
REPORT OF THE SUPERVISOR OF 
RECREATION 

Administration. 

The development of the recreation activities of the Bureau of Recrea- 
tion was somewhat checked during the summer season of 1916, owing to 
the epidemic of infantile paralysis. This was particularly true of inter- 
park activities. 

No Epidemic in Playgrounds. 

It  was decided after studying the situation, and conferences with the 
Board of Health, that the congregating of large groups of children was 
not desirable. In this connection there was ordered for the remainder of 
the 1916 season the elimination of sand-pits and sand-boxes, the more fre- 
quent oiling and watering of the playgrounds, and the development of 
activities that kept  mall groups of children engaged in simple active games. 
It is a remarkable fact that not a single case of paralysis was reported from 
the seventy playgrounds, recreation piers and gymnasia of any one known 
to be active in these playground centers. This speaks well for out-door 
recreation. 

Events of Year. 

The annual baseball, basketball, soccer football tournaments and athletic 
championships were carried on as usual, especially for the older boys and 
girls, and covered a greater number of units than in previous years, despite 
the reduction in total attendance in inter-park contests for younger children, 
because of the measures taken by this department on account of the epidemic 
of poliomyelitis. 

The acquisition of the recreation piers and gymnasia which are asso- 
ciated with the park playground centers, has been a great help in developing 
neighborhood activities, and this development has proceeded rapidly. . 

The Shakespeare Tercentenary, which was celebrated by a series of 
festivals in the different playgrounds and gymnasia, was a remarkable 
success. I t  has resulted in the formation of a Dramatic League among the . 

play leaders and children of the playgrounds. 
The Mayor's Safe-and-Sane Fourth of July celebration, more than 

ever this year, centered around park playground activities. An unprece- 
dented success attended these celebrations which in the form of athletic 
meets and festivals were held throughout the Greater City. 

The Labor Day festivals proved particularly successful and interesting 
as showing the development of folk dancing, simplified athletics and games, 



which are becoming firmly established among the children and young women 
of the playgrounds. 

Together with the Boy Scouts, the children of the park playgrounds 
took part in the Lighting Celebration of the Statue of Liberty, and the City's 
reception to the President of the United States. 

The season ended with the annual piayground festival held at the 
Amsterdam Opera House, with a playlet entitled " Father Time and His 
Children," depicting symbolically the twelve months of the year. The pro- 
gramme ended with general dancing and patriotic singing. 

Surfacing. 

Funds have been obtained for the proper composition for surfacing 
with clay and sifted cinders, and for steel mesh fencing at the two new play- 
grounds that are to be enlarged and improved, namely, Cherry and Market 
Street playground, and Jasper Oval. 

New Playground. 

The acquisition of the plot of ground at East 12th Street, which was 
acquired for summer use through the generous cooperation of the Trustees 
of the Catholic Cathedral, and the Board of Education, proved very valuable 
as a playground. This site, located in the most congested Italian quarter 
of the city, should be acquired by the city for a permanent playground. 
While Tompkins Square Park playground is but a few blocks away, never- 
theless its play space is overtaxed, and the need of the acquisition of this 
East 12th Street center is apparent. 

The recommendation contained in the reports of 1914 and 1915, in rela- 
tion to equipment, playground surfacing, comfort stations and the lighting 
facilities, which should be installed, are herewith resubmitted most earnestly. 

The effect on mass activities from the infantile paralysis scare, the 
reduction of band concerts, the dust of the playground surfacing, together 
with the lack of play material, reduced the attendance in many of the centers 
very heavily, making a total in the reduction of attendance of children and 
adults on the playgrounds and recreation piers of over a million and a half, 
in comparison to the figures of 1916. 

Deficient Equipment. 

It  is, therefore, clear that play material and equipment are necessary, 
and that attractive and interesting programmes drawing large groups must 
be arranged and directed, and a sufficient music fund to minister to the 
recreation activities supplied must be appropriated if we are to attract a 
substantial and normal number to the playgrounds and recreation centers 
during the day and evening, so they may be used to the fullest advantage. 
It  is one thing to maintain recreation centers and another thing to prepare 
and arrange satisfactory programmes of play activities. But this latter can- 
not be accomplished without the necessary equipment and material, including 



incentives for competition in the shape of prizes. For this latter the only 
source of supply is that furnished by the Mayor's Committee on the Fourth 
of July Safe-and-Sane Celebration, by contributions from the staff of this 
Department, and occasionally from the press of the city. 

Inter-park Playground Games, Festivals and Pageantry. 

Girls' Activities.-Gymtlastic drills, group games, folk- 
dancing, social-dancing, aesthetic dancing, dramatization, roller-skating, club 
work, swings, slides, see-saws, rope-jumping, ball games and ring games. 

Competitive Games.-Basket ball, volley ball, tether ball, tennis, 
simplified athletics and gymnastics, ring toss, hockey, relay racing, croquet. 

Passive Work.-Sewing, embroidery, carpentry, paper work, kin- 
dergarten games, drawing, reed and raffia work, paper rope work, basketry, 
jig-saw work, plaster casting, story-telling, designing, knitting and crochet- 
ing. 

Inter-park Playground pageantry.-A departure was made this year 
from the usual pageant given each year at Central Park, when all the 
centers gave expression to the form of pageant at one central point. I t  was 
decided to declare Labor Day " Play Day" at all the park playgrounds. 
I t  was estimated that through this method a greater number of people and 
children would be interested and attend the neighborhood festivals. This 
form was adopted to promote the neighborhood idea on Labor Day, but 
while it has its advantages from a local neighborhood standpoint, a trial of 
the plan has made it clear that its value is not to be compared with the 
advantages derived from having a joint assemblage of people and children 
from every section of the city. Both plan9 have their advantage, but cen- 
tralized inter-park festivals and pageants at a given point are the most valu- 
able for the general good and welfare of the city. 

Playground Athletic Championships. 

Approximately ten thousand boys competed in the elimination games 
in twenty-five athletic fields and recreation centers for the honor of enter- 
ing the Final Championships on Columbus Day, October 12, 1916, at Chel- 
sea Park. 

The first five in each of the twelve events were eligible to compete in 
the finals, in which there were contesting somewhat over one thousand boys. 
Some splendid results were achieved in this year's championships. For 
example, F .  Martini, of Thomas Jefferson Park playground, ran a fast 
100 yards in 10 315 sec.; H. Whitehouse, of Queensboro Park playground, 
made 18 feet 9% inches in the ~ ; n n i n ~  Broad Jump. 

The boys from the Sheep Meadow of Central Park, which is one of 
the most valuable playgrounds in the world, won the championships with 
17 points ; St. Gabriel's, second, and Thomas Jefferson, third. Thousands 
of spectators witnessed the events. 

104 



BasebaIl Tournament. 

The baseball tournament of the Public Park Playground Athletic and 
Recreation League, conducted by the Bureau of Recreation, proved to be 
one of the most popular yet scheduled. One thousand and twenty-one 
teams competed in the elimination tourllame~lt from thirty centers. The 
tournament was divided into three classes, 85 lbs., 100 lbs. and 115 lbs. 
Thomas Jefferson playground won the 85-lb. championship ; Reservoir Oval 
again won the 100-lb. and Jasper Oval won the 115-lb. These tournaments 
do not include the hundreds of games that are played by athletic clubs of 
young men, especially on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. Throughout 
the week the public, private and parochial school boys are given an oppor- 
tunity. The demand for permits this year has been greater than ever and 
no playgrouild is complete without a diamond or two. The final games 
were cond;cted at the following centers: Corlears Hook, Queensboro, 
Jasper Oval and Chelsea. 

The tournament was divided into four divisions: the southern, eastern, 
western and northern. Owing to the short vacation season and the size of 
the tournament, some of the divisions were again subdivided, an elimina- 
tion contest being staged within this unit to ascertain who would represent 
the division in the finals. Four divisions were represented in the finals. 
They were paired off-the winners played the winners for first and second, 
and the losers played (after the first round) for third. 

Soccer Football.-The popularity of soccer football in the park 
playgrounds is increasing each year. This is due in part to the department's 
special efforts in bringing the good points of this game to the attention of 
our boys, and also because of the intrinsic merit of the game itself. Our 
Inter-park Tournament had advanced in enrollment from fourteen to eigh- 
teen teams. St. Gabriel's Park playground played through the entire tour- 
nament with only one goal scored against them. 

Basketball.-The 1916 Basketball Tournament in the public park play- 
grounds and gymnasia was conducted on a larger scale than ever, owing 
to the acquisition of the five new gymnasia that were formerly under the 
supervision of the Recreation Commission. 

It was found that the plan of ail in-and-outdoor tournament was supe- 
rior to any other plan previously adopted. This general plan brought the 
indoor players in touch with the outdoor players in the struggle to find the 
real champions of our playgrounds and recreation system. Rutger Place 
gymnasium carried off the honors in both classes, 90 and 110 lbs., and did 
not lose a single game in either weight in the indoor series. 

The lines of the programme were laid out in three sections of the city: 
Southern, Western and Central. The champions of each section competed 
in the finals. 

Special credit is herein given to the Field Staff: Messrs. John J. McCor- 
mack, Emanuel Schwartz, James Ginnerty and James W.  Walsh, together 
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with Mr. Daniel Caplin, Instructor at Rutger Place Gymnasium, for their 
excellent handling of the tournament. I t  is noteworthy that the congested 
lower East Side of Manhattan produced the champions. 

The " Big Four " of the playgrounds, in the way of popular games are: 
Baseball, Tennis, Basketball and Soccer Football. A tournament was con- 
ducted during the months of February and March and proved a great attrac- 
tion to the playgrounds and gymnasia. Over 200,000 witnessed the tourna- 
ment during the series. 

ACTIVE RECREATION I N  CENTRAL PARK. 

Skating and Coasting.-Skating and coasting in Central Park dur- 
ing the winter season of 1916 was enjoyed by a greater number of our 
citizens than ever before. Skating as usual was supervised and directed 
by the Bureau of Recreation in co-operation with the Division of Operation 
and the Police Department. 

A new policy was successfully applied in regard to coasting. The De- 
partment set aside a number of favorable hillsides in all of the larger parks 
where special facilities were provided to keep the coasting course properly 
banked and in good condition, so that the sport could be indulged in for a 
greater number of days after each snowfall. The coasting was regulated 
both at the top and bottom of the slide by representatives of the Bureau of 
Recreation. First aid to the injured facilities were also available at the 
chief skating and coasting centers. 

The small lake a t  59th Street and Fifth Avenue was set aside, as was 
done last year, for the skating of the smaller children and their guardians. 

A number of the playgrounds in the small parks of the congested sec- 
tions of the lower part of Manhattan were flooded, so that neighborhood 
skating facilities were obtained for  the first time. This development proved 
extraordinarily successful and it is planned to increase further, during the 
1917 winter season, the number of such skating centers. 

Tennis,--The tremendous increase in the popularity of tennis was 
indicated this season by the issuance of over 20,000 season permits to play 
on the Sheep Meadow, 66th Street and the West Drive, and on the south 
tennis field, 96th Street and the West Drive. The latter field has been 
remodeled with clay surface courts and stationary nets that are erected by 
this department, the tennis players no longer having to provide the net. 
This department has abolished the storage system for tennis outfits entirely. 
The players are now required to furnish their own balls and racquets. 4 
period of two hours is allotted to each person holding a permit, in order 
to render the greatest amount of good for the greatest number. 

Hockey.-The East Meadow a t  99th Street and Fifth Avenue and 
the Circle at 106th Street and Eighth Avenue have been designated as the 
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hockey fields of Central Park. Many permits were issued to the various 
high-schools to conduct their tournaments throughout the season. 

Croquet.-Permits are issued for croquet on the Sheep Meadow, 
66th Street and West Drive; the playground lawn, below 66th Street and 
the playgrounds. This provides recreation more particularly for adults. 

Baseball.-Specially restricted baseball grounds are provided for 
boys 16 years of age and under, on the East Meadow, 99th Street and Fifth 
Avenue, and the Sheep Meadow, 66th Street and West Drive. Permits are 
not required for practice by boys within the age limit. Many private and 
public schools throughout the city tale  advantage of these restricted base- 
ball fields. 

May Parties and June Walks.-Two thousand May party and June 
Walk permits were issued to the private and public schools, settlements, 
church and civic organizations to conduct their spring festivities. The 
Annual Fete of the Public Schools Athletic League (Girls' Branch) was held 
on the Sheep Meadow, together with the demonstration of the Boy Scouts. 

Football.-Eoys of the various public, private and high schools are 
permitted to practice soccer and rugby football on the Sheep Meadow, 66th 
Street and West Drive, the Playground Lawn, below 66th Street and the 
East Meadow, 99th Street and Fifth Avenue, during the football season. 

Each activity is directed and supervised in accordance with the demands 
of the various seasons of the year. All of these activities in Central Park 
are accessible to the public without charge, except the children's carousel 
on the Sheep Meadow and the rowing and boating on the lakes, for which 
privilege a small fee is charged. 

Among other irilportaiit activities in Central Park are horseback riding, 
driving, motoring, boating and rowing, amateur photography, band con- 
certs, etc. 

Recreation Piers.-The activities on the recreation piers were con- 
ducted during the months of June, July, August and September. The 
music furnished by the graphonolas purchased by the department was of 
great assistance in teaching children folk dancing, rhythmic exercises, 
marching and in giving entertainment. The band concerts in the evening 
were an added attraction to both adults and children during the summ& 
season. Plans are being perfected for more extensive use of the recreation 
piers during 1917. 

Gymnasia.-The department now has seven well-equipped gymnasia 
with shower baths which prove extremely beneficial and attractive, not only 
as recreation centers, but as physical training institutions. There were over 
500 club permits issued for these seven centers that are open daily until 
10 p. m. Gymnastics, athletics, dancing and social club work are among 
the chief activities. 



Permits are issued to clubs of 20 or more. for periods of one hour 
and a half. at  a given time for certain days of the week . Two (lays a week 
are set aside for girls' activities at these centers . 

LIST OF PARK PLAYGROUNDS. GYMNASIA AND RECREATION 
PIERS-WITH LOCATIONS . 

- 

Weekly 
Area. Attend- 

Location . Acres . ance . 
Abingdon ........... Abingdon Square . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  07 760 
Astor Field ......... 149th Street and 8th Avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.15 5, 240 
Battery ............. Battery Place and State Street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  85 3. 348 
Bennett Field . . . . . .  184th Street and Broadway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.29 2, 420 
Carl Shurz .......... 86th Street and East River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25 4, 300 
Carmansville ....... 151st Street and Amsterdam Avenue . . . . . . . . .  50 2, 678 
Central ............. South Meadow (tennis) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9.86 12.361 

North Meadow (May parties, picnics) . . . . . . .  30.00 . . . .  
East Meadow (baseball, playground, coasting) 5.14 7, 814 
Central (99th Street), small children's play 

ground . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.00 3, 085 
Sheep Meadow (tennis, baseball, football, 

coasting) ................................. 21.11 35, 925 
Playground lawn (south of 66th Street), foot- 

. . . . . . . . .  ball, May parties, picnics, coasting 10.65 5, 210 
Chelsea ............. 28th Street and 9th Avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.02 9, 795 
Cherry and Market . .  Cherry and Market Streets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  38 5, 025 
Clark ............... 174th Street and Fort Washington Avenue . . . .  92 2, 905 
Colonial . , .......... 150th Street and Bradhurst Avenue . . . . . . . . . .  1.11 2, 105 
Columbus .......... Baxter and Worth Streets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  54 2, 850 
Corlears Hook ...... Corlears Hook and Jackson Streets . . . . . . . . . . .  50 6, 965 
De Witt Clinton . . . . .  j3d Street and 11th Avenue ................. 1.77 7, 552 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  East 17th Street ..... 17th Street and East River 12 3, 620 
Five Points ........ Baxter and Worth Streets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17 1, 535 
Grace .............. 104th Street, between Columbus and Amster- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  dam Avenue 10 710 
Hamilton Fish ...... Houston and Pitt Streets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.84 13, 550 
High Bridge ........ 170th Street and Amsterdam Avenue . . . . . . . . .  25 4, 400 
Hudson ............ Clarkson and Hudson Streets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13 4, 595 
Jackson Square ..... Horatio Street and 8th Avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13 895 

. . . . . . . . . . .  Jasper Oval ........ 137th Street and Convent Avenue 2.06 11, 005 
John Jay . . . . . . . . . . .  77th Street and East River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.34 7, 375 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  *Queensboro ....... Foot of East 59th Street 1.11 7, 625 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  Mount Morris . . . . . .  120th Street and Madison Avenue 1.10 1, 190 

Reservoir Oval . . . . .  174th Street and Amsterdam Avenue . . . . . . . . . .  85 2, 355 
Riverside Oval ...... 77th Street and Riverside Drive, 83d Street 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  and Riverside Drive 5.00 1, 313 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Riverside ........... 96th Street and Riverside Drive 1.00 2, 850 

*Ryan .............. 42d Street and Prospect Place . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 18 1, 784 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  *St . Gabriel's . . . . . . .  35th Street and 2d Avenue 1.14 3, 895 

. . . . . . . . . .  . St . Nicholas . . . . . . . .  133d Street and St  Nicholas Avenue 28 1, 293 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . S t  . Peter's .......... New Brighton, S I 1.00 975 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ............ *Seward Canal and Jefferson Streets 1.00 9, 630 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... *Thomas Jefferson 112th Street and East River 4.18 10, 448 

................... ... *Tompkins Square 10th Street and Avenue A 1.25 12, 635 
. . . . . . . .  .......... Watergate 134th Street and Amsterdam Avenue 1.67 3, 735 

........ Westerleigh Jewett and Maine Avenues, Westerleigh, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Staten Island 90 650 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... *West 59th Street Near 11th Avenue 45 1, 628 

. . . . . .  .......... *Yorkville lOlst Street, between 2d and 3d Avenues 75 7 , 6 6  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  "18th Street 10th Avenue 50 2, 922 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ......... *19th Street Near 1st Avenue -25 500 
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Location . 

Weekly 
Area. Attend- 

Acres . ance . 

44th Street . . . . . . . . .  
67th Street . . . . . . . . .  
67th Street . . . . . . . . .  
136th Street . . . . . . . .  
138th Street . . . . . . . .  
147th Street . . . . . . . .  
Fort Washington . . . .  
Esplanade . . . . . . . . . .  
Recreation Piers- 

Gymnasia- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12th Avenue 75 I. 703 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  West End Avenue 15 1. 680 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Is tAvenue 1.00 5. 985 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Eetweeu 5th and Leslox Avenues 50 1. 565 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5th Avenue 45 2. 605 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . Near 7th Avenue 1 00 1. 500 

. . . . . . . .  175th Street and Fort IYashington P t  2.00 3. 900 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Williamsburgh Bridge 10 1. 080 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  West 129Lh Street. North River 9. 415 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  West 50th Street. North River 18. 789 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Harrow Street. North River 4. 354 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Albany Street. North River 1. 727 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  East 3d Street. East River 21. 475 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Market Street. East River 21. 030 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  East 24th Street. East River 16. 810 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  East 112th Street. East River 5. 850 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  *Hamilton Fish 1. 023 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  *West 59th Street. near 11th Avenue 900 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  "Carmine Street 1. 356 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  *Cherry and Oliver Streets 1. 196 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  *East 54th Street 2. 153 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  "Rutgers Place 1. 865 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  "West 28th Street 1. 705 
-- 

*Designates playgrounds open the year round . 

Many thousands take advantage of the skating at the following lakes during the 
skating season : 

59th Street lake. 72d Street lake. 104th Street. Harlem Meer. 110th Street. Con- 
servatory lake. 72d Street . 

Supervisor. Bureau of Recreation . 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SUPERVISOR 
OF FARM GARDENS 

Public Schools Send Children. 

The most important ac~om~lishmen't for the year 1916 was the exten- 
sion of the co-operative work between the Farm Garden Bureau of this 
department and the Department of Education. By this new agreement 
children from almost all of the schools in Manhattan are, as a part of their 
curriculum, assigned at certain hours to outdoor work in the farm gardens 
located at Thomas Jefferson Park, 114th Street and First Avenue; DeWitt 
Clinton Park, 52nd Street and the North River; Corlears Hook Park, Cor- 
lears and South Streets; Isham Park, 213th Street and Broadway. 

Because of the limited number of plots in these gardens, it is neces- 
sary at the present time to restrict the children who benefit from this out 
of door work to those types which particularly need recuperation, and who 
have suffered from overcrowding and lack of air and sunshine. 

Details of Plan. 

In the Spring of 1916, conferences were held in each garden between 
the Supervisor of the Farm Garden Bureau and various officials of the De- 
partment of Education, especially associate superintendents, district super- 
intendents, and principals of the schools concerned. As a result of these 
conferences a plan was formed to have as many schools in each district 
within comfortable walking distance of the gardens send graded and un- 
graded classes at regular periods all through the spring and fall accom- 
panied by public school teachers selected because of their enthusiasm, under 

- the direct supervision of the farm garden bureau force. Two hundred 
public school teachers worked on this co-operative basis during the year. 
In the autumn four schools in the neighborhood of DeWitt Clinton Park 
asked permission to send classes regularly throughout the winter. Arrange- 
ments were made for seventeen classes a week, three classes a day. There 
seems to be a limitless field of interest to select from for indoor winter 
work; there are tools to be repaired, cleaned and stored, ~a in t ing  of wheel- 
barrows, hand-carriers, water tubs, ~ropagating seeds, old and new, to test 
their value. A four by eight foot box filled with earth and a smaller 
square box filled with sand affords opportunity to learn many things about 
the plot possibilities out of doors and the laying out of the whole gar- 
den. 

Hot beds have been planted in two gardens. Numerous exhibits have 
been set up to give information in regard to cotton, flax, hemp, the vari- 
eties of seeds birds feed on, needles, nails, cereals, lantern slides of insects 
classified. All the talks on insects, flowers and vegetables were illustrated 



by lantern slides. Thus the interest of the ungraded classes is held in a 
manner barely possible in the class room. 

Special Lectures. 
During the special institutes held by the Board of Education in Sep- 

tember, the Supervisor, at the invitation of the city superintendents ad- 
dressed over two thousand teachers. Another address was given in the Per- 
gola Building, DeWitt Clinton Park, after the schools opened, and seventy 
teachers and principals attended, which was evidence of the growing in- 
terest in children's gardens. 

Effects of Work. 
The comments from teachers and children show an appreciation of the 

opportunity given, and all have expressed in one way or another the senti- 
ments of one teacher, who wrote, " We trust that the City will so feel our 
appreciation that gardens will be provided eventually for every neighbor- 
hood." One teacher states that the best proof of the success of the ex- 
tension of farm garden work was reflected in the number of volunteer 
visits the children made to their plots outside of school hours. Her classes 
never missed an afternoon. The children were interested intelligently in 
the growth of the various plants which were studied. They understood 
why it took some time for the seeds to develop in the recent backward - 

spring. They knew what to expect after rain and after a sunny period. 
They discussed the need of water and air for plants, and incidentally for  
children. They saw and talked about the evil effects of congestion and the 
reasons for transplanting or entirely uprooting plants that grow too closely. 

The value of outdoor work of this nature for the health of children is 
clearly shown by the fact that among the many thousands of children regu- 
larly visiting these gardens during the recent epidemic of poliomyelitis, 
there was not one case of this sickness. 

Methods. 
The usual method of instruction which has been successfully used for 

the last few years was further developed and co-ordinated. Theoretical 
talks were supplemented by practical work on the use of leaves to the plant, 
water in relation to plants, elementary forestry, the effect of sunlight on 
plants, iqsects, and on the use of air to plants in addition to practical and 
observation work in connection with the varied operations of preparing the 
ground, planting seeds, growing vegetables and plants, gathering the harvest, 
and preparing food. 

Bartow Mansion Exhibit. 
From June 1st to June 4th, an exhibit was held on the grounds of the 

International Garden Club, Bartow Mansion, Pelham Parkway, in co- 
operation with the International Children's School Farm League of the 
Department of Parks, The Bronx. This exhibit attracted much attention 



and was pronounced by inany to be the most vital and .interesting of all the 
exhibits. 

Since the Board of Estimate and Apportionment has not as yet granted 
funds to remodel the Pergola Building in DeWitt Clinton Park, it was 
necessary to eliminate the household work forinerly undertaken in the 
farm gardens. 

The public school teachers of the ungraded and kindergarten classes 
became so enthusiastic over the interest of their pupils in the garden work 
during the summer, that a request was made to use the DeWitt Clinton 
Park garden during the winter for nature study work. 

Anaemic Classes. 

Through the co-operation of the Department of Parks, Department of 
Education, and generous friends. year-round classes of anaillic children 
were provided for in Thomas Jefferson Park. They hold their school ses- 
sions 011 the open air platform, and in an attractive little cottage. At  Cor- 
lears Hook Park, a fresh-air class has been conducted under most trying 
conditions on the two little piazzas of the cottage. There is a shelter 
partly available. Each child provides its own lunch of potatoes, apples, 
eggs and cocoa. The apples are placed in the oven on a piece of paper on 
which is written each child's name. Before putting the eggs in the water 
to boil. each child writes its name on its egg. As a result of the outdoor 
treatment the classes, since 1913, at Corlears Hook Park, have grown so 
well and strong, that they were able to return to their own grades in school, 
and different children were sent out to take their places. This work has 
thus far proved well worth while. Other schools which cannot be accom- 
modated on the platform send their anaemic children to the Thomas Jeffer- 
son Park farm garden for a little work, their lunch, a rest period, and then 
back to school. With comparatively small expense all the children needing 
such types of treatment near Thomas Jefferson Park could be accom- 
modated. There are four hundred cl~ildren not provided for. 

Isham Garden. 

Isham Park Children's Farm Gardens did not open until June 13th 
owing to the construction work in connection with the development of the 
park. On planting day 100 children, accompanied by the teachers, from 
Public School No. 52, planted their plots. The soil was rich and the loca- 
tion of the garden favorable; the growth of the crops was consequently 
phenomenal. Two crops were planted and harvested by September 5th. 
There was a daily attendance from ten to ninety children, Fome of them 
attending so regularly that they became familiar with every phase of the 
work. 

Nature study material was distributed to four public schools in the 
neighborhood of Isham Park. The specimens were unusually good, espe- 



cially the cotton. The largest attendance was between 8 a. m. and 10:30 
a. m. and between 2 p. m. and 3 :30 p. m. 

Volume. 
The four farm gardens during 1916 contained 2,007 plots, as follows: 

Individual plots (boys). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  983 
Individual plots (girls).  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  787 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Observation plots 185 
Flower beds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  52 

Each child's plot was planted twice including 747 transfers, 4,228 chil- 
dren had plots, and 26,040 children from public schools, parochial schools 
and industrial schools, and pupils from high schools and the New York 
Training School for Teachers used the gardens as a nature stucly laboratory. 

