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Corner of 75th Street & Madison Ave.- 1978 Madison Ave. - circa 1970s
Photograph by: Ezra Stoller Photograph by: Whitney Museum of American Art - Marcel Breuer Digital Archive
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Corner of 75th Street & Madison Ave. - 2024 Approach on Madison Ave. - 2024

945 Madison Avenue

Photograph by: PBDW Architects Photograph by: PBDW Architects
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0. Introduction
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945 Madison Avenue

Site Plan

Aerial view of site
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1967 Sanborn Map

945 MADISON AVE
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Neighborhood Context

75th Street Context

Madison Avenue Context
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Exterior Elevations

Proposed South Elevation Proposed East Elevation
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1. Elevator Bulkhead at Roof



Building Proposal
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East-West Section of proposalEast-West Section of Existing Building
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Compared to a typical museum where exhibitions are changed every 3-4 months, 
an auction house has a much faster exhibition turnover of weekly or daily rate, 

requiring a new freight elevator that reaches all gallery levels. 

In the existing building, there are two elevators for the visitors, reaching all gallery levels. 
The existing freight elevator goes from the ground floor to the two cellar floors. 
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Roof Plans
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Existing Enlarged Roof Plan

Proposed Enlarged Roof Plan Proposed Level 6 Plan

Proposed Roof Key Plan
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
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Roof Axon Diagrams

Existing Roof Axonometric Diagram Proposed Roof Axonometric Diagram



14Sotheby’s 945 Madison Ave: Landmarks Preservation Commission

Rendering of Existing L6 Mechanical Roof

+124’-1”

+111’-7”

+97’-6”

+105’-7”



Rendering of Proposed L6 Mechanical Roof

10’-3”

19’-0” 18’-10”

+115’-10” +124’-1”

+111’-7”

+97’-6”
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Existing Conditions: L6 Roof

3: Stair bulkhead (facing east)4: Stair bulkhead + bridged connection to mechanical penthouse (facing south)

1: Mechanical bulkhead elevation (facing west) 2: Stair bulkhead (facing north)

Key Plan

Photograph by: Herzog & DeMeuron

Photograph by: Herzog & DeMeuron

Photograph by: Herzog & DeMeuron

Photograph by: Herzog & DeMeuron

1

2

3

4

N

16Sotheby’s 945 Madison Ave: Landmarks Preservation Commission



View from Madison Ave and 76th St. (facing south)

View from Madison Ave and 74th St. (facing north) View from Madison Ave and 73rd St. (facing north)

View from Madison Ave between 75th St. and 76th St. (facing south) View from Madison Ave between 75th St. and 76th St.

View from Madison Ave and 75th St. (facing southeast)

Photograph by: PBDW Architects

Photograph by: PBDW Architects Photograph by: PBDW Architects

Photograph by: PBDW Architects Photograph by: LPC

Photograph by: PBDW Architects
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Elevator Bulkhead Visibility - Madison Avenue



View from 75th St. between Madison Ave. and 5th Ave. (facing SE)

View from 75th St. between Madison Ave and Park Ave (facing SW) View from 75th St. between Madison Ave and Park Ave (facing SW) View from 75th St. and Park Ave corner (facing SW)

View from 75th St. and Madison Ave (facing SE) View from 75th St. between Madison Ave and Park Ave (facing south)
Photograph by: PBDW Architects

Photograph by: PBDW Architects Photograph by: PBDW Architects Photograph by: PBDW Architects

Photograph by: PBDW Architects Photograph by: PBDW Architects
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Elevator Bulkhead Visibility - 75th St.
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



 

  





 


Key Plan Sightline at north side of 75th street looking southwest
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Elevator Bulkhead Maximum Visibility



18'-6"

19'-0"

8'-3"

7'-0"

LEVEL 6 - 9
6'-11"

30'-9"

Maximum Visibility of Elevator Bulkhead from 75th 
Street

Enlarged Maximum Visibility of Elevator Bulkhead from 75th Street

20Sotheby’s 945 Madison Ave: Landmarks Preservation Commission

Elevator Bulkhead Maximum Visibility



East party wall view from Park Ave (facing west)

East party wall from 75th - enlarged (facing west) East party wall from 75th St (facing west)

East party wall and bulkhead from 75th St. (facing west)
Photograph by: PBDW Architects

Photograph by: PBDW Architects Photograph by: PBDW Architects

Photograph by: PBDW Architects
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Existing East Party Wall and Bulkhead



South party wall termination (facing north)

South party wall enlarged (facing north) South party wall from Madison Ave (facing northeast)

South party wall (facing north)
Photograph by: PBDW Architects

Photograph by: PBDW Architects Photograph by: PBDW Architects

Photograph by: PBDW Architects
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Existing South Party Wall



Existing East Party Wall - Elevator Bulkhead

Archival Sketch Elevation of Existing East Party Wall Photograph of Existing Party Wall Boardform Concrete

Archival Boardform Concrete Details

Photograph by: Herzog & DeMeuron
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Proposed Party Wall with New Elevator Bulkhead

Addition of elevator bulkhead with board-formed concrete to match existing as much as possible.

