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Fleet in Local Law 
 

By: Keith T. Kerman 
 

NYC Fleet strives to lead the fleet industry in implementing fleet sustainability and 
safety. Over two decades, fleet has also worked with the administration and city 
council to codify these best practices in Local Law.  There are currently at least 21 
Local Laws that govern fleet-related operations and help to ensure we maintain 
and expand our leadership in fleet operations.   
  
Almost 19,000 City vehicles currently operate on some type of alternative fuel, 
from hybrids, electric plug-ins, natural gas units, biofuels, and even solar. This is 
one of the largest sustainable fleets in the world and Local Law has helped 
support each aspect of this implementation. Local Law 38 of 2005 called for the 
City to purchase the cleanest available light and medium duty vehicles and to 
transition to ultra-low sulfur diesel (ULSD). Local Law 39 of 2005 called for the 
City to lead in installing diesel particulate filters (DPFs) to reduce truck tailpipe 
emissions. Over 93% of our on-road fleet now employs this technology. Local Law 
73 of 2013 moved the bar further, formalizing our nation leading work in biofuels 
implementation. In FY18, NYC implemented its largest ever biofuels program for 
fleet.  
  
Over half of City ambulances today use anti-idling, hybrid, and plug-in technology 
to reduce emissions, noise, and maintenance cost by turning off the engine when 
the unit idles. This effort began as a partnership with the City Council in 2013 
through a law aimed at studying the effectiveness of this technology.  In 2015, 
through Mayor de Blasio’s Vision Zero initiative, DCAS published a report and 
launched its first implementation of truck side-guards. Today, NYC not only 
operates the largest fleet of trucks with side-guards in North America, at over 
2,300, but has put in place side-guard legislation that is a model for cities 
nationwide.  
  
NYC Fleet is making major strides in improving fuel economy for the City fleet. It 
was back in 2005 when the fleet was first required by Local Law to report on EPA 
fuel economy, our version of federal CAFE standards. In 2013, additional 
requirements were put in place to report actual use-based fuel economy. DCAS 
published the latest version of this report just last week. Both reports show the 



substantial improvement in fuel economy that has been achieved through green 
buying. NYC’s achievement of 100 MPG in EPA fuel economy for FY18 is also a 
critical example for the country that this type of achievement is possible now in the 
vehicle marketplace.    
  
Local Law has also helped spur our electric charging, bioheat, car share, and 
other initiatives. We looked forward to continued work with the city council to 
ensure that best practices in fleet are codified and that NYC remains a leader in 
fleet management.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter 
 

NYC Fleet Newsletter 252, February 8, 2019: NYPD Represents NYC Fleet  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 251, January 25, 2019: Exercising Extreme Caution With Left Hand 
Turns  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 250, January 18, 2019: NYC Fleet: Drive to 2,000 Electric Vehicles  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 249, January 11, 2019: Fleet Spotlight: Donald Cooke, Welder, DOT  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 248, January 4, 2019: It's a City Fleet Vehicle. It Is Not Your Car.  
 

Check out the complete archive.  
 

 

 

  