The visits of the plot owners, visiting classes from public schools, 
kindergartens, ungraded, ananic  classes, the ' ~ a r l e m  Clinic Breathing 
Class, the Vanderbilt Clinic Class, as well as visits from high scl~ools and the 
New York Training School for Teachers brought the sum total of the at- 
tendance at the four gardens during 1916 to 144,835. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Thomas Jefferson Park. .  59,926 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  DeWitt Clinton Park 35,816 

Corlears Hook Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  46,091 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Isham Park 3,002 

144,835 



CONCESSIONS 

The year marked the accomplishment of several projects for increasing 
public service in the parks, though better administiation of park concessions. 

Price Control in Boat Service. 

The boating and skating privileges were consolidated. The boating 
concession had formerly been operated by a divided control with one privi- 
lege holder in charge at the Harlem Meer and another at the other Central 
Park lakes. The rates charged for boating had been 50 cents per hour, and 
the total revenue derived by the city amounted to only $288 a month. 

In readvertising these privileges for public bidding the divided control 
was eliminated and the entire collection of privileges was put up for bidding 
under one general head. In the advertisement and in the contract very 
careful provisions were inserted for safeguarding the interests of the public. 
Furthermore, the rates provided for an initial charge of 25 cents an hour, 
thus cutting the old rate in half. Despite the severity of the conditions and 
the reduction of rate, the high bidder offered $375 a month and furnished 
a surety company bond for performance, so that the Department was able 
to procure an additional $1,000 a year revenue while reducing the rate 
charged for boating. 

Better Service and Increased Revenue. 
The candy privilege, formerly operated in connection with the Arsenal 

Restaurant, was put up for public bidding separately, and was won by the 
operator of the general park candy privilege. Put up for bidding separately, 
the candy privilege brought $1,944 a year, or $944 more than the restaurant 
and candy privilege had brought together under the old management. The 
fact that the Arsenal candy privilege was consolidated with the general 
candy privilege made it pozsible to relocate the candy stands in places where 
they not only senred better the public convenience, but did not interfere so 
much with the attractiveness of the park. This relocation had been im- 
possible before the privilege had been joined on account of trade rivalries 
between the two opposing candy privilege holders. 

In  order to make it possible to offer all candy privilleges in one bidding 
in the future, the date of operation of the Arsenal privilege was extended 
to expire at the same time as the general candy privilege. 

Carrousel. 
By the expiration of the carrousel privilege, the carrousel building and 

the machine therein became the property of the city according to the terms 
of the contract, and an advantageous arrangement was made for the con- 
tinuation of the privilege after public bidding; as a result of which it was 



awarded to a new operator who has proved satisfactory. Definite progress 
has been made toward removing the present antiquated carrousel structure. 

The Chief Engineer in charge of the Bureau of Maintenance and the 
Landscape Architect have reported that a shelter building is necessary at or 
about the present location, since the large play fields in this vicinity are fre- 
quently occupied right up to the time of a sudden storm when there is no 
place in which the public may take refuge. At the Commissioner's discre- 
tion, plans have been prepared by the Landscape Architect for the regrading 
of the ground, and by the Architect for the erection of a modern structure 
which will provide plenty of shelter space. 

Since the state of the city's finances indicated that it would be impossible 
to procure the erection of this shelter building with municipal funds, the 
plans were submitted to a number of carrousel manufacturers and operator?, 
some of whom indicated their willingness to erect such a structure and to 
pay a substantial license fee for the privilege. 

I t  appeared at the end of the year that an advantageous proposition 
might be made if it were decided to continue this form of amusement in 
Central Park. 

Arrears Recovered by Suit. 0 

The Department was successful in law suits undertaken to recover 
amounts due from privilege holders, who had fallen behind in the payment 
of license fees. These accounts were put into the hands of the Corpora- 
tion Counsel, when the privilege had been cancelled for non-payment, and 
been re-awarded at public bidding to other privilege holders. 

The Corporation Counsel co-operated by furnishing a member of his 
staff to prepare and prosecute these actions in court, which were tried in the 
City Affairs Division of the Municipal Court. 

The largest judgments recovered were those against William Greenfield 
and George K. Henken, privilege holders in southern Greeley Square and 
59th Street Subway Plaza, respectively. 

City Hall Park. 
On April 28, 1916, the Cominissioner of Parks wrote the Commissioner 

of Accounts requesting an investigation on the report.that certain privilege 
holders in City Hall Park were soliciting bets on horse races. On May 12th' 
the Commissioner of Accounts reported that he was unable to obtain legal 
evidence of this practice, and the Park Department, therefore, requested a 
further investigation on the part of the Police Department, in order to get 
legal evidence of the practice which the Commissioner of Accounts be- 
lieved was being carried on. This investigation was in progress at the close 
of the year. As the result of the investigation undertaken at the request of 
the Park Department, the Park Commissioner issued directions to all privi- 
lege holders that the sale of advance information of the horse races must be 
discontinued on all news-stands, and requested the co-operation of the 



Commissioner of Licenses to make this regulation general throughout the 
city. 

An  Interesting Law Case. 

There had been outstanding in the Department for six years a claim 
against John Antonopolus, who formerly occupied a stand underneath the 
Brooklyn Bridge stairway in City Hall Park. The statute of limitations 
had nearly run against the account. Antonopolus still enjoyed a privilege 
under the Department of Docks and Ferries in Battery Park. In  the early 
part of 1916 he deposited $200 on account on a privilege advertised by the 
Park Department and $50 for an opening in the pavement alongside Battery 
Park. This amount the Comn~issioner of Parks retained in spite of vigor- 
ous protest from Antonopolus, and applied it to the Park Department ac- 
count as moneys due on the expired Brooklyn Bridge stairway privilege. 
When Antonopolus went further and threatened legal proceedings, the Com- 
missioner of Parks referred the matter to the Corporation Counsel and 
received an opinion that his action in refusing the return of the deposit was 
justified. After receiving this opinion from the Corporation Counsel, fur- 
ther negotiatio~l was had as the result of which Antonopolus made further 
payment and this account was wiped off the Department books. 

Central Park Restaurants. 

An attempt was made in 1916 to increase the public service in various 
restaurants in Central Park. Specificationc were drawn up to provide for 
table d'hote service in the Casino Restaurant and McGown's Pass Tavern, 
the latter of which is closed, and desired improvements and a la carte regu- 
lations in this restaurant, and in the Arsenal restaurant, which adjoins the 
menagerie. The specifications combined the former practice of the sale of 
liquor at McGown's Pass Tavern and the Casino, subject at any time to 
revocation by the Conlmissioner of Parks. 

Just prior to the public bidding, however, a statement was issued, 
attacking the Comnlissioner of Parks for the form of specifications, mis- 
representing the provisions which had been inserted in the contract which 
gave the Conlmissioner of Parks discretion to discontinue the sale of liquor 
if the public interests should so warrant. Various statements of prospective 
bidders thereafter were to the effect that the statement influenced them to 
believe that public clamor might be excited, without regard to the facts, 
which would compel the Park Commissioner to discontinue the sale of liquor, 
even if the places were properly operated. As a result, the bidding for the 
Casino restaurant and McGown's Pass Tavern failed. A second bidding 
which was had also failed. McGown's Pass Tavern remained closed, the 
Department taking the position that if it could not be operated as a park 
restaurant, it should not be operated as a road house, although the Depart- 
ment had many offers to continue it as a restaurant of the road house char- 
acter. The Casino restaurant was continued as formerly. The Arsenal 



restaurant was let to the highest bidder in the public bidding. The total 
received for this restaurant and the candy privilege, which was formerly 
attached to it, being $2,344, or more than twice as much as the combined 
privilege brought before the public bidding held by the Department. Never- 
theless when this Department requested approval of the plans (estimated 
cost $2,500) for the repairs to this building, and which repairs were referred 
to in the advertisement, approval of the plans was withheld by the Board. of 
Estimate and Apportionment, and it was inlpossible to release the funds. The 
expenditure of this money was tied up with the proviso that it should only 
be released when the Board of Estimate's committee was satisfied that 
sufficiently large bids had been obtained from the concessionaires to warrant 
the repair of the buildings. This provision caused immediate difficulty, since 
the bidders were only willing to make reasonable offers in case of an assur- 
ance in advance that at least certain repairs to the building would be per- 
formed by the City. 

As a result of this condition and the misunderstanding regarding the 
liquor license unsatisfactory amounts were received when the bids were 
opened. In one case the bidder was willing to proceed on the chance of 
the repairs being made later. However, up to date of writing the release 
of the amounts for these repairs has not yet been secured. Meanwhile, the 
Arsenal Restaurant is practically untenantable by the concessionaire who 
accepted the lease; the Casino cannot be operated properly as a modern 
restaurant according to the standard demanded by the city; McGown's Pass 
Tavern has to remain closed and unused, and every day these conditions are 
becoming more serious. 

Newspaper Venders on Exterior Walks. 

The Department also suffered in 1916 from the rendering of a decision 
in the Court of General Sessions overthrowing the conviction of Peter 
Parelli, for the unlicensed sale of newspapers in Greeley Square Park. 
Since this result, Parelli consented to be licensed and submitted to the De- 
partment's regulations. However, the decision of the court has placed in 
doubt the Department's jurisdiction over the exterior sidewalks of all parks 
and it has been impossible to prevent vending thereon: This has impaired 
the appearance of many parks and resulted in annoyance to park users. 
The Department has requested the Corporation Counzel to suggest measures 
by which the necessary jurisdiction may be restored. 



MUSIC 
Community Chorus.-The Departnlent brought a new feature into 

public mubic in the season of 1916 by inviting the Cou.twzunity Chorus to 
use the band stand and Mall of Central Park for its weekly meetings. The 
Chorus ellgaged a well-know11 leader, who has made a success of such or- 
gailizations ill the past in other cities of the country, and at its own expense 
hired an orchestra to accompany the singing. I t  invited the public generally 
to attend, and to participate in the singing, without previous training. Oil 
days when concerts were given with departmental money the Music Chorus 
received the use of the 13and Stand and the Music benches for the two 
hours preceding the orchestra or band concert. 

Song and Light  Festival.-The m orlt of the Chorus concluded with 
a So~zg and Light Festival at the great lake in Central Parlt on September 13, 
1916. Eight hundred people participated in the singing, which was accom- 
panied by an orchestra of sixty-five pieces. More than fifty thousand per- 
sons heard the singing 011 the night of the Song and Light Festival, and so 
popular nas  this feature, the esthetic beauty of n l~ i ch  was heightened by 
the placing upon tlie banlts of the lake a beautifully colored light arrange- 
ment designed by Claude Bragdon, an architect, that the Festival was re- 
peated 011 the first night following, and was again attended by a crowd of 
more than fifty thousand people. The expense of this Festival, which 
amounted to several thousand dollars on each iliglit on which it was given, 
was borne by private individuals. It  was proiiounced by the press to have 
been one of the most successful Community affairs ever given in the City, 
and comii~ented upon as marking an innovation in the City's musical life, 
and in the field of community and joint effort. The work of the Chorus, 
wit11 Park Department co-operation, resulted in a larger attendance, greater 
enthusiasm being show11 in connection with the Christmas tree singings in 
the park during the winter. The Comnlissioner of Parks participated in the 
singing around the Christmas tree in Madison Square Parlt on Christmas 
Eve and joined with the Chorus in singing at its great public receptioil held 
in Madison Square Garden. The prevalence of infantile paralysis during 
the summer was followed by the abandonment of a movement to extend 
Commui~ity Singing to the small parks in congested neighborhoods. 

Private Citizens Donate Concerts.-In addition to the generous 
financial support given by private individuals malting possible the work of 
the Community Chorus, public spirited citizens contributed large sums to 
making it possible to extend tlie inadequate music appropriation of the De- 
partment. Two factors made this helpful benevolence especially necessary. 
The first was that the music appropriation for 1916 was $23,207, which was 
$26,293 less than the amount appropriated by the City for musical purposes 



in 1914. 'The second was that the Musical Mutual Protective Union, which 
had granted the Department a weekly rate for concerts, given at different 
locations in the neighborhood parks, cancelled this rate for 1916, taking 
the position that the City by reducing rather than expanding its appropria- 
tion for music in the parks of Manhattan and Richmond had taken advan- 
tage of its generosity during the previous year, stating their fears that if 
the weekly rate was continued it might prove the basis for further reduction 
in the appropriation for 1917. The action of the Union practically anlounted 
to raising the rates for music to what they had been in 1914, the year previ- 
OLIF, and thereby compelling the City to pay the old rate instead of the new 
rate, which had been a twenty per cent. reduction, and which had aIlowed the 
City to expand its concerts-the number of its concerts in the small parks 
by approximately 25 per cent. 

The first of these donations was of two band concerts by an anonymous 
private citizen. This citizen permitted the Department to select its own 
band to give these concerts on the Mall in Central Park. Having bee11 
assured of at least $300 for each of these concerts, the Department was 
able to procure the band led by Patrick Conway, one of the largest and most 
excellent of the touring musical organizatioris of the country, the members of 
which were also members of the Musical Mutual Protective Union. This 
band, according to competent musical critics, has come to be the successor of 
the Sousa and the Pryor Band as touring organizations, now that the Sousa 
and the Pryor Band have largely abandoned touring concert work. Both 
of the Conway concerts on the Mall were largely attended. 

Because of the scattered placing of seats around the Band Stand on 
the Mall in Central Park, and also because the Music Stand is so situated 
that sound is not readily distributed over the area where listeners may 
gather, and also because the Music Stand is not provided with a shell to 
properly throw out over the area occupied by music lovers the delicate 
musical effects obtainable by an orchestra, the Department has taken the 
position during the last lhree years, that orchestra concerts should not be 
paid for out of City funds. Nevertheless, the large number of lovers of 
classical music, particularly of sympl~onical orchestral music, in New York 
is so great that there is considerable demand on the part of the public 
for such concerts, and the attendance at them is always large. Several such 
concerts were provided in 1916 through private generosity. The most 
notable of these donations were that of Elkan Naumburg, who gave six 
concerts by a symphony orchestra, led by Franz Kaltenborn. Mr. Kaltenborn 
was selected by Mr. Naumburg as the leader because he had previously 
given a series of such concerts in Central Park. Mr. Kaltenborn selected 
the instrumentalists and soloists, and this Department printed the program. 

Late in July the friends of Mr. Arthur Claussen, Cotlductor of the An- 
tonio Symphony Society Orchestra, applied to the Department, stating that 
they would furnish funds to provide a concert by Mr. Claussen and his 
orchestra on the Mall in Central Park. The only vacant date was on 
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Sunday, August 13th, from 4 to 6 p. n ~ .  The Department requested that, 
if possible, the concert be given at the conclusion of the inusic season in 
order to lengthen it, but Mr. Claussen's friends, who desired to remain 
anonymous, said that the concert would have to be given during August, 
preferably during the middle of August. 

Mr. Elkan Naumburg, who was donating the Kaltenborn series of coo- 
certs, wished to try the experiment of giving some of the cnllcerts in the 
evening, and it so happened that it had been arranged to give one of the 
Kaltenboril concerts on the evening of the 13th. This made it possible to 
give the Claussen concert on the afternoon of that date. It, therefore, 
happened that there were three musical events in Central Park on August 
13th, beginning with the public singing of the Community Chorus accom- 
panied by orchestra at two o'clock. On Sunday, shortly after noon, thou- 
sands of people began to zrrive in Central Park, hundreds of them bringing 
lunch baskets. Long before two o'clock, when the Community Chorus sing- 
ing began, all the benches surrounding the music stand were filled and thou- 
sands of persons were standing. The police estimated that there were 
continuously between twenty and twenty-five thousand persons about the 
music stand from two o'clock in the afternoon until after ten o'clock at 
night, when the third concert of the day ended. When the Community 
Chorus singing was over it was noted that the benches were not vacated 
and that the crowd was increasing. At the conclusion of the Claussen con- 
cert at  six o'clock very few persons left their seats, and thousands remained 
on the benches until eight o'clock, when the Kaltenborn concert began. I t  
would appear there were twenty thousancl people, and upwards, in New 
York who were willing to undergo the greatest amount of physical incon- 
venience rather than to miss concerts of high-class music. A feature of both 
the Kalterlborn concerts and the Clausseti concerts was the participation 
in them by vocalists. Despite the fact that the music stand is not provided 
with a sounding board and consequently a great deal of the effect of vocal 
music is lost, nevertheless the public enthusiastically received the appearance 
of vocalists and applauded their efforts with every manifestation of high 
appreciation. 

Vocal Concerts.-The Music League of America also co-operated 
with the Department by giving vocal concerts at the following places: 

Battery Park, at 12: 30 p. m. on September 18, 20, 21, 25, 27, 29. 

Other Concerts.-With the co-operation of the Department, also 
the Editor of the Music page of the Evening Mail, gave a series of six 
concerts on various occasions at noon-day in Battery Park. An attendance 
of more than one thousand persons was present at each of these concerts. 

When the First Regiment Field Artillery Band returned from the Mex- 
ican Border, Commissioner Ward gave it a public reception at City Hall 
Park. 

This band had been engaged by the Department to give its general 



, 
series of Central Park concerts, but had to abandon the concerts on account 
of being summoned to duty in the Federal service. At the public reception 
the band, led by Conductor W.  Seneca Mpgrant, gave a concert which was 
attended by more than three thousand p- rsons. 

The success of the Battery Park noon-day concerts and the large crowd 
which attended the concert at noon in City Hall Park give rise to the belief 
that there is a great possibility of ministering to the public appreciation 
of music and taking advantage of that interest to educate it in the better 
type of music by having noon-day concerts in the parks in the business 
section. Of course, this ic impossible with the present state of the music 
appropriation. 

Franko as Leader.-Following the call of the First Regiment Field 
Artillery Band to the Mexican Border created a considerable problem for 
the Department in the handling of the Central Park music. Mr. Mygrant 
had proved a very popular conductor in the previous season and his selec- 
tion to lead the concerts in 1916 gave a guarantee that the series would 
go off in excellent fashion. The summoning of the Regiment to the Border, 
however, changed all this and necessitated experimentation on the part of 
the Department. Several leaders were tried in charge of the concert band 
in Central Park, and after their work had been reported upon by the Sec- 
retary of the Park Board, who acted as Supervisor of Music, the Commis- 
sioner decided to call upon Mr. Nahan Franko, who had led the first con- 
cert band organized by the Department in 1914. Mr. Franlto consented to 
lead this band and undertook at once to work in this organization. He 
conducted the remaining concerts paid for by city funds in Central Park 
with great success. 

Financial Adjustments.-It would not have been possible to main- 
tain the high standards of music provided for by city money in Central 
Park if Commissioner Ward had not succeeded in alrtering the view of the 
Finance Department concerning the advisability of holding rehearsals pre- 
ceding such concerts. The situation became serious in the middle of the 
season, when the Finance Department refused to pass bills containing pay- 
ment for rehearsals, despite the fact that the contracts issued by the De- 
partment contained provisions for such payment. 

The schedule provided that the leader of the Central Park band concert 
should be paid $25; $15 for leading such concerts and $10 for rehearsals, 
and that the men should receive $5 for each concert and $2 each for each 
rehearsal. The rehearsal was provided for in the contract to be held before 
each such concert. Refusing to pass the till, the Finance Department said 
that Central Park concerts were no more important than those in other parlts, 
citing Prospect Park, Brooklyn, where the leaders received only $10 and the 
men only $5 apiece, and they received no money for rehearsals and no re- 
hearsals were held. The Finance Department affected to fear that there would 
be a general increase in the payment of music unless these billi were held up. 



Commissioner Ward took the position that refusal to pass such bills'would 
bring about a reduction in quality of the music played on the Mall in Central 
Park. He  expressed his views so vigorously concerning the consequences 
of such a reduction in payment that the Finance Department finally con- 
sented to pass the bills. 

By Commissioner Ward's representation, the Finance Department also 
consented that the payment for concerts at Curtis Field, State11 Island, 
should be at the same rate. At the request of a large number af citizen3 
in Staten Island, headed b; the Borough President and most of the Borougl~ 
and County officials, the concerts given at Curtis Field were orchestral, and 
tlie leader appointed mas the one selected by the request of the Statecl 
Islanders themselves. Curtis Field, which is under the jurisdiction of the 
Board of Education and which is loaned to the Park Department for recrea- 
tion purposes, is admirably suited for orchestral concerts. I t  contains a 
large concrete grand stand, seating about 3,000 persons, throughout the 
entire length of which it is possible to hear a stringed orchestra. The 
field itself provides a parking space for hundreds of automobiles, and on 
concert nights not only is the band stand occupied but hundreds of persons 
are seated in the automobiles all about the temporary band stand. Each of 
the concerts is a gala civic affair, attended by all the public officials and by 
most of the prominent citizens, who come from all parts of the borougll 
by every possible means of conveyance. The Secretary of  he Park Bdard 
has reported that at no concerts given under the jurisdiction of the Depart- 
ment is the audience so enthusiastic and so appreciative of the better quality 
of music. 

Standard Instrumentation.-Owing to the reduction of the music 
appropri2tion and the amount of concerts necessarily being reduced because 
of the refusal of the Musical Mutual Protective Union to continue the 
weekly rate in the neighborhood parks, great pressure was brought upon 
the Department by outside forces to reduce the number of musicians in the 
district band and to split up the concerts among a larger number of leaders. 
It  was seriously urged by bureaus of the appropriating authority that the 
number of musicians be cut down from the standard instrumentation of 21 
Inen and leader to bands consisting of eight or ten persons. Commissioner 
Ward steadfastly refused to reduce the number of men in the bands, which 
had been fixed by his origixal committee on music in 1914. H e  also resisted 
strong pressure from a number of important sources to distribute the con- 
certs among a larger number of leaders. Although the abolition of the 
weekly rate removed some of the stronger inducements for organizing the 
bands on a district basis in the neighborhood parks, the Commissioner 
decided to retain the district system and to apportion the music in the 
Borough of Manhattan neighborhood parks to the same form of music as 
previously, retaining as contractors the leaders who had done good work 
as conductors the previous year. Four such leaders were selected. Under 
this arrangement 142 co~~certs  were given. The schedule was helped out 
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by the generosity of the Kip's Bay Neighborhood Association, which for 
the second year donated a series of eight concerts at St. Gabriel's Parlc. 
(The East Side I-Iouse Settlement also offered to give a symphonic concert 
by the Neighborhood Symphony Orchestra in John Jay Park on August 29th. 
This Neighborhood House had also arranged to give a series of community 
concerts ir, the same p r k ,  but abandoned the concert and series on account 
of the prevalence of poliomyelitis. The epidemic nature of this disease, 
which aroused alarm in the tenement district, also caused the abandonment 
of community chorus siilging it1 other neigliborhood parks, such as Corlears 
Hook, Tompkins Square, Hamilton Fish and Mount Morris Parlcs. Owing 
to the state of the City's music appropriation tlze usual subsidy of $300 
could not be granted to the United German Singing Societies, consequently 
the concert usually given by this society in Central Park was abandoned. 

As in the two previous seasons, the Secretary of the Parli Board acted 
as Supervisor of Music. The full series of concerts was as follo\vs: 

SCHEDULE OF CONCERTS. 
MUSIC-SEASON OF 1916. 

CENTRAL PARK. 
NAHAN FRANKO AND HIS CONCE~T BAND: 

Saturdays, 8 P. M., July 29; August 5, 12, 19, 26; September 2, 9. 
Sundays, 4 P. M., July 30; August 20, 27; September 3, 10. 

PATRICK CONWAY AND HIS BAND: 
(Donated by a public-spirited citizen) 

Sundays, 4 P. M.; June 18; July 2. 
FRANZ KALTENBORN AND HIS ORCHESTRA : 

(Donated by Elkan Naumburg) 
Sundays, 4 P. M., June 11, 25; Monday, 4 P. M., May 30. 
Tuesday, 4 P. M., July 4;  Sunday, 8 P. M., August 13; Monday, 8 P. M., Sep- 

tember 4 (Labor Day). 
GUSTAV D'AQUIN AND HIS CONCERT BAND: 

Sunday, 4 P. M., July 9. 
WILLIAM SCHWARTZ AND HIS CONCERT BAND: 

Saturday, 8 P. M., July 15. 
LOUIS SCHMIDT AND HIS CONCERT BAND : 

Sunday, 4 P. M., July 16. 
GUSTAVE LANGENUS AND HIS CONCERT BAND: 

Saturday, 8 P. M., July 22; Sunday, 4 P. M., July 23. 
BETHLEHEM STEEL COMPANY BAND : 

Sunday, 4 P. M., August 6. 

MANHATTAN. 
DISTRICT No. 1: 

WILLIAM SCHWARTZ AND THE EAST SIDE MUNICIPAL BAND: 
COLUMBUS PARK : 

Saturdays, 8 P. M., July 15, 22, 29; August 5, 12, 19, 26; September 2. 
HAMILTON FISH PARK: 

Fridays, 8 P. M., July 14, 21, 28; August 4. 11, 18, 25; September 1. 
SEWARD PARK: 

Saturdays, 4 P. M., July 15, 22, 29; August 5, 12, 19, 26; September 2. 
TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK : 

Sundays, 8 P. M., July 16, 23, 30; August 6, 13, 20, 27; September 3. 
ST. GABRIEL'S PARK : (Donated by the Kip's Bay Neighborhood Association) 

Saturday evenings, 8 P. M., July 8, 15, 22, 29; August 5, 12, 19, 26. 



DISTRICT No. 2 : 
GUSTAV D'AQUIN AND THE WEST SIDE MUNICIPAL BAND: 

BATTERY PARK : 
Sundays, 4 P. M., July 16, 23, 30; August 6, 13, 20, 27; September 3. 

ABINGDON SQUARE PARK : 
Fridays, 8 P. M., July 14, 21, 28; August 4, 11, 18, 25; September 1. 

WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK : 
Sundays, 8 P. M., July 16, 23, 30; August 6, 13, 20, 27; September J. 

ST. NICHOLAS PARK : 
Wednesdays, 8 P. M., July 12, 26; August 9, 23. 

COLONIAL PARK : 
Wednesdays, 8 P. M., July 19; August 2, 16, 30. 

DISTRICT No. 3 :  
LOUIS SCHMIDT AND THE UP-TOWN MUNICIPAL BAND: 

MOUNT MORRIS PARK: 
Thursdays, 8 P. M., July 13, 20, 27; August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31. 

CARL SCHURZ PARK: 

Fridays, 8 P. M., July 14, 21, 28; August 4, 11, 18, 25; September 1. 

WEST 1 2 9 ~ ~  STREET PIER: 

Saturdays, 8 P. M., July 15, 22, 29; August 5, 12, 19, 26; September 2. 
EAST 1 1 2 ~ ~  STREET PIER: 

Sundays, 8 P. M., July 16, 23, 30; August 6, 13, 20, 27; September 3. 

DISTRICT No. 4 : 
JOHN T.  F. <WARD AND THE DOWN-TOWN MUNICIPAL BAND : 

CHELSEA PARK : 
Saturdays, 8 P. M., July 15, 22, 29; August 5, 12, 19, 26; September 2. 

