




DEPARTMENT OF PARES, 
- - BOROUGH OF QUEEYS. 

December 26, 191.2 

@a@. Wu. J. GAYNO~, Mgyor: 

Dear Sir-En accordance with your. request I transmit herewith a cwdemed sum- 
mary of the work accornpli&ed by this Departspent during the year 1912. 

I have thought it wise, with your permission, to reserve a statement of the plans 
which I propose to carry out during the coming year, for the report gf the Park 
Bepartment, n w  in course of preparation. 

Respgctfully, 

WALTER G. ELIOT, 

Commissioner of Parks, 



."'OVERLOOK," THE BEGINNING OF THE ~ ~ M ~ N I S T R A T I O N  BUILDJNG, QUEENS PARK DEPT. 



Separated from former Brooklyn and Queens Department by chapter, 644, Laws oft 
1911, which became a law July 11, 1911. 

Walter G. Eliot, appointed Commissioner by Mayor, July 24, 1911. 
Tewporary headquarters, July 24, 1911, to December;. 1912, the Arsenal, C_entlal, 

Park, Manhattan. 
Departrflent separated and organized for distinct adminisiration with its own budget,. 

1st of January, 1912. Budget allowance, 1912, $165.123. 
Parks under his jurisdiction on 24th July, 1911, 11; a lw 4 street triangles. 
Park area under his jurisdicti~n July 24, 1918, 688.92 acres. 
Triangle areas undpr his jurisdiction July 24, 1911, .75 acqes. 
New park areas acquired in 1912, in acres, 312.50. 
Number of Gardeners to maintain parks in 1912, 16, 
Number of I,aboreas tp qaintain parks in 1912, 32. 

Work Done in 1912 as Follows. 

Designs ordered and completed by Landscape Architect for fol~owiog parks : Forest,< 
gissena, Linden, Rainey, Wayanda, Kings, Leavjtt, TeLwana ( p a r b l ) .  

Designs approved for administration building, to be located in Forest Park, A'ugus{ 
30, 1911. Plans and specifications for first part (hallway) of it approved and contract. 
lpt December 14 1911. Latter coq~ple+ed and occupie+ by Department, December 17q. 
v12. Site graded and sodded, road @proaches built. 

Seven thousq~d dead chestnut trqes felled!md remavd f roq  Forest Park, 
All existing roadways in Forest, Park repaisied and &&xted: 
'Tqrest Lodge" repaired aqd made serviceable, 

, Ponds c l ~ n e d ,  a# tipa& ayailaQjc for skating. 
Eighteen-holt, gqlf course, irpprqved and all, w s e s .  QS compl?int congrning iO, 

removed. 
New steel golf- lockers added in golf house. 
New cross5& watks and steps constructed. 
Two baseball- f i e l 4 ~  at. Myrtle and Woodhaven aves. laid out a n d  cantract let for 

9 e i r  cqqstwctiaa. 
Surveys, plans and specifications completed ior automobile roadways and returh 

drives, covering west half of Forest Park, ready for contract letting ahuh. December. 

31 
Temporary ban$- s t a d -  ercecte4 f c k ~  concerts in Pozesk Park. 
Three-quarters of a mile of Tungsten lamps installed in important cross roads, 

?$rough Forest Park. 
Four entrances to park widened and improved. Telephone service installed con- 

necting all principal parks. 
Greenhouses restockea-and entirely repainted and repaired; new hot frames con- 

structed; new water connections installed; reserve tank and tower constructed; tempo- 
rary forge, garage and carpenter.shop erected. New roads and approaches to ''Foresb 
Lodge" built, graded and surfaced. Linden Park, Corona, partly regraded, sodded, and 
qew walks now being built. 

Linden Park Pond, heretofore unsanitary, pumped dry and now being cleaned an& 
yylverted into one-acre lake. 

v ~ u s e d  Bridge Department toJl houses, 8 by 16 feet in size, securqd and,pbce& 
- q87 



one in Linden, one in Rainey, one in Upland and one in College Point Park for use as 
tool houses, etc., for Park Foremen. 

Rainey Park river-front protected by construction of solid concrete sea wall '560 
feet long, on stbaqueous found~tions. 

Kissena Lake Park improved and extensively cleared; approaches, banks, etc., 
plai~ted. Roads svrfaced extensively. Twenty-three acres of Police Farm added to it 
for development into athletic and recreation grounds in 1913. 

Pauper burial ground of two acres, in village of Queens, transferred t o  this 
Department, cleared, ploughed, monulnented and made ready for development and 
planting in the spring. Will hereafter be known as Wagapda Park. 

Leavitt Street Park, in Flushing, acqcired, and plans for its drainage by Sewer 
Department secured. Will be developed in 1913 into a neighborhood park and recrea- 
tion center. 

Upland Park, Jamaica, cleared and improved with new walks. 
Rockaway Park beach cleancd and kept clean, boardwalk extensively renewed, and 

in places repaired a$ far  as funds were available. I s  yet in very dangerous condi- 
tion. 

Maps being prepared for submission to the Mayor and Board af Estimate and 
Apportionment, showing location of present parks, and suggesting such future park- 
ways and parks as should be acquired in order to prevent acquisition of disconnected 
or less desirable sites by the City. 

A very efficient Bureau has been created for the care of street trees and for the 
study and development of our park trees and the improvement of the present nursery 
of 50,000 young trees, for future park and street planting. The nursery is one of the 
finest in the east. 

The excellent work of this Bureau has compietely stopped the unnecessary mutila- 
tion of street trees by the telephone 8nd electfie light $pnstructiov gangs, qnd such 
work is now supervised with perfect satisfact~on, both to these companies and to the 
Department. 

The original entrance door of the King8 Manor House, in Kings Park, Jamaica, 
has been restored, and the rotted roof is about to be repaired to stop destructive 
leaking. 

The so-called comfort facilities are both grossly inadequate and a diegrace to  rt 
civilized communitv. 

Plans and specifications were made and a contract advertised for the most economi- 
cal comfert station that would provide adequate facilities, together with a bandstand 
and shelter above it. The bids, however. exceeded by four or five thousand dollars the 
$10,000 appropriation available. This scm should be prov:ded without delay t h ~ t  con- 
struction m3y begin as soon as frost is out of the ground in the coming spring. 

Kissena Lake, Kings and Forest Parks are all without any comfort statisl~s \?;ha&- 
eyer, a condition that should not be tolerated for an instant. They can be built for 
about $13,000 to $15,000 each. They should not be built fo r  less if they are expected 
to be permanent and to serve their purpose properly. 

Extensive planting has been done to beautify the Queensboro Bridge Plaza and 
Kings Park. I t  has apparently given wide sltisfartion to both the press and the public 
~f their public expressions of approval mean anything. 

It  is hoped that the $10,000 working fund requested for each Borough by the present 
Park Conlmissioners, in their finaxcia1 estimate for 1913, will be granted, to enable 
them to begin the systemztic street tree planting requested by the Tree Planting 
Association, the cost of which is returned by assessment on the abutting owners. 

The matter is now being considered by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
Respectfully, 

WALTER G. ELIOT, 
C'onzmissiorre~ of Park 



@on. WILLIAM J .  GAYNOR, ma yo^, 
City Hall, New York. 

Sir-On July 24th, 1911, under a law enacted July Ilth, 1911, you appointed thq 
yndersigned Commissioner of Parks for the Borough of Queens, which by said law 
was separated as a department from the then ccmbined departments of parks for the 
~ o r o u g h s  of Brooklyn and Queens. I beg herewith to give you an account of the 
work which has been done and other work which is under way in the department 
for the period ending December 31st, 1912. 

Respectfully, 
WALTER G. ELIOT, 

Coiiz~nissio~er o f  Parks. 
Borough of Queens. 

Dec. 31st, 1912, 

December 31st, 19121 

FOREWORD 

j 

I would neglect an important duty and rob myself of a privilege, did I not at this 
time acknowledge with grateful thanks the valuable aid which has been rendered to me 
in the organization of this Department by the Secretary of'. the Park Board, Colonek 
Clinton H. Smith. The accident of circumstances which proved that there was no 
available building existent in the Queens parks suitable for a d~partment headquarters 
rendered necessary a headquarters in the office pf the Park Board and it'was my rare 
good fortune to be situated at a desk adjoining that of the Secretary. 

On all matters connecteg with park histoty and organization, the services'of 34 
years under not less than fifty-nine commissioners of parks, and a remarkably retentive 
memory rendered Colonel Swith one of the most vahalple assets that couid have beeq 
placed at the d i s ~ p a l  of a new commissioper. Up to date I have never known of an 
instance where it was desirable to  know what had been important magers of policy 
Qr Qccurrences in the past history of the Board that I did not find it readily, with 
absolute accuracy, a t  the tongue's end of the Park Board's Secretary. His faithfulness 
to  the duties of his ofice and his interest in all park matters, it seems to me, entitle 
Film to the consideration of every City official as one of the most valu&le publio 
servants now in the service of tha City. 

Nor would it have been possible, without embarrassment or friction, to have suc- 
ceeded in smo~thly accomplishing the organization and effective operation of such a 
department without the cordial and sincere codperation and the Nestor-like experience: 
of my Brother Commissioner, Honorable Michael J. Kennedy, from whose domain 
and control the Queens system was set off by the bill creating the office. I can only 
pcFequately thank him here for his unselfish and cardial co8peration. 

In closing, I make further acknowledgment to Honorable Thomas J. Higgins, Com- 
missioner for The Bronx, and William J..Zartmann, for years Chief Engineer and 
Saperintendent of the Brooklyn Parks, for advice and assistance of which their past 
experience had made the@ masters. 

With regard to  the cooperation of the various heads of the New York City de- 
partments, as well as the Borough President of Queens, I do not believe that there has 
keen a time in the history of the City ahen it was possible to secure such complete 
3 ~ 4  cordial cooperation and unstinted assistance between the departments. *. 

Respectfully, 
WALTER G. ELIOT, 

Cowrnissioner o f  Parlts, 

1 Bor014gh of Queeq.  



The pa~k~zf~Qyee! l s .  at the time they were taken o\er by the new department. con . 
aisted-of the following. hy nzme and area. as of the date of July 24. 1911: 

Name. .* . :_ 
Area in acres. 

Ashmeadpark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .27 
College Point Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.14 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Forest Park 536.00 
Flushing Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.0'2 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Upland, Park Jamaica 5.50 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kings Park 11.50 

Kissena Lakc Park (estimated) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  65.00. 
Linden Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.00 
PoppenhausenPark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .05 
Rainey Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5.09 
Unnamed Park, Jackson Ave . and 6th St .. I, . I . C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .05. 
Unnamed Park, Jackson Ave . and 11th St., L . I . C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . Ql 
Unnamed Park, Jackson Ave . and 12th St., L . I . C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .01 
Unnamed Park, Vereon and Nott Aves.., and H~ncock  St., L.. I . C... . . . . . . .  .08 
HighlanaParlc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  39.60 

688.32 
.... ' ' &rest  arkg gay, Jpn?ai. cq A%%. to Foresk Park.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ; 2 5  





??~re&i Park, hhe ktsgest, was $qveloped iq, qo sen$$. beyon? haviqg aqound a portion 
gf its boyndarics; a, rusty iron railipg; f a i ~ l y  c+velope4 hot-houses for the pyopagatio~~, 
c>.f plants il~tended largely for Brooklyn and to a smaller extent for Queens; a well- 
constructed and very much up-to-date club house, well equipped for golf purposes, 
which cost $35,045.00. 

By far the most C O I I S ~ ~ C I I O U S  portion of this park was a ccmp3ratively creditable 
golf links of eighteen holes, the managemeslt of which was conducted under man) 
difficultks. I t  nr2s the subject of endless letters of complaint from an over-exacting 
group of golf players who endeavored to denland as complete an equipment as could3 
be found on private links, which usually require four o r  five times the expenditure of 
money that had been appropriated to this golf course. 

In  addition to the above so-called iacilitiei in the park there were two houses i n  
more o r  less bid repair, occupied by park foremen. One of these buildings, having 
same small out~uildings, wa5 in particuIarly had repa@. 

Forest Park also was suffering from a blight. which had killed all the chestnut trees, 
several thousand in number, and left theill gaunt spectres against an otller\vise beaut1 
fuI landscape. 

The one principal roadmay extending through the park had been fairly well main- 
tained in the face of an ever-increasing pleasure traffic. 

One of its best, and l e ~ s t  con~pscuous features was a nursery containing a cox1 
siderable variety of hardy trees. I t h a d  been established l)y thc Arboricu1tur:st of the 
Brooklyn Department, but needed considerable attention. 

Beyond the above, Forest Park was largely a wilderlless of trees through which thc 
public roamed at will, committing such depredations as they felt inclined and for whiclAq 
there never had heen provided any pollce protection \\orthy of the name. 



Notle of its by-paths or main paths I!-ere 11ghted anit in this respect it was a dis- 
grace to the City. 

This park, purchased in 1909, had about five acres of its area mowed and under 
some sort of cultivation, with a few paths or crude roads through the entire area. 
It had no buildings upon it except a 5' x 6' shack. Ip other respects it  was very 
much as nature made it. 

It contains within its boundaries a considerable area approximating 16.4 acres o i  
submerged or partially submerged woods and swamp land, through which the water 
flowed from springs. 111 that condition it was a breeding plice of the most abjection 
able kind for mosquitoes. 

Under the charge of a single man during the hours of eight to  five, throughout 
the year, this park has long been a pleasant space for the enjoyment of citizens of the 
village of College Point. 

It consists of small turfed spaces with paths running through them and a fountain 
of some pretension in the center. It was inexpensive to maintain and little mony 
has been spent upOn it. It was in fzir condition when it came into the present hands, 



Formerly k n ~ w n  a s  Highland Park, Jamaica, it consists of 5.W acres which had 
peen cared for daily by one man and con~prised an attractive lawn facing on Highland 
Avenue, backed by a pond produced by the wqsh of surface water from thq vicinity. 

The remaining area of the park consists of woods in their natural conditioq The 
yhole park is now well surrounded with dwellings of a high class, No, money whatever, 
So far as your Commissiooer caq, discpver, has ever been expended t.hereupon, and 
only through the personal interest of the man in charge had anything in the way of 
a park been made out of it. His work reflected the greatest credit upon him, 

However, it was a park only in name. 
Besides the above-mentioned park spaces the Departme~t  of Parks, B o ~ ~ u g h  0% 

Queens, came into possession of nothing beyond a few small triangles at street inter- 
sections in Long Island City, J ~ m a i ~ a ,  and elsewhere, six in all. They are parks in 
name only. 

At the time this Department came into being Rockaway Park was a stretch of beach, 
nearly a mile long, fronting the Atlantic Ocean and backed by a system of streets with 
OW or two east and west avenues resulting frorp a real estate development known a s  
Rockaway Park. I t  was at the time qncertain whether the Park Department had any 





jurisdiction over the beach front, although it was admitted that they were responsibJa 
iQr the upkeep of the streets mentioned. All of these streets were more or less com- 
pletely bui& up with handsome detached residences, and there were a few stores on the 
avenues, 

As far as 1 can discover it has cost the city not one dollar for its acquisition 
I t  was deeded to it by the following * instruments, and is destined to be one of t h ~  
most magnificent park prizes ever acquired. The reason for this can be understood: 
by noting the character of the restriction clwses. 

I t  is already patronized by the most orderly class of people that frequents anq 
portion af the Atlantic beach front. 

n;fs park, nearer to the Brooklyv Park Administratios Building and a large and 
growing p~pulation, was found to be in a higher state of developqnt  than agy 
other in 'the jurisdiction of the present Department of Queens. I t  was well maintained. 
Its greatest faults were lack Q£ proper lighting and p d c e  protection, 

I t s  natural advantages are remarkable and it is already one of the handsomest small 
parks in the Greater City,. as will be seen from accoppanying photographs, 

This park, located in the heart of the village of Jamaica and consisting of a square 
of land acquired in 1897, contains an old colonial homestead, used now as a museum. 
&I addition to  this, the Brooklyn Park Commissioner had improved @he park and 
recently fenced k, thereby effectively protecting it. It yas. ip a hig$e~; state of cultiva- 
Tion than most of the ohhers, 

A9 the photagr&phs will show, this was merely a. vacant lot of 5.09. acres on t h e  
qiver front of Ravenswood, Long Island City, and was in an utterly neglected and dis- 
reputable condition, through no fault of the former department. 

Money for its improvement had been appropriated but recently, the expenditure 
of which has developed upon this Department The\ accoppamying, photograph, wifq 
show its condition wheq received. 

