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Your SUV Is Not Cool, Unless It Plugs In! 
 

By: Keith Kerman  
 

Last week, our newsletter discussed 
the important role biofuels can play in 
addressing climate change and 
transportation emissions. This week, 
we focus on the implementation of 
electric, hybrid, and more fuel efficient 
vehicles.  
 
NYC Fleet offers an important example 
as to what is possible in improving 
vehicle fuel efficiency.  
 
As we have discussed in previous 
newsletters, Local Law 38 of 2005 
requires the City Fleet to issue our annual equivalent to Federal Corporate Fuel Economy 
(CAFE) standards.  
 
This year, the average EPA fuel economy for our 494 new light duty fleet vehicles was 
107 miles per gallons (MPG). This compares to 24.9 MPG nationally for 2017, the last 
model year for which EPA has announced results.  
 
We know that fuel efficient and zero emissions vehicles are already a reality in the light 
duty vehicle marketplace. These vehicles also reduce fuel and maintenance costs.  

 

 

 

 

 

Given this reality, one would think and hope that a transition to fuel efficient and 
alternative fuel vehicles was sweeping the nation. It’s not, at least not yet. In fact, the main 
movement nationally in light duty vehicle procurement is environmentally harmful: a move 
from sedans to SUVs. We looked at the most recent EPA report on national fuel 
economy. Hybrids and electrics are still only 3% of new vehicle purchases. The biggest 
trend by far is the expansion of SUV adoption.  

 



As per the same EPA report, 
the SUVs being sold in the US 
are 29% less fuel efficient on 
average than the sedans. We 
also know from recent reporting 
that increased use of SUVs has 
been tied to increasing rates of 
pedestrian deaths nationally. A 
recent report suggested that 
the increase in SUV adoption 
nationally would undo any 
environmental benefit from 
even the most expansive 
adoption of electric and hybrid 
vehicles.  

 

 

 

 

 

In the March 2019 Mayoral Executive Order for Fleet Efficiency, we included a reduction in 
SUV use. We are also requiring any new SUVs we do buy to be our new electric plug in 
units.  
 
NYC Fleet must set an example in buying both electric and hybrid vehicles and avoiding 
SUV use unless operationally unavoidable. Where we do buy SUVs, they need to be 
electric and have our full safety packages as required in the Vision Zero Safe Fleet 
Transition Plan.  
 
More and more, reducing transport emissions is now an issue of choice and commitment, 
not of further technology development. Let’s lead the way in making the right choices.   

 

EVENT REMINDER: Thursday October 31 
 

Please join us at the 6th Vision Zero Fleets Safety Forum, October 31. Details at the link 
below:  
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dcas/downloads/pdf/fleet/Vision-Zero-Fleet-Safety-Forum-2019-
Program.pdf  

 

 

 

  

Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter  
 

NYC Fleet Newsletter 280, October 16, 2019: Working on Our Chemistry, NYC Fleet 

Report on Biofuels  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 279, October 7, 2019: Back To Basics: Buckle Up  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 278, September 30, 2019: NYC Fleet Spotlight: Parks Supervisor 

Jose Baez, 5-Boro  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 277, September 18, 2019: NYC Fleet in MMR: More Electric Than 

Ever  

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001r9y9qSWxT-gU1Xa78A_K5PXh3FCzqcb-HeTp39zBDRU6P_oM8kKWc624FWOPeroBN0UMahq83gGc7zLDOK4RpDyeJuSEA-myTovGTeu_SW7PJzVP81ZjSv7D0L7pOroocIM-RA42pBDIl7Qe9BwLHSsrZkXWEml5wfidOgbLqPcxVczpl-CNkcK7xSBNJnrkr056h2GkS7uCiLPBKqUeaXc7MiYgd8-jbt_vQh99o135pNJF6PABeDJMZCQXTK_F%26c%3DeE2-8q6L5BtBKCSZ8oseJcUZWT57jc4ieaMKn3vHGOZJvhtyi8uGpA%3D%3D%26ch%3Dj4s3qlKVzctFl1UDtbjKnGAR6pmd4fRDMKE4LyXkEwiX3k0MGQuENg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cfc3710c3181542c0638b08d758bf3dd5%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637075450705807255&sdata=uNrF%2Bev5yEj7u3%2F4p5TJ2RUnxvcxiPvsrvSUPdnU%2FYY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001r9y9qSWxT-gU1Xa78A_K5PXh3FCzqcb-HeTp39zBDRU6P_oM8kKWc624FWOPeroBN0UMahq83gGc7zLDOK4RpDyeJuSEA-myTovGTeu_SW7PJzVP81ZjSv7D0L7pOroocIM-RA42pBDIl7Qe9BwLHSsrZkXWEml5wfidOgbLqPcxVczpl-CNkcK7xSBNJnrkr056h2GkS7uCiLPBKqUeaXc7MiYgd8-jbt_vQh99o135pNJF6PABeDJMZCQXTK_F%26c%3DeE2-8q6L5BtBKCSZ8oseJcUZWT57jc4ieaMKn3vHGOZJvhtyi8uGpA%3D%3D%26ch%3Dj4s3qlKVzctFl1UDtbjKnGAR6pmd4fRDMKE4LyXkEwiX3k0MGQuENg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cfc3710c3181542c0638b08d758bf3dd5%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637075450705807255&sdata=uNrF%2Bev5yEj7u3%2F4p5TJ2RUnxvcxiPvsrvSUPdnU%2FYY%3D&reserved=0
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NYC Fleet Newsletter 276, September 9, 2019: DCAS Adds School Buses To Fleet 

Tracking  
 

Check out the complete archive.  
 

 

 

  

// CONNECT WITH DCAS TO FOLLOW NYC FLEET // 

    

Visit us on the web at nyc.gov/DCAS  
 

 

     

  

 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001r9y9qSWxT-gU1Xa78A_K5PXh3FCzqcb-HeTp39zBDRU6P_oM8kKWc0pdJv19wcw9_iMjZIoUI5mbUY4rbgq0yvOyQ4P0GkxpmLEfXQLrQ6-6PuaGzHWTu-ROEf8BmGhiTs4PxE2SZIA3rXSK3_aeLA79izi0NPTMkvxKOumrYdRx1FaYvBS7Mp23_3c7Ayi42y9xWtYfYl_T1RgnptUdKaa_6EV9_pXxjkgOrSiabbMV9-MNhbKHDZIf_yIP3G25SsQc0c1hgqHcTXNlrEZQqSm5qqUllFxusf7TSMX9d5SGU82oDiLZAQ%3D%3D%26c%3DeE2-8q6L5BtBKCSZ8oseJcUZWT57jc4ieaMKn3vHGOZJvhtyi8uGpA%3D%3D%26ch%3Dj4s3qlKVzctFl1UDtbjKnGAR6pmd4fRDMKE4LyXkEwiX3k0MGQuENg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cfc3710c3181542c0638b08d758bf3dd5%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637075450705837239&sdata=qochYRV2qlnnpxshTmHKNiglz2yhe3Uib9HLJg55Afk%3D&reserved=0
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