BARROW STREET PIER : 
Thursdays, 8 P. M., July 20; August 3, 17, 24, 31. 

HUDSON PARK: 

Sundays, 4 P. M., July 9, 16, 30; August 20. 
EAST 2 4 ~ ~  STREET PIER: 

Fridays, 8 P. M., July 14, 21, 28; August 4, 11, 18, 25; September 1. 
WEST SOTH STREET RECREATION PIER: 

Sundays, 8 P. M., July 16, 23, 30; August 6, 13, 20, 27 

STATEN ISLAND. 

FRANZ KALTENBORN AND HIS ORCHESTRA: 
CURTIS FIELD : 

Tuesday evening, 8 P. M., July 4. 
Saturday evenings, 8 P. M., July 15, 29; August 19; September 2. 

BAND COXCERTS, FRANK L. HADKINS AND HIS BAND: 
TOTTENVILLE : 

Thursday evenings, 8 P. M., July 13, 27; August 10. 

PORT RICHMOND : 
Saturday evenings, 8 P. M., July 15, 29; August 26. 

RAND CONCERTS, ALVIN JAEGER AND HIS BAND: 
STAPLETON : 

Wednesday evenings, 8 P. M., July 12, 26; August 9. 
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

Department of Parks, Manhattan and Richmond. 

Statement of the Condition as  at  the Close of Business December 31, 1916, of All Appro- 
priation Accounts for the. Current Year. 

Ket Unen- 
Funds cumbered 

Available Expenditures Liabilities Balances Code 
No. 

1916 

Title of Account 

(C f D-E) (H-M) 

Accounts Other Than Personal 
Service. 

Park Board, Contingencies. . . . . . . . . .  
Forage and Veterinary Supplies- 

Care of Parks and Boulevards. . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Care of Menagerie.. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fuel Supplies. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Office Supplies. 

. . . . . . . . .  Medical and Surgical Supplies.. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Motor Vehicle Supplies.. 

Laundry, Cleaning and Disinfecting Sup- 
plies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Educational and Recreational Supplies. .. 
Botanical and Agricultural Su~olies- 

(a) Care of Parks and ~nnlG;ards 
(bj Restoration of centra l ,  &rning- 

side and Carl Schurz Parks..  .... 
(c) Care of Children's School Farms.. . 

General Plant Supplies- 
(a) Administrat;-- 
(b) Care of Pa  

(a) General.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
(b) Operation of Playgrounds.. . . . . . . .  
(c) Care of Children's School Farms.. . 

1145 Highway Materials.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1146 Building Materials.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1147 Motor Vehicle htaterials. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1148 General Plant Materials- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (a) General 
(h) Restoration of Central, Morning- 

side and Carl Schurz Parks.. . . . .  
General Repairs- 

(a) Buildings.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (b) Walks..  

(c) Restoration of Central Park..  . . . . .  
(d) Miscellaneous. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Shoeing and Boarding Horses, including 
Veterinary Service. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Carfare- 
(a) Administration. ................. 
(b) Operation of Playgrounds.. . . . . . . .  
(c) Children's School Farms. . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Communication. 
General Plant Service- 

1154 General. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . .  1155 Operation of Playgrounds.. 

Public Recreation- 
1156 Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1157 Motor Vehicle Repairs. 
Total Contract.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1158 Contingencies- 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (a) General.. 

(b) Children's School Farms. . . . . . . . . .  
1172 Jumel Mansion-Supplies. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1173 Jumel Mansion-Contract or Open Order 

Service. .......................... 
1180 Grant's Tomb-Contract or Open Order 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Service. 
1186 New York Public Library Building-Con- 

tract or Open Order Service-- 
(a) General Maintenance.. ........... 



Ket Cnen- 
Funds cumbered 

Available Expenditures Liabilities Balances 

(C + D-E) (H-hf) 

Code Title of Account 
No. 

1916 

Accounts Other Than Personal 
Service 

1195 New York Aouarium-Salaries and Ex- 
. . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . ....... penses. ., 47,000.00 40,266.50 6,733.50 

American Musefim of Natural History- 
. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1205 Salaries and Expenses.. 197,342.00 188,619.13 8,722.87 
......... 1206 Special Repairs.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15,657.00 13.677.82 1.979.18 

Personal Service. 
Salaries. Regular Employees- 

Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Engineering and Architectural- 

Care of Parks and Boulevards.. ....... 
Care of Bath Houses and Comfort 

Stations.. ........................ 
Salary, Temporary Employees- 

Administration-General. ............ 
Wages, Temporary Employees- 

Care of Parks and Boulevards.. ....... 
Care of Trees in City Streets.. ........ 
Restoration of Central, Morningside 

and Carl Schurz Parks.. ........... 
Operation of Playgrounds, Piers, Gym- 

nasia and Children's School Farms. . 
Care of Bath Houses, Gymnasia, Com- 

fort S t a t~ons  and Piers. .  ........... 
Hire of Horses and Vehicles with Drivers. 
Jumel Mansion-Wages Regular Em- 

ployees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - 
$660,998.49 $646,554.98 ........ $14,443.51 

Accounts Other Than Personal 
Service. 

Forage and Veterinary Supplies- 
Care of Parks and Boulevards.. ..... 
Care of Menagerie.. ............... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fuel S u ~ ~ l i e s .  
Office Sbu~lies- 

.A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (a) Administration. 
(b) Care of Children's School Farms.. . 

Medical and Surgical Supplies.. ......... 
............... Motor Vehicle Supplies.. 

Laundry, Cleaning and Disinfecting Sun- 
plies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Educational and Recreational Supplies. 
Botanical and Agricultural Supplies- 

(a) Care of Parks and Boulevards. . .  
(b) Care of Children's School Farms. 

General Plant Supplies- 
(a) Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
(b) Care of Parks and Boulevards. . .  
(c) Care of Children's School Farms. 

Office Equipment.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Motorless Vehicles and Equipment- 

(a) Administration.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
(b) Care of Parks and Boulevards. . .  

Motor Vehicles and Equipment. . . . . . .  
Educational and Recreational Equipme 
General Plant Eoui~ment-  . * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (a) General.. 

(b) Operations of Playgrounds. . . . . . . .  
(c) Care of Children's School Farms..  . 

Highway Materials. ................... 
Building Materials.. ................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Motor Vehicle Materials. 
General Plant Materials.. .............. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  General Repairs.. 
Shoeing and Boarding Horses, including 

Veterinary Service.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Carfare- 

(a) Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
(h) Operation of Playgrounds. . . . . . . . .  
(c) Children's School Farms..  . . . . . . . .  



Code 
No. 

1916 
Title of Account 

Net  Unen- 
Funds cumbered 

Available Expended Liabilities Balances 

Accounts Other Than Personal 
Service 

Communication. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
General Plant Service- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  General. 
Operation of Playgrounds. . . . . . . . . . . .  
Music.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Motor Vehicle Repairs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Continaencies- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (a) General 
(b) Children's School*Farms. . . . . . . . . .  

Jumel Mansion-Supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Jumel Mansion-Contract or Open Order 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Service. 
Grant's Tomb-Contract or O ~ e n  Order 

Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
New York Public Library Building-Con- 

tract or Open Order Service.. . . . . . . .  
New York Aquarium-Salaries and Ew- 

Personal Service. 
Salaries Regular Employees- 

Administration- 
. . . . . . . .  1110 General. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $53,220.00 $52,345.36 $874.64 

Engineering- 
1 l l l T C  Tax Levy and Corporate Stock 

. . . . . . . .  Force.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10.837.50 10.835.04 2.46 
Architectural- 

. . . . .  . . . . . . . .  1113 Care of Parks and Boulevards.. 13.200.00 18.190.00 1,010.00 
1116 Care of Bath Houses and Comfort 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  Stations.. 39.900.00 38,682.50 1,217.50 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  1117 CareofMenagerie 14,855.00 14,495.16 359.84 

. . . . . . . .  1118 Care of Children's School Farms. . . .  4,900.00 4,846.66 53.34 
Wages Regular Employees- 

. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  1121 CareofParksandBoulevards  213,107.65 199,248.88 13.858.77 
. . . . . . . .  1122 Care of Trees in City Streets.. . . . . . . . .  2,328.25 1,433.90 914.35 

1123 Care of Bath Houses and Comfort 
. . . . . . . .  Stations.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,372 .SO 2.372.06 .44 

Wage9Temporary Employees- 
. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  1124 Care of Parks and Boulevards.. 368,705 .OO 364.444.28 4,260.72 

. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  1125 Care of Trees in City Streets.. 10.255.00 10,054.12 200.88 
.. . . . . . . . .  1126 Operation of Playgrounds and Piers.. 73,707 .OO 72,498.05 1.208.95 

1127 Care of Bath Houses and Comfort 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  Stations and Piers. 48.155.60 44,733.57 3,422.03 

. . . . .  . . . . . . . .  1128 Care of Children's School Farms. 11,425.00 9,814.43 1,610.57 
. . . . . . . .  1150 Hired Teams and Carts.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,500.00 3.489.46 10.54 

11 71 Jumel Mansion-Wages Regular Em- 
. . . . . . . .  ployees.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,825.00 1,820.00 5.00 
. . . . . . . .  1431 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,676.25 2,251.38 424.87 

1432 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  45.50 43.75 . . . . . .  1 . 7.5 



T H E  C I T Y  O F  

DEPARTMENT O F  PARICS-BOROUGHS 

DETAILED STATEMENT OF EXPENSES FOR 

(A) On Basis of Cost by 
.. .. -PAP ............ 

DIRECT PARK EXPENSES 
I 7 

Care Care ... 
Super- of of 
vis~on Roads, Trees. 

General and Paths Shrubs. 
Lxpenses General and Flowers 

Expenses Drive- and 
nays Lawns 

General Administration ...................... 
Automobile Service ..................... 
Park Board ............................ 

Parks  and Playgrounds (Manhattan). 
Tiattery Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

........................... Bryant Park 
Central Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

.......................... Chelsea Park 
City Hall Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Colonial Park .......................... 

........................ Columhus Park .................... Corlear's Hook Park 
................... DeWitt Clinton Park .................... Hamilton Fish Park .................. Five Point Playground ................... Fort Washington Park ..................... Harlem Lane Park 

Highbridge Park ....................... . Hudson Park .......................... 
Isham Park ............................ ......................... John Jay Park 
Thomas Jefferson Park .................. 

........................ Madison Square 
...................... Manhattan Square 

Morningside Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Roger Morris Park ..................... 

...................... Mount Morris Park 
................. Queenshoro Playground 

Riverside Park .......................... 
...................... St . Gabriel's Park 

St  . Nicholas Park ...................... 
Carl Schurz Park ....................... . ................. William 1.1 Seward Park 
Stuyvesant Park ........................ 
Tompkins Square ....................... ........................... Union Square 

...................... Washington Square 
. ............... West . 59th St Playground 

Yorkvllle Playground . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Small Parks Squares and Triangles ...... 
East of ~ive ' rs ide  Drive, near 190th St . . . .  
17th and 18th Sts., Ave . C and East River . 
Abingdon Square ....................... 
Bennett Field ........................... 
Undistributed Parks .................... 
Dvckman Park ........................... 
Watergate Playground ................... 
Carrnansville Plavground ................ 
Clark Playground ....................... 

Parkways (Manhattan) . 
Broadway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  61.37 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cathedral Parkway 
Delancey Street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  76.28 
Eighty-sixth Street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Harlem River Drivenay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  814.14 
West 120th Street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ................................... Park Avenue 232.37 
R~verside Drive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Seventh Avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  62.66 
Seventy-second Street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
West End Avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Washington Bridge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  129.27 

130 



N E W  Y O R K .  

O F  MANHATTAN AND RICHXOKD. 

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31st, 1916 

Functions for Each P a r k  

c- -- 

DIRECT PARK EXPENSES 

Care of 
Piers 

Care ~ui ld ln 'gs  
of and 

Bath Other Music Total Increase 
Houses Structures and for 

and (not Celehra- Year 
Comfort Other- tions 

65) 
Decreases 

Stations wlse 
Classified) 

Indoor 
Care Gymnasium, Care of 
of Play- General 

Beaches, grounds, Park 
Lakes Athletic Improve- 

and Fields and ments 
Shore Ch. Sch. and 
Lines Farms Prop's 

and Piers 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . .  3,239.61 

7,569.52 . . . . . . . .  
3,299.53 ........ 
6 XU?. 94 . . . . . . . .  



T H E  C I T Y  O F  

DEPARTMENT O F  PARKS-BOROUGHS 

DETAILED STATEMENT OF EXPENSES FOE 

(A) On Basis of Cost by 
I 

DIRECT PARK EXPENSES 
7 3 

Care Care 
Super- of of 
V I S I O ~   odds, Trees, 

General and Paths Shrubs. 
Expenses General and Flowers 

Expenses Drive- and 
ways Lawns 

Pa rks  (Richmond - 
Silver Lake ............................. , ........ 711.87 108.75 47.50 
Washington Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  269.44 1,003.13 260.81 
B).oadway, Bennett Street Heberton Ave- 

nue and Vreeland ~ ( r e e t ,  Port Rich- 
mond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  238.04 594.38 300.87 

Maine and Willard Avenues, ~esterletghc..  ........ 92.33 93.75 100.00 
St. Peter's Playground . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Curtis Field . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Tottenville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

City Streets- 
Care of Trees (Manhattan) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4,139.69 
Care of Trees (Richmond). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,279.79 

M.iscellaneous Expenses- 
General Park Eau i~ment .  .............. 
Jumel Nansion :..-.. .................... ............................... Menagerie 
Greenhouses and Nursery ............... ................................. Stables ......... ............. Shops (Overhead) , 

...................... 86th Street Garage 
................... 86th Street Storeroom ............... 79th Street Storage Yard. ............... 97th Street Storage Yard. ................ 66th Street Storage Yard 

Isham Greenhouses ...................... 
........... Swedish School Gardens, C. P. 

Manufactures by Department-Completed.. 
Manufactures by Department-Uncompleted .... Sample Settees, made by Uepartment.. ....... Survey for Carousel Central Park. .  
Sample Brushes for 'centrai Purchase Com- .............................. mittee 
Repairs, Aquarium Building, Battery Park. 
Inventory of Equipment ................. 
Delivering Railings, Brooklyn Parks.. ..... 
Repairs to Motor Cycle .................. 
Operation of Saw Mill .................. 
Observatory Central Park ............... 
Trees, city 'college .................. : ... 
Alteration, Photographer's Room, Municipal ............................ Building 
Repairs, LiFrary Building, 42d Street. ..... 

............................ Manure Plt 
Small Buildings, excluding Central Park. . 

Recreation Piers- 
Albany Street .......................... 
Barrow Street .......................... .......................... Market Street .......................... East 3d Street 
East 24th Street ........................ 
East 112th Street ....................... 
West 50th Street ....................... ...................... West 129th Street 
Undisturbed Piers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Paints for  Central Testing Laboratory. .... 
Repairs to fence broken by Department, 

Staten Island ....................... 
Willxamsburg Brldge Playground. ......... 
Cherry and Market Street Playground. ... 
East: 12th Street Plaveround. ............ . - 
Grace Playground ....................... ................. 

Square Playground .............. 
yan Playground ....................... 

West 18th Street Playground. ............ 



N E W  Y O R K .  

OF MANHATTAN AND RICHMOND. 

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER Slst, 1916 

Functions for Each Park 
-- 
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Care of Care 
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5) 
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Prop's Stations 

(not 
OtlJer- 
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T H E  C I T Y  O F  

DEPARTA4ENT O F  PARKS-BOROUGHS 

DETAILED STATEMENT OF EXPENSES FOB 

(A) On Basis of Cost by 
-- - - - - - - 

DIRECT PARK EXPENSES 
rp.---- h i  \ 

Super- 
vlslon 

General and 
Expenses General 

Expenses 

Care Care 
0#f of 

Roads, Trees, 
Paths Shrubs, 

and Flowers 
Drive- and 
ways Lawns 

Recreation Piers- 
West 67th Street Playground.. ........... 
East 67th Street Playground ............. 
Astor Field ............................. 
Fifth Avenue-136th-138th Streets Plav- 

ground ............................. 
East 19th Street Playground ............ 
44th Street and 11th Avenue Playground.. 

Indoor Gymnasiwns- ......................... Carmine Street 
Cherry and Oliver Streets ................ ........................ East 54th Street 
West 28th Street ....................... 
Rutgers Place .......................... 

Miscellaneous- 
Dyckman Ilouse ......................... 
Tuly 4th. Celebrations ................... 
Police Department ...................... 
.4ttending Telephone, Shops .............. 
Boilers, 79th Street, North River.. ........ 
Glazing Buildings Opposite Playgrounds. ... 
Storage of Equipment ................... ........................... Military Duty 
Sheds for Model Riverside Pa rk . .  ........ 
Soap for  Central Purchasing Bureau..  ..... 
Watching, Museum of Ar t . .  .............. 
Hauling Materials from E. 24th Street. ... 
Construction Work. Riverside Park..  ...... 
Watching Model Riverside Park .  ......... 
Delivering ~ o a d '  Rollers, Parks, Bronx. ... 
Manhattan College Grounds ............. 
City College Music Stands ............. 
Removal of 'Buildings, 79th Street, North 

River ............................... 
Removal of Buildings, 76th Street to 86th 

Street. Riverside .................... 
Planting Trees, P. S. No. 41 ............. ................ Westfield School Gardens 
Erection of Music Stands, 86th Street and 

Second Avenue ..................... 
Erection of Music Stands. P .  S. No. 63.. . 
Hydrant Keys for Fire Department ........ 
Frames for  Department Exhibition. ....... 
Hauling Music Stands, 45th Street Public 

School .............................. 
Delivering Plants for Exhibition ......... 
Removal of Cases to Museum.. ........... 
Removal of Books, Arsenal to  Municipal ............................ Building 
Removal of House, Stapleton to Westerleigh 

Park ................................ 
Flower Exhibition, Grand Central Palace.. 
Storing Materials, Garage Loft .......... 
Paint Mixture for Sample ............... 
Hauling Music Stands, East 4th Street.. .. ............. Lead for Testing Laboratory 
Sponges for Central Purchasing Committee. 
Samples for Central Purchasing Committee. 
Chelsea School Farm .................... 
Model for Christmas Festival ............ 
Christmas Festival, Amsterdam Opera House 



S E W  Y O K I C .  

O F  MANIZATTAS AND RICHMOND. 

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31st. 1916 

Functions for Each P a r k  
- 

DIRECT PARK EXPENSES 
- -  -- 

Care 
of 

.Beaches, 
Lakes 

and 
Shore 
Lines 

grounds, 
Athletic 

Fields and 
Ch. Sch. 
Farnls 

and Pters 

Care of 
General 

Park 
Improve- 

ments 
and 

Prop's 

Care 
of 

Bath 
Houses 

and 
Comfort 
Stations 

Care of 
Piers, 

Buildings 
and 

Other 
Structures 

(not 
Other- 
wise 

Classified) 

Music 
and 

Celebra- 
tlolls 

Total 
for 

Year 

Increase 

("6, 
Decreases 

........ 1801.45 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ........ 106.62 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ........ 75.65 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ........ 1.50  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ........ 1.37 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
.91 ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
.88 ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .10 ........ ........ 4.50 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ........ 124.07 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  72.00 7 2 . 0  -- -- .- 

$1,067.13$119,049.62 $34,945.47 $96,020.39 $43,171.95 $25,073.64 $918,840.88D$167,875.97 

Less 3Ianufactures by Dept. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $2,060.53 

Grand Total .................................................... $916,780.35 
- 
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City of New York 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, BOROUGHS OF MANHATTAN AND RICHMOND. 

Statement of the Condition of Corporate Stock, Assessment Bond, Special Revenue Bond and Special Accounts as at 
December 31, 1916. 

Total Total Net 
Adjusted Encumbrances TJnen- 

Code Title of Fund or Account Credits Expenditures i. e. Net cumbered 
No. Reserve Balances 

(C f D) Liabilities ( G L )  - 
CDP3B American Museum of Natural History-Construction of Foun- 

dation for Southeast Wing-Court Building and Architects' 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  Fees for Entire Work.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $17,683.67 $17,683.67 

. . . . . . . . . . .  CDP3E American Museum of Natural History-Equipment 111,508.77 $14,625.23 17,707.49 $79,476.05 
CDP7 Improvement and Construction of Cathedral Parkway. . . . . . . .  7,055.31 6,658.23 397.08 . . . . . . . . . .  

. . .  CDP14E Construction of a Comfort Station in Madison Square Park. 25,000 .OO 884.91 . . . . . . . . . .  24,115 09 
CDPl7 Chelsea Park-Sub-title No. 1, Surveys, Plans, etc..  . . . . . . . . . .  5,500 .OO 361.92 4,470 .OO 668.08 

r CDP17B Erection and Equipment of New Comfort Station in Cooper 
8 Square. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25,000 .OO 24,906.70 . . . . . . . . . .  93.30 

CDP17D Repaving West Drive in Central Park and Portions of Middle 
and East Drives. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  100,000.00 96,980.61 3,018.83 .56 

CDP17E Repaving Riverside Drive.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  200,000.00 186,146.17 9,328.49 4,525.34 
. . . . . . . . .  CDP17G Improvement of Plaza, 59th Street and 5th Avenue 85,000.00 43,974.37 2,640.55 38,385.08 

CDPl7H Improvement of Northerly Addition to St. Nicholas Park. . . . . .  100,000.00 . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  100,000 .OO 
CDP17J Improvement of St. Nicholas Park, 136th Street to 138th Street 25,000.00 2,246.42 3,739 .OO 10,014.58 
CDP17L Improvement of Isham Drive.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30,000.00 28,757.21 959.58 283.21 
CDP17M Pipe Sewer from 10lst Street and Central Park West to  Lenox 

Avenue and Cathedral Parkway. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23,000.00 36.56 . . . . . . . . . .  22,963.44 
CDPl7O Dredging Opposite Riverside Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,200 .OO 832.98 . . . . . . . . . .  4,367.02 
CDP20C Erection of Music Pavilion and Comfort Station a t  Mt. St. 

. . . . . . . .  Vincent in Central Park, Including Architects' Fees. 2,500.00 108.50 .......... 2,391.60 
CDP2OD Erection of the Carl Schurz Memorial a t  116th Street and 

Morningside Park. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25,000 00 22,793 .OO . . . . . . . . . . .  2,207 .OO 
CDP22 Improvement and Construction of Parks, Parkways, Play- 

grounds, Boulevards and Driveways. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,875.92 3,870.90 . . . . . . . . . .  5.02 
CDP23 Improvement and Construction of Parks, Parkways, Play- 

grounds, Boulevards and Driveways, Concreting Bottom and 
Sides, Central Park Lakes, and Filling in Where Depth is 
Too Great . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  



. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Construction of Colonial Park. 
Construction of New Concrete and Asphalt Gutters on the 

Driveways and Bridge Roads of Central Park and Riverside 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Drive-Improvements, etc. 

Construction of the Northerly Portion of John Jay Park Lying 
North of East 77th Street and the Further Improvement of 
the Southerly Section of Said Park Lying Below East 77th 
Street-Parkways, Playgrounds, Boulevards and Driveways. 

Extension of High Pressure Water Supply and Irrigation System 
in Central Park-Parkways, Playgrounds, Boulevards and 
Driveways . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Improvement of Central Park-Alteration of Comfort Station 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Near Ball Ground.. 

Improvement of Central Park-Pavement of Drives with 
BituminousPavement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Improvement of Central Park Bridle Path from 79th Street and 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5th Avenue to Upper Reservoir.. 

Improvement of Plots on Broadway from 110th to 122d Street. 
Improvement of Streets on Westerly Side of John Jay Park, 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  between 76th and 78th Streets.. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Improvement of Morningside Park. 

Improvement of Playgrounds Throughout the City.. . . . . . . . . . .  
Metropolitan Mzseum of Art-Completion and Equipment of 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Extension " H 
Metropolitan hluseum of Art-Construction of an Extension 

Including Construction and Equipment of a Carpenter Shop 
and the Construction of a Service Roadway. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Metropolitan Museum of Aft-Constructing and Completing 
Extensions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Metro~olitan' Museum of Art-Construction of Additions "J " 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  and-'' K".  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Metropolitan Museum of Art-Boiler Plant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Construction and Repaving of Drives, etc., Under Contract. . . .  
De Witt Clinton Park-Alterations and Improvements to 

Pergola Building . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Reconstruction of Bulkheads, Easterly Wall of Speedway, 

between 155th Street and Dyckman Street.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  : . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Construction of Bulkhead, Corle-lrs Hook. 

Construction of Public Driveway. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
7th Avenue Parkway-General Improvement from Central 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ParktotheHarlemRiver  



City of New York. 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, BOROUGHS OF MANHATTAN AND RICHMOND. 

Statemert of the Condition of Corporate Stock, Assessment Bond, Special Revenue Bond and Special Accounts as at 
December 31, 1916-Continued. 

Code 
No. 

Title of Fund or Account 

Total Total Net 
Adjusted Encumbrances Unen- 
Credits Expenditures i. e. Net cumbered 

Reserve Balances 
(C + D) Liabilities (G-L) 

CDP92 New Aquarium Building in Rattery Park-Construction of 
Foundation and Walls of Uiings.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  

CDP94 Repaving Riverside Drive, from 113th Street to Viaduct.. . . . . .  142,000 .OO 131,424.39 7,380.49 3,195.12 
CDP95 Reconstruction Tool House, Bryant Park. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,200 .OO . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  1,200.00 
CDP95A Improving Space under Manhattan Bridge for Playground.. . . .  3,800.00 . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  3,800.00 
CLP8 New York Public Library Fund. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9,536,032.64 9,529,084.37 6,928.30 19.97 
CLP8A New York Public Library-Installation of Electric Generating 

. . . . . . . . . .  CO Plant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  80,273.09 80,070.20 202.89 
-- - ---- 

$14,326,903.15 $13,693,540.18 $113,861.39 $519,501.58 

Revenue Bond Funds for: 

RDP16 Repairs to Monuments and Public Buildings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
RDP16C Repairs to McGowns Pass Tavern, Casino and Arsenal Res- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  taurant 
RDP16D Remodeling Belvedere Building.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
RDP16E R e ~ a i r s  to Drives.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
RDP16F Increase for Housesmiths. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
RDP16G Fuel Supplies.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
RDP16H Forage and Veterinary Supplies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
RDP16K Gasolene and Oils for Motor Apparatus.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
RDP16J Full Time for Mechanics and Laborers.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
RDP16L General Plant Supplies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



Receipts and Revenues. 1916 . 
Fees for Privileges for Sale of Refreshments. etc ............ $45.276.18 
Fees for Privileges of Moving Pictures ..................... 673.00 
Sale o f  Animals. Wool. etc ................................. 3.783.41 
lnterest on Bank Deposits .................................. 162.90 
Projection Permits ........................................ 842.50 
Sales Condemned Property. etc ............................. 1.079.00 
Damage to Department Property ............................ 99.32 
Restoring and Repaving Fund .............................. 930.00 
Tree Planting Deposit Fund ................................ 1.550.00 

$54,396.31 
Remitted to Chamberlaill .................................. 54.396.31 

Deposits . 
On Account of License Tags- 

On hand. January 1. 1916 ................... $302.00 
Receipts .................................. 1.00 

$303.00 
Payments ........................................... 6.00 

On hand. December 31. 1916 ........................................ $297.00 
On Account of Employees' Badges- 

On hand. January 1. 1916 .................... $400.70 
Rece~pts. 1916 .............................. 132.50 

-- $533.20 
Payments. 1916 ........................................ 95.35 

On hand,' December 31. 1916 ........................................ 437.85 
Deposits on hand. December 31. 1916 ........................ $734.85 

Appropriations. 1914 . 
Unexpended Balance January 1. 1916 ........................ $474.28 

Expended. 1916 ................................................ $145.36 
Reverted to General Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  328.92 

$474.28 
Appropriations. 1915 . 

