c~ i l~q  t J ~ e  lTear ending Decernher 31, 1875. 

- -- -- pp 

p~ 
~ 

April . .  
..... 
. . . .  

l a y  ....... 
June . . .  ..... . . . . . .  

..... 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . .  . . . . . .  

...... 

Totals . . .  

e 



Thble showing r'h? o6seroed Ileiqht of the Uurov~eter, w~onthly, 
f i r  the e n d i ~ ~ g  D;ce~iaber 31, 1876. 

1 

. . . . . . . . .  January 30.142 30.109 
. . . . . . .  February 30.1.18 30.092 

March.. . . . . . . . . .  30.043 30.020 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  April 29.994 29.039 

May.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  30.088 30.055 
June . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30 054 30.024 
July  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30.049 30.022 
August . . . . . . . . . .  3U. 114 30.091 
September.. . 30.028 I 30.001 
October . . . . . . . . . .  30 037 29 9'32 

........ .November 30 ,000 29.967 
December . . . . . . . .  30.007 29. '390 

Annual Mean, at 7 A. M., of 366 observstious, 30 056. 

Annual Mean, at  2 P. M., of 366 observations, 30 025. 

Annual JiIean, at  9 P. M., of 366 observations, 30 048. 

Annual Mean of 1,098 observations, 30.043. 

Maximum for the year, 30.894. 

Minimum for the  year, 29.134. 

Difference of Range, 1.760. 

16 



METE0ROLOC:ICAIJ TABLE N O .  2. 

Ta61e d o w i n y  the &ate of the Ther777o?ileter, ?r~ontl%Zy, for  the 
Y e a r  encZiny Dece7nber 31, 1876. 

-- ---- ---- --- -- - --- - -- 

.......... January 
February . . . . . .  
March 

I 
. . . . . . . . . .  

April . . . . . .  ' 1  
May . . . . . .  .": : : : I  
J u n e . .  . . . . . . . . . .  . I  
Ju ly  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Angtir t . . . . . . . . . . .  

........ Septen~her 
October . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . .  November 
December . . . . . . .  

Annual Metm, at 7 A. M., of 366 observations, 47 69 

Annnnl Mean, at 2 P. M , of 366 observations, 53 75. 

Annnal Menn, at 9 P. M., of 366 observations, 49 60. 

Annual Mean of 1,098 observations, 50 34. 

Maximum during the year, 98.50. 

&Iinimum during the gear, 0.50. 

Range, 98. 



3fETE~OROLOGTCAL 'I'ABLE No. 3. 

Ta6Ze showiny the Duration and Depth o f  B a i n  and Snow, 
mo~zthly, cltcring the Y e a r  encling Decembel* 31, 1876. 

January.. .... 7 
February . 7 
March ........ 13 
April ......... 10 
May.. . . . . . . . .  11 
June . .  . . . . . . . .  8 
July. .  ....... 11 
Angust. . . . .  4 
*eptember.. . 13 
October. ...... 10 
November. 13 
December.. . . .  9 

6.464 j 
1.96 
4.374 I 
1.561 
4.19 1 3.695 Snow flur- 

-. -_I __ - - -  I I I----/---- j ries. .... Totals '-3161 36 16 25 41 899 29 50 3 265 45.164 
I 



ME'L'EOROLOGICAL 'L'ART'E NO. 1. 

Y'uble showing the observed Height of the Baronzeter, ~nonth ly ,  
for the Year ending December 31, 1877. 

-- . . ~ ~ 

-~ ~ ----pup 

MONTH-1877. 

J 

April.. . . . . . . . . . . 

. -- - 

Annual Mean, at 7 A. M., of 365 observations, 30.057. 

Annual Dlenn, at 2 P. M., of 365 observations, 30.008. 

0 
Annual Mean, a t  9 P. M., of 365 observations, 30.068. 

Annual Nean of 1,095 observations, 30.044. 

Mt~xirnum for the year, 30.598. 

Dlinimum for the year, 29.285. 

Range, 1.313. 



hlETEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 2. 

Table slr~owiny the Xtate o f  Tlbermometer, mo?zthly, for the Year  
ending Uecemulber 81, 1877. 

January . . . .  .....I 20.82 
February.. . . . . . .  26.86 
March..  . . . . . . . . . .  35.66 
April . .  . . . . . . .  44.40 
May..  . . . . . . . . . . . .  55.21 
June. .  ............ 67.81 
July.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  72.06 
Augus t . .  . . . . . . . . .  71.40 
September.. . . . . . .  63.27 

. . . . . .  October 52.63 
November.. . . .  42.92 
December.. . . . . . . .  32.56 
$. 

Annual Mean, at  7 A. M., of 365 observations, 60.47. 

Annual Metm, at  2 P. M., of 365 observutions, 56.89. 

Annual Medn, a t  9 P. M., of 365 observations, 49 . 
Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 51.45. 

Maximum during the year, 92.50. 

Minimum during the  year, 10. 

Range, 82.50. 



METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 3 

Table showing the Duration and Depth o f  12ain and Snow) 
monthlg, during the Year ending December 31, 1877- 

January.. . . . .  7 
February . . . .  6 

....... March 18 
. . . . . . . .  April 9 

. . . . . . . . .  May 13 
June  ........ 12 
July  . . . . . . . . .  11 
August . .  . . . .  8 
September. . .  6 
October. . . . .  12 
November . . .  11 
December.. .. 7 

Totals.. . . .  120 

Occasional 
Snow 

Flurries. 

1 Occasional 
Liglat 

j Showers. 



METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 1. 

Talrle showiny the*o6served Ileight o f  the Buronzeter, monthly, 
fur the Year md iny  Becem6er 31, 1878. 

--.- - - - -- - - - - -- 
I I I I- I I 

January . . . . . . . . . .  
February . .  . . . .  
hl arch.. ........... 
April . . . . . . . . . .  
May . . . . . . . . . . .  
June . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Jnly. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
August . . . . . . . . . . .  
September. . . . . . . .  
October. . . . . . . . . .  
Novenib. r . . . . . . .  - December.. . . . . . . .  

Annual Mean, a t  7 A. M., of 365 observations, 30.016. 

Annual Mean, at 2 P. M., of 365 observations, 29.985. 

Annual Mean, at  9 P. M., of 365 observations, 29.998. 

Annual Mean of 1,095 observtitions, 29.999. 

Maximum for the year, 30.640. 

Minimum for the year, 29.125. 

Range, 1.515. 



METEOROLOGICAT, TABLE No. 2.  

Tu6Ze showing the Sfate  of Thermometer, nzohtAly, for the Year  
ending December 31, 1878. 

-- 

.January . . . . . . . . . .  28 . 8 i  
February.. . . . . . . .  29.15 
March. .  . . . . . . . . . .  38 79 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  April 48.54 
Mry . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  55.26 
June  ............. 63.46 
July  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  71.53 
August . . . . . . . . . .  68.49 
September . . . . . . . .  61.56 
October.. ......... 52.09 
November . . . . . . .  39.59 

. . . . . . .  December.. 29.58 I 
Annual Mean, at 7 A. M., of 365 observations, 48.91 

Annunl Mean, at  2 P. M., of 365 observations, 57.37. 

Annual SIenn, at  9 P. M , of 365 observations, 51 50. 

Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 52.59. 

Maximum for the year, 97. 