In additbn to the befwe-mentioned park areas there have since been added to my 
j ~ r i s d i c t i ~ q  new parks as f~ l lows:  

Consisting of qo arga ahout( a mile long on the .Rwkawag Peninsula extending, 
from the line of the Neponsit property westward and half a mile in width betweem 
Jamaica Bay and the &]antic Ocean, I t  is a strip of. sand dunes with bay and oceaq 
beaqh fronts entirely devoid of  any building whatsoever. I t  is designed for a com- 
bination pleasure ground and a site for various seaside h~spi tals  and sanitaria. Before. 
the City took possession there was constructed a narrow macadamized roaciwaq know% 

% See history of the parks at tbp end of this r e p r t .  







as W~shington avenue, which extends through its center i r o n ~  eait to west and 
terminates in a sireet a t  right angles, also macadamized. Both of these are rights of, 
way reserlred for the public. washing tot^ avenue is not within the complete control of 
tlie Department. 

FLUSEING COMMON (at  Leavitt Avenue). 

This area is a low-lying, swampy space' of about 7.61 acres, situated a block or two 
north of Broadaay in the heart of Flushing, and through the middle of which extehds 
an open drain. 

The area has cost the city nothing material for its acquisition, but it will constit*e 
a valuable asset very highly appreciated by the citizens of Flushing. 

Largely through the efforts of your Commissioner the grourid forherly occupied 
as a training ground for the police horses and in the possession of the Police Depart- 
ment was turned over to the Sinking Fund and by them to this Department as a 
highly desirable and much-needed addition to  the Kissena Lake Park, Broadway, 
Flushing. I t  consists of about 23.12 acres,* principally upland, which border the 
northerly side of the N. Hempstead turnpike. I t  is designed for a much needed' 
recreation ground for the citizens of both Jamaica and Flushing, being equally ac- 
cessible from each place. 

Formerly the Pauper Burial Ground, is supposed to have had two or three inter- 
ments in it, all evidences of which have been ~ b l i t e ~ t e d .  I t  consists of a two-acre 
space adjoining a public school in the village of Queens and on one of the many 
highways of the Borough. This property was also turned over to the Department of 
Parks through the efforts of your Commissioner, as it was a neglected spot, of use to 
nobody, and an eye-sore to the neighborhood. I t  faced the Roman Catholic Church and 
the rectory, which, like the school property, is kept highly improved. With very 
trifling expense it will be properly turned into a parklike resting place for old and 
young. 

* ' A l  

On taking charge of the Department your Commissioner found that a large area, 
consisting of sixty-six acres, in the most tital port1011 of Forest Park was  under 
the control of the Department of Water Supply, Gas & Electricity, having been secured 
by it years ago for a projected reservoir. I t  covered practically the whole of the 
main portion of the golf links, upon which much money had been expended by the 
City. The Commissioner, finding that the idea of a reservoir had been abandon& 
secured a transfer of this property to the Park Department for park rises. 



THE FOLIOWING LTST, TEEREFORE, SHOWS THE NAMES AND DETAILS OF THE VA~EICUS 
P.!RI<s OWNED BY THE EOBOUGEI O F  QUEENS O N  DEC. 31, 1912. 

Park No. Area in acres. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i. Forest Park. .  536.00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2. Telawana (or Rockaway Beach Park), 262.58 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3. Kissena Lake Park (at Broadway, Flushing). 65.00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kissena Lake Park Addition (Police Farm). 23.12 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4. Highland P q k  (near Brooklyn line). 59.60 

................ 5. Rockaway Park (beach frontage and streets deeded). 17.81 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6. Kings Pqrk, Jamaica. 11.50, 

7. Flushing Common (Leavitt Ave.), Flushing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7.61 
8. Upland Park, Jamaica.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5.50, 
9. Rainey Park (Lopg Island City). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5.09, 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10. Linden Park (Corona). 83'3 
11. Wayanda, Park (pauper burial ground). ............................ 3.m 
J 2. College Point Pqrk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.14 
13. Flushing Park (the Public Square). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.02 
14. Poppenhausen Park (College Point). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .05 
15. Ashmead Park in, Jamaica.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .27 
16. Sanford Angle, Jackson Ave. and 6th St., L. I. C. .05 .................. 
17. Bowley Angle, Jackson Ave. and 11th St., L. I. C.. ................. .01 
18. Gleason Angle, Jackson Ave. and 12th St., L. I. C .  ................- .01 

' 19. Cassidy Angle, Vernon Ave. and Nott Ave. and Hancock St., Ravens- 
w d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .on - 

1,001.50 
Which sho.ws a total gain of 312.58 awes. 

> 

Conditions under which tPe preseht park areas were t u r d  over to the Queens 
Department were probably largely due to  the piecemeal way in which some of the 
present park areas were acquired from time to time under the old departments. 

Portions of the larger, and, in some cases, the entire boundaries of the smaller, 
parks, were found to be unmarked by proper moiluplents, and the visible boundaries 
were, thetefore, uncertain. 

Some of these monumnts  have recently been set by the present Department, and: 
as others are to be set before the end ~f the present year it is hoped all of them wil6 
soon be properly outlined. 

I t  was much the same with the fencing. 
That of Kings Park, in Jamaica, had just been csmpleted prior to the separation 

of the Departments. I t  pr&&ed results of the most satisfactory kind, preventing 
what had been a serious mutilation of that park caused by the almost common practice 

i of pedestrians cutting across the park, at any point from the, bounding streets. The 
-. subsequent sodding and seeding has added greatly to its beauty. 

No other park can be said to hare been provided with anything like a proper 
fencing of this natnre, except a   or ti on of Forest Park which was fenced many years 
ago with an iron fence. The unfenced portions extend for a di3tance of nearly 35,440, 
feet and the lack of fencicg and monumenting in said portions has led to a suit agaiast 
khc City for the recovery by former owners of the property bought By the City. The 
-uit In one case is now in ti-e hands of the Corporation Cocnsel for defense and in- 
volves solneihil~g like fifteen or twenty acres of very valuable land. 

In the opinion of your Commissioner,, a .temporary protective fence should be 
rrected immediately after the acqcisition of park areas and a permanent fence corn- 
pletcd arovritl each of those now In possession of the Department. Contracts were 
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PIC;  zLed Izr the crect~on of ~ q ~ c l r  fences in Forest Park, but were ~ c j t c t e d  by the 
f t i  ~ ~ c e  Deperrmcni ;n'e&gator. In the cace of Forest Park lack of ~t has led to the 
s?e:~i,rig of a Tery considerable amount of tirnber in the form of trees chopped down 
3+*d rcr;io\ed. Most of such marauding was done a t  nlght or at times when lack 
o i  park guards or insufficiaf-it police protection offered the best opportunities therefor. 

A11 of this has now becn stopped. 
Proper drainage for the different parks has not even been attempted. In most 

of them stagnant, mosquito-breeding pools and subtnerged bits of woodland are a 
tn-nace to the health and comfort cf wide areas. This is especially the case with 
Foreat, Linden and Kissena Lake parks, and Flushing Con~mon. 

l%r Forest a request was made by Commissioner Kennedy to the Board of Esti- 
mate and Apportionment for corporate stock to the amount of about $207,000 to  im- 
prove it. 

For Kissena Lake Park P asked for a similar, but smaller, sun1 in my corporate stock 
b ~ d g e t  request for 1912. Up to date no action has been taken, although I strenuously 
urged it. The matter is still before the Board of Estimate's Coreorate Stock Com- 
mittee. 

In Linden Park, Corona, the aid of the Board of Health was effectively solicited 
and resulted in steps being talicn by the Horough President of Queens to have Lin- 
den street properly graded to  prevent the inflow of cesspool drainage into the park, 
The work of regrading, sodding, planting, and rehabilitating the park is going on at 
the present time and will be con~pleted about June lst, 1913. The complete cleaning 
of the pond therein and the construction of a clay bottcm with sloping concrete shore- 
line is well under way. 

Jn \the matter of drainage a very bad condition of affairs also exists a t  Upland ., 
Park, on Highland avenue, in Jamaica, due to an influx of surface drainage from 
adjoil~ing property and from the half-finished streets of one o r  more developme~lt 
companies. 

'I'o control this a request has been presented by this Department to the Board 
of Estimate for the acquisition of three and one-fifth acres of additional park areas 
to the northeast of the present park In connection with an offer of the donation of 
another acre adjoining it by Mr. Robt. W. Higbie. The matter is now before the 
present Board of Estimate. 

In Upland Park the lack of fencing and monutnenting has led appa~ently to  
trespassing by 'an adjoining development company at the northerly end with conse- 
quent sequestration for a development street of a corner of the park which the city 
owns. 

With regard to the water supply needed for each and all of the parks, no adequate 
provision has been made. 

Small pipes have been laid in one or two places, in both Highland and Forest, to 
serve urgent needs over short areas, but in the case of each and every park the need 
of a proper water pipe system is manifest and provision should be made immediately 
for a t  least a beginning. In  most of the parks it would be elltirely possible to  supply 
t h ~ s  from tube wells by pumps owned and operated by the park, instead of paying, 
as we do at preseilt, local water companies charging rates considerably above those 
paid by Manhattan and Grooklyn. For  this purpose corporate stock to small amour~t 
choilld be provided, - .  



ACQUISITION OF NEW PARK AREAS. 
, t 

'This subject is one of immediate argenc, ; f  Q,-:ens is ever t o  be supplted with 
even the 111ost litnitctl perceniage of general par!\s. The danger and expense of 1ong;cr 
delaying it ad~n i t s  of n o  diipute. I'he particula? ol)\tacle to 't11c purchase of the 
largest areas most needed at  the present tiine appears to be the genefa1 attitude of, 
the Comptroller, 1~h15h seen15 to be ctlch as will I)e inaintaiucd fo'r the next 20 
years if the ~isual argument that " t l~c  City has inruffici~nt funds" is to be admittea. 
The subject has been threshed out, one ~ u ~ g h t  \ay, n hundred t ~ m e s  by the different 
Boroughs during the last fifty or a hundred year\, and ~t may hc that the only way 
it will e \ e r  be promptly accon~plisl~t.tl for Queeni \vill 1)e by Legislative creation of a 
commission to accluire I)y prixdte purch,~se as well r s  1)y coiidcn~natioii the areas which 
such a con~mission shall dcenl neceq5:uy c.r urgent at thc present time. The legislative3 
act for the purpow shoiiltl specifically state the ahlbunt of hloney to be expended 
therefor, to be provitletl hy the Cltr at  large, or p a ~ i  by the City and part by the. 
Rorougli, according to the c i ~ c u l n i t a n i ~ s  of the iuchvidual park ipacey. Such a corn- 
mission should, in the opinion of your Commissioner, consist of the Mayor, the Pa rk  

Commissioner, the Land5cxpc i2rchitet~.  rlie Chief of the Queens l opographical Bd- 
reau, Ch~ef  Engineer lSoard of Estlnlate and i\ppol.tionn~cnt, and a representative of 
such body of citi/ens as the Cha1nl)ci- of Commerce of 'l'he City of New York. 

r .  I he futility of merely placing iie\v,  h arks upon the topographical tentative maps df 
the Borough of Queeni ha5 already 1)een shonn. 

Local property owners, LeaSing that any portion of the expense therefor would be 
placed upon them, as iomc propoi-t~on certa~nly should, have caused pressure to be 
placed ,upoil the Borough President and the 'I'opograpliical Fiureau for the removal 
of such parlis before o r  after tlte adoption of tlie map. 

Queens Borough is peculiarly contlitionctl 111 thir reipect. The conditions are f a r  
d~fferent from those in other Eorough\, in that it con51sts of what were formerly 
scattered ancl locally ~ntej-ccited snlall ~ ~ l l : l g e \  or  tovlni, 11xv111g fen interests in corn- 
nlon and an u~ireasoilable i ea loc~y  of each cdhct.. Allything of a par6 nature, or, in fact, 
any in~proven~ent  1xI1ic11 one co~ninun~ty  anted n a s  fought, and is still, to a con- 
siderable extent, flought I)y the othcrr a!most unitedly. 

Under such circumstance\, unlesi a cornmiision of i~~tell igent experts such as has 
been outlined is coustitnted to take the nlatter up in a broad way and on scientific 
lines, Queens has l~ t t l e  hope of being properly or  eren ineagrely supplied with the 
necessary parks for its futura developlnent. Ilecause develop~nent cqmpanies ancl local 
built l i~~g opcratori are  E:~it tafXing up all the areas avrlilablc for such purposcs. 111 
t h ~ s  connect~on it ihoulcl be ~ n t e r e s t ~ n c  to note that tlre I~est  land5cape practice seems 
t e i i>d~ca te  that areas contain in^ cxt tn i i rc  pel-ccntages of iwampy lands are far  better 
adapted to park purposes tl1a11 un~ntrrrupted sweeps of upland, and are  obtainable a t  a 
much lower figure than ul)lantl woultl cost 

I t  is  the opinion of your Conln~lssioner that such areas as are deemed necessary 
to be purchased at  the present trine should not be innnediately and extensively imi 
proved u n t ~ l  such steps :Ire taken a i  may 1)c necessary to protect their boundaries 
anc! make them a \  axnil~l)le for public use as m a l l  appropriations over an extendea 
period of titlie can produce, Itnliting tl:c tle\rlopmenti to t h t  sn~allest possible tax  upon 
the maintenance farce. 

It is not the purpose of your Coml~iisiioncr to r e c ~ f u n ~ e n d  at  this time the purchase 
of what ar,e know11 as neigl~borhootl parks for the reason that they can be safely 
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acquired after it is no longer possible to acquire the larger areas; and for the further, 
reason that they are not necessarily a part of a comprehensive system o r  plan for 
the whole of tlic 13orough whicii shoulti l:e ~i~asl;etl nut and carried into execution 
at the curliest possil~le n~oment  ltefol-c laiitl b t  comes ~mavailaltle therefor. 

I n-ould most strongly urge that the ,iio.it c2rcful consideratio11 be given to the 
plan of assesstncnt for the purcllase of sncli parlcs as may bc necessary for  a Systenz 
for the reason that any park belongi:!g to such :I system sl~oultl he paid for by the 
City a t  large. I offer as my cpiiiio:i, ant1 Birr! of mc?st of the experts 011 Park  matters 
in different parts of tllc conntry, that the City as a xvliole should pay as its shsre 
50 per cent. a t  least, and I would Iirge ihat in no case should an assesslnent upon 
the abutting ow~;ers I)c more than 20 per cclit. 1101- less than 10 per cent. Such local 
assessment is always more than coi111j~ii~~ietl l ~ y  the jtnmediate rise in the value of 
abutting propcrty if it is ki101i.n t i ~ t  n pnl-!c is to l ~ e  acquired there, while the park 
which belongs to a s y s t r ~ ~ ~  is enjogetl at  one tiine o r  another by every citizen of the 
Greater City. 

I n  the case of 1oc:ll or  neigl~borhood parks, however, thc benefit is mereIy local 
and should be assessed a t  least 50 pcr cci~t.  upon the adjacent owners and a t  least 
30 per ceiit. or  illore upon thc Forough. The balance upon the City at  large. 

'I'his proportion is cst~~1)lishetl all?iosi by colnnron usage and consent in most of the 
principal citics of the count:.p, if the reports tllerefroin speak truly. 

Ey  acquiring parks after the niethcds ahme  suggestetl the honor or  alluse will not 
be bornc by any one local atllniiiistratioi1 ~vhich will not then be lllade a target for 
po!itical attack to an extent, as a t  pre:;eiit, wliich mnkes a Borough President unwilling 
to  go  into the park matters \vitli any enthusiasm when his political head may be a t  
stake. 

Such a condition of affairs has been largely responsible for the lack of adequate 
parks in Queens. 

A s  expressing fully my i.ietus 6t1 ahofhcr matter I quote the followii~g: 

"Conclusions and Kecomineiidatlo~~s in the Matter of the Impro\einent and Develop- 
fnent of Our  Parks." Adopted March 4, 1912, by your Parks Advisory Cornmlttee 
through its Chairman, hlr. A. FI. Spenccr: 

"It i, 111y view that many of the causes of our  troullles with regard to our parlts 
are deep-scatcd and fnndamental, and, broad!y spealitng, uncontrollable by otir Park  
Department; at beit, it I I ILIS~  of neceisity l ~ c  by slow processes that such conditions will 
I)e created as n ill correct the prcient iliortcoin~ngi, which are :  

"Undeveloped rapid and clieaj) transit faclhties. 

"Congestion of our population. 
"Chronic disregard on the part of the public of public property rights which, 

d ~ s p i t e  repeated asqertions to tlie contrary, zs $lot  confined to the  foreign-born elemcnt. 

"Untldine~s of the population at  large. 

"Lack of general dlscipliae of the population, most often traceable to  the honje. 

"1nrufficielit playgrounds for children and young people, 19110, in order to  develop 
body and mind, must play. 

