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Community Board 3 Liquor License Application Questionnaire

Please bring the following items to the meeting:

NOTE: ALL ITEMS MUST BE SUBMITTED FOR APPLICATION TO BE CONSIDERED.

Photographs of the inside and outside of the premise.

Schematics, floor plans or architectural drawings of the inside of the premise.

A proposed food and or drink menu.

Petition in support of proposed business or change in business with signatures from residential

tenants at location and in buildings adjacent to, across the street from and behind proposed

location. Petition must give proposed hours and method of operation. For example: restaurant,
sports bar, combination restaurant/bar. (petition provided)

Notice of proposed business to block or tenant association if one exists. You can find community
groups and contact information on the CB 3 website:
http://www.nyc.gov/html/mancb3/html/communitygroups/community group listings.shtml

B Proof of conspicuous posting of notices at the site for 7 days prior to the meeting (please include
newspaper with date in photo or a timestamped photo).

i [ o s

Check which you are applying for:
new liquor license O alteration of an existing liquor license O corporate change

Check if either of these apply:
sale of assets O upgrade (change of class) of an existing liquor license

Today's Date: APRIL 3, 2023

If applying for sale of assets, you must bring letter from current owner confirming that you are buying
business or have the seller come with you to the meeting.

Is location currently licensed? O Yes & No  Type of license: N/A.

If alteration, describe nature of alteration: N/A.

Previous or current use of the location: RESTAURANT.
Corporation and trade name of current license: SAIGONNYCLTD, SN:1256341, OWNED BY APPLICANT.

APPLICANT:
Premise address: 89 ORCHARD STREET.

Cross streets: BROOME AND GRAND STREET.
Name of applicant and all principals: MICHAEL BRAY & MARK CONNELL.

Trade name (DBA): VALENTINA
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PREMISE:
Type of building and number of floors: MIXED-USE BUILDING, 7 FLOORS

Will any outside area or sidewalk cafe be used for the sale or consumption of alcoholic beverages?

(includes roof & yard) B Yes O No If Yes, describe and show on diagram: PLEASE SEE ATTACHED DIAGRAMS.

BACKYARD (ALREADY LICENSED) CLOSING AT 9 PM. SIDEWALK CAFE CLOSING AT 10PM (ALREADY ON LICENSE)

Does premise have a valid Certificate of Occupancy and all appropriate permits, including for any back or

side yard use? B Yes 0 No What is maximum NUMBER of people permitted? 74

Do you plan to apply for Public Assembly permit? O Yes Bl No
What is the zoning designation (check zoning using map: http://gis.nyc.gov/doitt/nycitymap/ - please

give specific zoning designation, such as R8 or C2): C4-4A

PROPOSED METHOD OF OPERATION:
Will any other business besides food or alcohol service be conducted at premise? O Yes B No

If yes, please describe what type: N/A

What are the proposed days/hours of operation? (Specify days and hours each day and hours of outdoor
space) MON-WED: 4PM-1AM, THURS:4PM-2AM, FRI: 2PM-2AM, SAT: 11AM-2AM, SUN: 11AM-1AM.

Number of tables? 17 Total number of seats? 34

How many stand-up bars/ bar seats are located on the premise? 1

(A stand up bar is any bar or counter (whether with seating or not) over which a patron can order, pay
for and receive an alcoholic beverage)
Describe all bars (length, shape and location): U-SHAPED, 10 FEET

Does premise have a full kitchen B Yes O No?

Does it have a food preparation area? B Yes 0 No (If any, show on diagram)

Is food available for sale? B Yes O No If yes, describe type of food and submit a menu
MEDITERRANEAN.

What are the hours kitchen will be open? ALL HOURS OF OPERATION.

Will a manager or principal always be on site? B Yes 00 No If yes, which? OWNER, MICHAEL BRAY.
How many employees will there be? 15-20 TOTAL

Do you have or plan to install O French doors O accordion doors or B windows?
Will there be TVs/monitors? O Yes B No (If Yes, how many?) N/A.
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Will premise have music? B Yes O No
If Yes, what type of music? O Live musician O DJ O Juke box B Tapes/CDs/iPod
If other type, please describe N/A.

