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NYC Fleet Spotlight: DOT Mechanic Joe Cappellino  
 

By: Keith T. Kerman and Nate Koszer  
 

In this week’s newsletter, we feature Joe Cappellino from DOT. Joe has been working in the 
Auto Mechanic title for DOT since 2005, having previously worked in several private sector 
repair shops and even in a shop of his own for a time. Joe started his DOT career in a repair 
shop in the Bronx. After two years, he joined the Technical Services unit at DOT Fleet where 
he has worked since.  
 
The Technical Services unit at DOT tackles the many areas where fleet repair and IT 
technology converge. As we know, the fleet industry is transforming due to electrification and 
also information technology and computerization. Joe performs installs and repairs tied to new 
technologies. For example, DOT Fleet also has over 50 diagnostic scanners, laptops, and 
tablets used to diagnose mechanical issues for its complex fleet of vehicles. Fixing errors on 
these scanners is critical to DOT Fleet servicing and requires a unique knowledge base 
combining information technology and vehicle repair. Joe has the combined skills for these 
types of challenges.  

 

Joe and Technical Services are also responsible 
for configuring, setting up, and maintaining the 
DOT solar-powered message boards that drivers 
see along the City’s streets and highways. These 
message boards offer critical messages on 
safety, roadway changes, and emergencies.  
 
Joe’s team has also been involved in a number of 
initiatives involving the installation of new 
technologies. This includes the Zone Watch 
Project where cameras were installed on rack 
trucks to monitor highway work zones and detect 
speeding by civilian drivers. Technical Services 
has also developed and implemented twelve 
trailers that have this same capability. The trailers 
can be left at the worksites to assist with highway 
monitoring while DOT trucks are used for other 
tasks.  
 
Joe is also working to install cameras for DOT’s 
Flowboy trucks. These trucks can move large 

 

 

 

 



amounts of asphalt while letting crews maintain a safe distance. The cameras will assist in 
both safety and monitoring of the asphalt operation.  
 
Joe also assists with administrative functions relating to his technical work, including use of 
the NYC Fleet Focus system and helping improve EZ pass monitoring.   
 
According to Eric Dorcean, Associate Deputy Commissioner for Fleet Services, Joe is DOT 
Fleet’s “Go-to guy.” Eric went on to say that Joe “is always ready to help other divisions with 
various issues, sometimes not even fleet or IT related.” 
  
When Joe is not on duty, he is spending time with his two sons, aged 17 and 25, and his wife 
of 30 years. He also enjoys working on his motorcycle, a Harley Davidson Ultra Limited.  
 
Fleet technology is changing in many ways. As a mechanic, Joe is helping DOT Fleet stay on 

the cutting edge.    
 

 

 

  

DCAS's Inside Citywide Podcast 
 
DCAS's new Inside Citywide podcast provides a behind-the-
scenes look at New York City government. Episode 2 is out now 
and takes a look at the future of the City of New York’s vehicle 
fleet as it transitions to all-electric by 2040.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

COVID-19 Safety Reminder 
 
For all fleet drivers, please be reminded to wear a mask when operating a fleet vehicle with 
others in the vehicle. Attached again are the Department of Health’s COVID-19 Safety 
Guidelines relating to vehicle operation.  

 

 

 

  