Minimum for the  year, 8.50. 

Range, 88.50. 



METEOROT~OGTCAT~ TABLE NO. 3.  

Td61e showing the f lu~ut ion nncr! Depth of Bain and Snow, 
mo7zthly, during the Yea?. e7ztZiny Dece?nber 31, 1878. 

. - - -- - 

... Janua ry . .  16 4 21 20 4.692 4.50 .725 5.417 Occasional 
February ... 7 3 5 2 3.03 1.75 ,293 3.323 Snow 
March..  . . . .  14 4 4 40 3.512 . . . . . . . .  4.512 Flurry. 

. April . .  . . .  8 1 14 50 1.205 . . . . . . . .  1.205 
. . . . . . . .  May ......... ) 1 1; June  ........ 

July ......... 10 
August ...... 12 
September.. . I  7 
October . . . . . .  12 
November.. . . I  11 
December.. .. 10 I 

4 1  

5 
2 20 
1 20 
2 1 14 

Totals.. 
126 37 21 44 45 908 11.00 

.... I ' 

50 
.... 
31 
28 
24 
20 
25 
56 

1 
2 
3 
4 

_ _  

14 
10 
20 
13 

17 

1.398 

3.691 
3.345 
5.942 
6.48 
2,123 
2.318 
4.61 
4.96 

47.306 

. . . . . . .  

. 
1% 

4.50 

. . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . .  
1 . 

6 .  
.33 

: ;  
5.942 
6.43 
2.123 
2.318 
4 . 6 6  
5.29 

/ Occasional 
Light 

/ 
Showers' 

) 
Occasional 

Snow 
Flurries. 



Stcble showing the observed Beiyht of the Uaromdte?; monthly, 
for the ITeclr endiny Decemher 31, 1879. , 

January ........ 
Febrnitry ....... 
;March . . . . . . . . .  
April ........... 
May . . . . . . . . . . . .  
June ........... 
July.  . . . . . . . . .  
August ........ 
September . . . .  
October. ........ 
November.. . . . . .  
December.. ..... 

Annual Mean, at  7 A. M., of 365 observations, 30.085. 

Annual Mean, at  2 P. M., of 365 observations, 30.045. 

Annual Mean, at 9 P. M., of 366 observations, 30.086. 

Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 30.07'2. 

Naximnm for the year, 30.723. 

Minimum for the year, 29.36j. 

Range, 1.367. 



METEOROLOGICAL T:1RLE No. 2. 

Table showing the hrtate o f  Thermomder, monthly, for the Year  

(I 
enc2in.g December 31, 1879. 

January .......... 
February . . . . . . . . .  
March. .......... 
April . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
May . . . . . . . . . . . .  
June.. . . . . . . .  : 
July. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
August.. . . . . . . . . . .  
September. . . . . . . .  
October. . . . . . . . . . .  
November . . . . . . .  
December. ........ 

Annual Mean, a t  7 A. M., of 365 observations, 47.94 

Annual Mean, at  2 P. N., of 365 observations, 56 18. 

Annual Mean at  9 P. M., of 365 observations, 48 81. 

Annual Mean of 1,095 observations, 50 98. 

Maximum for the year, 95. 

Minimum for the year, - 2. (2" below zero. ) 

Rsnge, 97. 



METEOROLOGICAL TAl3LE No. 3. * 
Ta6Ze showing the Duration ccnd Dqth  of Rain and S ~ ~ O W ,  

monthly, during the Year e7zding Decenzber 31, 1879. 

January .... 8 3 .... 
February.. .. 11 3 4 
Narch..  ..... 15 2 19 
April . . . . . . .  13 4 1 
May . . . . . . . . .  10 1 13 
June ....... 14 2 13 
J u l y . .  . . . . .  11 2 9 
August . . . . .  10 3 15 
September.. . '8 1 22 
Octsber ..... G . . .  . I  23 
November.. . 11 1 1 19 
December . . .  

Totals.. ... 

3.24 Occasional' 
2.783 Snow 
3 314 Flurries. 
4.469 ) 

::: I ~howers .  
1.956 j 

531 Occasional 
1 995 I Snow 
5 6911 Flurries. 



Latitude, 40° 41' north, 
Longitude, 73O 57' west, 

from Greenwich. SESENNIAL STATEMENT 
Height of Instrument 

above the Sea, 
14.5 feet. 

FOR THE YEARS 

1874, 187.53, 1876, 1877, 1878 and i879. - - 
I 

April. . . . . .  
Bray . . . . . . . . .  30.033 30.498 29.595 
June.. ....... 30.023 30.338 29.537 
July ......... 30.017 30.285 29.592 
August.. . . . .  30.038 30.339 29.562 
Se~tember . . .  30.118 30.448 29.523 
OGober ...... 
November.. . .  
December.. . 



Summary for the six years. 

. . BAROMETER. 

Mean, for 6,573 observations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . 30.051 " 

Maximum, February 5, 1876 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.894 1 

Minimum, November 22, 1878 . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . 29.125 
Range ...............................,......... 1.769 . 

Xean, for 6,573 observations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52.22 
Maximum, July 9, 1876 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - 98.50 
Minimum, January 3, 1879 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . 2 -00 
Range ........................................ 100.50 

RAIN AND SNOW. 

Total fall of snow in inches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 192.50 
Reduced to water.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.266 
Total fall of rain. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237.182 
Total fall of snow reduced to water and rain . . . . . . . - . 260.448 

DUEATION. 

The time in which rain and snow fell: 
224 days, 22 hours, 28 minutes. 



The following comprises t he  several Ac t s  of the  Legis- 
lature, relative to  t he  Brooklyn Park Commissioners, during 
the period covered b y  this  Repor t :  . 

CHAPTER 572. 

AN ACT to amend an Act entitled "An Act to provide for the 
improvement of t6e Coney Island plank road, as recently 
widened, passed May three, eighken hundred and seventy- 
two." 

Passed May 25, 1874 ; three-fifths being present. 

The People of  the &ate of New York, repesented in h7e.laate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section one of tlie Act entitled " An Act to pro- 
vide for the improvement of tlie Coney Island plank road, as 
recently wid~lned, passed &fay three, eighteen hundred and . seventy-two," is hereby amended so as to read as follo\vs : 

i § 1. The Brooklyn Yark Commissioners are hereby authorized 
to grade, gravel, curb and gutter that portion of the Coney 
Island plank road, as recent1;y widened, lying between the circle 
at  the southwesterly angle of Prospect Park and Church lane, and 
skid Church lane from said road t o  Ocean Parkway, according to 
a plan to be devised and adouted bv them. All exDenees inci- 
d&t to said improvements, a'fter li&ing been duly'certified by 

1 the said Park Comn:issioners to the Ccmrnissioners of Estimate 
and *4ssessment, appointed as liereinafter directed, shall be by 
them apportioned and assessed upon the property in their judg- 
ment benefited thereby, within a. district of Assessment to be 
fixed by the said Park Comrnissioilers; but no district of assess- 
ment shall extend bevond the termini of the irnurovements uro- 
vided for in this A;t, and the assessments sGecified in tileir 

! report, when filed in the office of the Clerk of the cou~lty of 
Kings and duly confirmed by an order of the Supreme Court a t  
Special Term, upon an application therefor, of which ten days' 
~ ~ o t i c e  shall have been given in two newspapers printed in the 
city of Brooklyn, shall constitute liens upon the several parcels . 