"During the pait  thirty years great progreis has heen made toward remedying these 
e ~ i l s ,  and ni thout  doubt that progreqs n,l l  continl.:. Plain necessity will finally curb 
tile national chardcterlstic cf carelcik-ei, .nd :I,-trc:tment of nature's gifts. Referring 
ro category mentioned allot e- 

"1. (Cheap and rapid transit ) This is being pusl-ied by all concerned with dud. 
regard for the questions before the City. 



"2. (Congestion of population.) This is receiving ltke attellti011 by the authorities, 
by public-spirlteti Iwdies, and by ~ndivlduals. 

"3 & 4. (1)isregai-d of public property.; untidiness of This would 

fintl pzitlal solut~on !I) a greater coope~attoil l~etneen Tarlous C ~ i y  Departmeltts, i. e ,  
School, Police, Street Clcannlg, Highways, e tc ,  the heads of which should meet A s  

FREQUENTJY 45 POSSIBLE ( ~ t e e k 1 ~  or ~l lol~thly) ,  with the Mayor presid~ng, for the dls- 
cussioi~ of ~nter-departruental matters. 

"5. (Lack of dlsc~pline.) This tvill, I am sure, receive attention through persistent 
publicity and through appeal to parents or guardians and through the schools and 
the pulpit. 

"6. (Insufficient playgrounds.) This lack of recreation space, if corrected, a r  
remedied as far as possihlc (using, perhaps, to that end some of the means below 
mentioned) will not oniy save our park4 but give us, within ten or twenty years, the 
finest in the viorld : 

"(a) Additioilal and sufficient pol~ce protection (younger men). 

" (h )  I he cooperat~on of the pupils of our schools, ~ v h o  shou!d be put upon thein 
honor ant1 a considera1,le number given badges of autllor~ty by school principals and 
teachers and enlisted as  Park Scouts. 

"(c) Cooperation of our City magistrates. 

"Larger appropriations would, of course, he necessary, but it is safe to predict 
that these funds would be fortllco~ning ( i t  is hoped in the fcrm of a substantial bond 
issue) after a definitc l~lan ~vorthq of reipeccful consideration has been adopted. 

"Remedy suggested with regard to playgl-o~nlds: 

"Reduct~on in tax rate to cwners of tacant lots w h ~ c h  will be throw! open for 
use as playgrounds. 

"The closing to trnnsit traffic (as dlitit~guislled from local traffic) of one street 
in five for certain hours (after school each day duri i~g the school term and all day 
duri11g vacation) ; one street 3t a time to be cloced in that n ~ a n i l e ~ ~  for one week-the 
street to  ~ t s  1101.th 01- S O L I ~ ~ ,  as the case n1.y be, to be closet1 for the following week, 
and so on. The intention being to close each street not inore than se3en days during 
the months. 

"Szlnzvting u p  arrd Reco+~i~rlerzdatiorz.-Settle tllc playgrouncl question first and the 
park-care question ~1111 adju-t itself. I recommend that, LI I I~ I I  the playground question 
is settled, no aggressive cai~~paign be started ior the rehal~~litation of our park lawns, 
a i  n~oney so ipent ~vould he much in the nature of a ~vaste ;  but efforts be continued 
to  pi-cserxe them in tlicir present state. 

"Chief efforts in the line of vegetation should be confined to  trees (nursing the  
old ones and planting saplings), and to shrubs. 

"Mature trees cannot be purchased; their de~elopment takes from 25 to 50 years; 
trees are a nzatter of time, tzot of 9izoizey. 

"Ruqhes, on the contrary, take co~nparatively little time to  develop into a park 
ornament. and Cali i-c~:tdily be acquired at any time; thty  are practically a matter of 
tnoney. 

"Grass lawria L L L ~ I ,  nl th  the :lccesiary iunds, be provided a t  any time and n,itbin 
a comparatively chort perioti: these are aiso 111aillly a matter of money." 
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THE PARK SYSTEM OF QUEENS. 

Queens has few parks. 'I'hose which she does possess are capable of remarkable 
development along the lines o i  ztstl~etic beauty and for recreational purposes. 

I ts  largest park, known as Forest Park, is tell acres larger than the celebrated 
Prospect Park of Erooklyi~, At  present it is largely covered with forest, as its nanje 
implies, aiid is in a trailsition state, hut it is by nature capable of becoming tlie hand- 
somest park in our whole city system. Owing to its long and narrow shape, it is 
available for ail immense number of people occupying- a \vide area, ancl the coming yeai- 
will probably see remarkable changes in it. ''here are extensive lumbering operations 
going on a t  the present time far  the removal of dead and unsightly trees and this 

jvork will be follo~ved up by the cutting of roads and paths already planned. I t  has 
one of the hest golf links of eighteen holes that can be found iu any park and is 
provided with a handsome club house, amply equipped with lockers and conveniences, 
all of which are open to the public, free, uilclei- proper restrictions. 

,4 part of the building for the lieadquarters of the Queens Park Department has 
been erected in the extreme northeasterly end of the park. It is designated as "The 
Overlook" and commands a view of the entire greater city in a circle of twenty miles. 

Forest park cost the county of Queens nothing, as it was purchased by Brooklyn. 
A4 connecting parkway is being p ~ i t  upon the map which will enable the visiior iroix 
Brooklyn to tlrire through the Eastern parkway, through Highland Park and tliis 
connecting parli~vag into Forest Park, from whence a vehicle can pass through the 
entire lcngtl~ of I'orcst Park and beyond to F11:shing or Jamaica, over weil developec! 
roads. \iYithii~ the limits of this park is to Ec found a nursery with a wide variety of 
trees, established by tlie Department two or three years ago and comprising over 
160.000 spccimen~ for 11se in the future parks aild streets of Queens. Extensive green- 
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houses in a high state of development are also in use and provide the flowers for use 
in this and all other Queens parlts. 

'The changes and improvcn~e~its in Forest Pa rk  are of such a character as t o  have 
rendered the servlce of the golf fields thoroughly sat~sfactory to the players, so that 
the Park  Departille~lt 1s now in receipt of fen,  ~f ally, complaints of ally nature. The  
links have been greatly itliproved and the engineel-lng force is laying out a system 
of p~ping, with the intentlo~l of keep~ng the grcens in a shape more approaching that 
of some of the expeiislvc p r ~ v a t e  llnks. Much sodd~ng  and improvement of that nature 
has been completed and is st111 golllg 011. 

The  lumbcr operatlo~ls there have been progressing a t  a rapid rate and all of the 
dead trees have been felled. A great (leal o i  it IS already sawn into merchantable 
n~aterlal. Many thouiantls of them have been felled-few of the remaining trees 
can be removed until hard fro,t sets in without destruction to the undergrowth. 

Surveyors have the lines for the new roads and the co~ltracts will soon be ready 
for advertising. 

The  greenhouses have beeti largely repamtetl. A vast nutnber of repairs of all sorts 
have been made in the buildings and prcper t ie~ of the park and many new and needed 
mdchines, like road rollers. ga5011ne lawn mowers, wa te r~ng  carts, pruners and c l~mbers  
and general n o r k  veh~cles have heel1 added, temporary stables rebuilt and added to, 
repair sheds, carpenter 411011, rndnLire pits. p ~ m p i i ~ g  tanks and new mains have all 
been added. 

The emergency part of an administration huildnig, now designated "The Overlook," 
is approaching completion. I t  is designed for and illtended to be the main office of 
the depaitinent. T e  department moved into it oil December 12th and it was a t  
otlce seen to be far too small t o  serve its purpose. 

A n  additional two-story bui ld~ng and an adjoining comfort station will be needed 
a t  once, 

The following letter explains itself: 

"The Overlook," Richmond Hill, L. I. 

March 11, 1913. 

CLIFFORD R. BTTIS, Esq., 
Supt. of State Forests, Albafzy, N .  Y. 

Dear Sir-As one ~ntercsted in the culture and care of trees throughout this state, 
~ o u  may perhaps attach soille : due  to iiiioliilation co~lcerning .the condition of trees in 
that sectlon of Long Tslancl e~nhtdccd by Queens County. T o  this information we 
nould  like to atld our  opin~ons of the c ~ u s s s  1vlxc11 brought about existing conditions, 
for we contend that, in \ lew of circumstances, the extent o f  t hen  infection by disease 
o r  lnsect pests 1s i ie~ther ahnorlrlal nor somethiilg at  xv11ich we should wonder. The  
follo~ving will easily prove our coiltentlon. 

During the past decade t iee care in this section has beell almost entirely neglected. 
Only since the establiil~mcnt of an  indepclldent park department in Queens has suffi- 
cient systematic care been secured for them. But the time (a little more than a 
year) has been much too short to rcpalr tlie damage done by long years ?f neglect. 

When Comilli~sioner Fliot took charge of the Park  Department of Queens, the 
stale of woodla~lds llerc call heit be shown by describing the condition of Forest 
Parlz (a typical example of forest in this section) at  that time. 

Some six or sexen thousand chcsttlnt trees, left dead by the chestnut blight which 
ravaged the bpecies throughout tlie state years ago, were still standing, although i t  





11i~st certainly have beeti known that they contained spores of the dangerous disease 
which destroyed them. The place was thick with dead utidergronth. 

Saplings were allowed to  spring up \\hen and nrhtrc they chaaccd. As no one 
attempted to thin out the woods, great numbers of trces died for want of light and 
lack of food, due to impro1)er s ~ a c i n g .  This dead wood, or rather, the unhealthy, slo~vly 
dying trees, afforded inally hreedil~g places Cur insect and f u n g o ~ ~ s  life. Trees spring- 
ing up and growing haphazard very often arc found h any but the surroundings for 
which nature has fitted  then^. In vievi of circunistaiices. if these trees are extensively 
infected, call we say that it is due to plague? Would it not 1)e abnormal aud even 
unnatural if they were not infcctecl? 

Experience has taught us that ali kinds of life are adversely affected by iinproper 
surroundings. In them pl.ilt or  ailimal life iilvarial~ly nlects with conditions wit11 
which it callnot cope. Take t11.c lhcliory tree, for cxample. 'Trees of this species, 
given access to a pleiltiful supply o f  su~iliglit, properly spaced, kcpt clear of undcr- 
growth, we have found in excellent co!?dition. They ;ire, in fact, practically immunc 
from disease. 'heir bark is soft ail(! tender. Allllost invariably these will be found 
infected by beetle pests. This is t111e in great part to Lhe fact that the wealieiiccl tree 
is prone, ilaturally, t o  infectio~l, in 110 slnall me as ti^-c, too, to the beetle's aversion to 
working in  the sunlight, aiid in these partict~lar cases to the impeding of the foot1 
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lsupply by heavy undergrowth Naturally, these trees, placed in environmeilts for which 
they were ill adapted by nature, at  length iuccunll~etl. Thi \  reiult was only natural. 
for one cannot expect a tree, ~n ldc r  sucli conditl(?ns, to sutvive and groxt to maturity 
ally more than he  wonld exjlect a child, ill-fed, ill-clothecl and ~leglccted, to grow to 
strong, hardy lnanliood. 

Since Commi5s10ncr Eliot liai tal~en ofice he ha> hat1 the dead chestnut trees 
removed, infected trees have been cut clonn n!id burned, and he is now bending l j l c  

best efforts to secure fundi for renm\ lnq these tree s t ~ ~ a l l ) i ,  c lear~ng out the dead 
wood and undergromth. ;1Leasures for t l i ~ n n ~ n g  out the forest, that the reinalnlng 
trees will be properly spaced, hcnce 11a\1ng acceii to snfiiciellt sunlight, unimpeded food 
supply, etc., are now under advisenle~lt ? 

I n  this way \le \hall, 1)y comyell~n:, the g1-01~7tli o f  ileez 111 none but proper en 
t i ronn~ent ,  forcc 1iat111c to fight 1~1th us \Vhat additlondl rrieasures n e  are taking to 
externlinate des t ruct i~e  dlica5ei h a ~ c  been lel,~tetl I ~ I  our report, iubmltted to t11~ 
confere~lce recently held at  your office 

Very truly yours, 

i? JAMES F. BURNS, 
Arboricultuuist, Dept. of Parks, Borough of Queens, 



November 9, 1912. 
Ho+z. W. G. EIAOT, C o j ~ i ~ ~ ~ i s s i o ~ t e ~  of I'at ks. 

Borough o f  Queens. 

Sir-In compliance with )our order for an accounting of the tree stumps and 
felled trees in Forest Park, the iollowing is the reiult of the accountitlg of the men 
;tssigiied to that work: 

Number of trcz stumps over 6 inchc~ ill dian~eter, branded red. ........... 8,727 
Included in this number, cut within the present year, branded red and white.. 6,551 
Number of felled trees in Forest Park. ..................................... 1,782 
Number of trees felled, set aside as city property, a t  present lying in Forest Park 1,107 

The records from nhicl~ thls accounting has been taken are set forth in ,the books 
of this Department. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES F. BURNS, 2rboricdturisf, 

Of approximately 59.6 acres, is situated 011 the Borough line between BrookIyn and 
Queens, the principal portion of which, especially the more highly developed part, is 
in Queens and the lower land. fronti~lg on Jamaica avenue, in Kings, subject t o  the 





jurisdictlun o i  the Kiogs Ccmmissioner. Jt  is a rcmirkablg. picturssqce p x k ,  having 
within its confi~les a xery e x l y  Dutch colonial house knoun ss the Schenck hlansion; a 
distributing reservcir of coxrsiderable acreage belonging to the ErcokIyn Water Dta- 
partment, which adds greatly to its beauty;  ball fields, music stands, where concerts 
are given, as in 1;orest Park, during rile summer, also very attractive gardens, walk. 
and places of rest. I t  is patronized by a large number of visitors, e~peci.illy on Surl- 
days and holidays and from one portion of the park a magnificent i iew extends out 
o w r  Jamaica Hay toward the Rockaways to  the Atlantic Ocean. The principal part 
of its area is on a platcau high above the stirrouncling region of Fast  X";c\v York, 
Woodhaven, etc. 

- UntiI wcentlq the principal park in Queens, beyocd those already enunreratetl, wa\ 
a cumparativcly rcxcent purcl12se kiloun a s  Kissexla Lake Park, in the Broad\v:ly aecticnl 
of Flushing, containing abont 65 aclea, pait o i  it in lake, fed by rapia springs, antE 
part  of it in swamp forfit. 

7'hc entire park is srrround:d by finished o r  finishing streets belonziog to :he 
Queens street i.j>tcm and Ey the crnbznl.n~er;t oi an ;lhantlon-d secti-n d the b n g  
I h n d  Railroad. I t  is wocded and capable of deve1op:neW a t  no great e rpei: into '1 
beautiful and unusual city park, work upon which is progressing slowly b ~ u  eiiectx\ ell,, 
I t s  great dr:lwlrack is the lack of funds for its developmc~lt, but it Iiez in a nlchr 
deiirable potitinn ?ic.t\\ern tl-e Eiushinq-J:,maica turnpikc (0:-e of the 1)est rodtli i tr  







Queens) and the FluShing-Jamaica trolley, so that it is accessible for a five-cent fare 
from a large area of the Borougl~. 

Wlth regard to K1s5ena Lake Park. few people rea l l~e  what great improvements 
in the appearance of that park hare  take11 plncc within the year, without any appro- 
priation whatever. 'The entire Rosc aletlue front of the park has been graded and 
seeded and the steep h211ks hdve heen eitllcr 5odded or v l a ~ ~ t e d  with Rosa Wlchurlatia. 
a form of creeping rose xvliich holdi the surface, prexents wash and makcs a most 
beaut~ful effect when ~t ha5 falrl) started to  grow. The result of this has been 
to encourage the abuttlng 1)roperty onne l i  to grade and complete an avenue which 
otherwise woul~l  not have bceu finlshed for two o r  three years. 

The  Corn~niss~oner IS lnvestlgating the p o s ~ ~ b ~ l i t ~ c s  of opening bathing facilities, 
properly regulated, in t h ~ ~ ,  lalie, whlch 1s fed lrry sprltigs, and hopes to bc able to put 
it into operation early next sumlner, ~f the analysis of the mater and other details 
prove to be favorable. 

In connection with this park the Police 'Training Grounds are now a portion of it, 
and it  is planued to open there an athletic track and recreation ccnter. The engilleers 
are now planriing it. 

