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A Long, Fast Trip to Jail. Thwarting Fleet Thefts. 
 

By: Keith T. Kerman  
 

In the last year, we have seen an increase in theft and vandalism tied to City fleet units and 
equipment. On and off-road equipment has been stolen, including in some brazen ways such 
as impersonation of towing companies.  
 
Theft themes have included catalytic converters, especially on Prius units, and theft of off-road 
John Deere gators and other off-road units. The New York Times reported recently on 
nationwide thefts of catalytic converters, showing this is part of a larger trend. In 2019, NYPD 
worked with DCAS and City agencies to stop a previous theft ring of converters. You can read 

about it in NYC Fleet Newsletter Issue 259. 
 

DCAS tracks all theft and vandalism in the CRASH module of NYC Fleet Focus. When 
learning of a theft, we will also immediately reach out to NYPD, DOI, and the National 
Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB).  
 
It is critical that all thefts and vandalisms be reported to NYPD and DCAS Fleet immediately 
when they happen. The faster thefts are reported, the better the chance of recovering the 
vehicle. Stolen public vehicles could also be used in the commission of crimes or violent acts. 
It is critical we prioritize recovery.  

 

Recently, NYPD, Parks, and DCAS 
were able to use fleet tracking with 
the support of the Virginia State 
Police to coordinate the arrest of a 
group that stole a Parks pick-up 
truck. The thieves took the pick-up 
and rushed at high speeds to 
Virginia. Our Fleet Office of Real-
Time Tracking (FORT) mapped 
their paths with automated and 
real-time system alerts screaming 
constantly. Thanks to good work at 
Parks and NYPD, the thieves 
rushed right into the hands of the 
police. For more information on 
this, check out the Daily News 
article.  

 

 

Screenshot of the route the thieves drove the pickup 
truck until they were apprehended. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001fNPSaj4vCs653Oc2frNIAtzR6FCufYURn85sxI9J4CbqbQraV8OtE5R_IHAfIjWBgIMFUbkxWFylP8TXsyz1mKOgpBBXu8NL97ALBy_wQRSCB2wI9FjursrwOCCoDaFNENQuzL4jOo-9goGnsoTe7WiWSPVUUrqO1O_6G2aCcat4gjduKo6TYOVLx1FsWbbUQMIPv1B2ANrcRr3w8Bn2gxvQRBKRQt3_cF2dbjMMQaYOacs5XowrOkgHyqDEjgE7AcB9WCwplOzvjjzwHDgNGTZYKm81xTDaDSxUcimN_oow4XrCj5qTCA%3D%3D%26c%3Dt6xPXUm71lGeaj-O0yuEDIBBHVHjb02KCoov2rNaqtZAToKwEngLiA%3D%3D%26ch%3DHaQ6Pz1KW_NyABJvLvUnto5lTLlCN6nr7o-jCpCWllJmBV3E3c3KSQ%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cd48d0a556e7f4db44b0f08d8d9a4ada0%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637498648612177937%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=B9zTFhDtWdWLV7xFo2Vo%2Baf3W%2FUKHPBaZT3%2BK3ZQqO8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001fNPSaj4vCs653Oc2frNIAtzR6FCufYURn85sxI9J4CbqbQraV8OtEwuTD7OtBRP-olnPtVM4XTVjJ5P6bjhoTqpG7mH35C1t96-P27fwxe-qn6Y9ijYpJZPFQ-l1zuX35k-Z-vTDzw0yP9RTkP_qORmSEVqlPUb2PZ_Ak_hmNWcWjkVIrbYUjiwWY0P8bonM9SBwCpPW50mq9EiLe9YeVZ2CCLMaUTf4CsN6pC4PUdncYNXuNstqZqBwctGdmuESkWYPdEtN-OV9hMTftcnYwj65IGkJO-Kq%26c%3Dt6xPXUm71lGeaj-O0yuEDIBBHVHjb02KCoov2rNaqtZAToKwEngLiA%3D%3D%26ch%3DHaQ6Pz1KW_NyABJvLvUnto5lTLlCN6nr7o-jCpCWllJmBV3E3c3KSQ%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cd48d0a556e7f4db44b0f08d8d9a4ada0%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637498648612177937%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2F83cHJE4KkyAVs0Ocrj1CTwr9TNIvloCBLQQprRkvv0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001fNPSaj4vCs653Oc2frNIAtzR6FCufYURn85sxI9J4CbqbQraV8OtEwuTD7OtBRP-olnPtVM4XTVjJ5P6bjhoTqpG7mH35C1t96-P27fwxe-qn6Y9ijYpJZPFQ-l1zuX35k-Z-vTDzw0yP9RTkP_qORmSEVqlPUb2PZ_Ak_hmNWcWjkVIrbYUjiwWY0P8bonM9SBwCpPW50mq9EiLe9YeVZ2CCLMaUTf4CsN6pC4PUdncYNXuNstqZqBwctGdmuESkWYPdEtN-OV9hMTftcnYwj65IGkJO-Kq%26c%3Dt6xPXUm71lGeaj-O0yuEDIBBHVHjb02KCoov2rNaqtZAToKwEngLiA%3D%3D%26ch%3DHaQ6Pz1KW_NyABJvLvUnto5lTLlCN6nr7o-jCpCWllJmBV3E3c3KSQ%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cd48d0a556e7f4db44b0f08d8d9a4ada0%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637498648612177937%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2F83cHJE4KkyAVs0Ocrj1CTwr9TNIvloCBLQQprRkvv0%3D&reserved=0