Check out past editions of the Fleet Newsletter 

 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 348, June 18, 2021: NYC Fleet Spotlight: FDNY Mechanic Chris 
Boodhan  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 347, June 7, 2021: Fleets of the Future- Chicago Fleet  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 346, May 28, 2021: US DOT and NYC Connected Vehicle Pilot Goes 
Live  
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001UnurW2CXQSj1OO7slJNioOrnOBJ7jdZQtSrxZt-YtuktAHe8EVP_ReY-A1V5I0tcVeUp46PwEhqyR8cdwmwtc7ymOTnjowUo1pqC6t22qOlejikT5edCeh5_dudm29jFpmut01mZ8FKrYBHTxw3kVN_F3GUrYcyaZl8-HcJDUC8j-GMiDUpMxFtfqB2ewSiBBiWz87-OdqmsD700vNzl2bNKW6opGwlxZWfxIVY5FDqCPz_GrKsmSDlwaX83IKBOxLEIfalgN4ALnI9q04htoenZia1a6Ap6xlSCs6JR9VQOtqQpXkynqak8M4N88O2WwTpdM6hzg1q6QoUGoJBrElTn2EpYtzQG2NxxGHVmVLogU8G1NDnCJGrFZieV6j1sJAFJ8EY7Ud9QNy26xobV48PghzZoDkTx4_6syVvobHKCg1Aaspo6lK-Vo9GzcdxLc53U0eg0x6xMmAR3AkjgU2TR26zu-OLW3DEU8z8AD8DkvwShsj9X1ohmIZNcVLkgsoPNZdknHMlFZH8fxcbc1WlYdtWhrCIRGQSnOL07RX8xUFVp-7NOv0zg48nr-zfWdqlrIpj-w5DZ1lwQFt10A8wl85rWwrQ_4uONWd6cmx8czw3rAARUb3UuEasj2QmdkeBlzZa1BZbBCLHuJ6HvfBqXwTJNAgR3iPk6QFF1sirPY07iwL4ifbvkEjSNsRQ-W5olgh9AE-rtaXQNcgMQdmyXiGIVoGiTFlNchmcoVNuc3z2NvQEaRLB43L7bRScp%26c%3DMze2D34Cd_ojUV23CCbil9j-JGLqYPYfDMq0xiBpTNHgmiiXhU2rcg%3D%3D%26ch%3DTSPmPiF597eXWCts7ssq43P9v4-JfokLRlU-eT6s5eIKRglsgEHOTA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cadfb94f4042d420956b308d937e1fc16%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637602266214009121%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0&sdata=iFWP6ltpnNkpAGq1I7k3Lp2YFg5yOVjdOGRyIk9EkYw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001UnurW2CXQSj1OO7slJNioOrnOBJ7jdZQtSrxZt-YtuktAHe8EVP_RU5fT21alTlpeFOTz2nsNgDDJTREf-5lgnQtkvSTp9YWJMOM1Bov-VO0btoEI-bMdMmiRXc7GU-csAgD2gcnpKWeo2M6rz6QLK8K8K17bLtjvGjF5Ci7ScTl2FWWM9GojkJgrFfqPlecb7CCAvaPeFyD51B8m-s1V4MztNTqozm8DeR_o26WKRI7IEaJIOKuUvBraJ1GYIAjL_lI8bDHASw%3D%26c%3DMze2D34Cd_ojUV23CCbil9j-JGLqYPYfDMq0xiBpTNHgmiiXhU2rcg%3D%3D%26ch%3DTSPmPiF597eXWCts7ssq43P9v4-JfokLRlU-eT6s5eIKRglsgEHOTA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cadfb94f4042d420956b308d937e1fc16%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637602266214009121%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0&sdata=Uf1t%2FRaMSL%2FBM8Q%2B%2B9IQTxt77P4SQmOXBlYTmSuoTus%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001UnurW2CXQSj1OO7slJNioOrnOBJ7jdZQtSrxZt-YtuktAHe8EVP_RU5fT21alTlpeFOTz2nsNgDDJTREf-5lgnQtkvSTp9YWJMOM1Bov-VO0btoEI-bMdMmiRXc7GU-csAgD2gcnpKWeo2M6rz6QLK8K8K17bLtjvGjF5Ci7ScTl2FWWM9GojkJgrFfqPlecb7CCAvaPeFyD51B8m-s1V4MztNTqozm8DeR_o26WKRI7IEaJIOKuUvBraJ1GYIAjL_lI8bDHASw%3D%26c%3DMze2D34Cd_ojUV23CCbil9j-JGLqYPYfDMq0xiBpTNHgmiiXhU2rcg%3D%3D%26ch%3DTSPmPiF597eXWCts7ssq43P9v4-JfokLRlU-eT6s5eIKRglsgEHOTA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cadfb94f4042d420956b308d937e1fc16%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637602266214009121%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0&sdata=Uf1t%2FRaMSL%2FBM8Q%2B%2B9IQTxt77P4SQmOXBlYTmSuoTus%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001UnurW2CXQSj1OO7slJNioOrnOBJ7jdZQtSrxZt-YtuktAHe8EVP_RUCTIxJx6Csa9FGvBi9hBcLws2lfhYUx6jTk-LgDlDOaXJ3_Y_vu0UeDJ6FvK6-4ovoTZHv_stxLrlZwkBrcIFNvBGghVnHxi976mGdkEKhGqjvyx-1fYrku0Y6PlYNimINTgm7k-mDZX4NfLJPqo38P3kHg0mdZsPFPHlwffmGPCMkeUqAzD-dUOt7Bgjpdul1QcrmT4l3JhXxZV6PumTzEDsxR7PuNEguBJTpaefYE2mIv7kqNA4s3DkdFT0CNCFCB_A7r0gBXD4rG1lelfdGP4RfZmop6n75A96kgqZX-ijPbJEpl3xg%3D%26c%3DMze2D34Cd_ojUV23CCbil9j-JGLqYPYfDMq0xiBpTNHgmiiXhU2rcg%3D%3D%26ch%3DTSPmPiF597eXWCts7ssq43P9v4-JfokLRlU-eT6s5eIKRglsgEHOTA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cadfb94f4042d420956b308d937e1fc16%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637602266214019088%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0&sdata=BcgpZdDGxRGNMNHSlLwqVkgogPJ%2BcDRS8UfmSv2fI7Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001UnurW2CXQSj1OO7slJNioOrnOBJ7jdZQtSrxZt-YtuktAHe8EVP_RRxDusywqFUtItjWHH0Kf_9LVsGvNuMDgZIOqjIgfL6qG0_5FaRbwxwVkW630Uv8cT7MyerrPO9tjqdqP6uc0SGV-OfY0RVltshoXgXcjylIbitokuGHRHzGe78VC_xKBzKSSgO4EAZgr38uxg_IixaC-oHoZ4zJ0yIHY-PILNUBJ4IpDjvWdopcB_vTxMIvGihG7Udq8xJHtMPRFj8FqDqtyymCioTMP7MLrTlbLuPes2LMiByOnS8%3D%26c%3DMze2D34Cd_ojUV23CCbil9j-JGLqYPYfDMq0xiBpTNHgmiiXhU2rcg%3D%3D%26ch%3DTSPmPiF597eXWCts7ssq43P9v4-JfokLRlU-eT6s5eIKRglsgEHOTA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cadfb94f4042d420956b308d937e1fc16%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637602266214019088%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0&sdata=HO7CD%2BUvNv8vMnjGe11aR57FYiklpvRqML3DPfYosOA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001UnurW2CXQSj1OO7slJNioOrnOBJ7jdZQtSrxZt-YtuktAHe8EVP_ReY-A1V5I0tc2sHeO-VwVNT9jJ1aKrT5pdz-vdDkWSzJOXywCqqNQQoKBen-LyvWzB479DWuiquCKo80xzyxOmvTD1zr4yIm4eILW60aEBqTE5ayWPPK_1PEK0pxvjt4Ah7zbYzX2I1POEshWijmKQhYV630EFA51It8JyOg930kYoRO4cYF2eKCo6XyW0StsQKXHL8__7MCjukc-JOVl2IeZOxoE4mA--_tVMu_1A7VdmYnA6CMN1O5okRXMgzWIyrw87rwpQWTOiNsFJHG7LU7CgSu--JNjM8d_VSE7w_vEfVCOQECLbk%3D%26c%3DMze2D34Cd_ojUV23CCbil9j-JGLqYPYfDMq0xiBpTNHgmiiXhU2rcg%3D%3D%26ch%3DTSPmPiF597eXWCts7ssq43P9v4-JfokLRlU-eT6s5eIKRglsgEHOTA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cadfb94f4042d420956b308d937e1fc16%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637602266214029042%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0&sdata=BPSBSY2BtripQ3eU0bzHEKep2UkEtti7Y%2Fsy1ni%2FfBc%3D&reserved=0