Queens is not ~vithout occan front facilities for the erijoyinent of its population. 
Rockaway Park, as 1)cforc 5tated. \la5 tieetled t o  atid accepted by the City within recent 



years as a place where its citizens could have all the privileges of sea beach enjoyment 
with;ut let or  hindrance and ~vithout expense. The derelopmeilt coinpany which 
deeded it, with the streets and avenues lying within the area of Rockaway Park, had 
built a series of residences, \\-it11 I-estrictions tlicrcol~, and restricted the beach before 
deeding it to the City, so that no objectional~lc features can ever be huilt thereon. 
The result is that it draws the best elenlent of the population to its beach on Sundays 
and holidays during the season. I t  consists of nearly a nlile of sea front bordered 
by detached resideiices whose grass lawns come to the edge of the bor?rdwalli. Having 
only recently come into the possession of tlie City, it has yet to be shown t o  what 
state of attractiveness it can l ~ e  brought. No money has pct been appropriated by the 
City for its improrement. Jts beach area is about 17.5 acres. 

A most serio~is p r o l ~ l e n ~  is the lack of enough guards for  the protection of this 
reservation, on which Frcm eight to thirty tl-~ousand people will congregate on a single 
Sunday and for vvhich we have had but one park laborer. KO money \\-as, u.ntil 1913, 
provided either for its care or impro~emellt .  1,outl cotiiplaints are coming constantly 
from the residents deina~lding the repai rkg arid rebuilding of long sections of the 
boardwalk. Injuries caused by defects, in the latter have already developed into serio11.q 
suits against the city. . 
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The new Telawatla Park  at Rockawiy Beach, which, on March 21st, 1912, was 
purchased by the City ior somewhat over a million dollars, is intended to serve a 
double purpoqe, namely, that of a public park for seaside enjoyments ahd a site for a 
considerable nmnl~er of b ~ u l d ~ n g s  for hospital and convalescel~t purposes. The  latter 
purposes wili probahly require coniidei-ably the larger portion of the area and already 
there are urgent applications for the appropriation of considerable spaces for the 
immediate erection of these buildings. 

One of them nas for a series of low buildnigs covering 2 length of nearly 1,200 
feet. hnothes, a <pace of over 000 feet in length. I t  is evident already that the 

" numl~er of institutions desiring space will requlre smore area than there is in the  
entire reservation. As a conscqv,encc. the problem which confronts the Board of 
E s t ~ n ~ a t e  and the Park Departmeilt is the ilnrnediate planning out of this big space 
by the ablest talent that can be secured in the country, in order that the City call give 
the tnaximusn accommodations without robbing the citi7ens a t  large of the right to 
enjoy the sea and bay sllore at that point. 

Tour  Commissioner sent a nlap of this area to the Jioard of Estimate's Park Com- 
mittee showing the approximate area and the general location of spaces which should 
be reseryed for the public uses and  gently advisilig that the Board of Estiinate 
secure, ill contlection with the Ilepartment's Landscape Architect, Mr. Lay, the services 
of some noted consulting landscape arcl~itect to  sul>n~it, at the shortest possible notice, 
a plan which ~vill  meet with the al~proval of the Board of Estimate. 

The urgency of this is clue to  tlie fact that nioiiey is available, or has been offered, 
for the immediate construct~on nf one o r  more of these institutions, and it is the duty 
of the citizens of Queens. as well as of the City of New Yorlc, to insist that this 
matter be treated seriously and scientifically. 

I n  the wide range of America it would be difficult to find a place more admirably 
adapted for such uses. 'Iirne n111 unquestionably prove this t o  be one of the best 
inveitments the Clty has ever matle. I t  is practically a great strip of sand dunes 
extending one mile west fro111 the most westerly of the Rockaways, kilown as  Neponsit, 
to the property of the Central Pacific Railroad, which rovers the western point of thc 
Rockaway peninsula. Thc property extends half a mile from tlie waters of Jamaica 
fiay on the south to the ocean front. 

t 

The above describecl parks rotlrtitute the principal part of the park area of Queens, 
but there are several little areas of half an acre to twelve acres in extent scattered 
over the Borough in variouc stages of clevelopment, the handsomest being Kings 
Parlc, in the heart of the tow11 of Jamaica, on its main street., It is dignified-by thc 
presence of the colonial homestead of Governor John '4. King, whose father, Rufus 
King, built it about 125 years ago. The huilding is occupied as a colonial museum ia 
charge of the "King Alailor Association, Incorporated," public-spirited men anct 
women of Jamaica and Queensboro. I t  is surrounded l ~ y  old trees and is it1 a higl~. 
state of cultivation, and is one of the garden spots of the Borough, coiltailling about 
eleven and a half acres. 

It has been plantecl with new flower beds. 
Plans and specifications for the new combined band stand and comfort station in 

the rear of the King Llansion were approved by the Municipal Art  Comn~issiotl and 
the Board of Estimate and believcd to l)e as econonlical as possible for the size* 
absolutely required. 1 he bids, when opened, slldwcd that not less than fifteen thousalld 

"Named for "Telawana," "the last of the Rockaway Ifidians," just as this is likely 
tb b e  the last of the RocGaway parks. 
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dollars would build it, while it was hoped that the appropriation of $10,000 available 
would suffice. The adtlitio~ial srm was requested and rer'used. 

Five tennis courts have been !~rccided and equipped with ilets, etc., and were in 
use on the northerly side of the park last summer. They will be maintained as long 
as no damage is done to the turf. They will be periodically shifted. 

Not far away is the little hillside area known as Upland Park, in Jamaica, on the 
higher ridge of the town, a gift to the City. 

No definite plan has heen yet made fcr its improveme~~t. I t  has thus far been 
developed along natural lines and with considerable taste by the employee in charge. 

It seems to be desirable to wait v,ntil the question of the proposed small addition 
to this park is settled before designing for its future development. 

With the exception. of a few unimproved triangles a t  the junction of streets there 
are no parks 111 ~ong'1sland City, except an area of five and nine-tenths acres known 
as Rainey Park, In Ravenswood, frontlllg on the East R i ~ e r .  I t  will in time become 
designed and completed hy your Comlniss~oner to support a riverside walk and the 
t~sual IIILIS~C stand and comfort statloll. 

l'he gratllng of the surface and proper planting nil1 follow as  soon as spring opens 
and 1 hope to h a ~ e  it ready for planting about thc I~cginning of May, 1913. It will 
form one of the prettiest parks in the s3steni. 















In  Corona is a sill~ilar sclu,lre of three acres known as Linden Park, coiitaininy 
a wading alid 5kating pool l i r  the cciiter. I t  i i  hounded by four \treets, on oilc of which 
is a n~odern  puhllc school I t  i i  undergoinq renovation and iinproven~ent at  the  
present time. 

A very serious problem coilfionted the Con~tni\sioner in the contemplated improve- 
ment of Linden Park. Tt appealed to 1)e absolutely essential that the street on the 
northwesterly side of the parl. should be pre\ iouily graded by the City authorities 
because seepage and drainage froill neighboring houses produced a species of swamp 
on one sidc of the park, producin:: thc foule\t iort of odor? and becoming a menace 
t o  health. I t  also pre\eiltecl the proper c l e a ~ i l n ~  o f  thc ~)oncl 111 the paik. Appeal to 
the Health Department ancl 13orough Prciitlent Connolly was effective. 7 he  poild 
has since been pumped dry. 1s I)cit~g clennccl, and proper approaches to it built. The 
whble surface oi the park has been ral\ed. regraded and nearly resodded. It will be 



ready for the coming summer's use. Proper sewerage being impossible at present, 
a comfort station cannot be built now, although bady needecVf but a band stand 
should be. 

It would be unjust to overlook the !it+le area of two acres formerly owned as s 
pauper's burying ground, adjoining the haixisollle public school at  Queens, Long 
Island, which has recently been turned over to tlie Department of Parks, and ~ h i c h  
i s  being turned into 3 most attractwe neighborhood park at very slight expense. 

QUEENSBORO BRIDGE PL.~zA. 
.-It the reque,t of Sridge Commissioner O'Keeffe T took up jointly with his Depart- 

nient the o i  ilov,& beds, :recs, ctc, on the Queensboro Bridge Plaza. It was 
early completed and the trees, as well as the flowers, have proved satisfactory to  
everybody concerned. 

.Inotller s~milar.  Iwlt Icss developed, park is the College Point Park of about one 
acre 1x1 a square surrounded by four sircets. I t  boas!; the possession of a fountain. 







A very much needed and appreciated addition to this park was the copper-sheathed 
ticket booth secured from the Bridge Department and transferred to  this park as a 
Foreman's office and tool house. I t  was one of several no longer needed on the Queens- 

%or0 Bridge owing to the order issued by your Honor making traffic over this bridge 
bree, 

F U T U R E  - PARK AREAS. 

But  Queens has as yet scarcely awakened to the great necessity which will face her 
all too quickly in the matter of a park system. There are portions of the Borough 
where extensive parks should be acquired as an absolutely essential part of a proper 
system in this great borough of 128 square miles. They should be acquired at once 
without fuss o r  delay and without prolonged haggling. Neglect to do so will impose 
a curse upon Queens that will be 211 too far reaching in the future. Provisions are 
now being made in this connection by the Topographical Bureau to lay out on the 
finished maps of the Borough certain necessary streets or avenues for the exclusite 
use of pleasure traffic and known as parkways. This is being done under the joiht 
cooperation of the Borough President, the Department of Parks and the Topograph'ical 
Bureau, all of whom are working in the greastest accord. But the great difficulty 
which stands it1 the way of park acquisition is the lack of a proper system by which 
parks, admittedly needed and which should be placed upon the topographical map, 
are wiped off because the acquisition is allowed to drag along for such time in every 
case that it forms a blight upon the property comprised within the desired area as 
well as  the assessible surrounding and adjoining property. Some means should be 
discovered for obviating this. If ever the law of excess condeinnation becomes a 
reality the park problen~ will be solved and the most enormous saving to acquiring 
communities result. In  fact, they will pay for themselves in the hands of an ordinarily 
intelligent park departmefit o r  Board of Estimate. 

The need for neighborhood parks, entirely distinct from any great park system', 
is felt at the present ~nomcnt less in Queens than in any other Borough, except in 
certain closely settling regions. like Newtown, Corona, Flushing, Whitestone and 
Astoria. S o h e  provisicn should be made without delay in the Maspeth secticfn 
before land becomes too expensive. Such parks should unquestionably be assessed 
epon the local property benefited. But for such areas as, in the judgment of park 
experts, are a necessary part of a great system i t  is a grave injustice to  local residenb 
and the greatest obstacle to acquisition to have inore than ten to twenty per cent. of 
the cost of such acquisition assessed upon the local o r  abutting owners. 

As one of the best instances of this might be cited the recent case of the proposed 
Cryders Point park a t  Whitestone, which was wiped off the map after being put 
there, on the recommendation of park experts, because of the fear that it would be 
made a local assessment and seriously cripple abutting owners. 

A great many demands have been made, and are being made in increasing 
numbers, for the opening of the connecting roadway through the Cypress Hills 
Cemetery, from the Highland Parkway, in order to give a continuous driveway from" 
Prospect Park to  and through the Borough of Qukens. 

The matter is in the hands of the B6ard of Estimate and Apportionment. For  
some time it was held in abeyance by the Co~nptroller, under the plea that the City 
bad no money to  expend in the purchase of the cemetery area embraced within the 
limits of said parkway and that the cemetery dcmanded prices so high as to  become 
prohibitive, i. e., prices at grave lot rates instead of the usual lot prices. Since then 
the matter seems to be pfcg-essing more favorably. This office, jointly with the 
Queens Topographical Bureau, hzs ccmpleted a survey of the route and plans are 
soon to  be ready for subh>is8ion tev' t%e Board of Estimate and the cemetery authori- 
ties for  a conference. 



The need for such a roadway is growing much faster than that for any public 
road in Queens. The location of this parkway has been approved by both the Park 
Department and the Topographical Bureau and by the Chief Engineer of the Board 
of Estimate and Apportionment, and is favorably considered by the cemetery au- 
thorities. 

MUSIC I N  PARKS. 

The matter of music in the parks of Queens is one which the public little appre- 
ciates, Last year money war: provided for thirty concerts it1 the various parks, five of 
-\yhich were give& in Forest. "The Budget Committee cut do~vn-the appropriation for 
1912 to $1,500,' which was ellough for only thirteen concerts. 111 other Boroughs 
the appropriation was either increased over 1911 or remained the same. I am glad to 
saytthat for 1913 $3,000 was provided. 

x 

THE ACQUISITION O F  FURTHER PARK AREAS AND PARKWAYS. 

Maps are attached to this report as fol!ows: 
No. 1. Map showing thc five boroughs atld the areas now devoted to parks. 
No. 2 Map showing suggestion for Queens parkways. 
No. 3. Map showing, aithout too definite fixing thereof, sites desirable for the 

park system of the future. 
No. 4. &'lap showing the areas recopimeilded for parks in the report of Olmsted 

Brothers to the New York Iniprovement Commission, 1906. 
Ail examination of No. 1 wilb eiilphasize the almost absolute lack of north side 

' 

water front parks as well as the lack of one or two large areas in the Whiteston; 
section and in tlie Oakland-Creedmoor secticn which will be extremely desirabl; within 
the next five or eight years, but which should be taken seriously into consideration at 
this early date. 

I t  will be noted in this connection that no mention is made of neighborhood parks 
o r  playgrounds. The first reason for this is that, in my judgment, the selection and 
maintenance of playgropnds should ccnie properly within the scope and jurisdiction of 
the Recreation Commission and such selection should be reco~ilniended by them only. 
The second reason is that in the creation of i~eighborliood parks, which would seem 
properly to be a charge largely upon adjacent owners, the question of their selection 
is niore largely a matter of local choice and the Park Conimissioner would prefer to 
content himself ~ ~ i t h  calling the attention of the citizens to the desirability of estab- 
lishing as many of these, within reason, as they are willing to pay for. 

Furthernlore, development compailies who have been laying out a large portion 
of the Borough, very largely control such nlatters before the lots come into the hands 
of individual owners. 

Taking the Sage Foulidation Home? Company's and other development companies' 
experience, there is likely to be an increasing tendency on the part of home buyers 
to denland a larger and larger portion of neighborhood park space than in the case 
of lands now developed, if such companies hope to attrazt buyers. 

Referring to the larger a r e s ,  it would seem evident from past experience that 
the method of acquiring ertensive tracts ior park pmpcses is far more economically 
and svcce<~fl;!ly nccion~:~!i.,kerl rroni .the City's polrat of view by clearly indicating the 
gener;lI iur-,itto~, n kc ,  c !?I (1 1s desirable for such purpose and placing in the hands 
of a piopr3r C O I I I : I ~ I ~ ~ I ( ~ ~ I  1 1 1 ~  l T r c  - ~nrlicated~ leaving them to select from properties 
offered 1 I co.r~pet~t~on tho\.. t r i ~ ~ .  Tdiri~l~h they find best adapted or most economical 
for park purltoies. 

A 

It I s  not th2 111ie1:t; In of tl:- Q11e8ns Cominissioncr to recommend the purchase 
within the next y e a  of mbrc than one of these areas, and that should be the largest 
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orle in the n ~ o s t  undeve!oped section of the Eorovgh where a general park will be 
recluired in order that it may he poislble to secure it before the nlarch of i~nprovenlent 
and building de.velol)mc~~t !lab tahei~ it entirely out of the market at a reasonable 
price. 

\ 

In  regard to parkways, the lines on Nap  No. 2 indicate such portions of existing 
lines of comtiiunicatior~ or roads as are elther nom, or about to  be, placed upon the 
map of Queen\, nlii-11 uill form the 1no.t uscful parkway coni~ections between the 
System Parks at the least expense. 

The length of the Conduit Parkway as estimated nsill be 7.1 miles, from Brooklyn 
to Nassau County line. 

The length of the Interboro~~gh Parkway a? estimated will be 12 1 miles, from 
Higliland Parkway t11rou:h Cypress Hills Ctinetcry, Forest Parlr, Union Turnpike, 
Jlead of the Vle~gh road an.1 e2st to tlie county 11m. (See footnote.) 

The length of the Crossoler Parkway as es t~~na ted  wlll he 7.2 mllcs, from Conduit 
Parkway to the Xortli Shore Parkway. 

NOTE-Action to establiih the Conduit Parkway was instituted by the introduc- 
tion of a bill into the Leg~ilature by S_enatcr Torborg, copy of which is given below. 
I t  was ])es>ed and appro-bred hy Mayor Gaynor. but v,as vetoed by Gov. Sulzer for 
the reason shown in the follo\v~ng lctter from Asst. Corporation Counsel McGoldrick. 

LAW DEPARTMENT OF CITY OF NEW YORK 

Albany, June 19th, 1913. 

, Re ; Boulevard, Brooklyn water conduit. 

My dear COMMISSIONER : 

Your letter of rhe 16th ui th  refsreiice tn the above bill is at  hand. I t  passed the 
legidaturc and n as approvet1 by Mayor Gaj nor. Governor Sulzer vetoed it, however, 
upon the groutld that the object sought to  be accomplished was covered by the resent 
Home Rule Law for cities. The hlll, therefore, violated the Home Rule principle. 