of lands and premises upon which they shal! have been laid, and 
shall he collected in the ma.nner hereinafter directed. The said - -- 

Park Comlnissioners may also contract in writing, for the making 
of the said improvement and may, from t in~e  to time, as the work 
progresses, issue to the contractors in the name and upon the 
anthority of the said Con~missioners, certificates of indebtedness 
bearing interest, to the extent of eighty per cent of the work corn- 
pletcd by said contractors, payable out of the assessments there- 
for, when collected. '11e Supreme Court in the Second Judicial 
District, at a Special 4 erm thereof, shdl, upon application of said 
Park Commissioners, on notice of ten days, to be published in 
two papers in the city of R r ~ o k l . ~ n ,  appoint three Co~nrnissioners 
of Estimate and Assessment, who shall be wsidents of tlle town 
of Flatbush, who shall have the powers and perform the duties 
of the Commissioners of Estiinate and Assessrrlent. who acted in 
estimating the damages incident to the widening and openihg of' 
the said road. A11 the provisions of chapter seven hundred a,nd 
seventy-one, uf the laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-three, 
so far as relates to the coilectiam of the assessments herein pro- 
vided for, and the sale for the non-payment of the same, and the 
lien thereof, shall apply to and become part of this Act, except that 
no fees for collecting shall be charged against any property 
belonging to the city of Brooklyn or to the county of Kings. 

5 2. This Act shall take effect immediately. 

CHAPTER 583. L 

AM ACT to lay out and improve a public highway or avenue xud 
concourse, in continuation of a public highway or avenue here- 
tofore laid out frorn Prospect Park in the city of Brooklyn 
toward Coney island in tlle count.y of Kings. 

Passed Nay 25,1874 ; three-fifths being present. c r 
The People c!f the State of New York, represented i ? ~  Senate 

and Assembly, do enact as follou~s : 

SECTION 1. The Brooklyn Park Commissioners are hereby 
authorized and directed to lay out and improve a public highway 
or avenue, not more than two hundred and ten feet wide, ex- 
clusive of the court-yards hereinafter provided for, commencing ? 
on the northerly side of the King's highway, so called, at  the point 
of termination of the public highway or avenue, from Prospect 
Park in the city of Brooklyn toward Coney Island in the county 



of Kings, as the same is laid out pursuant to the provisions of 
chapter eight hundred and sixty-one, of the laws of eighteen 
hundred and sixtv-nine. and the several Acts amendine the same. 

C >  

running thence in a generill southerly direction tlirough tlie town 
of Gravesend, arid on and across Coney Island to the Atlantic 
Ocean. They shall also lap out a road or hi~llway, one hundred 
feet wide, through and along the northerly and easterly side 
of the lands of the P r o s ~ e c t  Park Fair Grounds Association. and 
the laws adjoining the same on the north y ~ d  east, conimencing 
where tlie said proposetl road will inters~ct  the said Ocean Park- 
way, at the northerly side of lands of said association, and ter- 
~ninating at the said contin~iation of the said Ocean Parkway oon 
the soutt~erlv side of said lnnde. 

They sllail also lay out and open and improve such concourse 
or shore road at the ~outlier1.y terminus of said highway, hereby 
extended, as in their judgment shall be mi-e :tri(l proper, riot ex- 
ceeding three thousand feet in lengtli on eilc.11 side along the 
beach, and five hundred feet in  width, exclusive oi sudl accretio~ts 
or additions which may be caused by the action of the elements 
or otherwise, on the sontlierly side thereof, whicll accretions, if 
an j ,  sE~all attiich thereto and be nnder the same control and ctqre 
of the Brooklyn Park Commissioners, as the said conoourse or 
shore road shall or may be. And for this purpose they may enter 
upon any lands that may he necessary, and cause a proper survey 
and map of the said avernxe, as well as of the clistrict of assessment 

i therefor to be made. 
§ 2. No buildings or other erections, except pordies, piazzas, 

fences, fountains and statuary shall remain or he at any tirne 
placed upon said avenue within thirty feet from the outside lines 
thereof, which space on each side of the said avenue, and in 
addition thereto, sliall be used for the uonrt-yards (MIS, and may 
be planted with trees and shrubbery, and otherwise ornamented, 
at  the discaretion of the respective owners or occupants thereof; 
but such use and ornamentation shall be under the direcation of 
the said Park Cornrnissioners. 

§ 3. The said Comtnissioners are hereby also directed to grade 
and otherwise improve said concourse, laternl, branch or shore 
road at  the ocean beach, the said one hundred feet road, and also 
SO much of the said avenue as lies south of the lands of the said 
association, and also so much of said avenue as lies between the 
present termination of Ocean Parkway and the point w h e ~ e  said 
one h n d r e d  feet road commences, and in order to determine the 



amoixut to be paid to the owners of the lands and tenements 
required to he taken for the purposes of this Avt and for the 
irnprovernent thereof, the said Col~lmissioners shall tirst fix a 
district of assessment for the oprhning and ialproveinent of the said 
cont~nned parkway, and another dibtrict of sssessrnent for the 
opening and irnprovernent of said one hl~nciretl feet road, within 
whk:h geveral districts the property to be benefited sl~all be 
assessed to defray tlle expenses of such severxl tiikings, as well 
as of the iu~provernent thereof. Notice of the time and place 
of fixing the said districts, arld of hearing the parties inter- 
ested therein, shall be published for ten clays successively in a t  
least two daily newspapers pririted arrd published in the courlty 
of Kings. 

8 4 .  After fixing the said districts of tissessnient the said Com- 
missiorlers shdl  apply to the Suprezne C o ~ u t  at a Special Term to 
be held in the Seoontl Judicial Ilistrict, upon a sirnilar notice, for 
the: appointment of three Conimissiune~.~, \vlio shall be freeholders 
a i d  residents of the said conr~t.y, to e tilr~ate tlle value of the 
lmlds and premises required to I)e talcen for the purposes of this 
Act, arid tlle darnages to be sustt~ined b y  arty person interested 
therein, as wel! by the taking of the land as hy  he restriction or 
easement thereon, specified in the second section of this Set, 
or for the relinquishn~ent of any eaeenlerlt rlow existing thereon 
or attaching thereto, together with tlle expenses of said opening 
and of the irnprovernent thereof; and also, to apportion arld assess 
the silrlle both for the taking and irnpr-oving in sllch lrlarlrler as 
they sllall deern just and equitable, upon the propertg to be bcne- 
fited within the districts of asses~ment so to be tixed b y  the said 
Park Comn~is s io~~er~ ,  and the said Court, i ~ t  Special Term, shall 
tllerellpon proceed to make such appointment. I n  case of the 
death or refi~sal to act, or other disi~bility of the Corllmissioriers 
so  to be appointed, or either of thern, at  a r~g  tirue before the 
several objects of their appointment shall have been accom- 
plished, the said Court, at Special Term, may fill the vacancy. 

