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PROCEEDI NGS

MS. ALVAREZ: Good evening,
everyone.

For those joining us virtually and
are utilizing ASL interpreter services,
our interpreters today are Ariel and
Eri ka Agramonte. You can pin their
vi deo on your screen. | nstructions for
utilization will be found in the chat.

For those utilizing CART services,

the link will also be found in the chat.

Thank you very much.

CHAI R RI CE: Good eveni ng and
wel come. My name is Arva Rice. | use
she/ her pronouns and | am the Interim
Chair of the Civilian Compl aint Revi ew
Boar d.

| would like to call the CCRB's
August Public Board Meeting to order.

W1l the Board please introduce
themsel ves now, starting with Pat on
this side. Thank you.

MR. SM TH: Good afternoon. Pat

Smith, Mayoral Appointee. Thank you.

MR. MERRI TT: Hi . My name is Her man
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Merritt, City Council Designee from
Br ookl yn.

MR. SI EGAL: Good afternoon. John
Si egal . | was appointed by a mayor.

MR. DARCHE: Good afternoon. My
name is Jon Darche. | use he/him
pronouns and |I'm the Executive Director
of the Agency.

MS. NORTHERN: June Northern,
Mayor al Appointee from Brookl yn.

MR. HOGAN: AU Hogan, City Counci l
Appointee from Queens.

MR. FOX: Joe Fox, Police
Commi ssi oner Appoi ntee.

MR. PUMA: Good afternoon. My name
I's Joseph Puma. | go by he/ him
pronouns. | am the City Counci l
Appoi ntee from Manhatt an.

CHAI R RI CE: Thank you.

| s there anyone on the |ine?

(No response.)

CHAI R RI CE: No -- okay.

Are there any changes or corrections
to the July Public Board Meeting

m nut es?
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MR. SMI TH: Yes - -
CHAI R RI CE: Yes.

MR. SM TH: -- Madam Chair
On page 12, line 15, "this Board
commend a share of Arva Rice", | think

t hat should be "Chair of Arva Rice" --
“"Chair Arva Rice" -- and | promise in
the future to be more articul ate.

CHAI R RI CE: Okay. Thank you.

MR. Sl EGAL: That's page 12, |ine
15.

CHAI R RI CE: Are there any ot her
corrections to the m nutes?

(No response.)

CHAI R RI CE: Any other corrections?

(No response.)

CHAI R RI CE: I f none, can | ask for
a motion to approve the July Board
Meeting m nutes with it corrected --
with the correction on page 12, line 15
as stated.

MR. SI EGAL: So moved.

CHAI R RI CE: Al'l those in favor?

(Chorus of "Ayes".)

CHAI R RI CE: Opposed?
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(No response.)

CHAI R RI CE: Okay. The mi nutes are

approved.
Good afternoon, everyone. | have
served as the Interim Chair of the -- of

this Board for over two-and-a-half years
and today is my final day with the
agency.

| submtted my resignation to the
Mayor on July 22nd after giving a great
deal of thought to what is best for both
the Civilian Compl ai nt Revi ew Board and
my fellow New Yorkers.

Some of you may know that in
addition to my work with the CCRB, | am
al so President and CEO of The New York
Urban League. The New York Urban League
Is a civil rights organization that
empowers African Americans and other
underserved communities.

The upcomi ng presidential election

could have monumental consequences for

the communities we serve. | ve deci ded
that | need to dedicate the entirety of
my time and energy to mobilizing New
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Yorkers to get involved and make their
voi ces heard in that capacity.

My tenure has shown that the
Civilian Compl ai nt Review Board is a
vital resource for our City. | believe
It deserves a full-time Chair who is
able to dedicate themselves completely
to advocacy and | eadershi p. It is my
hope that in focusing my efforts
el sewhere, a new Chair will be appointed
who will continue this critical work.

| urge the Mayor and the speaker to
come together and agree on a Chair who
will be able to | ead the agency forward.

Before my initial appointment to the

Board in June of 2021, | worked on
vari ous task forces with the NYPD. Most
recently, | co-chaired the Re-Imagining

Policing Task Force with Jennifer Jones
Austin and Governor Wes Moor e.

The task force convened town halls
and focus groups with members of
service, unions, and the community
focused on ensuring that public safety

be fair and just for all New Yorkers.
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It was during this time that |
became even more famliar with the
system of civilian oversight in New York
City. As a result of this, I was both
honored and excited when | was appoi nted
to the Board and given the opportunity
to continue this work in a meaningf ul
way.

Joining the Board underscored the
I mportance of the work of this agency
for civilian oversight and police
accountability. This is an agency of
New Yorkers who dedicate their
professional lives to holding those in
power accountable and it has been my
honor to |l ead and advocate for them as
I nterim Chair.

My time on the Board has al so showed
me that the CCRB is a national model of
civilian oversight. We oversee the
| argest police force in the country and
set the standard through thorough and
i mpartial investigations.

' m very proud of our work and the

m | estones we were able to achieve
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during my tenure.

In 2023, the agency saw an overall
reduction in investigation times, even
as the number of complaints we received
i ncreased dramatically. We al so
elimnated the backlog of open
complaints fromthe COVID-19 crisis.

This was an agency-wi de effort
requiring commtment frominvestigators,
attorneys, support, staff and Board
Member s.

We al so made strides toward
Il ncreasing transparency and police
accountability. To this end we began
publishing redacted closing reports to
the website. We al so issued an
extensive report of the NYPD response to
the summer 2020 protests. This report
I ncluded recommendations to the NYPD on
how to i mprove their tactics in policing
wi despread demonstrations.

The agency also began to investigate
compl ai nts of racial profiling and
bi as- based policing through a dedicated

Il nvestigative unit. | nvestigating those
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all egations is so critical to just and
fair policing.

| want to thank the staff for their
hard wor k. Their work is not easy, but
they remain comm tted and fair.

|'"d like to especially thank my
coll eagues on the Board who bring a
di versity of backgrounds and vi ewpoi nts
to the table to discuss individual
compl ai nts. From all different
ethnicities, life experiences and
nei ghbor hoods, those with experience as
police officers and those without, we
speak together and |listen to each other.

We deli berate and vote in accordance
with the facts of the cases presented to
us while respecting our coll eagues’
poi nts of view. " m proud to have
worked with them Ied them and | earned
fromthem

l'd like to close by saying it has
been an honor and a privilege to serve
my fellow New Yorkers as Interim Chair
of this Board, and although no | onger in

this formal role, | will remain an
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advocate of police oversight and
accountability.

"1l now pass it over to Executive
Director Jon Darche for an agency
report.

(Appl ause.)

MR. DARCHE: On behalf of the staff
of the agency, | want to extend nmy
sincere thanks to Chair Rice for her
service and | eadership, and as much as
Chair Rice was a form dable | eader for
t he agency, she was also a thoughtful
and dedi cated Board member and a very
good boss.

The CCRB benefited from Arva's
wi sdom, experience, and tenacity in many
ways and she will be missed.

| also want to express my gratitude
to the Admi nistration and Council for
providing the CCRB with funding to hire
19 new staff members. These positions
I nclude a full class of investigators,
an APU prosecutor, an investigating
attorney, and data analyst for our

racial profiling unit, and an outreach
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coordi nator.