Yours very truly, 

EDWARD J. McGOLDRICK, 

Assistarzt Corporation Counsel. 

MR. WALTER G. ELIOT, 
Commissiolzer of  Parks, Borough o f  QueensJ 

The Overlook, FFbrest Piark, N.  Y .  City. 
- - -- . . - i 



STATE OF NEW YORK. 

G. 0. 556. Nos. 165, 1723. Int. 163. 

I N  SENATE, 

January 15, 1913. 

Introduced by Mr. TORBORG-read twicc and ordered printed, and when printed to bc 
committed to tlie Cornillittee on Affairs of Cities-reported favorably from said 
committee with amendments, and ordered reprinted as amended and when 
reprinted to be referred to the Coillmittee of the Whole. 

AN ACT 

TO PROVIDE FOR THE IMPROVEMENT AS A BOULEVARD OF CERTAIN L A N D S  I N  THE BOROUGHS 
OF RROOICLYN A N D  QUEENS. IN THE CITY OF NEW YOZK. 

The People of the Stnte of Ncw York, vepvcsented in Senate and Assembly, 20 
enact as follozas: 

SECTION 1. The proper authorities of the city of New York vested by law with 
the power to  cause the improvement of streets and avenues in such city, are hereby 
authorized and etllpowercd to inlprove as a l~oulerai-d the strip of land now owne;! 
br such city oil which is located the Rrooklyu water coilduit extending from Highla~ld 
park southea5terlp through the boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens to the dividing 
line between the borough of Queeiis and the county of Nassau. The expense of such 
~mprorenieiit shall be defrayed froill the street improvement iund of such city. Such 
boulevard slid11 be paved al6ng such parts as street traffic may be carried on thereon 
and properly ornamented with trees and shrubbery in such manner as to conform 
generally to the appearance of the Highland park boulevard which connects with such 
new boulevard at tlie nortl~wcsterly end thereof. Wheu completed, such boulevard 
shall bc under the charge and control of the departmeilt of parks of such city. 

SEC 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

THE INTERBOROUGH PARKWAY. 

Extract fro% a report to Bowugh P ~ e s .  Corzf~olly of Queelzs by the Chief Engineer 
o f  the Topog~~ablzical B.tireazt, March, 1913 

"The extension of Eaqtern Parkway from Highland Boulevard to the western 
boundary of Forest Park will make a complete parkway, uniting Prospect Park, ' 
Highland Park aild Foreit Park, mhich nil1 be one of the most picturesque parkways 
in the City, folloming the ridge of hilli that overloolc the southerly slope of Brooklyn 
and Queens, from \\hich call be -ciewed a very rare panoranla of housetops and verdure, 
with bay and ocean in the distance. 

"At the westerly boundary of Forest Park the Park Department will carry the 
road+ to the present drives, \vli~ch lead to Union 'Turnpike and Queens Boulevard, at  
which point a broad highway called Grand Central Parkway is planned upon the city 
map, which will connect with the proposed Grand Central Boulevard of Long Island, 
t!iuS iorrning a complete parkway route between Prospect Park Plaza and all l i n g  
Island. Prospect Park Plaza is the hub frcm which most of the important highways 
af Brooklyn radiate and is easily reached froin all points of Manhattan. 





"Thousands of antomobiles may be seen in fine weather following the Eastern 
Parkway and Highland Boulevard to Ridgewood Reservoir. Here they are forced to  
follow the parlc drive down a stecp grade to Jamaica Avenue, thence by way of 
Jamaica Avenue to  Forest Parkway, where they again ascend a steep hill into the 
park. 

"To say the least, this is ail exceedingly awkward detour. Jamaica Avenue is 
overcrowded wit11 traffic; two trolley tracks occupy the street, which is only seventy 
feet wide in Brooklyn and sixty-six feet wide in Queens, besides which great numbers 
of slow moving farm wagoas from Long Island use the highway. 

"This improvenient is entirely metropolitan and should be paid for as Mosholu 
and similar parkways were. There is practically no property on eithcr side of the 
route that can be assessed for sccll an iinprovement, as the adjacent land is prac- 
tically all owned by the City or in use as cemeteries. 

"The acquisition of the part of this parkway that passes through Cypress Hills 
Cemetery was made possible by a special act of Legislature passed in 1908, allowing 
the City of New York to lay out such a street and to  condemn the cemetery 
property necessary for the improvement. 

"A survey was made of the route for this parkway in accordance with the act, 
and, on April lst, 1910, thc matter was referred to  a committee of the Board of Esti- 
mate and Apportionlnent, consisting of the Comptroller, President of the Board of 
Aldermen, President of the Borough of Queens and Presiclellt of the Borough of 
Brooklyn, which committee reported that, on account of the cost of the improvement, 
in view of the demands upon the City for other improvements, the Board would 
not be justified in undertaking tlie project. 'It is, therefore, recommended, without 
prejudice to the merits of the improvement, that the plan be not approved o r  incor- 
porated on the map of the City a t  this time.' 

"Chapter 404 of tlie Laws of 1908, \vherehy this improvement is made possible, 
provides that 'within one year the engineer of the Board of Estimate and Apper- 
tionment of the City of 3 c w  Yorlc shall make surveys and prepare a map showing 
the exact location and course of the said street, road, avenue o r  parkway, which map 
shall, as soon as practicable, be approved l ~ y  the Eoard of Estimate and Apportion- 
ment.' 

"It appears from the above that unless the City takes advantage of this special 
permission of the Legislature, the ceinetery corporations might clainl that the act nd 
longer applied in that the conditions might be different than they were when the 
permission was granted. In the light of past experience with highways that adjoin 
cemeteries, it would be especiaily unfortunate if the city were to lose this right. 

"In the three years that have passed since this cotnnlittee reported to  the Board 
the use of a~itoinobiles has greatly increased and recent highway improvements in 
Queens and Long Island have made this a favorite route for automobilists. 

"The Park Department of Queens has prepared a map showing the area of land 
required for the parkway and the graves affected by the improvement." 

THE NEED OF A STADIUM. 

The ever-increasing interest of the public in athletic competitions and field sports 
Ctnphasizes the necessity for providing for the future in this respect. 

Only recently a propositioc in Manl~attan has brought such matters prominently 
before the public. 

It would seem from the experieilcc of the past that if provisions for a s tadiua 
were made within the next few years in each Borough it would be a matter of 
comparatively little expense; yet if left to the time it1 the future when public demand 
cannot be overlooked it will. illvolve millions, 







There are pfaces in Queens where a stadium could be constructed in excavation 
instead of being built above ground and thereby save greatly the cost of construction. 

A t  the present moment Queens appears to be particularly fortunate in having in- 
herited in the regiob of Highland Parli, on the Brooklyn border of the borough, an  
abandoned reservoir which the Department i ~ ~ t e n d s  to convert, a t  no great expense, into 
a small but J ery attractive stadium. 

A P P R O P R I A T E  PLACES FOR PUBLIC MONUMENTS. 

Experience in the past, in &[anhattan and elsewhere, having proved that there are 
few places within the ares of our larger and srnaller parks where monuments to 
public characters are appropriate, it would appear desirable that some systerilatic 
plan be devised by which ~ t r e e t  interscctior~s and such other small areas as f m n ~  
timc to time come within the jurisdiction of this Department should be made available 
for the erection of such monuments, applications for which are ever increelsing, and 
your Commissioner bearing this 111 mind is preparmg a comprehensive plan indicating 
such locations for the purpose as would be desirable. 

It would seem particclarly approprizte that one or two of the long parkways con- 
templated for Queens should pro\ide for a series of such monuments in addition 
to the individual or historlc monuments appropriate for street intersections and the 
Commissioner hopes, in the near future, that, in coi~junction with the Ar t  Commis- 
sion, a t  least one extensive parkway can be selected and at1 appropriate design there- 
for drawn up which will In timc make such a parkway a memorial or  historic 
parkway. 

T h e  policing of the parks, as has been indicated elsewhere in this report, is one 
of so serious an  import that it should not be passed over lightly. 

After careful discussion of the matter in the Park  Board and with the Parks 
Advisory Committee your Com~xissioner recluested in his budget for 1913 that a 
provision be made for the appointment of ten park guards, as a regular part of the 
Tax Levy Force to be under the sole j~~risdiction of the Commissioner and for whom 
i t  was intended to secure the proper poner  of arrest as is done in such parks as the 
Druid Hill Park  in Baltimore and parks of similar extent and character in other 
large cities. A spirit of ecot~omy or lack of opportunity to investigate the necessity . 
therefore led the Budget Committee to elitllinate said item from the Budget. Thug 
the parks of Queens, notably Forest, Highland and Klssena, are left for another year 
with the absolutely insufficient protection accorded by the Police Department, through 
no fault of theirs, but which 1s due to lack of inch enough to assign thereto. 

Almost immediately after the approla1 of the budget the inevitable resulted-the 
murder of an  Italian citizen in one of the most public places in Forest Park, the 
evidences showing a violent and prolonged struggle before the victim was killed witli 
n o  less than forty-three stab wounds in his body. 

It is a well-knomn iact that the policing of the park is far less satisfactory and 
far less efficient uiider the present system than with the old system of independeni 
park police. 

The  character of work to  be done is radically different from that of the regular 
policeman. 

This work can be most ecc~~o~nical ly  done by men who can be doing at  the same 
time other work which the police could not be called upon to do and which is of a 
fnaintenance character. 

A very desirable alternative plan, approved by the entire; Park  Board, was sug- 



gested by the following bill fathered by the Crotona Park  Associati011 and later 
introduced by Senator Griffin, but failed to becc~me a law: 

STATE OF NEW YORK. 

3d Rdg. 623. No. 1964. Int. 1567. 

I N  SENATE, 

April 1, 1913. 

'Xntroduced by Mr. GRIFFIN-read tmice, and by unanimous consent the rule was 
suspended and said bill ordered to a t h ~ r d  resthng and pr~nted, and referred to 
the Committee on Affairs of C ~ t ~ e i ,  retaining place in t l i ~  order of third reading. 

AN ACT 

To AMEND THE GREATER NEW YORI~ CH-iRTER BY ESTABLISHING A PARK POLICE FORCE. 

TIae People  o f  tlac S ta te  o f  XesLl Ynr f z ,  veprescirtcd i l l  Sailate nild Asseittbly, tEo 
enact as  follows: 

SECTION 1. The  Greater New Torlc charter, as reenacted by chapter four hundred 
arid sixty-six of the laws of nincteen hundred and one, is hereby amended by inserting 
therein a new section, to be section t n c  hundred and tell-a, to read as follows: 

SEC. 210-a. 'J'hc park board shall ant1 herebf is dirccted, having first obtained 
authority from the board of estimate and apportionment, to appoint a force t o  be 
known as the park police, consisting of as many n1en and oecers  as the com~nissioners 
of parks of the said city may from time to tiime deem necessary to preserve order and 
to protect the property in tile pul~lic parks of the city of i%ew York, squares and 
places, and which force shall he tinder thc exclusive control and direction of the said 
park board. The said board shall haye powcr in its tliscretion on conviction by said 
board or by any court o r  officer of conipetcnt jurisdiction, of a member or officer of 
the force known as the parlc police, of any l e ~ a l  or  criminal offense, or neglect of 
duty, violation of rules, or neglect or disobedieilce of orders, or  absence without 
leave, or  ally conduct injurious to the p~thlic peace or welfare, or immoral or  improper . 
conduct o r  any breach of discipline, to punish the offending party by reprimand, or  
forfeiting and tvithholding pay for a specified tihie, suspension without any pay during 
such suspension, or  by dismissal from thc fcrce; but no more than thirty days' pay 
,or salary shall be forfeited or tlcducted for any offense. The board is also authorized 
and empo~t-ered, in its discretion, to decluct and withhold pay or  compensation from 
any member or  meml~ers of the park police force for or  on account of absence for any 
cause tvithout leave, lost or sick time, sickness or  other disability, physical or  mental; 
provided, ho~vever, that the pay, salary or coilipensation so deducted and withheld shall 
not, except in the case of ahsence \\-itllout leave exceed one-half thereof; and said 
board is acthorized and empowered fro111 tinle to time to make and prescribe rules 
and regulations to carry into effect and enforce the provision of this section. No 
member of the park police force under the penalty of forfeiting the salary' o r  pay 
which may be due him, sliall withdiaw o r  resign except by permission of the com- 
missior~ers of parks. Absence without leave of any member of the park police force for 
five cocsecutive days 'shall be deemed and held to be a resignation and a mcinber s~ 
absent shall at  the expiration of said period, cease to  be a member of said park police 



'force, and be dismissed therefrom without notice. No leave of absence, exceeding 
twenty days in any one gear, shall be granted or  allo\ved to any me~nber  of the 
park palicc force except upon condition that such meinljer shall waive and release not 
less than one-llnlf of all ialary, pay or compensation and claim thereto, or  any part 
thereof, during such absence. Each member of said force shall, by virtue of his ap- 
pointrne~~t,  ljc invested with the same powers within the limits of said public parks, 
squares and places and that portion of the streets and avenues bounding the same as 
lie adjacent thereto as if lie had been appointed to a similar rank i11 tlle force of 
the police dep2rtmcnt of the city, anti shall take an oath to be l~rescribed by said 
board and niay he allowed compensation by said board subject to the approval of 
the board of estinrate and aplmrtioi~mcnt equal to that allowed to members of the 
police force of similar ranli and grade. The said board shall have power to establish 
ranks and grades in said park police force and in accordance with civil service rules 
to proincte tile mcillbers of said force from a lolver to a higher rank, or  to reduce 
such members from a higher to a lower rank. 

The board of estimate and apportionment and the board of aldermen as provided 
for under the charter of the city of New York at  present s l~a l imake  each year suitable 
appropriation for the salaries and inai~lteilance of the said park police force and for 
its equipment as :nay bc recoinmended to the hoard of estimate and apportionment 
and the board of aldcrmen by said park Iloard. 'fhe park police shall be uniformed 
and the same general regulations shall apply as to the payment for u~liforms as now 
exist in tile police department except that the park board shall have the exclusive right 
t o  select the color and ~naterial  of the uniforms to be worn. I t  shall be the duty 
of the park board to distribute the police force herehy provided througliout the parks 
of the city of New York so that adequate protection may be given to the public 
and the property of the city 'ivithin said parks. 

SEC. 2 .  This act shall go into effect on the first day of January, nineteen hcndred 
and fourteen, and the board of estinlate and apportionment shall in its discretion 
make suitable appropriations for carrying out its provisions in the budget for ilineteen 
hundred and fourteen. 

PRIVATELY OWNED INDENTATIONS IN PARK BOUNDARIES. 

In the case of two or  thrcc of t l ~ e  parks now owned by the City, notably Forest 
and Upland Parks, the purchaw or  ceislon of the o r ~ g ~ n a l  property has left small 
~ndentations III prixate 11ancIs which arc a menace to the present value o r  permanent 
heauty of the park Your Comrnl5s1oner Ilas considered the gravest of these which 
should be securetl ~rnmediately at  the comparatively small expense of a few thousand 
dollars and made them the subject of a speclal request for cons~deration by the 
Finance Department, but each one of then1 hss been rejected on the plea that 
there are no funds therefor 'Ihe tnost importailt of them is the property of the so- 
called Eldorado Iiotel  and s ~ u u ~ n e ~  garden, located a t  the corner of Woodhaven and 
Myrtle avenues and Forest Park. u here a doubtful patronage and the maximum nar- 
rowing of the park area n~volved a seriei of b ~ ~ i l d ~ n g s  which could be made available 
for park uses and which arc located on twenty-two full sized lots. This property was 
offered to both private partie4 and the Departineat for a sum not to exceed $30,000. It 
\hould not be tolerated for a moment zs an  encroachment upon the park area. This 
request was suhmltted and rejected. 

A liberal offer by the Sage Foundatioil Homes Company of an  indentation clode 
by the adininistration headquarters of t h ~ s  department illet a sinlilar fate, and another 
triangular piece of small dimenslbns a t  the corner of Union Turnpike and Metropolitan 
'avenue, which is destined to be a very ~mportant  highway, was strongly recommended 



Tor immediate purchase but also met with denial, since which time a road house 
and undesirable saloon has been coastructetl thercon at  the cost of many thousand 
dollars. I afterward learned that t h ~ s  had I~een  the iubject of similar recommenda- 
tions by former c o ~ ~ i ~ i i i s s i o ~ ~ e r s  but f2lled of a p p r o ~ a l  on ing  to personal and political 
factional dlficulties. A further bery desirable dfea rnhlch could be immediately ac- 
quired and the ~ a l u e  of w l i ~ c i ~  15 r c i y  r:+pidly increasing ir a sinall corner of 3% 
acres 111 extent which should be acqulred to colnplete the natural boundaries of the 
Upland Park  in Jamaica. This park was given, a i  heretoforc stated, by citlzens of 
Queens and has cost the City an itisignificant sum for nlaitltenance up to date. I t  
1s one of the most naturally beautiful ,pots in the Borough 

Both the citize11.i in the ne~ghl~orhood ant1 CIVIC botlie5, as &ell as your Commis- 
sioner, ha t e  recommei~detl ant1 urged that the City buy these 3% additional acres for 
the purpose outlinetl and for tlie addit~onal reason that ~t ~ 1 1 1  thereby acqulre another 
acre of land by gift fro111 Mr Robert V\'. Higbie 'L'hli matter is now before the 
Board of Estimate. 