Introduce horiztonal control joint aligned with top of existing stair bulkhead wall

Rendering of existing stair bulkhead

Formwork orientation to be vertical - same as all typical rooftop walls
Existing board-formed concrete at the party wall to remain

Rendering of proposed elevator bulkhead

24Sotheby’s 945 Madison Ave: Landmarks Preservation Commission



Elevation of East Party Wall With Proposed Elevator Bulkhead
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Boardform relief detail

Existing and new bulkhead connection structural detail
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01/23/2025WALL DOWEL DETAIL - NEW BULKHEAD WALL TO EXISTING CONCRETE WALL

945 MADISON - FREIGHTE
ELEVATOR SSK

1 1/2" = 1'-0"
-3012.0100624

EXISTING 10" CONCRETE 
WALL

#4 BAR. DRILL AND EMBED INTO T.O. 
EXISTING WALL. SCAN EXISTING WALL 
TO LOCATE NEW REINFORCEMENT TO 
AVOID CONFLICT WITH EXISTING 
REINFORCEMENT. LOCATE NEW 
DOWELS CENTERED INBETWEEN 
EXISTING WALL REINFORCEMENT.

NEGATIVE REVEAL IN CAST-
IN-PLACE WALL. SEE 
ARCHITECTURAL.

EXISTING CONCRETE 
CURB TO BE REMOVED 
(V.I.F.)

PROVIDE TENSION LAP 
SPLICE TO WALL 
REINFORCEMENT. SEE 
SCHEDULE.

NEW CAST IN PLACE 
ELEVATOR BULKHEAD 
WALL, SEE PLAN AND 
SCHEDULE.

EXISTING ROOF SLAB 
TO BE DEMOLISHED 
FOR ELEVATOR 
HOISTWAY

EXIST. REINFORCEMENT 
CENTERED IN EXIST. 
WALL, V.I.F. 

(EXTERIOR)(INTERIOR)

EXISTING CONCRETE WALL

NEW BULKHEAD WALL

SECTION: NEW CONCRETE BULKHEAD AT NEW 
ELEVATOR SHAFT (EAST ELEVATION)

PROVIDE TENSION LAP SPLICE TO WALL 
REINFORCEMENT. SEE SCHEDULE

NEW CAST IN PLACE ELEVATOR 
BULKHEAD WALL, SEE PLAN AND 
SCHEDULE

NEW CAST-IN-PLACE 
CONCRETE WALL WITH 
BOARDFORM FINISH

NEGATIVE REVEAL CAST 
INTO NEW WALL. REFER TO 
ELEVATIONS FOR LOCATIONS

EXISTING ROOF SLAB TO BE 
DEMOLISHED FOR ELEVATOR 
HOISTWAY

EXISTING 10’ CONCRETE WALL

EXISTING REINFORCEMENT 
CENTERED IN EXISTING WALL, 
V.I.F.

EXISTING CONCRETE CURB TO BE 
REMOVED (V.I.F.)
NEGATIVE REVEAL IN CAST-IN-PLACE 
WALL. SEE ARCHITECTURAL

NEW BULKHEAD WALL
EXISTING CONCRETEWALL

#4 BAR. DRILL AND EMBED INTO T.O. 
EXISTING WALL. SCAN EXISTING WALL 
TO LOCATE NEW REINFORCEMENT 
TO AVOID CONFLICT WITH EXISTING 
REINFORCEMENT. LOCATE NEW DOW-
ELS CENTERED INBETWEEN EXISTING 
WALL REINFORCEMENT

(EXTERIOR)(INTERIOR)
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2. Entrance Lighting & Signage
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Marcel Breuer Pre-construction Proposal of Entry Bridge

Marcel Breuer rendering / sketch drawing of sunken scupture garden, 
showing the entrance bridge

Jackie Kennedy inspecting construction and Marcel Breuer rendering 
/ sketch drawing of entrance bridge from street 

