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Article I’X- Special Purpose Districts

Chapter 7
Special 125th Street District

97-00

GENERAL PURPOSES

The “Special 125th Street District” established in this Resolution is designed to promote and protect the public
health, safety, general welfare and amenity. The general goals include, among others, the following specific

purposes:

@) to preserve, protect and promote the special character of 125th Street as Harlem’s “Main Street” and the
role of 125th Street as Upper Manhattan’s premier mixed use corridor;

(b) to guide development on the 125th Street corridor;
(©) to expand the retail and commercial character of 125th Street;

(d) to provide incentives for the creation of visual and performing arts space and enhance the area’s role as a
major arts, entertainment and cultural destination in the City;

(e) to support mixed use development throughout the 125th Street corridor, including residential uses, and to
provide incentives for the production of affordable housing;

()] to ensure that the form of new buildings is compatible and relates to the built character of the 125th Street
corridor;

(9) to enhance the pedestrian environment through appropriate ground floor uses and regulations;

(h) to promote the most desirable use of land and thus conserve and enhance the value of land and buildings,
and thereby protect the City’s revenue.



97-20
LOCATION AND ACCESS REGULATIONS

97-21
Location of and Access to Arts and Entertainment Uses

Any arts and entertainment #uses# listed in Section 97-11 that are provided in order to comply with the
requirements of Section 97-12 (Arts and Entertainment Use Requirement) or Section 97-422 (Floor area bonus for
visual or performing arts uses) shall be subject to the following location and access requirements:

The designated #uses# listed in Section 97-11 may be located anywhere throughout a #building# that fronts on
125th Street, subject to the following conditions:

@ any such designated #uses# within the Core Subdistrict required pursuant to Section 97-12 shall be
accessed from 125th Street; and

(b) any #residential use# shall be located on a floor wholly above any #commercial use# ren-#residential
use#: or

(c) any #commercial use# nen-#residential-use# may be permitted on the same #story# as a #residential use#,
provided that:

Q) no access exists between #commercial uses# ron-#residential-uses# and #residential uses# at any
level; and

2 #commercial uses# non-#residential-uses# are not located directly over any #residential uses#.

Such #commercial use# nren-#residential-use#, however, may be located over a #residential use# by authorization
of the City Planning Commission upon a finding that sufficient separation of #residential uses# from #commercial
uses# nen-#residential-uses# exists within the #building#.

* * *

97-221
Access to non-ground floor uses

The maximum ground floor #street# frontage on 125th Street allocated to entranceways or lobby space for non-
ground floor #uses# listed in Section 97-22 shall be as set forth for Type 1 lobbies in Section 37-33 (Maximum




Width of Certain Uses), except that for #developments# or #enlargements# with at least 200 linear feet fronting
on 125™ Street, the Type 2 lobby regulations shall apply.

Additionally, within the Core Subdistrict the #residential# portion of a #development# or #enlargement# may be
accessed from an entrance on 125th Street only if such #development# or #enlargement# does not front upon a

f#street# other than 125th Street.

97-23
Transparency Requirements

For all #uses#, other than houses of worship, libraries and primary rehearsal spaces, located on the ground floor of
#developments# and #enlargements# that front upon that portion of 125th Street located within the #Special 125th
Street District#, the ground floor #street wall# shall be glazed in accordance with the provisions set forth in

Section 37-34 (Minimum Transparency Requirements). with-materialswhich-may-includeHshow windows#




97-40
SPECIAL BULK REGULATIONS

97-42
Floor Area Bonuses

The maximum #floor area ratio# may be increased by a #floor area# bonus, pursuant to Sections 23-154

(Inclusionary Housing) 23-90-(NCLUSIONARY-HOUSING)-nclusive, or 97-422 (Floor area bonus for visual

or performing arts uses), which may be used concurrently.

97-421
Inclusionary Housing

Within the #Special 125th Street District#, C4-4D, C4-7 and C6-3 Districts shall be #Inclusionary Housing
designated areas#, pursuant to Section 12-10 (DEFINITIONS), for the purpose of making the Inclusionary
Housing Program regulations of Section 23-90 (INCLUSIONARY HOUSING), inclusive, and this Section,
applicable within the Special District. Within such #Inclusionary Housing designated areas#, the #residential floor
area ratio# may be increased by an Inclusionary Housing bonus, pursuant to the provisions of Sections 23-154
(Inclusionary Housing) 23-90-ihrclusive.

97-43
Special Lot Coverage Regulations

The maximum #lot coverage# for #residential use# in C6-3 Districts within the #Special 125th Street District#
shall be 70 percent for #interior# or #through lots# and 88 100 percent for #corner lots#.

97-44
Special Height and Setback Regulations



Within the #Special 125th Street District#, the underlying height and setback regulations shall be modified in
accordance with the provisions of this Section, inclusive.

END