NYC Fleet Newsletter 345, May 21, 2021: TSR and DCAS Host Global Vision Zero 
Conference: Announce New Safety Award and Surround Camera Initiative for City Fleet 
Trucks  
 
NYC Fleet Newsletter 344, May 10,2021: DSNY Introduces All-Electric Sweeper  
 
 

Check out the complete archive.  
 

 

 

  

// Connect with DCAS to Learn More about the City of New York's Fleet // 

    

Visit us on the web at nyc.gov/DCAS  
 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001UnurW2CXQSj1OO7slJNioOrnOBJ7jdZQtSrxZt-YtuktAHe8EVP_RRwgMu1xvfprW6i7Lak8m4pGKrGPR7RgbayzZpus4YPXpR1kLK7pJH08NpCeTrPZQCuLLPkzHfnGjxcPDP2_9-t0TE3gY2YS-WVe_E9PFrF9lWsbzHQCYEwp9p-H_xK95L_bwvsTZ7I_qnnkvES-zqO5W8IlZ871GSNfs73S4orAHOZQ32TtoO_CD2OJ1RCKSWCksKC5nzZjeSWneZDip1VhHo7TP9zwfwTcBjhPs7xEkTawKxbVCZihDyhnLJvWrcNjthrhWjDHZkEfU4LAjWclYrO4I682HtTOdDYISB7xS82_vpGr_jWAsQa60c5TSXkfwBgbe_VlUp95KUO7oIk%3D%26c%3DMze2D34Cd_ojUV23CCbil9j-JGLqYPYfDMq0xiBpTNHgmiiXhU2rcg%3D%3D%26ch%3DTSPmPiF597eXWCts7ssq43P9v4-JfokLRlU-eT6s5eIKRglsgEHOTA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdkrantz%40dcas.nyc.gov%7Cadfb94f4042d420956b308d937e1fc16%7C32f56fc75f814e22a95b15da66513bef%7C0%7C0%7C637602266214038998%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0&sdata=ppeFbTckSZsLXqwvNYcBp7ktewIxRyDtpVZpQxV%2BZkk%3D&reserved=0
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