Historic photo of etrance bridge at night

Marcel Breuer Papers, Syracuse University Library
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Photograph by: Ezra Stoller
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Photomontage of Proposed Entrance ConditionView of Existing Entrance Condition

Entrance Lighting & Signage

Polished floating metal panel within the concrete recess,
reflective finish to gently catch the surrounding light & color

Source:  AIA New York ‘The Met Breuer Restoration’  May 16, 2018 
https://www.aiany.org/architecture/featured-projects/view/the-met-breuer-restoration/
Photograph by: Beyer Blinder Belle



Photomontage of Proposed Entrance ConditionView of Existing Entrance Condition

Entrance Canopy & Lighting
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Metal notes in Breuer Building 

Bronze stair handrail 

Breuer Building Lobby Details

Bronze plaque Bronze inserted access panel Bronze trim around doors Bronze door frame at entry
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Concrete Recesses & Inserts within Breuer Building

Using the recessed concrete area to insert objects for specific use 

Light fixture insert at stairs Clock insert at lobby White art wall insert at stair entry
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Entry Canopy
Breuer Construction Set 1964

East-West section through entry canopy & bridge Entry vitrine section & plan
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Entry Canopy

Photos of existing entry canopy: recessed concrete control joints
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STAINLESS STEEL METAL PANEL,
POLISHED FOR REFLECTIVE FINISH

EXISTING CONCRETE VITRINE

EXISTING GRANITE PARAPET

EXISTING GLASS CASE
WITH IMAGE DISPLAY

SIGNAGE,
BRONZE FINISH
HALO-LIT

BLACKENED METAL CHANNEL
EDGING FASTENED TO EXISTING
CONTROL JOINT IN THE CONCRETE

EXISTING GRANITE PARAPET

2" METAL CHANNEL
EDGING FASTENED
TO AN EXISTING
RECESS CONTROL
JOINT

STAINLESS STEEL METAL PANEL,
WARM TONE (BRASS) AND POLISHED
FOR REFLECTIVE FINISH

EXISTING CONCRETE VITRINE

SIGNAGE, BRONZE
FINISH, HALO-LIT

EXISTING GRANITE PARAPET

2" METAL CHANNEL EDGING
ANCHORED TO AN EXISTING DRIP EDGE

LIGHT FIXTURE
ANCHORED TO UPTURNED CONCRETE SURFACE

LIGHT FIXTURE
BOLLARD WITH ADJUSTABLE HEADS

EXISTING GLASS CASE
WITH IMAGE DISPLAY

EXISTING CONCRETE FINISH

BRONZE LETTERING WITH LED BEHIND

HORIZONTAL ROD, WELDED

L-SHAPE,  ANCHORED TO UNDERSIDE OF CONCRETE

BRONZE LETTERING

LIGHT BEHIND LETTERING

1
4" X 1" ROD, WELDED TO
CONNECT LETTERING

L-SHAPE,  FASTENED
TO UNDERSIDE AT
EXISTING JOINT

EXISTING METAL SHIELD

EXISTING BRONZE FRAME

EXISTING LIGHT

EXISTING BULLETIN BOARD

EXISTING GLASS CASE

2" METAL CHANNEL EDGING
FASTENED TO AN EXISTING RECESSED
CONCRETE CONTROL JOINT

STAINLESS STEEL METAL PANEL,
BRASS / WARM TONE & POLISHED FOR
REFLECTIVE FINISH

2" METAL CHANNEL EDGING
ANCHORED TO AN EXISTING RECESS WITHIN
THE CONCRETE

STAINLESS STEELMETAL PANEL,
POLISHED FOR REFLECTIVE FINISH

LIGHT FIXTURE
ANCHORED TO UPTURNED CONCRETE SURFACE

DRAWING NUMBER

ENTRY CANOPY &
SIGNAGE DETAILS

A-402

1 ENTRY CANOPY WEST ELEVATION
1/2" = 1'-0"

3 ENTRY VITRING & SIGNAGE WEST ELEVATION
1-1/2"=1'
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STAINLESS STEEL METAL PANEL,
POLISHED FOR REFLECTIVE FINISH

EXISTING CONCRETE VITRINE

EXISTING GRANITE PARAPET

EXISTING GLASS CASE
WITH IMAGE DISPLAY

SIGNAGE,
BRONZE FINISH
HALO-LIT

BLACKENED METAL CHANNEL
EDGING FASTENED TO EXISTING
CONTROL JOINT IN THE CONCRETE
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JOINT
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L-SHAPE,  ANCHORED TO UNDERSIDE OF CONCRETE
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LIGHT BEHIND LETTERING

