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Fleet Spotlight: Smitty Darden, Motor Vehicle Supervisor, DHS 
 

By: Lenin Fierro 
 
Many New York City employees use vehicles to perform 
their duties. For motor vehicle operators (MVOs) and their 
supervisors, vehicle operation is their full-time responsibility. 
This week we spotlight a long-time motor vehicle supervisor, 
Smitty Darden, Transportation Division, Department of 
Homeless Services (DHS).  
 
Smitty has been a dedicated City employee since 1979. 
Smitty is a native of Jacksonville, NC and relocated to New 
York City in the early 70s. He began his career working as a 
community assistant with FDNY. He served as part of teams 
that would help salvage property and work to safeguard 
homes that had been damaged by fires.   
 
In 1985, Smitty got a chance to join DHS as a motor vehicle 
operator. As part of the transportation unit, he has served as 
a driver, dispatcher, and now supervisor. His role remains 
hands-on, just as it was at FDNY. Smitty and his staff help 
families and individuals served by DHS to move and 
transition, either to alternative shelters or to safe private living.   
 
Smitty and his team take a supportive interest in their clients and do their best to help them gain 
control over their lives. “The job is simple,” says Mr. Darden, “but the rewarding part is when you 
help others.”  
 
He’s been there for NYC in times of tragedy as well. After 9/11 he helped staff to relocate from 
Manhattan to Brooklyn when their offices where forced to close. When Hurricane Sandy hit in 
2012, Smitty was assigned to the lower Manhattan area and Bellevue Hospital, working 16-hour 
days and being on-call 24 hours a day for several weeks. His assignment was to quickly relocate 
staff, patients, and area shelters from impacted areas. Smitty and many other dedicated 
employees at DHS received letters of recognition for their efforts. 
 
How does Smitty relax? He has a green thumb and has been gardening since he arrived in the 
city. Mr. Darden helped start and maintain community gardens in several parts of the city. He’s 
currently working at the College Avenue Community Garden in the Bronx, helping grow 
tomatoes, lettuce, onions, and many other healthy vegetables. Smitty is a resident of the Bronx, 
where he spends time with his family and his two cats Milk and Fiona. 
 
Fleet would like to thank Smitty for his 40 years of service to NYC.   

 

 

 

 

 



Reminder: Join us at the 31st Annual City Fleet Show 
on Thursday, May 16 at Flushing Meadows Corona 

Park 
 

  

 

 

  

Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter 
 

NYC Fleet Newsletter 261, May 3, 2019: NYC’s New Fleet of Solar Light Towers  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 260, April 19, 2019: Safety is Not a Luxury  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 259, April 12, 2019: NYPD Makes Arrests in Fleet Vandalisms  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 258, March 29, 2019: NYC Fleet: Women’s History Month Spotlights  
 

Check out the complete archive.  
 

 

 

  

// CONNECT WITH DCAS TO FOLLOW NYC FLEET // 

    

Visit us on the web at nyc.gov/DCAS  
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