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NEW YORKERS FOR PARKS

We are the only independent citywide organization
that advocates for quality parks and open spaces for
all New Yorkers.

Established over 100 years ago, we champion
equitable development, distribution, and maintenance
of open spaces across NYC.

HOW WE WORK
Partnerships | Advocacy | Research

R
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THE PLAY FAIR COALITION

Play Fair comprises 400+ groups and organizations
elevating NYC parks issues, identifying
comprehensive citywide solutions, and advocating
forincreased funds for NYC Parks.

Our co-founders are New Yorkers for Parks, New
York League of Conservation Voters, and DC 37
Parks Workers Union. We are currently supported

by New York City Council Parks Committee Chair
Shekar Krishnan.




10th & Stuyvesant Strests Block Associstion
142nd St Dog Run

18th Street Brook lyn Block Association
300 West Block Association

52 People for Progress

6BC Botanical Garden

A Patchof inspirstion Garden

A, Philip Randolph Square Nelghborhood Allence
Abtaham Lincoin Nelghborhood
Development Association

ALA New York

Alica Austen Houss Museum

Alley Pond Envimanmental Cantar
Allience for Rushing Mesdows Corona Park
Allance for Kips Bay

American Society of Landscaps
Archtects, New York Chapter (ASLA-NY)
Astoria Park Allarce

Balsley Pond Park Block Association
Badford Mosholu Community Associstion
Bisss| Gardans BX

Bosarum HIll 5 hool for Intarnat lonal Studies
Brosdway Mall Association

Bronx Coaliion for Parks & GresnSpaces
Bronx Community Board 8

Brorx Comunity Health Ne twork

Bronx Counciifor Environmental Quality
Bronx Land Trust

Bronx Perk East Community Associstion
Bronx River Allancs

Bronx Roots in Motion

Brookfisid Civic Associstion
Brookiyn Gres nwsy [ritiative
Brookdyn Parks & OpenSpace Coalition
Brookdyn Ques s Lend Trust

Busnavists Rgtol Cub inc.

BUFNY ii/Hariem Tenants Associstion
CABS Harne Cars

Cadman Park Conservancy/Brooklyn War Mamaorial

Cari Schurz Park Conservancy
Carnagle Hill Naighbors
Certral Park Conservancy

Cheisea Watarside Park Association
Chizen Gerdaners

Ciizens Cimate Lobby

Chy lsland Rising

City Parks Foundation

Clea n Bushaick inBative
Claveland Pitkin Block Association
CintonGarden

Coastal Preservation Network
Cobble Hill Assoc istion
CommonGround Compost
Concrets Piant Par Friends

Consy island Besutification Project
Conference Housa Association
Conference Houss Park Consarvancy Inc.
Cortelyou Road Merchant Association (CORMA)
Cosmopoltan Jt. Soccer League
Court Squere Civic Assacistion

Devey Resource Group Inc.

OC3T Retiress Association

Dasign Trust for Public Spaca

Different Directions

DLANDstudio

Douglaston Local Developmeant Corporation
Downtown Alllence

Downitown Brookdyn Partnership
Downtown Unitad Soccer Qub

Drew Gardens

Drew Gardens Educstional Recreation
DunbarGarden Council

Earth Avengers

Earth Matter NY Inc.
EarthMinistry of the Church of the Madiator
East NY 4 Gardens

Edgemere Coalltion Community Garden
Edts0 Sports, Inc.

B Garden Bushwick

B Jardin del Paraiso

H Puants

Bka Leamers, Inc.

Bingtonontha Park

Bmhurst Supporters of Parks

Feldston Rd Association

Fushing Mesdows-Corona Park Corservancy
Fort Four Playground

Fort Gresns Park Conservancy

Fort Tryon Park Trust

Forth on Fourth Avenue

Frash Creak Nature Assoclation
Friendsof 20th St Park

Friendsof 4 Parks Allsnos
Friandsof Abs Labewoh| Park
Fiends ol Allsy Pond Park

Friendsof Amersfort Park

Frisndsof Anibal Avies Playground
Frisndsof Aquaduct Walk
Frisndsof Art Park Nllarce
Friendsof Astoria Heights Park
Friends of Balevus South Park
Friendsof Bannett Park

