NEW YORK CITY TAXI AND LIMOUSINE COMMISSION

Notice of Promulgation

Notice is hereby given in accordance with section 1043(b) of the New York City Charter
(“Charter”) that the Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”) promulgates amendments to its

rules that will require all future hack-ups of taxicabs be performed using Wheelchair Accessible
Vehicles.

The rule is promulgated pursuant to section 1043 and 2303 of the Charter and section 19-503 of
the Administrative Code of the City of New York. This rule was published in the City Record on
September 10, 2024 for public comment. On October 10, 2024 a public hearing was held
virtually by the TLC and the rules were adopted by the Commission on *

Statement of Basis and Purpose

The TLC is proposing rules to implement the Memorandum Decision and Order of the

United States District Court, Southern District of New York dated August 29, 2024 in The Taxis
for All Campaign, etal v. TLC, et al (11 Civ. 0237 (GBD)). The Order mandates that the TLC
“immediately take all necessary steps to modify TLC’s current 50% rule to implement a 100%
Rule” to ensure that 50% of all active medallions (those medallions currently affixed to Taxicab
Vehicles and not in storage) are being operated with a Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle (“WAV”)
by March 31, 2025 and 50% of all authorized medallions are attached to a WAV by the end of
2028.

Specifically, the proposed rules would:
e Require that all taxi hack-ups be WAVsS.

e Repeal outdated language establishing a lottery system for fifty percent conversion of
taxicabs.

e Permit “Re-hacks” for WAVs only.

e Eliminate outdated language for Clean Air I and Il vehicles, compressed natural gas and
diesel-fueled vehicles.

In order to enable TLC to reach these court-mandated goals, TLC is also proposing to limit the
ability of taxicab owners of aging non-WAYV taxis to keep them on the road for additional years
beyond their scheduled retirement.



Following testimony received at the Public Hearing that was held on October 10, 2024, the TLC
has added a one-time Vehicle Retirement Extension possibility (due to demonstrated hardship)
for up to six months. This option would only be available to vehicle owners who own a single
medallion.

TLC’s authority for these rules is found in section 2303 of the New York City Charter and
section 19-503 of the New York City Administrative Code.

New material is underlined.
[Material inside brackets indicates deleted material.]

Section 1. Section 51-03 of Title 35 of the Rules of the City of New York is amended by deleting
the definition for Accessible Conversion Start Date and amending the definition for Alternative
Fuel Medallion, as follows:

[Accessible Conversion Start Date is the date which is the earlier of (1) the date on which there is
available an Accessible Taxicab Model that meets the specifications of Section 67-05.2 of these Rules
and the requirements of §19-533 of the Administrative Code, as certified by the Chairperson, or (2)
January 1, 2016. To the extent possible, the Chairperson will place a notice of the Accessible
Conversion Start Date on the Commission’s Web site at least 60 days prior to the Accessible Conversion
Start Date. |

Alternative Fuel Medallion is a Restricted Medallion valid for use only with a vehicle powered
by compressed natural gas or a hybrid electric vehicle that complies with section 67-05 of these
Rules[. Provided, that, after the OTV Activation Date, and until such time, if any, as an Official
Taxicab Vehicle meets the requirements of §19-533 of the Administrative Code, as certified by
the Chairperson, an Alternative Fuel Medallion] and must be used with an Accessible Taxicab
Model meeting the specifications set forth in [§67-05.1C] §67-05.2 of these Rules.

Section 2. Section 58-03 of Title 35 of the Rules of the City of New York is amended by deleting
paragraph (a), the definition for Accessible Conversion Start Date, as follows:

§58-03 Definitions Specific to this Chapter

(a) [Accessible Conversion Start Date is the date which is the earlier of (1) the date on which
there is available an Accessible Taxicab Model that meets the specifications of Section
67-05.2 of these Rules and the requirements of §19-533 of the Administrative Code, as
certified by the Chairperson, or (2) January 1, 2016. To the extent possible, the
Chairperson will place a notice of the Accessible Conversion Start Date on the



Commission’s Website at least 60 days prior to the Accessible Conversion Start Date. |
Reserved.