Pl ease visit the NYC empl oyment
portal at jobs.nyc.gov for more
I nformati on and to apply for a position.
You can also reach out to
careers@crb.nyc.gov for more
I nformation.

Earlier this week, the CCRB policy
and data unit published both the 2024
Sem annual Report and the APU Report for
t he second quarter of 2024. Bot h
reports are avail able on our website.

Our office is open for walk-in
complaints, but it is also possible to
file complaints online at
nyc.gov/ccrbcompl aint -- nyc.gov/ccrhb,
C-O-M-P-L-A-1-N-T, by telephone at
1-800-341-2272, by calling 311, or by
tagging the agency on Twitter, Facebook
and I nstagram.

| f anyone wishes to file a compl aint
ri ght now, we have two investigators
here with us today, Emma Stydahar and
Rob Ryan. Al so, lvana Torres i s here

fromthe Civilian Assistance Unit.
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Some ground rules for today's
meeting:

Pl ease keep your remarks to four
m nutes regardl ess of whether you are
speaking remotely or in-person.

Finally, | want to rem nd everyone
t hat the September Board Meeting will be

on Wednesday the 18th, which is a little

| ater than -- in the month than usual.
As al ways, information about the meeting
will be posted on our website and on

soci al medi a.

CHAI R RI CE: Thank you, Jon.

Does anyone have any questions for
our Executive Director?

MR. SMI TH: Madam Chair, on the
mont hly report, pages 37-38, am | seeing
some progress in mediation here,
especially in the 40 precinct and the 83
precinct?

CHAI R RI CE: ' m going to have our
Executive Director respond to that
question.

MR. SM TH: And 1 f so, can we make

t hat grow, please?
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1 MR. DARCHE: One moment .
2 MR. SM TH: You didn't know there
3 was a quiz, huh? (Laughter.)
4 MR. DARCHE: So, the Mediation Unit,
5 which is currently I ed by Caroline Anna
6 as part of the Investigations Unit, has
7 been working steadily since the office
8 has been back full-time at the end of
9 the pandem c to keep remote options open
10 for folks while proceeding with resum ng
11 i n-person medi ati ons and we've al so had
12 a focus on not letting cases sit in
13 medi ation if -- we don't want cases to
14 avoid investigation because we tried too
15 l ong to mediate a case, and then it
16 became i mpossible to both mediate it and
17 i nvestigate it.
18 So, the Mediation Unit has been
19 wor ki ng very hard, and while numbers
20 have i mproved in -- recently in those
21 two precincts, as an overall, we still
22 need more -- to do more work to bring
23 the Mediation Unit back to where it was
24 previously.
25 But | think it's also important to
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1 note that in an -- on an individual case
2 basis, we don't have a preference for
3 medi ati on over something else. It is
4 truly up to the people involved, both
5 the civilians and the members of
6 service.
7 We don't force mediation on folks.
8 We make them avail able -- aware that
9 It's an option that they can choose
10 because we don't want -- we don't want
11 people to find themselves in mediations
12 t hat they don't truly want.
13 CHAI R RI CE: Are there any other
14 questi ons of our Chair -- | mean of our
15 Executive Director? Sorry -- Whoops.
16 (No response.)
17 CHAI R RI CE: Any ot her questions of
18 our Executive Director?
19 (No response.)
20 CHAI R RI CE: Okay. If not, we're
21 going to have our presentation from our
22 Director of Outreach, Jahi Rose.
23 MR. ROSE: Hel | o. Good eveni ng,
24 everyone.
25 My name is Jahi Rose, as mentioned.
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| go by he/him pronouns and |I'm the
Director of Outreach. "Il just be
providing you with a brief overview of
t he agency and some interesting updates.

The New York City Civilian Compl ai nt
Revi ew Board is the nation's | argest
Il ndependent oversight entity over the
| argest police force in the country.

The Civilian Compl ai nt Revi ew Board
Il nvesti gates, medi ates, and
admi ni stratively prosecutes compl ai nts
al l eged agai nst New York City members of
the police department, the NYPD.

The agency is governed by a
15- member Board. The Board are sel ected
by -- five appointed by the New York
City Mayor, five are appointed by the
New York City Council, three are
desi gnated by the New York City Police
Commi ssi oner, three -- one is appointed
by the Public Advocate, and the Chair is
jointly appointed by the Mayor and the
City Council.

The CCRB can investigate allegations

of force, abuse of authority,
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di scourtesy, and offensive | anguage.

If you do see compl aints of police
mi sconduct, you can feel free to file
t hose, as previously mentioned, by going
to our agency's website,
nyc. gov/ccrbcompl ai nt. Al so, you can
call the agency's -- the agency's
hotline at 1-800-341-CCRB or
1-800-341-2272.

Remember, if you see footage of
m sconduct on social media or in the
news, you can also file a complaint to
the CCRB, even if you were not there
I n-person. Our typical handle is
@crb _nyc.

Additional ways to file a compl aint
with the CCRB also include calling 311.
You can also come to the agency's
headquarters at 100 Church Street on the
10th floor in |lower Manhattan. You
could also direct message, or DM, the
CCRB on social medi a. That's on
Facebook, Twitter or X, and I nstagram.
Our handle is @crb_nyc.

You can also send a letter to the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




I n Re August Public Meeting NYC -

CGvilian

Conpl ai nt Revi ew Board

August 14, 2024

20
1 agency as well at 100 Church Street,
2 10t h Floor, New York, New York, zip
3 code, 10007. You can also file a
4 compl ai nt at any | ocal precinct
5 t hroughout the five boroughs.
6 Even if that's not where the
7 encounter took place, the NYPD is
8 required to take compl aints about police
9 mi sconduct and accept CCRB compl ai nts.
10 You could also request a complaint form
11 in a self-addressed envel ope.
12 As mentioned, the CCRB is hiring.
13 So, we are hiring for various positions
14 from investigators to investigating
15 attorneys all the way to outreach
16 coordi nat ors. Feel free to go to the
17 New York City Jobs website,
18 nyc. gov/jobs. You can also email the
19 CCRB at careers@ccrb.nyc. gov. That
20 i nformation is also in the chat.
21 So, over the -- over the summer we
22 had the pleasure of hosting SYEP
23 i nterns. That's Summer Youth Empl oyment
24 | nterns. The Summer Youth Empl oyment
25 | nterns were assigned to us by
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Transition and Coll ege Access Center.
That program assigned us eight interns
for the summer. We wor ked with nine
collectively.

Some of the activities that the
I nterns engaged was Youth Ambassador
training where they | earn how to connect
with other young people and do
peer-to-peer outreach to members of --
to young New Yorkers.

They al so engaged CCRB Cares, which
Is a volunteer initiative. They wat ched
an APU trial, did an observation. They
also did community outreach. They did
research for our agency. They
collected -- they collected data and
i nformati on and did phone banking.

