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NYC Fleet: Let’s All Reduce Pollution by Reducing Idling 
 

By: Keith T. Kerman 
 
Traditional fuel vehicles use gas or diesel to propel 
themselves forward. We don't need fuel to stand in 
place, yet vehicle operators often create as much 
pollution and engine wear by running and idling 
their vehicle engines while parked, standing, or 
waiting.   
 
Excessive vehicle idling is not just avoidable, it's 
against the law. In NYC, vehicles may not idle for 
more than three minutes in general, and for one 
minute near school zones. Exceptions are made for 
emergency vehicles and for units that are operating 
a loading or processing device at the time. This 
regulation is not about being stuck in traffic. It’s 
about turning off unneeded engine use when 
standing, stopped or parked.   
 
There are lots of ways you can help reduce 
needless pollution from idling: 
 

• Operate one of our all electric or hybrid vehicles. In most cases, these will operate on 
battery power and turn off the engine for you if you’re stopped.  

• For conventional vehicles, use the car battery and not the engine if you need to operate 
any vehicle systems during a short term stop. 

• If you need to stop for a long period, get out of the car and find a location to sit.   
• Plan ahead to avoid situations where you will need to idle.  
• Turn off your vehicle. Don’t idle! 

 
For more on the laws, please see the links below.  
 
Through our new telematics system, we will be able to provide alerts and help report on 
improvements in idling behaviors. Thanks for your help in cleaning our City’s air and reducing 
vehicle costs and wear.   
 
http://rules.cityofnewyork.us/sites/default/files/adopted_rules_pdf/notice_of_adoption_t
raffic_rules_clean_up_part_1_final_approved-effective_4-20-17.pdf  
 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dep/downloads/pdf/air/stop-idling-to-clear-air.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m9mZgPkQwKU-Q2_fGEmh_qw0xUi1lpbthRKsqtQ-HmlIv7LswBwDHRjY2im3X_MBrhJbA8sCJcNakoTY9Tn37YAyWoN5Id8Pt4gOb4LtNBxLz1G5gttceARX8PyVBxNwAlRI36F2VFMOBZDU2HzGijydPAGUgMvntgobQa62s-Ir3-febuj7Q0-oRVilIKDuvsb1vQp21BeQVLVO3HtakTmuLjojUEt_TPnEUE7_BQ46YwtJ6PtyvD_L2x33KJZJQCK2FB683DaiCfzF28_KYEAE6Ja5fv_KOlNChtuqqSvfWHZoaScZFoWtrxpDZFySN6MkG3bbmyU=&c=OZ4-wItoMB9OQJ0b4HY2gec3PJk4gUzAJ1UUGjnBFCwU5fzFoSRDvQ==&ch=tS_Jx2psavQHdhh_DABHKYrBFAahDpKf-W-xGvp-2HgH_PT304gFEg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m9mZgPkQwKU-Q2_fGEmh_qw0xUi1lpbthRKsqtQ-HmlIv7LswBwDHRjY2im3X_MBrhJbA8sCJcNakoTY9Tn37YAyWoN5Id8Pt4gOb4LtNBxLz1G5gttceARX8PyVBxNwAlRI36F2VFMOBZDU2HzGijydPAGUgMvntgobQa62s-Ir3-febuj7Q0-oRVilIKDuvsb1vQp21BeQVLVO3HtakTmuLjojUEt_TPnEUE7_BQ46YwtJ6PtyvD_L2x33KJZJQCK2FB683DaiCfzF28_KYEAE6Ja5fv_KOlNChtuqqSvfWHZoaScZFoWtrxpDZFySN6MkG3bbmyU=&c=OZ4-wItoMB9OQJ0b4HY2gec3PJk4gUzAJ1UUGjnBFCwU5fzFoSRDvQ==&ch=tS_Jx2psavQHdhh_DABHKYrBFAahDpKf-W-xGvp-2HgH_PT304gFEg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m9mZgPkQwKU-Q2_fGEmh_qw0xUi1lpbthRKsqtQ-HmlIv7LswBwDHRjY2im3X_MBh76yMbTOH6NGX5f6EV5eaY3nsX4Dm2h-TrkWr7iSf07fMKj0X_SEbXzoUhka-MHoT2hLFDZRCILVMuSjTGEfvU80V-fm8qDwRwsL8E88xrE9qjZMkMvasL5g_h0Hdq3n1QSDoPlpPaN7jArWyfnILIVlAaPc4l-qdTbqPfNFVsA=&c=OZ4-wItoMB9OQJ0b4HY2gec3PJk4gUzAJ1UUGjnBFCwU5fzFoSRDvQ==&ch=tS_Jx2psavQHdhh_DABHKYrBFAahDpKf-W-xGvp-2HgH_PT304gFEg==


 

 

  

Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter 
 

NYC Fleet Newsletter 265, June 7, 2019: Sustainability Shines at Montreal, NYC Fleet 
Forum  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 264, May 31, 2019: NYC Fleet Spotlight: Daniel Zukowski, Auto 
Mechanic, FDNY   
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 263, May 20, 2019: NYC Fleet Show: NYC Passes 2,000 EV Goal  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 262, May 10, 2019: Fleet Spotlight: Smitty Darden, Motor Vehicle 
Supervisor, DHS  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 261, May 3, 2019: NYC’s New Fleet of Solar Light Towers  
 

Check out the complete archive.  
 

