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Exercising Extreme Caution With Left Hand Turns
By: Lenin Fierro

Left hand turns are among the greatest safety risks and challenges for fleet operators and
pedestrians. In our CRASH fleet tracking, collisions involving left hand turns are the fourth
most common incident, after rear-end collisions, right angle turns, and sideswipes. Left
hand turn collisions are among the most likely to lead to fatality, serious injury, and major
vehicle damage as we have already learned again early 2019.

In August 2016, the Department of Transportation (NYC DOT) released a Citywide
studyof left hand turns called “Don’t Cut Corners.” It found that pedestrians and bicyclists
are killed or severely injured by left-turning vehicles at over three times the rate (19%)
than right-turning vehicles (6%). In 80% of the cases, these crashes involve passenger
vehicles and 20% involve trucks. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA), 53% of traffic-crossing collisions occur with left-hand turns,
compared to only 5.7% involving right turns.

Why are left turn collisions dangerous? Drivers tend to make left turns at a higher rate of
speed due to turning radius and longer distances to make the turn than for right hand
turns. According to the DOT study, crash reconstruction analysis shows left turns occur at
an average of 9.3 MPH versus 5.6 MPH for right turns. This leaves pedestrians potentially
more exposed while in a crosswalk.

In addition, drivers must monitor oncoming traffic and vehicles, adding to the challenge of
these turns. In addition to increased safety risks, these left turns increase idling, traffic
congestion, and time spent in traffic.

As part of Mayor de Blasio's Vision Zero initiative, DOT is implementing left turn calming
strategies, including left turn restrictions, left turn signals, and expanding pedestrian
intervals (LPIs).

The most critical action must still be taken by drivers. First, avoid left hand turns if you
can.

Wherever possible, develop your route without left hand turns.

You will likely get to your destination faster and more safely. Since 2004, UPS has
eliminated most left hand turns in routes and reports reductions in fuel use and crashes.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qxUdghTZBHG3DzQoDjSr1nc1xlPBl89Z0rZV2oT1aKNeJdGx_kLpPaZzUNUbOoJH5BvrUT2u9VlKNUywUFJU2NOUe4OJ08erJWN9YwJqJrX7tFZ_FaBpiLOrhOZiNlGQzaFJLkH2xXbCgayct8AGvEb6125Wz3F3e9gSt0rh3qHximT52PsxqzY6ZPsdavTefn1uelVrGUs=&c=9QYD33Xqag6EudSE9DAClK19-vGryLlVaX_Kdfx4x8gWmPFfH3WC7w==&ch=9F1uHyGCoZDTBKkoxJrXy14RI91DrBKawyAGWGoBPamurZ6JS-oNJA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qxUdghTZBHG3DzQoDjSr1nc1xlPBl89Z0rZV2oT1aKNeJdGx_kLpPaZzUNUbOoJH5BvrUT2u9VlKNUywUFJU2NOUe4OJ08erJWN9YwJqJrX7tFZ_FaBpiLOrhOZiNlGQzaFJLkH2xXbCgayct8AGvEb6125Wz3F3e9gSt0rh3qHximT52PsxqzY6ZPsdavTefn1uelVrGUs=&c=9QYD33Xqag6EudSE9DAClK19-vGryLlVaX_Kdfx4x8gWmPFfH3WC7w==&ch=9F1uHyGCoZDTBKkoxJrXy14RI91DrBKawyAGWGoBPamurZ6JS-oNJA==

If you must take a left hand turn, go slowly, never rush, keep a close eye out for
pedestrians and bicyclists, and ask any passengers to do the same.

Recognize the risk of left hand turns and help prevent crashes from happening.

Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter

NYC Fleet Newsletter 250, January 18, 2019: NYC Fleet: Drive to 2,000 Electric
Vehicles

NYC Fleet Newsletter 249, January 11, 2019: Fleet Spotlight: Donald Cooke, Welder,
DOT

NYC Fleet Newsletter 248, January 4, 2019: It's a City Fleet Vehicle. It Is Not Your Car.

NYC Fleet Newsletter 247, December 27, 2018: 2018: The Year in Fleet

NYC Fleet Newsletter 246, December 20, 2018: NYC Fleet Spotlight: Anthony Dell'Era,
Quality Assurance, DCAS