These are some of the activities
t hat our SYEP interns participated in:

They were able to meet Council
Member Sandy Nurse, also the House
Mi nority Leader, Hakeem Jeffries during
Nati onal Night Out Against Cri me.

This is some photos of the CCRB

Cares initiative in Brownsville at
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Nehemi ah Pl ayground. They hel ped to
restore some of the infrastructure at
t he playground by painting.

Our SYEP students also engaged in
creating social media content for us so
we could be able to appeal to more young
people online.

This is a gallery of some of the
Il mges that were created by some of our
SYEP students.

Our SYEP students also worked with
the CAU to be able to do data collection
to be able to expand the amount of
outreach that we could do to folks and
referrals that we can provide to
I ndi vi dual s as well.

So, for this year, we definitely
want to say thank you to our SYEP
I nterns.

So, there are more of them, but the
closer we got towards the end of the
year, many of them did have to travel
for the remai nder of the program Some
of them are working virtually from

Mexi co. That's the | evel of dedication
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1 t hat they had.
2 So, they've been very dedicated in
3 the work that they've been doing. So, |
4 had a bl ast working with them Their
5 | ast day is Friday, so if you want
6 pictures, it will cost. So, thank you
7 all very much.
8 If you'd like to request a -- if
9 you'd like to request the outreach
10 presentation from the CCRB, feel free to
11 connect with us via email at
12 outreach@crb. nyc.gov, or connect with
13 us online on our social media platforms
14 and -- on Instagram, Facebook, and
15 Twitter.
16 Thank you.
17 CHAI R RI CE: Does anyone have any
18 guestions for Jahi?
19 MR. SM TH: (I'ndicating.)
20 CHAI R RI CE: Yes.
21 MR. SM TH: | ended up in a
22 conversation with Daniel before the
23 meeting. Turned out he was at the same
24 student -- same school where my daughter
25 was a counselor, so -- and she just
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texted back, "always friendly, kind
hearted, and curious".

CHAI R RI CE: Any ot her questions or
comments for Jahi?

(No response.)

CHAI R RI CE: Al'l right.

Congratul ations to the SYEP young people
for the work that you did this summer.
We appreciate you.

Al'l right. Thank you so much.

MR. ROSE: Thank you.

CHAI R RI CE: We will now enter the
public comment portion of the meeting.

We will begin with those joining us
virtually who would |ike to make a
comment, followed by those who are
j oining us in-person.

For those joining personally -- |
mean virtually, we please -- we ask you
to please use the "raise your hand"
feature and please keep your comments to
four m nutes.

| would also |like to recognize one
of the members of our Board who has

joined us virtually.
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1 Charl ane, if you would introduce
2 yoursel f, pl ease.
3 MS. BROWN- WYANDS: Good afternoon,
4 everyone. My name is Charlane Brown. I
5 am a Police Comm ssioner Designee.
6 CHAI R RI CE: Thank you.
7 Wth that said, Yojaira, would you
8 pl ease call on the first person?
9 MS. ALVAREZ: Thank you, Madam
10 Chai r.
11 First we have Eric Umansky.
12 MR. UMANSKY: | have a question
13 about something that was in the
14 Semi annual Report, | believe, and that
15 I s about the rise in number of cases
16 that the NYPD is ending without review
17 because they come within 90 days of the
18 statute of limtations.
19 Can Board Members tell me if they're
20 aware of that and whether they think
21 that's something that needs to be
22 addressed?
23 CHAI R RI CE: | don't know if any
24 member of the Board wanted to address
25 Mr. Umansky's question?
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(No response.)

CHAI R RI CE: Okay. Jon, did you
want to say anything?

MR. DARCHE: So, the policy began in
2021 where the NYPD' s Depart ment
Advocate's Office instituted a policy of
closing matters referred to them for
| esser discipline, not charges, without
review if they received the case within
90 days of the statute of limtations,
and so that is -- that is -- that's the
policy that M. Umansky referred to in
his question.

It is something that has become more
wi despread, especially as the
| nvestigations Division has made an
effort to reduce investigation times,
there are more and more cases that fall
I nto the category of under 90 days to
the SOL, but are still actually quite
far from SOL.

So, | think -- | want to say there
were -- there were 330 cases closed in
the second quarter of 2024 short SOL,

but -- | think Lincoln is here.
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1 s that -- is that close to right?
2 MR. MACVEAGH: Very cl ose.
3 (I ndiscerni ble.)
4 MR. DARCHE: 313 -- 383. | was
5 under .
6 CHAI R RI CE: Thank you.
7 MR. SI EGAL: Jon, that policy is
8 still only applied to non-charges cases.
9 MR. DARCHE: Correct.
10 The Department Advocate's Office is
11 still commtted to either using its
12 powers under Provision 2 or serving in
13 charges cases it receives from the CCRB.
14 MR. Sl EGAL: So, the way | | ook at
15 this is effectively they've shortened
16 the statute of limtations by 90 days.
17 | s that not -- |Is there some other
18 way to |l ook at it cause that's how I
19 | ook at it? | don't think I could, as a
20 def ense counsel, say to a judge, "Oh,
21 It's within 90 days so the statute
22 applies". It just seems so arbitrary to
23 me .
24 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: (I'ndiscernible.)
25 MR. Sl EGAL: | " m asking a question.
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1 I don't know why you have a problem with
2 t hat .

3 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: (I ndiscernible.)
4 MR. SI EGAL: No, Usually you

5 criticize us cause we don't have

6 anything to say, so --

7 Al'l right. | just asked the

8 gquestion. You answer it at the

9 appropriate time, Jon.

10 CHAI R RI CE: Okay. Thank you, Mr.
11 Umansky for your question.

12 And, Yojaira, can we hear from the
13 next speaker?

14 MS. ALVAREZ: Next we have

15 Assat a- Makeya Rhodes.

16 MS. RHODES: This is Assat a- Makeya
17 of the Rhodes famly. Can you all hear
18 me ?

19 MS. ALVAREZ: Yes.

20 Can you -- can you start from the
21 begi nni ng?

22 MS. RHODES: Yes -- greetings all.
23 Il ' m Assat a- Makeya of the Rhodes family.
24 I n March of 2023 property of which |
25 was in control of was unlawfully and
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illegally confiscated without right or
privilege by uniformed City of New York
police officers. 11 days | ater, a
compl ai nt was delivered to and received
by the CCRB.

Despite that compl aint being
received in March, and despite ny
several attempts to follow-up on the
matter, the compl aint was not noted as
regi stered until eight months | ater.
That compl ai nt was reportedly
Il nvestigated by CCRB and that case was
closed just | ast month.

| received notification that CCRB
determ ned the officer's conduct was
within NYPD guidelines with no further
details.

| believe | have grounds to appeal
CCRB's determ nation, but find it
difficult to appropriately appeal
because | don't have any information
what soever about the specifics of the
i nvestigation. | was not contacted by
the investigator at any point during the

I nvestigation following our initial
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conversation about the matter and | do
believe |I may have information that will
sustain an appeal.

| filed two Freedom of Information
requests to obtain documents relevant to
t hat case and was subsequently notified
by CCRB that the FOI A request will not
be fulfilled until July of 2025. ' m
concerned that certain relevant
deadlines will not be met if | wait
until then.