Section 3. Section 58-50 of Title 35 of the Rules of the City of New York is amended by deleting
subdivisions (a) through (d), as follows:

§58-50  Accessible Vehicle Conversion. |
(a) Accessible Vehicle Hack-up: Unrestricted and Alternative Fuel Minifleet Medallions

(1) Beginning on the Accessible Conversion Start Date, any Unrestricted Medallion
which is a Minifleet Medallion for which a new vehicle is placed into service
must be Hacked-up with an Accessible Taxicab meeting the requirements of
Section 67-05.2 of these Rules until at least 50 percent of the Unrestricted
Minifleet Medallions owned by such Minifleet are Hacked-up with an Accessible
Taxicab that meets the requirements of Section 67-05.2 of these Rules.

) Following the Accessible Conversion Start Date and beginning at such time that
there is available a vehicle qualified for use with an Alternative Fuel Medallion
that is also qualified as an Accessible Taxicab under Chapter 67 of these Rules,
any Alternative Fuel Minifleet Medallion for which a new vehicle is placed into
service must be Hacked-up with a vehicle that is qualified for use with both an
Alternative Fuel Medallion and an Accessible Medallion under Chapter 67 of
these Rules, until at least 50 percent of the Alternative Fuel Minifleet Medallions
owned by such Minifleet are Hacked-up with such vehicles.

(b) Accessible Vehicles Hacked-up. An Accessible Vehicle, as indicated by vehicle
identification number, which is Hacked-up with any Minifleet Medallion in order to
comply with Accessible Taxicab Hack-up requirements for a Minifleet Medallion under
subdivision (a) of this section can satisfy an Accessible Taxicab Hack-up requirement
under subdivision (a) only at the time of first Hack-up.

(©) Accessible Vehicle Hack-up: Unrestricted and Alternative Fuel Independent Medallions
(1) Beginning on the Accessible Conversion Start Date, 50 percent of all
Unrestricted Medallions which are Independent Medallions for which a new
vehicle is placed into service in each calendar year must be Hacked-up with an
Accessible Taxicab meeting the requirements of Section 67-05.2 of these Rules.

(2) Following the Accessible Conversion Start Date and beginning at such time that
there is available a vehicle qualified for use with an Alternative Fuel Medallion
that is also qualified as an Accessible Taxicab under Chapter 67 of these Rules, 50
percent of all Alternative Fuel Independent Medallion for which a new vehicle is
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placed into service in each calendar year must be Hacked-up with a vehicle that is
qualified for use with both an Alternative Fuel Medallion and an Accessible
Medallion under Chapter 67 of these Rules.

The TLC will select the Independent Medallions that will be subject to this
requirement in a bi-annual lottery. This procedure will also be used for
Alternative Fuel Medallions when a qualifying vehicle is available. The lottery
will determine accessible vehicle Hack-up requirements for Independent
Medallions (including Alternative Fuel Independent Medallions when applicable)
until the next following scheduled vehicle replacement for those medallions.

The TLC will conduct the lottery on or before January 1 of each year for
medallions which must place an Accessible Taxicab into service from July 1 to
December 31 of that year. For medallions which must place an Accessible Taxicab
into service from January 1 to June 30 of the next calendar year, the lottery will be
held on or before July 1 of the preceding year.

The TLC will post on its Web site which Independent Medallions must be
Hacked-up with an Accessible Taxicab meeting the requirements of Section 67-
05.2 of these Rules as soon as practicable following the lottery.

Those Medallions that are not selected in the lottery held pursuant to paragraph
(iv) of this subdivision to Hack-up an Accessible Taxicab in their next vehicle
replacement will be required to place an Accessible Taxicab into service in their
next following scheduled vehicle replacement.

