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In NY State, All Passengers Must Buckle Up! 
 

By: Keith T. Kerman and Nate Koszer 
 

The NYC Rules for Fleet Operators have 
long required drivers and all passengers to 
buckle up. Effective November 1, all 
passengers must also now buckle up 
throughout NY State. NY State was the first 
state to enact a seat belt law back in 1984 
and has now taken this next important step 
toward safety. Front seat, back seat, middle 
seat, age group, gender, politics, it makes 
no difference: buckle up! 
 
Previous state law left it to the discretion of 
those over 16 whether to buckle up in back 
seats. No longer and for good reason. Studies have shown that rear-seat passengers, of any 
age, are far more likely to die or be seriously injured in crashes if not wearing seatbelts. An 
unbelted rear-seat passenger also places the driver at greater risk in the event of a crash, 
even if the driver has a seatbelt on. The new law applies to personal cars as well as all taxis 
and rideshare services.  

 

 

 

 

 

Through our Fleet Office of Realtime Tracking (FORT), seatbelt use for fleet units is 
monitored. All operators are expected to buckle up and check that passengers have done so 
as well. If there is any problem with any seatbelt, report the issue to your garage or transport 
coordinator immediately.   
 
As we enter into the winter, the days are shorter and nighttime driving is more prevalent. 
According to NYC DOT, serious collisions involving pedestrians increase nearly 40% during 
the early-evening hours of late fall and winter. Earlier sunsets are believed to contribute to this 
problem. Additionally, lower visibility during the dark hours of the colder months leads to twice 
as many crashes involving turns. As part of Vision Zero, NYC recently announced the fifth 
Dusk and Darkness campaign to draw attention to the increased risks of nighttime driving.  

 



  

The COVID-19 crisis has also increased safety risks on the road. On one hand, there has 
been a documented increase in bicycle use. On the other, there has been backsliding in safe 
driving practices. It is critical for all fleet operators to recommit to safe driving at all times, 
especially at night. We want everyone safe from the pandemic and on the roads. 

 

What to do: 
 

• Buckle up! 
• Drive cautiously and take turns slowly, very slowly.  
• Obey the speed limit.   
• Do not tailgate, leave a safe distance from other cars.   
• Concentrate on the road at all times. No distractions. 
• Respect pedestrians and bicyclists.   
• Avoid driving when you can, especially in bad weather.  

 
We all have a lot to do to make Vision Zero a reality. Please make this a safe winter on the 
roads.   

 

 

 

  

Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter  
 

NYC Fleet Newsletter 327, November 19, 2020: Fleet Spotlight: Inspector Scott Olexa, 
NYPD Fleet  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001rMeopwlcUga4zyt1il-yeIzvZQw4UwnpqX0IQ6jAKCIlm0dBvRH31yW8uQyAa3V-oDdhY30Velzl7LTOr3uYiTdosRJlqLOwou5MmX6X0ANh4YfKr3C6LJ2Xu4ZMED2-QNa0LCAqkp0zDyDCRYoMrTxeVvDynhcRMqDMfwtrMY7FQcpaL3O-YhC9MBfObiP34DDpFN49LX9aUWrcMbDaOCI8FGlD7J7IOxXlI0wagvsAixPwzbTG9hvqQRxy3Isbsrnq9gBz4rJwQsTz9X0wQ3W5_U6NLlTejf0UPAuoAOvSFLuTuIaTuxTRRao0FQjO%26c%3DGex6uCJd-qY7cU_t0mOuxZny6sitP2w5E33_4cz0hWwbaJ5f9a2rcA%3D%3D%26ch%3DoSTbFY4cCmyyAIL_KuF-AQqbZjktlqcjvhqN843LV0A91w4h9L--Vw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cd4481583faf34905877a08d89865f993%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637426911032402993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=PuLKEAs4aFM7VMiuZaUNMEFXdu2rfyrczuTWkl8iZxY%3D&reserved=0


 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 326, November 12, 2020: Fleet Spotlight: Robert, ‘Bobby’, Gilliam, 
NYC Sheriff   
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 325, October 28, 2020: The WIN,WIN, WIN, WIN of Alternative 
Cleaner Fuels  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 324, October 19, 2020: NYC Fleet Spotlight: Taurean Sweeney, TLC   

 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 323, October 13, 2020: Back to Basics, Taking Care of Your Vehicle  
 

Check out the complete archive.  
 