Uriexpended Balance. August 1. 1916 ....................... $76. 166 20 
Expended. 1916 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $43.111.42 
Reverted to General Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32. 702 48 
Unexpended Balance. December 31. 1916 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  166.20 

$76,166.20 $76,166.20 
Appropriations. 1916 . 

Budget Allowance ............................ .$1.400.02 0.08 
Transfers from Board of Estimate . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.298.33 

Transfers to Department of Water Supply. 
Gas and Electricity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $2.000.00 

Total Expenditures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.349.130.69 
Unexpended Balance. December 31. 1916 . . . . . . . . . . . .  50.187.72 ---- 

$1,401,318.41 $1,401,318.41 
-- 

Corporate Stock Funds . 
Unexpended Balance. January 1. 1916 ....................... $735.029.51 
Authorized during 1916 ..................................... 130.000.00 

Expended. 1916 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $231.175.80 
Unexpended Balance. December 31. 1916 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  633.853.71 

$865,029.51 $865,029.51 
Revenue Bond Funds . 

Unexpended Balance. January 1. 1916 ...................... $11.353.94 
Authorized during year ..................................... 55.285.70 

Expended during year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $20.093.01 
Reverted to General Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  37.83 
Unexpended Balance. December 31. 1916 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  46.508.80 

$66,639.66 $66,639.64 -- 
139 



N I N E T E E N T H  
ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS 
O F  THE BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN 

COMPRISING 

FIFTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

OLD CITY (Now BOROUGH) OF BROOKLYN 

FOR THE YEAR 1916 

RAYMOND V. INGERSOLL, Commissioner 
SAMUEL S. BRADLEY, Superintendent 
WESTERVELT PRENTICE, Secretary 
JOHN J. DOWNING, Supervisor of Recreation 
CHARLES S. DORON Engineers 
EDWARD J. MULLANE 1 



PROSPECT PARK ARCH 
Flatbus11 Avenue and Utlioil Street Entrance 



Office of the 

Department of Parks, 

Borough of Brooklyn. 

Litchfield Mansion, Prospect Park. 

December 31, 1916. 

Hon. J O H N  PURROY MITCHEL,  

Mayor of the City of  Nezo York. 
Dear Sir: 

In compliance with the provisions of the Charter, I send you herewith 
a report of the work undertaken and accomplished in this Department for 
the year just closed. 

I have the honor to remain, 

Very truly yours, 

RAYMOND V. INGERSOLL, 
Commissioner. 
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,I C A R R O L L  P A R K  

*o S T U Y V E S A N T  GORE 

IZ C I T Y  P A R K  
+l SUNSET P A R K  
+Z TOMPKINS P A R k 5  

13 CONEY IJLAHD CONCOURSE +3 UNDERHILL CIORE 
I+ COOPER PARK 
15 COOPER GORE 

+t vANDERVEER PARK 

I6 C U Y L E R  G O R E  
4s W Z Z B U R G  BRIDGE PARK 
+C WWINTHROP P A R K  

i; :?~E%"a"k2CDH %?: +7 WOODPOINT - O R E  

19 F O R T  G R E E N E  PARK 
i 8  UNNAMED P A R K  'A' 

20 F O R T  H A M I L T O N  PARK 
i 9  J N N A M E D  P A R W  "B 

21 F U L T O N  P A R K  
SOUNNAMED P A R K  C 

2 2  G R A V E L  P I T S  

23 Z i  G R A V E S E N 0  H I G H L A N D  P A R K  P A R K  
ZS l R V l N G  SQUARE P A R K  
26 27 L lNCOLN L I N T O N  5 P%RK R R A C E  P A R K  

1 8  MSCARREN P A R K  
zs M C K I ~ ~ I N  PLAY~ROUND 

~ s r k w a y ~  Sh0rVn  US Ilr 30 M F K I N L E Y  P A R U  

- - - - - -- -- 



THE PARK SYSTEM. 

In  the park system of Broohl>n there are forty-six (46) parks and 
playgrouilds \~,ith a total area of 1,142.25 acres. Nearly half of this acreage 
is in Prospect Park. The parhwaps ha\ e a total le~igth of 28.46 miles. The 
aggregate valuation of park properties is approximately $75,000,000. Dur- 
ing the year there was one accessioti, namely the triangular piece of land 
adloiniilg Li~lcolil Terrace Park atld lying b e t ~ ~ ~ e e n  Buffalo .Ivetlue ant1 the 
line of the new rapicl transit road just to the east. 

While Prospect Parli ailti sollie of the s~llall parhs are not excelled 
anywhere ill the country, Brooklyn is far behiiltl most cities in park acreage 
whet1 coilipared with the total area and pop~tlatioil of the Borotlgh. 

There is great need of park and playground space in iuch crondeil 
sectiolis as Williamsbui-g. There is also need of foresight iii acquiring 
park spaces in undeveloped sections nllile values are still lo~v.  .'I special 
opportunity of this kind ~vould seem to be presented ill the fact that the 
city already owns the uiiused site of the old B r ~ ~ l i l y i i  Disciplinar;,- Train- 
ing School located at  18th Avenue and 56th Street. This land already 
coiitai~ls inany fine trees. If two strips of adjoiniilg land could be acquired, 
the city wotild have an attractive park area of nearly twelbe acres co111- 
pletely bounded by streets. This would he considerably larger than Toin11- 
lrins Park. 4 t  prese~it tlicre is no park within a mile and a half of this 
point. 

Another need, m hich however caililot be met ~vithout expe~lclitui-c of 
considerable money, is the roulldiilg out of the systein of pa rhwa~ s. Prob- 
ably few things would (lo inore for the future of Broolily~i than the pro- 
posed widenirlg and parking of tlie Kings Highvcray froin Ocean _\\-ei~ue 
to the Eastern Parkway. One of tlie notable features of parli policy in 
many western cities is the building of extensive park boulevartls. With 
the inultiplying of cheap motor vehicles the social uses of such par1.n-aq s 
have been greatly broadened. 

Motion Pictures of Department. 
Largely with the purpose of n~aking the people of Broolilp11 more 

familiar with existing outdoor recreatioil opportunities, 3,000 feet of mo- 
tion picture films were inade during the summer. This was done ~vithout 
expense to the city. These filins are now in great dellland for exhibition 
in the public schools and before orgallizatioils of various sorts. They gil-e 
a vivid representations of the picturesque scenes, interesting n.orl< func- 
tions, a11d varied recreation activities of the parli and playgrouild system. 

Development of Waste Spaces. 
Systetnatic efforts have bee11 made to bring all waste spaces of park 

lailds into a co~lditioii of active development and use. Worli of this char- 



acter has beell done in the Old Duck Pond section of Prospect Park. Along 
the Shore Drive, sections of the new land back of the sea wall have been 
graded and made ready for active recreation. The needless expense of 
paved surface ill front of the Ocean Parkway entrance to Prospect Park 
has been utilized by construction of a circular curb 200 feet in diaiiieter. 
In the spring grass and trees will be established within h i s  circle. By 
this means traffic conditions will be improved, cost of maintaining pave- 
ment lessened and the dignity and attractiveness of this important park 
entrance greatly increased. 

Main Plaza, Prospect Park. 
During the year careful studies have been made of the layout of the 

main plaza of Prospect Park. An agreement has been reached with the 
subway contractors providing for a large oval grass plot and planting space, 
together with other improvements which will serve to continue and eni- 
phasize the park effect outside the main entrance and reduce the arid waste 
of pavement which formerly existed. An arraiigeineilt has also been 
made for narrow parked spaces along the side to shut off the street car 
tracks. I t  is expected that these improvements can go forward in the 
spring. The changes, it is hoped, can be made with practically no expense 
to the city. I t  seems highly desirable, however, that an appropriation 
be secured to put a satisfactory permanent pavement in place of the present 
Belgian blocks on the reduced space still to be paved. 

Plaza of Fort  Greene Park. 
The large i~laza of Fort Greene Park, below the steps leading to the 

Martyrs' Monument, has long been unattractive and of little value. Plans 
were made for improving this area between Myrtle Avenue and St. Edwards 
Street, but it did not seem feasible to secure an appropriation for carrying 
then1 out. As the basis of the plan involved filling and grading aiid the 
building of walls and steps, it was thought possible that some contractor 
might be willing to build the wall and steps, at a cost of several thousaild 
dollars, in view of the opportunity to dispose of the dirt fill in carrying out 
the grading. Plans and specifications were presented to the various sub- 
way and other contractors, and an offer to do this extensive work without 
charge to the city was finally secured. An iron picket fence, wliich had to 
be removed from the Flatbush Avenue side to Prospect Park to make way 
for the new bridle path, is being used to enclose two triangular plots, one 
to be used as a playground, the other for children's gardens. A small 
frame building was obtained as a gift from the Board of Water Supply 
and an individual gift was secured for altering this building illto an attrac- 
tive children's house. This whole development has therefore taken place 
at a illinimum of cost. Flilien the walks are relaid this spring, the fences 
completed, trees and shrubs planted to partly screen out the elevated road 
and the children's gardens planted, this wasted space will become one of the 
most useful and attractive in the entire park system of Brooklyn. 
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Back Yard Gardens. 
Near the Old Dutch House at Highland Park, on Jamaica Avenue, 

new children's gardens have been established. An interesting outgrowth 
of the children's gardens has been the planting in various parks of model 
back yard gardens. These have been located'at McCarren Park, at Betsy 
Head Playground, in Highland Park and near the Lincoln Road entrance 
of Prospect Park. These gardens occupy plots corresponding to typical 
Brooklyn back yards. Free information and instruction are given at the 
gardens to all who apply. Printed instructions and planting charts are 
distributed. Several hudred actual gardens have already been planted in 
the back yards of Brooklyn in response to this encouragement. 

Marking Historic Points. 
While a part of the important Battle of Long Island took place within 

the present boundaries of Prospect Park, almost no effort had ever been 
made to locate and mark the important points. Old charts and other his- 
torical data were studied last spring, and ten simple but appropriate mark- 
ers were set up. A meeting attended by some 15,000 persons was held in 
Prospect Park in August on the anniversary day of the battle, upon which 
day the new markers were put in place. 

At  each entrance to Prospect Park attractive maps of the park have 
been posted, indicating the location of these historic points, as well as 
many other points of interest. The shape and landscaping of the park are 
such that these maps seem to respond to a real need. 

The Department co-operated very actively with the Daughters of the 
Revolution in having a large boulder and bronze plate marker set up a t  the 
lower end of the Shore Road to commemorate the first resistance to 
British troops in 1776. 

New Bridle Path. 
A new bridle path entrance to Prospect Park has been built to overcome 

the dangerous mixture of horseback riders and automobiles at the main 
entrance. This path fits in harmoniously with the development of the 
Old Duck Pond section, which was the park's one remaining ugly feature. 
This section will soon become most picturesque and valuable. The busi- 
ness yard adjoining it is being surrounded by mounds. These will be finished 
and graded within a few months. 

Bringing the bridle path along Flatbush Avenue from the Plaza to the 
new entrance utilizes a space hitherto of relatively little value. It adds an 
interesting feature to Flatbush Avenue. While the total length of bridle 
path has been considerably extended, the new plan has rendered unneces- 
sary a path formerly running from the East Drive up to the menagerie. 
This path has been widened and paved, thus providing for the first time 
an automobile road to the menagerie. Practically all of the work was done 
by departmental labor. 
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The new bridle path was opened in November, upon completion of the 
arch tunnel under the East Drive. At  the opening, more than two hundred 
men and women on horseback rode in procession over the path. 

Street Tree Planting. 

The policy of planting street trees for property owners at cost has 
continued to be popular. These trees are planted for $8 each, including 
all incidental expenses, and are insured for tlzree years after planting. 
More than 1,500 trees have been set out in 1916 under this plan without 
recourse to tax money, and the rapid disappearance of street trees in Brook- 
lyn has been checked. The most notable planting was done on Bedford 
Avenue froin the Williamsburg Bridge to Eastern Parkway, a distance of 
abotlt two and one-half miles. The six hundred trees planted on this 
avenue were paid for by Mr. Frederic E. Pratt. The trees are Oriental 
Planes. They have all thrived and have shown marked growth during the 
year. 

Just at  the close of the year l l r s .  William Hamlin Childs arranged to 
pay for the planting of 800 trees next spring on Fourth Avenue. Both 
sides of the tlioroughfare will be planted from Atlantic Avenue to Bay 
Ridge Parkway. 

Placards have been prepared urging property owners to plant trees. 
They are illustrated by photographs and will be placed in real estate offices, 
stores and other places of business. 

Business Economies. 

Rearrangement of the main shops and stables has been completed, sheds 
have been put up for sheltering all equipment and rolling stock. Motoriza- 
tion of the Department has been extended, with great savings in cartage. 
The making of fertilizing compost out of park leaves, started it1 1915, has 
been still more developed. There has been further reorganizii~g of the forces 
under the superintendent. The Departme:lt has co-operated with the budget 
representatives of the Board of Estimate. I n  spite of the operation of 
several new properties and the addition of many new functions. the approp- 
riation for operating the Department for 1917 shows a reduction of 23 per 
cent. (more t l~an  $200,000) as compared with the year 1913, the last year of 
the preceding administration. The budget of only one department in the 
entire city has shown a greater proportional reduction during the same 
period. 

The econon~ies effected in the face of increased activities have beet1 
made possible by the hearty co-operation of the entire force of employees, 
and especially by the thorough reorganization carried out under the excep- 
tionally able direction of the Superintendent, Mr. Samuel S. Bradley. 



RECREATION ACTIVITIES. 

17711ile very fessr changes were made in the inethod of administratioll and 
organization, the recreatic~n activities of the Departineilt have been carried 
out on a larger scale and with iinproved restllts. This has been brought 
about partly by i~lstructions given to the employees of the Department at 
coilfereiices lielcl in the ear!y part of the year, at which they were given a 
better conception of xvl~at was expected of them and a better understanding 
of methods. 

Early in the year a program of actisitics xvas arranged for each seas011 
and, except for a few interruptions during the Infailtile Paralysis Epidemic, 
this program svas folloxved. The Playleaders, lino\vitlg the scl1edule of 
regular ~srorli and o i  all special events in advance, were able to prepare 
their daily programs accordingly. 

Organization. 

The perinailent force of rccreatioil workers consists of 1 Supervisor 
of Recreation and 18 Playleaders, who ~vorli about 300 days each year. 
Each Playleader has one month off during the year, without pay, and three 
or four days off each inoritl~. Playleaders receive $3 per diem. This 
perinanei~t force is gradually increased in the spring, and when the summer 
moilths arrive our recreation employees consist of 1 Supervisor of Recrea- 
tion, 47 Playleaders, 3 Swimming Instructors, 2 Directors of Farm Gardens 
and 7 School Farm .Ittendants. All of these employees are appointed from 
Civil Service 1,ists. 

Hours. 

During the ~vinter months our playgrouilds are open from 10 a. m. to 
5 p. in. on weeli days, Saturdays 9 a. m. to 5 p. in., and Sui1clays 12 m. to 
5 p. in. During the summer months the hours are extended and the play- 
grounds are open froin 9 a. m. to 7 p. 111. The Field Houses at RIcCarren 
Park and Betsy Head Playground are open for athletes desiring to use thein 
for athletic work until 9 p. 111. during the spring, summer and fall. No night 
activities are conducted on the playgrounds, one reason for this being that 
they are not adequately lighted. The lighting system at McCarren Park has 
bee11 somewhat in~proved during the latter part of the year, which will 
probably inalie it possible to conduct some evening recreation next season. 

Rules. 

A set of geilcral rules for Playleaders was adopted on January 1st. 
This created a better understanding betsveen the Playleaders and the office 
regarding hours, uniforms, badges, daily reports, accident reports, requisi- 
tioils for supplies, inspection of apparatus, repairs, discipline, and treatment 
of people using our facilities. 



Schedule. 
Each Playleader was required to subniit to the Department for approval 

a schedule showing the daily, ~veehly and monthly work which he or  she 
intended to carry out. These programs were left largely to the discretion of 
the Playleaders and arranged accordir~g to local conditions. I t  was not 
attempted, however, to adhere rigidly to any set program, as conditions on 
the playgrounds are so variable. I t  is necessary to permit considerable 
flexibility. 

Supplies. 

After study of our Supply Inventory, it was discovered that most of 
our playgrounds were in need of a number of s~pplies  that could be used 
for many purposes and which do not need renewing frequently. In  order 
to have them equipped properly, Indian Clubs, Dumb Bells, Medicine Balls, 
Rope Quoits, Small Flags and Bagatelle Balls were purchased in sufficient 
quantities to have each playground fairly equipped. In addition to the above, 
the following new supplies were made in the department shops : Iron Quoit- 
stands, Iron Stakes for Sprint Lanes, Wooden Blocks, Jumping Ropes, 
Faba Gaba Boards and Bagatelle Boards. 

Coasting. 
The Coasting Hill at  Prospect Park was continued again this year and 

met with the usual popularity. Thirty-one days of coasting were had 
throughout the pear, with an average attendance of about 1,500 per day. 

Ice Skating and Carnival. 
During the winter months of 1916 weather conditions were not at all 

favorable for skating on Prospect Lake. Full advantage was taken, how- 
ever, of every opportunity afforded. Several evening festivals were held, 
the lake being illuminated by nearly one thousand Chinese lanterns. The 
construction of a portable check house, built in sectional units, added greatly 
to the convenience of skaters. and at the same time proved to be much 
cheaper than the old method of erecting a skate house each fall and taking 
it down in the spring. The opening up of the large Boat House and of the 
Rustic Boat House for skaters also proved to be popular features and helped 
greatly in handling the crowds. 

Whereas Prospect Park Lake was open to skaters for only five days, the 
ten small neighborhood skating places were open for an average of thirty-one 
days. 

Musical Concerts. 
Efforts to improve the quality of music in our parks have been continued 

through the careful selection of leaders and by prescribing instrumentation 
and having all programs submitted in advance for our approval. Very 
noticeable improvements have been made in the quality of our concerts. 
Seventy-six concerts were given with an appropriation of $9,980; approxi- 



n~ateiy 232,200 people attended thew co~icei-ts, wllich shows that the per 
capita cost per person was .0137. The following concerts were given durihg 
the year: 
--- -- 

~ u r n b k r  of Total Average 
Park. Concerts. Attendance. Attendance. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Prospect Park 26 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Metropolitan Pier 9 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Winthrop Park 9 
Sunset Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 
Tompkins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 
Saratoga . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 
Irving Square . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cooper 2 
Bensonhurst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 
Carroll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 
Lincoln Terrace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 
Bushwick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 

Special Celebrations. 
Betsy Head, September 4 . .  . . . . .  . . 10,000 10,000 
Prospect, May 20.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 4,UoO 4,000 
Prospect, June 17.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 3,000 3,000 - -- -- 

76 232,200 Len. Average, 3.052 
t .- 

Vocal Concerts. 

The United German Singers rendered two vocal concerts at the band- 
stand in Prospect Park which were very well attended. Co-operating with 
the Music League of America, three evening vocal concerts were held in our 
parks during July and August. The artists consisted of a soprano and a 
baritone, assisted by a pianist. The concerts were very much appreciated by 
the audiences and were held as follows : 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  July Nth, Sunset Park, attendance.. 2,200 
Aug. 22d, Tompkins Park, attendance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,500 
Aug. 29th, Winthrop Park, attendance.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,500 

Tompkins Park is especially fitted for this type of concerts, inasmuch as 
the new music grove is almost &tirely covered with foliage, which tends to 
hold the sound of the voice so that the singers can be heard distinctly at a 
longer distance from the stand than from the stands at other parks. 

Lawn Tennis. 

rZ system similar to that of last year was used for the issuing of permits 
and operation of tennis courts. The hours this year, instead of being from 
10 a. in. to 6 p. m., were extended, the courts being open from 9 a. m. to 
7 p. rn. This was especially beneficial on Saturdays, as it permitted 300 
additional games to be played. Twenty-eight clay tennis courts at Highland 
Park were very well used. At  McCarren Park two additional courts were 
laid out, which makes 18 courts in all. In  addition to this, two new courts 
each were laid out in Amersfort and Cooper Parks. 



Croquet. 
This year a better system of I-egulation ~ v a s  put in force at the Crocjuet 

I-Iouse. No charge 11ad previously been made for the use of locliers. Due 
to this fact a number of people liad left their croquet sets in the house for 
illany years. This year the sanle system of charging 50 cents per locker that 
is in force at the Tennis House was put into operation at the Croquet 
House, wit11 the result that the Croquet I-Iouse got the first cleaning out 
it had hat1 in inany years. Seventy-two croquet sets were removed froin the 
building and placed in our storehouse, after several attempts to find tlie 
o~vners had failed. 

Following is an outline of some of tlie year's special events and 
celebrations : 

February 12th. 
Lincoln's Birthday was celebrated in all the playgrounds with athletic 

games, folk dances, playground games, flag drills, patriotic songs, reading of 
special events in Lincoln's life, recitation of Lincolii's Gettysburg speech and 
other appropriate activities. All of the playgrounds were decorated with 
sinall American flags. 

Basket Ball Tournaments.-111 each playground a number of basket- 
ball teains mere organized, these played inter-club games for the chanipion- 
ship of each playground in the 95 and 115 pound classes. These champion- 
ships being dccided, an inter-park series of games were arranged, in which 
all of our playgrounds took part. This tournalllent created a great deal of 
interest through the nlonths of February, March and the early part of April. 
AlcKibbin won the championship in each class. 

February 22d. 
IVashington's Birthday was celebrated in all of our playgrounds in a 

manner similar to Lincoln's Birthday, with events appropriate for the day. 

* March 18th. 
rZ special set of athletic games were held in the McLaughlin Playground. 

A resident of the AlcLaughlin Park section donated three sets of gold, silver 
and bronze medals for prizes. 

April 29th. 
In  connection with the Three I-Iundredth Anniversary of Shakespearian 

celebrations, small playlets of Shakespeare were arranged in all of t l ~ e  
playgrounds. These out-door dramatics proved to be interesting and suc- 
cessful. 

May 5th. 
Arbor Day exercises were held in all our playgrounds and in some 

instances trees were planted by the arboriculturists of this department. At  
Betsy Head Playground eight young trees were planted, and around these 
the children from the neighboring schools held celebrations. 
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In addition to Baby Day celebrations, held in a number of our large 
parks, Baby Parades were held in all of our playgrounds, These celebra- 
tions seemed to create much enthusiasm, especially among the very small 
children and their mothers. Prizes were given by the Baby Week Com- 
mittee appointed by the Mayor. The babies were divided into several 
classes ; 487 babies were entered altogether. Blue, yellow and red ribbons 
were donated by the Committee and a number of other prizes were secured 
by our Playleaders as gifts from citizens in the various sections. Com- 
mittees of Llothers acted as officials in each playground. 

May 20th. 

011 May 20th the Evening Mail had a modified Marathon Race 
through the streets of Xew York, from the Bronx to City Hall, covering a 
distance of 12% miles. For  the first time Brooklyn Playgrou~ld boys were 
represented in this event. This department entered 46 young men, 28 of 
whom finished the entire distance. The team of fi.\.e you~lg men from Betsy 
Head Playground captured first prize in the playground race coverink the 
entire city. The Betsy Head teain received a bronze plaque as first prize 
and McKibbin and New Lots playgrounds finished with full teams of five 
men each and received silver cups. 

May 30th. 
I t  was our original intention to hold a set of Spring athletic games of 

all the playgrounds in AlcCarrell Park OII Decoration Day, but owing to 
certain difficulties these games were cancelled and in their stead small cele- 
brations were held on the boys' and girls' side in each playground, thus 
celebrating hlemorial Day in a fitting and appropriate manner. 

June 14th. 
In response to a proclamation issued by President Wilsoil requesting 

that Flag Day he celebrated with patriotic exercises, we made a special 
effort to have uilusually large exercises a t  all of our playgrounds. O u r  
Supervisor of Recreation called upon the District Superintendents of public 
schools in all sections where our playgrounds are located and suggested that, 
instead of having small celebrations in each school, they should send the 
children from all the schools in each section to one central point and have 
large celebrations ~ I I  the open, where parents as well as children could 
attend. The District Superintendents thought well of our suggestion, with 
the result that the following number of children attended Flag Day cele- 
brations in tlie several playgrounds. 

Red Hook Playground.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,000 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  illcloughlin Playgroutld.. 3,750 

McCarren Park Playground.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6,000 
Bushwick Playgrou~ld . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,000 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Betsy Head Playground.. .. 2,m 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21,750 
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This departnlent had all the flag poles in the playgrounds freshly 
painted for this occasion and erected speakers' stands. The programs con- 
sisted principally of Salute to the Flag, singing of patriotic songs, recitations 
by the children and addresses by the District Superintendents and other 
representative men. The cetcmonies were most inlpressive and should be 
repeated each year. 

June 17th. 

A Field Day and Outing for the children of all playgrounds was held 
on the Long bIeadom in I'rospect Park. The boys and girls had been pre- 
paring for this outing and looking forward to it for some time. Each 
Playleader had been instructed to hold a playground celebration on Decora- 
tion Day ancl to feature one special event. Each of these numbers was to 
have about sixty children taking part. This was all arranged with the 
understanding that the children taking part in these special numbers woultl 
be taken to Prospect Park for an outing on June l;7th, and this created no 
little enthusiasm. JTTe were anxious to malce this a big day for the play- 
ground children, and were fortunate in securing the co-operation of a num- 
ber of business concerns which contributed in all about 100 automobile 
trucks and horse-drawn wagons to bring the children from their respective 
playgrounds to Prospect Park. Most of these trucks were decorated with 
flags and bunting. About 1,000 children were brought from the playgrounds 
to this outing. The girls of each playgroulld took part in folk dances arlcl 
the boys went through athletic drills. 

After the formal activities were over, the children were given ice cream, . 
crackers, pop-corn ancl small cakes donated by some of the large business 
houses, and the children and parents joined in a merry party. 

June 20th. 

