Medical-Legal

Partnership

Description

The medical-legal partnership (MLP) integrates the expertise of health care, public health and legal professionals
and staff to address health-harming civil legal needs for patients, clinics and populations.! Pediatric settings
may offer this service.

Evidence
e MLPs helped clients address issues such as public benefits, health care coverage and family law issues.?

e Aletter from an attorney can often get a response when a doctor’s or social worker’s letter does not.2

Legal assistance targeted at improving housing conditions improved the health of asthma patients.2

MLPs can save patient health care costs and recover cash benefits.?

MLPs show a positive return on investment, and demonstrate a health-focused program that may be
sustained and expanded in underserved communities.3

Implementation

You must have early buy-in and support for your MLP from the front lines and administrations of both

the health and legal institutions. Potential partners should understand their roles and responsibilities, such

as who can authorize funding and who can help navigate training opportunities from each respective
organization. To start a MLP, the partnering organizations should conduct a needs assessment to understand
their community’s needs, resources and landscape. Additionally, MLPs should fully integrate into the health care
system and have secure, private office space. These factors contribute to the MLP’s success and sustainability.*

This document is part of a series of fact sheets created by the New York City Health Department and

Healthfirst on different evidence-based programs and promising practices that promote early childhood
health and development. The information was gathered through a literature review, review of program m

websites and communications with local and national program experts.
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Billing and Reimbursement

There is currently no billing code for a medical-legal partnership.

Resources

National Center for Medical-Legal Partnership

Department of Health Policy and Management, Milken Institute School of Public Health
The George Washington University

2175 K St. NW, 513A

Washington, DC 20037

Website: medical-legalpartnership.org/

General inquiries:
Sharena Hagins
Research Associate

shagins@gwu.edu
202-994-4289

Potential local partnerships:

New York Legal Assistance Group — LegalHealth

7 Hanover Square, 18th Floor

New York, NY 10004

212-613-5000

Website: legalhealth.org/

Information for Providers: legalhealth.org/for-providers/
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