 

 

  

// CONNECT WITH DCAS TO FOLLOW NYC FLEET // 

    

Visit us on the web at nyc.gov/DCAS  
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m9mZgPkQwKU-Q2_fGEmh_qw0xUi1lpbthRKsqtQ-HmlIv7LswBwDHRjY2im3X_MBJyUJRYXtzW4lTnsPYnypdLO5A7342rBlEdM3YbqXX-9i4J_QzTdBkTpY_ef3lYyhvCzw05VmMohEarJUYf6AXFBToZurSUoGdm7nRs-vbyu5YUrVRIGsPbsGmt_57BdVDN0NMyQJ9Gs8cHCZ-VVzz-NSe39oLNptCXPt8HDe2uNvPZ_8ZSIx_LP2Gr1VXx-Rk5XGTS6GaGrKc34MqrOzWEqy5RE2JBq5TqLQv9Box6OY7HneWQBwbDVisXqP6QRBdu_lPCW8pK_B_GhDeeT4Jg==&c=OZ4-wItoMB9OQJ0b4HY2gec3PJk4gUzAJ1UUGjnBFCwU5fzFoSRDvQ==&ch=tS_Jx2psavQHdhh_DABHKYrBFAahDpKf-W-xGvp-2HgH_PT304gFEg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m9mZgPkQwKU-Q2_fGEmh_qw0xUi1lpbthRKsqtQ-HmlIv7LswBwDHe2w72lfotmUV-Lg_uNj3yyDIcqiOqHjL6vn6AfenUt07_YFq7lAEplMD5HmF2Olu6yvHwzD9odt4AI-uQJlbFGzvz8r1vxnUtxIb6r5lSZoBsc5dfpBV9Lg2hB4Wqw3-ehmtJxBt_grgcEvrHNYQd4-UtlS1UAnO9rFfC284Z-MN1SFfyQhd1OgRh_L1GUGrTCl9H5LKMzctNkOpCJvSjZxah4RWPXITv8WEsCzTl7q0VRZ9I06J61pbVHYcv-tbXGlGjOaN7U3&c=OZ4-wItoMB9OQJ0b4HY2gec3PJk4gUzAJ1UUGjnBFCwU5fzFoSRDvQ==&ch=tS_Jx2psavQHdhh_DABHKYrBFAahDpKf-W-xGvp-2HgH_PT304gFEg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m9mZgPkQwKU-Q2_fGEmh_qw0xUi1lpbthRKsqtQ-HmlIv7LswBwDHRjY2im3X_MBqrkxs4FK6TEXV9QqHaz3IE-qp97OJqeNkROrJc0cxEx5ewjdaGmb7WAd2X6NpRDXWhC-PgawdP2mBWgu2EYPLdGxOOEEQQVk5GzCijoVxpfcRLFkERqadm-fzZX3HNZbqvPfhdknJnZEIC4R3Wavh6CA_VDohtxh1OHWvfhEZOUMBEkph5Sw4i22jlURNCKa9cHOEtl-XFHGO4mdTeIJRw-SxQICzQ3sv7pWIIYdIo14njMDj4FavowIeZUJxikt&c=OZ4-wItoMB9OQJ0b4HY2gec3PJk4gUzAJ1UUGjnBFCwU5fzFoSRDvQ==&ch=tS_Jx2psavQHdhh_DABHKYrBFAahDpKf-W-xGvp-2HgH_PT304gFEg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m9mZgPkQwKU-Q2_fGEmh_qw0xUi1lpbthRKsqtQ-HmlIv7LswBwDHWq5GBpyP1m8bFq44NVPR58y7-_YjdlhRaNz1npWpzyVZCxAF4LSLr2e3OTvEPv2FurEOaRcq9htdwUpqLIi5YTMIw7NNQ9ByJwJDC_rXRuEReMjX7tIMab13C5eRrcgw_MGzpusG-L4wnrACUEVJ0ngwPQoRzc1kPihNohI4-CxkVEm3dzICzqHgueEnq3w6Bk003smjpGj1bqVOS6sx4RhcgE65IyIh4sWCSFuzBMewC-7CnmMwfIqh0HJa-2ncWXXdxbjdObwK5BNx7Pzczw=&c=OZ4-wItoMB9OQJ0b4HY2gec3PJk4gUzAJ1UUGjnBFCwU5fzFoSRDvQ==&ch=tS_Jx2psavQHdhh_DABHKYrBFAahDpKf-W-xGvp-2HgH_PT304gFEg