In partnership with the NYPD Law Enforcement Unit at NYPD Fleet Services, we remind City 
staff of the following guidelines to safeguard our equipment:   
 

• Secure vehicles including locking doors, closing windows, and never leaving keys in 
vehicles that are unattended. 

 
• Make sure that tracking units are operational for all on-road fleet units. Please reach out 

to DCAS Fleet to address any units not reporting. 

 
• No equipment should be scheduled for pick up by vendors or dealers during off-hours 

or weekends. This should be clearly understood by all agency security employees who 
also should be placed on the alert for potential equipment thieves. 

 
• No person or representative of a vendor or dealer, driver or tow operator, should be 

permitted to enter City agency property or take control of any asset unless the agency 
has foreknowledge of the removal. Tow staff must produce valid government-issued 
photo ID. Agencies should take pictures or copies of this ID and the license of the 
towing units. If there are any questions about an equipment removal, contact DCAS 
immediately before the tow unit is removed.  

 
• Should any unauthorized person(s) attempt to enter a City facility to remove equipment 

and refuse or lack appropriate photo identification, 911 should be called immediately to 
report a suspicious person. A full description of the person(s) and any vehicles involved 
including make, model, color, and license plate should be given to the 911 operator.  

 
• Agencies should take steps to secure off-road equipment such as gators, generators, 

Bobcat loaders, and light towers especially overnight. Easily movable equipment should 
be stored in a manner to deter theft. Avoid parking or storing equipment in locations that 
have been subject to previous thefts. Secure vehicles using fencing, block with other 
vehicles, install security cameras on parking areas when possible, or take other steps to 
deter or interrupt theft. 

   
Working together we can prevent and address these thefts. Thank you for your attention and 
support to this important concern.  
 
 
Interference with the GPS tracking devices can lead to administrative and criminal 
penalties.  