What will be the music volume? B Background (quiet) O Entertainment level

Please describe your sound system: 6 SMALL SONOS-STYLE SPEAKERS.

Will you host any promoted events, scheduled performances or any event at which a cover fee is

charged? If Yes, what type of events or performances are proposed and how often? NO.

How do you plan to manage vehicular traffic and crowds on the sidewalk caused by your establishment?
Please attach plans. (Please do not answer "we do not anticipate congestion.")

Will there be security personnel? O Yes B No (If Yes, how many and when) N/A

How do you plan to manage noise inside and outside your business so neighbors will not be affected?
Please attach plans.

Do you have sound proofing installed? B Yes OO No
If not, do you plan to install sound-proofing? O Yes B No

APPLICANT HISTORY:

Has this corporation or any principal been licensed previously? B Yes O No
If yes, please indicate name of establishment: PLEASESEETHE ATTACHED

Address: Community Board #

Dates of operation:

Has any principal had work experience similar to the proposed business? B Yes O No If Yes, please
attach explanation of experience or resume.

Does any principal have other businesses in this area? B Yes 0 No If Yes, please give trade name and
describe type of business YES,PLEASESEEATTACHED

Has any principal had SLA reports or action within the past 3 years? [0 Yes B No If Yes, attach list of

violations and dates of violations and outcomes, if any.

Attach a separate diagram that indicates the location (name and address) and total number of
establishments selling/serving beer, wine (B/W) or liquor (OP) for 2 blocks in each direction. Please
indicate whether establishments have On-Premise (OP) licenses. Please label streets and avenues and
identify your location. Use letters to indicate Bar, Restaurant, etc. The diagram must be submitted with
the questionnaire to the Community Board before the meeting.
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LICENSES OWNED BY MICHAEL BRAY

OWLINGS INC

152 LUDLOW STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10002
01/2017-PRESENT
SN:1170538

MNCB3

116 AVENUE C RESTAURANT LLC
116 AVENUE C

NEW YORK, NY 10009
01/2020-PRESENT

SN:1265537

MNCB3

SAIGONNYC LTD **
85 ORCHARD STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10002
11/2011-PRESENT
SN1256341

MNCB3

**APPLICANT PREMISE



LOCATION:

How many licensed establishments are within 1 block? 7

How many On-Premise (OP) liquor licenses are within 500 feet? 23

Is premise within 200 feet of any school or place of worship? O Yes B No

COMMUNITY OUTREACH:

Please see the Community Board website to find block associations or tenant associations in the
immediate vicinity of your location for community outreach. Applicants are encouraged to reach out to
community groups. Also use provided petitions, which clearly state the name, address, license for which
you are applying, and the hours and method of operation of your establishment at the top of each page.
(Attach additional sheets of paper as necessary).

We are including the following questions to be able to prepare stipulations and have the meeting be
faster and more efficient. Please answer per your business plan; do not plan to negotiate at the
meeting.

1. Mylicense typeis: [ beer &cider [ wine, beer & cider B liquor, wine, beer & cider

2. B | will operate a full-service restaurant, specifically a (type of restaurant)
MEDITERRANEAN restaurant, or

O | will operate a ,

B with a kitchen open and serving food during all hours of operation OR [0 with less than a full-

service kitchen but serving food during all hours of operation OR 0 Other

3. My hours of operation will be:

Mon 4PM-1AM - Tue 4PM-1AM - Wed 4PM-1AM ;
Thu 4PM-2AM S Fri 2PM-2AM . Sat 11AM-2AM ;
Sun 11AM-1AM . (lunderstand opening is "no later than" specified opening hour,

and all patrons are to be cleared from business at specified closing hour.)