Can you advise me on how to gather
t hose relevant details to pursue this
case further?

CHAI R RI CE: Thank you very much,
Ms. Rhodes. ' m going to have our
Executive Director respond to your -- to

your question.

MR. DARCHE: So, Ms. Rhodes, | will
check with the FOIL unit. It's now no
| onger just one person. It's now two
peopl e.

So, I will -- 1 will speak to the

| eader of the FOIL unit at the

conclusion of this meeting and we will
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expedite getting you the information you
need to file a Reopen Request, which is
essentially what an appeal is and we'll
make sure that you get the information
of what we did gather, so you -- cause
one of the things we |look for in a
Reopen Request is that you have new

i nformation.

And so we'll make sure you know what
we did have so that you can give us
additional information that we can use
when evaluating the Reopen Request.

MS. RHODES: Thank you.

ls there an email address that | can
have so that | can basically move it up
to the front of the line so you don't

have to go digging through those
requests?

MR. DARCHE: So, if you -- if you
send it to my assistant, Helen

Pressburg, H-P-R-E-S-B-E-R-G,

@crb.nyc.gov she will forward it to me
and I'll make sure it gets | ooked at
forthwith.

MS. RHODES.: Thank you all. Have a
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1 great evening.
2 CHAI R RI CE: Thank you.
3 Yojaira, can we have the next
4 speaker?
5 MS. ALVAREZ: Next we'll be hearing
6 from Doyin Adeeko Abowaba.
7 (No response.)
8 MS. ALVAREZ: Doyi n, Can you hear
9 us?
10 (No response.)
11 MS. ALVAREZ: You'll have to
12 un- mut e, Doyin.
13 MR. ABOWABA: Hel |l 0?
14 MS. ALVAREZ: Hi . We can hear you.
15 MR. ABOWABA: Yeah -- good
16 afternoon, everyone.
17 My name is Doyin Adeeko Abowaba. I
18 live in 722 Post Avenue although I've
19 been (indiscernible) by the Depart ment
20 of Buil ding, you know, to -- | mean, due
21 to the illegal apartment, you know, on
22 17th of August, the official of
23 Depart ment of Building came to the house
24 for inspection and the | andlord was
25 harassi ng me.
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On that very day, she was -- she
came into the -- into my apartment
harassing my wife, constantly yelling
out all sorts of things.

| called the NYPD on that day. For
two hours, | did not see anyone come
around to arrest the offender.

So, apart from that, there was
anot her case that | reported at the same

station at 78 Richmond Terrace, that the
| andl ord opened my apartment with his
personal key while | was in the house.
We were in the house sl eeping.

He came in, and, you know, that very
mor ni ng, | asked him, "Wat are you
| ooking for? You want to come into nmy

house, you have to inform me".

So, that very day, | call, but no
response. | have to go there again to
record the scene and they said, "The

| andl ord has the right to enter his
house even when |I'm inside or
emer gency"”.

So, again, reported harassment.

They told me, "You can not" -- that

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




I n Re August Public Meeting NYC -
August 14, 2024

Cvilian Conplaint Review Board

34
1 | andl ord has a right to enter the house
2 where | rented from him There's
3 not hi ng they can do and | was shocked.
4 So, | don't understand it. Maybe
5 it's -- it's in the New York |aw -- New
6 York State |l aw that every | andlord can
7 enter a tenant's house without their
8 perm ssion, without -- without notifying
9 him that he is going to do something in
10 house and we don't have emergency in the
11 house. (I ndi scerni ble) apartment for
12 me .
13 So, that is my case.
14 MR. DARCHE: Mr. Abowaba - -
15 MR. ABOWABA: Yes, sir.
16 MR. DARCHE: -- the rights of
17 | andl ords and tenants in New York City
18 are complicated and the responsibilities
19 of police officers are also complicated.
20 So, this is something where you
21 woul d really need to talk to an
22 I nvestigator so that we can get all the
23 details about -- about the situation and
24 then we can |let you know if -- if this
25 I's something that is in our jurisdiction
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1 or if this is something we can refer to
2 someone el se.
3 So, what |I'm going to ask is that
4 you will hold on and then you -- you
5 speak to one of our investigators and
6 either we can take the complaint right
7 now from you or we can make an
8 appoi ntment to follow-up with you and
9 your wife at a -- at a later time.
10 But |I'm going to ask that you hold
11 on and either Emma or Rob will reach out
12 to you right now.
13 MR. ABOWABA: Okay, sir.
14 CHAI R RI CE: Thank you.
15 Yojaira, can we speak -- hear from
16 the next speaker?
17 MS. ALVAREZ: That concl udes the
18 virtual portion of the public comment.
19 CHAI R RI CE: Thank you. I
20 appreciate that.
21 For those joining us in-person and
22 are interested in making a public
23 comment, please |line up behind the
24 podi um and we're going to ask you to
25 keep your comments also to four m nutes.
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Good evening, M. Dunn.

MR. DUNN: Good afternoon. For
t hose of you | have not met, |I'm Chris
Dunn from the New York Civil Liberties
Uni on.

| ve been comng to CCRB meeti ngs
for 25 years now, but | have not been
since the pandemi c. So, | apologize for
that, but | wanted to be here for Arva'a
| ast meeting.

But before | turn to that, | did
want to raise a couple substantive
questions.

First, to pick up on Eric's question
about the sem annual report -- and |
first should note, there have been years
when semi annual reports showed up 6
mont hs, 18 months, 24 months after the
end of the sem annual period. Good for
you for getting the report out in a
timely way.

But there was a bombshell in this
report that Eric has flagged, which is
the huge increase in the cases being

closed based upon a claimed SOL concern,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re August Public Meeting NYC - Civilian Conplaint Review Board

© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N N N N N N B B P P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © © N O O » W N B+ O

August 14, 2024
37

particularly with the number of cases
bet ween 60 and 90 days from the SOL,
which | think is 279 cases for this
six-mont h peri od.

And to pick up on Jon's point --
and, Jon, feel free to respond during my
time -- | do think there is a question
about what is going on with the
Depart ment .

So, Jon, | am curious -- Jon Darche,
| apologize -- | am curious to hear what
t he Department has been saying about
this, and also curious -- and |I'm
| ooki ng at you, M. Fox, as a Police
Department rep -- to hear what members
on the Board here from the Police
Department think about this situation.

MR. DARCHE: So, the policy is from
2021. It's a Department Advocate
policy, and | -- | think they -- they
are trying to process these cases as
fast as they can and someti mes they
have -- they have difficulty doing it
within the time period that they have

given themsel ves.
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1 | think there are things they could
2 do to preserve the statute of
3 i mtations and allow -- if they require
4 more time to review these cases, that
5 t hey could do it, but we haven't made
6 progress on that |ine of conversation.
7 MR. DUNN: Okay. Mr. Fox, not to
8 put you on the spot, but here you are.
9 You think you could help make some
10 progress on this?
11 MR. FOX: | " m not an empl oyee of the
12 NYPD, Chris.
13 | " ma Police Designee, so my primary
14 job is to review cases, which I've been
15 doing for almost three years now. I
16 don't speak for the Police Commi ssioner
17 -- Commi ssi oner Caban.
18 | think John Siegal touched on the
19 complexity of this -- or the issue that
20 could be raised.
21 Jon Darche covered what | -- what |
22 do understand could be the chall enge
23 because of processing. There is a
24 process that happens once a police
25 of ficer was served. There's notice.
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There are a |l ot of things that happen in
this realmthat | don't have direct
experience with unless | was on the job
ri ght now.