Frisndsof Brookvile Park

Frisndsof Brower Park, Inc

Friendsof Brownsville Parks

Friends of Bushwick Infet Park
Friendsof Carroll Park

Friendsof Corlaars Hook Paric
Frisndsof Cunningham Park
Frisndsof Croche ron & John Golden Park
Friendsof Dag Hammarskjoid Plaza
Friendsof Ewen Park

Friendsof Ferry Point Park & Waterways
Friendsof Forest Park

Frisndsof Francis Lewis Park
Frisnds of Governors Isiand

Friendsof inwood Hill Park

Friandsof John Hancock Park
Frisndsof MacDonald Park

Friendsof Morningsids Park

Frisnds of Mosholu Paridand

Friends of Pelham Bay Park

Friends of Pelham Parioway

Friends of Raimonda Park

Friends of Seton Falls Park

Friends of Sherman Creek Consanancy
Friends of Soundview Park

Friends of St. Andrew's Playground
Friends of St. Nicholas Park

Friends of Straus Park

Friends of Sunset Park

Frisnds of the HighLine

Friends of Tompkins Squars Dog Run
Friands of Transmitter Park

Friands of Tremont Park
Friends of Whalen Park

Friends of Willamistridge Oval
Forest Hils Green Team

Fort Greane Tennis Association (FGTA)
GallopNYC

Garden Traln

Genssls Community Garden

Gl Scout Troop 3205

Girl Scouts of Greater New York

Good andGresn

Gowanus Canal Conservancy

Gmen Bronx Machine

Green Guerilas

Graen Map System

Green Park Gardens s NYC
Graenbe k Cansarvancy inc.
Greenpoint Clizens Club

Guarinos Againgt Graffti

Hariam Grown

Hevemeyer Garden

Health Essential Assoclation

Haligats Hill- Highgate Community Association
HerpDigest

Highlsnd Park Tennis

Historic House Trust of New York City
Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival In New York
Hudson River Park Friends

Hunters Point Gvic Association
Hunters Point Parks

Hutchinson River Restoration Project
Inwood Hill Park Consarvancy

Inwood Rotary Club

Jackson Helght s Beautfication Group
Jacob H. Schiff Playground Neighborhood Association
Jarra lca Bay-Rocikaway Parks Consefvancy
JardinLa Roca

Jenny's Garden

Kaity St Garden

¥ssena Corridor Park Conssnancy, inc.
La Patft Versailes

Le'aiani S. Boykin Consufting

Lanru Coop

Less AIDS Lesotho

Lewis Latimer House

LUty Auchincloss Foundation

Littls Green Garden
Longisiand City Partnership

Lott Streat Block Assoc iation

Love Cur Pool

Laving the Bronx

Lower East Side Ecology Canter
Medison Square Park Conservancy
Marcus Garvey Park Allance

Marka Hamandez Park Dog Run Pack
Marine Park Alllance

Mary Mitchal Family and Youth Center
Merose New Generation

Miracls Garden

Morris-Jumsl Marsion

Morris ParkBD

MaortonStrest Block Association
Municipal Art Society

Myttie Ave BD

Nancercize
National Parks Conservation Association
Natural AreasConservancy

New York Botanical Garden

Hew York Climate Seve

New York Junior Tennis & Learning
Mew York League of Conservation Votars
New York Restoration Project
Newtown Creek Allznce

North Americ anClimats, Consarvation
and Erwironment (NACCE)

Korth Brookdyri Parks Allance

MNorth Brogkdyn Nelghbors

NYC Audubon

KYC Community Garden Coalition

NYC H2O

Pasdesgat Bay Condoll

Parant Child Relatlonship Assoclstion
Park Clinton Gardsning

Prime Produce

Project Harmony, Inc.