4. O 1 will not use outdoor space for commercial use OR
B My sidewalk café hours will be CLOSING AT 10PM

5. O 1 willemploy a doorman/security personnel:

6. O I willinstall soundproofing, *PREVIOUSLY INSTALLED

7. B | will close any front or rear fagade doors O | will have a closed fixed fagade with no
and windows at 10:00 P.M. every night or open doors or windows except my entrance
when amplified sound is playing, including but door will close by 10:00 P.M. or when
not limited to DJs, live music and live amplified sound is playing, including but not
nonmusical performances, or during limited to DJs, live music and live nonmusical
unamplified live performances or televised performances, or during unamplified live
sports. performances or televised sports.
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8. [l will not have B DJs, B live music, B promoted events, B any event at which a cover fee is
charged, B scheduled performances, 0 more than DIJs per , B more than 20

private parties per YEAR , 0 number of TVs.

9. K | will play ambient recorded background music only.

10. | will not apply for an alteration to the method of operation or for any physical alterations of any
nature without first coming before CB 3.

11. I will not seek a change in class to a full on-premises liquor license without first obtaining
approval from CB 3.

12. B | will not participate in pub crawls or have party buses come to my establishment.

13. | will not have unlimited drink specials, including boozy brunches, with food.

14. B | will not have a happy hour or drink specials with or without time restrictions OR O | will have
happy hour and it will end by

15. B | will not have wait lines outside. B | will have a staff person responsible for ensuring no
loitering, noise or crowds outside.

16. | will conspicuously post this stipulation form beside my liquor license inside of my business.

17. Residents may contact the manager/owner at the number below. Any complaints will be
addressed immediately. | will revisit the above-stated method of operation if necessary in order to

minimize my establishment's impact on my neighbors.
Name: MICHAEL BRAY

Phone Number: 646-379-6244
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CURRENT LIQUOR LICENSE



NEIGHBORHOOD MAP



500 FOOT MAP

aer 5 /S

GREEN MARTINI=OP LICENSE

GREEN WINE =RW/TW LICENSE

PINK MARTINI=INACTIVE OP LICENSE
PINK WINE=INACTIVE RW/TW LICENSE



4/3/23, 4:02 PM about:blank

This report is for informational purposes only in aid of identifying establishments potentially subject to 500 and 200 foot
rules. Distances are approximated using industry standard GIS techniques and do not reflect actual distances between
points of entry. The NYS Liquor Authority makes no representation as to the accuracy of the information and disclaims any
liability for errors.

Proximity Report For:

Location 85 Orchard St, New York, New York, 10002

Geocode Latitude: 40.71791

longitude: -73.99047

Report Generated On 4/3/2023

8 Closest Liquor Stores

Name Address Distance

ORANGE GLOU LLC 264 BROOME ST 136 ft

Ser #: 1330686 NEW YORK, NY 10002

YI DING FA CORP 101 ALLEN ST 386 ft

Ser #: 1339668 NEW YORK, NY 10002

SEWARD PARK LIQUORS INC 53 LUDLOW ST 473 ft

Ser #: 1306851 NEW YORK, NY 10002

OCEAN WINE & SPIRIT INC 273 GRAND ST 677 ft

Ser #: 1296083 NEW YORK, NY 10002

PET NAT LLC 115 DELANCEY ST 480 ft

Ser #: 1306926 NEW YORK, NY 10002

DELANCEY WINE INC 35 ESSEX ST 207 ft

Ser #: 1301401 NEW YORK, NY 10002

VINFAMILY INC 393 GRAND ST 1150 ft

Ser #: 1305222 NEW YORK, NY 10002 '

SALGIRAH CORP 141 ESSEX ST 1299 ft

Ser #: 1276123 NEW YORK, NY 10002 '