Baseball Tournament.-It had been our intention to hold an inter- 
park baseball tournament during the summer months. With this purpose in 
mind, about 150 juvenile teains were organized in our playgrounds to con- 
test for the championships in the 95 and 115 pounds classes. These games 
were fairly well advanced and preliminary games were played on June 20th. 
Soon after this the Paralysis Epidemic spread over a number of sections 
of the city, and for this reason it was thought advisable to discontinue the 
tournament and not to bring the boys from the various sections together. 

June 25th. 

Tennis Tournaments.-During the Summer months tennis tourna- 
ments were held at Highland Park, McCarren Park, Betsy Head Playground 
and Prospect Park. I t  was the first season that an attempt had been made 
to organize tennis tournaments and the results were highly gratifying. I t  
is proposed to extend these tournaments next season. A tennis tournament 
for playground girls was also held, and, while it was interrupted during the 
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Paralysis Epidemic, it was resumed and carried to conlpletion in the fall 
of the year. 

July 4th. 

Independence Day was observed throughout the Greater City by athletic 
celebrations for  the boys and by minor athletic activities, folk dancing and 
games for the girls. In  previous years only two sets of athletic games had 
been arranged for Brooklyn. These were at Bush\vick and McCarren Parks. 
This year we were very fortunate in securing through the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Mayor's Fourth of July Celebration Committee prizes with 
which to conduct athletic meets at seven of our playgrounds. The prizes 
which the Committee distributed consisted of gold-filled, silver and bronze 
medals for  the boys in each event, and gold-filled, silver and bronze pins 
for the girls. The Committee being so generous with us this year, an 
endeavor was made to secure as large an entry as possible. The following 
is a record of the competitors and spectators at each playground: 

Park. Competitors. Spectators. 
McCarren Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  500 10,OW 
Bushwick Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  420 4,000 
Betsy Head Playground.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  750 10,000 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  New Lots Playground.. 500 1,400 
Red Hook Playground. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  540 900 
McLaughlin Playground . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  400 650 
McKibbin Playground.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  580 2,000 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,690 28,950 
- 

In connection with the Fourth of July celebration each aldermanic dis- 
trict had been allowed a band for its local celebration. The assignment of 
these bands was left in the hands of the Alderman. By getting in touch with 
the Aldermen bands were secured for the athletic meets at McCarren Park, 
Bushwick Playground, Betsy I-Iead Playground and McKibbin Playground. 
This department erected a number of band stands and staked off and wired 
sections to keep back the spectators from the main athletic field. The Police 
Department furnished a number of policemen to maintain order in the 
playgrounds. Co-operating in this way, we conducted athletic meets which 
were orderly, well organized and interesting from every point of view. 

September 4th. 

On Labor Day the Brooklyn Park Playground Athletic Association 
Championships were held on our new quarter-mile running track and Betsy 
Head Playground. Fifteen events were on the program, ten of these events 
being closed to our playground boys and five events being opened to all ama- 
teur athletic union novices. In the playground boys events the entries were 
limited to six boys from each playground in each event. To select these 
boys athletic try-outs were held in each playground early in August. These 
try-outs attracted an entry of about 10,000 boys who desired to participate 
in the finals. From these try-outs were selected the first six boys in each 



event, and tliey in turn-to tlie iiun~ber of 1 , 0 0 e \ v e r e  entered for tlie filial 
championships. The games attracted about 10,000 spectators. The field 
was staked off and wired, a band stand erected and a band furnished for 
the meet. On that afteriloon the Bat11 House at  Betsy Head was closed to 
the public and 640 lockers were used to their full capacity by the athletes. 
After the athletic iileet tlie athletes were given exclusive use of the snini- 
illing pool. The athletic chai~~pionsliip was ~ ~ 0 1 1  by the boys from tlie I3usll- 
wick Playground. Enthusiastic supporters from all the playgrounds were 
anlong the spectators. The fifteen events, with close to 1,000 entries. were 
contestecl in less than three hours, wliicli speaks well for the efficient work 
of our playleaders and for the A. A. U. men who acted as officials. IVhile 
the boys were coiilpeting for the Labor Day cl~anipioiisl~ips at  the Central 
Meet, girls' festivals were held in each playground. 

September 16th. 

On this day the Brooklyn Parlc Playground Athletic Association con- 
ducted a carnival of water sports in our new svvinlming pool at  Betsy Head 
Playground. This being the first season when the pool was operated, we 
had not opened with any special exercises, wishing to have time to experi- 
ment with the system of operation rather than open tlie first (lay with too 
great a rush of business. On September 16th, however, an interesting car- 
nival of water sports was arranged and carried out. There were the fol- 
lo~viilg events. 

50 Yards and 100 Yards Dasli for Boys who attended Betsy Ilead 
Pool regularly. 

100 Yards Swim Junior Championship of the Met. Assti. A. A. U. 
100 Handicap Fancy Diving Contest for Men. 
100 EIandicap Swim for Women. 

As a special feature a \Vater Polo Game was played between the New 
Yorlc Athletic Club and tlie Westside Young Men's Christian Association, 
and as a final event the United States Volunteer Life Saving Corps ga\e  a 
life-saving exliibitioti. 

The walks surrounding the s~v in~ming  pool and the roof of the bath 
liouse building were so crowded wit11 spectators that several hundred people 
were refused admission because of lack of space. This water carnival was 
pronounced by iiiany prominent athletic officials to have been one of the 
nlost s~tccessful events of its kind recently held in this section of the country. 

In  addition to tlie foregoing, appropriate exercises were held in all 
playgrounds on Columbus Day, Election Day, Thanksgiving Day and during 
the Christmas l~olidays. 

Special Celebrations. 
During the year this department co-operated wit11 organizations holding 

outdoor festivals in our various parks. Assistance was rendered at  tlie fol- 
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lowiilg celebratioils by erecting band stands, supplying benches, roping off 
sections of park, decorating stands, planting trees, building platforms, etc. 

August 18th-Bird Exhibit at  Museum. 
April 28th-1917 Class of Girls' High School, tree planting. 
Rfay 5th-Bay Ridge High School, Arbor Day Exercises. 
May 11th-Baby Day celebrations in a number of parks. 
May 16th-Girls' 73rarlch of the Public Schools Athletic League 

Spring Festival on Long Meadow, Prospect Park. 
May 20th-Brooklyi~ Settleineilt Associatioil Shakespearian 

Pageant at the I'eninsula, Prospect Park. 
&fay 25th-Greenl~oii~t Public Schools Field Day at McCarren 

Park. 
May 28th-National Cen~etery Garrison and Naval Brailcl~es of 

the Army and Navy, Music Stand, Prospect Park. 
May 28th-Knights of Coluinbus Memorial Field Mass at the 

Xavy Yard. 
May 28th-Lii~coln's Memorial Services at Mt~sic Staid, Prospect 

Park. 
&lay 28th-Warren Meillorial Services. 
&lay 29th-Public School No. 34 Athletic Field Day at McCarreil 

Park. 
May 30th-Grai~d A r ~ n y  Celebration, Eastern Parkway. 
June 2tl-Roy Scouts' Night Ei~campment, Long Mertdow, Pros- 

pect Park. 
June 3d-Boys' Erigade, Parade Eastern Parkway. 
June 4th-Fowler Moilument and Martyrs' Aloilu~ment, Fort 

Greene Park. 
June 6th-Throop Avenue Presbyterian Cl~urch, Band Stand 

Prospect Park. 
June 10th-Anniversary Day, Prospect, Sunset, Carroll, Cailarsie, 

blccarren, Eensonhurst, Ocean Parkway, Dreamland Park, 
Bedfortl and Division avenues. 

(On account of inclement weather some o i  these celebra- 
tions were postpoiled until a later date.) 

Juile 15th-Young V\iomai~'s Christian Associatioil Picnic, Penin- 
sula and New Rustic Eoat. House, Prospect Park. 

Jutle 16th-Girls' High School, Band Stand, Prospect Park. 
June 17th-Camp Fire Girls, Prospect Park. 
June 24th-Brooklytl Zoological Zoo Building, Prospect Park. 
July 4th-Knights of Colun~bus, Band Stand, Prospect Park, 

Highland Park, and Cypress Hill Taxpayers' Association's 
Field Day, Highland Park. 

August 27th-Anniversary of Battle of Long Island, Prospect 
Park. 

September 16th-Ailtietam Day, Prospect Park. 
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McCarren Park. 

The tennis courts at McCarren Park have been re-arranged and two 
additional courts laid out, making a total of sixteen. Wire mesh back stops 
have been placed around all courts. The surface of the running track, con- 
sisting mostly of clay, had so hardened that it was very difficult to run upon 
it even with spiked shoes. To  alleviate this condition two inches of cinders 
were spread over the entire surface of the track and harrowed so that the 
cinders would mix with the clay. After the harrowing the surface was 
watered down and rolled. This made a considerable improvement. 

A number of field days were held a t  McCarren Park by the public and 
parochial schools of the Greenpoint District. The baseball fields were used 
to a greater extent than ever before and 93 separate baseball teams used 
this park during the baseball season. I t  would be highly desirable to erect 
a swimming pool at this park similar in size to the one at Betsy Head 
Playground and a handball court should be erected like the one at New 
Lots Playground. With these improvements, McCarren Park would be one 
of the most complete outdoor recreation centers in this country. I t  is 
planned to open up to the public before spring shower baths, which are 
being arranged in the brick shelter. 

Betsy Head Playground. 
This is the first complete year that Betsy Head Playground has been 

in operation. I t  was transferred to this department in 1915. The bath 
house building was not completed until about October 1st. The records of 
our first year of operation prove beyond a doubt that the people of Erowns- 
ville have made no mistake in consenting to a local assessment to purchase 
the ground upon which this playground was built. The following figures 
give the approximate attendance. 

Betsy Head Playground Attendance. 
Athletic Field and Playground.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  555,924 
Farm Garden .......................................... 77,013 
Swimming Pool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  105,800 
Shower Baths . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  227,388 

Because of the large number of small children using the girls' play- 
ground, it was found necessary to purchase and erect additional apparatus 
on two small plots adjoining the athletic field. A gymnasium outfit with 
two horizontal bars, two climbing ladders, two climbing poles, two flying 
rings and a buck-horse, parallel bars and horizontal ladder was erected on 
the south plot and 12 large swings, two portable slides and eight see-saws 
on the north plot. One basketball court in the enclosure of the running 
track was found inadequate for the number of boys who desired to play 
this game, and accordingly two additional back stops were erected to provide 
an additional court. A specially designed baseball back stop, which we in- 



tend to use as a standard for the department was erected on the west end 
of the athletic ,field. Demands for lawn tennis at this playground were SO 

great that two additional clay courts were laid out on places originally in- 
tended for grass. Two hundred and forty steel lockers and fifteen benches 
were purchased and placed in the Field House for dressing purposes. 

The running track was well patronized during the year and the Field 
House kept open evenings until 9 p. m. for athletes who desired to use the 
track for training purposes. Considerable use was made of the track by 
the Kings County Athletic Association and the Brownsville Y. M. H. AS- 
sociation, and a number of field days were held by public schools of the , 

Brownsville section. The two biggest events of the year held on the track 
were the July Fourth athletic games and the Playground Championships on 
Labor Day. At each of these games about 10,000 spectators were present. 
The bank around the track in its present condition is unsatisfactory. After 
a heavy rain storm a considerable amount of clay washes over the cinder 
surface of the running track and gives it an unsightly appearance as well 
as a very muddy surface. I t  would be desirable to have the bank sodded 
and a pipe-rail fence erected around the walk. Lights should also be placed 
around this track, so that it could be used in the evening with greater safety. 
Application for this purpose has been made to the Department of Water 
Supply, Gas and Electricity. 

Betsy Head Baths and Swimming Pool. 

The bath house building at Betsy Head Playground was opened from 
8 a. m. to 10 p. m. daily, one side of the building being used for boys and 
men and the other side for girls and women. Towels and soap are pro- 
vided for one cent each. This being the first season for the swimming pool, 
careful attention had to be given to the various details of operation. The 
pool was in use from June 12th to September 30th. The hours for use of 
the pool were from 10 a. m. to 2 p. m. for one sex and from 2 p. m. to 
10 p. m. for the other. These hours were alternated daily. A charge of 
five cents was made for the use of the swimming pool, the department pro- 
viding a bathing suit, towel and soap for each bather. Each bather was 
required to take a shower bath before entering the water. Swimming in- 
structors supervised the pool continually and performed life guard duties 
when the attendance was very large. During the periods when the attend- 
ance was small individual instructions were given to the bathers in swim- 
ming and diving. Several hundred children and adults were taught to swim 
and dive. The pool is 151 feet long and 60 feet wide, having a depth of 
four feet at the shallow end and eight feet at  the deep end. Two spring- 
boards were placed at opposite sides of the pool. Goals for water polo 
games were erected at the deep end and life rings were placed at con- 
venient points. All of the attendants assigned to the baths were furnished 
with white uniforms. 



Swimming Pool Bathers . 

Men . . 
January ....................................... ...... 

...................................... February ...... 
March ........................................ ...... 
April .......................................... ...... 
May .......................................... ...... 
June .......................................... 7, 230 
July .......................................... 28, 608 

........................................ August 33, 909 
September ..................................... 10, 230 

....................................... October 79. 377 
..................................... November ...... 
..................................... December ...... 

Women Total 

- - .. 
Total Men and Women ............ 79, 377 26, 423 105, 800 

Shower Bath Bathers . 
-. 

Men Women Total 

....................................... January 
February ...................................... 
March ......................................... 
April .......................................... 
May .......................................... 
June .......................................... 
July ........................................... 
August ........................................ 
September ...................................... 
October ....................................... 
November ..................................... 
December ..................................... 

Grand Total ...................... 
.. .. - 

The following are some of the records established: 

Largest number of men in Shower Baths during one hour ................... 
Largest number of women in Shower Baths during one hour ............... 
Largest number of men in Shower Baths during one day .................... 
Largest number of women in Shower Baths during one day .................. 
Largest number of men in Shower Baths during one week ................. 
Largest number of women in Shower Baths during one week .............. 
Largest number of men in Swimming Pool during one hour ............... 
Largest number of women in Swimming Pool during one hour ............ 
Largest number of men in Swimming Pool during one day ................ 
Largest number of women in Swimming Pool during one day .............. 
Largest number of men in Swimming Pool during one week ................ 
Largest number of women in Swimming Pool during one week ............ 

Children's Farm Gardens . 
The newest feature of our Children's Farm.Garden work this year was 

the opening of the garden a t  Highlnnd Pzrk . X scction of land wcst of the 
old Schenck Mansion. on Jamaica Avenue. was selected for the new garden . 
A wire fence was erected around this plot. a flower bed placed in the centre 
and flowkrs planted around the borders . The soil was put into proper con- 



dition for this work and 108 individual garden plots were Iaid out. Three 
rooms in the Schenck Mansion were renovated and brought into use for  
storing tools, for Don~estic Science work and for exhibition purposes. The 
work at  this garden seemed to be much appreciated by the residents of the 
neighborhood. I t  made an attractive addition to the park and was carried 
on without additional appropriation of money. 

The Farm Garden directors commence their work on April 1st and im- 
mediately begin to prepare for the first planting. With the assistance of 
the children all the leaves and fertilizer which cover the plots during the 
winter are removed, the paths straightened, and the plots spaded and raked. 
After this, the garden being ready for use, the children are registered and 
assigned plots. The first lesson in planting is given to groups of about 
thirty children, assembled around one plot, which is used for a model. 
Then the children pass to their individual plots and plant their seeds under 
the direction and supervision of the Farm Garden teachers. Radish, beans, 
beets, kohl rabi, turnips, lettuce and corn are the vegetables usually planted. 
In addition to these a number of observation plots are developed, containing 
wheat, oats, peanuts, rye, clover, cotton, tobacco, peppers, alfalfa, rhubarb 
and other specimens. The flower beds around the borders and the centre 
beds are planted with various kinds of flowers. 

As the season progresses the children are taught to spade, rake, fertilize, 
cultivate, weed, thin, transplant, water and harvest. The harvested crops 
are taken home by the proud gardeners. 

The plantings and harvestings are as follows : 

McCarren Park first planting April 24th, harvesting June 30th. 
McCarren Park second planting July 24th, harvesting October 20th. 
Betsy Head first planting April 26th, harvesting July 11th. 
Betsy Head second planting July 18th, harvesting October 17th. 
Highland Park first planting May 8th, harvesting July 26th. 
Highland Park second planting August lst, harvesting October 21st. 

Because of the Paralysis Epidemic the first harvestings were spread 
over several days, as it was thought advisable not to have the children con- 
gregate in large numbers. Interesting programs were arranged and carried 
out for the second harvesting festivals in the Fall. In addition to the gar- 
den work, lessons in Domestic Sciences and Manual Training were given 
a t  each garden. The articles made by the children were exhibited a t  the 
harvest festivals. 

The model of McCarren Farm Garden and Farm House made by the 
instructors and children in 1915 was exhibited this year in several of the 
department stores of Brooklyn. 

A number of plots were assigned to the kindergarten classes of public 
schools and thousands of children visited the gardens in groups for nature- 
study lessons. 

At the Brooklyn Botanic Garden Exhibit, McCarren Park Farm Garden 
was awarded a silver cup, the first prize for having the best community 



garden in Brooklyn. The McCarren Park children also received a number 
of individual prizes for their exhibits, as did the children of Betsy Head 
Farm Garden. The Highland Park Farm Garden groups were not ready 
in time for this exhibit. Garden clubs have been organized which have 
created a great deal of interest and enthusiasm for work of this nature. 
A picturesque building conforming to the surroundings was erected at 
McCarren Farm to be used as a Tool House and Work Shop for the boys. 
I t  contains also a small greenhouse where small groups mix soil, sow seeds 
in beds, transplant seedlings and study insects which attack greenhouse 
plants. 

Metropolitan Avenue Pier. 

This pier was opened under the supervision of this department during 
the summer months of the year and provided a very comfortable resting 
place for the people in the vicinity of the pier. During the months of July 
and August a Playleader was assigned to the pier who conducted quiet 
games and folk dancing with the smaller children. Band concerts were 
given every Sunday during July and August. 

Social Centre, McCarren Park. 

The Social Centre commenced in the Farm House at  McCarren Park 
in the latter part of 1915 was continued during this year. The demand for 
the use of this building by clubs in the section of McCarren Park far ex- 
ceeds the capacity of the house. A number of forms of social activities 
are conducted through the year by the seventeen clubs which use the build- 
ings as a meeting place. All of these clu6s are carefully organized and 
conducted by well chosen leaders. During the past season amateur theatri- 
cals, musical concerts, lectures, debates, cooking demonstrations, talks on 
home and civic welfare, conferences, suppers, luncheons, and community 
choral singing have constituted the principal activities. 

Parade Grounds. 

A new system of issuing permits for Saturday and Sunday use of the 
Parade Grounds was put into operation this season. Instead of going to 
the Parade Grounds on the morning of the day on which games were to 
be played the managers of the baseball teams made application in writing 
on the Monday previous to the Saturdays or Sundays on which they desired 
to play and assignments were mailed to the managers on Tuesday of each 
week. When no further diamonds were available the teams were notified 
of this fact. In many cases, when it was not possible to assign the teams 
diamonds at the Parade Grounds, they were given space at McCarren Park 
and Highlland Park, thus creating a larger use of the diamonds at both of 



these places. During the season the following baseball leagues held tourna- 
ments at the Parade Grounds : 

Y. M. C. A. League Bush Terminal League Y. M. Hebrew Association 
Drug and Chemical League Royal Arcanum League Fire Insurance League 
Manual Training H. S. Postal B. B. League Associated Banks League 
Junior Police 144 Post Brooklyn Amateur League Erasmus Hall 
St. Francis College Borden Milk Company Boys' High School A. A. 
Y. M. C. A. Younger Y. M. C. A. Older School Commercial High School 

School Boys Boys Y. M. C. A. Employed Boys 
Washington League Public School, Dist. A. L. Catholic B. B. League 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle B. No. 11 St. James Academy Marine 

B. L. P. S. A. 0. Dist. 32-36 Insurance League 
Sunday School A. L. Police Department Dist. Marine Insurance League 
N. Y. Union Printers' 

League 

In examining our records it was found that 673 distinct teams played 
baseball at  the Parade Grounds during the season. Even with the twenty- 
five diamonds with which the Parade Grounds are equipped we were unable 

A - -  
to accommodate all of the teams who desired to play, and the following is 
a record of the number of teams which could not be accommodated. The 
majority of these were teams making application for Saturday or Sunday 
afternoon permits. 

Instances in which no 

Week Ending 
April 16.. .................... 
April 23.. .................... 
April 30.. .................... 
May 7 ...................... 
May 14 ...................... 

...................... May 21 
May 28. .  .................... 

diamonds were available : 

No. Week Ending No. 
...................... 55 June 4 51 

15 June 11.. .................... 52 
.................... 26 June 18.. 53 

55 June 24.. .................... 24 
50 July 8 . .  .................... 20 

.................... 78 July 15.. 1 

.................... 102 July 22.. 7 

I t  is believed :that the opening of baseball diamonds at Dyker Beach 
Park will considerably relieve the pressure upon the Parade Grounds. 

Approximate total attendance for certain special activities : 

Playgrounds and Athletic Fields.. ........................................ 4,226,017 
Farm Gardens ......................................................... 218,596 
Betsy Head Shower Baths.. ............................................. 227,388 
Betsy Head Swimming Pool.. ........................................... 105,800 
Musical Concerts ...................................................... 232,200 
Vocal Concerts ......................................................... 7,700 
Ice Skating ........................................................... 320,079 
Coasting ............................................................. 46,500 

5,384,280 

The above does not include bathers using our beaches, equestrians using 
Bridle Path, people boating on the lakes, vehicles using road and parkways 
or persons using parks for quiet passive recreation, neither does i t  include 
attendance at large celebrations on the Long Meadow in Prospect Park. 



MAINTENANCE OPERATIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS. 

During each year the care and maintenance of existing park properties 
is the underlying problem of the department. Although this work is not so 
appealing to the general public as are some of the other departmental activi- 
ties it is of itself very interesting, and the manner in which it is accomplished 
determines in a very large degree the success of the Department. Taking 
the year as a whole the largest operation is the handling of the daily prob- 
lems connected with the collection and removal of litter, cleaning walks, 
lawns and roads, repairing buildings ; bridges and roads; cultivating walks, 
lawns, flower beds, trees and shrubs; handling large crowds of people and 
making provision for  their comfort, and doing the hundred and one other 
odd jobs that are included in the Maintenance and Improvement of Park 
Properties. 

The manner of handling this work has not been materially changed 
from that of the preceding year. I t  is divided into suitable units under the 
immediate charge of Foremen. The small parks are operated on the group 
system. The Purchasing Department, together with the shops, storehouse 
and stables have been brought into closer contact, and as a result, these im- 
portant business divisions are more effective than formerly. The methods 
of handling permits have been improved, and the inspection and records of 
street openings systematized and standardized. For the purpose of furnish- 
ing reliable and up-to-date data to determine accurately the exact distribu- 
tion of labor on each operation a time sheet has been worked out and will 
be put into operation the first of the'year. The information furnished by 
these sheets from each separate unit will, when collected and analyzed, 
form a basis for estimating con~parative efficiency between the separate 
units doing similar work, and also furnish valuable data for use in preparing 
budget requests upon a more scientific basis. This, together with a com- 
prehensive work program enables us to make plans for future improvements 
and extensions upon very detailed and certain information. 

The continually increasing demands and the greatly stimulated activities 
in every direction all through the year have thoroughly tested the organiza- 
tion as established. The continuing decrease in allowance in the budget for 
doing the work has made it necessary to hold all departments to a high 
state of efficiency and the situation demands and receives spontaneous and 
enthusiastic response on the part of the men in each branch of the service. 

The only consequential change in the organization from the preceding 
year followed as the result of the appointment of one of our arboricultur- 
ists to a position as forester in another Department. The work of this divi- 
sion has been handled for a number of years by three units, each unit headed 
by an arboriculturist. During the last two years, however, the operations 
of these units had made very considerable increases in effectiveness and we 
found that it would be practicable, as well as economical, to reorganize the 
work on a two unit plan. The result has been thoroughly satisfactory, and 
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through the greater flexibility of the forces it promises to be an improve- 
ment over the former method. 

In  addition to the accomplishment of the regular maintenance work 
and making improvements (the more important of which will be men- 
tioned later on), a considerable amount of time has been spent during the 
year in perfecting plans for future improvements. The altering and re- 
modeling of the Picnic House in Prospect Park is the most important 
project of this character. The Picnic House is a building 63x90 feet in 
size. I t  was built 45 years ago. Important repairs were absolutely neces- 
sary. In considering this need it appeared that by making some radical 
changes in the plan of the building its usefulness might be very greatly 
increased and by some slight modifications of the exterior its architectural 
value might be very considerably enhanced. A study was made and plans 
prepared to adapt the building to use through the entire year. 

The plans call for relocation of toilets in the basement, an inclosing 
of the veranda by windows in winter and by screens in sun~mer. The 
work was comnlenced during the year and will be rapidly pushed to com- 
pletion. 

Heretofore the public has had access only to the veranda surrounding 
the main building. In  working out the plans, however, it has been possible 
to arrange for the removal of all the partitions and other obstructions in 
the main building, and to leave it, as well as the veranda, entirely accessible 
to the public. This will provide for a large assembly hall, and aside from 
furnishing additional facilities to the crowds of picnickers during the sum- 
mer season will be available at  all other times for new activities. A large 
double fire place will be built, and the interior fitted up in such a manner as 
to make it attractive for entertainment of various kinds. A complete kit- 
chen will be installed in the basement, also dressing roo111 and toilets for 
inen and women, and it is proposed to issue permits to reputable organi- 
zations or individuals for the use of the building evenings, for a reasonable 
fee. The proximity of the building to the street car lines nlakes it special- 
ly accessible, and through the early con~pletion of the plan it is expected 
that the building will be made ready for use during the the coming summer. 

ACTIVITIES AND SPECIAL EVENTS. 

As indicated earlier in this report, the demands of the public and their 
use of the park properties continue to increase. There was, however, a 
noticeable falling of f  in the attendance of small children at the playgrounds 
and the picnic grounds. On accodnt of the epidemic in Infantile Paralysis 
we decided, after a consultation with the Department of Health, to  close 
the sand boxes and wading pools in the playgrounds and to withhold the 
issuance of picnic permits. This, together with the general apprehension, 
very naturally reduced attendance. On account of the epidemic special at- 
tention was given to sanitation throughout the entire system. 
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The usual requirements for the National Holidays were fulfilled 
as heretofore. Decorated grandstands were provided generally throughout 
the city for Decoration Day and Fourth of July, as well as for Anniversarv 
Day. The increased popularity of Baby's week made it necessary for us 
to furnish a considerably larger amount of cooperation in the way of build- 
ing reviewing stands and furnishing decorations. 

The review of the Boy Scouts was much larger than heretofore and 
called for additional facilities. 