Check out the complete archive.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qxUdghTZBHG3DzQoDjSr1nc1xlPBl89Z0rZV2oT1aKNeJdGx_kLpPaZzUNUbOoJH9j9n571SpfSiduob8uzxaAmDTvrVJ1DptCcbSPe6iYGQIC5zUNwXKjN-iT8cf5afX8aeRcY0K0gsJfDvBa2LD2rRJ0PRmdMxequWVU45aZynDfgQ6WjhWcJNtLuGEeFg1-WQ6kwaiqQvA0fW5OfvmlMVRFvSHahvCGozxLxURGM8ot471uNBeQ==&c=9QYD33Xqag6EudSE9DAClK19-vGryLlVaX_Kdfx4x8gWmPFfH3WC7w==&ch=9F1uHyGCoZDTBKkoxJrXy14RI91DrBKawyAGWGoBPamurZ6JS-oNJA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qxUdghTZBHG3DzQoDjSr1nc1xlPBl89Z0rZV2oT1aKNeJdGx_kLpPV-pdgquxuS64Eo2xOYvxdzDazDmg2w5ZO9nYywD69br2wmUM8yCCok_UBV-3S8zWjq-Wim5ZlVn2vQQXtT4qcbwxooq6hoyjhcf61-lOl15zsEfDLNA1s3yLwG0rgw-9iXDiAcrLKzYDtY57u6cn0mWbChJxLOJq8p42ic9ka9MqxnBJS7qHmncFaEupC4pA3U4DlqvJqVi4GOfQwajdAMgYDOzRQBptCqYAfqMEh_6u2f4THU1gEIsbE1M7Smq-g==&c=9QYD33Xqag6EudSE9DAClK19-vGryLlVaX_Kdfx4x8gWmPFfH3WC7w==&ch=9F1uHyGCoZDTBKkoxJrXy14RI91DrBKawyAGWGoBPamurZ6JS-oNJA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qxUdghTZBHG3DzQoDjSr1nc1xlPBl89Z0rZV2oT1aKNeJdGx_kLpPbGB4QwWFDMx3oICImbOpIx-4avygvrW2OmD5CY3CL-wvfuJm-WQFy1_uNzsqZY58M5kVPT7RgwvVf87s4kykWH_SbNJJRbNh1FfaPTz_9KAMxJ2DZTiwCX6cwnGtmhAJdyMFxrWH3w1NwGemIdoDadcWZvbtbgBP6esf3q9V855kSO6tYcmRv_ybxZ2l_Hcat7IJoECIwz3OAO0_XH3mI6qp_5GlCTQqM7EQz3qhWWpzJwy7xK9RTOkkV4B7p9fLg==&c=9QYD33Xqag6EudSE9DAClK19-vGryLlVaX_Kdfx4x8gWmPFfH3WC7w==&ch=9F1uHyGCoZDTBKkoxJrXy14RI91DrBKawyAGWGoBPamurZ6JS-oNJA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qxUdghTZBHG3DzQoDjSr1nc1xlPBl89Z0rZV2oT1aKNeJdGx_kLpPZ9ElIYuh1JOBEKT1PNI0ifKvvkR_QHlPhilJBpw8g5zaWhLe1Ovr4cbXrSEgzey-ofTgOa_eOueGVQfKwUPsl25CWlQoyjo5NplwvVSomzFej1_I60qOGM29UKr-NXvhP-164I0unC6e4DsZu1K7pSj5UjFipO2Zlz_MejaMmgjyQ3CRbz8j2k9VEl9KY4jTM3gsHHpfe8uFxlCPchpE7LyVaZXh2FDrg==&c=9QYD33Xqag6EudSE9DAClK19-vGryLlVaX_Kdfx4x8gWmPFfH3WC7w==&ch=9F1uHyGCoZDTBKkoxJrXy14RI91DrBKawyAGWGoBPamurZ6JS-oNJA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qxUdghTZBHG3DzQoDjSr1nc1xlPBl89Z0rZV2oT1aKNeJdGx_kLpPQaxkrFxuVRJxeBJAJBzHuV0wIbw2QkP1O4ZBbKB8M7cPbfnc5qAN4Nsgw7ITYxQXyKEAh9ulRq3ghkMjeDxg1imhhOPiJWCFlW-99agqBwRPEffPiocdz45aDZwBscDdKVaE3ErDMc8EWH9-Wx1VuSjb_krTkO1DAIH_HHD4Dyc4kBuknGnV1zqM0_Ac9d6tzZrFatkH2TTGMfN3_Rs9i52otkvs_SZY_h1a6LDekMkH7wuFKLHEjkA5NTHloRk6uyT47qE6TTAbNEWN8-ih5w=&c=9QYD33Xqag6EudSE9DAClK19-vGryLlVaX_Kdfx4x8gWmPFfH3WC7w==&ch=9F1uHyGCoZDTBKkoxJrXy14RI91DrBKawyAGWGoBPamurZ6JS-oNJA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qxUdghTZBHG3DzQoDjSr1nc1xlPBl89Z0rZV2oT1aKNeJdGx_kLpPQaxkrFxuVRJiQsHsuFnh4gG9tD1NMccV3d5EM5TszRCBs5XpU17STjqEknN8Ti-rEQU33EAEs8PAeI4KjvjnpBMcmKWLtWNmoOgYVcvkvYD5XeFrSLTZhxY_jxFB5TWK54zq5V3k4ct&c=9QYD33Xqag6EudSE9DAClK19-vGryLlVaX_Kdfx4x8gWmPFfH3WC7w==&ch=9F1uHyGCoZDTBKkoxJrXy14RI91DrBKawyAGWGoBPamurZ6JS-oNJA==

Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter

NYC Fleet Newsletter 250, January 18, 2019: NYC Fleet: Drive to 2,000 Electric
Vehicles

NYC Fleet Newsletter 249, January 11, 2019: Fleet Spotlight: Donald Cooke, Welder,
DOT

NYC Fleet Newsletter 248, January 4, 2019: It's a City Fleet Vehicle. It Is Not Your Car.

NYC Fleet Newsletter 247, December 27, 2018: 2018: The Year in Fleet

NYC Fleet Newsletter 246, December 20, 2018: NYC Fleet Spotlight: Anthony Dell'Era,
Quality Assurance, DCAS

Check out the complete archive.

// CONNECT WITH DCAS TO FOLLOW NYC FLEET //

Facebook | Twitter | Instagram

Visit us on the web at nyc.gov/DCAS
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