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m9mZgPkQwKU-Q2_fGEmh_qw0xUi1lpbthRKsqtQ-HmlIv7LswBwDHWNfKz-8NHNTWByd_Oy6cZ_77Pv553FeAYVtHBxK1owqT6O6bco9vgY0nVBUByl6YjPWgOzQ82pHY6tEjdLvOa1u-Vi5BOAr6FOtePBdcZSrLYIxvHZx9Ktssbv0OpUp1kvw_lPs-jjjFSI84l1coQbSavvfAyc4BKJ0wjEF5gXbHBjutBNeH8Nb3a_JaMrbx3VnEk06kEft1Rii-tw6hAbbT-gxzS4kWcopwGEih_661T3FkKHRy-yP6zIej_BCqA==&c=OZ4-wItoMB9OQJ0b4HY2gec3PJk4gUzAJ1UUGjnBFCwU5fzFoSRDvQ==&ch=tS_Jx2psavQHdhh_DABHKYrBFAahDpKf-W-xGvp-2HgH_PT304gFEg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m9mZgPkQwKU-Q2_fGEmh_qw0xUi1lpbthRKsqtQ-HmlIv7LswBwDHc90gdoJv_0yFDMUOQYxAxiYCuGmVSgnxypI1rY2gSPSAkhB0dG_yUykLU5uvcP7FVRZKcy3AkF9hHDQv7pepIuVZZFO8TsfDm0yEkEzNoVuTUTxCE4jFh42i_2PnTKtOzaVGPUFJdsi&c=OZ4-wItoMB9OQJ0b4HY2gec3PJk4gUzAJ1UUGjnBFCwU5fzFoSRDvQ==&ch=tS_Jx2psavQHdhh_DABHKYrBFAahDpKf-W-xGvp-2HgH_PT304gFEg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m9mZgPkQwKU-Q2_fGEmh_qw0xUi1lpbthRKsqtQ-HmlIv7LswBwDHeT9vke9oQyigckQg81DjXTDdhPsbcNZm5XeI-byrgGF-9dD7AbAbjMXIT44QYWbOEr_EWaNP1sTxI6J5_B3KucgkQNMPNlIPCwguEwJe6nO&c=OZ4-wItoMB9OQJ0b4HY2gec3PJk4gUzAJ1UUGjnBFCwU5fzFoSRDvQ==&ch=tS_Jx2psavQHdhh_DABHKYrBFAahDpKf-W-xGvp-2HgH_PT304gFEg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m9mZgPkQwKU-Q2_fGEmh_qw0xUi1lpbthRKsqtQ-HmlIv7LswBwDHeT9vke9oQyiE5EN43rV8dXjfuySw11j1z-kTlNkAOrldzIx4zMCefQC3FMyfwVc6BNFZr8lnuaVNZ6nynevtqfR80Qy591gmg==&c=OZ4-wItoMB9OQJ0b4HY2gec3PJk4gUzAJ1UUGjnBFCwU5fzFoSRDvQ==&ch=tS_Jx2psavQHdhh_DABHKYrBFAahDpKf-W-xGvp-2HgH_PT304gFEg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m9mZgPkQwKU-Q2_fGEmh_qw0xUi1lpbthRKsqtQ-HmlIv7LswBwDHQzwR6waG9NLt0Qx9XdWaQR0VQimyhdul7G40AqJr-xJi2cpB8Y2vUTSqcDjq4LJQ9i6aMCz9VR4SEnc5-uMTj6h7mW_nLAUyzGtRFkHnslN&c=OZ4-wItoMB9OQJ0b4HY2gec3PJk4gUzAJ1UUGjnBFCwU5fzFoSRDvQ==&ch=tS_Jx2psavQHdhh_DABHKYrBFAahDpKf-W-xGvp-2HgH_PT304gFEg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m9mZgPkQwKU-Q2_fGEmh_qw0xUi1lpbthRKsqtQ-HmlIv7LswBwDHTbXXJXks5WDzi2ngUdXcsx5IojN9aiLHvPeJhbHlKr-IPtGwaz3QHy4VRgJFfjhJI2x2qC3fYSv2MQKUQzIxMI=&c=OZ4-wItoMB9OQJ0b4HY2gec3PJk4gUzAJ1UUGjnBFCwU5fzFoSRDvQ==&ch=tS_Jx2psavQHdhh_DABHKYrBFAahDpKf-W-xGvp-2HgH_PT304gFEg==