A new and interesting event was the presentation by the Social Set- 
tlement of Brooklyn of Shakespearian Pageant on June 17th, at the Pen- 
insula between the Rustic Boat House and the Miniature Yacht House. 
Several hundred children and young men and women in costume repre- 
senting characters from Shakespearian plays passed in review before the 
Queen Bnd Ladies and Gentlemen of her Court. This was followed by 
Folk Dancing. The spectacle was witnessed by a large and appreciative 
audience, as well as by the delegates of the Association of Settlements, who 
were assembled from all over the country for their National Convention. 

The above event was preceded by a gathering of the Camp Fire Girls, 
which was greatly appreciated by the participants and their friends. 

On April Zgth, the Brooklyn Zoological Society assisted in the formal 
opening of the first section of the new Zoo Building. A speakers' platform 
was erected, the building was decorated, and addresses were made by the 
President of the Zoological Society, and by other officials and citizens. 

NEW EQUIPMENT. 

The principal additions to Equipment were : 

By Purchase-- 
Two (2) bottom dump trucks. 
One (1) high power tree sprayer. 
One (1) 3%-ton automobile dump truck. 
One (1) gasoline engine and centrifugal pump. 

By Transfer through Sinking Fund- 
One (1) 20-inch band saw and table. 
One (1) 12-inch jointer. 

In addition to the above there were made in the shops three hundred 
and sixty (360) portable benches for use in celebrations. The designs of 
this bench was developed by Superintendent G. W. Parker of the Hartford 
Park Department. Its use has simplified the problem of providing seating 
arrangements at  celebrations and results in great reduction of costs of 
transportation and breakage. The following equipment was also made 
in the shops : 

4 Arboriculturist wagons. 
2 Flat trucks. 
1 Rack truck. 
4 Dump carts. 
3 Tool carts. 
3 Snow plows. 

10 Road carts. 
6 Stone boats. 
1 Feed cart for stable. 
2 Harrows. 
2 Wheelbarrows. 



We also developed a design for a cement bench leg. This design 
was substantially adopted by the National Pasture League as their model 
for adaptation to the profile which they have developed through a scien- 
tific study. We later made several benches according to their plan. 

A lot of valuable building material and heating equipment was secured 
through the Sinking Fund Commission by transfer of abandoned buildings 
belonging to the Department of Docks and Ferries. W e  took the buildings 
to pieces and saved the material. 

AMERSFORT PARK. 

Two Tennis Courts were marked out on the lawns early in the sea- 
son and maintained throughout the Summer and Fall. During the coldest 
weather in January and February we were successful in making a small 
skating rink by spraying water on the lawn-the water froze as it fell and 
we were able to secure sufficient thickness and area for skating. 

BEDFORD PARK. 

A beautiful Austrian Pine was presented to the Department and plant- 
ed near the Children's Museum by the Women's Health Protective Associa- 
tion. Extensive repairs have been made to the exterior and interior of the 
Children's Museum, and ta the Comfort Station. The retaining walls sup- 
porting the bank around the comfort station had been seriously disturbed 
by the frost and it was necessary to take them down and relay them. On 
account of the density of the shade and poor soil conditions we have been 
unable to maintain satisfactory lawns in certain parts of the park, and this 
Fall all these places were covered with compost and cultivated. The flag 
pole was repaired and repainted. 

BENSONHURST PARK. 

Pipe rail fences were repainted, cobble stone gutters relaid and ex- 
tended, and the strip of lawn between the driveway and the beach. ex- 
tended and cultivated. 

BETSY HEAD PLAYGROUND. 

This extensive playground was turned over to the Department in the 
Fall of 1915. Some of the buildings, however, needed additions and some 
substantial changes in order to enable the public to enjoy full use from 
them. A large amount of thought and time was required to bring this large 
plant into full operation. 

The smaller field containing the Farm Garden, Children's Playground, 
Farm House, and Mothers' Building, Sand Boxes and Wading Pool, re- 
quired a number of additions, as follows : 
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A concrete curb was built along the side of the walk between the Farm 
Garden and the Playground and a similar curb on the opposite side ad- 
joining tihe playground. On the playground side a cement gutter was added 
to act as a storm sewer to handle the surface water of the playground and 
prevent the excessive washouts which had followed each storm on ac- 
count of insufficient provision for drainage. 

In order to enclose the playground and farm garden a wrought iron 
fence was built along one end, and an arbor the length of the walk dividing 
the playground and farm garden. This arbor is in two parts, each one hun- 
dred feet long, and when properly planted and covered with vines will make 

' 

a very agreeable shelter and handsome addition to the plot. 
The flag pole and all of the exterior woodwork on the buildings in this 

plot were repainted. 
Around the wading basins was built a cement sidewalk on the outer 

edge of which was constructed a curb, carrying an ornamental wrought 
iron fence. Four openings were left in the curb and fence. These open- 
ings were connected with the surrounding walks by cement sidewalks. I t  
was necessary to build the above in order to enable the Playleaders to bring 
the wading pool under proper control. The means of entrance and exit from 
the pool is now limited to the four openings in the fence, and aside from 
securing better control it has made a very great improvement in appearance. 

In connection with the Farm Gardens, which had been established last 
year, we added this spring a Model Back Yard Garden and enclosed it 
and the surrounding grass plots by pipe rail fence. 

In the larger field, in which the bath house is located, a number of 
changes were made. Among the more important are the following: 

Memorial Gate and Fountain. Through the generosity of Mrs. Isaac L. 
Rice, in memory of her husband the late Isaac Id. Rice, work was com- 
menced on a memorial gate and fountain at the entrance to the Athletic 
Field, opposite the Children's Playground. Completion of this has been de- 
layed owing to the impossibility of securing the casting of the bronze figure 
for the fountain. I t  will be finished in the Spring. 

In the Bath House Building the experience we had at  the close of last 
year made it clear that it would be impossible to get full use of the shower 
baths unless a radical change was made in the water system, owing to the 
failure of the mixing valves originally installed. Consequently the system 
was changed early in the year by installing hot and cold water pipes for each 
shower. By this change each bather is able to secure a bath at  the tem- 
perature he desires within the limits of the temperature of the water in the 
street mains and up to 110° Fahrenheit. The maximuin temperature is 
controlled by an automatic valve on the hot water line. In making the 
change only one side of the bath house was closed at a time, and since the 
change the patrons of the shower baths are receiving much greater satis- 
faction, and there has been a marked reduction in the amount of coal used 
for heating the water. During the year 333,134 shower baths were taken. 
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SWIMMING POOL, BETSY HEAD PLAYGROUND 



With the approach of summer we completed plans for opening the 
swimming pool. Inasmuch as we had no experience along this line, and 011 

account of the attractiveness of the pool itself and the enthusiasm of the 
people in the neighborhood, we anticipated some considerable difficulty in 
handling the business. Consequently great care was taken in figuring out 
all of the details of the operation. It was found necessary to reconstruct 
the room originally designed for  an office and to use it for storage and dis- 
tiibution of bathing suits. I t  was also necessary to build booths at the en- 
trance to bring them under proper control and to prevent undue confusion 
in handling the crowds. Our anticipations in reference to the crowds were 
fully realized and the provision made for hanc-lling them seemed to be ample. 
During the season the pool received 105,796 bathers. Frequently we were 
called upon to handle between 3,000 and 4,000 bathers a day. 

The Athletic Field House with its two shower baths and locker room 
and toilets was turned over to us by the contractor shortly after the first of 
the year, and as the season developed and the athletic field was completed 
this building was used very extensively. 

Athletic Field. 

Inside the oval a baseball diamond was added, together with wrought 
iron and mesh wire backstop. At the sides apparatus was installed for 
boys' playgrounds and outdoor gymnasium. Two additional tennis courts, 
one on each side of the swimming pool and athletic field house, were added. 
A rink for ice skating was made during the winter inside the oval, and aG 
though not finished until late in the season was patronized by over 20,000 
skaters. 

Planting. 

Comprehensive study was made of both f~elds in conjunction with the 
landscape architect, and a substantial amount of the work was executed 
during the year. Two hundred and sixty-eight (268) trees were planted 
and twenty-seven hundred and six (2706) shrubs. As soon as these are 
established and the planting plans completed the appearance of both fields 
will be very attractive. 

Crowds. 

In addition to the problen~ of handling the regular daily attendance at 
the playgrounds, farm gardens, bath and athletic field house, a number of 
important athletic and aquatic meets were held and several times provisions 
were made for handling crowds of 8,000 to 10,000 people. 

Bushwick Park. 
A number of important improve~nents were made at this park. .%I1 

the grass plots were enclosed by pipe rail fences. The amount of fence 
erected for this purpose was 12,000 linear feet. -After the installation o i  the 



fence we were able to re-sod and maintain the borders along the walks, 
also to carry out a comprehensive planting scheme according to plans 
which had been worked out in conjunction with the landscape architect 
covering re-arrangement and addition to shrubbery plantations. In this 
work thirty-one (31) new trees, and one hundred and sixty (160) new 
shrubs were planted. 

In addition to the above a careful study was made of soil conditions 
and late in the year a compost pile was established in the park and this will 
be ready for use early next year. 

The flag pole, comfort station and shelter were thoraughly overhauled. 
repaired and repainted. 

Bushwick Playground. 
On account of the extension of Woodbine street it was necessary to 

remove the wrought iron fence along the back line of the Boys' Playground, 
and to reset it about 20 feet in from the new street line, in order to ac- 
commodate the cut and excavation at  this point. Plans have been 
and corporate stock funds are available for the building of a retaining wall 
and resetting of this fence after the excavation is completed. 

The tennis court was laid out in the Girls' Playground and surfaced 
with clay. 

The frames supporting the awnings over the swings were repaired and 
repainted. 

Borough Hall. 
The flagstone sidewalks surrounding this park are very extensive in 

area, in poor condition and should be replaced. The expense of maintenance, 
and the generally .unsatisfactory condition of it in spite of frequent repairs 
during the year make this necessary. A comprehensive study of the arrange- 
ment of flower beds and shrubbery was made and changes were made in ac- 
cordance with these plans. The result proved satisfactory and with a slight 
modification will be continued next year. We were called upon by the Com- 
mittee having charge of the Christmas Tree Celebration, to attend to the 

' 

setting up of the 31 Christmas trees provided for this year's celebration and 
the work was done on short notice and in a creditable manner. 

Columbia Heights Park. 
The flagstone pavements in front of these small parks were relaid and 

repaired. Oriental plane trees were planted on the sidewalk in front of 
each park. The wrought iron fences were repaired and repainted. 

Canarsie Park. 
The comfort station was thoroughly repaired and repainted inside 

' 

and out. 
Some absolutely essential repairs were made to the old Schenck Man- 

sion to make it water-proof. This very interesting old building is still in 



condition to be restored to its original condition and it is regrettable that 
funds are not available for this purpose, as it is one of the most ancient 
and interesting of the old Dutch houses. 

Carroll Park. 

The three fountains in the center of this park had not been in use for 
a number of years. Because of the fact that there is no means for pre- 
venting improper use of the fountains when filled with water, it seemed im- 
probable that they would ever be used again. Consequently it was deemed 
advisable to remove the curbing and to make the space available for an ad- 
dition to the Plaza in the center of the park. This work was done during 
the year, and the extra space made a very great improvement to the Plaza. 
As soon as the walks in the park are relaid conditions will be much better 
than heretofore. All of the lawns received a dressing compost, and certain 
portions of the lawns extensive cultivation. The comfort station was re- * 

painted inside and out. The fences were also painted. 

City Park. 

The inside of the Comfort Station was repainted; cement floor was 
made under the baby swings in the playground ; extensive repairs were made 
to the sidewalk. A compost pile was set up and will be ready for use early 
next year. Flag pole repainted. A number of plantations of shrubs were 
transplanted and grouped at  the entrances, and the result forms a pleasing 
example bf what can be accomplished by this method at trifling expense. 

Coney Island. 
The open shelters on Seaside and Dreamland beaches were repaired and 

repainted inside and out; also the brick shelter in Seaside Park. The seven 
flag poles on the beaches and in the park were repaired and repainted. Ex- 
tensive repairs were necessary to the bulkhead, extending from Ocean Park- 
way eastward, on account of damage done by the winter storms. The 
exterior fences at Seaside Park were repainted. The sea wall along the 
Concourse was repainted, and the concrete retaining wall and bulkhead on 
Seaside Beach was rebuilt. The latter job was an important piece of work 
and by reinforcing the concrete with steel beams we believe that it will prow 
sufficient and permanent. 

In an attempt to improve conditions and to enable us to handle the 
crowds more satisfactorily we placed 25 picnic tables on both Seaside and 
Dreamland beaches, together with benches, and they seemed to be very much 
appreciated. W e  will increase the number of tables next year, and we be- 
lieve that it will be the means of relieving a very large part of the congestion, 
and will also do away to a large extent with the scattering of litter on the 
beach. In this connection it may be, interesting to state that during last 
season we removed 2,500 double truck loads of rubbish from these beaches, 
besides large quantities that were burned. 



Early in the season a bulkhead was constructed by the Department oi 
Public Works between the end of the Municipal Bath and the Ocean to 
protect the foundations of the building from further encroachments by the 
eea. The construction of the bulkhead was successful in protecting the 
foundation, but the building of it has developed a number of cross currents 
that are disturbing the beach to the east of the Municipal Bath House. 

In continuing and extending the work of social service which we com- 
menced two years ago on the beach, arrangement was made early in the 
summer for a playleader to live on the beach all during the season in a 
tent. Co-operating with her were two women attendants. They gave special 
consideration to moral and social conditions, and their work was very ef- 
fective. Conditions were far more satisfactory than heretofore. In this 
connection arrangements were made to receive and provide for the care of 
small children and infants. Special tents were provided with baby ham- 
mocks. In addition, special benches were provided for nurses and attend- 
ants, and the privileges were used very extensively Idy institutions and socie- 
ties interested in Child Welfare Work. Each Saturday, Sunday and holi- 
day arrangements were made to provide a special detail of men represent- 
ing the Department to patrol the beaches and assist in the policing and 
proper handling of the crowds. 

A careful study was made of the very urgent requirements for ad- 
ditional bath house facilities, and plans have been prepared for an adequate 
building to meet this need ; and it is sincerely hoped that funds may be made 
available for its construction. 

Nine (9) trees were planted on Dreamland Beach to replace trees that 
had been destrdyed and two (2) on Seaside Park. 

Cooper Park. 
Two tennis courts were marked out on the central grass plots and 

proved to be very popular. The comfort station was repaired and repainted 
inside and out. Flag pole repainted. 

Two (2) trees were planted to replace trees that had died, and a num- 
ber of large private bushes were removed for transplanting to other parks, 
and this thinning out process has improved the appearance of the park. 

Cuyler Gore. 
Flower beds in this small triangle were re-designed and re-located, and 

some of the shrubs were transplanted, in accordance with a study made in 
conjunction with the landscape architect. 

Dyker Beach Park. 
The cleaning and grading of the Picnic Grove was completed. The 

floor of the bridge on the traffic road was relaid, and temporary repairs 
were made to the long bridge on the autofnobile road. I t  is hoped that now 
that money has been provided for the filling of the swamp that the work 
may be completed early enough next year to eliminate the necessity of ex- 
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tensive repairs to this bridge. An old building on the ground was thorough- 
ly overhauled and put in use by the engineers as an office in making the 
survey for the filling of the marsh land. 

Under advice from the Board of Health considerable extension was 
made to the ditching of the swamp of the salt marshes to prevent mosquito 
breeding, and the work proved to be effective. Extensive repairs were 
necessary to the sluiceway; and in the Fall the'grass and weeds. in the salt 
meadow were cut and burned preparatory to flooding with surface water 
for the skating season. 

Arrangements were perfected, through the cooperation with the Marine 
and Field Club, for making four additional golf holes on park property, 
and also turning over to them the care of three holes formerly used by the 
Dyker Meadow Club. By this arrangement the Marine and Field Club now 
have an eighteen hole course, partly on park property, partly on the Gov- 
ernment Reservation at Fort Hamilton and partly on private property. By 
the terms of this arrangement a citizen may secure from the Department 
without charge a permit to play upon this course upon the same basis as a 
guest of a member of the Marine and Field Club. 

At the ea~terly end of the main drive was a short stretch of 300 feet 
on Cropsey avenue which had never been paved or surfaced. This stretch 
was regraded and surfaced. For this work 75 yards of gravel, 20 yards of 
sand and 20 yards trap rock screenings, together with 800 gallons of asphalt 
binder, were used. 

Fort Greene Park. 
The wrought iron fence between the park and the Brooklyn Hospital 

was repainted, the hospital sharing in the expense. One thousand four hun- 
dred (1,400) feet of new pipe rail fence was installed around grass plots. 
Extensive repairs were made at  the Martyrs' Monument to the electric 
elevator. 

As has been noted elsewhere in the report, a retaining wall was con- 
structed for several hundred feet along St. Edwards street and Myrtle 
avenue; and the grade of the Plaza was raised and otherwise improved. 
According to a carefully prepared plan the field has been graded to provide 
for a wide avenue extending from the corner of the plot to the granite steps 
leading to the Martyrs' Monument. This path will make a dignified and 
suitable approach to the upper Plaza from the street and the lower level on 
either side of this path are playgrounds. These have been giaded and en- 
closed by a wrought iron fence removed from along Flatbush avenue in 
Prospect Park. The playground on the Myrtle avenue side provides for a 
farm garden, back yard garden and play field for girls and children. A 
building that had formerly been used at  this location by the engineers of the 
Aqueduct Commission was required as a gift and removed to a suitable 
location on this plot. This building was then remodeled and fitted up as a 
cottage, and will be used as a comfort station and play house. I t  will also 



psovide stutahlc quarters {or use m connectloll with the farm garden. The 
-1te o i  the farm garden was heavily manured ant1 culticated and the ground 
w ~ l l  be readj for planting next spring. Both playground fields were graded, 
a-lrained and trrigated. In the field atljoining St. Edward< street a coating 
I I ~  ~judl i~lg claj was used for re5urfacing. and the plot graded to make pro- 
vision for flooding in Winter for an outdoor ikatitlg rink. This field \\-as 

opened for skating the last day in the year and promises to be very popular. 
Two ( 2 )  arc lamps ha le  been installed so that it call be used evenings. 

Special attention was given to the plantlng of shrubs on the banLs, par 
t~cularly otl the ltaalc facing the Brooklyn Hospital. For  this purpose yix 
huntired r 600) ,elected shrubs \Irere used I'hree hundred yards of com- 
post were used in cultivating shrubs and lawns, arid plar~i prepared for 
further imj)rovenient5 to plantations of shrubi next year 

Fort Hamilton Park.  

In coopera:iotl with the Police Department an attractwe t'olice Patrol 
Hux was ljuilt and located on ;i small plot at the junction of the Shore 
13rive and Fourth avenue. The tool house was removed to a new location 
on the samt- plot, and both these small builtlings were screened by appro 
p r~a te  plantatiot~s of shrubs. T h ~ r t y - s e ~ e n  (37) trees and one hundred and 
forty-four ( 144) shrubs were planted A new- walk was con~tructed from 
Fourth averluc to the Shore Road, connecting these two ht~ildinqs. Flag 
pole was repalred and painted. 

A nniural l~oultler bearing a bronze tal~let was erected opposite the 
park at. the j u t ~ t t ~ o n  of the Shore Road ant1 Fort Hamilton Parkway t y  the 
Daughters of t lrc Revolution, to i.onir~ic~~lurat e the first reslstarrce to British 
I roops In h e w  York Statc (luring the Kevolutionary War  We provided 
for the relocatlot1 of the curb arnund the monument and for grading and 
sodding. cc-i1111x).t heap of 5everal hundrt-ti yartls wa5 set up and will be 
xvailable for LI-e early next beason The contractor has commenced work 
on the new parl, \heltc.r, futltls tiavnlg bee11 provitled for this work. 

Fulton Park. 

The C,orr:fort S ta t~on  and Shelter I-luusi. were repainted inside and out 
hlag pole repainted. I,a\vns were regraded and resodded Twc-nty-two 
(22) treei \\?re jtlaritetl 

Highland Park. 

Gratling tor an rxteilsloll t c ~  the area to be flooded for skating in Winter 
was extended in such a manner as to md;e the field available for a regula 
[Ion baseball tliar~ionrl. ,\ baclistop was nlstalled and the field was used 
very extetliively. Tennis hackstops of wire mesh on a tubular frame set it1 
concrete, o t ~ c  thousand five hundred (1,500) feet is1 length were installed 
at the tennis courts. X new and larger flag pole was set up in a new loca- 
110n The hill l~etween the Comfort Station and Skating Pond was graded 
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to provide better foundation for building a slide for coasting. The foot ball 
fields were regraded and extended. A Children's Farm Garden with one 
hundred and twenty (120) plots was laid out adjacent to the Schenck Man- 
sion; and provision was also made for a Model Back Yard Garden. Both 
were enclosed by a wire mesh fence, and three (3) rooms in the Schenck 
Mansion were remodeled to meet the requirements of the school farm. 
Another room was remodeled to use as a tool room for employes of the De- 
partment. Some of the panels of the wrought iron fence removed from 
along Flatbush avenue in Prospect Park were reset to replace the old wooden 
fence along the westerly boundary of the park. Additional catch basins and 
drainage were installed at the tennis courts. Work on extending the bank 
at the upper level of the park along the Highland ~oulevard  was continued, 
and holes were dug and top soil provided for planting of sixty trees next 
Spring. 

The skating at Highland Park has proven eo successful last year that 
a portable skate house 24x30 feet, with provision for shelter, checking and 
refreshment counter, was made and erected in time for the first skating of 
the season. Ttvo (2) arc lamps were installed to illuminate the pond. 

Irving Square. 

The comfort station and shelter was painted inside and out. Flag pole 
repainted. Outside walks rep~ired. 

Lee Avenue Gore. 

Sixty-five (65) selected shrubs were planted in the grass plots sur- 
rounding this triangle. 

Lincoln   err ace Park. 

T o  accommodate the increasing crowds visiting this park a careful study 
was made of the situation. A plan was prepared in conjunction with the 
landscape architect providing for enlarging the walks and increasing the 
size of the upper plaza, and establishing three (3)  smaller plazas at  the 
intersection of walks at the lower level. The work for grading and de- 
veloping the walks and plaza according to this plan was completed during 
the year. Pipe rail fences were installed surrounding all grass plots. The 
lawns on the lower level were cultivated and re-seeded. All shrubbery plan- 
tations were carefully studied and a complete rearrangement made by trans- 
planting and additions of new stock. Some work was done toward im- 
proving drainage conditions but considerably more work will be neces- 
sary in this direction before this situation is properly in hand. The new 
walks and plazas were given a top dressing of limestone screenings, and the 
appearance of the park and its utility were very greatly enhanced by these 
changes. In addition we installed several flower beds. The comfort station 
and the flag pole were repainted. 



Linton Park. 

An 8 inch vitrified sewer was laid for 150 feet, connecting the com- 
fort station with the street. 

McCarren Park. 
The tennis courts were rearranged permitting the addition of two (2) 

more courts, making a total of sixteen (16) courts, and all were given a 
resurfacing of fine clay. The drainage to the tennis field was improved so 
that they can be played on very shortly after the most severe storm. Seven 
hundred (700) feet of wire backstop was erected on tubular frame set in 
concrete. An attractive play house was built to replace the shed formerly 
used on the North Twelfth street playground. An attractive tool house, 
work shed, and greenhouse was built for use in connection with the Farm 
Garden. At the Farm Garden a Model Back Yard Garden was established. 
A portable skate house, similar to the one made for Highland Park, was 
built and erected in time for the first skating of the season. The two (2) 
flag poles and the Farm House were repainted. Thirty-seven (37) trees 
were planted, and a large number of shrubs were added to the Farm Gar- 
den plot. 

The use of the Farm House as a social centre during the Fall and Win- 
ter months continues with pleasing results. 

McKibbin Playground. 
Fences were repainted. The tennis and handball courts were given a 

surface dressing of fine clay. A new sewer basin was installed to take care 
of surface drainage. 

McKinley Park. 
Extensive grading was done to increase the area flooded for the skating 

rink, and to improve the hill used for coasting. A hedge of ninety-three 
(93) selected privet bushes was planted along the side of the park at 
Seventh Avenue, to screen the area used for skating rink in the Winter 
and playground in the Summer. Two hundred and eight (208) trees were 
planted in the groves for reforestation. 

McLaughlin Park and Playground. 
Cement floor was laid under swings and other apparatus. Top dress- 

ing of cfay was given to the tennis court. New sand box was installed. 
New awnings were provided for all swings. Several hundred shrubs were 
planted on the banks surrounding-the Girls' 'Playground. 

New Lots Playground. , 
A plan has been prepared for altering and extending the Children's 

Play House. A large tree was transplanted to allow for the extension of  
this building. Tennis courts were given a top dressing of clay. Interior 
of the comfort station, and flag pole, repaired. 
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Ninety-fifth Street Gore. 
This plot was turned over to the Uepartnlent during the year. We 

graded the plot- and prepared for sodding and planting. 

Parade Ground. 
Eight ( 8 )  of the twei~ty- f i~e  (25) diamonds were resurfaced with 

clay and made LO conform to the regtllation standard. New base plates with 
anchors nrre  provided for all diamonds. Base lilies and gallery lines were 
plainly marbed each day. 

The cricket fields and football fields were gelierally improved, and the 
field proper, as 1 ~ 1 1  as the ground in front of the athletic building, received 
extensive resodding. A comfort station was built a t  tlie end of the field 
adjacent to Parade Place, together ~vith proper sewer connections, and tlie 
building iurrounded by plantation of large selected shrubs. Special care and 
attention mas devotetl to the Bo.cvling Green. Four (41 flag poles were re- 
painted. The posts of the chain fence ill front of tlie held hotlse were re- 
paired. Police station repainted throughout. 
.I concession was given permitting the erection of a marquee and 

.;ex era1 small umbrella stands on the baseball field during the season. Also 
a concessio~l permitting the renting of camp chairs for cpectators at  the 
games. 

During the i,;I'orld's baseball series a bulletin board was erected in front 
of the Field E-Iouse, direct telephone and telegraphic connections were made 
.ct-ith one of the newspaper offices and a graphic representation and score 
board follo~ved the progress of the game during each day of the series. 

Underhill Gore. 
The interior of this small triangle was rearranged, according to a 

formal plan, and the surrounding grass plots were enclosed by pipe rail 
fences. Permanent benches were installed, and the exterior grass plots 
heavily plailted with shrubs. 

Red Hook Park  and Playground. 
Tennis courts were given a top dressing of clay. Cement floors were 

put down under the swings in the playground; lawns extensively culti- 
vated ; flag pole repainted. 

Saratoga Park. 
Electric lights were installed in the comfort station and shelter. Flag 

pole and fences were repainted. Lawns were extensively cultivated and 
fertilized. 