But | think that's the most | have
to (indiscernible).

MR. DUNN: Well, | think you're
bei ng, perhaps, a little bit modest.

You have a | ong and distinguished career
i n the Department. You carry a | ot of
wei ght in the Department.

| " m sure your say would make a
difference and whatever may have been
the situation before this six-month
period, we've got nearly 300 cases that
are going down the tubes based upon this
policy.

Somebody needs to say, as John
Siegal said, "You guys are cheating.
You're just treating the statute of
|l imtations as being today as opposed to
three mont hs out and this report shows
somet hi ng has got to happen on this".

Al'l right. The second thing | want

to raise is based upon some of the

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re August Public Meeting NYC - Civilian Conplaint Review Board

© 00 N o o b~ w NP

N N N N N N B B P P P P P P PP
g A W N P O © © N O O » W N B+ O

August 14, 2024

40
reporting in the | ast week or so about
Deputy Commi ssioner Daughtry and what
| ooks to be a fast one the Depart ment
pull ed on you about his status. He' s
either a civilian or an MOS.

The reporting, as |I understand it --
and | only know what | read in the
papers, so | accept that caveat -- he's

acting as a member of service.
He's carrying a weapon, but somehow

t hey have tried to characterize him as a

civilian to remove your jurisdiction
from compl aints that were live before
his claimed change of status and | don't

know what the Department is saying about
t hat now. | saw some reporting today

t hat they are being very oblique about
pointing to some sort of special

provi sion.

Al'l | can say is, given what has
been reported, | hope the CCRB wil |l
aggressively move to reopen those
i nvestigations, and | understand we're
going to run into a statute of

limtations problem from perhaps --
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everything comes back to somet hing.

But | think for the agency, it's
I mportant to do that, and | think as
part of that, it's important to get to

t he bottom of what the Department did
and what the Department said to the CCRB
about his status because it sure | ooks

|l i ke something squirrelly happened here.

CHAI R RI CE: Thank you for that
comment, and, unfortunately, | think
we're about to get to the end of your
time, but want to make sure that we do
handl e t hat.

It's my understanding that he was in
the category of a -- a civilian rather
t han a member of service.

l"d like to -- want Jon to be able
to respond to your question.

MR. DARCHE: So, when a member of
service goes from being an active member
of service to an inactive member of
service, there are a variety of reasons
t hat coul d happen.

They can retire. They can separate

or resign from the Department without a
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pensi on, or sometimes they can go from
being the -- a member of service to a
civilian empl oyee.

For example, the Police
Commi ssioner, before he was the Police
Commi ssioner, was the First Deputy
Commi ssi oner, and when he got promoted
to be First Deputy Commi ssioner, he wen
to this inactive |ist.

And so our case tracking when that
promoti on happened, marked Police
Commi ssi oner Caban as inactive and our
case tracking system did the same thing
with Deputy Commi ssioner Daughtry.

So, I don't -- | don't -- 1| think
the characterization of a fast one, or
t hat that was done for the purpose of

closing the open CCRB allegations is a

step -- is several steps further than -
t han that | think we have evidence for
and -- and we don't, as the agency,

deci de whet her someone is a member of
service. We have jurisdiction over
members of service.

So -- so, to us, once we were

t
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i nformed he was no | onger an active
member of service, that he no |onger was
I n our jurisdiction.

MR. DUNN: | get all that. I
appreciate you. All 1'"m saying is it's
I mportant to get to the bottom of it.

And then finally, Arva, if you'l
all ow me, because | think |I've been
tal king probably for | ess than three
m nut es.

| want to talk about you just for a
moment . lt's not typically the role of
the NYCLU to be praising government
of ficials, but | want to make an
exception here and I'l1l be brief.

You have been a voice of conscience
for police accountability. When t he
occasi on has presented itself or that
has required you to be critical of the
Police Department, you have been open in
doing so and you get enormous credit for
doi ng that.

And the integrity, and the
comm t ment, and the passion, and the

dignity that you brought to your
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position is something that everybody
sees and we appreciate that.

CHAI R RI CE: Thank you.

M. Myers.

MR. MYERS: Yes, |I'm M chael Myers,
the President of the New York Civil
Ri ghts Coalition.

There seems to be a public comment
for favorites of the CCRB that was done
at the |l ast meeting when City Counci l
members were called on and given
preferential status to address this
Board at its public meeting.

Rat her than amend the agenda to have
t hese public officials comment as a part
of the agenda item, precious time was
taken away from the public comment
section placing public officials ahead

of the ordinary members of the public --

t he people -- when you're supposed to
hear from us and | don't understand
what's going on in this -- in this

organi zati on anymor e.
This is manifestly unfair. It iIs,

as a matter of fact, discourteous and
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of fensive to the public comment
section -- section of the CCRB meetings.

Secondly, representatives and
I ndi vi duals favored by the CCRB have
been given a total of four minutes to
address the public meeting, but towards
the end or m ddle of their comments,

t hey have been allowed to put questions
to the CCRB, the answers to which the
CCRB takes a precious time fromthe
public comment section to "answer" --
and |'m going to put that in quotes.

What is the rule? Do members of the
public have four m nutes to speak or may
t hey also, hog the m crophone, with
their personal agendas and the so-called
agenda -- their so-called organizations?

This is outrageous in my view. You
got to have fair treatment. You got to
have rules that apply to everybody. | f
the rules don't apply to everybody, then
there are no rules and | find that
objectionabl e.

Why are the members of the public

online given the preference to address
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t he public meeting ahead of members of
the public who are present at the

meeti ng? Nobody ever explained that to
me. We are here. We need to address
this Board, but we have to wait for all
ki nds of comments -- sundry comments and
questions of all the Board members who
then take their time to address those

guestions, even as we wait to address

you.
This is uncalled for. This is not

in the rules. You need to see those

rul es again, where the -- where the

Board speaks to every question either
from online and in-person before the
comment section is even concluded. We
are supposed to have this time to talk
to the Board, not the Board to talk to
us.

When The rules of the CCRB are
flagrantly violated or ignored, does a
member of the public have the right to
make a point of order to the Chair of
the CCRB and seek an i mmedi ate ruling on

the point of order or does that
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privilege belong only to CCRB Board
members; to CCRB members who themsel ves
may favor or disfavor that particul ar

speaker, or speaker, or cause?

Finally -- and |'m outraged. ' m
upset about this whole process. | think
It's out of order. | want to see the
rul es again. You got to republish those

rules, and you got to read them, and
understand when you are violating those
rules, ignoring the public comment,
transgressing the public comment rules.