9 5. The Commissioners so to be appointed by the Conrt, after 
ha\ ing been duly sworn faithfully to perform the duties hereby 
devolved upon them, shall proceed to make the estimates and 
assessments rei'erred to in the last preceding sections of this Act. 
And in laying the'assessment for improvement, the expense of I 

improving the said one hundred feet road sElall be cllarged upon 
the lands of the said Prospect Park Fair Grounds Association. 
Each of the said reports shall, a t  zll times, before confirmation, be 



subject to view and correction, and ten days' notice of the time 
and place of hearing objections thereto, and of reviewing and . 
correcting the same, shall be published in the newspapers above 
referred to. After 11c:aring sue11 objections and rnalting tlte cor- 
rections, if ally be required, the reports shall be delivered to tllc 
said Park Commissioners. 

§ 6. Upon receiving the said reports, or either of them, the 
said Park Comntissioners sltall give ten days' notice in the said 
newspapers, tliat application will be mitde to the said Court, at a 
Sl)ecial Tern], a t  a tirne and place to be tl~erein desigr~ated, to have 
the sarne c.onfirmed. ilppeals mag be taken fi-orn said reports, or 
any of them, by giving written llntice to the attorney of tile said 
Co~nn~isaioners, at least six days befire the time fixed for the 
application to c.o~lfirrn the same, with a specification of the nature 
of tlie ol,jectioirs; and the Court sllall have power to confirm, 
amend or refer back the said reports, or either of them, as i t  may 
deem proper, and to niake any further order in the premises, 
until the final confirmutian thereof. 

S 7. After tlie reports of estimate and assessment for taking 
and opening the said avenue and one hundrcd feet road, and said 
conconrse or lateral braricli or shore road at the ocean beac.11, 
sllall have been confirmed, the title to the concourse or lateral 
branch or shore road, shall vest in the county of Kings in fee- 
simple absolate, and :aid reports together with the mapsiherein- 
before referred to, sl~all be filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
county of Icings, and the said P;rrk Cot~~rnissioners shall be there- 
upon authorized to improve the said aver~ne and one hundred feet 
road and said eonco~lrse, lateral branch or shore road at the ocean 
beach, accordirjg to a plan to be devised or adopted h;y them ; 
and for that pwpose they may cause the sarne to be graded, 
paved, curbed, guttered and \\ridged, and shade trees planted 
thereon, and may lay out and construct such car1,iag.e-ways, side- 
walks a l ~ d  areas, wit11 sucli terraces, drives or concourses on the 
ocean beach as they mtly deem expedient, and sucll improvements 

- may be made in sections, and from time to tirne, if they sltall so 
elect. 

$ 8. All expenses incident to sl~ch improvetnents, or either or arty 
of them, after llaving beer1 duly certified by the said Park Cornmis- 
sioriers to the said Corrl~nissioners of Estimate and Assessnient, sllall 
be by tklern appor~ioned and assessed upon the property in their 
judgment benefited thereby, witl~irt the several districts of assess- 



nient so to be fixed by the said Park Cornmissioners. The  expense 
. of constructing the drive and concourse on the ocean rbeach, as 

well as of slxch bridges as may be required for such parkway, not 
exceeding the sum of fifteen thousand dollare, shall be a charge on 
the county of Kings. and of the expanse of constructing the said i 
parkway soutli of a point which is distant fifteen hundred feet 
doutlierly from the Neck road, so called, riot exceeding one half 
shall be charged arid assessed agairlst t l ~ e  property in the judg- 
ment of the Commissioners benefited by said improvement, and 
so much thereof as shall be charged andl assessed against the 
c ~ a n t y  of Kings, either for the opening or impi.ovement thereof, 
tlie Supervisors of the said county are liereby directed to raise 
by tax upon the reynisition of the P a ~ k  Cornmissioners, and the 
Co~inty Treasnrer to yay the proceeds thereof to the persons en- 
titled to receive the same npon like requisition. And tlie 
reports of tlre Comrnis~ioners of Assessment shall l)e subject to  
objection and appeal and td confirmation in the same manner as 

, their said ibrmer assessrrirnt reports ; Ijut the expenses of no por- 
tion of said parkway sll:~ll he :L charge upon the conntly of Kings. 4 

8 9. All asseshrnents rnade :llid confirmed in pursuance of tliia 
Act shall be liens upon the lands and premises npon wl~icll they 
shall 2iitve becrl ]:lid, and such lands arid premises sliall I)e subject 
to be sold for t l ~ e  assessn~erits ref'e~red to in the fifth and sixth 
sections of this Act, if such assessments are not paid within ninety 
days after the oo~lfirrr~ation thereof. T l ~ e  present existing pro- 
visions of law ap~)lic.able to sales for taxes and sssess!nents in the i 
cily of Brooklyll, to redeltlptions and leases tl~erefor, and to the 
respective rigots of the ~ a r t i e s  interested therein, irlcllxding the 
rate of interest tu he paid hy the p21rties in default, sllall apply to 
all assessrner~ts to be laid 111ider this Act whenever they arc not 
inconsistent tllerewitli. Ar~d wller~ any duties arc by said laws 
imposed upon tile f~ommon Council of said city, they shall devolve 
upon the said Pa1.1i Commi~sioners; and where imposed upon 
subordinate officers of the city, they shall be performed by per- 
sons to be specially appointed by the said Park Con~missioners 

5 10. The said Park Cornnlissioners may appoint one or more 
collectors of :~11 assessaients to be laid under this Act, who sliall 
severally give bonds fbr the faithfnl perforlnance of their duties, 
and for the prornpt payment of all the moneys to be colleuted 1)s 1 
them. The collector of any assess~nent shall be entitled to re- 
ceive a compensation of one per cent on all lnoneys paid to him, 
wit11ir1 two weelrs after 11e shall have published notice in said 



newspapers twice a meek, for four weeks, of the time and place 
where h a  will attend to receive payment. After the expiration 
of six weeks from the first l)ublication of tlie said notice, the col- 
lector sliall be entitled to tliree per cent on all moneys tlreresfter 
to be c~llected by him, and in either case his comper~sation shall 
he paid by the party assessed, over and above his assessment and 
as ra r t  thereof; and the lien of the assessment shall extend to 
such compensation, except that no fees shall be allowed for the 
collection oi' the amount assessed against the county of Kings. . 
In case any assessment shall remain unpaid after the expiration 
of the tiwe above specified, the collector shall proceed to sell at 
public auction, for the lowest tern1 of years for which any person 
will take the same and pa.y the amourit so remaining unpaid, with 
interest from the time of' the confirmation of the Assesr;rnent 
report, together with two per cent for collector's fees, and three 
dollars on each parcel in addition for the expenses of advertising 
and sale, a r~d  said collect01 first giving thirty days7 notice of the 
time and place of sale, by publishing the same in two d:iily news- 
papers printed in the county of Kings twice a week for three 
weeks. Upon a sale beinq made, the said collector shidl give oer- 
tiricates of sale to ynrcl~asers, and shall also execute arid deliver 
conveyances of the lands so pnrchased, unless the same shall 
have been redeemed by an owner, lessee or mortgagee thereof, 
within two years from the time of' sale, by paying to the pur- 
chaser. or to the said Brooklyn Park Cornmiseionerr;. for liis use. 

I the an~ou!it paid by him with interest at tlle rate of twelve per 
cent per annnm. Tlle said certificates of sale shall be recorded 
by the purchasers, in the office of the Register of Deeds in and 
for the county of Kings, and shall constit~lte liens upon the 

' nremises therein described. after the same shall have been so re- 
I 

corded, and shall take precedellce of all other lietis except for 
unpaid taxes or assessments. And all interest to be collected at 
the said sale, sllall be credited and paid pro rata among :dl parties 
entitled to receive awards upon the s a ~ d  opening. Upon the 
f ind collection of any assessrnent to be made under this Act, it 
shall be paid over by the said Park Commissioners, to the several 
persons entitled to receive the same. 