1
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CONNECT LETTERING
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REFLECTIVE FINISH

2" METAL CHANNEL EDGING
ANCHORED TO AN EXISTING RECESS WITHIN
THE CONCRETE

STAINLESS STEELMETAL PANEL,
POLISHED FOR REFLECTIVE FINISH

LIGHT FIXTURE
ANCHORED TO UPTURNED CONCRETE SURFACE
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Section of proposed entry canopy

Entry Canopy

Detail section: East edge of proposed entry canopy 

Detail section: West edge of proposed entry canopy 

2” METAL CHANNEL EDGING ANCHORED 
TO AN EXISTING RECESS WITHIN THE 
CONCRETE

ARCHITECTURAL BRONZE 
METAL PANEL. POLISHED 
FOR REFLECTIVE FINISH

LIGHT FIXTURE ANCHORED TO 
UPTURNED CONCRETE SURFACE

2” METAL CHANNEL EDGING FASTENED 
TO AN EXISTING RECESSED CONCRETE 
CONTROL JOINT

ARCHITECTURAL BRONZE METAL PANEL, 
POLISHED FOR REFLECTIVE FINISH

EXISTING GRANITE 
PARAPET
LIGHT FIXTURE BOLLARD 
WITH ADJUSTABLE HEADS

SIGNAGE, BRONZE 
FINISH, HALO-LIT

EXISTING CONCRETE VITRINE

2” METAL CHANNEL EDGING 
ANCHORED TO DRIP EDGE

LIGHT FIXTURE ANCHORED TO UPTURNED 
CONCRETE SURFACE

ARCHITECTURAL BRONZE 
METAL PANEL, POLISHED 
FOR REFLECTIVE FINISH

2” METAL CHANNEL 
EDGING ANCHORED 
TO AN EXISTING 
RECESS WITHIN THE 
CONCRETE
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Archival section through entry canopy & entry vestibule

Entry Canopy
EXISTING VESTIBULE ENTRY: FLOATING WHITE PANEL

PROPOSED CANOPY ENTRY: FLOATING METAL PANEL
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Entry Lighting
Evenly lighting the entry bridge and canopy area

Entry LightingEntry Lighting

Section through entry canopy & entry vestibule

Evenly lighting the entry bridge and canopy area

Existing original
exterior lights

Added
light

Reuse existing cxterior lighting at building 
facade to light the bridge area 

& integrate new lighting to light under the 
canopy, not visible from the street

Small fixtures with anti-glare cover,
not visible from street

Existing 
exterior lights

Additional
lighting

fixtures achored to
rear concrete upturn 

discreet bollard fixture
with adjustable heads

metal panel allows
reflection of the gentle lighting 

to create a warm, inviting 
underside

DATE:

CATALOG NUMBER LOGIC:

PROJECT:TYPE:

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS PROPRIETARY INFORMATION OF B-K LIGHTING, INC. AND ITS RECEIPT OR POSSESSION DOES NOT CONVEY ANY RIGHTS TO REPRODUCE, DISCLOSE ITS CONTENTS, OR TO 
MANUFACTURE, USE OR SELL ANYTHING IT MAY DESCRIBE.  REPRODUCTION, DISCLOSURE OR USE WITHOUT SPECIFIC WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION OF B-K LIGHTING, INC. IS STRICTLY FORBIDDEN.

559.438.5800  |  INFO@BKLIGHTING.COM  |  BKLIGHTING.COM MADE IN THE USA

Driver housing required. Configure 
separately.

ARTISTAR LED (REMOTE DRIVER)

CATALOG NUMBER LOGIC

Example: B - AR - LED - RM - x54 - FL - POL - 12 - 11 - B - 6 -  WM

MATERIAL

(Blank) - Aluminum     B - Brass     S - Stainless Steel

SERIES

AR - ArtiStar

SOURCE

LED - Chip on Board Technology

HOUSING

RM - Remote Driver

LED TYPE

x52 - 10W LED/2700K   x53 - 10W LED/3000K   x54 - 10W LED/4000K

OPTICS

SP - Spot (20°)          FL -Flood (40°)          WFL - Wide Flood (60°)

FINISH (See page 2 for full-color swatches)

Standard Finishes (BZP, BZW, BLP, BLW, WHP, WHW, SAP, VER)

