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- Provide p roper notific a tions to the Department, 
inc lud ing 811 Call Before You Dig  c onfirma tions a t a ll 
street frontages. (BC 3304.3.1) In add ition, ad joining  
p roperty notific a tions and  add itiona l agenc y 
notific a tions may be req uired , i.e., TA/ MTA, PANYNJ, 
DEP, DEC, etc . (BC 3304.3.2, BC 3304.3.3, BC 3304.3.4, 
BC 3304.3.5)

- Provide ac c ura te loc a tions and  p rotec tion of a ll 
servic e lines and  utilities tha t may be enc ountered  
during  exc ava tion work. Dig  by hand  where needed  
to avoid  d isturbanc e of utilities p rior to using 
mec hanic a l eq uipment. (BC 3304.9, BC 3303.2)

- Follow the approved  and  permitted  SOE c onstruc tion 
doc uments. DO NOT devia te from these doc uments 
without c ontac ting  the App lic ant of Rec ord  (PE/ RA) 
for add itiona l information. (BC 3304.4.1)

- Follow the seq uenc e of exc ava tion opera tions for the 
insta lla tion and  remova l of the SOE system. It is 
impera tive the seq uenc e of work be followed  as per 
the permitted  c onstruc tion doc uments. (BC 3304.4.1.1)

WHAT YOU SHOULD YOU KNOW. . .
Exc ava tion work is to be performed  pursuant to the req uirements of the 
approved  Support of Exc ava tion (SOE) d rawings and  the NYC Construc tion 
Codes. All req uired  sa feguards ind ic a ted  in Chapter 33 of the NYC Build ing Code  
sha ll be performed  and  adhered  to during  c onstruc tion opera tions. Fa ilure to 
p roperly fo llow the Construc tion Codes and  the p rojec t spec ific  c onstruc tion 
req uirements c ould  lead  to potentia l damage of p roperty and  may a lso put the 
pub lic  and  c onstruc tion personnel a t risk.

Did you know . . .
A c ubic  yard of soil c an weigh as muc h as a c ar! That is 
approximately 3,000 lbs.

WHAT CONTRACTORS SHOULD DO. . .



- Perform p rojec t spec ific  monitoring  as per the p rojec t monitoring  p lan developed  by 
the reg istered  design p rofessiona l. Note tha t monitoring  c an c hange with d ifferent 
phases of work. (BC 3309.4.4, BC 3309.16) 

- Conduc t the req uired  Spec ia l Inspec tions as ind ic a ted  for the sc ope of work (BC 
1705.25, BC 1705.25.3 and  1705.25.4)

- Perform a  p re-c onstruc tion survey p rior to the sta rt of work. (BC 3309.4.3)

- Follow the p rojec t-approved  site sa fety p lan when app lic ab le. (BC 3301.13.1, BC 
3310.3)

- Ma inta in a  p roper Code-req uired  c onstruc tion fenc e to p rotec t the pub lic .  (BC 
3307.7)

- Notify the Department of any c onstruc tion-rela ted  inc ident. (BC 3301.8)

- DO NOT perform an exc ava tion without p roper SOE, i.e., open shear c ut. (BC 3304.4)

- DO NOT store exc ava ted  soil spoils, ma teria ls, or opera te c onstruc tion vehic les 
d irec tly ad jac ent to an exc ava tion unless the permitted  doc uments ind ic a te to do 
so. (BC 3304.4.5) 



VISIT US:  nyc.gov/ buildings              CONTACT US:  nyc.gov/ dobhelp

- Always ma inta in a t least one p roper 
means of ing ress and  eg ress to and  from 
the exc ava ted  a rea . (BC 3304.7)

- All open edges of an exc ava tion deeper 
than 6 feet sha ll be p rotec ted  by a  
guard ra il system.  (BC 3304.4.4)

- Ma inta in p roper d ra inage. (BC 3303.14.3)

- Inspec t the exc ava tion and  support of 
exc ava tion for signs of d istress a fter 
wea ther rela ted  events. The Department 
advises p roperty owners, c ontrac tors, 
and  c rane opera tors to take 
p rec autionary measures during  extreme 
wea ther. To rec eive DOB wea ther 
advisories p lease visit nyc .gov/ dob-wa .

- If an extremely hazardous c ond ition is 
observed  c a ll 911. 

r eminder . . .
- For additional minimum 

requirements refer to 
Chapter 33 of the NYC 
Build ing Code. 

- Contac t the Department's 
Construc tion Safety 
Enforc ement Unit with 
questions.

https://www.nyc.gov/site/buildings/dob/weather-advisories.page
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