Prospéect Parkc Alliance

Prospect Park Community Commitiae
Prospect Pl/New York Ave Block Association
Q Gardens Community Farm
Queensboro Dance Festhal

Randalls island Park Allance

Red Hook Conservancy

Rad Hook West Resident Association, inc.
Red Shed Community Gardan

Richmond Hill Historical Soclety

RING Garden

River Garden

Rivearside Park Conservancy

Rockaway inkiative for Sustainabi ity and Equity (RISE)

Row New York

Rude Grooms

Rutgers Resident Association

Safe Zone Cross Culture Youth
SamaritanDaytop Vilege

Sara D Roosevelt Park Coalition
Sedgwick Park Friends & Meighbors

Seton Falls Park Presarvation Coaition
Seward Park Conservancy

Sidewak Labs

Snug Harbor Cuttural Center & Botanical Garden
Staten bland Economic Development Corporation
Staten kland Partrership for Community Weliness
Staten ksland Women Who March
Stewards of Brust Park

Streat Trees SuperStaward

Survivor | Am / Friends of Bufano Park
Sunset Spark

Sutton Place Parks Consarvancy

SWIM Coalkion NYC

Target Brorx Communiy Garden

Team SpartanSpades

The Bronx ks Biooming

The Brotherhood SistarSol

Tha Connectad Chet

The Freshkils Park Allance

The Kansington Stewards

The Kingsbridge Heights Community Cantar
The Lasgue: A Distinguished Gentie menfs Movemert, Inc
The Movement Creative

The Musical Seads Project

The Nature Conservancy [nNew York

Tha New York Landmarks Consarvancy

The Old Stone House and Gardens

The Trust for Public Land

Times Square ARanGs

Tinkar Tree Piay/Cara

Total Equity Now Harfem

Transportation Alterratives

Trust for Governors Island

UFTTUCS

Union Square Partrarship

Unitad Athlatic Asmociation

Unkted Nations intarnational School
UnktadWe Stand Garden

UP-STAND

Upper Graen Sida

Uptown & Boogle Bicycla Advocecy

Van Cortlandt Park Allance

Verna L. Judge Garden

Voluntsers for isham Park

Volunteers for Springfiaid Park, Inc.

W 181st St Beautification Project

Warren Community Garden

Washington Square Park Conservancy
Washington Square Park Eco Projects
Waterfront Alkance

WE ACT for Environmantal Justice

We Run Browrsvile

West 400 Block Association 21st, 22nd & 23rd Streets
West B0s Neighborhood Association
Wetherby-Pembridge School

Wildife Conservation Society

Women of Woodlewn

Woodiawn Taxpayer Assoclation

Yorkvile Sports Associstion

Young Buck Sports
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50 YEARS OF AUSTERITY
PARKS BUDGET HISTORY

1970s
Parks receives 1.4% of the City’s operating budget annually

1978
Fiscal Crisis cuts Parks funding to 0.5% of the City’s budget

TODAY
Parks budget remains at just 0.6% of the city budget



GROWTH IN NYC AGENCY
BUDGETS SINCE 1980

New York Police Department

SRR e oy

Department of Transportation
RN T 30

Department of Sanitation |

Department of Correction

NYC Expense Budget

NSRRI TR

NYC Parks
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NYC SPENDS LESS ON
PARKS THAN OTHER MAJOR CITIES

Parks Operating

Budgetasa
Share of the City Parks Operating
City Operating budget Park Area (Acres) Budget per Capita
Minneapolis, MN 5.3% 5,000 $231
Chicago, IL 4.3% 9,000 $155
Los Angeles, CA 2.9% 16,000 $78
San Francisco, CA 1.6% 4,000 $245
Washington, DC 1.1% 1,000 $151
New York, NY (TODAY) 0.6% 30,000 $72
New York, NY (at 1%) 1.0% 30,000 $119
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PARKS STAFFING AND
NYC POPULATION

YEAR POPULATION # PARKS WORKERS
1976 74 M 9,050
2024 8.7M 8,043




NYC PARKS HAVE 1 GARDENER FOR
EVERY 114 ACRES

SAN FRANCISCO AND CHICAGO HAVE 1
GARDENER FOR EVERY 18 ACRES
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REC CENTER FUNDING AND STAFFING

760

REC CENTER REC CENTER
FUNDING STAFFING

*Adjusted for inflation



NYPD OVERTIME SPENDING VS.
NYC PARKS OPERATING BUDGET (FY22)

NYPD OVERTIME NYC PARKS

$670mil $618mil
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85% of Parks Stewards recorded an increase in usership in the last 3 years

70% of Parks Stewards recorded an increase in usership outside of the
traditional busy season (May — August)

53% of Parks Stewards said visitors express safety concerns about their park
29% increase in crimes against persons in the first 4 months of FY 23*

27% increase in crimes against property in first 4 months of FY 23*

=y

*Source: January 2023 Preliminary Mayor's Management Report



A 21st Century parks system that meets New Yorkers’ needs.