Finally, the problems with your
WebEx service have been persistent,
notwi thstandi ng our compl aints and our
comments rendered inaudible -- the fault
not being on our side -- the question
must be addressed and must be raised,
why does the CCRB insist on WebEx?

s this a City requirement? Are
there any conflicts of interest
protocols established over this
communi cati on system? By conflict of
I nterest, you know exactly what | mean

and what |'m inquiring about. Il want to
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know. I think this Board and the public
ought to know about how in the hell you
have WebEX. It doesn't work and you
keep it despite compl aints.

The hour is |ate. CCRB must reorder
Its agendas, and priorities, and systens
so as to function as a fair and neutral
i nvestigative body and public commi ssion
with a reputation for integrity; not
parti sanship or favor for one side or
t he other of a public concern.

So, | also congratul ate, again, the
Chair of the commttee -- of the Board,
but you were not really explicit or
cl ear about why you are | eaving the
Board, Madam Chair.

You know the Mayor asked for your
resignation and you have to say that
agai n, and again, and again for the
record because it was an outrageous
request, and this Board didn't say
anything about it in terms of
respondi ng.

CHAI R RI CE: Thank you, M. Myers.

| appreciate your comment.
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1 | do believe that WebEx is the
2 of ficial communication of the New York
3 City and I don't know if you wanted
4 to -- | don't know if you wanted to
5 respond to any of the other comments
6 t hat were raised, Jon.
7 MR. DARCHE: So, | will check with
8 our I T department about whether we can
9 not use WebEx because | believe | was on
10 a Zoom with City folk earlier today, and
11 if it is possible for us to switch to
12 Zoom, | have no problem with that.
13 Wth regard to why we go for people
14 who are online first and then in-person,
15 I's when we first started experimenting
16 with these hybrid meetings, we would
17 have an issue where people who were
18 present would hear a -- would give their
19 comment and then later there would be
20 someone who was virtual who would then
21 comment on their comment, and the person
22 who was in-person would then want to
23 respond.
24 And so it is easier for us to
25 structure the meeting to allow the
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people who are online to go first, and
then the people who are here in-person
get the benefit, in our view, of
responding to the people who are online
and then not having the people who are
online use their words without them
havi ng a chance to respond.

And, finally, on the favoritism
all egation, | remember the two elected
officials last month criticizing the
agency and | would like to think that if
| was going to play favorites, | would
actually play favorite for someone who
was not going to criticize the agency,
and so | just think it's not -- that is
just not a fair criticism of our agency.

CHAI R RI CE: Thank you.

MR. ROBI NSON: Okay. So, it's
pretty hard to follow that, but I'm
going to definitely try.

So, Rick Robi nson. | am the Manager
for the Newark, New Jersey CCRB. So, my
| ast time here was in 2016 when | was a
Board Chair. So, Madam Chair, |

actually applaud your efforts.
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1 But first, |let me give a NewarKk
2 greeting from Mayor Ras Jua Baraka, and
3 t he Municipal Council, and the residents
4 of Newar k, New Jersey. | serve as the
5 Manager .
6 And Director Darche, Madam Chair
7 Rice, and Board members, and staff, and
8 residents, first of all, | want to say
9 t hank you. We have been -- well, a | ot
10 of you do not know, so | will actually
11 make it cl ear. The Newar k, New Jersey
12 CCRB has restarted.
13 We had a death -- an unfortunate
14 matter regarding our former director. I
15 met Jon when Jon was actually the AP?
16 MR. DARCHE: Chi ef prosecutor.
17 MR. ROBI NSON: Chi ef prosecutor --
18 years ago. He still hasn't fed me, but
19 It's okay.
20 But | want to |let everybody know,
21 I ncluding who's on this call -- what
22 stream or whatever vehicle you're using
23 -- the New York City CCRB has been
24 Instrumental in the actual building for
25 t he Newark, New Jersey CCRB. We are
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actually scheduled to | aunch in October
and on behalf of my staff, | want to
actually send out this note to
everybody:

| would be far behind with my
process if it wasn't for Director
Darche, Chair Arva Rice, Board members,
and the CCRB st aff. So, | actually am
here in-person to thank you because | am
very, very grateful, along with staff,

and we could not have been actually
ready for our | aunch, which is going to

be in October.

So, | think the other thing is --
Director Darche already knows -- we have
been dealing with |egislation. We have
been dealing with police. We have been

dealing with City officials. So, your
presence and your visibility is pivotal
and essenti al .

| say that because without this
vehicle, people would not have the voice
to actually address matters that we know
about. So, you should be appl auded.

You really shoul d.
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My situation over across the
waters -- or | should say our situation
across the waters is we're |ooking to
actually somewhat be honored by you
because you have been doing this for
years, and as | mentioned earlier, | met
Jon in 2016 and | am so grateful for our
relati onship.

Our investigators speak to the CCRB
I nvesti gators. Our General Counsel
speak with the CCRB General Counsel. |,
of course, speak with Jon, back and
forth, and Ms. Alvarez -- hi, Ms.

Al varez.

MS. ALVAREZ: Hi .

MR. ROBI NSON: But the thing is that
you need -- you need to know that this
vehicle is exceptional and you have to
treat it with all the actual assistance
t hat they can actually muster to
actually address matters.

And | really, really, really appl aud
your efforts, Board members because it
I's a thankless job. It really is and

you are not appreciated. | feel 1'm not
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going to be appreciated in the future,
but it's a situation where it's needed.

| also serve as the Chairman for the
New Jersey State Conference, NAACP, and
i n Newark, New Jersey NAACP for crim nal
justice matters. So, | am all over the
pl ace regarding trying to put together
an effective vehicle and | want to
actually thank you for that.

CHAI R RI CE: Thank you -- thank you.
We appreciate you M. Robinson.

MR. DARCHE: If | could just say,
Mr. Robinson and his team for years have
been working so hard to build the Newark
CCRB and it has been our pleasure and
our honor to work with them to help them
move forward in that goal.

MS. ROSS: You all are so
appreci at ed.

My name is Maureen Ross. | serve in
vari ous capacities in the City,
i ncluding the Board that gives funding
to the SYEP. So, I'"m glad that the
young people did an excellent job this

summer and | just wanted to speak to
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express my sincere sadness over Chair
Arva Rice |l eaving this post.

| heavily advocated. | came up in
t he NAACP at 8-years-ol d. My aunt said,
"You all will not be statistics. You
all will start a club. | don't care
what you call it, but it's going to be
t he NAACP". So, | became Chair -- or
no -- Vice President of the NAACP Youth
Chapter when | was 16-years-old for the
entire state because of my aunt.

But | just want to say that you have
-- Ms. Rice -- | have great admiration
and respect for your example of
excellence in this position.

| ve known you for over 14 years
when | started the -- when | was hoping
to develop the Foundation for the
Advancement of Wmen with Mary J. Blige
and you have done excellent work for the
-- for the New York Urban League, as
well as the CCRB, and the many other
amazing things that you do throughout
community, in your service.