(d) Any vehicle valid for use with an Unrestricted Medallion or Alternative Fuel Medallion
and Hacked-up prior to the Accessible Conversion Start Date can remain in use as a
Taxicab until its scheduled retirement as set forth in §67-18 of this Chapter, as may be
modified by §67-19.] Reserved.

Section 4. Section 67-05 of Title 35 of the Rules of the City of New York is amended to read as

follows:
§67-05 Taxicab Model Choice
(a) Unrestricted Medallions. Unrestricted Medallions may be used with any Accessible

Taxicab Model that complies with [§67-05.1 or] §67-05.2 of these Rules. [If at any time
an Unrestricted Medallion is required by law or rule of the Commission for use with an
Accessible Vehicle, the owner of such medallion must purchase an Accessible OTV or



(b)

(©)

(d)

lease such medallion for use with an Accessible OTV. Provided, however, that with the
Chairperson’s approval, up to 496 Unrestricted Medallion owners in good standing may
at any time purchase for Hack-up any Accessible Vehicle which meets the specifications
set forth in §67-05.2 of these Rules, or lease their medallions for use with such a vehicle.]

Alternative Fuel Medallions. Alternative Fuel Medallions may be used with any Taxicab
Model that:

(1) complies with §67-05.[1]2 of these Rules; and

() is a Hybrid Electric Vehicle or is powered by compressed natural gas that is
manufactured by an original equipment manufacturer (OEM) for the general
commercial or consumer market.

Accessible Medallions. Accessible Medallions may be used with [the Accessible OTV or]
any Accessible Taxicab Model that complies with §67-05.2 of these Rules.

Any vehicle valid for use with any Medallion at the time the vehicle was Hacked-up can
remain in use as a Taxicab until its scheduled retirement as set forth in §67-18 of this
Chapter[, as may be modified by §67-19].

Section 5. Section 67-05.1 of Title 35 of the Rules of the City of New York, relating to
specifications for non-accessible taxicabs, is REPEALED.

Section 6. Section 67-06 of Title 35 of the Rules of the City of New York is amended to read as
follows:

§67-06

(a)

(b)

Requirements for Hacking Up a Taxicab

Requirement. Only Accessible Taxicab Models may be Hacked-Up.

Putting Vehicle into Service the First Time. [A] An Accessible Taxicab Model may be
Hacked-up for use as a Taxicab, only if it:

(1) Is new, having fewer than 500 miles on the odometer and is one of the



(c)

(d)

)

manufacturer’s two latest vehicle model years (Example: If in calendar year 2022
the manufacturer introduces the 2023 [Camry] Sienna, only 2022 and 2023
[Camrys] Siennas may be Hacked-up); or

Is a [used Taxicab Model less than seven years old and passes inspection, except
for] conversion of a used non-Accessible vehicle into an Accessible vehicle, as
provided in subdivision (e) of section 67-05.2 of these Rules.

Continuation in Service. Upon Hack-up, a vehicle may continue in service with the same
Medallion so long as the vehicle passes inspection and has not yet met its Scheduled
Retirement Date, as set forth in §67-18[, as may be extended by §67-19, below].

Limited Right to “Re-Hack” for Transfer. A vehicle that has been Hacked-up as an
Accessible Taxicab may be transferred to another Medallion, with the approval of the

Commission and [in accordance with the Accessibility requirements of subdivisions (a)
through (e) of section 58-50 of these Rules,] only if the vehicle passes inspection[, has
not yet met its Scheduled Retirement Date] and meets one of the following conditions:

(D

2)

)

(4)

Repossessions. The vehicle is purchased through a bank or other lender that has
acquired the right to sell the vehicle through repossession and the repossession
occurs within 24 months of Hack-up.

Same Medallion Owner or Agent. The owner (or owner’s Agent) of the
Medallion transfers the vehicle to another Medallion operated by the same owner
or agent.