Clean and well-maintained parks throughout the year.

Safe parks with staff building relationships with community members.

Quick repairs, avoiding longer closures and ensuring accessibility.

Comprehensive access to 10,000 acres of natural areas and trails.



WHAT 1% WOULD M

Protected vulnerable wetlands amid a changing climate.

Cleaner air and heat relief provided by a protected urban forest.

Faster responses to 311 service requests for trees.

Free cultural and recreational programs for New Yorkers of all ages.

Improved safety and conditions for workers.



MEASURABLE BENEFITS OF PARKS

Public Health
o $1.14 billion annual reduction in healthcare costs

Environmental
« $681M storm water diversion and carbon capture

Economic
« $17 billion in tourism spending annually + $600 million in recreation
spending annually in parks



MAYOR ADAMS SUPPORTS 1% FOR PARKS

“It is imperative that we implement a percent for
parks funding model, which will commit 1% of
the city budget to NYC Parks”

Pulse of Our Parks, April 2018

“We need to support our city parks that provide
so many vital services to this city. We need to do
everything we can to preserve the future
generations of New Yorkers the right to these
essential parks”

NY4P interview, 2021

“Parks are not a luxury, it’s a necessity... our goal
is to have that 1%”
City Hall, February 2022

(& Eric Adams @
| "’ @ericadamsfornye

“Dedicating just 1% of the city budget to parks would
bring us closer to the more generous — and forward-
thinking — funding levels of decades past.”

| couldn’t agree more, which is why I've proudly

committed to a “percent for parks” plan!

Now's the time for real park equity
The profound disruptions of COVID-12 have created new challenges for our

leaders, who need to make sure New York City remains a place people want to ...

¥ nydallynaws.com

7:56 PM - Sep 29, 2021 - Twitter for iPhone




44 COUNCIL MEMBERS IN SUPPORT OF 1%

District 1CM Chris Marte

District 2 CM Carlina Rivera
District 3 CM Erik Bottcher
District 4 CM Keith Powers
District 5 CM Julie Menin

District 6 CM Gale Brewer
District 7 CM Shaun Abreu
District 8 CM Diana Ayala

District 10 CM Carmen De La Rosa
District 11 CM Eric Dinowitz
District 12 CM Kevin Riley

District 13 CM Marjorie Velazquez
District 14 CM Pierina Sanchez
District 15 CM Oswald Feliz
District 16 CM Althea Stevens

District 17 CM Rafael Salamanca
District 18 CM Amanda Farias
District 19 CM Vickie Paladino
District 20 CM Sandra Ung
District 21 CM Francisco Moya
District 22 CM Tiffany Caban
District 23 CM Linda Lee

District 24 CM James Gennaro
District 25 CM Shekar Krishnan
District 27 CM Nantasha Williams

District 28 Council Speaker Adrienne Adams

District 29 CM Lynn Schulman
District 30 CM Robert Holden

District 31 CM Selvena Brooks-Powers

District 33 CM Lincoln Restler

District 34 CM Jennifer Gutiérrez
District 35 CM Crystal Hudson
District 36 CM ChiOssé

District 37 CM Sandy Nurse
District 38 CM Alexa Avilés
District 39 CM Shahana Hanif
District 40 CM Rita Joseph
District 42 CM Justin Brannan
District 45 CM Farah Louis
District 46 CM Mercedes Narcisse
District 47 CM Ari Kagan

District 48 CM Inna Vernikov
District 49 CM Kamillah Hanks
District 51CM Joseph Borelli

NO COUNCIL MEMBERS ARE OPPOSED
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14,000 PETITION
SIGNATURES




HOW YOUR COMMUNITY
BOARD CAN SUPPORT

LETTER OF SUPPORT
SIGN AND SHARE THE PETITION

ATTEND RALLIES
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