Schools within 500 feet

Name Address Distance
350 GRAND ST

ESSEX STREET ACADEMY NEW YORK, NY 10002 411 ft
350 GRAND ST

LOWER MANHATTAN ARTS ACADEMY NEW YORK, NY 10002 411 ft
350 GRAND ST

URBAN ASSEMBLY ACADEMY OF GOVERNMENT AND LAW NEW YORK, NY 10002 411 ft
350 GRAND ST

NEW DESIGN HIGH SCHOOL NEW YORK, NY 10002 415 ft
350 GRAND ST

HIGH SCHOOL FOR DUAL LANGUAGE AND ASIAN STUDIES NEW YORK, NY 10002 415 ft

about:blank
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Ser #: 1340303

NEW YORK, NY 10002

4/3/23, 4:02 PM about:blank
Churches within 500 feet
Name Distance
Mikvah of The Lower East Side 284 ft
Kehila Kedosha Janina Synagogue & Museum 313 ft
Seventh-Day Adventist Church 341 ft
Pending On Premises Liquor Licenses within 750 feet
Name Address Distance
119 ORCHARD ST
SRI;F%@Q%OI;LC & ZODIAC CLUB LLC AKA 120 ALLEN ST 597 f
ere NEW YORK, NY 10002
NOREE THAI BAZAAR INC 274 GRAND ST 648
Ser #: 1344426 NEW YORK, NY 10002
Active On Premises Liquor Licenses within 750 feet
Name Address Distance
85 ORCHARD ST UNIT B
§A|i2§;;i1LTD BROOME ST & GRAND ST 27 ft
er NEW YORK, NY 10002
ORCHARD 85 CORP 8587 ORCHARD STREET STORE #5 27 &
Ser #: 1250820 NEW YORK, NY 10002
85 ORCHARD STREET
l—wi ?ziﬁz:_;c CRN OF BROOME & ORCHARD 42 ft
e NEW YORK, NY 10002
86 ORCHARD STREET
EOI\;P;A;ZZGZZ?UP NEW YORKLLC BROOME ST AND GRANT ST 63 ft
e NEW YORK, NY 10002
79 ORCHARD STREET
(SBR/?#Z ﬁE;;;?l;RANT LLe GRAND & BROOME STS. 73 ft
er NEW YORK, NY 10002
XLR8 LLC 266 BROOME ST 08 ft
Ser #: 1271863 NEW YORK, NY 10002
ALLEN HOTEL INC, THE 88 ALLEN ST 102 f
Ser #: 1313154 NEW YORK, NY 10002
BIG CANDY LLC 86 ALLEN ST M1
Ser #: 1275668 NEW YORK, NY 10002
253 BROOME STREET
EAR;S?]?SZZ”;\A]‘.O e ORCHARD & LOUDLOW 128 ft
er NEW YORK, NY 10002
NORMAN'S CAY GROUP LLC 74 ORCHARD ST 148 ft
Ser #: 1272699 NEW YORK, NY 10002
SALLY CAN WAIT LLC 252 BROOME ST 181 ft
Ser #: 1339024 NEW YORK, NY 10002
CONGEE VILLAGE INC 100 ALLEN ST 241 ft
Ser #: 1273685 NEW YORK, NY 10002
FULL LIFE GRAND STREET LLC & LOTUS GRAND LLC 324 GRAND ST 246 ft