. In  the several caws out l~ned alwve the f a~ lu re  of the Clty to buy the property, 
which in the end mill ccrtaiiilj be required. wlll ultimately irlvolve i t  to an  amount 
five to ten times the present prlce ant1 hold tlie city authorities up to publlc criticism, 
accusation and scandal. 

I t  has become evident that the rolling 5tock ancl live itock used in the daily 
maintenance and. conrtruction work of the parks should be properly housed and 
protected from the inclemeticie~ of the weather. Furthermore, it is not practical 
o r  economical for all such htuldiligi to 1)e in one locat~on, for the reason that 
the parks are  w~de ly  scattered over an Immense territory but the main btuldings, work 
shops and storehouses should u~~questionably be placed in Forest Park  111 as concen- 
trated and central a por~t ion as possible on a general plan to be approved by the 
Con~missioner and the Art Commission Steps looking toward this end were taken 
and plans submitted and approled 1)). the Ar t  Comm~ssion therefor, beginning with 
plans for the most needed, viz.  the wagon-ihedi, hut tlie matter has been held up in 
the Board of Estin~atc on a report from tllc Department of Finance, which claims 
that the funds at  the d~sposxl of the Department mere not applicable to  even the pre- 
liminary work therefor. 

Such report suggested that corporate itock should bc spec~ally voted for such 
purpose and the Comniirsioncr ha. made such request for consideration by the Board 
of Estimate. S o  ahsurd are the ptesent cond~tions that, for instance, valuable office 
desks, arriving after the building in Forest Park, for wli~ch they were intended, had 
closed, had to be left on the wagon 111 the open with no more protection against 
the inclemencies of the weather than a piete of tarpaulin. 

I t  might be interestiny to note in t h ~ s  connectim7 that there a r e  n o  safe  o r  
appropriate l~ui ld i r~gs  o r  places within anything like reasonable reach of two o r  three 
of these parks. T cannot too strongly emphasize thc necessity for  building such 
service buildings as are  required on a gcrrcral plan and  of such materials as wilf 
make them both permanent and sufficiently artistic t o  be appropriate, and not an  
eye-sore to  a finished park. 

The materials therefor sho~ild be as ii~cxpensive as poss~hle. but a perishable or 
inartistic design or  construction should not he tolerated 

, - LACK OF S H E L T E R S  I N  ALL PAIRKS. 

At the prewnt time the parki in Queens are absolutely without shelters of any 
kind in case of storm o r  \ i r e s .  'I he same is true with regard to refreshment facili- 
ties. Some inexpensive hut permanent shelteis shouId be s~~pphe t l  itilmed~ately 11; 
Kissena Lake, Highland, Forest and Railley Parks 



The  necessity for these is perfectly obvious to anybody 1vho visits the parks even 
for a moment. 

FENCES. 

It is impossible proper!y t o  care for any  park under my jwisdiction unl'ess provided 
with a proper fence.. There is lacking of 'tlie circumferential iron fencing in Forest 
Pa& no less than 35,440 feet. 

The  resulting depredations are becoming niore serious every day. Money sliould 
be  provided to continue the present iron fciice around the unfenced portion at  the 
earliest possible date, the cost of which is estimated at  thirty-five thousand dollars 
($S5,000). 

The  nelv park a t  Learitt street and Myrtle avenuc, in Flusliing, should he supplied 
with a permanent iron fence, which will he needed even as early as the coming summer ' 

before the improveillent of the park lias gone l~eyond the stage of draini~lg and 
filling, as this is particularly a neighl)orl~oorl parlz near the most built-up portion 
of Flushing and within two blocks of its main business center. 'Fhe necessity for a 
fence in this particular instance is greater than usual if any sort of care is to be 
given to its in~provement and preservation. 

Upland Park  in Janlaica has at  present no l~omldary fence at  all, even on the 
11ighn.a~ known as Highland avenue, upon which it front$. As a result it has been 
encroached upon both hy development companies to the north and private interests on 
each side. 'I'he park is in a reasonably tleveloped condition already and needs 
protection. I t  involves 2,355 feet of iroli fencing. the esti~natetl cost of which is 

, forty-seven hundred and ten dollars. 
Linden Park, Corona, xi~hich has undergone extensive regrading and improve- . 

ment, will, even before this report is in print, r e q ~ ~ i r e  that the present antiquated 
and decaying fence, no longer apprcpriate for any purpose, 1)e replaced wit12 a proper 
iron fence to protect it from the schcol children c11 tlie one side and careless citizens 
011 the other three sides. The park is not only one of unusual attractiveness, as 
the accompanying photographs ~vi l l  show, hut, also, it is of a character quite similar 
to that of Kings Park, Jamaica, the fencing of which lias proved to be one of the 
most timely acts of the past adn~inistration. AF the hoiue of the Borough President , 

as well as a large city school fronts upon this park it is entitled to  more than careless 
consideration. I t  involves 1.470 feet of iron fencing, ~vhich will cost in the neighbor- 
hood of twenty-nine hundred and forty dollars. 

The onIy other park needing imniediate attention in this respect is Rainey Park. 
in Long Island City, where public clamor has for sonle time been loud. 

Before this report is in print the expensive sea wall and the necessary grading of 
the park surface will he completed and it would he the height of folly to attempt 
t o  plant or  maintain it in the altsence of such fencing, It mill require an appropria- 
tion of $4,688 to provide for an iron picket fencing of 2,038 feet. 

I t  should not be necessary to state here that it is the worst possible business policy 
to leave unfenced for another year the city properties above named. 

A suit against the City for the recovefy of property amounting to  some fifteen 
acres in one of the nicst valuable portions of Forest Park has resulted from the 
failure to fence it. 'I'he Corporation Coullsel's office intimated to the Department 
that the lack of fencing a t  that point rc~idercd the suit inore difficult to defend in 
thd legal proceedings under way. 

TEMPORARY FENCING FOR FOREST PARK. 

A request was made to the Boarcl of Estimate and Apportionment to permit the 
fiurchase out of the available corfiorate stock issue for the improveinent of Forest 



Park of enough chestnut railroad ties (now being made hy a contractor out of the 
diseased chestnut trcci he is fclling in the jiai-k) to conitruct the needed fences. It 
proved to he a fact that heavy railroad tteq coit I ~ a t  4jc to 55c. each in the open 
market, ~vhile xery much lighter 4" x 4" 'fence post\" cost no less and had no such 
lasting qualities. 

THE FOLLOWING EXTRACT FROM MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF ESTIMATE AND APPOR- 
TION%!ENT EXPLAINS ITSELF. 

"The Secretary presented the f o l l o ~ ~ i l ~ g  c c ~ ~ ~ m u n i c a t i o l ~  from the Commissioilcr o i  
Parks, Borough of QueGlis, requcsting al,pro\al o f  the for111 of contract, specification\ 
ancl estimate o: cost ($2,600) ior furi~irhing 21-d del~\.ermq cheitnut posts for uie 111 

Forest Park, together \ ~ l t h  a repoit of the Coillrtrolier recommentliiig that said 
request be dlsapprovetl, for the reason that the Uepartment has sufficient iuaterial 
in its possessioii from nhich zultahie fence posts can bc made; also an additional 
communication from the Cominissioner o i  Parks on the subject: 

T h e  City of New York, Department of Parks, Borough of Queens, October 2 
1912. 

"To the Eoard of Estimate ant1 Apportionn~ent, City of New York: 

"Gentlemen.-Herenith I beg to fornard far  the approval of your Honorable 
Roartl, as required, fcrlll of prop3ied contract znd spec~fications for furnishing and 
delivering cliestllut post, ior use In Fol rbt Pzrl; in the l3orougli of Queens. 

"The nlaterial etubracetl w;tllia this contract 15 estimated to cost $2,600, and 
will be chargeable a g ~ i c s t  the fund plcvided by corporate stock issue designated 
C.D.P.-242B 'Improven~ent of Forest Parli.' 

"Respectfully, 

"W. G. ELIOT.  Commissioner o f  Parks, 
"Bor0'0~6gl4 of Queetzs." 

"Department of Finance, City of Nelv York. Ilurcau of AIuiiicipal Investigation 
and Statistics, December 27, 1912. . 
T o  the Board of Estimate and Apportionment: 

Genk!emen:-On Octol~er 23, 1912, the Commissioiler of Parks, Borough of 
Qveciir, recluested approval of the forin of contract, specifica.tions and estimate of coqt 
in the sum of $2,009, for f u i i ~ ~ \ h l n g  a d  del~vcring chcstnut posts for use in Forest 
P a ~ k ,  B o r o ~ i ~ h  o i  Q lecu i  Ti1  conner-tion there,\ith 1 report as foliows: 

"In NarcIi, 1912, the Con~rn~.sloi~er entcred into a contract with the Viaduct Con- 
tracting Coinpaily ior  the removal of dead and diseased timber, standing or  down, 
which might be n~a-.lred for cutting by the rorestcr of the Park  Department, within 
Forest Pa rk ;  the co~ltractor to pay the sum o; :LOG and glxe the Q~teens  Park  Depart- 
ment 20 per cent. of all  t~tul,er rut, \,l;;ch t i i ~ h e r  \ \as to be of every diameter cut. 

"It is estLriated that the contractcr cut and relnoved 9,000 dead o r  diseased chestnut 
trees. The contracting company took $0 per cent i o r  lts part, leating 1.800 as the 
Department's share. An ellmination of the tiees allotted to the Department sflows 
sufficirnt materill r r c n ~  .vlhLrl~ fti:ce posts can lte mnde a t  very little cost. 

"The c1;e~tnut posts plopoied to be purchased are about 8 inchcs wide, G inches 
thick as.6 855 icet ioiig, and have been dressed fo' railroad ties. If  timber of these 
dimensions were used for fence posts there would be a xiaste of one-third of the 



material. The use of railroad ties for fencing in parks has not been adopted by any 
of the other Park Commissioners. 

"If posts of the s17e mentioned are required on the ground of durability, it would be 
more ecotlon~ical to have posts constructed of concrete. 

"In v ~ e w  of the fact that the Department has sufficient material in its possession 
froill ~sh ich  suitable ieilce posts can be made, I recomrneild that the request for 
approval of the plant and specifications for the fencc posts be not approved. 

"Respectfully, 

"WM. A. PRENDERGAST, Cowzptroller." 

"The City of New York, Department of Parks, Rorough of Queens, Januar) 
8, 1913. 

"To the Honorable, the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, 277 Broadway, -. New 
York City: 

Gentlemen:-Referring to the report of the Comptroller recommending the dis- 
approval of the form of contracr, specifications and estimated cost for furnishing 
and delivering chestnut posts ior use in Forest Park for the reason that this depart-' 
ment has sufficient material in it? possessicn from mhlch suitable fence posts can be 
made (KO. 56 on the Calendar), L beg to say that 11 is technicaIly true that this 
Department has sonle materlal In its posse>sion frc111 ~xhich suitable fence posts caq 
be made, but to use this 1natert;il for that purpose nould be a piece of gross ex- 
travagance of wl~ich I am nnw~lling to he gullty 

"'The fact is that the iarne amount of lumber which will ha le  a market value of 
$1.20 in the form of fence posts will ha>e a market xalue of $3.45 if cut into two- 
inch plank, for which this Department has a still more imperative need. 

"Respectfully, 

"WALTER G. ELIOT, Col~missioner of Parks, 
Borough o f  Queens. 

"The following resolution was offered: 

"Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment hereby disapproves 
of the requeit of the Coinmlssioner of' Parks, Borougl~ of Queens, as set forth in a 
cominunlcatlorl dated October 23, 1912, fcr  the approval of the form of proposed 
contract, specifications and estimate of cost ($2,600) for furni41ing an6 delivering 
chestnut posts for use in Forest Park, Borough of Queens. ' 

"Which was adopted by thc following vote: 
".4&rmative-The Mzyor, the Coillptroller and the Presidents of the Boroughs of 

Manhattan, Brooklyn, ?he Bronx, Queens and Richmond-13. 
"The Secretary was directed to transmit a copy of the report of the Comptroller 

to  the Commissioner of Parks, Eorough of Queens."-City Record. January 22d, 1913. 

The above statements made by the Hotlorable Comptroller are so misleading and 
untrue as t o  be due t o  either \~lllful or gross igt~orance. 

The mistaken assumnticn tlqat f e ~ ~ c ?  pnctq 6 r 8 inrhes in cross-scct~o:~, would 
involve a waste of one-third of the inaterip1 a5sumes that a fence post 5 x 6 inches 
in section and stancl~ng above the grot~nd 5% feet would, uilder the conditions of 

'dampness and shlde, alternate wetting and drying, which exist around the Forest 
Park boundaries now unfenced, withstand rottmg at the ground surface for any 



length of time when subject to the strain of men and boys climbing over a 5%-foot or 
6-foot wire fence, where the posts are set 8 feet apart, speaks for itself. 

Rotting a t  the ground tinder such conditicns need be but slightly advanced before 
the strain of a climber over the upper strands of wire fencing will readily overturn 
o t  destroy the posts. 

T h e  necessity for the 
ability that such a fcnce 

use of such heavy posts as 6 x 8 inches is due to the desir- 
should last a t  least ten years, owing to the lack of money in 

the City treasury for the coniplet~on cf the present permanent iron fences, a distance 
of 35,000 feet, and at  a cost of a t  least thirty thousand doll3rs. 

Furthermore, chestnut posts 5 x 6 inches command a price in the market of 70 cciit> 
each and have to  be niade to order. The  conditions of the market are such that 
there seems to be a special price, much cnder the ordinary cost of lumber, a t  wl~icll 
railroad ties call be bought, ant1 the railroad tie in this case happened to be more 
avaitahlc. a t  a price approximating 45 t o  55 cents each, with every expectation of 
outlasting by Illore than iour tinlei :a 5 x 6 fence post, nhile, at  the same time, it 
rhakes a much niorc appropriate and ornamental bounding fence for a city park. 

Again, at  the above prlce they could be bougl~t successfully by competition from 
either the contractor cutting such ties on the premises (for $ale to the Long Island 
an<! other railroads), or  they could be I ~ o u g l ~ t  elsewhere axid delivered by the railroad 
at  the rery  ground where they were to be uieLl. Proper re~nfolced concrete posts cost 
$2.00 each. 

There is no doubt that it mas a graTe mistake that this plan was not followed out. 
A similar opportunity is not likely to recur. All available chcstnut ties oil Long 
Island are practically purchased or  contracted for l ~ y  the Pennsylvania Railroad. The  
Ijark renlains unfenced, and the result is endless destruction by marauding, impossible 
to prevent wit!lout fe~ic i~lg .  and, in the j~resent condition of the city finances and 
the temper of the Board of Estiinate, there is little likelihood that the permane~lt  
fence will be constructed for inanv years. - .  

I n  this connection I may say that there seenls to he a growing tendency on the 
part of subordi~~ates  in the Finance l)epartment, utterly unfitted by experience or  
education, to dictate to department hezds a s  to the  proper colirses to pursue and the 
proper materials to be used, when the officials and. expelts of such departments are  
far better and rnore competent to decttic. IZeporti are usually made o r  submitted 
to  the Board of Estimate In a n a y  that malces it imposiihle for a Con~missioner to 
answer them or  to show the fallacies therein, I~efore the matters t o  which they 
pertain are settled hy a vote of the Board. I t  is ah inlpertinent assumption of 
authority 1)y the Finance Departmect u~hlch was never contemplated by the Charter 
and for which there is 110 authority therein. One of the most serious results thereof 
is the delay and expense in the executloli of work, causecl by the necessity for sub- 
mitting such matters a t  all to the Cotnptrollcr. 