 

 

 

  

Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter 

 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 335, February 12, 2021: Vision Zero Webinar, Partnering for Fleet 
Safety  

 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 334, February 5, 2021: Promoting NYC Fleet Careers  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 333, January 26, 2021: DCAS Rolls Out Fast EV Charging for Fleet 
and Public  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001fNPSaj4vCs653Oc2frNIAtzR6FCufYURn85sxI9J4CbqbQraV8OtEwuTD7OtBRP-41FedkArNonf9e4GAq65o0KsfGfDvFZaYaU_6_ejSfy_nXrxYQInkTXfA9V5DUN__tRPmVZfDTkUAoN9plrRAzzp1zL6QUu7HjalLEvrN-SPw-htjSXBgyYdVslmB16-J856P0s_mTLrah4WwbBv1_tOsRdzHKDXGx3yS6rqApSA81m_cKU0p0xjJLnMbB7rYQcXvT-oqgBuMBiBVlY_aAMMToksVvb6OYjVdxiMMweqMxba0qiyElGu8eTiPgK6%26c%3Dt6xPXUm71lGeaj-O0yuEDIBBHVHjb02KCoov2rNaqtZAToKwEngLiA%3D%3D%26ch%3DHaQ6Pz1KW_NyABJvLvUnto5lTLlCN6nr7o-jCpCWllJmBV3E3c3KSQ%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cd48d0a556e7f4db44b0f08d8d9a4ada0%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637498648612187878%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HJ0PRaUyqFi5AWuLx8%2BSRpJ5w48%2F2%2Bmy5xLkf0SHZUA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001fNPSaj4vCs653Oc2frNIAtzR6FCufYURn85sxI9J4CbqbQraV8OtE6L0N17dFpIENsZI2iBGWzgKzwNoK7gNJj-b6LYPxVVxxSUAZfV0x9m5ZEDLsfnQ3abm8jbh_358iBGip7SrmWunfdqXVeXI5r66LLkZNXsVXQAOiRcRFhtRQbtRuZ-bhkHF0u5OTx2oFKk5BKbTu3vZU1noaGUe8yLIim6zsQ_JyuPA5rZWli50t56FT76hMlv8vVJACZsbHtOn7elDVTBsdfOy_tGkOnizy9AORn2Wa3bjf7Nh_l0%3D%26c%3Dt6xPXUm71lGeaj-O0yuEDIBBHVHjb02KCoov2rNaqtZAToKwEngLiA%3D%3D%26ch%3DHaQ6Pz1KW_NyABJvLvUnto5lTLlCN6nr7o-jCpCWllJmBV3E3c3KSQ%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cd48d0a556e7f4db44b0f08d8d9a4ada0%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637498648612197846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ALoqaPbrZJErAU4WoFGH8udlXKjT3mRofsGsyz3tEDo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001fNPSaj4vCs653Oc2frNIAtzR6FCufYURn85sxI9J4CbqbQraV8OtEyoaqDPf4K_HP49cU4oy50VNvl4dWNvGugD71BuejoCoVneemPueLLwh4eTIiDpgi-kvlxEyLYe7YvALnTn3Vdu0zmhno2wWxHQcrNf5MVtChEaWj4DXQEBdSoYFz7VswPpLYueSzk93nqrZQx7Yhc8TSuz4RKZ1Vo7pEUkSHapk-VKIqrQOmoKYoFHbbJ_aB9zPArYNm8DVpsCo8hdBujRTdWaWOT0Q14CbuqpY28CztINZIa-FQLaW6EUtbFrfBJ_FzOFBAKeKitht4gN0kwU%3D%26c%3Dt6xPXUm71lGeaj-O0yuEDIBBHVHjb02KCoov2rNaqtZAToKwEngLiA%3D%3D%26ch%3DHaQ6Pz1KW_NyABJvLvUnto5lTLlCN6nr7o-jCpCWllJmBV3E3c3KSQ%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cd48d0a556e7f4db44b0f08d8d9a4ada0%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637498648612197846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=y3ChlXPT7UlKGRcKb%2Fks6zMhcVkRIT%2BbM0rJuMyuyLY%3D&reserved=0


 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 332, January 13, 2021: Winter Fleet Operations  

 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 331, December 30, 2020: NYC Fleet Year in Review, 2020  
 
 

Check out the complete archive.  
 

 

 

  

// CONNECT WITH DCAS TO FOLLOW NYC FLEET // 

    

Visit us on the web at nyc.gov/DCAS  
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