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Article XIII - Special Purpose Districts 
 
Chapter 3 
Special Southern Roosevelt Island District 
 
 
133-00 
GENERAL PURPOSES 
 
The “Special Southern Roosevelt Island District” established in this Resolution is designed to promote and protect 
public health, safety and general welfare. These general goals include, among others, the following specific 
purposes: 
 
(a) providing opportunities for the development of an academic and research and development campus in a 

manner that benefits the surrounding community;  
 
(b) allowing for a mix of residential, retail and other commercial uses to support the academic and research 

and development facilities and complementing the urban fabric of Roosevelt Island; 
 
(c) establishing a network of publicly-accessible open areas that take advantage of the unique location of 

Roosevelt Island and that integrate the academic campus into the network of open spaces on Roosevelt 
Island and provide a community amenity; 

 
(d) strengthening visual and physical connections between the eastern and western shores of Roosevelt Island 

by establishing publicly-accessible connections through the Special District and above-grade view 
corridors; 

 
(e) encouraging alternative forms of transportation by eliminating required parking and placing a maximum 

cap on permitted parking;  
 
(f) providing flexibility of architectural design within limits established to assure adequate access of light and 

air to the street and surrounding waterfront open areas, and thus to encourage more attractive and 
innovative building forms; and 

 
(g) promoting the most desirable use of land in this area and thus conserving the value of land and buildings, 

and thereby protecting the City’s tax revenues. 
 
 



* * * 
 
133-20 
SPECIAL BULK REGULATIONS 
 
Within the #development parcel#, the special #bulk# regulations of this Section, inclusive, shall apply. 
 
 
133-21 
Floor Area Ratio 
 
The #floor area# provisions of Section 23-14 (Minimum Required Open Space, Open Space Ratio, Maximum Lot 
Coverage and Maximum Floor Area Ratio), Section 23-15 (Open Space and Floor Area Regulations in R6 
through R10 Districts) shall be modified to permit a maximum #residential floor area ratio# of 3.44 without 
regard to a #height factor#. In addition, the maximum permitted #floor area ratio# for a Use Group 17B research, 
experimental or testing laboratory shall be 3.40. 
 
 
133-22 
Lot Coverage 
 
The #open space ratio# requirements of Section 23-14 (Minimum Required Open Space, Open Space Ratio, 
Maximum Lot Coverage and Maximum Floor Area Ratio) Section 23-15 (Open Space and Floor, Area 
Regulations in R6 through R10 Districts) and the #lot coverage# requirements of Sections 23-14 23-15 and 24-11 
(Maximum Floor Area Ratio and Percentage of Lot Coverage) shall not apply. In lieu thereof, the aggregate #lot 
coverage# for all #buildings# shall comply with the following requirements.  
 
(a) The maximum #lot coverage# from the #base plane# to a height that is 20 feet above the #base plane# 

shall be 70 percent. 
 
(b) The maximum #lot coverage# from a height that is more than 20 feet above the #base plane# to a height 

that is 60 feet above the #base plane# shall be 60 percent. 
 
(c) The maximum #lot coverage# from a height that is more than 60 feet above the #base plane# to a height 

that is 180 feet above the #base plane# shall be 45 percent. 
 
(d) The maximum #lot coverage# above a height of 180 feet above the #base plane# shall be 25 percent. 
 
The City Planning Commission may authorize an increase in the maximum #lot coverage# as set forth in 
paragraph (c) of this Section to up to 55 percent, upon finding that such increase is necessary to achieve the 
programmatic requirements of the development, and will not unduly restrict access of light and air to publicly-
accessible areas and #streets#. 
 

 



* * * 
 

END 
 
 

 