about:blank
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4/3/23, 4:02 PM about:blank
Active On Premises Liquor Licenses within 750 feet
Name Address Distance
JOHANNGPRO LLC 96 ORCHARD ST i
Ser #: 1289900 NEW YORK, NY 10002
81 LUDLOW ST AKA 246 BROOME ST
;eEr ;':EZZTZ/;;JSANT CORP DELANCEY & BROOME 263 ft
‘ NEW YORK, NY 10002
HERMES B NY LLC 95 ALLEN ST st
Ser #: 1287964 NEW YORK, NY 10002
BARNORTH GROUP LLC 77 DELANCEY ST —
Ser #: 1261959 NEW YORK, NY 10002
ZEST HOSPITALITY INC 112 ELDRIDGE ST —_—
Ser #: 1315058 NEW YORK, NY 10002
242 BROOME ST
SUIEEZ?EOLES LLC THE BASEMENT LEVEL 410 ft
er NEW YORK, NY 10002
ATTABOY COCKTAILS LLC 134 ELDRIDGE ST 7
Ser #: 1280838 NEW YORK, NY 10002
GOOD PAL CHANTELLE CORP 92 LUDLOW ST 425
Ser #: 1329790 NEW YORK, NY 10002
ELDRIDGE HOSPITALITY LLC 107 ELDRIDGE ST sed e
Ser #: 1294588 NEW YORK, NY 10002
93 LUDLOW ST INC 95 DELANCEY ST 169
Ser #: 1254332 NEW YORK, NY 10002
BESTE BAT LLC 135 137 ELDRIDGE ST 550 1
Ser #: 1312502 NEW YORK, NY 10002
99 FAVOR TASTE RESTAURANT INC 285 GRAND ST —
Ser #: 1337309 NEW YORK, NY 10002
303 CANARY LLC 303 305 BROOME ST (03t
Ser #: 1316840 NEW YORK, NY 10002
EAST VILLAGE HOSPITALITY GROUP LLC 115 ALLEN ST 09t
Ser #: 1322518 NEW YORK, NY 10003
120 ORCHARD BAR LLC 120 ORCHARD ST g10t
Ser #: 1331956 NEW YORK, NY 10002
NOREE THAI BAZAAR INC 274 GRAND ST g7
Ser #: 1309534 NEW YORK, NY 10002
100 FORSYTH RESTAURANT LLC 100 FORSYTH ST
Ser # 1313086 BASEMENT 652 ft
er NEW YORK, NY 10002
RABBIT BOX HOSPITALITY LLC 41 ESSEX ST
Sor b 1310006 STORE B 652 ft
erm NEW YORK, NY 10002
FRIEDMAN'S ON GRAND LLC 359 361 GRAND ST .
Ser #: 1334484 NEW YORK, NY 10002
127 129 ORCHARD STREET
?LP::/? 115223ZEST LLe DELANCEY & RIVINGTON STREETS 662 ft
er NEW YORK, NY 10002
FOURTHGEN LLC 127 ORCHARD ST 3t
Ser #: 1274614 NEW YORK, NY 10002
EDMANHUSTLE LLC 39 ESSEX ST 666 ft

about:blank
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Ser #: 1297413

NEW YORK, NY 10002

4/3/23, 4:02 PM about:blank
Active On Premises Liquor Licenses within 750 feet
Name Address Distance
Ser #: 1309145 NEW YORK, NY 10002
SWEATSHOP LES LLC 110 DELANCEY ST
oor . 1338868 BASEMENT 700 ft
er NEW YORK, NY 10002
GOOD THANKS CAFE LLC 131 ORCHARD ST 104
Ser #: 1331880 NEW YORK, NY 10002
113 LUDLOW ST
EG E_Aﬁ ;’2; 5 LUDLOW & ORCHARD STREETS 724
er NEW YORK, NY 10002
115 DELANCEY ST
ESS?EEﬁ;BY AQUABESTLLC BASEMENT SITE 2, RESTAURANT 13 730 ft
er NEW YORK, NY 10002
REGAL CINEMAS INC 115 DELANCEY ST 230 %
Ser #: 1313783 NEW YORK, NY 10002
SITE 2 MARKET LINE RESTAURANT LLC 115 DELANCEY ST -
Ser #: 1328150 NEW YORK, NY 10002
115 DELANCEY ST
SDSQ?%A]ZE;SBEER HALLLLC AKA 81 NORFOLK STREET 731 ft
er i NEW YORK, NY 10002
PIZZA A CASA INC/DBA:PIZZA SCHOOL NYC/PIZZA SCHOOL 371 GRAND ST 33

about:blank
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Whipped Feta dip 12
Fried Chickpeas, labneh, tarallia crackers

Cured sardine crostini — 12
House cured sardines, butter, calabrian chilli oil

Mozzarella di Bufala Campana
Summer tomatoes, herbs

Panisses 12
Rosemary, EVOO

House Salad 14
Gems, herbs, fennel myer lemon and chilli

Frito Misto 16
Fried Prawns, calamari and clams, EVOO mayo

Shrimp Gallipoli style 18
Baked prawns with parsley and lemon

Pasta -19
Linguini, clams, lemon

Grilled Chicken or Lamb Skewers 21
Smoked spice, herbs, labneh

Bistro Steak 26
gatto di patate, demi

Whole Fish 28
Market Herbs

Bongos Burger- 21
8 0z house blend, Montasio, pickled mustard seeds, Fries



Community Groups

85 Orchard Street
« Lower East Side Dwellers Neighborhood Association
o Contact: Diem Boyd

e Send an Email to the Lower East Side Dwellers Neighborhood Association:
lesdwellers2012@gmail.com