(j 11. After the said avenue shall have been opened, the said 
I avenue, and the concourse lateral branch or shore road, at the 

ocean beach, shall be under the exclusive charge and management 
of the said Park Cornmissioners, and they shall malie and enforce 
rules and regulations for the proper use thereof. And after tlie 



said avenue and shore road shall have been imuroved as herein- 
before directed, its subsequent maintenance shall b&a charge 
upon the city of Brooklyn, and such amounts as the said Park 
Commissioners shall, from time to time, by reaoliation, determine 
to be neces$ary for the purpose, shall be annually raised bp the r' 

Board of Supervisors of the countj7 of Kings, and collected in 
the taxes of the current year, and paid over to the said Park 
Commissioners. 

1 12. The said Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment shall 
bt: severally entitled to receive three dollars a day for each and 
every day necessarily en~ployed in the discharge of their duties, 
ar.d their compensation, with room-hire, stationery, and other 
necessary expenses, together with the compensation of tlie sur- 
veyor, counsel, and other persons to be necessarily employed 
under the foregoing provisions of this Act (and wllo are liereby 
directed to be employed by the said Park Commissioners), sllall 
be included in the general expenses to be incurred herein. 

1 13. This S c t  sl~all take effect irnnlediately. 

CHAPTER 588. 

AN ACT to provide for the cornpletiori and improvement of 
Sackett, Douglass ancl Degraw streets, in the city of Brooklyn, 
and also for the collection and payment of all rnoneys expended 
or indebtedness incurred by said city on account of the im- & 
provement of such streets by the Brooklyn Perk Cornrnissioners. 

Passed June 1, 1874 ; three fifths being present. 

The People ~f the ~5'lute qf hriw Yo?&, reyresented in, Senate 

I and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. Sections 4, 7, 9 and 10 of an Act of the Legis- 
latiare entitled " An Act to widep portions of Sackett, Douglass 
and President streets, and otherwise to alter tlie Commissioners' ' 
inap of the city of BrooBlyn, passed May sixth, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-eight, as amended, extcnded or enlarged by the Acts 
amendatory of or snpplemental to, or said to be arnendator.~ of q 

or supplemental to such Act are hereby (except as hereinafter 
amended) expresslj? re-enacted, and the powers granted, or pur- I 
ported, or stated to be granted by such sections and Acts are here- 
by expressly conferred upon the Brooklyn Park Cornrnissioners 
and other officers and agents as therein set forth. 

c 



§ 2. All surns of moneys heretofore at anv time  aid or ad- 
vanced t w a i d  Park Commissionel.~ by said city, for or on account 
of the improvenlent ineritioned in said sections of the Act passed 
May sixth, eighteen linndred and sixty-eight, and the said 
arnendatory and supplenle~ital Acts, together with all the surns 
liereafter to be advanced under tlie antliority of this ,4ct, with all 
interest paid by said city at  the time of sllcll assessment on ac- 
count of bo~ids issued to obtain the rnoney so advanced, shall be 
assessed, levied and collected in tlie lnanrier provided in and by 
this Act, i t  being the true intent and meaning of this Act to 
make the snms heretofore expended for such improvement a 
charge on the same district, and assessable and collectable in the 
same manner as tllougli s~ich surns had been expended after the 
passage of tliis Act. 

§ 3. Sec4tion four of the Act passed May twenty-second, 
eigliteen hundred and seventy-three, supplemental to tlie afore- 
said Act, passed May sixtli, eighteen llundrad and sixty eight, is 
hereby amended by substitntirig the words "the Board of Super- 
visors of Kings county " for tlie words " the Joint Hoard of 
Sopervisors and Common Chuncil of said city" in such section, 
it being the true intent and meaning of tliis section to cause the 
assessment therein referred to be levied by the said Board of 
Supervisors instead of by the Joint Board therein referred to, 
and tlie said section ie hereby fnrtlier so amended that the tax or 
charge therein referred to sllall not he collected by said Joint 
Board, but shall he collected hey the officers of said city author- 
ized to collect taxes therein. 

5 4. Section five of the Act last ahove ~e fe r r ed  to is so 
amended that payments therein allowed to he made to the 
Comptroller shall he made to the Collector of Taxes Bnd 
Assessme~~ts of said city. 

§ 5. This Act shall take effect iznmediately. 



CHAPTER 365, 

AN ACT to amend an Act er~titled "An Act to wide* and im- 
prove a portion of Wasl~irlgton avenue, in the city of Brook-. 
lyn, and extend the same in& the town of FE'latbush. Passed 
April twenty-third, eighteen hundred and seventy." ( 

Passed May 12, 1875 ; three-fifths being present. 

The People o f  the Stute of ATew Y o ~ k ,  ~epresented in Senute 
and Asse?itbLy. do enact as follows : 

SECTION 1. Chapter three hundred and seventy-six of the 
Laws of eigl~teen hundred and seventj, entitled " An Act to widen 
and improve a portion of Washingtori avenue, in the city of 
Broolilyn, a11d extend the same into the town of Fla'latb~xsh;"' passed 
April 23, eighteen hundred and seventy, is hereby amel~ded by 
adding the following section at tlie end thereof: 

8 10. For the purpose of paying the contractors and other 
persons enlployed in the irnprovernerlt of so rnuch of said avenue 
as lies witllin the city of Brooltlyn, the usnal :~ssezsrnent bonds of 
the city of Brooklgn sliall be issued and sold by the proper 
oficers of said city to an arrloltnt necessary to pay the same, 
provided notiling herein contained shall authorize the issue of 
assessment bonds beyond tlte sum already limited by law. And 
the said Park Con~mi~sioners are hereby autllorized to issue to 
the contractors and ot l~er  persons e~nploped in making said 
improvement within the town of Flatbush and outside of the city 
of Brooklvn. certificates of indebtedrless not exceeding the 

./ 2 a 

alnount due saitl contractors and other persons en~ployed in said 
work, bearing interest to a period three months after the date of 
tlleponfirmation of tbc assessment report, to Ire paid out of the 
rnoneys collected for assessrr~ents on property within said town, 
which shall be levied and collected within a district of assessment 
to be fixed by said Park Comnlissioners on propertj within the 
town of Flatbush. All interest heretofore collected by reason of 
default in  payment of the assessment for oltenir~g of that part of 
said avenue lying within the town of Flatbush shall be credited 
to the interest account of said iln~i'ovement. and all interest to be 
collected by reason of default in payment of any assessn~erits 
under the provisions of this Act, within said town, sllall be paid < 
to the contractor or other parties to whom pay~rients are due by -< 

reason of such default, in proporbion to the amonnt of their 
respective claims. 

3 2. This Act shall take effect immediately. 



CHAPTER 489. 

AN AC&O amend chapter fire hundred and eighty-three of the 
Laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-four, entitled "An Act 
to lay out and improve a pnhlic highuay or avenue heretofore 
laid out from Prospect Park, in the city of Brooklyn, toward 
Coney Island, in the county of Kings." 

Passed June 5, 1875 ; three-fifths being present. 