T h e  work done hy Mr. James F. Burns, Arhoriculturist of the Department, has 
given the greatest satisfaction to Queens citizens, due to his care and treatment of 
the street trees. 'The work attendact upon the in spec ti of^ and supervision of park 
trees has been so extensive anel exacting that I feel able to say that the city is t o  
be congratulated on the amc~unt of worlr done and the skill attained with the expendi- 
ture of so conlparatively sruall a scnl devoted to the work in this department. I t  
would be well worth the City's ~vhile to double this force for the purpose of pro- 
tecting the large area t l~rough Queens, ~ v l ~ i c h  such a course conld protect, before 
the march of so-called impioveillel~t has led its citizens to destroy large numbers 
'of trees of the valuable growths aud varieties for which the Borough is celebrated: 
A synopsis of  the work done by the present force is subjoined. 



Work Performed by Arboriculfu~al Bzwcau, Dcpnr t+~ze~ t  of Parks, Borough of Queens, 
Dz~riilg tkc Ye7ni. 1912. 

Number. 

9,149 Trees trimmed and pruned. 
5,900 Trees sprayed for insect pcsts, fungi, etc. 

175 Cavities in trees filled and cemented to prolong their live5. 
650 Dead or dangerous t c e x  removcd to protect life and limb. 

1,025 Writtcn requests reczived from residents and civic associations to inspect trees 
requiring attention. 

3,175 Applications from tele~hoie and electric light companics to set poles and string 
wires, that required inspections, reports and supervision. 

Nursery Trees Cared for. 

46,895 Trees cared for and cultivated at  Sheep-Fold. 
1,900 Trees cared for and cultivated at Greenhouse. 
6,000 Trees trimmed in nursery at  Shcep-Fold. 

Parks and Boulevards. 

2,500 Trees trimmed at  Forest, Kissena, Kings, College Point, Flushing, Highland and 
Upland Parks. 

150 Trees sprayed in parks for insect pcsts. 
920 Trees in parks removed. 
500 Shrubs in parks trimmed. 

8,400 Pounds of arsenate of lead, in the form of fifteen per cent, paste, used for spray- 
ing trees. 

FINANCIAL MATTERS. 

On the establishment of the Queens Park Department and appointment of its 
first Commissioner, July 24111, 1911, money for improvement was available under the 
following corporate stock account? : 

'C.D.P. 220A Department of Parks, Borough of Queens, erection of a comfort 
station, Kings Park. .................................... $10,000.06 

'C.D.P. 239 Department of Parks, Borough of Queens, improvement of 
Rainey Park. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18,000.00 

'C.D.P. 242C Department of Parks, Bopough of Queens, improvement of 
Kings Park. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,000.06 

C.D.P. 242D Department of Parks, Borough of Queens, improvement of Lin- 
den Parir . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12,800.00 

'C.D.P. 242B Department of I'arks, Boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens, im- 
provements in Forest Park, authorized, $100,000.00. ........ 100,000.00 

Expended ........................................ $2,617.14 

Encumbrances: 
Contiact. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6,237.00 
Open Market Order. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  714.93 9,569.07 

Leaving April 1, 3 013, balance. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $90,430.93 

For park administyation and 'n~aintenance the regular budget appropriated for 
- 

the year 1912, $165,120.30. 



Of this sum the requirements of the civil service and other unavoidabIe delays 
caused a loss to the Department of $12.600. which had to be returned Dec . 31st. 1912. 
unexpended to the Clty treasury . 

In addition to the regular budget allowance. however. special revenue bonds were 
issued for the following amounts . 

For Superintendent's automobile runabout . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 950.00 
For Maintenance labor from Nov . 1 to Dec . 31, R.D.P. 304. wages temporary 

employees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.600.Oa 

Making an available total. for all purposes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $313.470.30 

As Queens parks had never been under separate administration and accounting the 
budget allowances for administration. supplies and finances mere. of necessity. at first 
a niatter of guesswork and uncertainty The appropriation5 hy the Budget Committee 
were. therefore. fixed as follows : 

PERSONAL SERVICE . 
Administration-Executive Salaries. Regular Employees: 

Secretary to  the Commissioner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Assistant Superintendent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Chief Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Forester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Arboriculturist ........................................ 
Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Stenographer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
S5enographer t o  Commissioner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Messenger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Engineering--Salaries. Regular Employees Tax Levy and Corporate Stock 
Force : 

Principal Assistant Engineer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Assistant Engineer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Assistant Engineer 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Transitman 

Transitman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Draftsman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Draftsman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Rodman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Rodman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Axeman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Inspector (General) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

.. 
Schedule total ..................................... $21,900.00 

. 'Sax Levy part allowance . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $4.000.00 4. 000 00 
Corporate Stock part allowance . . . .  . 17.900.00 



Maintenance-Parks and Boulevards. Salaries. Regular Employees: 

Superintendent of Supplies and Repairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1.800.00 
HeadGardener . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.500.00 
Foreman. three at  $1.200 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.600.00 
Gardener. trvo a t  $1.200 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.400.00 
Gardener. thirteen at $900 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11.700.00 
Automobile Engineman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.200.00. 22.200.00 

Wages. Regular Employees: 

Carpenter. two a t  $5 per day (279 days) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $2.790.00 
Plumber. one at  85.50 per day (279 days) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.534.50 
Painter. two at $4 per day (279 days) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2. 232 . 00 
Blacksmith. one. at $4.50 per day (279 days) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.255.50 
Blacksmith's Helper. one a t  g3.50 per day (279 days) . . . . . .  976.50 
Stationery Engineer. two at  $4.50 per day (366 days) . . . . . .  3.294.00 
Attendant (female)? three a t  $2 per day (366 days) . . . . . . . .  2.196.00 14.278.50 -- 

Wages. Temporary Employees: 

Pruner and Climber at  $2.50 per day (3. 500 days) . . . . . . . . .  $8.750.00 
Engineer a t  $4.50 pcr day (600 days) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.700.00 
Driver at  $2.50 pcr day (1. 080 days) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.700.00 
Laborer. a t  $2.50 per day (8. 000 days) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  201000.00 
Playground Attendant. at  $3 per day (366 days) . . . . . . . . . .  1.098.00 
Playground Attendant. at $2 per day (366 days) . . . . . . . . . .  732.00 35.980.00 

Trees in City Streets--Salaries. Regular Employees: 

. . . .  Foremen. two at  $1.200 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.400.00 

Wages. Temporary Employees: 

Pruner and Climber a t  $2.50 per day (2. 580 days) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6.450.00 

SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS . 
Administ ration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5,200.00 

Maintenance: 

Parks and Boulevards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $18,757.50 
Trees in City Strkets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,500.00 20.257.50 $25.457.50 

Repairs and Replacements by Contract or Open Order-Maintenance: 

Parks and Boulevards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.000.00 

I.Iousing. Storage and Repairs of Apparatus. Machines, Harness and Vehicles. 
except automobiles-Maintenance: 

Parks and Boulevards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  350.00 

kaintenance. Repairs and Storage of Automobile: 

Administration ................................................... 500.00 



Vehicular Transportation, Horses and Vehicles with Drivers-Maintenance: 
Parks and Boulevards: 

Driver, with horse and vehicle, a t  $3 per 
day (900 days). ...................... $2,700.00 

Driver, with team and vehicle, a t  $5 per 
..................... day (1,500 days) $7,500.00 $10,200.00 

Trees in City Streets: 

Driver, with horse and vehicle, a t  $3 per 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  day (250 days). 750.00 

Driver, with team and vehicle, a t  $5 per 
...................... day (450 days) 2,250.00 3,000.00 13,200.00 

-- 

Shoeing and Boarding Horses, including veterinary service.-Maintenance: 

....................................... Parks and Boulevards, fuel .' $150 .CQ 
...................................... Parks and Boulevards, forage. 1,950.00 

.................. Parks and Boulevards, special contract obligations.. 524.30 
...................................... Parks and Boulevards, music. 1,500.00 

................................. Telephone service, Administration 525.00 
..................................... Contingencies, Administration. 1,000.00 

Purchase and Original Equipment of Apparatus, Machines, Harness and Ve- 
hi'cles, except automobiles-Maintenance ; 

................................. Parks and Boulevards. $8,855.00 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . Trees in City Streets. 3,800.00 12,655.00 

. . . . . . . . . . .  .......... Purchase of Furniture and Fittings-Administration : 1,000.00 
......... PurcFase and Original Equipment ef Automobiles-Administration 2,260.00 

Purchase of Horses-Maintenance; 

Parks and Boulevards . . .  ........................... , 1,050.00 

Results proved that modificatisns were imperative and amendments were authorized 
until, on December 26t11, 1912, the budget had assumed the following form: 

Administration-Executive-1097-Salaries, Regular Employees: 

.................................. ..- Secretary to Commissioner. ... $2,500.00 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Superintendent. 4,000.OG 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Assistant Superintendent. 21400.00 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bookkeeper 1,650.00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Arboriculturist 1,500.CD 
Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  300.CO 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Stenographer. 1,200.00 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Stenographer to Colamissioner. 1,050.00 

Messenger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * . . . . . . . . . .  1,050.00 
-- 



Engineering--109%-Salaries, Regular Em;?logees, Tax Levy and Corporate . 
Stock ~ d r c e :  

Principal Assistant Engineer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  S4,000.00 
Assistant Engineer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,253.00 
Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1, 0 5.). '40 

Tax Levy 94, 000 1 Assistant Eilgineer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,523.03 .. 
~ o r p . '  ~ t k  . 17, 900 ( Transitmzn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.;;'. 3.00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I Transitman 1,530 .: 0. 
$21. 900 

Draftsplan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,650.00 
Draftsman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,650.03 
Rodman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,050.00 
Inspector (General) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,800.00 
Forester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,650.CCP 

-- 
$21, 900 . 00 

Maintenance-Parks and Boulevards--1090--Salaries, Regalar Employees: 

Superintendent of Supplies and Repairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $l.t30f3.QQ 
Head Gardener . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.500 .. 00 
Foremen. three at $1.200 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.600.00. 
Gardener. two at  $1.200 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.400.00 
Gardeser. thirteen at $900 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11.700.00 
Automobile Engineman . . . . . . .  : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.200.00 

110%-Wages. Regular Employees: 

Carpenter, two at  $5 per day (279 days) . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  $2,790.00 
Plumber. one at  $5.50 per d y  (279 days) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.534.50 
Painter. two a t  $4 per day (279 days) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.232.00 
Blacksmith. one a t  $4.50 per day (279 days) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.255.50 
Blacksmith's Helper. one at  $3.50 per day (279 days) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  976.50. 
Stationery E~gipeer. two at  $4.50 per day (366 days) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.294.00 
Attendant (female). three a t  $2 per day (366 days) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.196.009 

$14,278.50. 

1101-Wages. Temporary Employees: 

Pruner a d  Climber. at  $2.50 per day (3. 500 dhys) .................... $8.750.001 
Engineer. at  $4.50 per day (600 days) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.700. 
Driver. at  $2.50 per day (1. %Q days) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.700 . 
Laborer.. at  $2.50 per day (8. 000 days) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20.000.00il 
Playground Attendant. at  $3 per day (366 days) ..................... 1.098.00 
Playground Attendant. at  $2 per day (366 days) ............ ._, ...... 732.0& 

Trees in City Streets.1102.Salaries, Regulas Employees: 

Foremen. two at  $1.200 ........................................... $2.400.001 

1103.Wages. Temporary Employees> 

................... Pruner and Climber. a t  $2.51) per day (2. 580 days) 6.450.00 



Maintenance: 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1105-Parks and Boulevards. 18,757.50 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1106-Trees in City Streets. 1,500.00 ' 

Repairs and Replacements by Contract or Open Order-Maintenance: 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1107-Parks and Boulevards $2,000.00 

Housing, Storage and Repairs of Apparatus, Machines, Harness and Vehicles, 
except automobiles.-Maintenance: 

.................................... 1108-Parks and Boulevards. 350.00 

Maintenance, Repairs and Storage of Automobiles: 
............................................ 1109-Administration. 900.00 

Vehicular Transportation: 
1110-Horses and Vehicles with Drivers-Maintenance: Parks and 

BouIevards: 
Driver, with horse and vehicle, at  $3 per day (900 days). $2,700.00 
Driver, with team and vehicle, a t  $5 per day (1,500 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  days). 7,500 -00 10,200.00 -- 
1111-Trees in City Streets: 

Driver, with horse and vehicle, at  $3 per day (250 days). $750.00 
Driver, with team and vehicle, at $5 per day (450 days). 2,250.00 3,000.00 ----- 

$13,200.00 

.&hoeing and Boarding Horses, including veterinary service.-Maintenance: 
1112-Parks and Boulevards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $300.00 

Fuel-Maintenance: 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 13-Parks and BoGlevards 2,450.00 

Forage-Maintenance : 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 14-Parks and Boulevards. 1,424.30' 

Special Contract Obligations.-Administration': 
1116-Parks and Boulevafds, music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,500.00 
11 16 -Administr~tion-Telephone service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  525.00 
11 17-Administration-Contingencies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,000.00 

purchase and Original Equipment of Apparatus, Machines, Harness and Ve- 
hicles, except automobiles.-Maintenance: 

1118-PBrks and Boulevards. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8,855 .OO 
1119--Trees in City Streets.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,350.00 - 

$11,205.60 
Purcha,se of Furniture and Fittings: 

1 120-0-4dtninistration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,500. 0 d  

Purchssc and Original Equipment of Automobiles: 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1121-~'idmi~listration. 2,250. OQ 

l+urcIia~o of Hnrze;.-hfaintenaqce: 
1 122-P;irk.i :*nd Boulttvards. ...................................... f ,050.00 - 
Total. ............................................................ $165,120 -30 



FROM THE FOREGOING IT  WILL BE SEEN THAT THE MAINTAINCE 
WORK OF TIlE DEPARTMENT WAS CGNDUCTED WITH THE FOLLOWING 
PERSONNEL: 

Officestaff ..................................................... S 
............................................... EngineerlngStaff 9 

Outdoor Sta ff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 
Numbcr of Gardeners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 Head Gardener) 14 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Number of Foremen of Laborers 3 
Number of Pruners and Climbers .................................. 20 
Number of Drivers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Number of Laborers 35 
Number of Painters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 
Number of Carpenters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 
Number of Plumbers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
Number of Blacksmiths . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
Number of Blacksmith's Helpers .................................. 1 

111 
Number of Wagons .............................................. 5 
Number of Horses ............................................... 6 

.. f?.D.P. 201 Additional Greenhouses. Forest Park ....................... $283.48 
~ . D . P .  218 Asphalt Tile Walks, Kings Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  573.88 
%.D.P. 231 Construction of Water Pumping Plant ..................... 170.11 
~ . D . P .  239 Improvement of Rainey Park ............................. 109.34 

... C.D. P. 242B Department of Parks, Borough of Queens, improvements in 
Forest Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  100,000.0O 

C.D.P. 401 Department of Parks, Borough of Queens, improvement of 
Kings Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,000.00 

C.D.P. 401A Department of Parks, Borough of Queens, erection of comfort 
station in Kings Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10,000.00 

C.D.P. 402 Department of Parks, Borough of Queens, improvement of 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rainey Park 18,000.0d 

C.D.P. 403 Department of Parks, Borough of Queens, improvement of Lin- 
den Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12,800.00 

C.D.P. 404 Plans and specifications for permanent improvements ........ 1,000.00 

* Note: Transferred a t  my request from Brooklyn Department as unexpended 
balances to complete work unfinished . 

(Obtained i n  1912 by Commissioner.) 

CD.P. 303 Purchase of Automobile .................................. $950.00 
e.0.~. 304 Wages. Temporary Employees ............................ 3,600.00 

After exhausting eligible_lists of over one hurldred and fifty first grade ($300) 
'clerks it was found that no person would accept that salary and serve in Queens on 



nccou1:t of the expenses incurred in going to and from their homes and the office. The 
:~osition was, to our great inconveniet~ce, never filled and was abolished in the budget 
requests for 1913. 

Your Commissioner made application for an estiniated amount of corporate stuck 
rcq11ired during the year 1912 for the Department of Parks, Borough of Queens, a s  
fcllows : 

Title of improvement. 

General Improvement of Triangle a t  Nott and Vernon Aves., Long Island City . 
Gcneral Im~rovcment  or' Tr~angie a t  1'2th St. and Jac4s.m Ave., Long Island Clty. 
General Irn?rovein-nt of Triltn~le at  11th St. and Jackson Ave., Long Island City. 
G - ~ c i x l  I~n2i+a&x3~t  of Tr lan~l -  a5 6th St. a ~ l  Jac'cson Ave., Long Island City. 
General Improvern-nt of college Poin't Park, includinz erection of a store house. . 