 

 

  

// CONNECT WITH DCAS TO FOLLOW NYC FLEET // 

    

Visit us on the web at nyc.gov/DCAS  
 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001rMeopwlcUga4zyt1il-yeIzvZQw4UwnpqX0IQ6jAKCIlm0dBvRH31_pbEJUmzPkV3P12vJ80VsBxXiyjY0UG6F5ifXAy8YC1bnXsWl83wAIDyjs5yvoeXjcWzRAsevgoZbBDz36zO0iOCZ8zTBWkCp80_TznlbuJAkOiHIBMSU750BzsnwcV6o3Lg5dWok82kCYPa_7AD9lWGLIjb7r7oU3D_xYM430pljpk2WgPxgCknc1hBAkwZe7szf0bkjEJhUPHPS8LSI3vH0WL8WtvDnkHSbV_ZzQHAIb0XY-SPiQsAlddB-26YT0M9nUQEACt%26c%3DGex6uCJd-qY7cU_t0mOuxZny6sitP2w5E33_4cz0hWwbaJ5f9a2rcA%3D%3D%26ch%3DoSTbFY4cCmyyAIL_KuF-AQqbZjktlqcjvhqN843LV0A91w4h9L--Vw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cd4481583faf34905877a08d89865f993%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637426911032412952%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1REr5y6tqCTiD9MRjcrHFJFm8C5nWKkd%2F8VGp6%2BOs7k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001rMeopwlcUga4zyt1il-yeIzvZQw4UwnpqX0IQ6jAKCIlm0dBvRH31_9fX2ZEyIdLmCIhqpdIpfvZseK8zGY43SVycUjjp1eweFxFRC-lC0HOjunbrbKcsAm5W2KpDw9nxSkZvln3rfh56Y91_7v8yQ0gq9psvh5-q_oNZPOLHVHqRn66-79X_ssJoJHiU88z0tgGYtLW56rUdN65JUuj62_r_hosCs8YypS_-70yDaEQSTjZfrHFVHKfK5AhVytQGKH53piP3DFOyLCjSAZ5cQYpdV9t94V3SNelk3wAzPb6RKIS_Aki_YvUpK6BECKL%26c%3DGex6uCJd-qY7cU_t0mOuxZny6sitP2w5E33_4cz0hWwbaJ5f9a2rcA%3D%3D%26ch%3DoSTbFY4cCmyyAIL_KuF-AQqbZjktlqcjvhqN843LV0A91w4h9L--Vw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cd4481583faf34905877a08d89865f993%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637426911032412952%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=S0kv7GctsYWAzeyVktRgXdfpNAMq2EPieNyUc6AzI9U%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001rMeopwlcUga4zyt1il-yeIzvZQw4UwnpqX0IQ6jAKCIlm0dBvRH3112Hbllg28Kou6vfW0Argf8CETCJnrCOgykCcEwQMyKROrgcUMPcqruLFmm-mdDzCJ8D97dtJI_Ix1nLYivmwD1UkaoW4S9rcB8OlSJZ-ZMgOVLn70h9JtXJtqbJnLswsDFY6R5PZjer3gCvqUvjGIG77SidAbrha33WJR5EWT-VdzRiY536p0YYULtzhWEObDleyJZO7DkQTrL07HydbeQw7gKUN1AMkJikCBfRJ1Nkyt5FS2_AJ_w%3D%26c%3DGex6uCJd-qY7cU_t0mOuxZny6sitP2w5E33_4cz0hWwbaJ5f9a2rcA%3D%3D%26ch%3DoSTbFY4cCmyyAIL_KuF-AQqbZjktlqcjvhqN843LV0A91w4h9L--Vw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cd4481583faf34905877a08d89865f993%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637426911032422909%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=O7ohEpOAOT0pAaZMTXwuVJOC%2FKuCVbKeh0JD2It9FHg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001rMeopwlcUga4zyt1il-yeIzvZQw4UwnpqX0IQ6jAKCIlm0dBvRH31zYjTuxEybs5q3oj1FPr6-XnJ_gGBkUJ-LPA3-Nv-7xV3Fc6JKjrW9ypAFsxqG9Rml8DjKfogdiHdBwRXX2tkeUpe1XWsxTCa-re6eBBJUiblRaHNAkbtECeiYhuLVn3dSFsnB8738IvqVgT1fZLxAJsvDUYqNgVmWs3BWy6YthyY_veJu6y74_pszvNBRsraA-FIqtx0TRkl038sKYcyAdc2maH35vQlCMbsCjF_Hwv8xJgbPbJR2JjXMHNkrWNEQ%3D%3D%26c%3DGex6uCJd-qY7cU_t0mOuxZny6sitP2w5E33_4cz0hWwbaJ5f9a2rcA%3D%3D%26ch%3DoSTbFY4cCmyyAIL_KuF-AQqbZjktlqcjvhqN843LV0A91w4h9L--Vw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cd4481583faf34905877a08d89865f993%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637426911032422909%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