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PEDICAB DRIVER PLEADS GUILTY TO BRIBING A CITY INSPECTOR 
TO OBTAIN PEDICAB REGISTRATION PLATES 

Jocelyn E. Strauber, Commissioner of the New York City Department of Investigation (“DOI”), 
issued the following statement on the guilty plea of a licensed pedicab driver for offering money to an 
employee of the New York City Department of Consumer and Worker Protection (“DCWP”) in exchange for 
obtaining authentic pedicab registration plates outside of the registration plate lottery. The office of 
Manhattan District Attorney Alvin L. Bragg, Jr., prosecuted the case. 

 
SHOKHRU ALIMOV, 41, of Brooklyn, pleaded guilty today to Bribery in the Second Degree, a class 

C felony, in State Supreme Court in Manhattan as part of a plea agreement that recommends a five-year 
probationary sentence. ALIMOV forfeited the $7,500 provided to the undercover DOI investigator and 
immediately surrendered his two DCWP-issued licenses, a Pedicab Driver License and a Pedicab Business 
License.  He is scheduled to be sentenced on September 5, 2024. 

 
DOI Commissioner Jocelyn E. Strauber said, “This defendant tried to shortcut the City’s licensing 

process by offering a bribe to a City inspector, but a City employee reported the defendant’s criminal 
conduct to DOI, as City employees are legally required to do.  That report, and the investigation that 
followed, resulted in the defendant’s guilty plea today. I thank the Department of Consumer and Worker 
Protection and the Manhattan District Attorney’s Office for their partnership in this investigation and 
commitment to maintaining a robust and equitable licensing scheme.” 

 
Manhattan District Attorney Alvin L. Bragg, Jr., said, “Shokhru Alimov offered and agreed to pay a 

City inspector $7,500 for 15 pedicab registration plates, outside of the official process. His actions 
undermined the licensing process that exists to keep New Yorkers and tourists safe. I thank our law 
enforcement partners for their ongoing collaboration and assistance.” 

 
DCWP Commissioner Vilda Vera Mayuga said, “Our business inspections are vital to protecting 

consumers and our City’s tourism industry. We thank the Department of Investigation and the District 
Attorney’s office for working with us to uphold the integrity of our business licensing and inspections.” 

 
ALIMOV was indicted last year after offering to pay a DCWP inspector a total of $60,000 for 34 

pedicab registration plates. After making that offer, in separate conversations, ALIMOV offered to give 
$7,500 to the DCWP inspector for 15 DCWP pedicab registration plates immediately, an additional $7,500 
to renew the plates in November 2023, along with more money for more pedicab registration plates in the 
future. ALIMOV was charged with Bribery in the Second Degree. 

 
According to the indictment and court documents, on May 10, 2023, at the Central Park North 

Meadow Recreation Center, ALIMOV approached a senior inspector of DCWP conducting pedicab 



2 
 

inspections and offered to pay $60,000 in exchange for his assistance in obtaining 34 pedicab registration 
plates. The DCWP inspector then immediately reported the offer to DOI. 

 
The registration plate sticker is required to operate a pedicab-for-hire and DCWP issues 840 

pedicab registration plates a year to enforce the New York City limit of 850 pedicabs. DCWP also limits 
each individual or company to 30 registered pedicabs. 

 
Registration plates can either be obtained through DCWP’s annual pedicab registration plate lottery 

or by purchasing a plate from another pedicab licensee with the approval of DCWP. ALIMOV won one 
pedicab registration plate in the 2023 lottery. 

 
On June 6, 2023, ALIMOV met with the DCWP inspector and a DOI confidential investigator posing 

as a DCWP licensing official outside of DCWP headquarters in the Financial District. ALIMOV was arrested 
immediately after giving the DOI confidential investigator $7,500 in exchange for 15 pedicab registration 
plates. 

 
Commissioner Strauber thanked DCWP Commissioner Vilda Vera Mayuga and her staff for their 

cooperation on this investigation; and Manhattan District Attorney Alvin L. Bragg and Assistant District 
Attorney Jaime Hickey-Mendoza, who is handling the prosecution under the supervision of Assistant District 
Attorney and Deputy Bureau Chief of the Rackets Bureau Michael Ohm, Assistant District Attorney and 
Principal Deputy Bureau Chief of the Rackets Bureau Judy Salwen, and Assistant District Attorney and 
Chief of the Rackets Bureau /Acting Chief of the Investigation Division Jodie Kane.  

 
The investigation was conducted by Senior Special Investigator Steven Montague in DOI’s Office 

of the Inspector General for DCWP, under the supervision of First Deputy Inspector General Mary Kozlow, 
Inspector General Thomas Kapp, Deputy Commissioner of Strategic Initiatives Christopher Ryan, and 
Deputy Commissioner/Chief of Investigations Dominick Zarrella. 

 
DOI is one of the oldest law-enforcement agencies in the country and New York City’s corruption watchdog. Investigations 

may involve any agency, officer, elected official or employee of the City, as well as those who do business with or receive benefits 
from the City. DOI’s strategy attacks corruption comprehensively through systemic investigations that lead to high-impact arrests, 

preventive internal controls and operational reforms that improve the way the City runs. 
 
 

DOI’s press releases can also be found at twitter.com/NYC_DOI 
Know something rotten in City government? Help DOI Get the Worms Out of the Big Apple. 

Call: 212-3-NYC-DOI or email: Corruption@DOI.nyc.gov 

mailto:Corruption@DOI.nyc.gov