The I'eople of the  stat^ of New York, ~epresented in Senate 
and Assen~bly, do enact as follows : 

e 
SECTION 1. Section eight of chapter five hundred and eighty- 

three of tlie Laws of eighteen hundred and seventy-ibnr, erltitled 
"An Act to lay out arid improve a public highway or avenne 
and concourse in continuation of a public highway or  avenue 
heretofore laid out f ro~n Prospect Park, in tlre city of Brooklyn, 
toward Coney Island, in the c0unt.y Kings," is hereby amended so 
as to read as follows : 

§ 8. All expenses incident to said i~riprovements, or either or any 
of tliem, after having been duly certified by the said Park Corn- 
missioners to the said Com~nissioners of Estimate and Assessmer~t, 
shall be by them apportioned atid assessed upon the property in 
tlieir judgment benefited thereby, within the several districts of' 
assessment so to be fixed by the said Park Commissioners. The 
expense of constructing the drive and conc2onrse on tlle oc*ean 
beach, as well as of such bridges as may be required for such 
Parkway, shall be a charge 011 the county of Kings, and of tlie 
expense of constructing the said Parkway south of a point which 
is distant fifteen hundred feet southerly from the Neck road, so 
called, not exceedit~g one-half shall be charged and assessed 
against the property in the judgment of the Cornmissioners bcne- 
fited by said improvement, and so much thereof as shall be 
charged and assessed against the county of Kings, either for the 
o ~ e n i n g  or improvernerlt thereof, shall be paid thereof by the 
County Treasurer to the persons entitled to receive the same, 
upon the certificate of tlie Brooklyn Park Commissioners. And 
the reports of the Commissioners of Assessment shall be subject 
to objection and appeal and to confirmation, in the same manner 
as their said former asseasine~~t reports. 

§ 2. Said Act is amended by adding at the end thereof the 
following sections : 

19 



13. The said Park  omm missioners may contract in writing 
.for the rnaking of all or any of the said imprbv'ernents)after in- 
viting proposals for doing tlie work and furnishing the rr~aterials, 
by publication for one week in said two daily newspapers, printed 
and published in the county of Icings, and filing a copy of each of 
said contracts in the oflice of the Treasurer of the county of 
Kings within ten days after the making of the same. And 
they may fiom time to time as the work progresses, but not 
oftener than once a month, issue to the contractors certiiicates of 

' tlie amount cf work and materials done and furnished under such 
contracts. The  said Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed 
to pay seventy-five per cent of such amounts to said contractors 
or their assignt;, and upon the final completiun of their said con- 
tracts, and upon filing zi certificate thereof in the ofice of the 
said Treasurer, he shall pay to the said contr:~ctors or their 
assigns the balance of the several amounts due under their con- 
tracts. The said Tre~snrer  shall also pay to the Surveyoi; Corn- 
misioners, Counsel arid other persons to be employed upon the 
said work, and upon the laying of said improvement, such amounts 
for services and necessary disbursements as shall be specified in 
the assessment reports after they shall have been dn1y confirmed 
by the Court. For  the purpose of furnishing the money required 
to make all s w h  payrnents, and for the payment of so mnch 
thereof as may be charged or assessed to the cou~ ty ,  including 
the amonnt expended for the improvement of said concourse, the 
collrlty of Kings is authorized, and the proper officers thereof are . hereby directed, to issue certificates of indebtedness to the neces- 
sary amount, not exceeding two hundred thousand dollars, bear- 
ing interest a t  seven per cent per annum, payable on or 11efore 
the expiration of ten years fiom tlie date thereof, interest thereon 
to be payable semi annually, and to sell the sarne for not less than 
tlie par value thereof, and pay contractors and other persons 
entitled to reoeive the same on the certificates of the Brooklyn 

' Park Commissioners. 

§ 4 The board of Supervisors of the connty of Kihgs shall 
annually make provision by tax for the payment of interest ac- 
crued, and bo accrue, on such certificates : and so much fhercof as 
is chargeable against the several parcels of property assessed 
shall be levied on the same as part of the 'general tax for the 
improvement; and in the year preceding the maturity of said 
certificates, the amount of any assessment remaining unpaid, with 
interest, if any, accrued thereon, shall form a part of and be l e v i d  



and assessed upon the property chargeable with said assessment, 
as part ef the geileral tax upon said lands for the general ex- 
penses of the said county; and in case there sball be separate 
interests divided, ur undivided, arising from a transfer of the prop- 
erty assessed or any part thereof, at or at any time previous to the 
making of said levy or sale therefor, and the same shall be made 
to appear to the satisfaction of the said Park Comtnissioners, 
they may apportion the amount assessed thereon between tlie 
owners of the respective parts thereof, and all provisions of law 
applicable to the redemption of lands from sale for taxes shall , 
apply tg the several interests and amounts so apportioned. 

$ 3. The second sub-division of section one of said Act is 
amended so as to read as follows: 

They sllall also !ay out and -open and improve such concourse 
or shore road at the souther1,y terminus of said highway hereby 
extended as in their judgment shall be wise and proper, not ex- 

'z ceeding three thousand feet in length on each side along the 
beach, and not exceeding one thnu~and feet i n  width, exclusive of 
such accretiorls or additions which may be caused hy the action 
of the elements, or  otherwise, on the southerly side thereof, 
w!lich accretions, if ang, shall attach thereto and be nnder tlie 
same control and care of the Brooklyn Park Comrt~issioners as 
the said concourse or shore road shall or may be;  arid for this 

J 
purpose they ma,y enter lipon any lands that may be necessary, 
and cause a proper survey and map of the said avenue, as well 
as of the district of assessment therefor to be made. 

Q 4. This Act shall take effect immediately. 

CHAL'TER 546. 

AN ACT to amend an act entitled '' An Act to widen and improve 
Ninth avenue and Fifteenth street in the city of Brooklyn." , 

Passed June 8, 1875 ; three-fifths being preseut. 

The People of thp. State o f  New York, reyresented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enuct ~ s ~ f o l l o w s  : 

SECTION 1. Section six of chapter seven hundred of the Laws 
of eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, entitled " An Act to widen 
and improve Ninth avenue and Fifteenth street," is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows : 



1 6. The said widened street and avenue shall be laid out ac- 
cording to a plan to be devised or adopted by the said Park Com- 
missioners; the sidewalks thereof, which are contignons to the 
said Park, shall be thirty feet wide, and the opposite sidewalk 
sl~all be twenty feet wide, and seven feet in width of said oppo- 
site sidewalk adjoining the lots facing on said street and avenue 
rnay be used for collrtyards or areas within wllich to erect 
porches or stoops to houses, provided the occupants will inclose 
snclr courtyards or areas with good and sufficient iron or picket 
fences, not exceeding five feet big-1;. The said street and avenue 
shall also be paved, cnrbed and guttered in snoh manne5 as tlie 
the said Park Co~lrrnissioners shall direct, and tlie said Commis- 
sioners may plant tlie same with suitable shade treea on hot11 
sides thereof, arid construct such carriageways and walks, and 
make use of suc.11 material of construction or pavements as they 
slrall daern best; arid for the purpose of paging the cor~tractors 
alld other persons employed in the i~nprove~nent of said avenue 
axid street, including the arnollnt already expended arid advanced 
on said work by the Brookl,m Park Co~r~missioners, the usual 
assehqrnent bonds of tire city of Brooklyn shall he issued and sold 
by the proper officers of the city to an amount necessary to pay 
tlre same, provided that no assessirlent bonds be issued to pa.y for 
any work to be clone on said street or avenue llnless t!re consent 
of the Comnlon Conrlcil he first obtained thereto ; and also pro- 
vided that nothing herein contained shall authorize the issue of 
assessn~ent Ijonds beyond the snln now limited by law, and out of 
the proceeds of the side of the said bonds pay, on the certificate 
of the Brookljn Park Commissioners, the several parties or 
persons entitled to receive the payments provided for in this Act. 