=tQux1T5BcgQMgrMFVZ59xo7zj8LaElcnknTm50P4WT8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001rMeopwlcUga4zyt1il-yeIzvZQw4UwnpqX0IQ6jAKCIlm0dBvRH31xCW5jCWZP93ZCR_QOnheGWeWCCTIxtS5oJbRBny3nbuFrvyUmXo-1xjhXC0hZvj6PdrFQOiui9camIhmbQXzPlxP2pJOEqHyEEQ2l52rItcclGjTCO706a1wd388-ncBt7fUqisTWap%26c%3DGex6uCJd-qY7cU_t0mOuxZny6sitP2w5E33_4cz0hWwbaJ5f9a2rcA%3D%3D%26ch%3DoSTbFY4cCmyyAIL_KuF-AQqbZjktlqcjvhqN843LV0A91w4h9L--Vw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cd4481583faf34905877a08d89865f993%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637426911032432866%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7a82DjNul0toJQRv8tHlasLf926irHIk2n26AZiIRks%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001rMeopwlcUga4zyt1il-yeIzvZQw4UwnpqX0IQ6jAKCIlm0dBvRH317kfuqtw50UNe2WJ7-9n_xLoThLZBfPFRJW-yAUOoh6PS6PGIN6wPS0BkoWVuH5Jnejl-ThA6zyzFqZkgmrRjHPfGrkZ_fKGjof3xbIidwNp%26c%3DGex6uCJd-qY7cU_t0mOuxZny6sitP2w5E33_4cz0hWwbaJ5f9a2rcA%3D%3D%26ch%3DoSTbFY4cCmyyAIL_KuF-AQqbZjktlqcjvhqN843LV0A91w4h9L--Vw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cd4481583faf34905877a08d89865f993%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637426911032432866%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=a2zWeld4dmKGcSD9nOT87zG6ENZmtj3QpP%2BjE44orNw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001rMeopwlcUga4zyt1il-yeIzvZQw4UwnpqX0IQ6jAKCIlm0dBvRH317kfuqtw50UN8ijA7I1dK4N9jpgtfLD6BM8S5o2ZM7_jmOPKo5HWLlz85s9vPMAs0rUwWvAa2sHggtwQ5jNSwv1PeLPEJUpcCw%3D%3D%26c%3DGex6uCJd-qY7cU_t0mOuxZny6sitP2w5E33_4cz0hWwbaJ5f9a2rcA%3D%3D%26ch%3DoSTbFY4cCmyyAIL_KuF-AQqbZjktlqcjvhqN843LV0A91w4h9L--Vw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cd4481583faf34905877a08d89865f993%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637426911032442821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=u8W7y4U%2F2HT3XqLLGpCNlghucWeC4PSg8C6MgLNCDHY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001rMeopwlcUga4zyt1il-yeIzvZQw4UwnpqX0IQ6jAKCIlm0dBvRH3186q7HP_vPsmYc_XIDzRXoybR91186R8UzhlsQgTwIDvDVFP4vpFdww_O-vmthC-qZjUknzo8u8JCPJb1XPPemI7XUmvxiFvDUoYmn6zpkm1%26c%3DGex6uCJd-qY7cU_t0mOuxZny6sitP2w5E33_4cz0hWwbaJ5f9a2rcA%3D%3D%26ch%3DoSTbFY4cCmyyAIL_KuF-AQqbZjktlqcjvhqN843LV0A91w4h9L--Vw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cd4481583faf34905877a08d89865f993%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637426911032442821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=iHjDd1S%2F3dUAwNewoLrrWosoESS7w88ivl0kcKhNX4w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001rMeopwlcUga4zyt1il-yeIzvZQw4UwnpqX0IQ6jAKCIlm0dBvRH31xgJztODeJqIp62PwbETKylA3FxauG8L4kIzZn9qlzVpnIVObQ0bFgrPioufNzmwlUXd6WrrtamzSk71EHx_3to%3D%26c%3DGex6uCJd-qY7cU_t0mOuxZny6sitP2w5E33_4cz0hWwbaJ5f9a2rcA%3D%3D%26ch%3DoSTbFY4cCmyyAIL_KuF-AQqbZjktlqcjvhqN843LV0A91w4h9L--Vw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cd4481583faf34905877a08d89865f993%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637426911032442821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=z5P4L%2B8mn8AeJ4cSXxqkSE0SvCtA9Wm8Bq00u6nfYNQ%3D&reserved=0