And, also, as former Girl Scouts, we
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1 were always told that you have to | eave
2 somet hing better than you left it and --
3 when you got there, and you definitely
4 have done that. | think that Mayor
5 David Di nkins, who was instrumental in
6 begi nning the CCRB, would be extremely
7 proud of the work that you've done and
8 t hat was beyond full-ti me.
9 | mean, you said it was part-time.
10 You've done more than | think most
11 peopl e who have done full-time work have
12 done in this organization. You
13 I ncreased the budget; you increased the
14 staff to 19 new staff members. You
15 decreased the backl og.
16 | don't need to repeat everything
17 t hat you said, but you accomplished a
18 |l ot in a short amount of time and |
19 think that holding people accountable
20 going forward is going to be the biggest
21 thing that needs to be done.
22 | often say, | feel |ike |I was
23 spoil ed, you know, being in the
24 Bl oomberg admi nistration in the Mayor's
25 Of fice. | did not |ike the
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stop-and-frisk policy, but he taught us
t hat every single New Yorker is our
constituent; that we were getting paid
taxpayer dollars to serve the peopl e,
and in service to the people, we were to
give them our best at everything that we
did.

And, you know, metrics, measuring
those results and how we were able to
gi ve measurabl e deliverable outcomes for

t he people of this City, you've done

t hat here.
So, | just want to say thank you for
your service. | " mreally sad --

desperately sad to see you go because

you were example of excell ence again,

and | hope that this is a model for

ot her, you know, new Chairs to take when

they come into this position, but it's

going to be big shoes to fill, so --
CHAI R RI CE: Wo w. Thank you - -

t hank you very much, Maureen, for those

comments and the thank you goes to the

I ncredi bly hardworking staff of the

CCRB. | cannot claimcredit for the
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accomplishments that this agency has
done and the hard work of this Board as
wel | . So, thank you.

Ma' am.

MS. JAMES: Hel | o. Good eveni ng.
My name is Princess Benn James. ' m a
member of Community Board 8. l'"m very
active in my community.

The last time | really stand and

spoke is when you guys were | ocated on

Dey Street. So, that's years ago.

The reason why |I'm standing here in
the presence this evening, it has to do
with -- an incident occurred in July the

12th and this has to do with a tenant
who's a school crossing guard, but my
problemis, this young | ady weaponi zed
her uniform She used her uniform as a
weapon and the 73rd Precinct is hel ping
her to do that.

There's an incident that occurred
with her daughter, and her friend, and
the |l andlord threatened my |ife. | cal
911. It was 8:53 at night. She

literally put on her uniform and came
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1 downstairs. The first thing she said to
2 the officer, "Oh, you know me", and the
3 officer went fromlistening to say, "I
4 cannot stop nobody from sitting on my
5 steps".
6 What |'m saying is they already
7 pi cked sides and she had done this
8 bef ore and | observed it when my son was
9 living there, who was a 26-year-old
10 veteran, where she called her daughter,
11 create problems, and she called the
12 precinct.
13 | don't understand how this young
14 | ady can call the precinct -- the 73rd
15 Precinct and they can come at the drop
16 of a dime, and if | call them when my
17 cameras were violate -- vandalized, |I'm
18 still waiting for themto come.
19 So, my question is that -- she's a
20 school crossing guard. | know she falls
21 under the police -- 1 Police Plaza. How
22 come a school crossing guard can use her
23 uni form weaponi zed as a weapon when the
24 police officers cannot use it -- but
25 also the 73rd Precinct -- which | went
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there and | told them -- they are
hel pi ng her to do this because -- and
this is what -- | don't know what step |
can take.

So, that's why |I'm here, to find out
what step | can take because she is
bei ng all owed to use her uniform as a
weapon against my son and |, and the
73rd -- some -- not all the officers --
some of the -- | really don't want to
make an ambi guous statement. Some of
the officers, especially the one who
came a few times, | have them on camer a.
They are allowing her to do this.

Thank you.

CHAI R RI CE: Thank you.

MR. DARCHE: So, ma'am, | wanted to
say, first, the CCRB does not have
jurisdiction over school safety agents
even though they are in New York City
Police Department. As we discussed
earlier, not every employee of the NYPD
is in the CCRB jurisdiction.

But |I'm hoping you could stay and

talk to one of our investigators because
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1 it may be that something that happened
2 I's in our jurisdiction, and if it turns
3 out that all the things that you bring
4 up are not in our jurisdiction, we can
5 still refer it to the right agency.
6 MS. JAMES: That's the reason why
7 ' m standi ng here.
8 MR. DARCHE: Excell ent, ma' am.
9 MS. JAMES: Okay. Thank you.
10 CHAI R RI CE: Are there any other
11 comment s?
12 (No response.)
13 CHAI R RI CE: Any ot her comments?
14 MR. DARCHE: Come on up.
15 MR. ANDREW. Hel | o. My name i s
16 Andr ew. | " ve been com ng here for years
17 saying that | aw enforcement is attacking
18 and terrorizing me, and so far, nothing
19 has been done.
20 Just recently, | sent text messages
21 to my -- to one of my m nisters saying
22 that they're blocking me from getting a
23 job until they (indiscernible) my
24 cell phone, and when they did steal nmy
25 cell phone at the Department of Labor, |
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1 called 911, and they refused to come
2 out .
3 So, this has been going on for
4 years, that |aw enforcement has been
5 terrorizing me. Can | give this to
6 somebody?
7 MR. DARCHE: Yes, you can give it to
8 me, Sir.
9 MR. ANDREW. M. Bishop is not here?
10 MR. DARCHE: M. Bishop isn't here.
11 MR. ANDREW (Handing.)
12 Okay. The first one tal ks about how
13 -- according to the Department of
14 Justice, |l aw enforcement is terrorizing
15 the American public by getting revenge
16 upon the people.
17 The second one is tal king about --
18 just let me take a |l ook. (Perusing.)
19 The second one is (indiscernible).
20 According to the New York Times, this
21 guy was foll owed around for 13 years and
22 he was executed by the police. Agai n,
23 Depart ment of Justice, | aw enforcement,
24 they Iike to get revenge upon peopl e.
25 The third one is talking about how
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1 | aw enforcement -- if you witness or
2 eyewi tness | aw enforcement murder
3 somebody, they could get us not to
4 testify against them somehow by tossing
5 us in the sidewal k against our will.
6 That's what it says here according to
7 the newspaper.
8 So, if you have evidence against | aw
9 enforcement, they can toss in the
10 sidewal k I'i ke New York City Police
11 Of ficer Adrian Schoolcraft, Police
12 Detective Nela Gomez, Los Angeles Police
13 Of ficer Christopher Dorner. So, these
14 people identify as crazy because they
15 have evidence against | aw enforcement
16 for their crim nal activity.
17 The other one is talking about how
18 police ambushed me, and the | ast one is
19 t al ki ng about how | aw enforcement is
20 getting people fired and making them
21 homel ess. That's according to the court
22 case.
23 So, if anybody wants to get a copy
24 of these, they could email me at
25 corruptcopsattacki ngme, or
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1 policeattackinamerica, the number "2"
2 @mail.com -- policeattackinamerica, the
3 number "2" @mail.com ['"m more than
4 only happy to send my evidence, the
5 copies of the court cases.
6 Law enforcement is terrorizing the
7 American public, not just in New York
8 City, but they're doing this throughout
9 America, and every time | came here,
10 nobody has done nothing against these
11 cops attacking me ever. So, | come here
12 again.
13 CHAI R RI CE: Do we have anyone el se
14 maki ng a public comment this evening?
15 MR. JAMES: Good afternoon. ' m
16 Ant hony James. | have a young man here
17 who was stopped by A police officer on
18 hi s daughter's birthday in the 67th
19 Precinct.
20 He's a little nervous -- first time,
21 SO - -
22 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Good afternoon,
23 everybody.
24 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: (I'ndiscernible.)
25 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: | said, Good
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afternoon, everybody.