[Compressed Natural Gas Vehicle. The owner of a Medallion (or the owner’s
agent) may transfer a vehicle fueled by Compressed Natural Gas to any other
Medallion owned by the same owner.

|Transfer of Medallion and Vehicle. A vehicle which is in use with an Independent
Medallion [and is not at its Scheduled Retirement Date] can continue in use with
that Medallion following the transfer of that Medallion until its Scheduled
Retirement Date if it passes all inspections and if the vehicle meets all of the
following:

(1) the vehicle is acquired by a Transferee of an Independent Medallion
together with that Medallion from the Transferor of that Independent
Medallion and



(11) the vehicle was operated by the Transferor of that Independent Medallion
with that Medallion.

[Example (1)

If a medallion is currently affixed to an Accessible Vehicle and has completed its
required 4-year Accessible Taxicab cycle, the medallion may be re-hacked with a
used non-Accessible Vehicle, since the next cycle would permit the use of a non-

Accessible Taxicab.

Example (2)

If the medallion is currently affixed to a non-Accessible Vehicle, pursuant to
section 58-50 of these Rules, the medallion may only be re-hacked with a used
Accessible Vehicle once the non-Accessible vehicle is removed from service. ]

(e) Re-Hack Transfer Inspection Fee. The Commission may charge an inspection fee of $50
to inspect a vehicle for transfer to another Medallion as a re-hack. If necessary, the
Commission may charge $25 for replacement of New York State DMV license plates.

Section 7. Section 67-18 of Title 35 of the Rules of the City of New York is amended by adding
new subdivisions (c) and (d), to read as follows:

§67-18 Scheduled Vehicle Retirement

©) Final Retirement Date. A vehicle which cannot pass inspection as provided in subdivision
(f) of section 19-504 of the Administrative Code must be replaced, regardless of whether
its Scheduled Retirement Date has been reached. A vehicle other than a Wheelchair
Accessible Vehicle that has reached its Scheduled Retirement Date, including any
extensions previously provided for, must be retired as of that date regardless of whether it
may still pass inspection.

(d)  Hardship Extension: The owner of a Taxicab may apply to the Chairperson for a one-time
extension of up to six months from the Scheduled Retirement Date. To obtain approval of
a hardship extension:

) The vehicle owner must demonstrate an economic or other personal hardship that
the Chairperson determines would create an undue burden upon the owner if the
extension were not granted.

2) The vehicle owner must submit a request in writing, together with any supporting
documentation, to the Chairperson at least 30 days before the Scheduled




Retirement Date. This 30-day deadline may be waived by the Chairperson upon a
showing of good cause.

3) The vehicle must continue to meet all safety and emission requirements
throughout the extension. The Chairperson will withdraw any extension granted
whenever the vehicle is determined by the Commission to be unsafe for operation.

4) The vehicle owner may not own more than one medallion.

Section 8. Section 67-19 of Title 35 of the Rules of the City of New York, relating to vehicle
retirement extensions, is REPEALED.



Statement of Substantial Need for Earlier Implementation

I hereby find, pursuant to Section 1043(f)(1)(c) of the New York City Charter, that there
is a substantial need for the implementation of the amendments to taxicab medallion
owner hack-up rules requiring that all taxicab hack-ups be with Wheelchair Accessible
Taxicabs, immediately upon publication of the promulgated rule in the City Record.

The City is under a strict deadline to comply with the Order of the US District Court,
Southern District of NY, dated August 29, 2024, in The Taxis For All Campaign, et al v.
NYC TLC, et al. The Court has ordered that the Taxi and Limousine Commission adopt
rules requiring that 100 percent of all taxicab hack-ups are with Wheelchair Accessible
Taxicabs. The purpose of these rules is to ensure that 50 percent of all active taxicabs are
accessible by March 31, 2025 and 50 percent of all authorized medallions are accessible
by the end of 2028. Accordingly, the 30-day period normally provided for between a
rule’s promulgation and the time it goes into effect is hereby waived.

David Do, Commissioner/Chair
NYC Taxi and Limousine Commission

Date:

Approved:

Eric Adams, Mayor

Date:




