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BACKGROUND
As of on January 1, 2024, build ing owners must have an annual observation of 
their build ing parapets performed. This requirement applies to a ll build ings with 
parapets fronting the public  right-of-way, regardless of height.

EXCEPTIONS:

1. Fully detac hed 1- or 2- family homes

2. Build ings with a fenc e or other c ontinuous barrier preventing ac c ess to the 
exterior wall

WHAT IS A PARAPET?
Parapet: the part of any wall entirely above the roof line. The images fea tured  in Figures 1A and  1B 
dep ic t pa rapets sub jec t to annua l inspec tion. Note, tha t the definition does not inc lude a  minimum or 
maximum height. 

FIGURE 1B

WHAT IS AN APPURTENANCE?
An appurtenanc e is any struc ture or element a ttac hed  to the parapet. All pa rapet appurtenanc es, 
suc h as light fixtures, antennas, c ornic es, guard ra ils, etc . a re sub jec t to inspec tion.

FIGURE 1A

Figure 1A is a  typica l parapet.                                                                           Figure 1B is a  low parapet that is a lso subject to annual inspection.

Figure 2 the guardra il is a  parapet appurtenance and therefore is             Figure 3 the ladder, ducts, and pipes are a ll examples of parapet
subject to annual inspection.                                                                            appurtenances subject to annual inspection

FIGURE 3FIGURE 2



DID YOU KNOW?
Balc ony walls are not c onsidered parapets. The ba lc onies wa lls in both build ings in Figures 4A and  4B 
a re not sub jec t to annua l pa rapet inspec tions.

FIGURE 4BFIGURE 4A

WHAT IS A CORNICE?
Cornic e: a projec ting horizontal member that c rowns a wall. The photos in Figures 5A and  5B show the 
front and  bac k views of a  c ornic e without a  pa rapet. It is not sub jec t to pa rapet inspec tions. Only 
c ornic es tha t a re a ttac hed  to pa rapets a re sub jec t to inspec tion.

FIGURE 5BFIGURE 5A



The photos in Figures 6A and  6B show the interior and  exterior view of a  c ornic e a ttac hed  to a  pa rapet. 
The build ing  is sub jec t to pa rapet inspec tions. The c ornic e is c onsidered  an appurtenanc e to the 
parapet. Both the parapet and  the c ornic e must be inspec ted .

FIGURE 6BFIGURE 6A

EXCEPTION 1: Fully detac hed 1- or 2 family homes. The build ing  in Figure 7 is a  1-2 family fully 
detac hed  home, therefore it is exempt from annua l pa rapet inspec tions, while the build ings in Figure 8, 
a lso 1-2 family homes, a re pa rtia lly a ttac hed  and  therefore a re sub jec t to annua l pa rapet inspec tions.

FIGURE 7 FIGURE 8



EXCEPTION 2: Build ings with a c ontinuous fenc e or other barrier preventing ac c ess to the exterior wall. 
For a  pa rapet to be exempt from annua l inspec tion, the perpend ic ula r d istanc e from the parapet wa ll 
to the fenc e or other ba rrier must be a t least ½ the height of the wa ll, as measured  from g rade to the 
top  of the pa rapet.

Build ing  A in Figure 10 is exempt from annua l pa rapet inspec tions based  on above d iag ram, while the 
build ing  B does not q ua lify for this exemption.

FIGURE 9

FIGURE 10
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VISIT US:  nyc.gov/ buildings              CONTACT US:  nyc.gov/ dobhelp

WHO CAN PERFORM THE OBSERVATION?
Parapet observa tions must be performed  annua lly by a  person who is c ompetent to inspec t pa rapets. 
Inc lud ing, but not limited  to a  b ric klayer, build ing  superintendent, handyman, mason or a  person in a  
simila r c onstruc tion-rela ted  trade, a rc hitec t, eng ineer, an inspec tor working for a  New York 
Sta te-authorized  insuranc e c ompany, a  New York Sta te-authorized  build ing  inspec tor, etc .

HOW DO YOU FILE A PARAPET REPORT?
- Parapet inspec tion reports a re not filed  with the DOB. Owners must ma inta in the observa tion reports 

for a t least six (6) years and  must make suc h reports ava ilab le to the Department upon req uest.

- Owners must have their annua l pa rapet reports ava ilab le by Dec ember 31 eac h year and  be ready 
to p resent it to the DOB if req uested .

- Fa ilure to p resent the report upon req uest will result in a  viola tion. No c ivil pena lties a re app lic ab le.

- Owners a re req uired  to ma inta in pa rapet reports on file for a t least 6 years.

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO IF YOUR PARAPET IS UNSAFE?
- Notify DOB by c a lling  311

- Owner must immed ia tely insta ll pub lic  p rotec tion (shed , fenc e, netting , etc .) as req uired  to p rotec t 
the pub lic  until c orrec t the unsa fe c ond ition. 

- Unsa fe c ond itions must be c orrec ted  within 90 days and  pub lic  p rotec tion must rema in until a ll 
unsa fe c ond itions a re c orrec ted .

HELPFUL LINKS & RESOURCES
- For add itiona l information on annua l pa rapet inspec tions p lease review 1 RCNY 103-15 

(https:/ / www.nyc .gov/ assets/ build ings/ rules/ 1_RCNY_103-15.pd f)

- Visit the Department?s Parapets page (https:/ / www.nyc .gov/ site/ build ings/ sa fety/ pa rapets.page)

- Get answers to the most frequently asked parapet inspec tion questions 
(https:/ / www.nyc .gov/ site/ build ings/ sa fety/ pa rapets-freq uently-asked-q uestions.page)

- Ema il your pa rapet inspec tions q uestions to parapets@build ings.nyc .gov.
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