Well, on May 24th me and my cousin,
we had went to Brooklyn. | " m not from
Br ookl yn. l'"m from Queens County, so |
was driving casually, you know.

| didn't have anything -- no music
pl ayi ng. | didn't have any weed in my
possessi on. Didn't have anyt hing
unusual , basically.

So, I"'mdriving. | see that it was
a grey detective behind me. | | ook. I
seen him | told my cousin, but we
wasn't scared or anything, you see what
| " m saying, cause | didn't have anything
on me.

So, | moved up just a little bit.

He put his lights on me. Me,
personally, | felt like they were
antagoni zing me, so | jumped out the car
I mmedi at el y. You see what |'m saying.

Maybe that was a red flag for me, but |

jumped out the car because | felt |ike
they were comng for me -- understand
what |'m saying.

Now, the first thing |I said to them,
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was, "What is the reason for you
stopping me". You see what |'m sayi ng.
The fact that | jumped out the car, |

guess they were aggressive and they came

and they grabbed me up. | told them,
“"Don't touch me. What is the reason for
you stopping me". But | continued to

ask them

Now, they're getting physical. As
they're getting physical -- meaning they
took my cousin out the car. | see that.
Now, they grab me up. There's a Chinese
guy and then there's a sergeant.

The sergeant, he's not really

touching me, but the Chinese guy is more

li ke -- he's using force and he's trying
to break my arm at the same ti me. So,
now he's trying to break my arm ' m
basically starting to tell him |ike,
“"Don't touch him". You see what |I'm
sayi ng. “"Don't touch me. Don't touch
me. Don't touch me", and now the
sergeant is |ike, "Oh, | understand",

this, that, and the third.

Basically, he's not trying to tell
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1 me what happened. "We're gonna tell you
2 what's going on at the precinct. So,
3 ' m asking themto tell me what | did
4 wrong and after that, the Chinese -- the
5 Chi nese police officer, he grabbed and
6 put me in the back of my car and he kind
7 of, like, pulled my armthis way, and he
8 bent it, and he just started twisting it
9 this way, and trying to break my
10 wrist -- (indicating) -- and | still
11 have -- |like, right here, you can still
12 see. It's kind of, Iike, messed up
13 ri ght here. (I ndicating.) See what |I'm
14 sayi ng.
15 So, I"'mstill going through things,
16 you know, every day with the New York
17 Police Department, you know, just trying
18 to stay out of their way, but, you know,
19 | feel like I'm antagoni zed.
20 But | -- | tried to sue them, but
21 they told me |I need a | awyer -- CCRB
22 told me that | needed the |l awyer and |I'm
23 not sure. Li ke, they said they had an
24 I nvestigation -- they had to make an
25 Il nvestigation and | just --
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1 MR. DARCHE: Sir, do you mnd if |
2 ask you a few questions?
3 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Of course.
4 MR. DARCHE: Did you file a
5 complaint with the agency?
6 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: | had to file a
7 compl ai nt .
8 MR. DARCHE: You di d. But - -
9 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: So, | went to the
10 hospital -- | went to the hospital so
11 t hey have all the information, you know.
12 MR. DARCHE: But have you filed a
13 complaint with us yet?
14 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: No, | haven't came
15 and -- they called me first -- an
16 Il nvestigator had called me --
17 MR. DARCHE: Okay.
18 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: -- and he told me
19 | needed a | awyer.
20 MR. DARCHE: So, just to be clear,
21 there are two things.
22 One, the CCRB, we investigate and
23 see if the officer commtted m sconduct,
24 and if the officer did commt
25 m sconduct, we recommend that the
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1 Depart ment discipline the officer. But
2 t hat doesn't get you money.
3 So, if you want compensation for
4 damages that you -- you have to get a
5 | awyer and sue. But they're two
6 separate processes.
7 So, we can still investigate if you
8 don't have a | awyer, but it won't get
9 you personally any money.
10 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Yeah, that's what
11 | was told -- | was told that --
12 MR. DARCHE: Okay.
13 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: -- first
14 conversation | had.
15 MR. DARCHE: So, did you -- did you
16 foll ow-up with our agency?
17 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: My phone is
18 broken. | have a |lot of things going
19 on, so --
20 MR. DARCHE: Woul d you mi nd giving a
21 statement today before you went home?
22 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Sur e.
23 MR. DARCHE: Appreciate it.
24 UNKNOWN SPEAKER: | got you.
25 MR. DARCHE: Thank you.
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CHAI R RI CE: Are there any other
public comments?

(No response.)

CHAI R RI CE: Okay -- all righty.
Thank you.

Do we have any old business to come
before the Board?

(No response.)

CHAI R RI CE: Any ol d business?

(No response.)

CHAI R RI CE: Do we have any new
busi ness to come before the Board.

MR. SM TH: | would ask if someone
more senior than | on this Board
Il ntroduce the resolution for this
occasion with our commendati on and
gratitude to our Chair -- and if not, |
will.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: |l will second it.
(Laughter.)

MR. SM TH: Anybody el se want to
move that? | mean, |I'm the junior guy,
so - -

CHAI R RI CE: Al'l those in favor?

MR. HOGAN: Definitely aye.
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(Chorus of "Ayes".)

CHAI R RI CE: All those opposed?

(No response.)

CHAI R RI CE: Okay. Unani mous.

| " m going to move now that we break
I nto executive session.

The agenda for executive session is
the Board will consider one full Board
case. The Executive Director will

di scuss pendi ng personnel actions and

t he general counsel will provide updates

regardi ng pending litigation.

l'"d like to make a motion for the
Board meeting to be adjourned.

Do I have a second?

MS. NORTHERN: | second.

CHAI R RI CE: Al'l right. Al'l those
in favor?

(Chorus of "Ayes".)

CHAI R RI CE: So moved. The August
Board meeting of the CCRB is adjourned.

Thank you.

(Time noted: 5:15 p.m.)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, JULIA M. SPEROS, a Notary Public
for and within the State of New YorKk,
hereby certify:

That the witness whose testi mony as
herein set forth, was duly sworn by me
and that the within transcript is a tr
record of the testimony given by said
wi t ness.

| further certify that | am not
rel ated to any of the parties to this
action by blood or marriage, and that
amin no way interested in the outcome
of this matter.

I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
set my hand this 14th day of August,
2024.

Nl ™M Seven

J Julia M. Speros

do

ue
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