// CONNECT WITH DCAS TO FOLLOW NYC FLEET // 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U295AFIPRcpnoM9WWlD88ZjYLpfrRDSeB7IL4l8HWDK0Lul5gISXfVLggRGbTB7pfAQakLKYw9BxT-Ig3M90D1vRseVPmXEzri4TikFARV282EfhJ7OI2QnMYnNMvywOLuJxhe93zuJBN0yshRGfIg2u9RYuGlmPBRFYaCuVWNd_1tdRbN-PayMX-sPwfEGPahGGzwVxP4agy46J5uu_lBAblJXC0AZtl2zUQ0tasnLbKtWLcWF3q_t2hyYh-uY6Pgy-gV0qfVySV6CdY2PRF1Se5mYHAidTIro-MUPzI63ApbHxb884wDD9YwGVta7B&c=SzHHaNbfoDJDUykDY3UvTHrJm526Vf596LJWqWN8yGAFBzD_ybNTYw==&ch=qAp_gY9t3Q2x7Hx67cxb9gDOsFalVP0lt_K0_HporrtYB-UfMHYf5Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U295AFIPRcpnoM9WWlD88ZjYLpfrRDSeB7IL4l8HWDK0Lul5gISXfVadymSTavSHd-D_WSJJSZfCJGPeM8b62ZSKtFbjoDnTF9Wep7_Qb29F-KAfIXy3W9NLA984UrEQQi6uc-vmiZ6MbAL8CvpvlHclvpde9OzUgJMm5xKaAZXvuLKW9ENipTRE2U_QG03gq54oqM5WWYr32KGoHW8n3bdGoMm5y0BnZcO0YTmFPRd7c2OU6_AWpFXNn-O1xmlIW7QWAbVkIcIoxhnl-s5UzSxXsomtxcZr-U2q7nqQW4tYb6_nUfYCYNs3xoV78qKG&c=SzHHaNbfoDJDUykDY3UvTHrJm526Vf596LJWqWN8yGAFBzD_ybNTYw==&ch=qAp_gY9t3Q2x7Hx67cxb9gDOsFalVP0lt_K0_HporrtYB-UfMHYf5Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U295AFIPRcpnoM9WWlD88ZjYLpfrRDSeB7IL4l8HWDK0Lul5gISXfbcb-i2OjfcoMeVFGo1-fo0V8asDoXlUBta5PoKhNu2YgMSHYX3rZtJ8zsUkR-ZLzVq3AO6xKhuTfehbAIvpkcy1X54kB9Fz_-rztUGIQul9kyRi3HVanYQuB5YWFDHU2N-5caLCPW1lxaORrujFmG1h2byTy8skvVvByCab66UT-Cvl-Hl0MPLcr8qrSB70dg==&c=SzHHaNbfoDJDUykDY3UvTHrJm526Vf596LJWqWN8yGAFBzD_ybNTYw==&ch=qAp_gY9t3Q2x7Hx67cxb9gDOsFalVP0lt_K0_HporrtYB-UfMHYf5Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U295AFIPRcpnoM9WWlD88ZjYLpfrRDSeB7IL4l8HWDK0Lul5gISXfddrMU3BZeRT7uR4PHW8yS2H1FKR1xNCdpaCIwKI-pyp4Och0awaoxB7KRLIf-b8eIfBMn5_qUVVqVBxr9RUxEnELVzJhF80WBWZ6njukdHYGW4lR-KHxjgSXnlar-OtkMaCf-w9ulzMToE9rZO1riGPXcegc316GEcp6vMu7LgOu0595PC9bxPlzIHNHTe3zsyTdLqNhLW80OhomVvncS9scNQUEtO0YA_uS0E7nf7B1QqMvC8hOUnLw7pFyxXRAw==&c=SzHHaNbfoDJDUykDY3UvTHrJm526Vf596LJWqWN8yGAFBzD_ybNTYw==&ch=qAp_gY9t3Q2x7Hx67cxb9gDOsFalVP0lt_K0_HporrtYB-UfMHYf5Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U295AFIPRcpnoM9WWlD88ZjYLpfrRDSeB7IL4l8HWDK0Lul5gISXfUvmQZGjrJdnika15Fp9pmcqqVcTAxBSioIxv-HgZ8ztSR6-lQ16JZF5bO8fW5DquHMoroKb3ZGwYcy9Zu1A5dObYqYUkjKu5bWcItXwDy-ZAycFUOw0cfSv2uw9tam7Rbsubb3RqRVjEZJh46TIK491qDagYu2DVCp75lgwRZ7JZ6k2DLLv6vAN3R6AG95vmrAG94RV8uqHdncuO9tn3MeC0ZgPP9l3Ch3baY02W1BCKEQfS8Ee4lv34XD7uHf2oQ==&c=SzHHaNbfoDJDUykDY3UvTHrJm526Vf596LJWqWN8yGAFBzD_ybNTYw==&ch=qAp_gY9t3Q2x7Hx67cxb9gDOsFalVP0lt_K0_HporrtYB-UfMHYf5Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U295AFIPRcpnoM9WWlD88ZjYLpfrRDSeB7IL4l8HWDK0Lul5gISXfa8928KyJOpxsAG-qn0JsBe7PBWt-5jMMHSUfdO8WqFHBvmC02uwOA_tAN4sr6USTnKTRaU6hUEbHO6RU8eLST6gaJMz3G6U0QjNvuHWnW4onBdhdCfTIibeX6p-cPgUAtFlYRHu0yFE&c=SzHHaNbfoDJDUykDY3UvTHrJm526Vf596LJWqWN8yGAFBzD_ybNTYw==&ch=qAp_gY9t3Q2x7Hx67cxb9gDOsFalVP0lt_K0_HporrtYB-UfMHYf5Q==


    

Visit us on the web at nyc.gov/DCAS  
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U295AFIPRcpnoM9WWlD88ZjYLpfrRDSeB7IL4l8HWDK0Lul5gISXfaGrQPJ6uYGXFK4HVs1AyUoe5Pjg1HVxjf58yomGIzNcNlK5CXjZoOAW15311Z6IRojOKH6W0aZZODGyuKZY97B4i1vV_sz80NXYun5rd8c6&c=SzHHaNbfoDJDUykDY3UvTHrJm526Vf596LJWqWN8yGAFBzD_ybNTYw==&ch=qAp_gY9t3Q2x7Hx67cxb9gDOsFalVP0lt_K0_HporrtYB-UfMHYf5Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U295AFIPRcpnoM9WWlD88ZjYLpfrRDSeB7IL4l8HWDK0Lul5gISXfaGrQPJ6uYGX5wKCPTb3ZAwLCgmLLibQqgTSrZZRCc7BNTbGUHB801wlce6fhWucvAad1YZkcr6rhLKeNR4NYaP-ExFxfffBug==&c=SzHHaNbfoDJDUykDY3UvTHrJm526Vf596LJWqWN8yGAFBzD_ybNTYw==&ch=qAp_gY9t3Q2x7Hx67cxb9gDOsFalVP0lt_K0_HporrtYB-UfMHYf5Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U295AFIPRcpnoM9WWlD88ZjYLpfrRDSeB7IL4l8HWDK0Lul5gISXff0OYaYd62VQIC6z2lEfl-nx1d1t70-IG4MifuzZz6-PMjewdtFuuwBw1rHjJjHI5CLt5s9hQsRAVdReicAtpEC8AGZeG7Vel1m-j3_LaboA&c=SzHHaNbfoDJDUykDY3UvTHrJm526Vf596LJWqWN8yGAFBzD_ybNTYw==&ch=qAp_gY9t3Q2x7Hx67cxb9gDOsFalVP0lt_K0_HporrtYB-UfMHYf5Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U295AFIPRcpnoM9WWlD88ZjYLpfrRDSeB7IL4l8HWDK0Lul5gISXfXUSXSGeuIaEBMgYOSndHGa5V_5l2QYeAmAcWKkPBRB9tfH7i_Cw0qoX6WU1rOUuIcrctmB0JUWpwWtDS6FNSFU=&c=SzHHaNbfoDJDUykDY3UvTHrJm526Vf596LJWqWN8yGAFBzD_ybNTYw==&ch=qAp_gY9t3Q2x7Hx67cxb9gDOsFalVP0lt_K0_HporrtYB-UfMHYf5Q==

