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Introduction

Vice-Chair Richards explained that today’s special public meeting was being held to discuss the
Department’s Variance Request to co-mingle 19-21-year-olds with adults (this variance failed to
pass in November, with seven votes in opposition and only one vote in favor). See this portion of
the video recording here.

Board Member Cohen’s Remarks Re COVID-19 in the Jails

Dr. Cohen presented his remarks on COVID-19 in the jails. See this portion of the video recording
here. See Commissioner Brann’s response to Dr. Cohen’s concerns, as well as additional Board
discussion from Vice-Chair Richards and Dr. Safyer here.

Public Comment on Variance Request

The Board heard public comment on the Department’s Co-Mingling Variance Request from
Daniele Gerard (Children’s Rights), Five Mualimm-ak (Incarcerated Nation Network), Mary Lynne
Werlwas (LAS), Ashaki Antoine (COBA), and Jennifer Parish (UJC).

The public comments on the variance request are available here.

Co-Mingling Variance Request

» Introduction
Vice-Chair Richards introduced DOC’s one-month Variance Request regarding Co-Mingling. See
this portion of the video recording here.

»DOC Presentation
Senior Deputy Commissioner Timothy Farrell, Chief of Department Hazel Jennings, and Deputy
Commissioner of Programs and Community Partnerships Judy Beale, presented information on
DOC’s Co-Mingling Variance Request. See this portion of the video recording here.

» Board Discussion
Board discussion on the variance request, including the Department’s response, is available here.


https://youtu.be/64UqYdouGOw?t=1190
https://youtu.be/64UqYdouGOw?t=1271
https://youtu.be/64UqYdouGOw?t=1640
https://youtu.be/64UqYdouGOw?t=2457
https://youtu.be/64UqYdouGOw?t=3434
https://youtu.be/64UqYdouGOw?t=3599
https://youtu.be/64UqYdouGOw?t=4146

» Board Vote on Variance
ED Egan read out loud the eleven proposed conditions to the variance.

Vice-Chair Richards called for a motion and conducted a roll call vote on the eleven proposed
conditions. The Board approved the proposed conditions with five votes in favor (Vice-Chair
Richards and Members Franco, Perrino, Regan, and Safyer) and one vote in opposition (Member
Cohen).

Vice-Chair Richards called for a motion to vote on the one-month variance with conditions. After
the item was moved and seconded, the Board approved the variance with conditions, with five
votes in favor (Vice-Chair Richards and Members Franco, Perrino, Regan, and Safyer) and one
vote in opposition (Member Cohen).

See the Board’s vote on the variance and the conditions here. The final record of variance is
published here.

Public Comment

The Board heard public comment from Five Mualimm-ak (Incarcerated Nation Network), Kayla
Simpson (LAS), Ashaki Antoine (COBA), Brad Maurer (NY County Defender Services), and
Kelsey De Avila (BDS).

The public comments portion of this video recording is available here.


https://youtu.be/64UqYdouGOw?t=5961
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/boc/downloads/pdf/2020_12_record_of_variance_action_ya_co_mingling_final.pdf
https://youtu.be/64UqYdouGOw?t=6600