Sunset Park. 
An additional tennis court was added, making four (4) in number. All 

were resurfaced with clay. Pipe rail fences and flag pole, and interior of 
comfort station, were repainted. Coinpost pile was set up in the Fall. Ex- 
tensive cultivation was made of all shrubbery plantations. 



Tompkins Park. 
0 

Thz extenssr e alterat~on aiid repairs to tlic shelter, coinfort station, and 
library building L$ ere conlpleted early in the J ear in covijunction with the 
LJhrary Board. 'The conq)leted building adds vr.ry materially to the facili- 
ties of the lsbrarq, ancl the additions to thc coil~fort station malic ver) 
>atisfactor) ant1 adequate accornmodatiolii. In ~~ la l r i ng  alterations to  this 
building a study n as inadc of the surroutldillg nalks and approacll~i. Ex* 
tensive cl~a11gt.s .ind adciitlons were made to zicc~ctmmodate the new require- 
rnents. All new walks -\cue provided with pipe rail fences. Eight (8) tree< 
and eleven (11 1 large selected sllrubs were l,lantecl and made to properly 
bcreen tllc buildtrlg. Flo~z er beds 11 ere relocarrd and very greatly extended. 
411 lawns .I\ erl: cultivated and fertilized. 

Unnamed Gore. 

A small triangle at the cot-~irr of Bushnick and Jlyrtle a\-enues was 
tra~isferred to this department by the Borough President. TYe graded the 
plot and plai~tetl fire (5) trees, 

Williamsburg Bridge Playground. 

Extetlsivr repairs to the playhouse and apparatus were rliade. The 
playgrour-id hurface was qiven a dressing of fine ashes. 

Prospect Park. 

There h a ~ r  been so man>- improvements throughout Prospect Park 
during the year that at certain periods cmditions have seeiuecl very ~liucli 
disturbed. This was inevitable. I-io\vever the excessive rains early in the 
season made it necebsary to do practically all construction worlc af ter  the 
rlliddle of July. 

Possibly the ~iiost impor ta~~t  irnproven~rnt of the year has heen in con- 
~lectioii with the new Bridle Road and separate entrance for equestrians. 
I~lcluded in this work are the improvement;: in and around the old Ducl; 
Pond section. 

This dexelopment is not entirely con1pletc:d. Iilasmuch as no special 
appropriatioi~ \\.as pi-orided except for the building of the tunnel, we were 
obliged to carry on the work with departme~ital forces as circumstances 
governing the regtllai- operations permitted. Coiisequeiztly progress has 
see~~led slow. Flon-ever, when the tunnel was opened on Novenlber t~vetlty- 
filth the uorl, bad adxanced t o  a point where considerable realizatioil could 
bt.: had o i  the splendid improvement this extension is to make. With its 
final coinpletion every section of Prospect Parli will have been brought into 
a state of cleielopment. I t  is interesting and significant that this mill come 
uext year, just fifty years after the opening of the park. 

The tuni-iel under the East Drive was built by contract from an ap- 
propriatlon of twelve thousand ($12,000) dollars provided for the purpose. 
It consist. of a coilcrete arch with retaining ~valls and parapet. In  excavat- 
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ing for the tunnel a heavy layer of puddling clay was reached. This clay 
was used extensively for surfacing tennis courts and making skating rinks 
throughout the city. 

The tool house for the workmen in this section was removed to a new 
location inside the service yard and fitted with lockers for the men. ,A new 
and somewhat larger tool house was built near it for the pruners and 
climbers. Service roads leading from the East Drive to the yard were con- 
structed and the banks and approaches were screened by transplanting a 
large number of trees and shrubs. 

Storehouse, Stables and Shops. 

When the contract for building the storehouse was completed early in 
1914, the building required suitable fixtures, also considerable work in the . 
way of grading and drainage before full advantage could be taken of the 
ample room provided. There had been no money specially provided for 
installing fixtures or  doing the other work. Consequently as opportunity 
allowed this work has progressed slowly by departmental forces. Lack of 
provision for handling surface water around the building made it impos- 

, sible to use the basement as it was flooded several times during the year. 
Outside of the storehouse was a large amount of heavy, bulky equipment, 
and used' material that could not properly be stored inside of the building 
During this year practically all of thkse matters have been disposed of per- 
manently. I t  will still be necessary to make some additions to the fixtures, 
but the grading and drainage problems have been solved and the work done. 
At the rear of the storehouse a large storeyard has been enclosed by a sub- 
stantial board fence which screens the unsightly material and equipment 
from view and enables us to store it in an orderly and accessible manner. 
And this Fall with the hanging of the workmen's bell in the belfry we 
properly felt that the work on the new storehouse had been completed and 
that we had come into its ull use and occupancy. 

When the merchandise in the old storehouse was removed it left 
that building available for use as a much needed extension to the shops. Ac- 
cording to the plan made at that time the paint, plumbing and tinsmith's 
shops were removed to this building, and the remodeling, re-equipping, and 
bringing up to date of the main shop building was commenced. Since that 
time. this work has progressed and during the year it has been finished. The 
final work completed this year consisted of the following: Making a suitible 
room for the shop offices on the ground floor adjoining the men's club 
room, which had been constructed the year before. Putting a metal ceiling 
in the blacksmith's shop, together with a ventilating shaft. The rebuilding 
of the stairs to the carpenter shop. The construction of a loading platform, 
enabling us to load directly onto wagons from the upper floor. The installa- 
tion of a complete steam heating plant. Building new work benches 
throughout, and providing individual lockers for the mechanics. Substan- 
tial additions were also made to the equipment and provision made for suit- 
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able protection to the machinery to provide against accident. The improve- 
ments at  the shop during the past three years, together with the tuning up 
of the personnel to a higher degree of efficiency, accounts to a very great 
extent, for the annual reduction of approximately $22,000 in this part of 
our work. 

With the in~provements at  the storehouse and the shops the unsightly 
and miserable condition of the stables had become more apparent, and pro- 
vision had been made in the 1916 budget for the necessary alterations, ad- 
ditions and improvements. This work was done during the year. The 
temporary wooden stable being beyond repair was removed. By the build- 
ing of a brick addition to the main stable, and cutting openings in the walls 
to admit light and air, we are now able to accommodate thirty-seven (37) 
horses under very convenient and sanitary conditions. The wooden floor 
of the old stable was removed and replaced by concrete. Movable wooden 
floor racks are furnished for each stall, together with modern drainage and 
flushing facilities. Two (2)  box stalls are provided, one fitted up as a 
hospital. An attractive office for the stable foreman, permanent concrete 
watering troughs, cabinets for harness and veterinary supplies, iron mangers, 
and new electric lighting throughout, complete this improvement. Adjacent 
to the stable, and including the ground formerly occupied by the old wooden 
stable, covered sheds have been built aroind an open court, providing shelter 
for twenty-eight (28) carts and wagons. So that it is now for the first time 
possible to keep nearly all of the rolling stock of the Department under 
cover and protected from the weather. In connection with the building 
of the shops and the alterations of the stables, the plan provided for the 
building of an ornamental brick wall enclosing the stable yard. This re- 
lieved the objectionable and confused condition at this point. Now the 
approach to the greenhouse from Fifth street is made attractive. At the 
point where the walk approaches the greenhouse an ornamental pergola has 
been built. Passing through the pergola one finds an attractive flower gar- 
den surrounded by a profuse plantation of rhododendrons and ornamental 
shrubs. The whole plant included in the ~torehouse, shops and stables are 
now distinctly creditable and worthy of the Department. 

Greenhouses. 

The two (2) Orchid houses were thoroughly overhauled and repaired, 
new concrete benches were installed, the roofs practically rebuilt, and 
permanent concrete gutters replaced the old zinc gutters. This work prac- 
tically completes the general overhauling of the greenhouses that was com- 
menced three (3)  years ago. There are a few buildings yet to be finished. 
The work has been done in such a manner that we believe it will last. The 
joints of all of the woodwork were white-leaded before framing, and all exc 
posed angle iron, except trusses and rafters, have been replaced or covered 
by concrete. 
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-1 large amount of glass was broken by the explosioli at Black Ton1 
Island. Fortunately this happened in the summer so that there was no 
injury to the plants from exposure. 

A number of important gifts of plants were made durrng the year by 
 individual^, and a number of valuable exchanges were effected with other 
departments. All the camelias and azaleas received a thorougl; cleaning 
and re-potting and are showing a splendid iinprovemcnt in growth and 
flowering. The growing and bedding plant activities resulted in an increase 
of stock and impro~renlent in quality. There were also Increases 1x1 tlle out- 
put of the cold frames. The nursery and stock ground was extended and 
improved, and the approach to the greetlhouses from the nebv .\,'ergola was 
ornainented by parterres of very carefully selected plants. The banks and 
entrance were profusely planted with rhododendrons and ortlarnental shrubs. 
In addition to the care and development of the plants in the exhibition 
houses the following were grown in the propagating housei and frames : 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Plants raised by cutting and seedings.. 32,500 
Summer bedding plants.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  90,000 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Flowering and decorative plants. 11,130 
Bulbs and roots. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  35,000 

168,630 

Flower Garden. 
The Easter Flower Show, and the Chrysanthemum Show in the Fall 

attracted thousands of people. On Easter Sunday twenty-seven thousand 
five hundred (27,500) people visited the display. A display was also made 
at Christmas time of Poinsettias and other appropriate flowers. All of the 
shrubs on the surrounditl~ banks of the Formal Flower Garden were ex- 
tensively cultivated and renewed by the addition of fresh stock. 'The man- 
ner of planting the three (3)  large flower beds next to the Terrace vvas 
changed from former years, and all during the summer they contained hand- 
some examples of every intricate carpet bedding which appeared to be great- 
ly admired. ,i portion of the Old Fashioned Garden was set asldc as a 
Shakespearian Garden in connection with the Ter-Centennial Shakeqpeare 
celebration. 

Near the Flower Garden, at the lJincoln Road Entrance, we have a 
work yard, including about one hundred (100) hot house frames. In con- 
junction with our efforts to increase the growing operations we decided to 
enlarge this yard and take advantage of all the available area for the es- 
tablishment of a small nursery in which to develop cuttings of srnaniental 
shrubs and vines for ground cover. In preparing this plot we installed a 
thorough system of drainage by use of agricultural tile, and then prepared 
the soil by intensive cultivation. We also established at this point a Model 
Back Yard Garden. A small space was set aside for a State Tree Exhibit in 
cooperation with the New York State Conservation Commission, W e  also 
built a small greenhouse to use in bringing into bloom some early varieties 
of chrysanthemums for display in the flower garden. Among others we pro- 
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duced three (3 )  specimeii plants of "l'acific Stlprenie," each plant lial-iiig 
froin three to four hundred blossoms. 111 this ~ a r d  were gronii, and from 
it me plaiitecl in outside flower beds, o \e r  one hundred thirty tliousand 
( 130,000) flowers, plants and chrubs, and about five tliousand (5,000) 
vines for ground cover. From this station we also  r re pared and distributed 
about one hundred seventy thousand (170,000) t t~l ip  aiid other bulbs fo r  
planting in flower beds tliroughout the systen?. 

Rose Garden and Vale of Cashmere. 

Early in tlie Spring soil was removed fro111 twenty-four (21) of the 
fifty (50) large beds ill the flower garden to the depth of two (2) feet atid 
replaced by fresh soil. ,4 subsec]uelit planting produced a noilclerful pro- 
fusion of bloom, and all during the season tlie three thousand (3,000) rose 
bushes were in spleiiciicl condition. Perfect examples of the ht~ndreds of 
varieties mere procluced. Special attention \$-as gixen to the cultivation 
and replacelllent of slirubs in tlie Vale of Cashn~ere, and to the aquatic 
plants in the pool, as well as to the three (3) pools in the Rose Garden. 

Menagerie. 

Iii coni1ectioil 1~7ith the gift to t l ~ e  Departmelit of the first sectioil of the 
i ic~v Menagerie Building it was necessary for the Departinelit to supple- 
nietlt the v;ork included in the gift by a substantial amoutit of work. Con- 
crete floors for animal's cages were built. Iilstallation of electric wiring 
and fixtures ; painting tile inside of tlie building and cages ; changiiig pluinb- 
ing and heating fixtures, and making cement floors in the basenlent. I t  was 
also necessary to do a good deal of ~ v o r k  in conilection ~v i th  securing proper 
approaches and exits to the building. The  old carriage sheds adjoining the 
Dairy Cottage were removed, together with soille of the temporary cages. 
The bear and wolf cages were connected by a11 adequate sen el- with the main 
sewer in the park, and water lines and electric conduit for the new lbuilding 
were installed. At the sides of rnany of the walks in the vicinity of the 
Menageric Euildiilg walls were built of heavy boulders to retain the bank.. 
After conipletion of the walls the banks mere refilled, top coiled, and pre- 
pared for sodding. 

A t  the Menagerie we care for and h a ~ e  oil exhibition three hundred 
and severity (370) specimc~is represei~ting the follon,ing varieties or families : 

92 Cloven hoof animals 
9 Reptiles. 

14 Bears. 
137 Rodents. 

3 Cats (lions, leopards, etc.). 
52 Birds. 
33 Fo\vl. 
18 Dog family 
2 S ~ v i ~ i e  family. 

Forty (40) animals ailti birds were presented to the 3lenagerie during 
the year. 
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Wild Life. 

To promote wild life in Prospect Park, two hundred and fifty Squirrel 
Houses were set up on the trees, and the little animals received weekly dur- 
ing cold weather an allowance of 150 pounds of food material. 

One hundred and twenty-seven Bird Houses were distributed through 
various sections of the park, chiefly a t  the entrance ways, on the Peninsula 
and on the Lake Islands. 

Thirty-two suet oxes and a number of half cocoanuts filled with seed 
were put up for Winter feeding. A number of shrubs bearing attractive 
bird food were planted on the islands of Prospect Lake. I t  is hoped by 
these methods that the number of song bird9 frequenting Prospect Park may 
be increased at a11 seasons. 

Bridle Path and Roads. 

The main roadways inside of Prospect Park were extensively resur- 
faced during the year by contract. The West Drive, from the main en- 
trance to Lincoln Road, comprised one contract. The work done consisted 
of the removal of the asphalt binder and several inches of the crown, and 
resurfacing with asphalt. Another contract covered the principal part ot 
the West Drive from Third street to the Circle. A third contract involved 
the rebuilding of the road and waterproofing over the Terrace Bridge. 

A new roadway was,constructed for the purpose of securing a suitable 
automobile and carriage approach to the Menagerie. For this purpose we 
enlarged that part of the Bridle Path from the East Drive to the Menagerie, 
this section being no longer required as bridle path after the opening of 
the separate entrance for equestrians. The building of this road required 
the removing and transplanting of a number of good sized trees and hand- 
ling a large amount of material. After the road was constructed it was 
given a surface coating of tarvia. 

The work of planting trees, shrubs and vines for ground cover was 
very active, both in the Spring and Fall. As already indicated the banks 
enclosing the work yard a t  the Duck Pond were very heavily planted. In- 
side the entrance at  the Park Circle all of the old plantations were re- 
newed and very greatly extended, as were also plots adjacent to the stable 
and storehouse. The banks along Ninth avenue received a large number of 
additional shrubs. An extensive plantation of Rosa Wichuriana was made 
on the bank at the Third street entrance, and important work was done 
throughout the park in reforestation in the woodland areas. During the 
year there were planted in the park one thousand five hundred ninety-four 
(1,594) trees; thirteen thousand three hundred ninety-three (13,393) 
shrubs and vines. Three hundred thirty-nine (339) trees and seven hun- 
dred seventy (770) shrubs were transplanted. All of the lawns in Prospect ' 



Park were fertilized, and most of the ground around the trees and shrubs, 
where on account of shade and unsatisfactory soil conditions it has been 
difficult to maintain the grass, was fertilized and cultivated. 

Next year being the fiftieth anniversary of the opening of Prospect Park 
it is our plan and expectation that the lawns, trees and shrubs, as well as 
the buildings and structures, shall be in excellent condition. 

General Improvements. 

Contracts were let for taking up, water-proofing and restoring the roof 
of the extension to the Boat House, and the repairing of the tile roof to the 
main building, also for restoring the plaster and repainting the interior of 
the upper floor of the boat house. Extensive repairs were made to the 
Memorial Arch at the Park Plaza. The angle iron supports of the massive 
bronze figures of the Quadranda had become exposed to the weather, and 
were so badly rusted that it was necessary to remove, replace and reinforce 
them in order to make the figures safe. The contractor did not complete his 
work, and it was necessary for departmental forces to complete it. I n  addi- 
tion the whole monument received a thorough repointing. 

A wrought iron picket fence along Ocean and Parkdale avenues, from 
the Willink entrance to the Circle, was installed about twenty-five years 
ago, and the bottom of the pickets and the lower rail had in many places 
rusted to such an extent that extensive repairs were called for  in order to 
avoid the necessity of a new fence. We employed the system which we had 
developed last year in restoring fences of this character and built a concrete 
curbing along the base of the four thousand six hundred (4,600) feet of 
fencing, and after the iron work had been repainted the fence is as good as 
new and presents a better appearance than it did even when new. 

Important extensions were made to the main irrigation system of the 
park by continuing the four-inch (4") main, and the installation of hydrants 
at the Menagerie Hill, and in the vicinity of the Picnic House and Litchfield 
Mansion. 

A t  the shelter at the Willink entrance a very substantial screen and 
seats of a suitable design to harmonize with the architecture of the build- 
ing were installed to divide the covered space in the center of the building 
from the entrance to the toilets. Very extensive repairs were made to the 
men's and women's comfort stations at the main gate of Prospect Park. 
These stations are below the surface of the ground. The water-proofing 
of the walls had deteriorated and it was necessary, in the case of the women's 
comfort station, to build an area around three sides of the building and then 
make the whole water-proof. In the case of the men's toilet it was neces- 
sary to reconstruct the roof, and then reset all of the marble slabs forming 
the interior trim of the walls, as well as to replace many of the fixtures. The 
toilets at the Picnic House were removed from the upper floor to the base- 
ment in accordance with the plans prepared for extensive alterations to this 
building. The men's toilets formerly occupying one end of the shop were 



re~iloved to a ne\v location more conveniently qituated, with reference to the 
public at  the raslerly end of the \table. 

Xew b u b b l ~  iountains were placed at  the Uenagerie and a t  the Croquet 
Shelter ffousr. The pool under the falls a t  the head waters of the brook lisle 
xvas thorougldy clearled of all unuck and decajing vegetable matter, and the 
eritire broolc line had a thorough 01-erhaulrng and cleaning. During the 
Spring the Bay on the lalie adjacent to the Ford Bridge waq shut off from 
the lake by tlie darn alld the water In the Bay pumped out, and then the muclr 
remo\led from the bottom The  amount secured was about two thousand 
(2,000) cubic:: j a d s ,  and this material was carted to the work yard in the 
Duck Pond <>ection for use in rnahing compost. The original experinlent 
a year ago i r~  rnal\it~g compost \\as so succe~sful that me decided to mater- 
ially increase our effort in this directio~i, anl two piles \%ere set up. T4-e 
produced about three thousand SIX hundred (.3,6OOj cublc yards. This pro- 
~ i d e d  fert~lizer far  all of Proipect Park, a.; n el? as for a larg? number of the 
small p a r k ,  and for all of the t ~ e e  planting operations. 

.\, lien ~ v o r k  and storage yard was locatctl back of the greenhouses for 
the use of the ttien having charge of the Tennis Field and ndjoirlillg sec- 
tions of the park A new tool t~ou ie  w ~ t h  lockers for the men was erected 
add a large lluatitity of leates collected In the yard for fertilizer. 

_ I t  the Ninth street entra~icc~ n o r k  has been cornme~iced by the contrac- 
tor ha\ ing charge of the masonry work involved in the building of the Lafa- 
~ e t t e  llonunrent This is to be a gift to the citj by bequest of the late Henry 
E-iarteau arid is be~tig coii~tructe(1 according to a design by Mr. 1)aliiel Ches- 
ter Freticli 'I'he impressive rrionunieiit is t ( ~  he co~npleted in a few months. 

The filling arid grading operations coiinrcting Duck Isla~zd to the nlain 
land at  tlie F'enlilsula \vas co~lipleted and exterl~ioxls made to storm <ewers at 
this point 

The sliore line of the lake was practically restorcd throughout. The 
cobble s m ~ e  xvall was rebu~lt  and back-filled. 

SKATING AND COASTING. 

ir, a~:tSlt~on to the areas flooded in man;: of the small parks and play- 
ground5 ior sl<ati~zg, special atteiitioti was p r e n  to inlprove skating con- 
ditions on Prospect Park lake S e w  methods were d e ~  ised for the ex- 
peditious a t ~ d  econom~cal cleanlng of the snow, and an ~nteresting experi- 
ment was niade in Aoodi~ig the Ice at  ~zigllt v i th  a temperature below 20" 
Fahresiheit for the purpose of reiurfaclrlg arid increasing the thichness of 
the Ice. For this purpose we used water from the mains, and the resulx 
was so stlccessful that a centritugal pump of large capacity Lvas purchasetl 
to use or1 future occasiolis Three (3) Ici: Carnivals were gi\en duriilg 
the \vintcr. The ice was illum~nated by huridreds of Chinese lanterns, and 
on IT-aslii~lgtosiys birtliday and Net%- Year', E,\e the Boat House and bridges 
mere decor;~~ed with flags and banners. 



13y the extension of the water mains at  Menagerie Hill we were able 
with n ~ u c h  less difficulty to supply water for icing the hill for coasting. 
The slide increases in~popularity, and in spite of the fact that at  frecjuen: 

SKATING IN PROSPECT PARK 

intervals fully one hundred (100) sleds per minute leave fro111 the starting 
platform we thus far have had no accident. 

TREES AND SHRUBS. PARKS AND BOULEVARDS. 

In  addition to the planting of trees and shrubs, already mentioned, in 
the parks and playgrounds, all of the parkways have rece~ved careful at- 
tention. 

The lnost important planting operation on the parkways was the worS 
done on Bay Ridge Parkway. A t  the junction with Fort  Hamilton Park- 
way the ~ l ~ o u l ~ d s  for a distance of several hundred feet on each side of the 
roadway were regraded, fertilized and planted according to n carefully 
gtudied plan. The completion of this work makes a dciightftll improvement 
and suitably rnarks the comrnencemcnt of this driveway. 

111 the block betwecan Foul-th and Flit11 arenues the existing plantations 
\\-ere extended and improved nunlber of Lomhardy Poplars were planted 
on the heights near Fifth a\enue to screen the elevated railroad structure. 
-4 path was made leading to the Bay Ridge High School, and the stone 
wall at  the southern side of the parkxay was heavily planted with rhotlc- 
(lendsons. 
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For the above planting on Bay Ridge Parkway eleven hundred and 
seventy-one (1,171) trees and twenty-two hundred and thirty (2,230) 
shrubs were used. 

The grass plots a t  the lower end of Ocean Parkway were enclosed by 
pipe rail fences and the enclosure planted with shrubs. 

Summary of tvorlc on trees and shrubs in parks and parkways: 

Trees pruned . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,905 
Trees removed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  92 1 
Trees sprayed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,591 
Trees planted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,429 
Shrubs pruned . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12,097 
Shrubs planted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19,531 
Shrubs removed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,220 
Trees brushed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  390 
Tree Guards repaired . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  607 
Trees wired . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  198 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Shrubs transplanted 770 
T e e s  and shrubs cultivated.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21,323 
Holes dug . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,129 
Sods cut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8,100 
Sods laid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4,000 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Stumps rerno~ etl 47 
. . . . .  Trees transplanted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. 366 

CARE OF STREET TREES. 

During the past year the ~lsual  work of pruning, spraying, removi~ig 
dead tregs, treatment for disease, etc., has been carried on. In  the matter 
of pruning. owing lo the small force of Illen e~nployed compared with the 
amount of work to be done, it has beell possible to do but little more than 
to prune the individual trees for xvliich rccluests ha\-e been made by resi- 
dents. The pruning of the trees througliout the entire Borough, especially 
the removal of unsightly dead wood. brolien branches. etc., important as 
this work is, has had to be sidetracked to a large extent for the still more 
important worlc of corilbatillg insect pests and the special attention required 
to insure the healthy growth of young trets. All dead trees. however, have 
been systenlatically removed throughout the Ilorougl~. 

I n  the work of spraying, large sections have been properly cared for 
a t  least in the matter of that most unpleasaut enemy, the Tussocl; A1ot.h 
Caterpillar. Larger areas of the city were trcated than ever before, owing 
to the addition to our equipment of a second high-power spraying apparatuz. 
These machines are strikingly effective compared with our low-pressure 
pumps which depend lor  their power upon carbonic acid gas. 'The price 
of this gas has increased very greatly of late years, which malies this 
method of distributing the spraying liquid expensive. The largr tolume 



of liquid which can be applied by the high-power machines makes them 
very economical in the matter of time even for spraying low trees, and 
time is the important element both from the standpoint of cost and from the 
standpoint of the effectual destruction of insect pests. While our spraying 
season for  the Tussock hloth Caterpillar extends over a period of about 
six (6) weeks, the most effective work is done during the first week or ten 
days, while the caterpillars are young. 

Without doubt, the most important work carried on in the streets has 
been that of setting out young trees. This work has increased from year 
to year, until at last we are planting more trees in Brooklyn than are being 
removed, a most gratifying result, for it means that the Borough will at 
least hold its own in the matter of trees and not become the utterly barren 
city that was threatened a few years ago, when the number of trees re- 
moved was out of all proportion to the small number planted. This happy 
condition of affairs has been brought about through the Department taking 
in hand directly the planting of city street trees at the uniform price of 
$8 per tree. For this sum the Department provides tree, stake, wire guard, 
and top soil, with all incidental labor, and guarantees the tree for three 
years. Blocks of trees have been planted in various sections of the city, 50 

that all interested may see the'great value of such an improvement. 
Nearly seven hundred (700) trees were planted on Bedford Avenue 

between Eastern Parkway and Division Avenue, the most extensive work of 
the kind the city has yet undertaken exclusive of parkways. The species 
adopted for this avenue was the Oriental Plane, and the trees have shown 
a flourishing growth during the past season. Only nine (9) trees failed, 
two of which were poisoned by gas and five (5)  were destroyed by auto- 
mobiles. The openings in the sidewalk were made three by four (3  x4)  
feet for these trees, and the holes were increased in area to four by five 
(4 x 5)  feet at a depth of three (3) feet so as to hold about two (2) cubic 
yards of top soil. A 3"x 3" chestnut stake was used to support the tree, 
and it was protected by a gff mesh wire netting guard of No. 14 wire. 
Trees 2 to 2 s f f  in diameter were used for planting. 

SUMMARY OF CITY STREET TREE WORK. 

Trimmed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Removed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Sprayed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Scraped ................................... 
Planted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Dressed ................................... 
Guards repaired ........................... 
Cemented .................................. 
Holes dug ................................. 
Transplanted ............................... 



. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Manured 543 
Cultivated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15,230 
Walks cut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .: . . . . . . .  485 . 
Complaints rece~ved and attended to. .  ........ 7,806 

An account of the Department's efforts and results in the planting of 
street trees will be found earlier in this report. 

MAINTENANCE OF PARK ROADS. 

Owing to the excessive rains early in the season and continuing through 
July it was impracticable to do the worlc contemplated by our extensive 
road program as soon as desirable. As a result, the parkways, as well as 
the park drives, were in a very disturbed condition until late in the sum- 
mer. This condition was unsatisfactory for the Departmenr, and unfortu- 
nately for the public also. 

Our road program was large. In the first place, provision for this 
work has been limited for a number of years past; and, in the second place, 
the asphalt binder mat surfacing on a number of the important roadway3 
had worn out and had to be replaced. 

The pavements of the majority of the department roadways are of 3 
temporary nature, being in general old waterbound macadam or water- 
bound gravel roadways, surfaced with an asphalt mat which varies in 
thickness from % to of an inch, composed of asphalt oil, sand and stone 
chips, and which depends upon the elements and traffic for its proper 
taking up of mineral aggregate, its density and ultimate thickness. I t  
developed that this method of surfacing, which is still satisfactory upon 
roads where automobile traffic is light and conditions favorable, will soon 
have to be abandoned where automobile traffic is heavy and conditions of 
grade not the best, such as the East and West Drives of Prospect Park 
and sections of main roadway of Ocean Parkway. The above conclusions 
are brought forth by the following considerations: The service period of 
the asphalt mat on these roadways was from two to three years under 
traffic conditions as they existed three years ago; and as the motor vehicle 
traffic has more than doubled in the last three years, and is steadily in- 
creasing, it is obvious that the life of the asphalt mat is shortened to a 
little over one year, or practically made impossible of maintenance, except 
at a prohibitive cost. 

After departmental investigations of the various types of surfacing of 
temporary pavements subjected to considerable automobile traffice were 
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made, it was decided to try a tar-bound surface in place of the asphaltic 
mat. This type of surface, which is of a temporary nature and requires 
yearly renewal, can be applied at less expense than the asphalt mat;  and 
upon the roadways upon which it has been applied, viz.: Highland Park 
Drive, Bay Parkway, Menagerie Road, Prospect Park, two small drives, 



Prospect lJark, Avenue C intersection of Ocean Parkway, and traffic road 
of Ocean Parkway, it has so far proved satisfactory as an emergency 
treatment. 

I t  will be necessary for the City, in the very near future, to replace 
all temporary pavements on parkways where traffic is heavy, or where 
grade is excessive and sharp turns exist, with pavements of a permanent 
type. I t  is apparent that such temporary pavements, regardless of the type 
of surfacing, will soon be impossible of satisfactory maintenance from an 
economical standpoint and without subjecting the public to great incon- 
~enience at repair periods. 

During the year 1916 a new system of daily and final job reports for  
roadways was established, which will enable the Department to  accurate!^ 
determine the unit, maintenance and construction cost for each type of 
pavement and to properly chart all necesiary roadway data. 

Bay Parkway. 
Early in the season we  resurfaced the Drive from Ocean Parkway to 

64th Street, making temporary repairs to cover a very urgent situation. 
For this purpose we used five hundred (500) cubic yards of g" screenings ; 
one hundred (100) cubic yards of fine screenings, and' twelve hundred 
( 1,200) gallons of dust laying oil. 

Later in the year this part of the Drive was entirely resurfaced and 
regraded under contract. 

At the lower end extensive repairs were made of a temporary nature, 
from Cropsey Avenue to 80th Street. Fifty (50) cubic yards of %" screen- 
ings and two hundred and fifty (250) of tarvia were used in doing this 
work: 

The jnterseciion of Bay Parkway a t  66th Street was reconstructed, 
under contract, with six inches of new stone with tar top. 

Bay Ridge Parkway. 
This parkway-from Fort Hamilton to First Avenue-was patched 

with binder and screenings throughout the season. 

Bushwick Avenue. 
From Eastern Parkway Extension to Highland Bou1ev;lrd. The sheet 

asphalt pavement was repaired during the spring and fall of the year 
under contract guarantee. 

Dyker Beach Park Drive. 
This drive was patched during the spring of the year with asphalt 

binder, screenings and sand. 

Eastern Parkway. 
In  the spring of the year the excess crown on the main roadway at the 

Washington Avenue intersection was removed by Department forces and 
roadway surface replaced with asphalt binder, sand and screenings. The 



sheet asphalt pavements on the north and south traffic roads were repaired 
during the spring and fall. The repairs to these roadways were excep- 
tionally heavy, due to the large amount of traffic on accoun! of the main 
roadway being closed off for subway construction purposes. The repairs 
amounted to approximately 4,000 square yards. 

Eastern Parkway Extension. 

Pending the construction of new asphalt pavement on this roadway, 
emergency repairs were made in the late fall of the year from Ralph to 
Bushwick Avenue. 

Ocean ParkwXay. 

The main drive a t  Coney Island Hospital from Avenue " Y "  to the ' 

bridge, a distance of 1,700 feet, was regraded and resurfaced. For this nine 
hundred (900) cubic yards of 1%'' trap rock, five hundred (500) cubic 
yards of 94'' screenings, three hundred (300) cubic yards of fine screen- 
ings, five hundred (500) cubic yards of sand, and ten thousand (10,000j 
gallons of asphalt binder were used. 

The main drive from Avenue " C " to -4venue " H," a distance of 475 
feet, was regraded and resurfaced where necessary. Parts of the surface 
were in good condition and were not disturbed. About 75% of the area 
was repaired. For this purpose we used two hundred and fifty (250) cubic 
yards of %" screenings, two hundred and fifty (250) cubic yards of sand, 
and sixteen thousand nine hundred (16,900) gallons of asphalt binder. At 
Avenue F the intersection was rebuilt, and at this point we used twenty 
(20) cubic yards of 1%" trap rock,-and ten (10) cubic yards g" screen- 
ings. 

In the late fall of 1916 the entire main roadway from Park Circle to 
Coney Island was thoroughly gone over and patched with tarvia and stone 
chips. 

The Traffic Road from Coney Island Concourse to Neptune Avenue, 2 
distance of two thousand (2,000) feet, was entirely remade. The roadbed 
was scarified, regraded and resurfaced. For  this job we required one 
thousand (1,000) yards of 1%" trap rock, two hundred (200) yards of 
fine screenings, one hundred and sixty-six (166) yards of 5/s" screenings, 
and ten thousand (10,000) gallons of tarvia. 

Another stretch of the Traffic Road from Kings Highway south, for a 
distance of 875 feet, was also scarified and remade as above. For this 
job we used two hundred fifty (250) cubic yards of 1%'' trap rock, eighty- 
five (85) yards of %" screenings, fifty (50) yards of fine screenings and 
two hundred fifty (250) gallons of tarvia. 

Early in the season we put down a t  the intersection of Avenue " C," as 
an experiment, a very carefully constructed macadam road surfaced with 
tarvia. This intersection is subjected to very heavy mixed traffic, and after 
observing the manner in which this piece of the roqdway stood up, we 
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decided to use the tar in resurfacing the two stretches of traffic road, as 
above indicated. 

The Speedway, from Avenue J to Kings Highway, was entirely re- 
graded and resurfaced. The Speedway is a mile and a half long. For this 
job we required three hundred (300) cubic yards of loam and one hundred 
(100) cubic yards of sand. 

The Bridle Road of Ocean Parkway was regularly harrowed and 
shaped throughout the year, additional sand being spread on same when 
necessary. 

The Cycle paths were lightly coated with limestone screenings where 
necessary and surface regulated throughout the year. 

The sheet asphalt traffic road on Ocean Parkway, between Park Circle 
and Kings Highway was repaired under contract in the fall of the year, 
the quantity of work being approximately 250 square yards of replacements. 

In  co-operation with the Police Department, we built and erected two 
(2) attractive patrol boxes a t  Avenue " C "  and Avenue " J." 

The entire bridge over Coney Island Creek was replanked with three- 
inch yellow pine. 

L 

Parkside Avenue. 
The sheet asphalt pavement on this roadway was repaired, under con- 

tract, in the late Fall of the year. The quantity of work performed was 
approximately 100 square yards. 

Pennsylvania Avenue. 
The sheet asphalt pavement on this roadway, between Jamaica and 

Belmont avenues, was repaired under contract during the Spring and Fall 
of the year, the quantity of work being approximately 75 square yards. 
The Belgian block pavement on the remainder of this roadway was ad- 
justed during the year by Department forces. 

Prospect Park. 
The East Drive from the main entrance to Lincoln Road, approximately 

15,000 square yards, was resurfaced and coated with asphalt binder and 
sand under contract. The work included the removal of the excess crown 
over the entire roadway, which averaged approximately six inches in depth 
for the whole area. Thc surplus material removed by the contractor in 
carrying out this work has since been used by the Department in construct- 
ing a roadway from the East Drive to the Zoo; two small departmental 
traffic roads from the Duck Pond to the East Drive; and for  patching the 
Eastern Parkway Extension and Fort Hamilton Avenue. On sections of 
the West Drive, aggregating 20,000 square yards in area, the old asphalt 
binder was removed, the surface regulated and again covered with asphalt 
binder and sand under same contract as the East Drive work. The re- 
mainder of the roadways in Prospect Park were patched throughout the 
year by department forces. The old Bridle Road, from Zoo to East Drive, 



was thoroughly cleaned, scarified and shaped and put in very good condition 
during the Fall of the year. A new bridle road, 3,400 feet in length, from 
the Prospect Park Plaza to the Zoo, via Flatbush Avenue, old Duck Pond, 
and new tunnel, was constructed by the Department during the Spring 
and Fall of the year. Surfacing material used in this work was secured 
from the old roadways during repair periods. Section of the roadway pave- 
ment in front of the stables, store yards, which was in very bad condition, 
was replaced with Belgian block pavement and bridge stones by Depart- 
ment forces during the Summer. The section of the roadway on the E a s ~  
Drive over the new tunnel was reconstructed as a tar top road by Depart- 
ment forces in the late Fall of the year. Great difficulty was experienced 
in this work on account of the frosty condition at that time; the quantity 
of material used being as follows : 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 g" trap rock 125 cu. yds. 
Fine trap rock screenings. . . . . .  : . . . . . . . . . . .  35 cu. yds. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tarvia 20 barrels 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Trap rock chips 10 cu. yds. 

Prospect Park Plaza. 
The asphalt block pavement on this plaza was repaired in the Spring 

and Fall of the year, the amount of work performed being approximately 
120 square yards of replacements. 

Shore Road. 
The roadway from Bay Ridge Avenue for a distance of eight hundred 

(800) feet north was regraded and resurfaced. For this purpose we used 
. two hundred fifty (250) cubic yards of s/s" screenings, fifty (50) cubic 

yards of sand, and fifteen hundred (1,500) gallons of asphalt binder. At 
the intersection of Bay Ridge Avenue we resurfaced the driveway. For 
this we used twenty (20) cubic yards of 1%'' trap rock, four (4) yards 
of %" and six (6) yards of fine screenings, together with one hundred 
fifty (150) gallons of tarvia. This intersection was put down early in the 
season as an experiment similar to the one at Ocean Parkway and Ave- 
nue " C." 

To improve the drainage a t  Bay Ridge Avenue a storm sewer was con- 
ctructed about one hundred fifty (150) feet in length. 

Along the banks of the Shore Road leading to the newly filled-in ground 
back of the sea wall, five (5) trails were constructed, each about two hull- 
dred (200) feet long and five (5) feet wide. For this we required one 
hundred (100) cubic yards of earth fill, and in many places we built rustic 
retaining walls and handrails, also necessary steps and ramps. 

On the lower level the newly filled ground which we gradkd and 
seeded last Fall presented a greatly inlproved appearance. Late this Fall 
we commenced the further cultivation of this tract at Bay Ridge Avenue. 
but were unable to finish on account of the cold weather. 
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Highland Parkway. 

The hill at the eastern end of Highland Parkway was entirely re- 
surfaced from Jamaica Avenue to the brick pavement at  the westerly end 
of Highland Park. Three hundred (300) feet of this stretch was also 
regraded. For this job we used ninety-five (95) cubic yards of lgf' trap 
rock, three hundred (300) cubic yards of s/s", and fifty-seven (57) cubic 
yards of fine screenings, together with thirty-two hundred fifty (3,250) 
gallons of tarvia. All the hand rail and wrought iron picket fence at  the 
Vermont Street bridge was repainted. 

Park Circle. 

Very careful consideration was given to a plan for rearranging the 
Park Circle for the purpose of improving traffic conditions, and also .the 
appearance of the plaza by replacing a large part of the unused area in 
the centre by a circular grass plot enclosed by curbing. 

In  accordance with the above plan, a circular plot 220 feet in diameter 
was enclosed by concrete curb. Subsequently the balance of the paved 
area was regraded and resurfaced. Both of these jobs were by contract. 

Inside of the Circle a large amount of gravel and other material from 
the old roadbed had to be excavated in order to provide for top soiling. 
About one-half of this work was done hy Departmental ic~rces, and the 
balance will be completed early in 1917, when the whole area will be turned 
into a grass plot with trees around the circumference. 

For t  Hamilton Parkway. 

Owing to the fact that the question of jurisdiction on Fort Hamilton 
is still unsettled, and as we had no funds for taking care of the street, 
the situation on this important thoroughfare was extremely unsatisfactory 
all through the year. In  order to overcome absolutely dangerous condi- 
tions we filled a number of holes and depressions at street intersections, 
using for this purpose one hundred (100) cubic yards of trap rock. 

CORPORATE STOCK CONSTRUCTIOlN WORK. 

Shore Road. 

The contract for furnishing and depositing 250,000 cubic yards of 
earth filling back of the sea wall along the Shore Road, between 94th Street 
and Fort Hamilton Avenue, at a cost of $44,793, which was begun in 1915, 
was completed in August, 1916. The contract for furnishing and de- 
positing an additional 30,000 cubic yards of earth filling for filling in the 
gullies along the banks was begun in, June, 1916, and completed in October, 
1916, at a cost of $10,712.10. With the completion of these two contracts all 
of the l&ds formerly under water between the sea wall and the banks 
of the Shore Road has been filled in up to a level of approximately six feet 



above mean high water, with the exception of a strip approximately one 
thousand feet long at the foot of 94th Street. This area is to be left 
unfilled for the present and may be used for recreation purposes. The 
work on the contracts for the construction of a comfort station and shelter 
house situated a t  Third Avenue and the Shore Road was begun in October, 
1916, and the work is approximately 50% completed at the beginning of 
1917. The cost of this work is $6,853. The contract for furnishing and 
placing 10,000 tons of rip rap along the Shore Road, between Latting Place 
and Fort Hamilton, for reinforcing the rip rap foundation of the existing 
sea wall, was completed in October, 1916, at a cost of $2,205.74. 

Dreamland Park. 

The work on the contract for the removal of the old timber steamboat 
pier and four timber jetties in front of Dreamland Park was continued 
during 1916 and is now approximately 95% completed. The work on this 
contract has progressed slowly owing to the difficulty of the nature of the 
work involved. The contract for extending seven timber groynes at Dream- 
land Park, exclusive of wooden piles at a cost of $2,136, was awarded by 
the Park Board on November 23, 1916. This contract provides for the 
extension of the existing groynes in order to provide proper protection to 
the beach and to aid in the further reclamation of the beach. An order was 
authorized by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment for building up 
and reinforcing of existing groyne in the Park, at a cost of $684.85. The 
work was completed in May, 1916. 

Bushwick Playground. 

The contract for constructing a concrete retaining wall along the north 
boundary line of Bushwick Playground, between Knickerbocker and Irving 
avenues, was awarded by the Park Board on September 14, 1916, in the 
amount of $4,818. This work was held in abeyance pending the completior! 
of the work on Woodbine Street under the jurisdiction of the President 
for the Borough of Brooklyn, but the work will be begun in 1917 as soon as 
weather conditions permit. 

Prospect Park. 

The contract for the construction of reinforced concrete tunnel under 
the East Drive near the Willink entrance, Prospect Park, was awarded by 
the Park Board on June 1, 1916, at a cost of $11,350, and the work was 
begun on July 11, 1916. The work is practically completed at the beginning 
of 1917. The tunnel provides a passage underneath the East Drive for the 
new section of bridle road entering the Park on Flatbush Avenue and con- 
necting with the old bridle road near the Menagerie. The contract for the 
construction of vitrified pipe sewers in the old duck pond section of Pros- 
pect Park, in the amount of $1,068, was completed on December 9, 1916. 
The construction of these sewers was made necessary in connection with the 



construction of the reinforced concrete tunnel and the new bridle road. 
During the past year the irrigation and water supply system in Prospect 
Park was extended by installing two-inch water-pipe lines at the Tennis 
Building and to supply the old-fashioned flower garden north of the Litch- 
field Mansion, and a line of four-inch cast iron pipe was installed near the 
Menagerie Building. The cost of this work was $898.25. In connection 
with the construction of the tunnel under the East Drive the twelve-inch 
cast iron water main was reconstructed at a cost of $470. Plans and speci- 
fications for a small comfort station in Prospect Park near the 15th Street 
Plaza were completed, but the work has been postponed at the request of 
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment. 

Dyker Beach Park. 
The preparation of plans and specifications for the filling in of the 

marshy land at  Dyker Beach Park, for which an appropriation of $93,000 
was authorized by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, has been 
under way, and the contract for this work will be transmitted to the Board 
of Estimate and ~ ~ ~ o r t i o n n i e n t  for approval early in 1917, so that the work 
can be started as soon as weather conditions permit in the Spring. 

~ a s t e G  Parkway Extension. 
The preparation of plans and specifications for the improvement of 

Eastern Parkway Extension, between Ralph Ayenue and Busllwick Avenue, 
including the construction of new asphaltic concrete pavement on a concrete 
foundation, the construction of malls in the center of existing parkway and 
other incidental work, for which an apprcpriation of $120,00C) was author- 
ized by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, has been in progress 
and the contract for this work will be forwarded to the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment for approval early in 1917. 

Brooklyn Botanic Garden. 
The work on the contracts for the erection of the Laboratory Building 

and Greenhouses, in the amount of $164,725, which was begun early this 
year, has progressed satisfactorily and it is expected that all of the work 

- 
will be completed in 1917. The Children's Garden House for use in con- 
nection with the farm gardens in the southerly extension of the Brooklyil 
Botanic Garden has been completed under contract at a cost of $6,408. 
Plans and specifications for additional greenhouses in the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden were approved by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment on 
August 16, 1916, at an estimated cost of $11,000. The contract for  the 
construction of a Rock Garden was completed early in the year at  a cost 
of $1,349. 

Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences. 
An appropriation of $400,000 for the completion of additions " F " and 

" G " of the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences was authorized by the 



Board of Estimate and Apportionment on December 28, 1916, and the 
aration of plans and specifications for this work is now under way. 

Betsy Head Playground. 

The contract for  the construction of concrete gutter and curb, vitrified 
drains and concrete coping, and wrought iron picket fences in the Children's 
Playground, Betsy Head Memorial Playground was completed on August 
14, 1916, a t  a cost of $1,726.48. The contract for the construction of a 
cypress arbor and railing along the walk on the north side of the Children's 
Playground, Betsy Head Memorial Playground was completed on August 
24, 1916, at a cost of $1,700. The contract for the erection and completion 
of playground apparatus in the playground and athletic field, Betsy Head . 
Memorial Playground was completed on Jitly, 27, 1916, a t  a cost of $1,125. 

MUSEUMS O F  T H E  BROOKLYN I N S T I T U T E  O F  ARTS A N D  
SCIENCES. , 

The Central Museum on Eastern Parkway, the Children's Museum in 
Bedford Park and the Brooklyn Botanic Garden are under the general 
management of the Trustees of the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences. 
They receive appropriations from the CiJy for maintenance, but their col- 
lections are provided for entirely from private sources. The construction 
work is done through the Department of Parks and the bills are audited 
through this Department. 

Central Museum. 

The situation with reference to the unfinished condition of sections " F " 
and " G " of the Museum building remained unchanged physically during 
the year 1916, but on December 8, 1916, the Board of Estimate, upon the 
application of the Commissioner of Parks and the Trustees of the Brooklyn 
Institute of Arts and Sciences, approved an appropriation of $400,000 to 
finish these sections and turn them over to the Trustees for Museum pur- 
poses. The plans submitted by the Architects are to be taken under im- 
mediate consideration and the work is to be pushed with all possible dispatcl~, 
so as to meet the demand for space for the installation of the rapidly grow- 
ing Museum collections and to provide for the circulation and convenience 
of a public which, in view of the imminent completion of the subway ex- 
tension on the Eastern Parkway, will untloubtedly grow into large figures. 
This is also foreshadowed by the record of the last two years; 446,109 
visitors were counted during 1916, as against 355,318 the previous year, 
which in itself was a gain of nearly 100,000 over the year 1914. The wid- 
ening activities of the Museum and the corresponding increase in the 
Museum's treasures has thus attracted more of public attention than ever 

' and proved of the best educational value to the community 



Every department of the Museum has felt the impulse of the larger 
growth. The Library of the Museum, with its collection of books and 
periodicals, increased to over 23,000 volumes, together with the Print Gal- 
lery, which is now in successful operation, attracted an atendance of 38,475 
visitors during the year 1916. 

The services of the Docent are in constant demand by the children of 
the public schools, who attend in classes accompanied by their teachers, and 
her aid is frequently sought by groups of adults who desire to study the 
Museum's collections under intelligent guidance. The total number of chil- , 
dren visiting the Museum for talks in the galleries during the year 1916 
was 7,043, with 291 teachers. A feature which has encouraged the attend- 
ance of children has been the establishment of lectures illustrated with 
motion pictures of a kind specidly selected for them. 

In  connection with the School Art League, lectures were given in the 
auditorium on Saturday mornings. The total attendance of children for 
these and the other lectures held a t  the Museum during the year was 5,421. 

Important lectures on Japanese art were also given in the auditorium 
under the direction of the Curator of the Department of Ethriology, who 
has also installed the Avery collection of Chinese enamels-one of the finest 
in the world-in a special gallery richly adorned after the Chinese manner. 

On January 29, 1916, the Swedish National Fine Arts Exhibit from the 
Panama-Pacific Exposition was inaugurated in the Museum and continued 
for five weeks to an extraordinary atendance of 141,256. Of this number 
over 22,000 witnessed the motion pictures of Swedish life which were shown 
in the auditorium of the Museum during the continuance of the art exhibi- 
tion in the galleries. 

Another special exhibition of great importance was held during the 
month of December itl the Museum's galleries, namely, the paintings of the 
distinguished Spanish artist, Ignacio Zuloaga. 

Among the important accessions in the Department of Fine Arts for 
the year were: 

An altar-piece representing a Madonna with cherubs by Bernar- 
dino Luini. 

Portrait of Col. Isaac Barre by Gilbert Stuart. 
Portrait of Prof. Hooper by Joseph Boston. 
Landscape by Alder Weir. 
Portrait-Anita Ramirez, in black, by the distinguished Spanish 

artist Ignacio Zuloaga. 

Gifts of sculpture from Frederic B. Pratt, George D. Pratt and Mrs. 
Benjamin Prince. 

Colonial and early American furniture. 
A large and valuable collection of Egyptian antiquities with a 

library of 2,500 volumes accompanying the same, froin Mrs. Edwin 
H. Blashfield, Miss Theodora Wilbour and Mr. Victor Wilbour. 



In the Print Gallery during the past year there were successiye exhibi- 
tions of interesting collections, among which were: the Swedish Prints 
(Print section of the Swedish Art Exhibition), Memorial Exhibition of 
the wood engravings of Henry Wolf; Japanese prints; French wood en- 
gravings by Alfred and Fanny Prunaire; and the exhibit of the Brooklyn 
Society of Etchers. 

I n  the Department of Natural Sciences a special gallery illustrating the 
bird life of Long Island was fitted up and opened to the public. Several 
realistic habitat groups were also installed, such as the Bahama coral group; 
flight of gulls at sea; a group of sharks cast from specimens caught on the 
south shore of Long Island, etc. 

In  the month of 'September, owing to the postponement of the opening 
of the schools due to the prevalence of infantile paralysis in Brooklyn, a: 
the instance of the Board of Education, a Teachers' Institute was held a t  
the Museum attended by 1,000 teachers L day from-Districts 33 and 35. 
The occasion proved profitable and enjoyable both to the teachers and to 
the Museum authorities. 

Children's Museum. 

At  the Children's Museum the attendance was increased over that of 
the previous year in spite of the epidemic, which lasted for three months 
during the season when the children ordinarily are accustomed to use the 
Children's Museum and the adjoining Bedford Park in large numbers. The 
epidemic practically put an end to the presence of children in the Museum 
during this period. Nevertheless, the total attendance for the year was 
187,612, an increase of 1,848 over the year 1915. 

Two thousand and five teachers visited the Children's Museum during 
the year 1916 and many loans of specimens for study were sent out to the 
public schools. 

The Library at the Children's Museum, with its collections of books 
on history, nature study and art, was used by 50,512 children, a striking 
testimony of its usefulness as a department of the Museum. 

The presentation of the geographical niodels to the Children's Museum 
in 1914 has been followed by the establishment of a woman's auxiliary as- $ 

sociation whose purpose it is to aid in the increase of the Children's Museum 
collections. With that end in view they obtained the enthusiastic support 
of the combined women's clubs of Brooklyn, and raised a fund from which 
a series of geographical models were made by Dwight Franklin and at 
present occupy an entire room in the Children's Museum. 

Brooklyn Botanic Garden. 

During 1916 the development of the grounds in the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden has gone forward, covering grading and soil improvement of the 
south addition, including the laying out of children's gardens on their per- 
manent location bordering the Brighton Beach railroad cut, the construction 



and planting of border n~ounds along the Flatbush Avenue and Malbone 
Street fence lines, the extension of the brook to a point near the southwest 
gate, and the erection of the special children's building. During the year 
a rock garden was laid out and partly planted. 

During the year the laboratory building and plant houses along Wash- 
ington Avenue have progressed well toward completion and ii; is anticipated 
that these buildings can be dedicated during April, 1917. The completion 
of these buildings, the erection of the children's building, the constructioll 
of the rock garden and other developmental work has been made possible 
by the generous gift of $100,000 by citizens of Erooklyn, supplementing ap- 
propriations by the city of corporate stoclc of a like amount. 

During 1916 over 2,600 children and adults registered for courses of 
instruction at the Garden, and the work of public education reached a total 
of ~learly 40,000 persons. Over 300 special lectures have been given at the 
Garden to classes accompanied by their teachers from public and private 
qchools, atid over 300 children have cultivated plots in our_children's gardens. 
The total attendance at the Garden for the year was nearly 363,000. 

Respectfully submitted, 

IIAYMOND V. TNGERSOLL, 
Covnt1lissi3~zer o f  Parks, 

lloic~~t!/h of Brooklyn, *Veal York  City.  