§ 2. This Act sl~all take eflect immediately. 

AN Acr to amend an Aot passed May eleventh, eighteen hucdred 
and sixty-nine, entitled '-An Act to lay out and improve a 
pnblic highway 01- avenue from Prospect Park, in the city of 
Broolilyn, toward Coney Island, in the collnty of Kings." 

Passed May 15, 1876 ; three-fifths being present. 

The people of the state of flew York., represented in Senate 
and Assernblp, do enuct as follows : 

SECTION 1. Tile rrintll section of the Act entitled "An Act to 
lay out aud improve a public 21ighwily or avenue, from Prospect 



Park, in the city of Brooklyn, toward Coney Island, in the 
county of Kings," passed May eleventh, eighteen hundred and 

, sixty-nil~e, is liereby amended so as to read as follows : 

§ 9. All assessments made and confirmed, in pursuance of this 
Act, shall be liens up011 the laud and premises upon wl~ich they 
shall have been laid, and such lands and premises shall be subject 
to be sold for the assesstnents referred to in the tifth and sixtli sec- 
tions of this Act, if such assessments are not paid within ninety 
dajs  after the confirmation thereof. All laws applicable tct or 
governing the retnrns of arrears of taxes or assessnlerits on lands 
of non-residents, rnade or to be made to the State Comptroller 
by county. treasnrers and the proceedings thereupon, shall app1.y 
to all assessments to be laid under this Act, whenever they are 
not inconsistent tllwewith, and when a n j  duties are, by said laws, 
imposed upon the Common Council of said city, they shall 
devolve upon the said Park Commissiuners, and when imposed 
upon subordinate officers of the city, they shall be performed by 

I' persons to be specially appointed by the  aid Park Commis- 
sioners. 

1 2. Nothing contained in this Act shall afXect any sales here- 
tofore rnade for a r ~ y  assessment levied under said Act of May 
eleventh, eighteen tiundred and sixty -nine. 

§ 3- This Act shall take effect immediately. 

CHAPTER 336. 
AN ACT to provide for the payment of an award due from the 

city of Brooklyn to tlie Brooklyn Park Commissioners for . 
lands taken from Prospect Park for reservoir purposes. 

Passed May 15, 1876 ; three-fifths being present. 

The Pc:ople of the Xtate of New Fork, represented i ~ z  Ser~ate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Mayor, ~omptrol!e? and City Clerk of the 
city of Brooklyn are hereby authorized and directed to make, 
issue and sell the bonds of said city, to  an amount necessary, and 
pay from the proceeds of the sale of such bonds the amount of 
the award made for lands taken about the Prospect Hill Rtser- 
voir by the referee's report on file in the ofice of the Comp- 
troller of said city, date June twentieth, eighteen hundred arid 
seventy-four, and amounting to two hundred and fifteen thollsanci 
three hundred and sixty-fire dollars, arid interest on the same 
from the date of said repolst. 



9 2. The Brooklyn Park Commissioners are hereby authorized 
and directed to expend said moneys so received in liquidating any 
indebtedness due, or for moneys borrowed, to iniprove the Park 
lands of said city authorized to be sold. 

5 3. Tl~ i s  Act shall take effect immediately. 

I CHAPTER 352. 

AN ACT to amend chapter five hundred and eig11t.y-three of the / 

Laws of eighteen hundred and seventy four, entitled, "An Act 
to lay out arid improve a public highway or avenue, heretofore 
laid out from Prospect Park, in tlie city of Brooklyn, toward 
Coney Island, in the county of Kings." 

Passed May 16, 1876 ; three-fifths being present. 

The People o f  the ~Stute o f  New Y o r k ,  rqreaented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact us foZ2ow.s : 

SECTION 1. Section seven of chapter five hundred and eighty- ? 
three ot' the Laws of eighteen hundred arid severity-four, entitled, 
"An Act to lay out and improve a public highway or avenue 
heretofore laid out from Prospect Park, in the city of Brooklyn, 
toward Coney Island, in the county of Kings," is hereby amended 
so as to read as follows : 

8 7. After the reports of estimate and assessment for taking 
and oper~ing the said avenue, and said concourse or lateral branch 
or shore road at  the ocean beach, shall have been confirmed, tlie 
title to the concourse or lateral branch or slrore road shall vest in 
county of Kings in fee simple, absolute, and said reports, together 
with the 1n:aps hereinbefore referred to, shall be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the county of Kings, arid the said Brooklyn Park 
Commissioners shall be thereupon authorized to improve the 
said avenue and said concourse, lateral branch or shore road 
at the ocean beach, according to plans devised and adopted by 
them ; and for that purpme they may cause the same to be graded, 
paved, cnrbed, guttered and bridged, and shade trees planted 
thereon, and may lay out and construct snch carriageways, side- 

'walks and areas with sucl~ terraces, drives or coriconrses on the 
ocean beach as they may deem expedient, and snch inlprovenients 
may bc made in sections, and frorn tiine to time if they shall so 
elect. 'l'hey shall have full and exclusive power to govern arid 
manage the Ocean Parkway from the circle at the southwesterly 
angle of Prospect Park to tlle ocean, and direct the pnblic use 



thereof, as also the circle and concourse at either terminus, and 
of such parts of the teveral roads, streets or avenues as run 
through or intersect the same, and to pass and enforce laws and 
ordinances for tlie proper use, regulation and government tl~ereof, 
and for all the purposes of such governn~ent, management and 
direction of public use, such parts of said roads or avenues as pass 
through or intersect said citcles, shall be deemed to be a part of 
Prospec:t Park, arid it shall be under like cuntrol and manage- 
ment as said parkway. 

§ 2. Said Act is hereby amended by adding at the end there- 
of, the following section : 

$ 15. The said Brooklyn Park Con~miesioners are hereby aa- 
thorized to expend a sum 11ot exceeding ten tllo~lsand dollars 
without contract, in the payment of laborers' wages, and in the 
pnrchase of such lands and materials as may be neceseary for the 
construction of oaid avenue or conconrse, to be paid out of any 

v moneys they are authorized to expend for eaid improvements and 
~q'on their certificate, but nothing herein contailled shall be con- 
strued to authorize any expenditure in excess of the amount now 
fixed by law. 

$ 3. This Act shall take effect immediately. 

$ 
CHAPTER 458. I 

AN ACT to enable the city of Brooklyn to raise f~lrther means 
for the irnprovernent and sale of certain portions of Prospect 
Park, in said city. 