........................ Gcneral Improvement of Plaza, Rlain St., Flushing 
Erection of a music stand in Kings Park, Jamaica .......................... 
General Irnprovcment of Highland Park, Jamaica, including the erection and 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  equipment of a comfort station. 
General Improvement of Kissens Lake Park, including construction and equip- 

ment of lake building and comfort station .............................. 
Gzneral Improvement of Rockaway Park, including construction of a board walk 

and the erzction and equipment of a park building ...................... 
Gcneral Improvcment of New Rockaway Rezc'l Park, including erection and 

....................... equipment of a bath house and comfort station.. 
General Improvement of Rainey Park, including ercction and equipment of com- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  fort statio; and music stand .. Linden Park-Erection and equipment of a music 4tand and comfort station.. 

Details to Acconzpar~y Esfiwzatcd d ~ i l c ~ r i i f  of C o ~ $ o ~ ; ~ f e  Stbck R'equired to be Apcthor- 
ircd Dul-i~fg 1912, D e p a r t ~ l ~ e t ~ t  of Parks, Borough of Queens. 

Title of improvement. 

, No. 1. General Improvement of Triangle a t  Nott and Vernon Aves., Long Is- 
land City.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,000 

Thin space recently enclosed with a temporary fence, needs a per- 
mancnt fence of iron pickets t o  prevent trespass. It has been an eye- 
sore for a considerable period and needs arrangements for light a t  night 
and the proper planning and treatment thereof to  meet the needs of the 
neighborhood. 

No. 2. Triangle, Twelfth St,  and Jackson Ave., Long Island City..  ..........' 256 
This Triangle directly faces the St. John's Hospital and the court 

house and requires iron ~ i c k e t  fcnce, proper deep fertilization and 
planting. It is in full view of and is a corner stopping place for large 
numbers of people attending th6 court, the municipal building and the 
hospital, a t  a trolley stopping place, and is very conspicuous. 

No. 3. Improvcment of Triangle a t  ELeventh St. and Jackson Ave., Long IS- 
land City.. ..................................................... 250 



No. 4. General Improvement of Triangle a t  Sixth St. and Jackson Ave., Long 
..................................................... Is landci ty 

Requires deep soiling, planting, painting of the present iron picket 
fence and providing of three, lights. I t  is in full view of the Borough 
Hall and directly opposite the Queens Borough Public Library. Also a 
stopping place for passengers for the trolley. 

....................... No. 5 .  General Improvement of College Point Park. 

Practically the only open space or recreation ground in the whole of 
College Point. The necessary requirements of this park are a proper 
fence of iron pickets surrounding the whole park, with ornamental cor- 
ner entrance thereto, the painting of said fence, the repairs and replace- 
ments of the water connections supplying the fountain and drinking 
fountain, erection of proper drinking fountain. 

.................................... Estimated cost of the above.. 
Plantingtree s ................................................... 
Plantingshrubs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Erection of a modest park keeper's storehouse and temporary comfort 

station, estimated to cost. .  ..................................... 

No. 6. General Improvement of Plaza a t  Main St. and Broadway, Flushing, 
including general resodding where possible, planting and general im- 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  provement 

This is the central plaza of the old Village of Flushing and the most 
conspicuous feature of the entire village, facing the main business, resi- 
dential and thoroughfare sections on the threc sides. It has long been 
neglected. A much larger appropriation than this will undoubtedly be 
needed in the year 1913. No money of any sort has been expended there- 
on for a long period. 

fro. 7. Erection of a modest music stand in Kings Park, Jamaica, so constructed 
as to be of a permanent character. ................................. 

The people of Jamaica, of which this is a picturesque and well im- 
proved centre and most popular resort a t  all scasons of the year, are en- 
titled to, and much need, a music stand a t  the present time in this park. 
Concerts are given here during the summer and it  has been the habit t o  
erect a temporary stand and remove the same a t  the end of the season, 
involving both expense each year and very serious damage to the highly 
improved lawns and shrubbery. The purpose is to  erect such a stand as 
will be permanent. 

No. 8. General Improvement of Upland Park, Jamaica, including the erection 
and equipment of a comfort station. ............................... 16,450 

This park is in a well built up section, being rapidly finished, and is 
surrounded by well dcveloped and well improved streets. It is utterly 
without water facilities for the maintenance of the park, which will cost 
approximately.. ................................................. 2,500 :, 

A fence 1,970 feet, of painted iron pickets, is needed to protect it from 
devastation; cost. ............................................. 4,45b 



I n  the absence of walks, the turf and shrubbery is damaged and such 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  walks are badly nxded;  estimated cost 1,500 

..................................... Planting of shrubs and trees. 1,000 

From its particularly attractive location and surroundings it  has been 
a resort for a large number of people in the summer time and is more and 
more patronized each ycar. A pond upon the property is utilized in 
winter as a skating pond and needs to  bc properly cleaned and pro- 
tected from being a menace to health in summer time; in connection 
therewith a comfort station estimated to cost ...................... 7,bb0 

which will also include proper store rooms for the workmen in the park, 
is greatly needed, there being no facilities whatever a t  the present timc, 
either to protect the park keepers or add to the necessary comforts of the 
people who visit it. 

.No. 9. General Improvement of Kissena Lake Park, including construction and 
equipment of lake building and comfort station. Itemized as  follows: 

Xo provision of any consequence has been made for this park since 
~ t s  purchase, and portions of it are a breeding place for mosquitoes and 
pests. I t  is estimated that drains and general improvements of that 
nature will be required, amounting to.  ............................. 10,00b 

and roads and paths, of which there are scarccly any a t  the present 
time, amounting t o . .  ............................................ 25,000 

The improvement and creation of small lawns and the planting and 
sodding of extensive areas to  the amount of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10,000 
arc badly nccded. 

An iron picket fence to prevefit entrance a t  improper points and 
destructive trespassing is needed to prevent considerable destruction by  
theft. Fence and painting thereof estimated a t . .  .................. 15,406 

In  addition to  the above the lake is available for boating, canoeing, 
etc., for which facilities thc public have made frequent demands upon 
this Department. During the summer time and in the winter a proper 
lake building for the convenience of skaters and the above-named 
sports is almost indispensable. No store house, for the park keeper 
and his employees and gardners, nor comfort siation, has been provided but  
should be without further delay. Estimated cost. .................. 15,000 

During the winter, the lakc is used as a skating pond, patronized 
by a n  average of 1,500 to 2,000 people in a single day. - 

Total. ................................................. $75,400 

!No. 10. General Improvement of Rockaway Park, including construction of a 
.. proper boardwalk and the erection and equipment of a park building. $80,000 

Also the improvement of small street intersections. Itemized a s  
follows: 

Some of the streets of Rockaway Park are in the jurisdiction and 
charge of this Department and some of them need proper surfacing, 



which comes within the agreement under which the park was turned 
over to  the City. 

..... Estimated cost of new boardwalks, foundations and planking. 50,000 
(Planking now badly rotted.) 
Building for park and storage purposes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10,000 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Improvement of street surfaces, sodding, etc. 20,000 

Total . .  ................................................ $80,000 

No 11. General Improvement of Te'awanB Park, including erection and equip- 
ment of a bath house and comfort station.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $75,000 

This is the newly acquired park of 263 acres which is now nothing 
hut a strip of sand extending from the bay to the sea and requires, with 
bath house and comfort station, estimated cost.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  60,000 

..... and walks for approaches thereto (only those absolutely needed). 10,000 
fencing and protection, pending more extensive improvements next 

................. year (only where absolutely needed), estimated cost. 5,OOQ 

No. 12. General Improvement of Rainey Park, including the erection and equip- 
ment of combined comfort station and muslc stand. ................. $15,000 

This has become, already in its rough state, the only resort for a 
vLry considerab'c number of peoplc during a large part of the year, from 
a large scction in Long Island City and Astoria, otherwise entirely unim- 
proved with park privileges. This is in addition to  work now going oti 
heretofore authorized for the construction of the proper sea wall and 
paths and provides for a small part of the tree planting and sodding 
needed t o  make ~t properly available. Concerts are given here by this 
Llepartment during the summer tlme and involve considerable expense 
for temporary m u w  stands, which before the completion of this year 
wlll lead to  large destruction of already planned improvements. 

No. 13. 1,inden Park, Corona, erection of a combined music stand and comfort 
station. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $17,256 

This park is the only recrcztion ground of a large built up  section 
In the heart of Corona and i5 the playground for a large public schoo' 
facing it  on one side of the square. I t  1s absolutely without store rooms 
for the keeper's outfit: and lacks very necessary comfort facilities for 
numbers of people, amounting to thousands. 

The above requests met the fate of all requests of all the City Departments in 
1912 and nothing was voted, the new subways requiring most of the City's available 
funds. 

Following a suggestion from the Comptroller's office, made later, the following out- 
line of the enzergclzcy needs of the Department was transmitted. 

September 6, 1912. 

"THE HONORABLE, THE BOARD OF ESTIMATE AKD APPORTIONMENT, 
277 Broadway, New York City. 

GEN~LBMEN: In conformity to your reso'ution of Nov. 16th, 1911, as modified by 
resolution of Dcccrnbc3r lst, 1911, 1 subqitted uader date of Jan. 3rd, 1912, estimate of 
prospective requ rements of Corporate Stock for this  Department for the year beginning 
July lst, 1912. 



This estimate was corrected as to form under date of February 5th, 1912, at the request 
of the Comptroller and in a letter addressed to him. 

It is understood that the Corporate Stock Budget Committee is not likely to prepare 
a Corporate Stock Budget for this year. 

with respect to certain of the items included in my estimate as above, it is possible 
that action might be deferred by your honorable body until after January lst, with no more 
serLous result than that the public would be deprived for just so much longer time of a 
comprehensive and developed park system in the Borough of Queens. 

There are, however certain itcms in the estimate which I made, as above, with respect 
to which the necessity is much more urgent and the consequences of delay on your part 
much more serious, and I, therefore, beg to renew my application so far as it relates to the 
several items hereinafter enumerated. 

Cbllege Point Park 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fence and painting. $3,500 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Park Keeper's Storehouse.. 1,500 $5,000 

Ufiland Park, Jamaica 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Comfort Station.. $7,000 

1,970 ft. fence, a t  $2.90. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4,450 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Water System for park work.. 2,500 13,95Q 

Xissena Lake Park 
............ Lake Building, Comfort Station, and general improvements. 15 000 

Hockaway Park 
. . . . . . . . . . .  New boardwalk, foundation and planking $50,000 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Maintenance of streets. 20,000 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Buildings for park and storage use. 10,000 80,000 

Xelawana Park 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Walks and drainage.. $10,000 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fencing and water system. 5,000 15,000: 

Einden Park, Corona 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,470 ft. fence and painting. $3,350 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Music stand. 2,500 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cleaning pond and cementing shore.. 500 6,350 - -- 

....................................................... Total. $135,304. 

I shall be very glad to appear before the proper committee a t  such time as may 
suit its conve~lience with re5pect to these requests. 

Respectully, 

WALTER G. ELIOT, 
Cotn~t~issioner o f  Park$? Borough of Qzleens. 

It. met the fate of its predecessor. . - 



UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, 

July 30, 1911. 

With a Borough population of 284,041 by census of 1910 there were 11 parks, corn- 
prising 688.92 acres, or one (1) acre to each 412 of population. 

The following figures were prepared by the Broolclyn Park Department: 

Comparison of the varioz~s Boroughs. -. 
Approximate 

Total area 
Park Percentage NO. of 

per capita 
Boroughs. the Area investment 

Borough in parks. parks. 
(acres). in parks (acres). (dollars). 

Manhattan and Richmond. . .  50,538 1,509.1 10.5 64 148.30 
Bronx.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26,017 3,943.0 15.2 53 79.00 
Brooklyn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  49,680 1,078.. 7 2 .4  40 30.76 
Queens.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  81,720 688.92 .84 11' 8.80 

(or 127.9 sq. miles) 

Approximate Value pf Parks (dollars). 

409 millions (Manhattan and Richmond). 
33% " (Bronx). 
56% " (Brooklyn). 

2 " (Queens). 
L 

Comparison of Quai.n~ PzrZ 4r.z werltTz t.Jhlt 7 f  ,f3.k:r C i i e s  l f  E ~ ~ t z l  Population. 
1 

Approximate Approximate Population 
City. population. park area to  the 

(acres). acre 
- - 

Borough of Queens. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  250,000 689 412 
Minneapolis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  250,000 3,379 88 
Toronto, Canada. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  250,000 1,222 270 
Washington, D. C. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  250,000 943 363 
NewOrleans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  250,000 897 390 

Note among the other large cities the following: 

Boston. ................................ 1,262,000 10,258 65 
P h  ladelphia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,500,000 3,583 418 
St. Louis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  750,000 2,641 284 



' r r r ~  L)IIPARTMENT ' I  STABLES " ( !) 
Formerly thc Shccpfol(1. 

bi-1icl.e 311 thc horscs of thc  Dcp:trtn~cnl, arc l~ousc~tl. 



THE D E P A R T ~ X T  STOKES, SIIEDS AND SHOPS. 

Sliowi~~g where. a spark can cause a loss of 320,000 IT-orth of Park propci-ty and gsc~cnl~ousrs. 



Com$arison of Park Areas, Etc. ( ~ 9 1 0 )  by Charles Downing Lay. 

Hartford, 
Manhattan. Brooklyn. Bronx. Queens. Richmond. Conn. 

Area (acres) . . . . . 12,576 38,977.8 26,522.8 81,720 36,600 11,040 
Population (1910) . . 2,331,542 1,634,351 430,980 284,041 85,969 98,915 
Density (average pop- 

ulation per acre). . . 185.4 41 9 16.2 3 . 5  2 3 8 .96  
Area of parks. . . . . . . 1,448.38 1,133,43 3,939.30 *688.91 63.56 1,371.59 
Population per acre of 

parks.. . . . . . . . . . . 1,610 1,443 110 412.3 1,350 72.15 
Percentage of total 

area in parks.. . . . . 11.5 2 . 9  14.86 . 8  0 .17 12.42 

"~xcluding Telawana Park. 

HISTORY AND COST OF QUEENS PARKS. 

Was acquired under the provisions of Cltapter 461 of the Laws of 1892 entitled "An 
Act for the establishment and government of a public park or parks in the County 
of Kings, or adjacent thereto, and prohld~ng that tlik same shall be a work of the 
County of Kings, and to authorize said County to provide for the means therefor by 
the issue of bonds." Tllis act was amentled l ~ y  Chapter 474 of the Laws of 1895. 

Sectiosl 1 of the Act of 1892 authori~es the Coinr,lisslotler of Parks of the City 
of Brbokly~i to select and locate parks in the County of Klngs, or adjacent thereto. 
The act further provides that upon the completion of the purc1;ase or condemnation 
the said Comlnissio~ler shall designate ruch park by appropr~ate 'iiaanie, and shall have 
the exclusive government, management aud control, subject, however, to the laws 
of the State, of ~uc11 parlc or parl,s, m1rh :I1 of the p o ~  ers ant1 cluties then conferred 
upon him as Colnilliss~oner of Parks of the City of I3rooklpn by Chapter 583 of the 
Laws of 1888 a ~ d  the amendmetlts t11ere.f. 

Sectioil 8 of said Act of 1892 protides that said park or parks shall be exempt 
from assessnlents and taxe-, a ~ t d  tltczt 110 streets or, ne'eirues sltall be lazd out, opened 
or m c d  thcreirr, ercept zu~iflz the zvrzttev c.oii.~e?rt o/ suitd Park Co~n~~z i s s io~zer  first 
obtained. 

Title to Forest Park became vested in tllc The City of Ncw York by virtue of sec- 
tion 608 of the Greater New York Charter of 1897, and hecame part of the map 
or  plan of the City in pursuance of sectloll 432 of that Act. 

(Extract from minutes of the Board of Estinrate and Apportionment of June 18, 
1909, i. e., "Laying out a marginal 3treet or parkway on easterly side of Forest Park, 
etc., etc.," in a report by Theo. Connolly, Acting Curporatlon Counsel.) 
I 

Forest Park-536 Acres-Cost $1,150,000 (about) (see aitached memoranda). 



. -  - * 

t %atGi:&y: +.. . :- _. _._-..a 3a 
Queens Topographical Bureau, October 7, 1912. 

Hon. WALTER G. ELIOT, 

Conzlnissioner o f  Parks, Borough of Queens, City of New York. 

Dear Sir:-In respollse to your request of Septenlher 10, 1912, for information 
relative to the legal statur, of the parki of Queetlsboro, I enclose herewith a tabulation 
of extracts from deeds of various grantors to the Clty of Brooklyn and Couilty of 
Kings, whereby the City acquired the t ~ t l e  to Forest Park. These deeds are all in 
possession of the Cornptrollrr of the C ~ t y  of New York. If you desire to be certain 
that all of Forest Park is included In these conveyances, it wlll be necessary to plot 
each parcel from the descriptioil of the deed. 

, Respectfully, CLIFFORD B. MOORE, 
, Engineer in! Charge. 