Orchard Street Block Association
o Contact: Tamara Daley
e Send an Email to the Orchard Street Block Association:
orchardstblockassociation@gmail.com
Loisaida United Neighborhood Gardens (LUNGS)
o Contact: Charles Krezell
e Send an Email to the Loisaida United Neighborhood Gardens:
ck@wingflix.com
Fourth Arts Block aka FABnyc
o Contact: Dakota Scott
o Send an Email to the Fourth Arts Block aka FABnyc: dakota@fabnyc.org
Dimes Square Block Association

e Contact: K. Tran
e Send an Email to the Dimes Square Block Association: hello@dsba.nyc


















May 2, 2023

To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Daniela Jones, and | am writing today to restate my sentiments below, from
October of 2021. | would like to note that Bongo’s was a great addition to the
neighborhood, and | am very much looking forward to dining in the space again. Thank
you again for your consideration.

| have been a resident of the Lower East Side for 16 years and have had the immense
pleasure of knowing Michael Bray for most of those 16 years. I've also had the
privilege of witnessing Michael’s professional growth from starting out as a bartender
to owning and operating two businesses of his own.

| can personally attest to Michael being dependable, responsible, compassionate and
kind. He’s an upstanding member of this community and anyone you’d come across
would have nothing but wonderful things to say about him, as he has touched and
enriched the lives of so many. He is an honest and hardworking business owner on top
of being a fair and trusted employer.

Michael’s extensive experience in hospitality has given him a deep understanding of
how to safely and responsibly operate an establishment that serves both alcohol and
food to patrons. With this knowledge, he has already demonstrated how responsible
and capable he is, by opening and running two local successful businesses.

Beyond just business, he constantly strives to enhance the community where he
resides, both in his personal and professional lives. | believe that it is imperative for
those that live within the community themselves to tend to the space around them,
caring for it when necessary. To Michael, the Lower East Side is not just a nightlife
destination—it is his home. It is because of this that he can be trusted with the
immense responsibility of handling a liquor license in this area.

| can also attest to other facets of Michael’s character. He is patient, pragmatic, and
intelligent with a moral compass that is unrivaled—all of these traits are what make
him an asset to the Lower East Side community. | can assure you that any business
that Michael chooses to open will only seek to serve and welcome others, while also
beautifying the neighborhood.

With all of this in mind, | fully support Michael Bray’s application for a liquor license
(with operation hours until 2 a.m.) because he knows how to responsibly operate a
business while also putting the needs and concerns of the community first.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if this recommendation needs to be further
discussed. Thank you very much for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Daniela Jones
13 Ludlow Street New York, NY 10002 msdanielajones@gmail.com
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To whom this may concern,

My name is Niko Liakaris, and | am writing this letter in support of the plans for the
renewal of the liquor license by Michael Beaumont & Co. on Orchard Street. | am from
Queens, but have lived and worked in the Lower East Side for about 18 years. |
currently reside at 70 Orchard Street #7, NY, NY 10002.

It's difficult to quantify how a business has positively impacted an area, especially in the
way that Bongo’s has, but, | believe their hard work in helping to revive my block "post"
pandemic, and serve in a thoughtful way, a previously unappreciated stretch of the

LES must be noted.

Bongo’s in its short tenure had become a haven for locals such as myself, especially
creatives who don't work "normal" hours, and who have been and remain integral to the
fabric of the neighborhood. Simultaneously they also service the ever increasing
international tourist traffic, which Michael helped to cultivate along with his other
businesses in the neighborhood.

After the regrettable departure of An Choi due to the landlord playing "chicken” over a
staggering rent increase with another upstanding local small business, the space was at
risk of becoming a Sweetgreen. (This is not hyperbole; Sweetgreen toured the

space.) Instead, thankfully, Michael and his team helped rescue the space, keeping it
from becoming a blight in the area, and instead offered a wonderful European cafe
atmosphere that catered to the neighborhood with an excellent late night menu, an
option that is rare in the area that has too many bars but not enough food options.