Passed June 16, 1877 ; three-fifths being present. 

jrhepeo2~b o f  the State o f  New York, represented in Se'elznte 
am? Assembly, do enuct as follows : 

SECTION 1. The Corn~riori Cotlncil of l the city of Brooklyn are 
hereby authorized to raise a further sum, not excdeding two hun- 
dred thousand dollare, for g-radinp, draining, regulating and 
otherwise improving the lands of Prospect Park, pursuant to 
chapter three llucdsed and seventy-three of the Laws of eighteen 
hundred and seventy, entitled '&An Aat to authorize the improve- 
ment and sale of certain portions of Prospect Park, in the city of 
Erooklyn, and the Acts amendatory thereof," and to rnake pro- 
vision for the expenditure of the a n ~ o ~ l n t  raised ; and for the pur- 



poses of this Act the bonds of the city, known as Park Bonds, 
and payable out of the sale of park lands authorized to be fold 
may be issued in such form :~nd payable at such times and in 
such manner as the said Conlrnon Council may direct. 

CHAPTER 362. 

AN ACT to transfer the care and control of Bedford avenue, in 
the city of Brooltlyn, to the Park Commissioners of said city. 

Passed May 24, 1878 ; three-fifths being present. 

Th,e People of the State of ,Vew York, represented in Senate 
a ~ ~ c l  Assembly, do eelznct as follozus : 

SECTION 1. From and after the first day of January, eighteen 
hundred and seventy-nine, the care and management of Hedford 
avenue, in the city of Brooklyn, throughout its entire length, 
including the ~ctpairs of the existing pavement thereon and 
cleaning thereof, are hereby vested in the Park Commissioners of T 

said city and said Comrni~sioners are authorized and directed 
from and afcer said date to keep the same clean and in good 
repair, and to make such needful rules and in respect 
to said avenne; the preser-ation of its walks and roadwa,~, and 
the puclic use thereof, as they may deem proper to maintain the 
same as a puhlic drive or parkway, and the powers heretofore 
vested in or exercised by otlier city officers or boards in said city, 
in respect tu said avenue, are hereby transferred to said Park I 
Commissioners, provided that no expense herein authorized shall 
be met by the issue of Park bonds. 

§ 2. This A(:t shall take effect immediately. 



Communication t o  the  Board  of Supervisors of Kings 
County, relative t o  t he  sale of a portion of t he  Concourse 
at Coney Island. 

OFFICE OF PARK COMMISSIONERS, 1 
BROOKLYN, February 25, 1880. j 

To the Board of Supervisors, Kings County : 

GENTLEMEN : .P 

The Board of Brooklyn Park Commissioners beg leave to ask 
Y your consideration to tlie following suggestions in reference to a 

question npon which they were invited some tirne since tc ,give 
their views by a Committee of your Board, as to disposing by 
sale, of the portion of the property known as the Concourse at 
Coney Island, whicli it is believed may be now parted with with- 
out disadvantage to the public interest. 

The tract to which this proposition is intended to apply 
includes only that part of the seventy acres origir~ally acquired, 
whicli lies to the rear or north of the northerly boundary of the 
present roadway and sidewalk, and contemplates the reservation 
for public purposes of all sonth of thi's same line, and includes 
the drives, walks and all the intervening beach to the lowest 
water line. 

4 The development of the Island to this date, and the clearly 
defined tendencies of the improvements in the future would seem 
to indicate that the proposed curtailment of the present area 
would in no material degree contrack or otherwise encroach upon 
the privileges and benefits which were originally contemplated by 
the commission, to be derived from its use by the public. 

Some further reasons in support of this proposition may be 
found in tlie following: I n  view of the continued reluctance 
manifested by the authorities to expend money on other than 
what they deem to be strictly utilitarian or unavoidable work, it 
is of some importance to note that the sale of this portion of the . 
county property would do away with tlie ultimate expenditure af 
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a considerable amount of monev reauired for its imurovement. " L 

any plan of which would involve a large amount of filling to 
level up the area to such an elevation as would render its use 
practicable in connection with the present drive, the Parkway, 
and approaches to the beach. 

A considerable outlav would also be needecl to develoue the 
necessary features of the superstructure, such 4s soiling, walks, 
roads, trees, slirubs, turf, &c. A further experise would be en- 
tailed in the l ~ k e  necessary subsequent provis<on of a Maintenance 
fund, which, as viewed by a portion of tlie public representatives, 
would be probably characterized as a pnblic burden. 

The Concourse occupies a conspicuous position, and is, so to 
speak, almost the centre of gravity of the Island, separating on 
either hand tlie most extensively improved poi-tions. In its ex- 
isting barren and urisiglitly condition, it preserife an incongruons 
and undesirable intervening space. tlie prevailin q feature of which 
it slionld be your duty or ouis to change and improve if it is 
deemed desirable to retain it. If this property can be sold under 
am~ropriate conditions and restrictions, such as may he without 
d;fticulty arranged frjr, the remaining property to be reserved for 
the public use, can, it is believed, be environed by a class of im- 
provements, such as hotels arid other structures, which, in the 
matter of design and in the facilities afforded, will greatly enhalice 
its value, and by tlie accruing advantages add to the tor-ivenience 
and interest of t l ~ e  community at large, who will continue to seek 
recreation wllere it call be afforded at comparatively small 
expense and obtainecl with such little sacrifice of time. 

Not the least important of t l ~ e  reasons which are here advanced 
is that of tlie fund to be derived from this sale, which fund, i t  
may be confidently expected, will prove, ill amount a very satis- 
factory one. By far the larger part of this money may be by tljk 
County Tre:.tsurer invested in Kings CollutY Bonds, tlie income 
of whidi sliould be devoted to tile care of tlie irnproved portions 
of the property, and tlie balance of the fnnd might with propriety 
'be expended In improvements which wonld be found desirable, 
and in providing and extending facilities in which tLe owners and 
l e w e s  of the lsland and the public geuerally wonld share in 
cornillon, and with such a fund it will be possible for the Park 
Commission to inaugurate a class of improvements, which, 
with the education of experience, the growth of the public taste, 
as well as a larger  vie^ of owners and lessees that it is hoped 
will *revail, urill be demanded in tlle near future, and will merit 
and receive due recognition. 



Among such improvements as are here referred to as possible, 
may be enumerated the extension in a substantial and attractive 
form of the existing carriageway and promenade, together with 
such other equally acceptable features as would be entitled to 
consideration ; the introduction and care of such trees and shrubs 
as might be found upon careful inquiry arid experirnent to 
promise permanent satisfactory growth and development on the 
Ieland. 

The enlarge~nent of the facilities for providing pure water 
would be found to be necessary, also a system of sewerage could 
be devised and carried out in part and to such an extent at least 
as would rnake certain its practicability and serve as a nucleus for 
its extension to those parts of the Island where relief in this 
directioq will soon be a necessity. 

The Park Conirnissioners fully appreciate and have carefully 
weighed the advantages to be derivecl by the public from tlie use 
of property eo eligibly located as is the Concourse, and having 
secured it, and thus completed a scherne devised by them more 
than ten years ago, they would hesitate to make or consider any  
proposition that would seern to be inconsisteut with the past, yet 
they ]lave corne tu believe that the advantages to ~esu l t  fiorn this 
sale under such conditions as they would reserve the right in a 
large degree to define, will ultimately inure to the substantial 
advantage of our people. 

I n  conclusion, we beg yon to consider the substance of this 
communication, vi th the view to enlist your co-operation in 
securing the legislation neccssary to carry out the purposes and 
.ends herein outlined. 

By order of the Park Cornmission, 

J. S. T. STRANAHAN, 
President. 