Premium Finish (ABP, AMG, AQW, BCM, BGE, BPP, CAP, CMG, CRM, HUG, NBP, OCP, RMG, SDS, SMG, 
TXF, WCP, WIR)

Also available in RAL Finishes

Brass Finishes (MAC, POL, MIT)

Stainless Steel Finishes (MAC, POL)

LENS TYPE

9 - Clear (Standard)          12 - Soft Focus          13 - Rectilinear

SHIELDING

11 - Honeycomb Baffle

CAP STYLE

A - 45°

B - 90°

C - Flush

D - 45° Less Weephole (Interior use only)

E - 90° Less Weephole (Interior use only)

F - 90° with Flush Lens

BASE HEIGHT

3” (Standard), 6”, 12”, 18”, & 24” with Anchor Base

MOUNTING OPTIONS

PP - 18” Power Pipe Stake Mount

SF - Stability Flange (For use with Power Pipe)

WM - Wall or Ceiling Mount with 5” dia. Machined Canopy**

IP66 RATED

12/06/2022 SKU-1015

*Base height limited to 6” max. with Brass and 
Stainless Steel Canopy.

SUB-2126-00

4”

2”
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Vitrine & Signage

3’-8”

5’-5”

1’-1”

3’-5”

10”

4’-6”

8”

Rendering of 
 Daytime Vitrine with still image

& Proposed Lettering

Rendering of Vitrine 
with lit still image &

Halo Lit Lettering

Photo of Existing Vitrine

3’-8”

5’-5”

1’-1”

3’-5”

10”

4’-6”

8”



39Sotheby’s 945 Madison Ave: Landmarks Preservation Commission
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EXISTING GRANITE PARAPET

EXISTING GLASS CASE
WITH IMAGE DISPLAY

SIGNAGE,
BRONZE FINISH
HALO-LIT

BLACKENED METAL CHANNEL
EDGING FASTENED TO EXISTING
CONTROL JOINT IN THE CONCRETE

EXISTING GRANITE PARAPET

2" METAL CHANNEL
EDGING FASTENED
TO AN EXISTING
RECESS CONTROL
JOINT
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EXISTING CONCRETE VITRINE

SIGNAGE, BRONZE
FINISH, HALO-LIT
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2" METAL CHANNEL EDGING
ANCHORED TO AN EXISTING DRIP EDGE

LIGHT FIXTURE
ANCHORED TO UPTURNED CONCRETE SURFACE

LIGHT FIXTURE
BOLLARD WITH ADJUSTABLE HEADS

EXISTING GLASS CASE
WITH IMAGE DISPLAY

EXISTING CONCRETE FINISH
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HORIZONTAL ROD, WELDED

L-SHAPE,  FASTENED TO UNDERSIDE OF CONCRETE
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1
4" X 1" ROD, WELDED TO
CONNECT LETTERING

L-SHAPE,  FASTENED
TO UNDERSIDE AT
EXISTING JOINT

EXISTING METAL SHIELD

EXISTING BRONZE FRAME

EXISTING LIGHT

EXISTING BULLETIN BOARD

EXISTING GLASS CASE

2" METAL CHANNEL EDGING
FASTENED TO AN EXISTING RECESSED
CONCRETE CONTROL JOINT

ARCHITECTURAL BRONZE METAL PANEL,
BRASS / WARM TONE & POLISHED FOR
REFLECTIVE FINISH

2" METAL CHANNEL EDGING
ANCHORED TO AN EXISTING RECESS WITHIN
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ARCHITECTURAL BRONZE METAL PANEL,
POLISHED FOR REFLECTIVE FINISH

LIGHT FIXTURE
ANCHORED TO UPTURNED CONCRETE SURFACE
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Name of Landmark Building
Type of Presentation Month xx, yearJanuary 28, 2025 

Public Hearing

The current proposal is: 
Preservation Department – Item 8, LPC-25-06122 

945 Madison Avenue – Upper East Side Historic District 
Borough of Manhattan

Note: If you want to testify virtually on an
item, join the Zoom webinar at the agenda’s 

“Be Here by” time (about an hour in 
advance). When the Chair indicates it’s time 

to testify, “raise your hand” via the Zoom app 

if you want to speak (*9 on the phone). Those 
who signed up in advance will be called first. 

To testify virtually, please join Zoom

Webinar ID: 160 421 5942 
Passcode: 889149
By Phone: 646-558-8656 (NY)
877-853-5257 (Toll free) US
888-475-4499 (Toll free)