They are excellent stewards, and are always asking for feedback from locals, and put
the concerns of their neighbors above all else. They alway take care to pick up rubbish
left (not by their patrons but by the hordes that now flow to the neighborhood every day,
and especially on the weekends to ALL the businesses in the area) and are extremely
considerate of their neighbors by always keeping the music low, and making sure the
sidewalk is neat and clean, and passable for foot traffic. They even wash the sidewalk
with water nearly every day, which so few businesses do, and | must also note that |
have never passed by Bongo’s and seen drunk patrons outside, voices raised, unlike so
many newly opened bars in the area, and | can also see them from my bedroom
window and confirm that when the business is closed the patrons do not linger. |
imagine that this transition to a 1am closing time, while still serving a full food menu, will
allow them to continue to meet their needs while also protecting the integrity of the
neighborhood and serving the local community.

In a retail landscape where hundreds of storefronts are willfully left vacant by property
owners and landlords, our community has managed to thrive. This is not by accident. It
is because we Lower East Siders have a sense of pride in our neighborhood, and
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nurture those who were brave enough to invest in a community that badly needed more
than dive bars, mega clubs, and galleries. | would think it an absolute shame to
discourage a respectful business that truly caters to the needs of the local population.

| encourage the community board to encourage Bongo’s metamorphosis by allowing
them to grant them their license under the new name. | ask that you take into
consideration that any space available will eventually be occupied, especially at the rate
and scale that the neighborhood is being developed. The question is whether we want
to support local businesses that invested in the neighborhood before the massive
developments and “new money” arrived, or if we are fine letting space sit empty, and
eventually go to the highest bidder, at a significant cost, eliminating forever the charm it
retains.

| would also like to note that | also work across the street in the Zarin building, and our
80+ employees would love to patronize another late night food establishment in the
neighborhood. We often end up having to order delivery from corporate food chains
when we work late hours as so many of the restaurants in the neighborhood stop
serving early, and being able to pop into a space like Bongo's instead for a cocktail and
a bite is a real delight for us when we need a break!

Thank you for taking my opinion into consideration. | know | speak for many of my
friends and neighbors, who are so pleased that Michael has found investors that will
allow him to expand on his long term vision of the LES which | share.

Sincerely,

Niko Liakaris

70 Orchard Street #7
New York, NY 10002

DocuSigned by:
E@Z@/ 5/4/2023
BEBGA1A53008041A...
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To Whom It May Concern,

| first wrote the following letter of reference for Michael Bray in October of 2021. At that time,
we were still emerging from the fallout of the pandemic, and Mike was working diligently to
contribute to an economic recovery that was very much needed. In the ensuing time,
everything Mike has done has only solidified my high regard for his character, work ethic,
flexibility, and reliability. He is a conscientious and caring member of our Lower East Side
community. He weathered one of the most devasting periods in our history and continues to be
an integral part of our continued resilience and recovery. | encourage you to support Mike as he
endeavors to create a place for our neighbors to work and to enjoy the best the Lower East Side
has to offer.

October 12, 2021

To Whom It May Concern: It is my pleasure, and an honor, frankly, to write to you in support of
Michael Bray. | first moved to the East Village in 1995, where | owned a coop and served on the
board of directors for several years. Later, | moved to my current address on the Lower East
Side. In the over 20 years that I've lived in the East Village and Lower East Side, I've raised my
son who was born here and just left for college. In that time, I’'ve always had a very personal
interest in seeing the neighborhood thrive in a way that is sustainable and welcoming to all
members, including families. Mike represents the very best in what makes our community such
a wonderful place to live. In the seven years that Mike and | have been friends, | have always
known him to be friendly, generous, and kind. He is also a businessman whose hard work and
innovation has enabled many people in our community to make a good living doing honest
work. As a friend, Mike has always been ready to listen and offer help. He’s trustworthy and
decent. | urge you to support his efforts to grow his business and continue to deepen his roots
in our community and in the neighborhood where he lives. If you have any questions, please
don’t hesitate to reach out.

Sincerely, Sean Sakamoto
568 Grand Street J701
New York, NY 10002
347-306-3733
ssakamoto@gmail.com

ESLJWL, S alameto

5578B54559E84C8...
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